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Each EI Nino is unique, says WMOQO's climate prediction chief

Habagat to drench Luzon, Western Visayas on Tuesday

UN tells world to brace for extreme weather as El Nino looms

As strong El Nifio looms, climate change will make its effects worse
Peasants, climate advocates call on DAR to resolve land rights cases
Philippines seeking $1.02-billion World Bank energy loan, grant package
UP institute to help PH address climate change effects — Speaker Dy
Proposed UP-NCRI to help PH face climate change threats

Worsening climate conditions

UN urges the world to ready for extreme heat risk from El Nifio

ABS CBN

Each El Nino is unique, says WMOQO's climate prediction chief

United Nations’ head of climate prediction Wilfran Moufouma Okia said on Tuesday that
warming El Nino conditions are expected to develop before the end of August.

Habagat to drench Luzon, Western Visayas on Tuesday
By: Ariel Rojas

The southwest monsoon or Habagat will continue to bring rains over Luzon and Western
Visayas on Tuesday, according to PAGASA.

AL JAZEERA
UN tells world to brace for extreme weather as El Nino looms

The United Nations’ climate agency has warned of an increased risk of extreme weather in the
coming weeks and months due to the emerging El Nino weather pattern.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/6/2/each-el-nino-is-unique-says-wmo-s-climate-prediction-chief-1825
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As strong El Nifio looms, climate change will make its effects worse

The El Nifo weather pattern is forming, and is expected to cause extreme weather around the
world this year, the WMO said on Tuesday. Scientists say climate change will make its impact
especially severe.

Peasants, climate advocates call on DAR to resolve land rights cases
By: Marron Joshua F. Mendoza

PEASANT and climate justice groups expressed their support on Monday for a proposed
dialogue with the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) to expedite the resolution of land rights
cases involving thousands of agrarian reform beneficiaries (ARBS).

MANILA BULLETIN

Philippines seeking $1.02-billion World Bank energy loan, grant package
By: Ben Arnold de Vera

The Philippines is set to secure another $1-billion loan from the World Bank in June, this time for
an energy project follow-through and coupled with a $20-million grant, making the package the
largest single financing commitment extended to the country by the Washington-based
multilateral lender.

MANILA STANDARD

UP institute to help PH address climate change effects — Speaker Dy
By: Marciel Cruz

House Speaker Faustino “Bojie” Dy Il on Tuesday said the proposed University of the
Philippines-National Climate Resilience Institute (UP-NCRI) will play a critical role in helping the
country confront the growing threats posed by climate change.
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Proposed UP-NCRI to help PH face climate change threats
By: Jose Cielito Reganit

House of Representatives Speaker Faustino “Bojie” Dy lll said Tuesday that the proposed
University of the Philippines - National Climate Resilience Institute (UP-NCRI) will play a critical
role in helping the country confront the growing threats posed by climate change.


https://bworldonline.com/world/2026/06/02/753991/as-strong-el-nino-looms-climate-change-will-make-its-effects-worse/
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Worsening climate conditions
By: Joe Zaldarriaga

The rains have started to arrive with the southwest monsoon, but searing temperatures continue
to prevail in many parts of the country, according to weather bureau PAGASA.

RAPPLER

UN urges the world to ready for extreme heat risk from El Nifio

The United Nations weather agency forecast on Tuesday, June 2, a moderate or possibly a
strong El Nifio that could drive up global temperatures and increase the risk of extreme weather
over the coming months.
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Each El Nino is unique, says WMO's climate prediction chief

United Nations’ head of climate prediction Wilfran Moufouma Okia said on Tuesday that
warming El Nino conditions are expected to develop before the end of August.

The natural climate phenomenon is expected to drive more extreme weather and rainfall,
according to the UN's World Meteorological Organization (WMO), although its intensity is hard
to predict at this stage.

Speaking with the AFP, Okia said El Nino has a temporary warming effect, and while it
originates in the tropics, it affects a large part of the planet.

"When EI Nino occurs, droughts are expected in West Africa, the Sahel, South Africa, Australia,
and southeast Asia," he said.

