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ABS CBN  
 
Sydney promoted as cool-weather escape from PH summer 
 
MANILA — Sydney is being promoted as a cool-weather alternative for Filipinos looking to 
escape the heat and humidity of the Philippine summer. 
 
BLOOMBERG 
 
Climate Change, Pollution Push Oceans to Tipping Point, UN Report Says 
By: Todd Woody 
 
Dying coral reefs and depleted fish stocks are signs of the “grave risk” to marine health, 
according to the third World Ocean Assessment.  
 
CLIMATE HOME NEWS  
 
Bonn Bulletin: Tackling climate crisis is “hardest” challenge ever, Stiell says 
By: Matteo Civillini 
 
The June Climate Meetings open with a reminder to delegates of the tough but ever-clearer 
imperative of shifting away from fossil fuels to clean energy  
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
Financing bottlenecks, institutional gaps stall Philippine climate action 
 
Despite exceptionally high public awareness and concern about climate change, financing 
bottlenecks and institutional gaps continue to hinder the Philippines’ ability to translate climate 
consciousness into action, a state-funded study showed. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Fair weather seen across PH due to monsoon break — Pagasa 
By: John Eric Mendoza 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The southwest monsoon or habagat has slightly weakened as monsoon 
break prevails, bringing generally fair Monday weather in most parts of the country, according to 
the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa). 
 
THE GUARDIAN 
 
‘Severe’ stress on oceans as rate of sea level rise doubles in 10 years, UN warns 
 
Global effort needed to limit effects of pollution, industrial fishing and climate crisis, World 
Ocean Assessment says 
 
UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL 
 
FIFA Men’s World Cup expansion risks making 2026 tournament “most polluting ever”, 
report warns 
 
The 2026 FIFA Men’s World Cup could become the “most polluting ever”, warns a new report by 
leading university researchers who have examined football’s relationship with climate change. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 

DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
From awareness to execution: Reframing Philippine Environment Month in a 
climate-altered era 
By: Secretary Robert E.A. Borje 
 
As we observe Philippine Environment Month this June, the changing climate is no longer 
something we see outside our windows. It increasingly runs through the systems that sustain 
daily life — from the water flowing from our taps, the food reaching our tables, the electricity 
powering our homes, and the livelihoods that support millions of Filipino families.   
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ABS CBN  
 
Sydney promoted as cool-weather escape from PH summer 
 
MANILA — Sydney is being promoted as a cool-weather alternative for Filipinos looking to 
escape the heat and humidity of the Philippine summer. 
 
Through its "Coolest Summer Ever" campaign, Philippine Airlines is highlighting the Australian 
city as a destination for travelers seeking a different seasonal experience. 
 
 
While the Philippines experiences some of its hottest and most humid months, Sydney offers 
cooler temperatures, allowing visitors to enjoy the city's outdoor attractions, cafés, cultural sites 
and nearby nature destinations in a different setting. 
 
The campaign encourages travelers to explore landmarks such as Circular Quay and the 
Sydney Opera House, as well as winter markets, museums and dining spots throughout the city. 
 
Philippine Airlines said Sydney appeals to a wide range of travelers, including families, young 
professionals and content creators looking for experiences beyond traditional beach vacations. 
 
The airline also highlighted its daily nonstop flights between Manila and Sydney, offering 
convenient access to the Australian city. 
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BLOOMBERG 
 
Climate Change, Pollution Push Oceans to Tipping Point, UN Report Says 
By: Todd Woody 
 
Dying coral reefs and depleted fish stocks are signs of the “grave risk” to marine health, 
according to the third World Ocean Assessment.  
 
A new United Nations assessment of ocean health documents a “deepening crisis” as climate 
change, pollution, overfishing and biodiversity loss threaten marine ecosystems crucial to 
human survival. 
 
