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ABS CBN 
 
BFAR: Climate change among challenges faced by PH fisheries production 
By: Job Manahan 
 
The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) on Tuesday said climate change 
remains one of the biggest threats to Philippine fisheries production.  
 
BUSINESS MIRROR 
 
Liveable Cities Philippines and Ayala group outline new road map for climate resilience 
By: Rizal Raoul Reyes 
 
Liveable Cities Philippines, in partnership with Delivery Associates, a global consultancy that 
works with governments and mission-driven organizations to move from vision to outcome, 
recently gathered leaders from government, business and civil society for a focused discussion 
on how cities can move from planning to consistent, measurable delivery of essential services. 
 
GMA NEWS 
 
Marcos: Sustainable development, climate action a ‘shared imperative’ 
 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Tuesday stressed the importance of enhanced global 
cooperation in advancing sustainable development and strengthening climate action during his 
visit to Abu Dhabi, noting that sustainability is now a “shared imperative.” 
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JOURNAL ONLINE 
 
AJAD December 2025 issue highlights digitalization, gender inclusion, climate 
adaptation, and data systems in Asian agriculture 
 
Seven new studies published in the December 2025 issue of the Asian Journal of Agriculture 
and Development (AJAD)—a publication of the Southeast Asian Regional Center for Graduate 
Study and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA)—shed light on emerging trends that are 
reshaping agriculture across Asia. The papers tackle long-standing but rapidly evolving themes 
such as digitalization, gender inclusion, climate change adaptation, and data systems that are 
increasingly influencing agricultural policy and practice in the region. 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Marcos calls for more accessible, fairer climate financing 
By: Betheena Unite 
 
President Marcos has called on global financial institutions to make climate financing more 
accessible and fairer. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Marcos calls for reforms in climate change, sustainable dev’t financing 
By: Luisa Cabato 
 
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. advanced his call for reforms in global financial institutions to 
make climate and development financing fairer, more accessible, and more responsive during 
the Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week (ADSW) on Tuesday. 
 
POLITIKO 
 
Marcos calls for more accessible, fairer climate financing 
 
At the Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week dialogue, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. highlighted that 
addressing climate change is not just a local issue but a global responsibility. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ABS CBN 
 
BFAR: Climate change among challenges faced by PH fisheries production 
By: Job Manahan 
 
The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) on Tuesday said climate change 
remains one of the biggest threats to Philippine fisheries production.  
 
In a public briefing, BFAR Spokesperson Nazario Briguera said this problem is worsened by the 
destruction of critical marine habitats, which is why it is important for the public to protect them.  
 
“Ang epekto nito ay mas lalong lalala kung sira ang ating marine habitat. Mas lumalala ito kaya 
kailangan natin tugunan ang climate change, wag natin sirain ang bakawanan – ang ating 
mangroves, ang ating mga seagrass, ang ating mga coral,” said the BFAR official.  
 
“Ito ang mga bagay para ma-mitigate natin ang climate change sa ating bansa (JC) ang 
pinakalamakas na depensa sa ating coastal areas ay ang natural barriers, yung mga 
mangroves natin, kapag may daluyong, storm surges. Aside sa tahanan sila ng mga isda, 
proteksyon din sila ng ating komunidad,” he added. 
 
Briguera said the government also puts a premium on aquaculture, noting that this sector 
accounts for 52 percent of fisheries output in the country. 
 
“Malaki ang potensyal ng aquaculture so dapat doon din ang concentration ng pamahalaan. 
(JC) Paano natin pamamahalaan ito? Patuloy natin pinalalakas ang tinatawag natin na 
legislated hatcheries sa mga komunidad,” he said.  
 
“Walang ibang pamamaraan para mapalawak natin ang produksyon, mapaunlad natin ang 
produksyon, mapanumbalik natin ang sigla ng karagatan… kailangan patuloy nating ipagpatuloy 
ang conservation measures: closed-fishing season, mga habitats, sanctuaries, marine reserves 
natin, kailangan isinusulong natin yan,” the spokesman added.  
 
