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ECO BUSINESS 
 
Explainer: Why gas plays a minimal role in China’s climate strategy 
By: Karen Teo 
 
However, while gas is seen in some countries as a “bridging” fuel to move away from coal use, 
rapid electrification, uncompetitiveness and supply concerns have suppressed its share in 
China’s energy mix. 
 
GMA NEWS 
 
Health threat of global plastics projected to soar 
 
The threat posed by plastic production, usage and disposal to human health will skyrocket in the 
coming years unless the world does something to address this global crisis, researchers warned 
Tuesday. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Cold weather, cloudy skies over parts of PH due to amihan 
By: Isabelle Pechay 
 
The northeast monsoon or amihan continues to bring cold weather, cloudy skies, and light rains 
to most areas of the Philippines on Thursday, the state weather bureau said.  
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Slow Philippine recovery seen amid graft probe, climate risks 
By: Ian Nicolas P. Cigaral 
 
The combined effects of climate-related disruptions and a sweeping corruption scandal appear 
to be spilling over into other pillars of domestic growth, limiting the Philippines’ ability to 
significantly rebound from the recent economic fallout. 
 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
PBBM pushes for sustainable, inclusive tourism at ASEAN Tourism Forum 
By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos 
 
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. on Wednesday called for sustainable and inclusive tourism 
as the Philippines, this year’s Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) chair, formally 
opened the ASEAN Tourism Forum (ATF) 2026 in Cebu. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
CCC, GGGI renew partnership to drive PH green growth 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) signed an agreement with the Global Green Growth 
Institute (GGGI), further strengthening a partnership that aims to advance climate resilience and 
promote green growth in the Philippines. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ECO BUSINESS 
 
Explainer: Why gas plays a minimal role in China’s climate strategy 
By: Karen Teo 
 
However, while gas is seen in some countries as a “bridging” fuel to move away from coal use, 
rapid electrification, uncompetitiveness and supply concerns have suppressed its share in 
China’s energy mix. 
 
As such, while China’s gas demand has more than doubled over the past decade, the fuel is not 
currently playing a decisive role in the country’s strategy to tackle climate change.  
 
Instead, renewables are now the leading replacement for coal demand in China, with growth in 
solar and wind generation largely keeping emissions growth from China’s power sector flat.    
 
While gas could play a role in decarbonising some aspects of China’s energy demand – 
particularly in terms of meeting power demand peaks and fuelling heavy industry – multiple 
factors would need to change to make it a more attractive alternative. 
 
Small, but impactful 
 
The share of gas in China’s primary energy demand is small and has remained relatively 
unchanged at around 8-9 per cent over the past five years. 
 
It also comprises 7 per cent of China’s carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from fuel combustion, 
according to the International Energy Agency (IEA).  
 
Gas combustion in China added 755m tonnes of CO2 (MtCO2) into the atmosphere in 2023 – 
double the total amount of CO2 emitted by the UK.  
 
However, its emissions profile in China lags well behind that of coal, which represented 79 per 
cent of China’s fuel-linked CO2 emissions and was responsible for almost 9 billion tonnes of 
CO2 emissions in 2023, according to the same IEA data. 
 
Gas consumption continues to grow in line with an overall uptick in total energy demand. 
Chinese gas demand, driven by industry use, grew by around 7-8 per cent year-on-year in 
2024, according to different estimates.   
 
This rapid growth is, nevertheless, slightly below the 9 per cent average annual rise in China’s 
gas demand over the past decade, during which consumption has more than doubled overall, 
as shown in the figure below. 
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The state-run oil and gas company China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) forecast in 
2025 that demand growth for the year may slow further to just over 6 per cent.  
 
The majority of China’s gas demand in 2023 was met by domestic gas supply, according to the 
Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis (IEEFA).  
 
Most of this supply comes from conventional gas sources. But incremental Chinese domestic 
gas supply in recent years has come from harder-to-extract unconventional sources, including 
shale gas, which accounted for as much as 45 per cent of gas production in 2024. 
 
Despite China’s large recoverable shale-gas resources and subsidies to encourage production, 
geographical and technical limitations have capped production levels relative to the US, which is 
the world’s largest gas producer by far. 
 
CNPC estimates Chinese gas output will grow by just 4 per cent in 2025, compared with 6 per 
cent growth in 2024. Nevertheless, output is still expected to exceed the 230 billion cubic metre 
national target for 2025. 
 
Liquified natural gas (LNG) is China’s second most-common source of gas, imported via giant 
super-cooled tankers from countries including Australia, Qatar, Malaysia and Russia.  
 