The result is rising sea levels, acidifying seas, dying coral reefs and declining fish stocks that 
supply 20% of the animal protein humans consume, according to the report released Monday 
and compiled by 600 scientists from 86 nations. It’s the third World Ocean Assessment since 
2015 and was last updated in 2021. 
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CLIMATE HOME NEWS  
 
Bonn Bulletin: Tackling climate crisis is “hardest” challenge ever, Stiell says 
By: Matteo Civillini 
 
The June Climate Meetings open with a reminder to delegates of the tough but ever-clearer 
imperative of shifting away from fossil fuels to clean energy 
 
Kicking off proceedings at the mid-year climate talks in Bonn amid fraught global geopolitics, UN 
climate chief Simon Stiell told delegates that tackling the global climate crisis is "the hardest, but 
most important, thing humanity has ever tried to do together”. 
 
Perhaps hoping to forestall the usual diplomatic wrangling that routinely bogs down the talks, he 
warned governments that there is no time to "re-open past debates or renegotiate commitments 
already made”. 
 
Instead, he added, there is an imperative to accelerate real-world action as deadly heat 
intensifies and the fossil-fuel cost crisis sparked by the Iran war strangles economies, “taking a 
wrecking ball to lives and prosperity”.  
 
That message seemed to sink in with the negotiators in Bonn, where the opening session 
kicked off only an hour late and was not marred by agenda rows, which delayed the start of the 
talks by a day last year.   
 
On bridging the gap between the negotiations and the real economy, Stiell called for elevating 
the Global Climate Action Agenda, a goal long promised but never fully delivered. 
 
But, he added, Türkiye – working with Australia – is now building on the efforts by last year’s 
COP30 presidency to streamline this process into six thematic areas, including boosting energy 
and food security, curbing methane and strengthening the resilience of cities. 
 
Stiell was also keen to stress that the formal negotiations remain central to driving 
implementation of the Paris Agreement. He urged governments in Bonn to advance key issues 
including the Global Goal on Adaptation, the delivery of the outcomes of the first Global 
Stocktake and the development of a new just transition mechanism. 
 
The first Global Stocktake was an assessment of countries’ collective progress in meeting the 
goals of the Paris Agreement, which led to a 2023 agreement to transition away from fossil fuels 
in energy systems and a 2030 goal to triple renewable energy, among other things. 
 
Hinting at upcoming reforms to the UN climate regime - which has often been accused of failing 
to keep pace with advancements in the real world - Stiell said all institutions must continuously 
evolve and improve. The UN climate secretariat has heard countries’ calls to work more 
efficiently, support access to climate finance and reduce the reporting burden on governments, 
he added.  
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Türkiye to outline targets for Action Agenda 
 
While Australia will run the negotiations at COP31, for co-host Türkiye - which is organising the 
talks in Antalya - the focus is on the so-called Global Climate Action Agenda. This is a sprawling 
smorgasbord of around 500 voluntary initiatives bringing together governments, businesses, 
investors, cities and civil society. It covers everything from strengthening power grids for clean 
energy, to restoring degraded forests and land, and reducing emissions from buildings.  
 
COP31 President-Designate Murat Kurum told the opening session of the Bonn talks his team 
will present the “main framework” of the Action Agenda on Tuesday, adding it will be “based on 
concrete and tangible targets”. He also said Türkiye will announce a roadmap for translating 
what happens in the negotiations into the real world, which will ”point to a science-based 
process with highly clear and defined outcomes” and steps for getting there. 
 
“In the second decade of the Paris Agreement, the COP31 Action Agenda will bring the 
outcomes of the first Global Stocktake to life, and we will make a strong start to the second 
decade,” Kurum said.  
 
In a joint letter issued in May, the two host nations said COP31 will be shaped as an 
“Implementation COP” and a “COP of the Future,” aimed at translating commitments into 
tangible and trackable progress. They outlined priority areas - to be achieved through the six 
axes of the Action Agenda defined ahead of COP30 - including electrification, zero waste, 
resilient cities, sustainable agriculture, green industrial transformation and climate finance. 
 