Once the fish habitat is destroyed, he said, it would be more challenging to make fishery 
production sustainable.  
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BUSINESS MIRROR 
 
Liveable Cities Philippines and Ayala group outline new road map for climate resilience 
By: Rizal Raoul Reyes 
 
Liveable Cities Philippines, in partnership with Delivery Associates, a global consultancy that 
works with governments and mission-driven organizations to move from vision to outcome, 
recently gathered leaders from government, business and civil society for a focused discussion 
on how cities can move from planning to consistent, measurable delivery of essential services. 
 
“Cities face stronger risks every year, but the solutions are within reach. What matters is 
execution. When cities strengthen their delivery systems, people feel the results in safer 
communities and more dependable services,” Guillermo M. Luz, Chair of Liveable Cities 
Philippines, says in the forum. 
 
“Strong plans are essential, but resilience depends on what happens next. With clear priorities, 
good data, and the right partners, cities can move from managing crises to building systems that 
help communities recover faster and thrive over time,” says Laurel Blatchford, Senior Fellow at 
Delivery Associates via Zoom from Washington. 
 
She shared practical ways that cities around the world turn plans into real results. This includes 
being a prop active,  spotting problems early, being clear about who is doing what, and checking 
in regularly to stay on track. Blatchford adds these simple habits help leaders focus on what 
truly matters for their communities and build systems that keep working even as circumstances 
or leadership change. 
 
In a powerful display of corporate synergy, Ayala conglomerate subsidiaries ACEN Corp. and 
Globe Telecom have outlined a comprehensive roadmap for climate action and disaster 
resilience. The strategy, presented by senior leadership, focuses on a dual-track approach: 
aggressively transitioning to renewable energy to mitigate climate change while “hardening” 
critical infrastructure to survive the Philippines’ increasingly volatile weather patterns. 
 
Miguel Fernandez, senior vice president and head of operations at ACEN (formerly AC Energy), 
says it is now a leader in the renewable space, driven by the philosophy that clean energy is the 
first line of defense against climate disasters. “The transition to renewable energy is 
instrumental in preventing these disasters in the first place,” Fernandez stated. He revealed 
ACEN’s ambitious goal to reach 20 gigawatts (GW) of renewable capacity within the next 5 to 
10 years. 
 
To manage the operational risks of this transition, ACEN has implemented a sophisticated 
three-tiered incident management system: 
 
Level 1-3 Response: A scalable framework designed to address everything from minor technical 
glitches to full-scale national emergencies. 
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Rotating Rosters: Ensuring the incident management team is always fresh and ready for 
immediate deployment. 
 
Community Integration: Close collaboration with local government units (LGUs) to ensure 
energy security during calamities. 
 
Fernandez drew on the company’s experience during Typhoon Odette, noting that ACEN 
utilized helicopters to bypass destroyed roads to deliver essential supplies and financial aid to 
devastated communities. 
 
Building ‘hardened’ networks for the future 
 
Parallel to ACEN’s energy shift, Globe Telecom is focusing on “physical hardening” and 
decentralized power. As the first Philippine publicly listed company with approved net-zero 
targets, Globe is reimagining how a telecom network survives a super typhoon. 
 
“During a massive typhoon, the grid is often the first thing to fail,” says Jayme Maniti, senior 
manager, head of operational management risk management, Globe Telecom explains. To 
combat this, she says Globe is shifting toward decentralized power sources like solar, making 
cell sites less dependent on the vulnerable national grid. 
 
Key pillars of Globe’s resilience strategy include: 
 
Extreme Tower Engineering: Redesigning and retrofitting towers to withstand wind speeds of up 
to 340 kph, significantly exceeding current industry standards. 
 
Strategic Foresight: A three-step process involving deep scenario analysis, community impact 
assessment, and mitigation. 
 
Emergency Communication: Partnering with the NDRRMC to deploy geo-targeted SMS 
warnings and cell broadcasts to save lives in real-time. 
 
