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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
[Opinion] Scaling microinsurance in a climate emergency 
By: Jaime Aristotle B. Alip, PhD 
 
As climate-related disasters grow more frequent and destructive, the question facing the 
Philippines is no longer whether communities will be affected, but how quickly families can 
recover when they happen. For millions of low-income Filipinos living on the frontlines of climate 
risk, microinsurance is emerging as a critical — often life-changing — tool for resilience. 
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Canada, Forest Foundation Philippines grant P28M for climate projects 
 
Forest Foundation Philippines, in partnership with the Government of Canada, has awarded 
nearly P28 million in grants to support community-led nature-based solutions (NbS) for climate 
adaptation in Palawan, Camarines Sur, and Davao. 
 
Resilience in climate, peace and security 
 
The web connecting climate change, peace and security is a reality for millions. Global 
environmental concerns like rising temperatures, extreme weather events and diminishing 
resources are potent drivers of conflict, exacerbating vulnerabilities, displacing populations and 
undermining the foundations of peace. Yet, within this crisis lies a profound opportunity: to forge 
resilience and build lasting peace through integrated, climate-informed solutions. 
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
Makati, Quezon City named A-list cities for climate action 
By: EJ Macababbad 
 
The cities of Makati and Quezon City have been included in the A-list cities for 2025 by the 
environmental group Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP) for demonstrating climate leadership 
across the globe. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 

MANILA BULLETIN 
 
CCC, GGGI Renew Partnership to Drive PH Green Growth and Climate Resilience 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
with the Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI), further strengthening a partnership that aims to 
advance climate resilience and promote green growth in the Philippines. 
 
Klima Eskwela urges Tacloban youth to turn Yolanda memories into climate action 
By: Climate Reality Project 
 
Twelve years after Super Typhoon Yolanda wreaked havoc in Leyte, students of Eastern 
Visayas State University (EVSU) continue to remember experiencing the devastating impacts of 
climate change firsthand. 
 
NEWSLINE PHILIPPINES 
 
CCC cites youth as key partners in climate resilience in SOCCSKSARGEN 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) highlighted the critical role of young people in 
strengthening climate resilience in SOCCSKSARGEN, as the region continues to experience 
the on-the-ground impacts of climate change on agriculture, food security, and local livelihoods. 
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
CCC highlights Philippine energy transition at Aus4ASEAN event 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) called for deeper regional cooperation on shared 
policy standards, harmonized green jobs data, technology transfer, cross-border energy 
integration and joint financing mechanisms to derisk renewable energy projects at the 
Aus4ASEAN Sustainable Energy Transition and Green Skills Fellowship Regional Immersion. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
[Opinion] Scaling microinsurance in a climate emergency 
By: Jaime Aristotle B. Alip, PhD 
 
As climate-related disasters grow more frequent and destructive, the question facing the 
Philippines is no longer whether communities will be affected, but how quickly families can 
recover when they happen. For millions of low-income Filipinos living on the frontlines of climate 
risk, microinsurance is emerging as a critical — often life-changing — tool for resilience. 
 
This reality framed the National Microinsurance Forum held last Jan. 20, at the Le Pavillon 
Event Hall in Pasay City. Convened in celebration of National Microinsurance Month, the Forum 
was organized by the Microinsurance MBA Association of the Philippines, Inc. (MiMAP), also 
known as RIMANSI, in partnership with the Insurance Commission (IC) and key stakeholders in 
the microinsurance ecosystem. More than 500 participants from across the country attended, 
including leaders and staff of microinsurance mutual benefit associations (Mi-MBAs), 
member-clients, microfinance institutions, cooperatives, insurers, government agencies, and 
development practitioners. 
 