Chiming with this, Australia’s Chris Bowen, the COP31 president of negotiations, made the 
global energy transition the centerpiece of his opening intervention in Bonn.  
 
This year’s climate summit, he said, must send investors and corporations the message that 
countries are “collectively committed” to building up renewable energy and reducing fossil fuel 
reliance. Fossil fuels were not directly mentioned in the main outcome at COP30 last year after 
countries failed to agree on developing a global transition roadmap, which Brazil is now putting 
together outside of formal negotiations.  
 
Bowen, Australia’s minister of climate change and energy, said that, while energy crises like the 
one the world is going through now will become more frequent and more unpredictable, 
accelerating the shift to cleaner sources will “ease shocks to our energy systems”.  
 
He identified progress on electrification as a priority for COP31, pointing to an assessment by 
the International Energy Agency (IEA) that electricity's share of final energy consumption needs 
to reach 35% by 2035 to keep the 1.5C temperature goal in sight.  
 
“In a world of geopolitical uncertainty and energy disruption, the transition is not a risk,” Bowen 
added, “it is the solution and an immense opportunity”.  
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Tensions around trade and climate surface again  
Over the weekend, it became clear that discussions on trade and climate would once again 
become a source of contention between countries - if not as explosively as they did at the start 
of the talks a year ago. 
 
As agreed in the COP30 Global Mutirão decision, a series of dialogues on trade and climate will 
be held in Bonn yearly from 2026 to 2028. Climate Home News understands that the G77 + 
China has expressed discontent about the organisation of the first dialogue that will take place 
on June 13, because it plans to incorporate contributions from a range of organisations rather 
than just governments. 
 
In a statement at the opening plenary, Uruguay, on behalf of the G77 group of developing 
nations, “encouraged Parties [countries] to engage constructively in the dialogue in a robust and 
structured manner”. Many in the Global South are concerned that international trade measures 
to make products greener, such as the European Union’s carbon levy on imports, could end up 
discriminating against them. 
 
Russia warned during its opening statement that the new dialogue should not be used to create 
trade barriers. 
 
Avantika Goswami, climate change and green economy programme manager at the India-based 
Centre for Science and Environment, told Climate Home News that the UN climate secretariat 
has been unclear and untransparent about what will be discussed at the dialogue. “We don’t 
know if observers and civil society are going to be able to contribute,” she added. 
 
After the three mid-year dialogues, in 2028 there will be a high-level event for countries to 
exchange their views and experiences, and the officials in charge will have to present a report 
summarising these discussions. 
 
At Monday's opening session, Antwi-Boasiako Amoah, the Ghanian chair of the African Group 
of Negotiators, said it would be “important to provide clarity on how they intend to present the 
report” and suggested that the co-chairs of the Bonn talks should consult with countries on how 
best to do that.  
 
Differences persist on finance between richer and poorer countries 
 
On Monday afternoon, discussions  focused on finance and specifically on the details of the 
climate finance work programme that countries agreed to set up at COP30.  
 
While it has yet to be decided when the two-year work programme will start, Monday’s workshop 
was tasked with hammering out its scope and format. 
 
“We are not in the position to accept these discussions,” Vositha Wijenayake, G77 + China 
finance coordinator, said at the beginning of the event. Climate Home News can confirm that the 
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group of developing countries sent a letter to the organisers over the weekend insisting that the 
work programme must be driven by governments, produce concrete outcomes, and be included 
as an agenda item at COP31.  
 
Both during the opening plenary and the workshop in Bonn, they reaffirmed the need for 
implementation of Article 9.1 of the Paris Agreement, which enshrines the obligation of wealthy 
nations to mobilise public finance for climate action in developing countries. On Monday, many 
Global South countries flagged concerns about declining levels of international funding at a time 
when needs are rising. 
 