A Call for radical collaboration 
 
The presentation concluded with a call for stronger public-private partnerships. Beyond 
infrastructure, the Ayala Group is looking toward social impact, including potential collaborations 
with the Department of Education (DepEd) to pilot micro-solar power models in “last-mile” or 
off-grid schools. 
 
“Our call to action today is simple,” the presentation noted. “Let us formalize and strengthen the 
mechanism for collaboration. With Globe [and ACEN], let’s go forward together.” 
 
 Luz says Liveable Cities Philippines emphasizes the importance of partnerships that bring 
national agencies, city governments, schools and private utilities together. Stronger 
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collaboration, better data sharing and clearer processes allow cities to respond faster, avoid 
delays and keep essential services running during crises, according to Luz. 
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GMA NEWS 
 
Marcos: Sustainable development, climate action a ‘shared imperative’ 
 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Tuesday stressed the importance of enhanced global 
cooperation in advancing sustainable development and strengthening climate action during his 
visit to Abu Dhabi, noting that sustainability is now a “shared imperative.” 
 
He made the remarks in his keynote address at the Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week (ADSW), 
where he also thanked the United Arab Emirates for convening the ADSW as a vital platform to 
bring together governments, the private sector, and civil society to align policies, technologies, 
and investments in support of sustainability. 
 
“The Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week (ADSW) reminds us that sustainability is no longer the 
concern of any single sector but a shared imperative,” Marcos said during the ADSW dialogue 
“Next Leap: Global South Infrastructure.” 
 
“This year’s theme, ‘The Nexus of Next: All Systems Go,’ captures this reality well. Progress 
today means that we must move together with purpose,” he added. 
 
The President is on a working visit to the UAE, his second in over a year, to strengthen bilateral 
relations between Manila and Abu Dhabi in trade, defense, and sustainable development. 
 
The ADSW is a prestigious annual forum hosted by the UAE where world leaders and experts 
convene to showcase innovative solutions and drive global action on climate change, clean 
energy, and sustainable development. 
 
Achieving sustainable development goals 
 
In his keynote remarks, Marcos also renewed the Philippines’ commitment to achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by strengthening the link between climate action, 
adaptation, and economic development. 
 
He also highlighted the country’s development agenda, which prioritizes inclusive growth, 
innovation, resilient infrastructure, and strong institutions. 
 
He noted that the Philippines remains highly vulnerable to climate change. 
 
As chair of the Like-Minded Group of Middle-Income Countries, the President underscored the 
challenges faced by many economies such as rising debt, fiscal constraints, and limited access 
to development finance. 
 
He also reiterated calls for reforms in global financial institutions to make climate and 
development financing fairer, more accessible, and more responsive. 
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Climate finance, resilience 
 
In addition, Marcos reiterated the Philippines’ consistent advocacy for increased climate finance, 
the effective use of concessional financing like Official Development Assistance (ODA), and 
support for disaster risk reduction and management, sustainable transport and infrastructure, 
and the circular economy. 
 
He noted that back home, the Philippines adopted a community-led approach to climate 
resilience. 
 
Marcos cited the People’s Survival Fund as a key mechanism in supporting vulnerable 
communities through adaptation projects, climate data, and technology. 
 
“The Philippines views the People’s Survival Fund as complementing the Green Climate Fund, 
Adaptation Fund, and the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage – three global 
mechanisms where we are board members. We are also the proud host to the Fund for 
Responding to Loss and Damage,” he said. 
 
The President likewise underscored the need for reform in the global financial architecture. 
 
He also pointed to discussions during the Fourth International Conference on Financing for 
Development in Spain where countries acknowledged that the current system is “no longer fit for 
purpose,” particularly for climate-vulnerable nations. 
 
“Borrowing costs for climate-vulnerable countries exceed growth rates, while debt burdens 
crowd out investments in health, education, and resilience. This is not simply a matter of 
finance. It is a matter of equity, stability, and shared responsibility,” Marcos said. 
 
In advancing sustainable development, he highlighted the Philippines’ “Whole-of-Nation PLUS” 
approach, which expands partnerships, deepens inclusivity, and harnesses innovation. 
 