MiMAP serves as the national resource center and umbrella association of 20 Mi-MBAs 
nationwide. Collectively, its members represent 9.52 million individuals and provide insurance 
protection to about 30 million lives. Through ongoing capacity-building programs in governance, 
management, finance, and operations, MiMAP supports boards and management teams in 
strengthening institutions that serve some of the country’s most vulnerable communities. 
The Forum took place at a critical moment. The Philippines continues to rank among the world’s 
most climate-vulnerable countries, experiencing increasingly severe typhoons, floods, droughts, 
earthquakes, and health-related shocks. These disasters disproportionately affect low-income 
households, many of whom lack savings or formal safety nets. For them, a single crisis can 
erase years of progress and force painful coping strategies such as selling productive assets or 
taking on high-interest debt. 
 
Against this backdrop, the Forum carried the theme, “Bayanihan for Resilience: Scaling 
Microinsurance in a Climate Emergency.” The theme highlighted the urgency of strengthening 
financial resilience through inclusive risk protection, while emphasizing collective action among 
regulators, providers, development institutions, and communities. 
 
The event was graced by leaders and advocates of inclusive insurance and financial inclusion, 
including Insurance Commissioner Reynaldo Regalado, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) 
Assistant Governor Pia Bernadette Roman-Tayag, Cooperative Development Authority 
Chairman Alexander Raquepo, and representatives from the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. They were joined by key figures in the sector, including MiMAP President Silvida 
Antiquera, MiMAP Executive Director Junjay Perez, Pioneer Insurance Group President 
Lorenzo Chan, Jr., CLIMBS Life and General Insurance Cooperative Assistant Vice-President 
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Ruel Arsua, National Anti-Poverty Commission Director Alexis Lapiz and Philippine Insurers and 
Reinsurers Association Executive Director Michael Rellosa. 
 
One of the Forum’s key highlights was the launch of the KPlus App, a dedicated e-wallet 
designed specifically for the microfinance sector. The launch was graced by Monetary Board 
Member Romeo Bernardo; BSP Deputy Governors Mamerto Tangonan and Bernadette 
Romulo-Puyat; FDS Asya Philippines, Inc. (FDSAP) President Roderick Mercado; and other 
distinguished guests. Mr. Sutjahjo Boediman, Chairman of FDSAP, delivered a message via 
video. 
 
BSP’s issuance of an Electronic Money Issuer (EMI) license to FDSAP paved the way for this 
milestone in digital financial inclusion. The KPlus app aims to serve clients of MFIs, 
cooperatives, and rural banks, signaling the microfinance sector’s growing embrace of digital 
innovation to expand its reach and better serve low-income clients. 
 
The Forum highlighted the need to build resilience before disasters occur. Microinsurance 
functions as a crucial risk transfer mechanism, helping families recover faster from shocks, 
avoid distress borrowing, and maintain stability during times of crisis. Still, participants stressed 
that scaling microinsurance in a climate emergency requires more than increasing coverage — 
it demands trust, coordination, and shared responsibility. 
 
Stakeholders agreed on three main points: first, is ensuring that microinsurance products 
remain client-centered, affordable, and responsive to climate-related risks. This includes 
designing coverage based on community needs, simplifying claims processes, and ensuring 
timely payouts. Second is the creation of enabling policies and safe spaces for innovation. As 
digital platforms and new delivery models expand, industry players must work together to 
balance innovation with strong consumer protection. Third is strengthening partnerships through 
bayanihan, meaning, integrating microinsurance into broader national efforts on disaster risk 
reduction, social protection, and climate adaptation. Collaboration among government agencies, 
regulators, insurers, Mi-MBAs, MFIs, cooperatives, and communities is essential to ensure that 
risk protection complements, rather than duplicates, other resilience-building initiatives. 
 
Ultimately, the National Microinsurance Forum served as both a platform for dialogue and a call 
to action. It reminded stakeholders that behind every policy, product, or innovation are real 
families – microentrepreneurs, farmers, fishers, vendors, and workers -- whose livelihoods and 
futures depend on their ability to recover from shocks. 
 