Outi Honkatukia, the European Union’s lead climate finance negotiator, said Article 9.1 “is an 
important part of finance”, but called for a “broader discussion on climate finance” that 
encompasses the whole of Article 9.  
 
As happened with the discussions before the new climate finance goal (NCQG) was agreed at 
COP29, developed countries want the work programme to focus not only on their responsibility 
for mobilising financial resources, but also on the role of other potential contributors, like China 
and the private sector. Switzerland told the event it would like to see a discussion on widening 
the donor base.  
 
This was the first of three sessions on the topic that will take place in Bonn in the coming 
fortnight, with some observers saying a new proposal may be needed to move the work plan 
forward. 
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
Financing bottlenecks, institutional gaps stall Philippine climate action 
 
Despite exceptionally high public awareness and concern about climate change, financing 
bottlenecks and institutional gaps continue to hinder the Philippines’ ability to translate climate 
consciousness into action, a state-funded study showed. 
 
The Philippine Institute for Development Studies (PIDS) report, titled “Climate Change 
Perceptions and Climate Finance Mechanisms in the Philippines: A 2025 Assessment,” found 
that 9 in 10 Filipinos consider climate change a serious problem. 
 
About 86 percent believe it is already affecting their families or will do so within the next decade, 
placing Filipinos among the most climate-conscious populations in Asia. 
 
However, severe institutional barriers limit the country’s ability to mobilize and deploy climate 
finance effectively, according to the researchers. The study combined findings from an Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) 2024 Climate Change Perception Survey with policy reviews and key 
informant interviews. 
 
The failure to bridge these financing gaps carries significant economic consequences. World 
Bank projections estimate that climate change could reduce the Southeast Asian nation’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) by 6 percent to 8 percent by 2040, with potential losses reaching as 
high as 13.6 percent. Similarly, the ADB projects economic losses equivalent to 5.3 percent of 
GDP by 2040 due to sea-level rise, flooding and lower labor productivity. 
 
Public concerns directly reflect the country’s growing exposure to climate hazards. Flooding 
emerged as the top climate concern among 71.1 percent of respondents, followed by heat 
waves at 54.37 percent and unpredictable weather patterns at 45.62 percent. 
 
Data cited in the report showed the Philippines has experienced hotter-than-normal 
temperatures since the 1980s, with the annual mean temperature increasing by 0.75 degrees 
Celsius between 1951 and 2021. 
 
The survey found strong public support for practical climate solutions, with nearly 6 in 10 
Filipinos backing investments in climate-resilient infrastructure, renewable energy and public 
transportation systems. Support was lower for regulatory measures such as carbon taxes and 
stricter emissions rules. 
 
Filipinos also expressed a strong preference for transparent financing mechanisms, with 45.55 
percent supporting anti-corruption and tax evasion crackdowns to fund climate action, while 
44.7 percent favored greater support from international climate funds. 
 
Local government units (LGUs) face the steepest implementation challenges. Interviews 
revealed that many local governments lack the technical expertise and capacity for project 
preparation required to access domestic funds like the People’s Survival Fund or international 
climate finance facilities. 
 
The researchers noted that even with increased internal revenue allocations under the 
Mandanas-Garcia ruling, local funds remain insufficient. While local governments are expected 
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to play a central role in climate adaptation and disaster resilience, they continue to struggle to 
translate climate plans into fundable, implementable projects. 
 
Broader institutional constraints further limit the mobilization of climate finance, including 
fragmented financing mechanisms, complex funding processes and coordination challenges 
among agencies involved in climate governance. 
 
The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas faces legal and institutional constraints that limit its ability to 
directly undertake developmental financing activities commonly used by other central banks in 
the region to support climate-related investments. 
 
A lack of climate and environmental data also hampers progress. Insufficient infrastructure for 
tracking greenhouse gas emissions and other indicators constrains evidence-based 
policymaking and makes evaluating the effectiveness of climate programs difficult. 
 