This is followed by pipeline imports – which are seen as cheaper, but less reliable – from Russia 
and central Asia. 
 
One particularly high-profile pipeline project is the Power of Siberia 2 pipeline project. However, 
Beijing has yet to explicitly agree to investing in or purchasing the gas delivered by the project. 
Disagreements around pricing and logistics have hindered progress. 
 
Evolving role 
Beijing initially aimed for gas to displace coal as part of a broader policy to tackle air pollution.  
 
A three-year action plan from 2018-2020, dubbed the “blue-sky campaign”, helped to accelerate 
gas use in the industrial and residential sectors, as gas displaced consumption of “dispersed 
coal” (散煤)”– referring to improperly processed coal that emits more pollutants.  
 
Meanwhile, several cities across northern and central China were also mandated to curtail coal 
usage and switch to gas instead. Many of these cities were based in provinces with a strong 
coal mining economy or higher winter heating demand.   
 
China’s pollution levels saw “drastic improvement” as a result, according to a report by research 
institute the Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA). 
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(In January 2026, there were widespread media reports of households choosing not to use gas 
heating despite freezing temperatures, as a result of high prices following the expiry of subsidies 
for gas use.) 
 
Industry remains the largest gas user in China, with “city gas” – gas delivered by pipeline to 
urban areas – trailing in second, as shown in the figure below. Power generation is a distant 
third. 
 
Gas has never gained momentum in China’s power sector, with its share of power generation 
remaining at 4 per cent while wind and solar power’s share has soared from 4 per cent to 22 per 
cent over the past decade, Yu Aiqun, a research analyst at the US-based thinktank Global 
Energy Monitor, tells Carbon Brief.  
 
Yu adds that this stagnation is largely due to insufficient and unreliable gas supply, which drives 
up prices and makes gas less competitive compared to coal and renewables. She says: 
 
“With the rapid expansion of renewables and ongoing geopolitical uncertainties, I don’t foresee 
a bright future for gas power.” 
 
Average on-grid gas-fired power prices of 0.56-0.58 yuan per kilowatt hour (yuan/kWh) in China 
are far higher than that of around 0.3-0.4 yuan/kWh for coal power, according to some industry 
estimates. Recent auction prices for renewables are even cheaper than this. 
 
Meanwhile, the share of renewables in China’s power capacity stood at 55 per cent in 2024, 
compared with gas at around 4 per cent.  
 
Generation from wind and solar in particular has increased by more than 1,250 terawatt-hours 
(TWh) in China since 2015, while gas-fired generation has increased by just 140TWh, according 
to IEEFA.  
 
As the share of coal has shrunk from 70 per cent to 61 per cent during this period, IEEFA 
suggests that renewables – rather than gas – are displacing coal’s share in the generation mix. 
 
However, China’s gas capacity may still rise from approximately 150 gigawatts (GW) in 2025 to 
200GW by 2030, Bloomberg reports.  
 
A report by the National Energy Administration (NEA) on development of the sector notes that 
gas will continue to play a “critical role” in “peak shaving”, where gas turbines can be used for 
short periods to meet daily spikes in demand. As such, the NEA says gas will be an “important 
pillar” in China’s energy transition. 
 
In 2024, a new policy on gas utilisation also “explicitly promoted” the use of gas peak-shaving 
power plants, according to industry outlet MySteel. 
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China’s current gas storage capacity is “insufficient”, according to CNPC, reducing its ability to 
meet peak-shaving demand. The country built 38 underground gas storage sites with 
peak-shaving capacity of 26.7 billion cubic metres in 2024, but this accounts for just 6 per cent 
of its annual gas demand.  
 
Transport use 
Gas is instead playing a bigger part in the displacement of diesel in the transport sector, due to 
the higher cost competitiveness of LNG as a fuel – particularly in the trucking sector.  
 
CNPC expects that LNG displaced around 28-30m tonnes of diesel in the trucking sector in 
2025, accounting for 15 per cent of total diesel demand in China.  
 
This is further aided by policy support from Beijing’s equipment trade-in programme, part of 
efforts to stimulate the economy.  
 
However, gas is not necessarily a better option for heavy-duty, long-haul transportation, due to 
poorer fuel efficiency compared with electric vehicles (EVs).  
 
In fact, “new-energy vehicles” (NEVs)  – including hydrogen fuel-cell, pure-electric and 
hybrid-electric trucks – are displacing both LNG-fueled trucks and diesel heavy-duty vehicles 
(HDVs).  
 
In the first half of 2025, battery-electric models accounted for 22 per cent of all HDV sales, a 
year-on-year increase of 9 per cent, while market share for LNG-fueled trucks fell from 30 per 
cent in 2024 to 26 per cent. 
 
