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BUSINESS WORLD 
 
DA ramps up climate measures ahead of expected El Niño 
By: Pexcel John Bacon 
 
THE Department of Agriculture (DA) on Wednesday said it is intensifying climate-resilient 
farming measures and emergency interventions as the state weather bureau warned that an El 
Niño episode is likely to develop in the coming weeks and could strengthen toward the end of 
the year, threatening crop production, fisheries, and rural livelihoods. 
 
GMA NEWS 
 
LPA to enter PAR Thursday or Friday, may enhance Habagat - PAGASA 
 
State weather bureau PAGASA said on Wednesday that a low pressure area west of Luzon may 
enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) between Thursday and Friday, potentially 
enhancing the Southwest Monsoon (Habagat). 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
QC forms Heat Action Team vs climate threats 
By: Trixee Rosel 
 
The Quezon City government has created a Heat Action Team (QC‑HAT) to boost its response 
to extreme weather and safeguard residents from rising climate risks. 
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
House panel okays UP climate resilience bill 
By: Maricel Cruz 
 
A GROUP of lawmakers on Wednesday welcomed the committee approval of the proposed 
University of the Philippines National Climate Resilience Institute Act. 
 
PAGEONE 
 
Proposed UP-NCRI To Help Philippines Face Climate Change Threats 
 
House of Representatives Speaker Faustino “Bojie” Dy III said Tuesday that the proposed 
University of the Philippines – National Climate Resilience Institute (UP-NCRI) will play a critical 
role in helping the country confront the growing threats posed by climate change. 
 
THE NEW YORK TIMES 
 
E.U. Steps Up Ocean Monitoring as Trump Administration Backs Away 
By: Chico Harlan 
 
Days after the Trump administration vowed to dismantle a deep-ocean observation system, the 
European Union said it would bolster its own monitoring of the world’s oceans to improve 
climate forecasting and better anticipate changes to marine ecosystems. 
 
THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
Navigating a new climate reality 
By: Joe Zaldarriaga 
 
State weather bureau PAGASA has formally marked the onset of the southwest monsoon or the 
habagat – a familiar seasonal that Filipinos deal with, year in and year out. With it comes the 
expected transition into the rainy season. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
 
 

 

 
2 

https://manilastandard.net/news/314748066/house-panel-okays-up-climate-resilience-bill.html
https://pageone.ph/proposed-up-ncri-to-help-philippines-face-climate-change-threats/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/03/climate/trump-ocean-monitor-european-union.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.philstar.com/business/2026/06/04/2532611/navigating-new-climate-reality


 

BUSINESS WORLD 
 
DA ramps up climate measures ahead of expected El Niño 
By: Pexcel John Bacon 
 
THE Department of Agriculture (DA) on Wednesday said it is intensifying climate-resilient 
farming measures and emergency interventions as the state weather bureau warned that an El 
Niño episode is likely to develop in the coming weeks and could strengthen toward the end of 
the year, threatening crop production, fisheries, and rural livelihoods. 
 
In a briefing before the House Committee on Agriculture and Food, DA Assistant Secretary 
U-Nichols A. Manalo said the agency is implementing measures aimed at protecting food supply 
and minimizing losses among farmers and fisherfolk as the country braces for the effects of the 
climate phenomenon. 
 
“Our objective is to ensure that food remains available, sufficient, safe, stable, and affordable for 
Filipinos while protecting the livelihoods of farmers and fisherfolk,” Mr. Manalo told lawmakers. 
 
The briefing formed part of discussions on government plans, programs, and interventions 
under the Task Force El Niño. 
 
The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) 
said the country remains under El Niño Southern Oscillation-Neutral conditions; but while this is 
the case, climate models show more than a 90% probability that El Niño will emerge during the 
June-August period. 
 
“Majority of climate models suggest that El Niño will emerge soon with more than 90% 
probability this June-July-August season and may persist until early 2027,” PAGASA Climate 
Information and Prediction Section Chief Ana Liza S. Solis said. 
 