As MiMAP convenes the sector amid growing climate and economic uncertainty, the message is 
clear: scaling microinsurance is not just about expanding coverage. It is about ensuring that no 
Filipino family is left unprotected when the next disaster comes.  
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Canada, Forest Foundation Philippines grant P28M for climate projects 
 
Forest Foundation Philippines, in partnership with the Government of Canada, has awarded 
nearly P28 million in grants to support community-led nature-based solutions (NbS) for climate 
adaptation in Palawan, Camarines Sur, and Davao. 
 
The latest funding round supports five new projects implemented by non-government and 
people’s organizations. These initiatives focus on strengthening climate resilience across 
diverse ecosystems, including upland forests, coastal areas, and marine environments. 
 
With these additions, the Philippines-Canada Partnership on Nature-based Solutions for Climate 
Adaptation (PCP4NbS) has now awarded a total of P80 million across 17 local projects. 
 
“These projects will demonstrate how NbS can strengthen climate change adaptation and 
reduce adverse impacts on vulnerable Filipino communities and ecosystems,” the Foundation 
stated in a release. 
 
Targeted local impact 
 
The new grants are distributed across three primary regions: 
 
Davao: The City of Mati Peoples Council, Inc. will implement “FOREST CARE,” focusing on 
sustainable tree cultivation and community-based agroforestry. 
 
Calamianes Islands, Palawan: Grants were awarded to Communities for Resilience (CFR) for 
the management of the Dinuksulan Local Conservation Area and to the Culion Foundation, Inc. 
for the KABAYAN women-led initiative. 
 
Camarines Sur: Ateneo de Naga University will lead gender-inclusive coastal solutions, while 
the Institute of Social Order, Inc. will manage mangrove initiatives in the Buang and Delehi 
watersheds. 
 
The program’s broader reach is expected to directly benefit more than 1,900 men and women, 
with indirect benefits reaching over 17,300 individuals. The projects cover more than 7,200 
hectares of vital landscapes, including riverbanks and seas. 
 
Long-term climate strategy 
 
Nature-based solutions are defined as cost-effective actions that protect and regenerate 
ecosystems while addressing community needs. The PCP4NbS program emphasizes 
“gender-responsive” and “evidence-based” designs to ensure that climate adaptation measures 
are equitable. 
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The Government of Canada has committed a total of P332 million to fund the program through 
2028. Looking ahead to 2026, the Forest Foundation plans to release further requests for 
proposals to generate continued support for long-term environmental benefits. 
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Resilience in climate, peace and security 
 
The web connecting climate change, peace and security is a reality for millions. Global 
environmental concerns like rising temperatures, extreme weather events and diminishing 
resources are potent drivers of conflict, exacerbating vulnerabilities, displacing populations and 
undermining the foundations of peace. Yet, within this crisis lies a profound opportunity: to forge 
resilience and build lasting peace through integrated, climate-informed solutions. 
 
From prolonged droughts that ignite pastoralist-farmer clashes in the Sahel, to rising sea levels 
displacing coastal communities in Southeast Asia, climate change intensifies existing 
grievances and creates new ones. The United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 
highlights this nexus, underscoring how climate impact can lead to resource scarcity, fueling 
socioeconomic instability and increasing the likelihood of conflicts. 
 
Conflict-affected regions struggle to implement effective climate action due to destroyed 
infrastructure and diverted resources, trapping communities in a vicious cycle. The UNDP report 
states: “Climate action and peace-building are not parallel processes but mutually reinforcing 
imperatives.” The path forward demands a holistic approach where environmental sustainability, 
economic opportunity and conflict prevention converge. 
 
At the heart of this strategy lies the promotion of sustainable livelihoods. When communities 
possess the means to adapt to a changing climate, secure their economic future and manage 
resources equitably, conflict drivers are significantly diminished. Renewable energy projects, 
climate-smart agriculture and nature-based solutions foster economic stability, create jobs and 
mitigate climate-related security risks. They build resilience from the ground up, empowering 
local actors, fostering social cohesion and enabling self-sufficiency. They reduce dependence 
on fragile systems and mitigating desperation that can fuel unrest. 
 