Gas can be cheaper than oil but is not competitive with EVs and – with the emergence of 
zero-emission fuels such as hydrogen and ammonia – gas may eventually lose even this niche 
market, says Yu. 
 
Supply security 
 
Chinese government officials frequently note that China is “rich in coal, poor in oil and short of 
gas” (“富煤贫油少气”). Concerns around import dependence have underpinned China’s focus 
on coal as a source of energy security. 
 
However, Beijing increasingly sees electrification as a more strategic way to decarbonise its 
transport sector, according to some analysts. 
 
“Overall, electrification is a clear energy security strategy to reduce exposure to global fossil fuel 
markets,” says Michal Meidan, head of the China energy research programme at the Oxford 
Institute for Energy Studies.  
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Chinese oil and gas production grew dramatically in the last few years under a seven-year 
action plan from 2019-25, as Beijing ordered its state oil firms to ramp up output to ensure 
energy security.  
 
Despite this, gas import dependency still hovers at around 40 per cent of demand. This, 
according to assessments in government documents, exposes the country to price shocks and 
geopolitical risks. 
 
The graph below shows the share of domestically produced gas (dark blue), LNG imports 
(mid-blue) and pipeline imports (light blue), in China’s overall gas supply between 2017 and 
2024. 
 
“Gas use is unlikely to play a significant role in decarbonising the power system, but could be 
more significant in industrial decarbonisation,” Meidan tells Carbon Brief. 
 
She estimates that if LNG prices fall to US$6 per million British thermal units (btu), compared to 
an average of US$11 in 2024-25, this could encourage fuel switching in the steel, chemical 
manufacturing, textiles, ceramics and food processing industries.  
 
The chart below shows the year-on-year change in gas demand between 2001-2022. 
 
Growth in gas demand has been decelerating in some industries in recent years, such as 
refining. But it also remains unclear if Beijing will adopt more aggressive policies favouring gas, 
Meidan adds. 
 
A roadmap developed by the Energy Research Institute (ERI), a thinktank under the National 
Development and Reform Commission’s Academy of Macroeconomic Research, finds that gas 
only begins to play an equivalent or greater role in China’s energy mix than coal by 2050 at the 
earliest – 10 years ahead of China’s target for achieving carbon neutrality. 
 
Both fossil fuels play a significantly smaller role than clean-energy sources at this point. 
 
Wang Zhongying and Kaare Sandholt, both experts at the ERI, write in Carbon Brief: 
 
“Gas does not play a significant role in the power sector in our scenarios, as solar and wind can 
provide cheaper electricity while existing coal power plants – together with scaled-up expansion 
of energy storage and demand-side response facilities – can provide sufficient flexibility and 
peak-load capacity.” 
 
Ultimately, China’s push for gas will be contingent on its own development goals. Its next 
five-year plan, from 2026-2030, will build a framework for China’s shift to controlling absolute 
carbon emissions, rather than carbon intensity. 
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Recent recommendations by top Chinese policymakers on priorities for the next five-year plan 
did not explicitly mention gas. Instead, the government endorses “raising the level of 
electrification in end-use energy consumption” while also “promoting peaking of coal and oil 
consumption”. 
 
The Chinese government feels that gas is “nice to have…if available and cost-competitive but is 
not the only avenue for China’s energy transition,” says Meidan. 
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GMA NEWS 
 
Health threat of global plastics projected to soar 
 
The threat posed by plastic production, usage and disposal to human health will skyrocket in the 
coming years unless the world does something to address this global crisis, researchers warned 
Tuesday. 
 
A British-French team of researchers attempted to cover all the different ways that plastic affects 
health, from oil and gas extraction during production to all the products that end up in landfills. 
 
However, they said that their modeling study still does not take into account an array of other 
ways plastic could harm health, such as microplastics or chemicals that can leach out of food 
packaging. 
 
"This is undoubtedly a vast underestimate of the total human health impacts," lead study author 
Megan Deeney of the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine told AFP. 
 
The study, published in The Lancet Planetary Health, said it was the first to estimate the number 
of healthy years of life lost due to the lifecycle of plastic worldwide. 
 
The researchers used a measure called DALYs, which represents the number of years lost to 
either early death or diminished quality of life from illness. 
 
Under a business-as-usual scenario, the number of DALYs caused by plastic was projected to 
more than double from 2.1 million in 2016 to 4.5 million in 2040. 
 
Planet-heating greenhouse gas emissions from plastic production had the biggest health 
impact, followed by air pollution and toxic chemicals. 
 