“The Philippines is uniquely positioned among Asian economies because Filipinos show 
exceptionally high levels of climate awareness and concern,” the study noted. 
 
“However, institutional barriers continue to limit the country’s ability to mobilize and deploy 
climate finance effectively,” it said. 
 
The authors said addressing climate change requires more than increasing financial resources. 
Strengthening institutions, improving policy coordination, enhancing local government capacity 
and expanding access to climate finance are equally vital to ensure available resources 
translate into effective action. 
 
“Achieving these ambitions will require enhanced multilateral partnerships, domestic regulatory 
reforms and inclusive stakeholder engagement to transform commitments into tangible 
low-carbon outcomes,” the authors said. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Fair weather seen across PH due to monsoon break — Pagasa 
By: John Eric Mendoza 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The southwest monsoon or habagat has slightly weakened as monsoon 
break prevails, bringing generally fair Monday weather in most parts of the country, according to 
the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa). 
 
Pagasa weather specialist Chenel Dominguez said that habagat only prevails in western section 
of northern and central Luzon. 
 
“If we observe, we have already announced the start of the rainy season, but we are still 
experiencing hot and humid noon to afternoon conditions in large parts of the country,” 
Dominguez said in a public weather forecast. 
 
“This is because of what we call a monsoon break, or sometimes the weakening of the 
southwest monsoon, which only affects certain parts of the country,” she continued. 
 
Habagat only prevails in the Ilocos Region and Zambales, bringing cloudy skies with scattered 
rains and thunderstorms. 
 
On the other hand, Metro Manila and the rest of the country is expected to have a fair weather 
or partly cloudy to cloudy skies with possibility of isolated rain showers or thunderstorms. 
 
Pagasa announced the start of rainy season in the country last week, or days after it declared 
the onset of habagat, or the warm moist winds from the Indian Ocean causing rains in the 
country within May to September. 
 
The state weather bureau also said that monsoon breaks, or periods of reduced rainfall, may be 
expected to occur or last for several days or weeks. /mr 
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THE GUARDIAN 
 
‘Severe’ stress on oceans as rate of sea level rise doubles in 10 years, UN warns 
 
Global effort needed to limit effects of pollution, industrial fishing and climate crisis, World 
Ocean Assessment says 
 
The world’s oceans are under “severe and accelerating” pressure from human activities, with 
the rate of sea-level rise double that of a decade ago, according to a damning assessment from 
the United Nations. 
 
The “intensifying” stressors, which include pollution and large-scale industrial fishing, are 
cumulative, said the report, resulting in widespread biodiversity loss and putting ocean systems 
under “severe strain”. 
 
The UN’s third World Ocean Assessment, which reflects the work of nearly 600 scientists from 
86 countries, looked at the oceans’ health from 2021-25. The previous report, that covered up to 
2018, found persistent degradation of the marine environment. 
 
Five years on, scientists know more about the cumulative impacts of anthropogenic pressures 
on the ocean, and the latest report shows just how much of the damage has been done in the 
past few years. The scientists’ key findings include: 
 
 Sea levels continue to rise at an increasing rate, from 2mm a year prior to 2015 to 4.3mm a 
year in 2023. 
 
 16% of the increase in global ocean heat since 1955 occurred after 2018. 
 
 The greatest relative warming has been observed in the Atlantic Ocean and the southern parts 
of the Indian and Pacific Oceans. 
 
 Large gaps in knowledge persist – with only 27% of the ocean floor mapped by 2025, deep-sea 
ecosystems remain poorly understood. 
 
António Guterrez, the UN secretary general, said: “We cannot keep treating the ocean as 
limitless. Urgent global collaboration is needed to protect marine ecosystems. 
 
“We must build a new relationship with the ocean [that is] grounded in science, framed by 
international law and built on shared responsibility across nations, sectors and generations.” 
 
