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2025 was third hottest year on record: EU, US experts

The planet logged its third hottest year on record in 2025, extending a run of unprecedented
heat, with no relief expected in 2026, US researchers and EU climate monitors said Wednesday.

More ar nder wind signal 1 ‘Ada’ contin move w

More areas in the eastern side of the country were placed under Tropical Cyclone Wind Signal
No. 1 as tropical depression Ada continued to move west northwestward over the Philippine
Sea east of Mindanao.

MANILA STANDARD

[Opinion] Climate change impact on biodiversity
By: Honor Blanco Cabie

“The warming of ocean temperatures due to climate change poses a severe threat to the
Philippines’ vibrant coral reefs”.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/1/14/2025-was-third-hottest-year-on-record-eu-us-experts-1312
https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/1/14/more-areas-under-wind-signal-1-as-ada-continues-to-move-west-2341
https://manilastandard.net/opinion/314691321/climate-change-impact-on-biodiversity-2.html

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Green transition for a better future
By: Andreas Pfaffernoschke

The European Union and the Philippines share a common interest in each other’s prosperity
and security. Green transition and sustainability of both our economies are crucial for shifting
toward a sustainable growth path, combating climate change, preserving biodiversity, and
ensuring long-term economic resilience by reducing reliance on fossil fuels, fostering innovation,
creating green jobs, and aligning with global sustainability goals. It's a fundamental shift in
production, consumption, and energy systems to create a low-carbon, resource-efficient, and
socially inclusive future.

PH. UAE sign Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
By: Luisa Cabato

The Philippines and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) on Tuesday signed the historic
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA)—the country’s first free trade pact
with a Middle Eastern nation.
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Global disaster losses fall in 2025 but climate risks remain high

Global losses from natural disasters fell to USD224 billion in 2025, nearly 40 percent lower than
the previous year, but extreme weather events linked to climate change remain a serious
concern, reinsurance giant Munich Re said Tuesday.
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PH calls on inclusive reforms to climate change response in ADSW 2026
By: Dean Aubrey Caratiquet

Expressing his oneness with world leaders, innovators, and investors towards sustainability,
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. participated in the opening ceremony of the Abu Dhabi

Sustainability Week (ADSW) on Tuesday.
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2025 was third hottest vear on record: EU, US experts

The planet logged its third hottest year on record in 2025, extending a run of unprecedented
heat, with no relief expected in 2026, US researchers and EU climate monitors said Wednesday.

The last 11 years have now been the warmest ever recorded, with 2024 topping the podium and
2023 in second place, according to the EU's Copernicus Climate Change Service and Berkeley
Earth, a California-based non-profit research organisation.

For the first time, global temperatures exceeded 1.5C relative to pre-industrial times on average
over the last three years, Copernicus said in its annual report.

"The warming spike observed from 2023-2025 has been extreme, and suggests an acceleration
in the rate of the Earth's warming," Berkeley Earth said in a separate report.

The landmark 2015 Paris Agreement commits the world to limiting warming to well below 2C
and pursuing efforts to hold it at 1.5C -- a long-term target scientists say would help avoid the
worst consequences of climate change.

UN chief Antonio Guterres warned in October that breaching 1.5C was "inevitable" but the world
could limit this period of overshoot by cutting greenhouse gas emissions as quickly as possible.

Copernicus said the 1.5C limit "could be reached by the end of this decade -— over a decade
earlier than predicted".

But efforts to contain global warming were dealt another setback last week as President Donald
Trump said he would pull the United States -- the world's second-biggest polluter after China --
out of the bedrock UN climate treaty.

Temperatures were 1.47C above pre-industrial times in 2025 -- just a fraction cooler than in
2023 -- following 1.6C in 2024, according to the EU climate monitor.

Some 770 million people experienced record-warm annual conditions where they live, while no
record-cold annual average was logged anywhere, according to Berkeley Earth.

The Antarctic experienced its warmest year on record while it was the second hottest in the
Arctic, Copernicus said.

An AFP analysis of Copernicus data last month found that Central Asia, the Sahel region and
northern Europe experienced their hottest year on record in 2025.
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2026: FOURTH-WARMEST?
Berkeley and Copernicus both warned that 2026 would not break the trend.

