WHAT IS THE CAUSE OF
GREENHOUSE EFFECT?

WHAT ARE THE APPROACHES TO ADDRESS
THE IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE?

The “greenhouse effect”, a natural phenomenon which makes the
Earth a liveable planet, is the warming that happens when certain
gases in Earth’s atmosphere trap heat. These gases let in sunlight
but keep heat from escaping, like the glass walls of a greenhouse
thatis why itis called green house effect.

ADAPTATION

Through the burning of fossil fuels and the emission of other
GHGs, humans are continuously enhancing the greenhouse effect,
further warming the Earth.

Photo credit: Reuters/Japan Meteorological Agency Exam p| es ofthese GHGs are:

* Water vapor

e Carbon Dioxide

* Human-made gases generated during industrial processes
such as sulfur hexafluoride, hydrofluorocarbons and
perfuorocarbons

¢ Methane

(IPCC, 2012: Summary for Policymakers. In: Managing the Risks of Extreme Events and Disasters to Advance
Climate Change Adaptation [Field, C.B., V. Barros, T.F. Stocker, D. Qin, D.J. Dokken, K.L Ebi, M.D. Mastrandrea,
K.J. Mach, G-K. Plattner, S.K. Allen, M. Tignor, and PM. Midgley (eds.)]. A Special Report of Working Groups |
and Il the intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK, and
New York, NY, USA. pp.3-21.)

WHAT IS CLIMATE CHANGE?

MITIGATION

The climate is changing and human activities are viewed as one

of the causes for this change. * Nitrous oxide

Our lifestyle has led to the accumulation of greenhouse gases
(GHGSs) in the atmosphere. These GHGs trap heat from the sun,
making the earth warmer. Manifestations of a warmer world
include rising mean temperatures, sea level rise andincrease in
the frequency and intensity of extreme weather events like
droughts and greater rainfall.

(Verbruggen, A., W. Moomaw, J. Nyboer, 2011: Annex | Glossary, Acronyms, Chemical Symbols and Prefi xes.
In IPCC Special Report on Renewable Energy Sources and Climate Change Mitigation [O. Edenhofer, R.
PichsMadruga, Y. Sokona, K. Seyboth, P. Matschoss, S. Kadner, T. Zwickel, P. Eickemeier, G. Hansen, S
Schlomer, C. von Stechow (eds)]. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, United Kingdom and New York, NY,

The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate ik

Change defines climate change as a change in the state of the
climate that can be identified (e.g., by using statistical tests) by
changes in the mean and/or the variability of its properties and
that persists for an extended period, typically decades or
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Responding to the call for action, the international community crafted and
E‘,‘.,":ﬁ:?,"bﬁ,’;ﬁil‘“‘““s mﬁ;gssoumss signed the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change,
Inundate coastal lands 6 0 Change in water supply which seeks to “stabilize greenhouse gas concentration§ ir_T the atmosphe:re
. . . . . f Costwqifendcoaﬂal :Naterqu:lgv ” at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with
Climate change is primarily caused by the accumulation o gep e e the climate system. Such a level should be achieved within a time frame

greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, trapping the sun’s heat,
commonly known as the greenhouse effect.
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sufficient to allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate change, to
ensure that food production is not threatened and to enable economic
developmentto proceed in a sustainable manner.”



WHAT IS THE GOVERNMENT DOING TO

HELP IN THE GLOBAL EFFORT TO
FIGHT CLIMATE CHANGE?

A. CLIMATE CHANGE COMMISSION

The Philippine Congress enacted Republic Act 9729 otherwise
known as the Climate Change Act of 2009. This law created the
Climate Change Commission.

The Commission is the lead policy-making body tasked to
coordinate, monitor and evaluate action plans of the government
related to climate change.

The Commission formulated the National Strategy Framework on
Climate Change and the National Climate Change Action Plan. The
NCCAP, which was approved on November 25, 2011, is currently
being demonstrated at the local level through the Ecotown
Framework.

B. CABINET CLUSTER ON CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION AND
MITIGATION

Formed under Executive Order 43, the Cabinet Cluster on Climate
Change Adaptation and Mitigation serves as the President’s
advisory committee on climate change related programs, policies
and projects. This cluster shall focus on the conservation, and
protection of the environment and natural resources. It shall take
the lead in pursuing measures to adapt to and mitigate the effects
of climate change on the Philippine archipelago.

The Commission serves as the cabinet secretariat for this cluster
which has 10 core member government agencies headed by the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources.

C.PEOPLE’S SURVIVAL FUND LAW

Through the passage of Republic Act 10174, more commonly
known as the People’s Survival Fund (PSF) Law, the government
allotted an initial budget of PHP 1 Billion for the implementation of
climate change adaptation initiatives of local governments and
communities.

The PSF is a special fund from the national treasury which can be
used for the management of water resources, land, agricultural
and fisheries, health, infrastructure development, and natural
ecosystems. It would also be used in guaranteeing risk insurance
needs for farmers and agricultural workers and for community
adaptation support programs of local organizations.
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D.PEOPLE’S SURVIVAL FUND BOARD

This body will oversee the utilization of the People’s Survival Fund

by:

* Providing strategic guidance in the management and use of

the fund.

* Developing social, financial and environmental safeguards to
be used in projectimplementation.

* Issuingfinal approval of projects for the use of the fund.

* Auditing the fund through anindependent third party.

AS INDIVIDUALS WHAT CAN WE DO TO
HELP FIGHT CLIMATE CHANGE?
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