The report said significant progress had been made in ocean protection, including the landmark 
high seas treaty, which came into force this year and put in place international rules to protect 
the two-thirds of the global ocean that lies outside any country’s jurisdiction. 
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This, as well as 56 other ocean protection treaties, had improved global ability to protect 
biodiversity, reduce harmful subsidies and manage resources, the report said. However, it 
concluded that governance remained “fragmented” across sectors and regions and that 
strengthening coordination was “critical”. 
 
The ocean, which covers more than 70% of the planet, plays a central role in regulating climate, 
maintaining biodiversity and providing food, minerals and energy for humans. According to the 
report, it has already absorbed 90% of the excess heat and 30% of the carbon dioxide released 
into the atmosphere by the burning of fossil fuels. 
 
Ocean currents redistribute heat at global and local scales, but currents are changing and their 
impacts on future climate breakdown are poorly understood, the report found. 
 
The report also calculated that 52.1m tonnes of plastic a year enter the ocean, contributing to 
the 24.4tn microplastic particles that impact more than 4,000 marine species. 
 
Rafael González-Quirós, joint coordinator of the group of experts for the third World Ocean 
Assessment, said: “The imperative for a healthy and resilient ocean has never been more 
urgent. Global collaborations and research, and our increased understanding of the ocean, 
provide essential insights into the state of marine ecosystems, the profound changes they are 
undergoing, and the need for our care.” 
 
The main drivers affecting the marine environment include human population growth and 
demographic changes, technological advances, changing governance structures, and social 
economic and geopolitical instability, the report found. 
 
For instance, the global population increased from 7.7 billion in 2017 to 8.2 billion by late 2024. 
More than a third of people live within 100km of coasts and 11% live on land less than 10 
metres above sea level. 
 
Greenpeace said the findings of the report, published on World Oceans Day, should serve as an 
“urgent wake-up call” to governments to protect “our planet’s last untouched frontier” from 
deep-sea mining and industrial fishing. 
 
Lukas Meus, Greenpeace’s global ocean campaigner, said: “We are calling on governments to 
create fully protected ocean sanctuaries that will close vast areas of the ocean off from 
extractive human activities. Governments have promised to protect 30% of the world’s ocean by 
2030 – the minimum scientists say we need for the ocean to be able to recover.” 
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UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL 
 
FIFA Men’s World Cup expansion risks making 2026 tournament “most polluting ever”, 
report warns 
 
The 2026 FIFA Men’s World Cup could become the “most polluting ever”, warns a new report by 
leading university researchers who have examined football’s relationship with climate change. 
 
The study, released ahead of this summer’s tournament in the United States, Canada and 
Mexico that kicks off this Thursday [11 June}, claims football’s governing bodies are prioritising 
commercial expansion over environmental concerns, saying the sport has become deeply tied 
to fossil fuel interests and unsustainable growth. 
 
The study, released ahead of this summer’s tournament in the United States, Canada and 
Mexico, claims football’s governing bodies are prioritising commercial expansion over 
environmental concerns, saying the sport has become deeply tied to fossil fuel interests and 
unsustainable growth. 
 
Delivered by Loughborough University, University of Bristol and University of Manchester, the 
report states football’s carbon footprint is not simply caused by fan travel or stadiums, but is 
politically produced through decades of commercial growth, globalisation, ties to fossil fuel 
companies and Petrostates. 
 
A Petrostate is a nation whose economy and political power are largely dependent on the 
extraction and export of oil or natural gas. 
 
Findings showed that elite football increasingly relies on investment from fossil fuel-rich states 
and companies, citing sponsorships and ownership models linked to Gulf nations and energy 
firms. 
 
FIFA’s partnership with Saudi oil giant Aramco is singled out by the authors, who claim football 
has become central to a wider strategy of sportswashing by fossil fuel interests. 
 
The researchers say the expanded 48-team format for the 2026 Men’s World Cup will 
significantly increase emissions due to the greater number of matches and the vast travel 
distances across North America. 
 