If the warming El Nino weather phenomenon appears this year, "this could make 2026 another
record-breaking year", Carlo Buontempo, director of the Copernicus Climate Change Service,
told AFP.

"Temperatures are going up. So we are bound to see new records. Whether it will be 2026,
2027, 2028 doesn't matter too much. The direction of travel is very, very clear," Buontempo said.

Berkeley Earth said it expected this year to be similar to 2025, "with the most likely outcome
being approximately the fourth-warmest year since 1850".

- Emissions fight -

The reports come as efforts to cut greenhouse gas emissions -- the main driver of climate
change -- are stalling in developed countries.

Emissions rose in the United States last year, snapping a two-year streak of declines, as bitter
winters and the Al boom fueled demand for energy, the Rhodium Group think tank said
Tuesday.

The pace of reductions of greenhouse gas emissions slowed in Germany and France.

"While greenhouse gas emissions remain the dominant driver of global warming, the magnitude
of this recent spike suggests additional factors have amplified recent warming beyond what we
would expect from greenhouse gases and natural variability alone," said Berkeley Earth chief
scientist Robert Rohde.

The organization said international rules cutting sulfur in ship fuel since 2020 may have actually
added to warming by reducing sulfur dioxide emissions, which form aerosols that reflect sunlight
away from Earth.



More areas under wind signal 1 as ‘Ada’ continues to move west

More areas in the eastern side of the country were placed under Tropical Cyclone Wind Signal
No. 1 as tropical depression Ada continued to move west northwestward over the Philippine
Sea east of Mindanao.

Signal No. 1 was hoisted over Sorsogon, the southeastern portion of Albay, Northern Samair,
Samar, Eastern Samar, Dinagat Islands, Surigao del Norte and Surigao del Sur.

Ada, the country’s first storm for 2026, was located 460 kilometers east of Hinatuan, Surigao del
Sur, packing maximum sustained winds of 45 kilometers per hour near the center, with gusts of
up to 55 kph.

Ada is forecast to intensify up to tropical storm strength, which may warrant the raising of wind
signal no. 2 in some areas.

It will move generally northwestward and will pass close or make landfall over Eastern Visayas
on Friday or Saturday, before passing close or making landfall over Catanduanes on Saturday
or Sunday.

The weather disturbance will bring significant rains over Caraga, Eastern Visayas, and Bicol
Region through the weekend.

Moderate to heavy rains may be expected in Northern and Eastern Samar and most of Bicol
Region.

Flooding and landslides are likely, with lahar flood also possible along the slopes of the currently
restive Mayon Volcano.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/1/14/more-areas-under-wind-signal-1-as-ada-continues-to-move-west-2341

MANILA STANDARD

[Opinion] Climate change impact on biodiversity
By: Honor Blanco Cabie

“The warming of ocean temperatures due to climate change poses a severe threat to the
Philippines’ vibrant coral reefs”

CLIMATOLOGISTS have raised once more the bulletin board that sea levels in the Philippines,
an archipelagic nation of more than 7,000 islands, are rising at about twice the global average
and are smashing into biodiversity.

Which means the rise of mean sea-level for the Philippines has been noted in several studies to
be above the global average rate, ranging from 5.7 to 7.0 mm per year.

This further means rising sea levels, higher temperatures, and increased frequency of typhoons
and extreme weather events can cause floods, landslides, and erosion that pollute water
resources, damage infrastructure, destroy crops, and lead to loss of lives and livelihoods.

Weathermen say the sea level in the Philippines — a country of 117 million population and has
more than 36,000 kilometers coastlines — is rising three times faster than the global average,
putting many of its coastal villages in peril, according to climate scientist Rosalina de Guzman of
the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA)
climate data section.

With 70 percent of the country’s municipalities facing large bodies of water, including the Pacific
Ocean, that could spell a “big impact” on those populations, according to de Guzman.

Scientists have attributed sea level rise to warming temperatures, which melt the polar ice caps,
causing oceans to expand.

But what is biodiversity?

This covers all the different kinds of life we find in one area — the variety of animals, plants,
fungi, and even microorganisms like bacteria that make up our natural world.