This dynamic is evident in the Philippines, a nation grappling with its own climate crisis as a 
“threat multiplier.” In conflict-scarred Mindanao, environmental degradation and resource 
scarcity fuel tensions. Rising sea levels swallow ancestral lands, droughts parch fertile fields 
and typhoons obliterate homes. The Philippines’ National Action Plan on Women, Peace and 
Security says the women’s displacement “from their cultural lands affects their way of life, as 
lands are integral to their cultural identity, livelihoods, spiritual practices, social structures and 
traditional knowledge systems.” 
 
In this context, Filipinas are emerging as “architects of resilience,” redefining climate peace from 
the ground up. In Upi, Maguindanao, Baihannah, an Indigenous woman displaced by past 
conflict, teaches traditional weaving. She uses sustainably harvested materials, reviving a 
cultural practice while creating alternative livelihoods. To Baihannah, weaving is not just making 
cloth, but “remembering who we are, teaching our children our stories and finding strength in 
our traditions.” 
Integrating former combatants 
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In a community grappling with rising tides in Kalamansig, Sultan Kudarat, ex-fisherwoman Aisha 
facilitates dialogue between rival groups to establish sustainable fishing practices and protect 
shared marine resources. Instead of “fighting over the last fish,” Aisha says, “We have to learn 
to work together, protect what’s left and find new ways to survive.” Her insight underscores the 
link between ecological health and social cohesion. 
 
The UNDP’s integrated approach in the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao 
(BARMM) embeds climate resilience into local governance, providing solar-powered ice-making 
units to fisherfolk (especially war widows) to enhance food security and create sustainable jobs. 
This economic empowerment strengthens social cohesion. 
 
The program extends training and support to ex-combatants from the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front who have transitioned from conflict through initiatives like the School of Peace and 
Democracy. They learn skills in processing local resources like coconuts for economic gain. By 
integrating ex-adversaries into climate-adaptive economic activities, the initiative supports their 
reintegration into civilian life and channels their energy into productive work that benefits the 
environment and the community. Ex-combatants have a new purpose and identity beyond 
conflict and a stake in a resilient future. 
 
The BARMM impacts are clear: strengthened social cohesion through shared economic 
benefits; increased food security; new sustainable economic opportunities that reduce reliance 
on illicit economies; and a reduction in conflicts over dwindling resources. The collaboration of 
governments and communities makes it possible to build resilience against climate shocks, 
reduce security risks and create paths for sustainable development. BARMM offers lessons for 
regions grappling with the intersection of climate stress, displacement and resource competition.
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
Makati, Quezon City named A-list cities for climate action 
By: EJ Macababbad 
 
The cities of Makati and Quezon City have been included in the A-list cities for 2025 by the 
environmental group Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP) for demonstrating climate leadership 
across the globe. 
 
Both Metro Manila areas are part of the 120 cities globally that received an A score, which also 
include prominent landmarks such as New York City, Paris, London and Tokyo. 
 
CDP, a non-profit organization based in six countries and founded in 2000, assessed 738 cities 
worldwide for last year’s round. 
 
To earn an A grade, cities must meet certain leadership criteria, including disclosing 
environmental data through CDP’s internal platform, maintaining a comprehensive city-wide 
emissions inventory, publishing a climate action plan, completing a full risk and vulnerability 
assessment and setting a clear climate adaptation goal. 
 
According to the CDP, data submitted by over 1,000 cities and 22,100 companies are being 
used by policymakers to make earth-positive decisions. 
 
This is Makati’s third straight year earning an A, with Mayor Nancy Binay emphasizing that the 
CDP’s score reflects the city’s efforts in achieving climate resilience. 
 
“By sharing our environmental data and progress with the global community, we hold ourselves 
accountable and contribute to the collective effort to address climate change,” Binay said in a 
statement yesterday. 
 