'Public health crisis'  
 
Deeney gave the example of a plastic water bottle. 
 
Like more than 90 percent of all plastic, its production begins with the extraction of oil and gas. 
 
A series of chemical processes then transform those fossil fuels into Polyethylene terephthalate 
-- or PET -- which the bottle is made from. 
 
Deeney pointed out that a stretch of more than 200 petrochemical plants involved in plastic 
production in the US state of Louisiana is known as "cancer alley". 
 
Once made, the plastic bottle is transported across the world to a shop. 
Then it gets chucked in the rubbish -- or littered. 
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Despite recycling efforts, most plastic ends up in landfills where it can take centuries to 
decompose, leaching out chemicals during that time, Deeney said. 
 
The researchers also modeled a scenario where the world tried harder to fight the health effects 
of plastic. 
 
They found that plastic recycling made little difference. 
 
The most effective measure was reducing the amount of "unnecessary" plastic created in the 
first place, Deeney said. 
 
Talks to seal a world-first treaty to fight plastic pollution fell apart in August under opposition 
from oil-producing countries. 
 
However, Deeney emphasized that countries can still act at a national level to address this 
"global public health crisis".  
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Cold weather, cloudy skies over parts of PH due to amihan 
By: Isabelle Pechay 
 
The northeast monsoon or amihan continues to bring cold weather, cloudy skies, and light rains 
to most areas of the Philippines on Thursday, the state weather bureau said. 
 
In its morning forecast, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services 
Administration (Pagasa) reported that the northeast monsoon continues to prevail over areas of 
Luzon and Visayas.  
 
In Metro Manila and the rest of the country, partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated light rains 
is forecast while Cagayan Valley, Aurora, and Quezon will experience cloudy skies with light 
rains due to Amihan, Pagasa said in their daily weather advisory. 
 
Meanwhile, localized thunderstorms are expected to bring partly cloudy to cloudy skies with 
isolated light rain showers in Mindanao, especially by late afternoon until nighttime, according to 
the bureau. 
 
“No gale warning has been raised over any of the country’s seaboards but extra caution is 
advised for our fellow Filipinos, especially in Northern Luzon, due to the surges of the northeast 
monsoon, as high waves remain possible,” Pagasa weather specialist Chenel Dominguez 
added. 
 
Dominguez said no typhoons or low pressure areas are being monitored by the bureau within 
and outside the Philippine area of responsibility.  
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Slow Philippine recovery seen amid graft probe, climate risks 
By: Ian Nicolas P. Cigaral 
 
The combined effects of climate-related disruptions and a sweeping corruption scandal appear 
to be spilling over into other pillars of domestic growth, limiting the Philippines’ ability to 
significantly rebound from the recent economic fallout. 
 
Singapore-based DBS Bank Ltd. estimated that the economy may have expanded by 4.2 
percent in the fourth quarter of 2025, up from a revised 3.9 percent in the previous quarter. 
 
Capital spending likely slowed in the second half of 2025 amid the graft fallout that gutted 
confidence, a trend the bank said was reflected in weaker imports. 
 
At the same time, the country was battered by storms that have gotten more powerful through 
the years because of climate change, adding risks to growth. 
 
Exports 
 
Some support may have come from abroad, however, as exports rebounded on the back of 
strong semiconductor demand, driven in part by the rapid expansion of artificial intelligence 
technologies. 
 
“The impact of climate shocks and corruption allegations [is expected] to spill over on to the 
domestic drivers,” DBS said. “Annual growth is likely to average 4.8 percent, based on our 
quarterly assumption.” 
 
President Marcos ordered an investigation into anomalous flood control projects, a scandal that 
ensnared lawmakers, Cabinet members and government engineers. 
 
The scandal sent consumer confidence plummeting to a pandemic-era low of -22.2 percent in 
the last three months of 2025, while direct government spending on infrastructure contracted by 
13.7 percent in the first 10 months of last year, based on latest available data. 
 
Consensus forecast 
 
An Inquirer poll of 14 economists showed a GDP growth consensus estimate of 4.2 percent for 
the fourth quarter of 2025, indicating that average growth last year may have settled at 4.8 
percent. If borne out, the figure—set to be released on Jan. 29—will fall short of the 
government’s 5.5-percent to 6.5-percent growth target for 2025, extending a streak of missed 
annual goals that began in 2023. 
 
Separately, London-based Capital Economics said growth may have slowed to 3.5 percent in 
the fourth quarter of 2025, adding that timely indicators suggest that the effects of the corruption 
scandal continued to be felt in the final months of last year. 
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“The backdrop of sluggish growth and subdued inflation underpins our view that the central 
bank will deliver further monetary easing,” Capital Economics said. 
 