Each of these species and organisms work together in ecosystems, like an intricate web, to
maintain balance and support life.

Weather experts say sea levels during strong storms in a country that averages 20 a year, and
when these make landfall the higher sea level contributes to storm surge that can rise upwards
of 15-20 feet, displacing thousands or even millions of citizens in coastal communities.
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Experts note that rising sea levels, higher temperatures, and increased frequency of typhoons
and extreme weather events can cause floods, landslides, and erosion that pollute water
resources, damage infrastructure, destroy crops, and lead to loss of lives and livelihoods.

The warming of ocean temperatures due to climate change also poses a severe threat to the
Philippines’ vibrant coral reefs.

Rising sea temperatures lead to coral bleaching, a process in which corals expel their symbiotic
algae, causing them to turn white and become more susceptible to disease and death.

Sea levels in the Philippines are rising at about twice the global average. And when especially
strong storms like Typhoon Haiyan make landfall, this higher sea level contributes to storm
surge that can rise upwards of 15-20 feet, displacing thousands or even millions of citizens in
coastal communities.

Rising sea levels, higher temperatures, and increased frequency of typhoons and extreme
weather events can cause floods, landslides, and erosion that pollute water resources, damage
infrastructure, destroy crops, and lead to loss of lives and livelihoods.

The warming of ocean temperatures due to climate change poses a severe threat to the
Philippines’ vibrant coral reefs.

Rising sea temperatures lead to coral bleaching, a process in which corals expel their symbiotic
algae, causing them to turn white and become more susceptible to disease and death.



PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Green transition for a better future
By: Andreas Pfaffernoschke

The European Union and the Philippines share a common interest in each other’s prosperity
and security. Green transition and sustainability of both our economies are crucial for shifting
toward a sustainable growth path, combating climate change, preserving biodiversity, and
ensuring long-term economic resilience by reducing reliance on fossil fuels, fostering innovation,
creating green jobs, and aligning with global sustainability goals. It's a fundamental shift in
production, consumption, and energy systems to create a low-carbon, resource-efficient, and
socially inclusive future.

EU-Philippine cooperation is based on a long-term vision to prepare for a greener future by
taking measures to mitigate and adapt to climate change and to counter biodiversity loss,
pollution, and other forms of environmental degradation. This will be achieved by tackling the
drivers of these phenomena and by moving to a more circular economy.

Through the P3.67 billion (60 million euros) EU-PH Green Economy Partnership launched in
July 2023 by European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen during her visit to Manila,
we are making first promising steps toward a green transition. The GEPP is part of EU’s Global
Gateway initiative, the European strategy engaging with partners globally and promoting
investments around shared priorities such as the transition to a green economy, renewable
energy and green hydrogen, education and research, and digital infrastructure, among others.
The EU GEPP is cofunded by Germany’s Ministry for the Environment, and implemented by
Germany’s development agency GIZ, United Nations Development Programme Philippines,
Expertise France with Global Green Growth Institute, and the International Finance Corp.—a
member of the World Bank Group.

Through initiatives like the EU-Philippine GEEP, we are not only helping to shape a cleaner,
more sustainable future but also creating opportunities for economic growth, green jobs, and an
improved quality of life for all Filipinos.

To make things really happen, we need not only the right policy framework in place and the
political will on the national level: implementation on the local level is key for a green transition.
That is why the GEPP explicitly includes the cooperation with currently 20 local government
units all over the Philippines. It is on the local level, where innovation can make a meaningful
difference: ranging from plastic waste reduction and organic waste management, climate
change adaption for local communities to sustainable tourism.

The creation of green jobs is a key factor for a successful green transition. Green jobs are vital
for facilitating a successful green transition as they drive the shift toward sustainable practices
across various sectors, including the drive toward a circular economy. These jobs promote clean
energy production, support energy efficiency and waste management, sustainable tourism, and
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sustainable agriculture. By creating employment opportunities in these areas, green jobs
enhance economic resilience while reducing environmental impact. And they help to create the
much needed jobs for Filipinos. They also will play a crucial role in equipping the workforce with
the skills needed for a low-carbon economy, helping communities adapt to climate change and
promoting social equity. Ultimately, green jobs are key to achieving a sustainable future and
meeting global climate goals.