He said this approach contributed to progress in SDG key areas, including affordable and clean 
energy; industry, innovation, and infrastructure; and responsible consumption and production. 
 
Meanwhile, the President said one of the government’s long-term goals is to accelerate the 
energy transition by accelerating the utilization and deployment of renewable energy. 
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Marcos calls for more accessible, fairer climate financing 
By: Betheena Unite 
 
President Marcos has called on global financial institutions to make climate financing more 
accessible and fairer. 
 
Malacañang said Marcos "reiterated calls for reforms in global financial institutions to make 
climate and development financing fairer, more accessible, and more responsive" during his 
keynote speech at the Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week (ADSW) on Tuesday, Jan. 13. 
 
This, as he noted that the Philippines remains highly vulnerable to climate change, emphasizing 
the challenges faced by many economies, including rising debt, fiscal constraints, and limited 
access to development finance. 
 
“Borrowing costs for climate-vulnerable countries exceed growth rates, while debt burdens 
crowd out investments in health, education, and resilience. This is not simply a matter of 
finance. It is a matter of equity, stability, and shared responsibility,” Marcos said. 
 
The President also stressed the Philippines’ consistent advocacy for increased climate finance, 
the effective use of concessional financing, such as Official Development Assistance, and 
support for disaster risk reduction and management, sustainable transport and infrastructure, 
and the circular economy. 
 
He cited the country's move to adopt a community-led approach to climate resilience, citing the 
People’s Survival Fund as a key mechanism supporting vulnerable communities through 
adaptation projects, climate data, and technology. 
 
“The Philippines views the People’s Survival Fund as complementing the Green Climate Fund, 
Adaptation Fund, and the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage—three global mechanisms 
where we are board members. We are also the proud host to the Fund for Responding to Loss 
and Damage,” he said. 
 
Marcos also highlighted the need for reform in the global financial architecture, noting 
discussions during the Fourth International Conference on Financing for Development in Spain, 
where countries acknowledged that the current system is “no longer fit for purpose,” particularly 
for climate-vulnerable nations. 
 
In his remark, Marcos thanked the United Arab Emirates (UAE) for convening ADSW, describing 
it as a vital platform that brings together governments, the private sector, and civil society to 
align policies, technologies, and investments in support of sustainability. 
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“The Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week (ADSW) reminds us that sustainability is no longer the 
concern of any single sector but a shared imperative,” he said, adding that this year’s theme, 
‘The Nexus of Next: All Systems Go,’ captures this reality well. 
 
Amid rapid technological, economic, and geopolitical shifts, Marcos also reaffirmed the 
Philippines’ commitment to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 
strengthening the link between climate action, adaptation, and economic development. 
 
Renewable energy commitment 
 
In his keynote address, Marcos also reaffirmed the Philippines’ commitment to renewable 
energy expansion, nuclear safety, and science-driven sustainability. 
 
The President cited the signing of the Philippine National Nuclear Energy Safety Act, which 
establishes the country’s first comprehensive framework for the safe, secure, and peaceful use 
of nuclear technology. 
 
“This provides a stable and predictable environment for scientists and industries to innovate 
safely and responsibly. It also signals the Philippines’ readiness to deepen science-driven 
cooperation with global partners,” he said. 
 
The Chief Executive noted the Philippines’ growing role in science-based solutions, including 
hosting the world’s first International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) High-Level Forum on 
Nuclear Technology for Controlling Plastic Pollution, which advanced public-private partnerships 
and innovation for circular and sustainable technologies. 
 
Marcos is on a working visit to the UAE, his second visit in just over a year, to further strengthen 
bilateral relations between Manila and Abu Dhabi in trade, defense, and sustainable 
development. 
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JOURNAL ONLINE 
 
AJAD December 2025 issue highlights digitalization, gender inclusion, climate 
adaptation, and data systems in Asian agriculture 
 
Seven new studies published in the December 2025 issue of the Asian Journal of Agriculture 
and Development (AJAD)—a publication of the Southeast Asian Regional Center for Graduate 
Study and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA)—shed light on emerging trends that are 
reshaping agriculture across Asia. The papers tackle long-standing but rapidly evolving themes 
such as digitalization, gender inclusion, climate change adaptation, and data systems that are 
increasingly influencing agricultural policy and practice in the region. 
 