According to PAGASA, they issued an El Niño Watch on March 23 and an El Niño Alert on April 
22 after conditions became more favorable for the phenomenon to develop. 
 
The agency also said that El Niño could start as a weak event before strengthening to a strong 
event by September to November, with an increasing possibility of reaching the very strong 
category by the end of the year. 
 
The bureau added that most parts of the country are expected to experience near-normal 
rainfall from June to September, but some areas may experience above-normal rainfall during 
the southwest monsoon. However, rainfall is expected to decrease significantly by October, 
increasing the possibility of drought and dry spells. 
 
“Dry condition and dry spells will likely start in October-November while prolonged dry spells will 
be highly likely early part of 2027,” Ms. Solis said. 
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Mr. Manalo said that not only crops but also livestock, fisheries, and aquaculture could be 
affected due to high temperatures. According to him, the production of fish, such as crabs, could 
decrease and cases of diseases, pests, and fish kills could increase. 
 
“Even our livestock experience stress, and our fisheries are also affected because warmer 
waters can lead to fish kill incidents,” he said. 
 
The official also emphasized that El Niño does not mean there will be no more rain, and that 
strong storms that will cause flooding and landslides are still possible. 
 
He cited the 2023 El Niño accompanied by strong typhoons that caused about P12 billion in 
agricultural damages, and the 2009-2010 El Niño that reached an estimated P17.4 billion in 
losses. 
 
AGRI INTERVENTIONS 
 
According to the department, major rice and corn-producing provinces such as Isabela, 
Cagayan, Quirino, and Occidental Mindoro are among those most frequently affected by 
drought during El Niño. 
 
To minimize possible damage, the agency is promoting rainwater harvesting, rehabilitation of 
irrigation systems, adjustment of the cropping calendar, and use of drought-resistant seeds. 
 
Mr. Manalo also said that the agency is also providing crop insurance, survival and recovery 
load programs, and financial assistance for affected farmers and fisherfolk, while coordinating 
with other government agencies and local governments to assist communities potentially 
affected by the prolonged drought. 
 
To address the projected water deficit, Officer-in-Charge Administrator Reyne B. Ugay of the 
National Irrigation Authority (NIA) said the agency is implementing interventions, including the 
use of drought-tolerant crop diversification strategies such as planting mung beans and other 
short-duration crops. 
 
Mr. Ugay said the irrigation system will also implement rotational water distribution among 
service areas, along with “double dry” cropping schemes that aim to maximize production even 
during limited water availability periods. 
 
Farmers are likewise being encouraged to adopt water saving practices in field preparation, 
including land leveling to reduce water loss. 
 
Mr. Ugay said that the agency is also expanding physical interventions, including the installation 
of solar-powered irrigation systems to serve tail-end and low-water table areas, particularly 
through shallow tube wells and surface water sources. 
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Meanwhile, Pangasinan Rep. Maria Rachel J. Arenas questioned the NIA regarding the solar 
irrigation projects, particularly the alleged discrepancy between the status of projects when 
shown in budget hearings and the actual situation in the areas. 
 
According to Ms. Arenas, there are times when projects that are presented as “proposed” in the 
hearings are discovered to be completed upon actual visits to the areas. 
 
She also encouraged the DA to intensify its engagement with farmers groups even outside 
budget season, through regular consultations and meetings to promptly address issues in the 
programs. 
 
Ms. Arenas stressed that direct communication between regional officials and farmer groups is 
important to avoid confusion and expedite the resolution of concerns in the agriculture sector.
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GMA NEWS 
 
LPA to enter PAR Thursday or Friday, may enhance Habagat - PAGASA 
 
State weather bureau PAGASA said on Wednesday that a low pressure area west of Luzon may 
enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) between Thursday and Friday, potentially 
enhancing the Southwest Monsoon (Habagat). 
 
As of 2 p.m. Wednesday, the LPA was located 675 kilometers west of Iba, Zambales. 
 