Meanwhile, Quezon City is the first city in the Philippines to receive the distinction in 2020. It 
was also named an A-list city in 2023. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
 

MANILA BULLETIN 
 
CCC, GGGI Renew Partnership to Drive PH Green Growth and Climate Resilience 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
with the Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI), further strengthening a partnership that aims to 
advance climate resilience and promote green growth in the Philippines. 
 
Recognizing that the climate crisis demands a whole-of-society approach, the CCC underscored 
the importance of sustained collaboration with key development partners such as the GGGI. 
The renewed engagement reaffirms the country’s commitment to pursue science-based, 
inclusive and forward-looking solutions to climate challenges. 
 
CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje highlighted the significance of 
the joint work between the Commission and GGGI. 
 
“This allows us to jointly work in critical areas: from crafting science-based Green Growth 
Development Plans for our regions and cities, to strengthening the policy architecture that 
enables a low-carbon economy, and empowering our communities through knowledge and 
innovation.” 
 
Dr. Malle Fofana, Asia Regional Director of the Global Green Growth Institute, emphasized that 
the renewed partnership is both timely and crucial. 
 
“This partnership is really timely and I’m glad that we were able to renew it. We are family and 
your agenda is our agenda. The contribution of the Philippines as a core contributing member 
amplifies and champions green growth through partnership, enabling impact aligned with 
national priorities." 
 
The partnership with the GGGI reflects the broader imperative for stronger cooperation across 
sectors—government, development organizations, private institutions, and communities—to 
foster sustainability, strengthen resilience, and support the country’s transition toward a 
low-carbon and climate-smart future. 
 
Deputy Executive Director Atty. Romell Antonio O. Cuenca echoed this message, stressing that 
collaboration accelerates progress. 
 
“It is through such collaborations that we can amplify our impact, share innovation, and translate 
high-level policies into tangible, life-improving actions on the ground, especially for our most 
vulnerable communities.” 
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Mr. Marcel J. Silvius, Deputy Regional Director and Country Representative of GGGI, 
underscored the critical role of the CCC in driving climate action. 
 
"I cannot stress enough how important the partnership with the Climate Change Commission is 
as an overall policy driver for climate change and for development-oriented projects in the 
Philippines. Together, we are advancing concrete initiatives that mobilize investment and deliver 
scalable impact." 
 
The CCC remains steadfast in engaging with various sectors to advance climate action 
domestically and globally, reaffirming its commitment to building a climate-resilient and 
sustainable Philippines. 
 
For more information on the CCC’s climate mainstreaming activities, visit www.climate.gov.ph 
and www.facebook.com/CCCPhl. 
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Klima Eskwela urges Tacloban youth to turn Yolanda memories into climate action 
By: Climate Reality Project 
 
Twelve years after Super Typhoon Yolanda wreaked havoc in Leyte, students of Eastern 
Visayas State University (EVSU) continue to remember experiencing the devastating impacts of 
climate change firsthand. 
 
During Klima Eskwela: Climate Science, Arts and Action held at EVSU campus on Nov. 27-28, 
students shared how Yolanda reshaped their understanding of the climate crisis. 
 
“To our educators: be the spark that ignites curiosity. To our artists: paint the future we deserve. 
To our leaders and policymakers: turn words into deeds. And to our youth: you are the architects 
of tomorrow. Seize this moment,” said Dr. Benedicto Militante Jr., EVSU vice president for 
academic affairs, in his opening remarks. 
 
Aimed at empowering the youth to lead grassroots climate action, Klima Eskwela connects 
climate science and plastics education with movement building. The program also spotlights the 
role of the plastic industry in emissions that worsen global warming, underscoring the need to 
eliminate single-use plastics in communities. 
 
The Visayas leg of Klima Eskwela, held in Tacloban City, was the second this year, following the 
Mindanao leg at Caraga State University (CSU) in Butuan City. Another leg is scheduled in 
Luzon next year. Participants in Tacloban included students from various colleges and 
organizations across year levels, including members of the student government and the 
university publication. 
 