The issue underscores how farmers, cooperatives, researchers, and policymakers are 
responding to structural changes in agriculture and rural communities, and offers 
evidence-based recommendations for more inclusive and sustainable development. 
 
It is commonly believed that limited buying capacity restricts farmers’ access to information and 
communication technology (ICT), thereby limiting their participation in a digital society. However, 
in the study “Exploring Forms of Capital in Farmers’ ICT Use and Its Continuation: A 
Perspective on Digital Inequality,” authors Md Mahbubul Alam and Sharjana Akter Shaba of 
Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University show that digital inequality extends beyond income or 
access to devices. 
 
Surveying 118 farmers in rural Bangladesh, the study finds that psychological, human, and 
social forms of capital—such as the perceived usefulness of ICT, confidence in using digital 
tools, and peer influence—strongly affect farmers’ intention to use ICT for farming-related 
activities. Economic factors like perceived cost were not found to be decisive, likely because 
mobile-based ICT has become relatively affordable and a necessity in daily life. 
 
The findings suggest that strengthening farmers’ skills, motivation, and social learning networks 
may be more effective than focusing solely on lowering technology costs. This offers important 
insights for designing inclusive digital extension and rural development policies. 
 
The second paper in the AJAD December 2025 issue examines how women’s participation in 
cooperative governance in Vietnam leads to multiple organizational benefits. In “Influence of 
Women’s Participation on the Management and Internal Control of Cooperatives in Vietnam,” 
lead author Ngo Thi Thu Hang and her co-authors study 222 cooperatives across six provinces 
in Vietnam. 
 
The research finds that cooperatives with female board representation offer significantly more 
diverse services to members. Improved regulatory compliance and enhanced management 
activities may also be attributed to women’s involvement in accounting units. 
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The authors—from Vietnam National University, National University of Agriculture, Deutscher 
Genossenschafts- und Raiffeisenverband e.V. (DGRV) Vietnam, and the Vietnam Ministry of 
Finance—recommend that, amid uneven women’s participation, women’s involvement in 
cooperative decision-making, targeted trainings, supportive policies, and strengthened social 
networks should be enhanced to promote sustainable cooperative development and gender 
equality. 
 
Addressing the dual challenges of feed inefficiency and water quality degradation in 
aquaculture, Universiti Putra Malaysia academics Nurshahida Azreen Mohd Jais and her 
co-authors present a technology-driven solution in “An Intelligent Fish Feeder System Based on 
Biomass Information Using Computer Vision and IoT Integration.” 
 
The study introduces an intelligent feeding system that integrates Internet of Things (IoT) 
sensors for water quality monitoring with a You Look Only Once (YOLO)v8-based computer 
vision model for real-time biomass estimation. The system, developed by the research team, 
automatically adjusts feeding based on live video analysis and environmental data. 
 
Their study validates the system’s capability to reduce feed wastage and maintain water quality. 
By improving feed efficiency and environmental management, this integrated solution enhances 
farm management efficiency, reduces costs, and strengthens the sustainability and 
competitiveness of small-scale tilapia aquaculture. 
 
Another paper focused on Vietnam presents the results of a pioneering project that developed 
the country’s first agri-food composition database. In “Developing a National Agri-food 
Composition Database to Support Nutrition, Trade, and Rural Development in Vietnam,” Bui 
Quang Dang and his co-authors analyze 100 representative food products across seven groups 
(cereals, tubers, legumes and nuts, vegetables, fruits, eggs, and dairy) using standardized 
laboratory methods. 
 
Samples were purposively collected from Vietnam’s key production regions between January 
2022 and June 2024 to capture seasonal and geographic variation, revealing substantial 
differences in nutrient profiles among food groups. 
 