"Sa susunod na 24 oras, kikilos po ang [LPA] pa hilagang-silangan at maaaring pumasok ng 
ating area of responsibility bukas ng hapon hanggang sa Biyernes," PAGASA weather specialist 
Benison Estareja said in an update Wednesday afternoon. 
 
(Within the next 24 hours, the weather disturbance is expected to move northeastward and may 
enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility between Thursday afternoon and Friday.) 
 
By Saturday, the weather disturbance may be near Taiwan and Batanes, he added. 
 
Estareja said forecasters are not ruling out the possibility that the LPA could intensify into a 
tropical depression while inside the PAR. Should this happen, it would be assigned the local 
name "Ester" and become the country's fifth tropical cyclone for 2026. 
 
He also said the chance of the weather disturbance making landfall remains low, but it is 
expected to further enhance the Southwest Monsoon. 
 
"Maliit ang tsansa na magla-landfall o tatama sa kalupaan ang nasabing sama ng panahon pero 
mage-enhance pa rin po ito o magpapaibayo ng Habagat sa malaking bahagi ng Luzon sa mga 
susunod na araw," he said. 
 
(The weather disturbance has a low chance of making landfall, but it is still expected to enhance 
the Southwest Monsoon over large parts of Luzon in the coming days.) 
 
The Habagat season began on May 30. 
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
QC forms Heat Action Team vs climate threats 
By: Trixee Rosel 
 
The Quezon City government has created a Heat Action Team (QC‑HAT) to boost its response 
to extreme weather and safeguard residents from rising climate risks. 
 
Quezon City has recorded heat index levels reaching 42 to 44 degrees Celsius in 2024 and 
2025, raising concerns over health impacts, learning disruptions, higher energy consumption, 
water stress, and increased household expenses. 
 
“The city government recognizes extreme heat as a critical public health and safety emergency. 
It unfairly affects the most marginalized sector, specifically those belonging to the informal 
sector and outdoor workers, who lack cool, safe, and decent housing and immediate health 
services,” Mayor Joy Belmonte said. 
 
She added that the HAT will strengthen existing cooling interventions and develop a 
science-based Heat Action Plan to guide long-term climate adaptation and resilience efforts. 
 
The team will formulate and implement heat mitigation measures, conduct vulnerability 
assessments in high-risk communities, and recommend policy actions to the City Council, while 
ensuring coordinated action across sectors. 
 
The QC‑HAT will be chaired by Mayor Belmonte, with the Climate Change and Environmental 
Sustainability Department (CCESD) spearheading planning, coordination, and policy integration. 
The Quezon City Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office (QCDRRMO) will oversee 
operational response and inter-agency coordination, while the city health department’s 
epidemiology and surveillance unit will monitor and report heat-related illnesses. 
 
In April, the city convened the Urban Heat and Drought Summit, bringing together stakeholders 
from government, academia, civil society, and the private sector to align strategies on 
climate-resilient cooling solutions and adaptation measures. 
 
The local government has also designated 32 community libraries as cooling centers for senior 
citizens, persons with disabilities, children, and other vulnerable residents during periods of 
extreme heat. 
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
House panel okays UP climate resilience bill 
By: Maricel Cruz 
 
A GROUP of lawmakers on Wednesday welcomed the committee approval of the proposed 
University of the Philippines National Climate Resilience Institute Act. 
 
Rep. Jude Acidre of Tingog Party-list, one of the bill’s authors, said the approval of House Bill 
9029 at the committee level is a necessary step toward strengthening the country’s capacity to 
prepare for disasters through science, research, and evidence-based planning. 
 
The bill passed during  the joint meeting of the House Committee on Higher and Technical 
Education and the House Committee on Climate Change, seeks to convert the existing 
University of the Philippines Research Institute into the UP National Climate Resilience Institute, 
a permanent national institution dedicated to climate resilience, disaster preparedness, policy 
innovation, foresight, knowledge integration, and capacity building. 
 