"Conversely, other regions experience abundant rainfall, such as the southeastern United States
and especially the equatorial Pacific region. Therefore, different regions will react differently to

the phenomenon."

Okia stressed that El Nino does not act in isolation, but interacts with other weather phenomena
which can amplify or weaken its intensity.

"According to our projections, we will broadly see an El Nino event ranging from moderate to
strong," he said.

"But it's important to stress that each El Nino event is unique. One might think that a weak El
Nino will have no consequences — but that's wrong. Depending on the country and the context,
the consequences can be just as damaging as with strong events."

ARE COUNTRIES READY?

Okia said the WMO would give countries and national weather services its findings -- but it was
down to them to refine the information at a local level.

He hoped countries would take the data into account in preparing for El Nino.

"WMO models are capable of making forecasts six months in advance. So we hope that
countries will have had time to anticipate," he said.

However, sometimes the consequences go beyond a country's capacity to respond — as
happened during the last El Nino, between 2023 and 2024.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/6/2/each-el-nino-is-unique-says-wmo-s-climate-prediction-chief-1825

"Back then, there was a decrease in rainfall in Panama that affected the canal, and therefore the
global economy," he said.

ARE COUNTRIES COOPERATING IN WEATHER?
Okia said there was progress, with countries exchanging more information regarding El Nino.

"There were fewer casualties in 2023-2024 than in 1997. So we can assume that countries are
better prepared, or have learned from previous events," he said.

Countries understand the need to share data, and "even countries in conflict" are cooperating,
the climate prediction chief said.

"To predict a phenomenon on the other side of the world, you need data from the other side,”
added.



Habagat to drench Luzon, Western Visayas on Tuesday
By: Ariel Rojas

The southwest monsoon or Habagat will continue to bring rains over Luzon and Western
Visayas on Tuesday, according to PAGASA.

Occasional Habagat rains are forecast over Occidental Mindoro, Batangas, Cavite, Bataan, and

Zambales.

Meanwhile, Metro Manila, llocos Region, Cordillera, Cagayan Valley, Bicol Region, Western
Visayas, and the rest of Central Luzon, Calabarzon and Mimaropa will have cloudy skies with
scattered rains and thunderstorms.

PAGASA warned against possible flooding and landslides during occasions of heavy and
prolonged rainfall.

On the other hand, the rest of Visayas and Mindanao will experience humid conditions with
likely afternoon or evening thunderstorms.

HEAT INDEX
Despite presence of Habagat, dangerous heat index remains possible in some areas.

The heat index could reach 43°C in Baler, Aurora; Borongan City; Infanta, Quezon; Pili,
Camarines Sur; and Tuguegarao City.

On the other hand, Aparri, Cagayan; Catarman, Northern Samar; Catbalogan City; Dagupan
City; Dipolog City; Echague, Isabela; Guiuan, Eastern Samar; Maasin City; Masbate City; Virac,

Catanduanes; and Zamboanga City may experience 42°C feels-like temperature.

While the weather bureau declared the start of Habagat last Saturday, it has yet to announce
the start of the 2026 rainy season.

Its criteria for the declaration require both wind and rain components.

Even with the presence of Habagat, most of its 13 monitoring stations over the western parts of
Luzon and Visayas have yet to meet the rainfall requirement of 25 millimeters in a period of five
days, with three consecutive days needing at least 1 millimeter of rain.

The agency said it is likely that this may be met within this week or next.

PAGASA has usually declared the onset of the rainy season between May 27 and June 5.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/6/2/habagat-to-drench-luzon-western-visayas-on-tuesday-0901
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UN tells world to brace for extreme weather as El Nino looms

The United Nations’ climate agency has warned of an increased risk of extreme weather in the
coming weeks and months due to the emerging El Nino weather pattern.

The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) issued the alert in a news release on Tuesday,
saying that there was an 80 percent chance of an El Nino event — marked by unusually warm
sea surface temperatures in the central and eastern Pacific Ocean- between June and August
and a roughly 90 percent chance of it forming by November.

“The science is clear: El Nino is arriving on our doorstep in the coming months with 90 percent
certainty,” said UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres in a video statement. “The world must
treat it as the urgent climate warning it is.”