This database provides a critical foundation for nutrition education, dietary guideline 
development, food safety monitoring, and nutrition-sensitive agricultural policies. The 
authors—from the Vietnam Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Center for Agrarian Research 
and Development, and Tay Bac University—aim for future efforts that will expand the range of 
foods analyzed, standardize analytical protocols, and integrate Vietnam’s database with regional 
and global food composition networks. Such efforts are expected to support evidence-based 
nutrition strategies and sustainable food system development. 
 
In the Philippines, with over 400 rice varieties bred by the Philippine Rice Research Institute 
(PhilRice) being commercialized, it is critical to understand how these varieties perform among 
various stakeholders to support wider adoption. 
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The study “Understanding the Uptake of NSIC Rc 160 Rice Variety in the Philippines,” by Jaime 
Manalo IV and his co-authors from PhilRice and the Central Luzon State University (CLSU), 
explores the adoption of NSIC Rc 160 across the value chain. Using innovation mapping, 
supported by interviews and discussions conducted in nine provinces across the country, the 
study finds that NSIC Rc 160 is popular and widespread, with high acceptability among 
consumers and farmers. 
 
Nonetheless, the variety’s success has been constrained by weaknesses arising from 
competing and sometimes conflicting goals among the different actors. The study provides 
insights into these conflicts, which, if addressed, may facilitate not only the broader uptake of 
NSIC Rc 160 but also the success of subsequent rice innovations. 
 
Another paper from PhilRice and CLSU addresses the urgent issue of climate resilience in rice 
farming communities. In “Unpacking the Climate Change Adaptation ‘Toolbox’ of Rice 
Communities in Central Luzon, Philippines,” lead author Jaime A. Manalo IV and his co-authors 
examine the adaptive capacity of rice communities in Central Luzon, the country’s second 
largest rice-producing region. 
 
The “toolbox” refers to the collective adaptive mechanisms available to farmers, including 
infrastructure, institutional arrangements, laws, and other measures that help them cope with 
the impacts of climate change. The study finds that while many tools—especially 
technologies—are available, these are often poorly utilized. 
 
The authors point out that this underutilization is largely due to limited efforts along the social 
dimension of climate change adaptation. Among the key recommendations are to intensify 
campaigns encouraging farmers to fully utilize their entitlements and to develop concrete 
deployment plans for the identified adaptive mechanisms. 
 
The issue also features a policy-focused article addressing international trade opportunities. The 
“Policy Comment: Unraveling the Rice Varietal Dilemma within the EU–Vietnam Trade 
Agreement” by Julia Checco and her co-authors from the University of Queensland, Australia, 
proposes a framework to help the Vietnamese rice industry fully capitalize on the EU–Vietnam 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA). 
 
The authors recommend regularly updating the varietal list to reflect current European Union 
(EU) market preferences and categorizing rice based on grain types. This approach would 
enable Vietnam to maximize the benefits of the annual quota worth EUR 11.8 million (USD 12.7 
million) and enhance its competitiveness in the EU market. 
 
They further note that this framework can serve as a blueprint for other rice-producing countries 
seeking to develop adaptable FTAs and ensure that they can fully capitalize on the benefits of 
such trade agreements. 
 

 
13 



The full AJAD volume 22 issue number 2 (December 2025), which contains the above articles, 
is available for free at ajad.searca.org. Past issues are also archived and available for download 
from the site, while print copies can be obtained through subscription and from the SEARCA 
Knowledge Shop in Los Baños, Laguna. 
 
AJAD publishes articles resulting from empirical, policy-oriented, or institutional development 
studies, as well as perspectives on agriculture and development, the political economy of rural 
development, and trade issues. Submissions are welcome year-round through the journal’s 
online submission portal.  
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POLITIKO 
 
Marcos calls for more accessible, fairer climate financing 
 
At the Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week dialogue, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. highlighted that 
addressing climate change is not just a local issue but a global responsibility. 
 
In his remarks, Marcos thanked the United Arab Emirates (UAE) for hosting the summit, calling 
it a crucial meeting place for governments, businesses, and civil society to coordinate policies, 
technology, and investments around sustainability. 
 