For the creation of green jobs, a stable and reliable business framework is key to attract the
necessary investment, including foreign investment. We encourage the Philippine government
to continue its efforts to create a competitive business environment.

The recent launch of the GEEP was another milestone toward a green transition. It will serve as
a one-stop shop to bring together European and Philippine public and private sector actors to
unlock and accelerate the green economy transition by sharing green expertise and technology.

The platform acts as a centralized knowledge hub, providing access to policy updates, technical
resources, case studies, and emerging best practices and strategies on circular economy and
showcases matchmaking services such as the Green Transition Lab, which connects and
shares sustainable forest and circular economy technologies and the Sustainability Solutions
Exchange, which links micro, small, and medium enterprises with green purchasers, suppliers,
and service providers.

Together, with the leadership of the Philippine government, the dedication of the private sector
and the active participation of communities, we can build a greener and more prosperous
Philippines.

The EU and its member states continue to stand with the Philippines to work together for a
green transition, which is central to a strategic EU-Philippines partnership ready to prepare for a
shared green and sustainable future.



PH. UAE sign Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
By: Luisa Cabato

The Philippines and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) on Tuesday signed the historic
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA)—the country’s first free trade pact
with a Middle Eastern nation.

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., together with UAE President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed,
witnessed Trade Secretary Ma. Christina Roque ink the Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) for the Philippines during the Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week 2026 Summit.

“The agreement aims to reduce tariffs, enhance market access for goods and services, increase
investment flows, and create new opportunities for Filipino professionals and service providers
in the UAE,” the Presidential Communications Office (PCO) said in a press release.

‘It also covers strategic sectors such as digital trade, MSMEs, sustainable development,
intellectual property, competition and consumer protection, government procurement, and
technical cooperation,” it added.

Philippine exports are expected to benefit under CEPA include bananas, pineapples, canned
tuna, electronics, machinery, and other high-demand products.

Trade between the two countries reached almost US$1.83 billion (about 108 billion) in 2024.

The UAE was also the Philippines’ 18th largest trading partner and received nearly 39% of
Philippine exports to the Middle East.

Preliminary studies predict that the CEPA could boost Philippine exports to the UAE by 9.13
percent, generate consumer savings, and strengthen overall trade linkages with the Gulf region,
the PCO said.

“On services, the agreement ensures a stable, non-discriminatory environment for Filipino firms,
including MSMEs, across sectors like IT-BPM, tourism, healthcare, education, construction, and
professional services,” it said.

“The CEPA is also expected to further complement the Philippines’ network of FTAs with Japan,
South Korea, European Free Trade Agreement, and regional agreements within the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations and trade partners, including the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement,” the PCO also said.

Furthermore, the agreement will reinforce existing Philippines-UAE arrangements, such as the

Investment Promotion and Protection Agreement, and cooperation in trade, energy, logistics,
innovation, and tourism.
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After the signing, Marcos and his UAe counterpart held a short meeting—their second since
November 2024—highlighting closer ties between Manila and Abu Dhabi.
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Global disaster losses fall in 2025 but climate risks remain high

Global losses from natural disasters fell to USD224 billion in 2025, nearly 40 percent lower than
the previous year, but extreme weather events linked to climate change remain a serious
concern, reinsurance giant Munich Re said Tuesday.

In its annual disaster report, Munich Re said the decline was partly due to the absence of a
hurricane making landfall in the United States for the first time in several years.

Despite the drop, the company described the overall situation as “alarming,” citing the growing
frequency of floods, severe storms, and wildfires.

The costliest event of the year was the January wildfires in Los Angeles, which caused an
estimated USD53 billion in total losses, about USD40 billion of which were insured.

The report said many extreme events in 2025 were likely influenced by climate change, and that
lower losses were largely a matter of chance.

Munich Re reported insured losses of USD108 billion and about 17,200 fatalities worldwide from
natural disasters.

Losses were driven increasingly by smaller-scale but frequent events such as local floods and
forest fires.

By region, the United States accounted for the largest share of losses at USD118 billion, while
the Asia-Pacific region recorded USD73 billion, much of it uninsured.