“We forecast a further 50 basis points of rate cuts this year, to 4 percent. Our view is more 
dovish than the consensus.”  
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
PBBM pushes for sustainable, inclusive tourism at ASEAN Tourism Forum 
By Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos 
 
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. on Wednesday called for sustainable and inclusive tourism 
as the Philippines, this year’s Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) chair, formally 
opened the ASEAN Tourism Forum (ATF) 2026 in Cebu. 
 
During the opening of the AFT 2026, Marcos underscored the crucial role of the tourism sector 
as a “driver of opportunity for economies and communities.” 
 
“When tourism is inclusive, it becomes empowering. When policies are carried out with care, 
they become sustainable,” Marcos said in a speech delivered by Tourism Secretary Christina 
Frasco. 
 
“As we look to the future, the Philippines invites all ASEAN member states and partners to move 
with us and be part of this journey. I share with you the sense of confidence and optimism that 
ASEAN tourism will continue to strive,” he added. 
 
Marcos said a major milestone under the ATF is the completion and adoption of the ASEAN 
Tourism Sector Plan 2026-2030, which sets a clear and unified course for advancing 
sustainable and inclusive tourism across the region. 
 
He said the regional tourism roadmap is designed to enrich visitor experience, empower both 
small- and large-scale enterprises, and strengthen ASEAN’s competitiveness in the global 
market. 
 
“In many ways, this roadmap reflects ASEAN's larger direction –growth that is innovative, 
development that is environmentally sound, and progress that prioritizes the welfare of the 
people,” he said. 
 
Marcos said the Philippines’ ASEAN chairship is guided by five strategic thrusts called “SAIL 
ASEAN” or “SAIL-A,” which stands for Strengthening Trade and Investment Linkages; 
Accelerating Digital Transformation; Integrating ASEAN's MSME Development Agenda; 
Leveraging the Creative Economy and Innovation; and Advancing Sustainable and Inclusive 
Economies. 
 
He said the strategic thrusts would provide direction and balance to ASEAN member-states’ 
shared journey as they work to boost tourism, which he described as a key driver of growth 
when fueled by vision and innovation. 
 
“In ASEAN, tourism has always been more than an industry. It is a bridge between our cultures, 
a pathway connecting our people, and a force that brings our region together,” Marcos said. 
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“Here in the Philippines, tourism continues to uplift not only destinations but also lives. It 
supports Filipino farmers, fisherfolk, creatives, transport providers, hospitality service providers, 
and entrepreneurs,” he added. 
 
Marcos reaffirmed the Philippines’ commitment to advancing ASEAN members’ collective 
interests and steering the region toward shared growth. 
 
The Philippines opened the ATF 2026 under the theme “Navigating Our Tourism Future, 
Together,” marking a key milestone of its ASEAN Chairship. 
 
First Lady Liza Araneta-Marcos and ASEAN tourism ministers attended the event, which 
featured cultural performances that celebrate Philippine heritage —from indigenous chants and 
regional folk dances to contemporary musical pieces.  
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
CCC, GGGI renew partnership to drive PH green growth 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) signed an agreement with the Global Green Growth 
Institute (GGGI), further strengthening a partnership that aims to advance climate resilience and 
promote green growth in the Philippines. 
 
Recognizing that the climate crisis demands a whole-of-society approach, the CCC underscored 
the importance of sustained collaboration with key development partners such as the GGGI. 
The renewed engagement reaffirms the country’s commitment to pursue science-based, 
inclusive and forward-looking solutions to climate challenges. 
 
CCC Vice Chairman and Executive Director Robert Borje highlighted the significance of the joint 
work between the commission and GGGI, saying, “This allows us to jointly work in critical areas: 
from crafting science-based Green Growth Development Plans for our regions and cities, to 
strengthening the policy architecture that enables a low-carbon economy and empowering our 
communities through knowledge and innovation.” 
 
Global Green Growth Institute’s Asia Regional Director Malle Fofana emphasized that the 
renewed partnership is both timely and crucial. 
 
The partnership with the GGGI reflects the broader imperative for stronger cooperation across 
sectors — government, development organizations, private institutions and communities — to 
foster sustainability, strengthen resilience and support the country’s transition toward a 
low-carbon and climate-smart future. 
 
The CCC remains steadfast in engaging with various sectors to advance climate action 
domestically and globally, reaffirming its commitment to building a climate-resilient and 
sustainable Philippines. 
 

=END=   
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