“The Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week reminds us that sustainability is no longer the concern of 
any single sector but a shared imperative,” Marcos said during the ADSW dialogue “Next Leap: 
Global South Infrastructure.” 
 
“This year’s theme, ‘The Nexus of Next: All Systems Go,’ captures this reality well. Progress 
today means that we must move together with purpose,” he added. 
 
Marcos traveled to the UAE for a two-day working visit to strengthen the country’s economic and 
security relations. 
 
Amid rapid global change, Marcos said the Philippines is committed to achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals, linking climate action with economic growth, innovation, 
resilient infrastructure, and strong institutions. 
 
He noted, however, that the Philippines remains highly vulnerable to climate threats. 
 
Speaking as chair of the Like-Minded Group of Middle-Income Countries, Marcos highlighted 
challenges faced by many nations such as rising debt, tight budgets, and limited access to 
development finance. He called for reforms in global financial institutions to make climate and 
development funding fairer, more accessible, and more responsive. 
 
He said the Philippines adopted a community-led approach to climate resilience, citing the 
People’s Survival Fund as a key mechanism supporting vulnerable communities through 
adaptation projects, climate data, and technology. 
 
“The Philippines views the People’s Survival Fund as complementing the Green Climate Fund, 
Adaptation Fund, and the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage — three global 
mechanisms where we are board members. We are also the proud host to the Fund for 
Responding to Loss and Damage,” he said.  

 
15 

https://politiko.com.ph/2026/01/13/marcos-stronger-global-cooperation-needed-on-sustainable-devt-climate-action/daily-feed/


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Marcos calls for reforms in climate change, sustainable dev’t financing 
By: Luisa Cabato 
 
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. advanced his call for reforms in global financial institutions to 
make climate and development financing fairer, more accessible, and more responsive during 
the Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week (ADSW) on Tuesday. 
 
In his keynote address, Marcos said the Philippines remains at high risk from climate change 
and, as chair of the Like-Minded Group of Middle-Income Countries, stressed the hurdles faced 
by many economies, the Presidential Communications Office (PCO) said in a press release.  
 
These include rising debt, fiscal constraints, and limited access to development finance. 
 
“The Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week (ADSW) reminds us that sustainability is no longer the 
concern of any single sector but a shared imperative,” Marcos said during the ADSW dialogue 
“Next Leap: Global South Infrastructure.” 
 
“This year’s theme, ‘The Nexus of Next: All Systems Go,’ captures this reality well. Progress 
today means that we must move together with purpose,” he added. 
 
He also reiterated the Philippines’ advocacy for increased climate finance, the effective use of 
concessional financing such as Official Development Assistance, and support for disaster risk 
reduction and management, sustainable transport and infrastructure, and the circular economy. 
 
Marcos also cited the government’s adoption of a community-led approach to climate resilience, 
adding that the People’s Survival Fund is a key mechanism supporting vulnerable communities. 
 
“The Philippines views the People’s Survival Fund as complementing the Green Climate Fund, 
Adaptation Fund, and the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage—three global mechanisms 
where we are board members. We are also the proud host to the Fund for Responding to Loss 
and Damage,” he said. 
 
Marcos further urged reforms in the global financial architecture, noting that the current system 
is “no longer fit for purpose,” particularly for climate-vulnerable nations. 
 
“Borrowing costs for climate-vulnerable countries exceed growth rates, while debt burdens 
crowd out investments in health, education, and resilience. This is not simply a matter of 
finance. It is a matter of equity, stability, and shared responsibility,” the President said. 
 
Meanwhile, the PCO said Marcos underscored the Philippines’ “Whole-of-Nation PLUS” 
approach, which integrates collaboration and innovation. 
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He added that one of his administration’s long-term goals is to accelerate the energy transition 
by speeding up the utilization and deployment of renewable energy. 
 
Marcos is on a working visit to the UAE to further strengthen bilateral relations between Manila 
and Abu Dhabi in trade, defense, and sustainable development. 
 

=END=  
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