Bringing worldwide changes in winds, pressure and rainfall patterns, El Nino is a naturally
occurring phenomenon that generally happens every two to seven years and lasts about nine to
12 months.

El Nino can trigger increased rainfall in the southern parts of South America and the United
States, parts of the Horn of Africa and Central Asia. It can also cause drought in Australia,
Central America, Indonesia and parts of South Asia, and spur hurricane formation in the central
and eastern Pacific, according to the WMO.

Impacts to ‘cross border with devastating speed’
The UN agency predicted this year’s El Nino phenomenon to be “at least moderate — and
possibly strong”.

“Impacts will hit even harder, travel even farther, and cross borders with devastating speed,”
said Guterres.

The trend could help fuel especially severe wildfires this year, according to researchers at
Imperial College London and the World Weather Attribution network of climate scientists.

In anticipation, the European Union has announced plans to deploy a record number of
firefighters and aircraft in high-risk areas — spanning Cyprus, Greece, ltaly, France, Spain and
Portugal.

The last El Nino, in 2023 to 2024 — which meteorologists said was strong, contributed to making
2024 the hottest year on record, said WMO Secretary-General Celeste Saulo.

Saulo said other risks associated with extreme heat included a wider spread of diseases borne
by vectors, such as mosquitoes and ticks, and reduced food and water supplies.


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/6/2/un-tells-world-to-brace-for-extreme-weather-as-el-nino-looms

“‘Communities that were already struggling will be pushed farther beyond their limits,” she said.

For consumers, facing inflation because of the US-Israel war on Iran, food prices may rise
further because of El Nino.

Hein Schumacher, CEO of Barry Callebaut, one of the world’s biggest cocoa processors,
warned that crops in the growing regions of Ecuador and West Africa, which account for 60
percent of global output, could be reduced.

“This is something that we are very cautiously observing,” he said. “El Nino could have an effect
that could lead to, you know, a few thousands per tonne.”

Guterres said the climate trend was a reminder of the need for a shift away from fossil fuels
towards renewable energy. “El Nino conditions will pour fuel on the fire of a warming world,” he
said.
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As strong El Nifio looms. climate change will make its effects worse

The El Nifo weather pattern is forming, and is expected to cause extreme weather around the
world this year, the WMO said on Tuesday. Scientists say climate change will make its impact
especially severe.

The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) said there is an 80% chance that an El Nifio
event develops between June and August, and a 90% chance it will last until at least November.
The statement is the clearest signal yet of the likelihood.

The El Nifo phenomenon naturally occurs every two to seven years, when weakening trade
winds result in warmer waters in the eastern Pacific. The result tends to be higher global
temperatures, and disrupted rainfall — meaning drought in some regions, heavy rains in others.
It also affects hurricane formation.

Two things make this year’s forecast particularly worrying.
The first is the chance that this year’s El Nifio — and its impact — will be stronger than typical.

The WMO said there was still uncertainty, and some models predict a “strong” El Nifio while
others do not. WMO forecasts suggest a strong El Nifio is possible, defined by sea surface
temperatures in the eastern Pacific of at least 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit)
above average.

The second cause for concern is climate change.

Greenhouse gas emissions have increased the planet’s average temperature by around 1.3C
since pre-industrial times.

That higher baseline supercharges the effects of El Nifio — enabling higher temperature spikes,
more intense droughts, heatwaves, rains, and the resulting disasters, including bushfires, floods
and crop failures.

“When we get an El Nifio, because of the underlying climate change ... these things become
more intensified and they’re more impactful,” said Piers Forster, Professor of Physical Climate
Change at the University of Leeds.

The combination of climate change and El Nifio has led the WMO to warn that 2027 could be
the hottest year since records began. The last El Nifio year, 2024, holds the record. That El Nifio

was regarded by the WMO as strong.

‘THE RISKS ARE ENORMOUS’


https://bworldonline.com/world/2026/06/02/753991/as-strong-el-nino-looms-climate-change-will-make-its-effects-worse/

Each El Nifio is different, and its effects vary around the world — making it hard to predict how
this one will behave.