The tournament will feature 104 matches across 16 host cities spanning the entire continent. 
The last Men’s World Cup in 2022, Qatar, saw 64 matches played across the 32-team 
tournament. 
 
FIFA’s environmental policies are also scrutinised, with the research team accusing the 
organisation of promoting sustainability rhetoric while simultaneously expanding competitions 
and strengthening ties with fossil fuel sponsors. 
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The study also highlights concerns over future tournaments, noting that Saudi Arabia is set to 
host the 2034 World Cup while the United States withdrew from the Paris climate agreement 
under President Donald Trump. 
 
Lead researcher, Dr Mark Doidge, Reader in Sociology of Sport at Loughborough University, 
said: “Football is the world’s most popular sport, and probably the most popular activity. It is for 
this reason that football authorities, like FIFA, continue to exploit it for commercial profit. 
 
“Football is also a cultural powerhouse with millions of fans, volunteers, and players trying to 
make the sport better. Football can, and should, use its influence to mitigate against climate 
change.” 
 
Dr Oscar Berglund, Senior Lecturer in International Public and Social Policy at the University of 
Bristol, said: “FIFA has made elite men’s football the primary target of Petrostate sportswashing. 
This World Cup, with the ridiculous Trump Peace Prize and having Saudi Aramco, the world’s 
largest polluter, as its main sponsor, reaches new levels. 
 
“It has been a key strategy of Petrostates to use football’s unrivalled cultural influence globally. 
They don’t need to convince us that fossil fuels are good, just that they are inevitable. So, as we 
watch and love our beautiful game, we come to accept the necessary evil of fossil capital.” 
 
As part of the study, researchers interviewed sustainability managers working in football clubs 
across Europe, many of whom described tensions between environmental targets and the 
commercial demands of the modern game. 
 
According to the report, sustainability initiatives are often only approved if they do not disrupt 
football’s core product, including the scheduling and broadcasting of matches. 
 
Some interviewees said clubs remained more focused on increasing revenues than reducing 
environmental costs, despite the growing financial risks posed by flooding, heatwaves and 
fixture disruption. 
 
Dr James Jackson, Lecturer at The University of Manchester, said: “Despite the last World Cup 
offering a preview of what football would be like in a significantly warmer world, FIFA has 
remained indifferent to better regulation. 
 
“Rather than be proactive and ensure football helps mitigate against the worst impacts of 
climate change, FIFA is, at best, pursuing meagre adaptation measures that threatens fans and 
player. As FIFA has sought little in the way of sustainability initiatives to instead cosy up to many 
of the largest fossil fuel states in the world, they look an increasingly neglect governing body.” 
 
The investigation proposes a series of recommendations aimed at reducing football’s 
environmental impact. 
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Among them are calls for FIFA to stop awarding tournaments to Petrostates, restrictions on 
fossil fuel ownership of clubs, bans on fossil fuel advertising and sponsorship in football, and a 
halt to the expansion of competitions. 
 
The report additionally calls for sustainability managers to be embedded into all levels of club 
decision-making rather than operating in isolated compliance roles. 
 
FIFA has previously defended its sustainability strategies and said major tournaments can drive 
investment, infrastructure and development in host nations. The organisation has also said that 
expanding competitions increases global participation and opportunities for smaller footballing 
nations 
 
Findings are drawn from research that will form part of an upcoming book, Football and Climate 
Change: The Unsustainability of the Beautiful Game, due to be published in 2027.  

 
16 



 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 

DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
From awareness to execution: Reframing Philippine Environment Month in a 
climate-altered era 
By: Secretary Robert E.A. Borje 
 
As we observe Philippine Environment Month this June, the changing climate is no longer 
something we see outside our windows. It increasingly runs through the systems that sustain 
daily life — from the water flowing from our taps, the food reaching our tables, the electricity 
powering our homes, and the livelihoods that support millions of Filipino families.   
 