Introduced by Leyte 1st District Rep. Ferdinand Martin Romualdez, together with Tingog 
Party-list Reps. Yedda Marie Romualdez, Andrew Julian Romualdez, and Acidre, the measure 
comes as the Philippines remains at the top of global disaster risk rankings. 
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PAGEONE 
 
Proposed UP-NCRI To Help Philippines Face Climate Change Threats 
 
House of Representatives Speaker Faustino “Bojie” Dy III said Tuesday that the proposed 
University of the Philippines – National Climate Resilience Institute (UP-NCRI) will play a critical 
role in helping the country confront the growing threats posed by climate change. 
 
Dy made this remark after the House Committee on Higher and Technical Education, with the 
Committee on Climate Change, approved the substitute bill consolidating Bills Nos. 2577, 4533, 
5832, 6430, 6869, 8247, and 9029, which seek to establish the UP-NCRI as a permanent 
institution dedicated to advancing climate resilience and disaster preparedness in the country. 
 
The substitute measure seeks to institutionalize the UP-NCRI and build upon UP’s 
long-standing work in disaster risk reduction, climate adaptation, and resilience science. 
 
Dy said the measure recognizes that climate change is no longer a distant challenge but a 
present-day threat affecting millions of Filipinos through stronger typhoons, flooding, droughts, 
extreme heat, and other climate-related disasters. 
 
“Taun-taon nating nararanasan ang mas malalakas na bagyo, mas matitinding pagbaha, 
tagtuyot, at iba pang epekto ng climate change. Kung nais nating maprotektahan ang ating mga 
komunidad at kabuhayan, kailangan nating paghusayin ang ating kakayahang magplano, 
maghanda, at tumugon gamit ang pinakamahusay na siyensiya at datos (Yearly, we experience 
stronger typhoons, more intense flooding, drought, and other effects of climate change. If we 
want to protect our communities and livelihood, we need to improve our ability to plan, prepare 
and respond using the best science and data),” Dy said in a news release. 
 
He said UP-NCRI will become a center for research, innovation, and policy-making that will help 
the government and local communities make wise decisions. 
 
Dy noted that the Philippines remains among the countries most vulnerable to climate-related 
disasters, making investments in climate science, research, and preparedness increasingly 
important. 
 
He also emphasized the importance of harnessing the expertise of the country’s premier state 
university in addressing one of the defining challenges of the 21st century. 
 
“Napakaraming Filipino scientists, researchers, at experts ang may kakayahang tumulong sa 
pagharap sa climate change. Sa pamamagitan ng UP-NCRI, mabibigyan natin sila ng isang 
matibay na institusyon na maaaring magsilbing sentro ng kaalaman at inobasyon para sa buong 
bansa (A lot of Filipino scientists, researchers, and experts have the capability to help address 
climate change. Through the UP-NCRI, we are giving them a strong institution that will serve as 
a center of knowledge and innovation for the whole nation),” Dy said. 
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UP President Angelo Jimenez, who appeared before the joint hearing of the committees on 
higher and technical education and climate change, said the proposed institute would provide a 
stronger and more enduring platform for research, innovation, capacity-building, and 
science-based policymaking. 
 
It would help preserve and strengthen the country’s investments in resilience science, bridge the 
gap between scientific knowledge and public decision-making, and provide communities and 
local governments access to the tools, data, and expertise they need to anticipate risks before 
disasters occur. 
 
“The question is not whether we can afford to invest in resilience. The question is whether we 
can afford not to,” he said. 
 
Jimenez also briefed the House chief on Project NOAH in September last year. 
 
During the meeting, Dy expressed support for the initiative and emphasized the importance of 
ensuring that local governments have access to the tools, data, and expertise needed to 
prepare for disasters. 
 
The proposed UP-NCRI seeks to strengthen these efforts by providing a permanent institutional 
framework for climate resilience, disaster preparedness, and science-based policymaking. 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES 
 
E.U. Steps Up Ocean Monitoring as Trump Administration Backs Away 
By: Chico Harlan 
 
Days after the Trump administration vowed to dismantle a deep-ocean observation system, the 
European Union said it would bolster its own monitoring of the world’s oceans to improve 
climate forecasting and better anticipate changes to marine ecosystems. 
 