Typically, regions including southern South America and parts of Central Asia get more rain in
an El Nifo, while Central America and Australia dry out. The phenomenon also intensifies
heatwaves, including in regions far from the Pacific, such as Europe.

These effects can have disastrous consequences for food production, industries and human life.

In April to May 2024, floods in Rio Grande do Sul in Brazil killed more than 180 people and
displaced 600,000. Scientists said both climate change and El Nifio strengthened the rains that
triggered the disaster.

Francisco Aquino, head of the University of Rio Grande do Sul’s climate center, said a strong El
Nifio this year risked causing a similar disaster.

“When you have an El Nifio over what climate change already brought, the risks are enormous,”
Mr. Aquino told Reuters. “A strong El Nifio can lead to the exact same scenario we saw then,
because the world keeps getting warmer, and the temperature in the ocean keeps rising.”

Climate change is also compounding the impact of El Nifios in southern Africa. There, the
weather pattern reduces rainfall during the rainy season, limiting hydropower generation and
cutting crop yields.

“Climate change will make that below-normal rainfall more intense, so it will last longer or have
less rainfall... and that, of course, will affect agriculture, especially the rain-fed farmers in the
region,” said lzidine Pinto, a senior climate researcher at the Netherlands Meteorological
Institute.

Antonio Navarra, head of Italy’s Euro-Mediterranean Center on Climate Change, said stronger
Pacific cyclones were another impact governments should prepare for.

“Because the water in the Pacific will be much warmer, there will be a much more favorable
environment for the formation of tropical cyclones.... El Nifio will input an enormous amount of

energy into the system, so everything will be more intense,” he said.

Some scientists said the destruction likely from this year’s El Nifio could provide a foretaste of
extremes that will become the norm in around five years’ time even without an El Nifio.

“It does give a window into the future,” said Mr. Forster.
Theodore Keeping, research associate at Imperial College London, said El Nifio’s impact on

atmospheric circulation means it affects weather patterns in a way that a warmer climate alone
would not — but broadly speaking, it can offer a flavor of future climate change.
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“You’re able to kind of sample weather conditions that you would otherwise in a neutral El Nifio
[year] only expect to see in a warmer climate,” he said.
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Peasants, climate advocates call on DAR to resolve land rights cases
By: Marron Joshua F. Mendoza

PEASANT and climate justice groups expressed their support on Monday for a proposed
dialogue with the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) to expedite the resolution of land rights
cases involving thousands of agrarian reform beneficiaries (ARBS).

The coalition, known as the June 10 Land Rights Committee, is made up of farmers, fisherfolk,
indigenous people, and climate activists.

Organizations listed as members of the coalition include the Philippine Movement for Climate
Justice (PMCJ), the Kilusan para sa Repormang Agraryo at Katarungan Panlipunan, the
Pambansang Koalisyon ng Kababaihan sa Kanayunan, the Pagkakaisa para sa Tunay na
Repormang Agraryo, Focus on the Global South, Alter Trade Foundation, Inc., Bukluran ng
Manggagawang Pilipino, the Pambansang Kaisahan ng Magbubukid sa Pilipinas, the
Makabayang Alyansa ng Magbubukid ng Pilipinas, and the Aniban ng Manggagawa sa
Agrikultura.

The committee submitted a letter to the DAR on May 28, requesting the resolution of 19 land
cases involving 18,566 hectares affecting 7,887 farmers and ARBs.

In a statement, Campaign Senior Officer for Food, Land, Water, and Climate of the PMCJ Laica
Rayel said that resistance from landowners and inconsistent government support stood in the
way of farmers achieving control, ownership, and management of awarded land.

“These obstacles must be addressed, as we are experiencing the combined impacts of a super

El Nifio and the energy and economic crises, which will make matters worse for agriculture and
our ability to survive,” Ms. Rayel said in a statement.
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MANILA BULLETIN

Philippines seeking $1.02-billion World Bank energy loan, grant package
By: Ben Arnold de Vera

The Philippines is set to secure another $1-billion loan from the World Bank in June, this time for
an energy project follow-through and coupled with a $20-million grant, making the package the
largest single financing commitment extended to the country by the Washington-based
multilateral lender.