Munich Re warned that as the planet continues to warm, extreme weather events are expected
to intensify.
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PH calls on inclusive reforms to climate change response in ADSW 2026
By: Dean Aubrey Caratiquet

Expressing his oneness with world leaders, innovators, and investors towards sustainability,
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. participated in the opening ceremony of the Abu Dhabi
Sustainability Week (ADSW) on Tuesday.

Along with First Lady Louise Araneta-Marcos and other Cabinet officials, he joined 14 other
heads of state and government, including United Arab Emirates (UAE) President Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan at the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Center.

The opening ceremony was followed by the Zayed Sustainability Awards, established in honor
of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, which recognizes small and medium enterprises,
non-profit organizations, and global high schools that champion forward-thinking and scalable
solutions to omnipresent challenges.

Camarines Norte Senior High School (CNSHS) represented the Philippines on the global stage
after being hailed as one of the global finalists under the Global High Schools category for the
East Asia and Pacific region.

The CNHS Research Club’s project, SALBAVIDA (“lifesaver”), introduces a one-tap rescue and
response communication system designed for flood emergencies.

The innovation aims to strengthen community disaster preparedness by enabling rapid and
reliable communication between civilians and first responders—an essential solution for a
country frequently affected by extreme weather events.

After meeting with the awardees and winners, President Marcos Jr. proceeded to the forum
proper with the other heads of state, engaging in high-level discussions on championing climate
resiliency.

On embracing sustainability

In his keynote address, the Philippine President underscored the importance of deeper
collaboration between nations as the true catalyst for meaningful change that would resonate
with their respective constituencies.

Citing this year’s theme, “The Nexus of Next: All Systems Go,” Marcos Jr. reaffirmed the
country’s commitment to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), likewise
enshrined in the Philippine Development Plan 2023-2028 that revolves around inclusive growth
built on resilient infrastructure and dependabile institutions at its core.
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The President moreover stressed the Southeast Asian nation’s vulnerability to the effects of
climate change compounded by financial constraints, eliciting renewed calls on global financial
institutions for more inclusive and responsive financing terms for climate and development
subsidies.

“‘Borrowing costs for climate-vulnerable countries exceed growth rates, while debt burdens
crowd out investments in health, education, and resilience. This is not simply a matter of
finance. It is a matter of equity, stability, and shared responsibility.”

President Marcos Jr. also cited the People’s Survival Fund as a responsive financial weapon in
the quest towards carbon neutrality, “The Philippines views the People’s Survival Fund as
complementing the Green Climate Fund, Adaptation Fund, and the Fund for Responding to
Loss and Damage—three global mechanisms where we are board members.”

On science-based solutions to climate change

The Chief Executive, meanwhile, pledged to invest in renewable energy expansion and nuclear
safety, among others, as the government doubles down on the country’s transition to clean
energy.

During the ADSW dialogue “Next Leap: Global South Infrastructure,” President Marcos Jr.
outlined some of the notable initiatives that the Philippines has undertaken in unison with the
global climate action.

In his keynote address, he cited the signing of the Philippine National Nuclear Energy Safety
Act—the country’s first regulatory framework on ensuring safe, secure, and peaceful uses of
nuclear technology.

“This provides a stable and predictable environment for scientists and industries to innovate
safely and responsibly. It also signals the Philippines’ readiness to deepen science-driven
cooperation with global partners.”

The President moreover noted the Philippines’ growing role in science-based solutions,
including hosting the world’s first International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) High-Level Forum
on Nuclear Technology for Controlling Plastic Pollution (NUTEC Plastics), which advanced
public-private partnerships and innovation for circular and sustainable technologies.

President Marcos Jr. concluded his remarks by citing the pivotal role of technology and
sustainability in the country’s upcoming chairship of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), as the Philippines leads the 11-member bloc to bring about harmonious change in the
region.

The Chief Executive asserted, “I assure everyone that we will promote a people-centered and

future-ready ASEAN, with strengthened cooperation on climate resilience, digital transformation,
and the responsible use of emerging technologies, including artificial intelligence.”
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He added further, “I look forward to your support in realizing a vision of an ASEAN that is agile,
inclusive, and capable of contributing meaningfully to global solutions.”

=END=
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