The European Union announcement was long in the works, and not a response to the U.S. 
pullback. Still, officials in Brussels highlighted the contrast. 
 
“To position the E.U. at the forefront of ocean observation is not a goal per se, it is a necessity, 
especially now that extremely worrying signals are coming from the other side of the Atlantic,” 
said Costas Kadis, the European Union’s commissioner for fisheries and oceans. 
 
In recent days the National Science Foundation in the United States said it would begin 
dismantling a $368 million deep-ocean observation system that has been monitoring marine 
ecosystems and the effects of climate change since 2016. 
 
That would involve the removal of 900 instruments anchored to the ocean bottom off Oregon, 
Washington State, Alaska, North Carolina, and an area between Greenland and Iceland known 
as the Irminger Sea. 
 
The European Commission, the executive arm of the European Union, said it would invest $107 
million, or 92 million euros, in ocean observation. More than half of the funding would be 
directed to an existing international ocean observation program sponsored by UNESCO, the 
World Meteorological Organization and other groups. Ursula von der Leyen, the president of the 
European Commission, said Europe would “lead the race to understand our ocean.” 
 
European officials framed the benefits of ocean monitoring as going beyond climate issues, 
helping with maritime security and defense. 
 
The program announced Wednesday is relatively small. For example, the deep sea system that 
the U.S. had installed a decade ago, with instruments anchored in the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans, as well as between Greenland and Iceland, cost $48 million annually just to operate. 
 
Maciej Berestecki, a European Commission spokesman, said the funding was “just a first step,” 
and that Europe would lobby other countries to invest in ocean observation and would host a 
pledging event in September. “I think it’s quite obvious that this initiative will be a long-term 
process,” he said. 
 
Scientists say that ocean monitoring is an important way to understand the consequences of 
climate change. Rising seas pose a threat to coastal cities. Changing ocean temperatures open 
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the door for invasive species. And scientists fear that a vital ocean current, known as the 
Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation, could weaken or even collapse as a result of climate 
change. That would severely disrupt global weather and likely shrink the world’s food supply. 
 
“The oceanography community is increasingly worried about major ocean circulation changes 
ahead, with serious impacts on climate over land areas as well,” said Stefan Rahmstorf, an 
oceanographer at Germany’s Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research. He called the 
European investments “important,” and said the U.S. does “not want people to know about 
climate change impacts.” 
 
The National Science Foundation had said it would send ships this month to begin removing the 
instruments that are part of the system known as the Ocean Observatories Initiative. The 
process could take 15 months, it said. Democrats have said they intend to challenge the Trump 
administration’s move. The system had been designed to operate for 25 years, meaning any 
removal would cut off more than a decade of potential data. 
 
Michael England, a spokesman for the National Science Foundation, said taking down the 
network “aligns with N.S.F.’s wider strategy to have a nimbler approach to prioritizing support for 
evolving scientific priorities and emerging technologies.” 
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
Navigating a new climate reality 
By: Joe Zaldarriaga 
 
State weather bureau PAGASA has formally marked the onset of the southwest monsoon or the 
habagat – a familiar seasonal that Filipinos deal with, year in and year out. With it comes the 
expected transition into the rainy season. 
 
The recent advisory comes with a reminder worth underscoring: the rains do not necessarily 
temper the heat. Even during the monsoon season, elevated heat index levels – what the 
human body actually experiences when humidity magnifies ambient temperature – can persist 
and at times even worsen. 
 
PAGASA administrator Nathaniel Servando, in a recent interview, underscored this reality. 
Coastal areas, he said, are especially exposed: dense, moisture-laden air combined with 
already elevated temperatures produces punishing heat index levels. He pointed to Daet, 
Camarines Norte and Virac, Catanduanes as examples. Aside from coastal areas, Servando 
said residents in low-lying areas are also likely to experience hot and humid conditions. 
 