The latest World Bank documents reviewed by Manila Bulletin showed that as of May 31, the
Philippines Second Energy Transition and Climate Resilience Development Policy Loan (DPL)
has a total commitment amount of $1.02 billion, with the forthcoming International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) loan comprising the bulk of the financing plan. IBRD is
the World Bank Group’s (WBG) lending arm for developing countries like the Philippines.

A DPL is a fast-disbursing loan that supports government policy and institutional reforms rather
than funding specific infrastructure projects. Once approved by the World Bank board on June
25, the newest loan will match the $1 billion for the Department of Agriculture’s (DA) Philippines
Sustainable Agriculture Transformation (PSAT) Program, which the lender greenlit last March
and for which the Philippine government signed the agreement in May.

Meanwhile, the grant will come from IBRD’s Fund for Innovative Global Public Goods (GPG)
Solutions, which is a trust fund “designed to incentivize sovereign states to invest in projects
that provide cross-border or global benefits,” including initiatives tackling climate change.

When the World Bank first disclosed the Philippines Second Energy Transition and Climate
Resilience DPL in September last year, the financing was estimated at a lower $800 million and
was initially scheduled for approval in January this year, which has since been moved several
times.

The Philippines is currently under a national energy emergency due to the global oil price and
supply shocks wrought by the prolonged war in the Middle East.

Manila Bulletin reported last year that the new loan would build on reforms jump-started by the
Philippines First Energy Transition and Climate Resilience DPL, an $800-million financing that
the World Bank greenlit in March last year.

Based on World Bank documents, the upcoming DPL would “support [Philippine government]

reforms to scale up adoption of clean energy technologies; increase the security, flexibility, and
competition of electricity markets; and improve water management across water uses.”
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The program will be jointly implemented by the Department of Energy (DOE) and the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), as well as the Energy Regulatory
Commission (ERC).

According to earlier documents, the Department of Budget and Management (DBM), the
Department of Economy, Planning, and Development (DEPDev), the Department of the Interior
and Local Government (DILG), the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH), and the
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) will also be involved in program implementation, with
the Department of Finance (DOF) designated to be responsible for overall coordination and
monitoring.

This second phase “deepens the policy and institutional framework needed to scale up
renewable energy (RE), improve electricity market efficiency, and strengthen water governance
and service delivery,” according to the World Bank.

The second DPL would have three pillars, the first of which targets accelerating RE adoption
through an RE market, offshore wind auctions, wider electric vehicle (EV) use, stronger local
efficiency measures, and more private clean tech investments.

The second pillar aims to deepen competition and flexibility in the power sector by improving
reserve and ancillary markets, resolving stranded costs, and advancing competitive
procurement to deliver a more reliable, lower-cost grid.

The final pillar involves improving water security and service delivery by professionalizing local
utilities, enforcing cost-recovery tariffs, and expanding funding support to underperforming local
government units (LGUs).

Meanwhile, separate documents showed that the Manila-based Asian Development Bank (ADB)
has two energy-related loan facilities in the pipeline for its host country, both up for approval in
2027.

The ADB is preparing a $461-million loan for the Philippines’ National Total Electrification
Support Program, which the lender said aims to provide “access to equitable and affordable
energy access to all” Filipinos nationwide.

Through the program, the Philippines plans to extend electricity transmission and distribution
networks as well as generate RE, specifically through solar power, in order to achieve 24-hour,

seven-day electricity access for all in missionary and off-grid areas.

The ADB is scheduled to conduct a fact-finding mission for this loan financing, which will be
implemented by the DOE, in mid-November this year.

The ADB’s lending pipeline for the Philippines likewise includes the $210-million Accelerated
Implementation of Government Energy Efficient Projects, also to be implemented by the DOE.
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Aimed at promoting energy efficiency and conservation in public buildings, the ADB will conduct
its fact-finding mission for this program starting in late August this year.
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UP institute to help PH address climate change effects — Speaker Dy
By: Marciel Cruz

House Speaker Faustino “Bojie” Dy Ill on Tuesday said the proposed University of the
Philippines-National Climate Resilience Institute (UP-NCRI) will play a critical role in helping the
country confront the growing threats posed by climate change.