“We have student leaders and youth gathered here — and you are the most important partners 
in this conversation. Climate change is already defining your generation's lifetime of leadership, 
and it's you who must take this dialogue forward,” said Atty. Rachel Anne Herrera, 
commissioner at the Climate Change Commission. 
 
Despite differences in their encounters with extreme weather events, Klima Eskwela participants 
from various provinces recounted similar experiences in confronting the impacts of the climate 
crisis. 
 
“I was eight years old when Typhoon Yolanda hit Tacloban. I remember the fear, the sounds, 
and the days after — seeing our city broken and people helping one another survive. That 
experience made climate change real for me,” said Lyanne Faye Malig-on, a fourth-year EVSU 
student. 
 
More than a decade has passed since she witnessed Yolanda batter her community, yet the 
memory remains vivid. Malig-on was among more than 60 students who participated in the 
two-day workshop, which covered a wide range of topics on the climate and plastic crises. 
 

 
12 

https://mb.com.ph/2026/01/23/klima-eskwela-urges-tacloban-youth-to-turn-yolanda-memories-into-climate-action


“Klima Eskwela helped me understand why these things are happening and what we can do, 
not just as victims, but as advocates. It gave me a space to talk about my fears and turn them 
into action,” she said. 
 
Sessions included a lecture on climate science, as well as discussions on climate change 
impacts and solutions, led by Visayas State University Director for Disaster Resilience and 
Management, Mr. Charlindo Torrion. 
 
On the other hand, Joseph Pilapil, Plastic-Free Reality program lead, emphasized that the 
plastic crisis is closely linked to climate change, with fossil fuel emissions as a common factor. 
He said zero waste approaches such as reducing unnecessary single-use plastics and 
promoting reuse and refill systems, can help curb plastic pollution. 
 
Representatives from Tacloban City’s planning and environment offices also presented the city’s 
local climate action plan and solid waste management strategies, providing participants with 
local perspectives. 
 
Students also took inspiration from stories of resilience and climate action shared by Mr. Arturo 
Tahup, director of community resilience at RE-Charge Pilipinas, who showcased the 
organization’s work in Eastern Visayas and success stories of its solar scholars, including some 
EVSU alumni. 
 
Klima Eskwela lectures were designed to help students craft their own campus programs and 
policies addressing single-use plastics. Participants received training in project management 
and policy writing, led by Climate Reality Philippines interim branch manager Aimee Oliveros 
and Erwin Husmalaga, development management officer IV of the Climate Change 
Commission. 
 
Students were introduced to the project management cycle and taught how to break down 
plastic pollution into specific, manageable issues. They also set goals and objectives across 
policy and regulation; information, education and communication (IEC); research and 
development; consumption and disposal. 
 
EVSU students shared similar concerns with CSU students, including the presence of policies 
and initiatives, but weak implementation. 
 
Both CSU and EVSU, as host schools for Klima Eskwela, were selected as recipients of seed 
grants for youth-led projects tackling plastic pollution in climate-vulnerable communities through 
Project Niche. 
 
Project Niche is Climate Reality Philippines’ youth capacity-building and project incubator 
program that supports students in developing solutions to plastic waste challenges. 
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Throughout the sessions, students actively participated in open forum discussions, sharing their 
insights and perspectives. 
 
The event concluded with a call to action for students to continue the conversations on climate 
action, speak as survivors and lead as advocates. 
 
“You are Yolanda babies; that is a story you will carry for the rest of your lives. But today, we 
highlight that you are a generation of survivors. Do not forget — you have the power to uplift 
your lives, your communities and our world,” Oliveros said. 
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NEWSLINE PHILIPPINES 
 
CCC cites youth as key partners in climate resilience in SOCCSKSARGEN 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) highlighted the critical role of young people in 
strengthening climate resilience in SOCCSKSARGEN, as the region continues to experience 
the on-the-ground impacts of climate change on agriculture, food security, and local livelihoods. 
 