Consider the latest data from the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical 
Services Administration (PAGASA). We are watching water levels drop in critical reservoirs 
across Luzon, especially Angat Dam, the main lifeline for Metro Manila’s water supply. 
Prolonged dry spells, punishing heat indices, and scarce rainfall are colliding right when the 
rainy season should be starting. To make matters worse, PAGASA is warning that El Niño 
conditions could emerge later this year, threatening to stretch these dry periods even further and 
push our stressed water infrastructure to the breaking point.Geographic Reference 
 
This isn’t just a weather anomaly. It is a massive stress test on our national resilience. The 
predictable patterns that have long shaped agricultural, water management and urban and 
regional planning are becoming less reliable. Drought and flooding increasingly happen within 
the same year, sometimes hitting the same communities. 
 
But perhaps the case can be made for a deeper challenge, and that is how many institutions 
continue to respond to risks that are now systemic, recurring and compounding with measures 
designed for isolated and temporary disruptions.  
 
Because of this, Philippine Environment Month cannot be just about symbolic activities and 
awareness campaigns anymore. Awareness is fine as a starting point, but it falls deeply short. 
We need to use this month to pivot toward strict accountability, anticipatory governance, and 
aggressive execution. 
 
We need to stop treating climate change as a strictly ecological issue. It is a major disruptor with  
consequences hitting our food security, public health, power grids, infrastructure, and even labor 
productivity, all at the same time and arriving in so many ways. 
 
You can already see the impacts on the ground. Farmers are wrestling with unpredictable planting 
seasons. Coastal towns are facing the very real threat of rising seas and harsher storm surges, while our 
urban centers get trapped between punishing heatwaves and sudden, overwhelming floods. 
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Every single climate disruption carries real economic costs. Each damaged road, flooded barangay, 
ruined harvest, or suspended workday is capital lost — money that should have gone toward national 
growth.  
 
Yet not all climate impacts can be measured in pesos. Infrastructure can be repaired and livelihoods 
rebuilt. Human lives simply cannot. Some losses leave no opportunity for recovery, only the enduring 
burden carried by families, communities and the nation. Over time, these losses and damages pile up, 
threatening to wipe out hard-earned developmental gains, dumping a massive burden onto the next 
generation, and scarring collective memory for generations. 
 
The cost of doing nothing or moving too slowly goes up every single day. This is a present-day crisis. It 
demands present-day decisions. 
 
Under President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., the Philippines has started building the architecture for survival 
and growth. We are moving away from passive vulnerability by putting proactive policy frameworks in 
place. The centerpiece of this is the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023–2050, our long-term blueprint 
for resilience. 
 
The NAP identifies priority sectors and the investments needed to reduce climate risks across our 
economy. Its message is straightforward: resilience requires sustained investments in data, technology, 
institutions and local capacities. 
 
Adaptation must proceed alongside mitigation. Through our Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) 
Implementation Plan, the Philippines is contributing to global efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
while strengthening resilience at home.  
 
However, as I have consistently emphasized in our engagements with the international community and 
our ASEAN neighbors: the challenge before us is no longer a deficit of ambition or a lack of frameworks. 
The challenge is execution. 
 
Plans matter only when they influence budgets, investments, land-use decisions, and everyday 
governance. Climate action becomes real only when institutions, investments, and communities move in 
the same direction.   
 
Government agencies need to urgently break down their silos to strengthen how we deliver climate 
action. The private sector must transition from viewing climate action as corporate social responsibility to 
integrating climate risk directly into their capital expenditures and core business strategies. Academia 
must keep supplying the localized data that drives these policies, while civil society and local government 
units do the hard work of turning national directives into actual, community-level defenses. 
 
The climate is changing whether we are ready or not. It will not wait. As we mark Philippine Environment 
Month, we must ensure that our institutions and all stakeholders move together and with the same 
urgency that climate risks now demand. There can be no other way. 
 

=END=   
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