This as the House Committee on Higher and Technical Education, jointly with the House
Committee on Climate Change, approved the substitute bill consolidating House Bills 2577,
4533, 5832, 6430, 6869, 8247, and 9029, which seek to establish the UP-NCRI as a permanent
institution dedicated to advancing climate resilience and disaster preparedness in the country.

The House leader said the measure recognizes that climate change is no longer a distant
challenge but a present-day threat affecting millions of Filipinos through stronger typhoons,
flooding, droughts, extreme heat, and other climate-related disasters.

“Every year we experience stronger storms, more intense floods, droughts, and other impacts of
climate change. If we want to protect our communities and livelihoods, we must improve our
ability to plan, prepare, and respond using the best science and data,” Dy said in Filipino.

“The establishment of the UP-National Climate Resilience Institute is an important step to help
us address the risks posed by climate change. It will be a center for research, innovation, and
policy development that will help government and local communities make smarter decisions,”
he added.

The Speaker noted that the Philippines remains among the countries most vulnerable to
climate-related disasters, making investments in climate science, research, and preparedness
increasingly important.

“While we cannot prevent tropical cyclones or other natural disasters, we can reduce their
impact with better knowledge, preparation, and coordination. This institution will help make our
communities more resilient to the challenges of a changing climate,” Dy said.

He also emphasized the importance of harnessing the expertise of the country’s premier state
university in addressing one of the defining challenges of the 21st century.

“There are so many Filipino scientists, researchers, and experts who have the ability to help

address climate change. Through UP-NCRI, we can provide them with a strong institution that
can serve as a center of knowledge and innovation for the entire country,” Dy said.
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The substitute measure seeks to institutionalize the UP-NCRI and build upon the University of
the Philippines’ longstanding work in disaster risk reduction, climate adaptation, and resilience
science.

UP President Angelo Jimenez, who appeared before the joint hearing of the Committees on
Higher and Technical Education and Climate Change, noted that after Project NOAH concluded
as a national government program in 2017, UP stepped in to ensure that the knowledge, data,
systems, and expertise developed through the initiative would continue serving the Filipino
people.

Through the UP Resilience Institute and the UP NOAH Center, the university has since worked
with government agencies, local governments, schools, and communities by providing hazard
assessments, geospatial analytics, risk modeling, technical assistance, training programs, and
decision-support tools that support planning and disaster preparedness efforts across the
country.

“In this environment, resilience cannot be treated as a temporary project. It must become a
permanent national commitment,” Jimenez said, emphasizing the value of science-based
decision-making in protecting lives and communities.

He likewise stressed the need for a permanent institution to sustain resilience efforts over the
long term.

According to the UP official, the proposed institute would provide a stronger and more enduring
platform for research, innovation, capacity-building, and science-based policymaking; help
preserve and strengthen the country’s investments in resilience science, bridge the gap
between scientific knowledge and public decision-making, and provide communities and local
governments access to the tools, data, and expertise they need to anticipate risks before
disasters occur.’
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Proposed UP-NCRI to help PH face climate change threats
By: Jose Cielito Reganit

House of Representatives Speaker Faustino “Bojie” Dy lll said Tuesday that the proposed
University of the Philippines - National Climate Resilience Institute (UP-NCRI) will play a critical
role in helping the country confront the growing threats posed by climate change.

Dy made this remark after the House Committee on Higher and Technical Education, with the
Committee on Climate Change, approved the substitute bill consolidating Bills Nos. 2577, 4533,
5832, 6430, 6869, 8247, and 9029, which seek to establish the UP-NCRI as a permanent
institution dedicated to advancing climate resilience and disaster preparedness in the country.

The substitute measure seeks to institutionalize the UP-NCRI and build upon UP’s
long-standing work in disaster risk reduction, climate adaptation, and resilience science.

Dy said the measure recognizes that climate change is no longer a distant challenge but a
present-day threat affecting millions of Filipinos through stronger typhoons, flooding, droughts,
extreme heat, and other climate-related disasters.