Speaking during the Academic Recognition and 16th University Day of Sultan Kudarat State 
University (SKSU), CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert Borje said climate 
change is already a lived reality for many Mindanao communities, making youth engagement 
and education essential to the country’s climate response. 
 
“Climate change is no longer abstract for communities in Sultan Kudarat and the rest of 
SOCCSKSARGEN,” Borje said. “Its impacts are being felt in our farms, barangays, and 
households.” 
 
Borje noted that while Sultan Kudarat is classified as having medium to low climate hazard 
exposure under the National Adaptation Plan (NAP), the province continues to experience 
extreme heat, flooding, and drought that disrupt agricultural production and livelihoods. 
 
“When floods hit Lambayong, Lutayan, and Palimbang, it is not statistics that suffer — it is 
families,” Borje said. “When drought affects Esperanza and Isulan, it is not reports that go 
hungry — it is the farmers.” 
 
He encouraged students to take an active role in finding practical, community-based solutions, 
stressing that academic knowledge must translate into service, innovation, and local action. 
 
With more than 15,000 students across seven campuses, SKSU was cited as a strategic hub for 
developing future professionals who can support LGUs, farmers, fisherfolk, and local industries 
in adapting to climate risks. Borje also underscored the role of state universities and colleges as 
frontline partners in implementing the NAP, noting that climate adaptation is built not only in 
national policies but also in classrooms, laboratories, farms, and communities. 
Borje urged SKSU to further strengthen its role as a technical and research partner of local 
government units, particularly in areas such as climate-smart agriculture, resilient infrastructure, 
disaster risk reduction, health, and digital solutions. 
 
SKSU offers academic programs aligned with Sultan Kudarat’s development priorities, including 
agriculture, engineering, information technology, education, and health sciences. The 
university’s growing academic excellence was highlighted by the recent achievement of three 
graduates who topped licensure examinations in nursing, education, and engineering—fields 
considered crucial to local development and resilience-building in SOCCSKSARGEN. 
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The event marked SKSU’s 16th University Day and recognized students who demonstrated 
academic excellence, perseverance, and commitment to public service. 
 
Also present during the celebration were Datu Pax Ali Mangudadatu, SKSU President Samson 
Mooa, and Masrullizam Bin Mat Ibrahim, representative of Universiti Teknikal Malaysia Melaka.
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
CCC highlights Philippine energy transition at Aus4ASEAN event 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) called for deeper regional cooperation on shared 
policy standards, harmonized green jobs data, technology transfer, cross-border energy 
integration and joint financing mechanisms to derisk renewable energy projects at the 
Aus4ASEAN Sustainable Energy Transition and Green Skills Fellowship Regional Immersion. 
 
CCC Commissioner Rachel Anne Herrera, in her keynote address, noted that in the 2024 
Asia-Pacific Climate Report, the energy sector — responsible for 77.6 percent of greenhouse 
gas emissions in developing Asia — is both the region’s most critical challenge and its most 
powerful opportunity. 
 
She stressed that while renewable energy investments are rising, a truly resilient transition 
requires systems that are “just, inclusive and grounded in people’s lived realities.” 
 
She outlined concrete energy-sector policies and measures, including expanding the share of 
renewables, strengthening energy efficiency and conservation, promoting low-carbon transport, 
and advancing the creation of smart grids and ensuring continuous power supply for remote and 
climate-vulnerable communities. 
 
These measures are supported by long-term strategies under the National Climate Change 
Action Plan, National Adaptation Plan and Philippine Energy Plan 2020–2040, which targets 
35-percent renewable energy by 2030 and 50 percent by 2040. 
 
Herrera underscored the growing momentum among Philippine companies transitioning to 
low-carbon operations. She also emphasized that a just transition must support workers; micro, 
small and medium enterprises; women; youth; and vulnerable sectors. 
 

=END=   
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