While Filipinos are no strangers to hot days during the dry season, unusually high temperatures 
in recent days have prompted discussions on effects to people’s health. Extreme heat can 
cause dehydration, heat stroke, fatigue and skin diseases, especially among vulnerable sectors 
such as children and the elderly and those with limited means to cope. What was a seasonal 
discomfort is increasingly being recognized as a persistent public health challenge. 
 
Against this backdrop, PAGASA is closely monitoring the likely arrival of El Niño, with a 92 
percent chance of developing between June and August and persisting until early 2027. Climate 
projections suggest it may intensify into a strong, even “very strong,” episode by yearend. 
 
Yet, as is often the case with our weather, the pattern is not straightforward. Before the expected 
dry spell fully sets in, El Niño may first strengthen the southwest monsoon, bringing heavier 
rains to the western sections of Luzon and the Visayas and ushering in as many as nine to 13 
tropical cyclones during the season. 
 
Here then lies the difficulty – and perhaps the quiet burden of that Filipinos now face. We need 
to adjust not just once, but repeatedly: from searing heat to sudden downpours, and back again 
to prolonged dryness. PAGASA warns that after this early spell of rain, the country could slip 
into dry conditions and even drought starting November and stretching into early 2027. 
 
For those who have lived long enough to remember more predictable seasons, this 
back-and-forth feels unsettling. Climate change is no longer a distant or abstract concern – it is 
here, pressing upon everyday decisions – what activities to do, how to travel, how to care for 
our health and many more. 
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It signals something more fundamental as well. Rising heat indexes and stronger storms are not 
mere inconveniences. These have negative impacts on our health and disrupt agriculture and 
economic activity. 
 
Taken together, these are reminders of our growing vulnerability. The challenge for us is to 
adapt to worsening conditions while at the same time, reducing the risks that fuel them. 
 
At this stage in my life, I have seen our country weather many storms, both literal and figurative. 
I have learned that while we may not control everything, we can still choose how we respond. 
One of the most immediate and practical ways we can all contribute today is through energy 
efficiency. 
 
As we always remind in Meralco, using electricity wisely does more than ease the burden on 
household expenses. It also helps reduce the overall demand on our energy system. Every 
kilowatt-hour we save is a small but meaningful act – one that helps lessen the greenhouse gas 
emissions that worsen global warming. I have come to appreciate that it is these small, 
consistent actions that bring about lasting change. 
 
Simple actions matter. Shifting energy-intensive tasks to off-peak hours, switching to LED 
lighting, maintaining clean filters in air conditioners, and setting cooling appliances to optimal 
temperatures can collectively make a difference. Filipinos have long embraced bayanihan. 
Energy efficiency is a modern form of this concept, where small, everyday choices can 
strengthen our nation’s resilience. 
 
While personal responsibility is important, we must also speak of accountability. As the rainy 
season approaches once again, I cannot help but think of the many communities that remain 
vulnerable to flooding. It is deeply concerning that funds meant for critical flood control projects 
have been lost to corruption- resources that could have saved lives and protected homes. 
 
These are not just numbers on a page. These are life-saving investments. Those entrusted with 
public funds must be held accountable. Climate resilience is not only about conserving energy 
or planting trees, but also about ensuring that every peso allocated for the public good is used 
with integrity, for the safety and well-being of our people. 
 
The changes we are experiencing today – stronger typhoons, hotter days, longer droughts – 
they are no longer isolated events. They are part of a pattern that demands foresight, discipline 
and above all, honesty in governance. We cannot afford to look away or delay action. 
 
This is why energy efficiency, the development of renewable energy and transparent 
governance must move forward together. Flood control systems, RE investments and disaster 
preparedness programs should not only be priorities, but they must also be carried out with 
urgency and with full transparency. 
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Climate change is no longer a distant threat. It is the reality we now live with. But as one who 
has witnessed both hardship and hope in this country, it is best that I remain optimistic. If we 
work together – acting with purpose and demanding accountability, we can still build a stronger 
and more resilient Philippines. 
 

 =END= 
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