“Taun-taon nating nararanasan ang mas malalakas na bagyo, mas matitinding pagbaha,
tagtuyot, at iba pang epekto ng climate change. Kung nais nating maprotektahan ang ating mga
komunidad at kabuhayan, kailangan nating paghusayin ang ating kakayahang magplano,
maghanda, at tumugon gamit ang pinakamahusay na siyensiya at datos (Yearly, we experience
stronger typhoons, more intense flooding, drought, and other effects of climate change. If we
want to protect our communities and livelihood, we need to improve our ability to plan, prepare
and respond using the best science and data),” Dy said in a news release.

He said UP-NCRI will become a center for research, innovation, and policy-making that will help
the government and local communities make wise decisions.

Dy noted that the Philippines remains among the countries most vulnerable to climate-related
disasters, making investments in climate science, research, and preparedness increasingly
important.

He also emphasized the importance of harnessing the expertise of the country’s premier state
university in addressing one of the defining challenges of the 21st century.

“‘Napakaraming Filipino scientists, researchers, at experts ang may kakayahang tumulong sa
pagharap sa climate change. Sa pamamagitan ng UP-NCRI, mabibigyan natin sila ng isang
matibay na institusyon na maaaring magsilbing sentro ng kaalaman at inobasyon para sa buong
bansa (A lot of Filipino scientists, researchers, and experts have the capability to help address

18


https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1276362

climate change. Through the UP-NCRI, we are giving them a strong institution that will serve as
a center of knowledge and innovation for the whole nation),” Dy said.

UP President Angelo Jimenez, who appeared before the joint hearing of the committees on
higher and technical education and climate change, said the proposed institute would provide a
stronger and more enduring platform for research, innovation, capacity-building, and
science-based policymaking.

It would help preserve and strengthen the country’s investments in resilience science, bridge the
gap between scientific knowledge and public decision-making, and provide communities and
local governments access to the tools, data, and expertise they need to anticipate risks before
disasters occur.

"The question is not whether we can afford to invest in resilience. The question is whether we
can afford not to," he said.

Jimenez also briefed the House chief on Project NOAH in September last year.
During the meeting, Dy expressed support for the initiative and emphasized the importance of
ensuring that local governments have access to the tools, data, and expertise needed to

prepare for disasters.

The proposed UP-NCRI seeks to strengthen these efforts by providing a permanent institutional
framework for climate resilience, disaster preparedness, and science-based policymaking.
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Worsening climate conditions
By: Joe Zaldarriaga

The rains have started to arrive with the southwest monsoon, but searing temperatures continue
to prevail in many parts of the country, according to weather bureau PAGASA.

Dangerous heat indices continue to blanket much of the country even as we prepare to enter
the rainy season. In Tarlac, the index recently soared to 47°C, a level that can trigger cramps,
exhaustion, and even heat stroke with prolonged exposure.

While Filipinos are no strangers to hot days during the dry season, unusually high temperatures
in recent days have prompted discussions on effects to people’s health. Extreme heat can
cause dehydration, heat stroke, fatigue, and skin diseases, especially among vulnerable sectors
such as children and the elderly.

This unbearable heat is more than a seasonal inconvenience. It is a preview of extreme
conditions we are bound to face more often due to climate change. According to PAGASA, the
country may face extreme weather events in the coming months with the expected development
of El Nifio between June and August. The weather bureau added that El Nifio may persist into
early 2027 and could become a “strong” to “very strong” event by the end of the year.

This, however, does not rule out the possibility of strong typhoons that could trigger heavy and
widespread flooding.

The reality is climate change is no longer a distant threat. We experience its effects everyday. It
is here, shaping our daily lives. The dangerous heat indices, stronger typhoons, and erratic
rainfall patterns are stark reminders of our vulnerability as a nation. These conditions are not
mere inconveniences. These have negative impacts on our health, disrupt agriculture and
economic activity, and poses a risk to our daily way of life.

The challenge for us is to adapt to worsening conditions while reducing the risks that fuel them.

One of the most practical and immediate solutions that we can adopt to contribute is energy
efficiency. As we always remind in Meralco, by consuming energy smarter, we do not only lower
household expenses but also help ease demand. Every kilowatt-hour saved is a step toward
cutting greenhouse gas emissions that worsen global warming.

Simple actions matter. Shifting energy-intensive tasks to off-peak hours, switching to LED
lighting, maintaining clean filters in air conditioners, and setting cooling appliances to optimal
temperatures can collectively make a difference. Filipinos have long embraced bayanihan.
Energy efficiency is a modern form of bayanihan, where small, everyday choices add up to
national resilience.
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But beyond community participation and technology, responding to climate change is also about
accountability. With the looming rainy season, let us not forget the millions that have been lost to
corruption that were supposed to be used for flood control projects.

These are life-saving projects that should be implemented to protect our communities, and
those responsible for cheating the public should be held accountable for their actions. Climate
resilience is not just about conserving energy or planting trees—it is also about ensuring that
public funds are used wisely to build infrastructure that shields our people from disaster.

The worsening climate conditions we face today are not isolated events. They are part of a
larger pattern that demands foresight, discipline, and integrity. Searing temperatures, stronger
typhoons, and prolonged droughts will continue to test our preparedness.

This is why energy efficiency, renewable energy development, and transparent governance
must go hand in hand. Flood control projects, renewable energy investments, and disaster

preparedness programs must be implemented with urgency and transparency.

Climate change is not a passing season, it is the new reality we must confront head on.
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UN urges the world to ready for extreme heat risk from El Nifo

The United Nations weather agency forecast on Tuesday, June 2, a moderate or possibly a
strong El Nifio that could drive up global temperatures and increase the risk of extreme weather
over the coming months.

El Nifo is a periodic warming of sea surface temperatures in the central and eastern Pacific
Ocean, which typically lasts between nine and 12 months, according to the World
Meteorological Organization.

The WMO said warm ocean waters were driving El Nifio’'s development and predicted
above-average temperatures in most parts of the world from June to August. The WMO said it is
likely EI Nifio will continue until November.

It also said it remained uncertain how strong El Nifio will be as models differ on its severity, but
officials warned of the need to be ready.

“We need to prepare for a potentially strong El Nifio event — which will exacerbate drought and
heavy rainfall and increase the risk of heatwaves both on land and in the ocean,” said WMO
Secretary-General Celeste Saulo.

More droughts, hurricanes, and heat?

The weather pattern is known to disrupt regional climates, potentially bringing warmer
temperatures across the globe, while increasing rainfall in the southern parts of South America
and the United States, parts of the Horn of Africa, and central Asia.

El Nifio can also cause drought in Australia, Central America, Indonesia, and parts of south
Asia, and spur hurricane formation in the central and eastern Pacific, the WMO said.

The last El Nifio, which meteorologists said was strong, in 2023 to 2024 contributed to making
2024 the hottest year on record, Saulo said.

Saulo said other risks associated with extreme heat included a wider spread of diseases borne
by vectors such as mosquitoes and ticks, and reduced food and water supplies.

“‘Communities that were already struggling will be pushed farther beyond their limits,” she said.

For consumers, facing inflation because of the Iran war, food prices may rise further because of
El Nifo.
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Hein Schumacher, CEO of Barry Callebaut, one of the world’s biggest cocoa processors,
warned crops in the growing regions of Ecuador and West Africa that account for 60% of global
output could be reduced.

“This is something that we are very cautiously observing,” he told media on a call on Tuesday.
“El Nifio could have an effect that could lead to, you know, a few thousands per ton.”

London cocoa futures LCCc2 are trading at £2,944 ($3,964.10) per metric ton, down from more
than 9,000 in April 2024.

Some national weather agencies have forecast the strongest El Nifio in a decade.
The WMO is more circumspect but said it had observed unusually warm subsurface conditions
across the tropical Pacific with temperatures exceeding 6 degrees Celsius (10.8 degrees

Fahrenheit) above average, creating a reservoir of heat that is driving surface warming.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said it was a reminder of the need for a shift away from
fossil fuels towards renewable energy.

“The world must treat it as the urgent climate warning it is. El Nifio conditions will pour fuel on
the fire of a warming world,” he said.
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