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El Nino conditions now present in tropical Pacific, PAGASA says

El Nifio conditions are now present in the tropical Pacific Ocean, but a full-fledged El Nifio
episode has yet to be declared, according to PAGASA.

ECO BUSINESS

Scientists warn US ocean sensor cuts could create climate blind spot
By: Naina Rao

Over the next 15 months, major sensor arrays that have provided crucial, decade-long
observations of the ocean, marine ecosystems and climate change will be dismantled.

[Opinion] Southeast Asia’s high-income aspirants should focus on quality of growth
By Vinod Thomas

The vast minority of middle-income countries graduate to high-income status. Past strategies
that prioritised physical capital must give way to a quality of growth approach premised on
investment in human and natural capital.
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PALAWAN NEWS

Sagay leads climate-smart aquaculture initiative in Negros, benefiting 6,000 fisherfolk
By: May Singuay

More than 6,000 fisherfolk and aquaculture producers in Sagay City, Negros Occidental are
expected to benefit from a climate-smart aquaculture initiative after the city was selected as one
of the pilot sites for a technology-driven project aimed at strengthening resilience against
extreme weather events and climate-related risks.

THE NEW YORK TIMES

Democrats Pledge to Fight Trump’s Removal of Ocean Monitors
By: Lisa Friedman

Democrats said Tuesday they intend to fight the Trump administration’s plan to eradicate a
deep-ocean observation system critical to understanding climate change and marine
ecosystems.

THE STAR
Climate cf i | I i

Climate change has become less important to young people in Germany than it was a few years
ago, according to a survey.

UNITED NATIONS
untri rged to ‘go further, faster’ and deliver on clim mmitment

Simon Stiell addressed the opening of the UN June Climate Meetings in Bonn, Germany — an
important step ahead of the COP31 climate conference in Antalya, Turkiye this November.

UNDP

Building trust and transparency for climate finance

10 June 2026. With the climate crisis accelerating and demanding the massive mobilization of
funds, governments continue to channel public resources into adaptation and mitigation efforts.
Ensuring these funds are used effectively is not just a matter of good governance: it is critical to
securing a sustainable future for all.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:

DAILY TRIBUNE

AboitizPower, CCC sign MoU on energy and climate policy research

The Aboitiz Power Corporation (AboitizPower) and the Climate Change Commission (CCC)
established a long-term framework for knowledge sharing, capacity building and data-driven
policy research on the power sector and climate change mitigation and adaptation through a
memorandum of understanding (MoU).

NEWS5

WEATHERING THE WEATHER: Local governments hurdle funding meant to help them
adopt to climate risks

Changing weather patterns and the harsh El Nifio have scrambled the rain timetable and turned
it into a guessing game, making it nearly impossible for farmers to grow rice, corn, and other
crops.

PALAWAN

CCC. New Zealand, UN Women push women-centered climate action

Women and other vulnerable sectors disproportionately affected by climate change are at the
center of a new collaboration between the Climate Change Commission (CCC), New Zealand,
and UN Women aimed at promoting more inclusive climate action in the Philippines.

Information and Knowledge Management Division
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El Nino conditions now present in tropical Pacific, PAGASA says

El Nifio conditions are now present in the tropical Pacific Ocean, but a full-fledged EI Nifio
episode has yet to be declared, according to PAGASA.

The weather bureau said the relative sea surface temperature anomaly in the area has crossed
the +0.5 degrees Celsius threshold in May.

However, this will have to be sustained over successive three-month periods for an El Nifio
event to be declared. At present, there is more than 80 percent likelihood of a full-blown EI Nifio
developing in the coming months.

El Nifio is the warm phase of the naturally occurring climate pattern El Nifio-Southern Oscillation
(ENSO).

ENSO is observed in the fluctuations of wind speed and direction, sea surface temperature, and
atmospheric pressure over the equatorial part of central and eastern Pacific.

These changes influence rainfall, temperature pattern, and tropical cyclone activity around the
world. In the Philippines, El Nifio results in below-normal rainfall and fewer tropical cyclones.

WETTER WET SEASON

However, the simultaneous occurrence of a developing El Nifio and the southwest monsoon or
Habagat can still result in a wetter rainy season over the western sections of the country.

During EI Nifio, the trade winds or Easterlies weaken, altering atmospheric circulation across the
Pacific and favoring stronger low-level westerlies, including episodes of enhanced Habagat.

A stronger monsoon activates the monsoon trough, a major breeding ground of tropical
cyclones.

The monsoon trough is the portion of the Intertropical Convergence Zone connected to the
Habagat.

Most tropical cyclones during the rainy season do not make landfall in the Philippines.
However, once positioned between Northern Luzon and Ryukyu Islands of Japan, they can
significantly enhance the Habagat and trigger extreme rainfall over the western part of the
country.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/6/9/el-ni-o-conditions-now-present-in-tropical-pacific-pagasa-says-1849

From June to September, PAGASA forecasts near-normal rainfall over many parts of the
country, with some parts of Northern and Central Luzon likely to receive above-normal
precipitation in July and August.

In the same period, up to 13 tropical cyclones may form within or enter the Philippine area of
responsibility: one to two in June, two to four in July and August, and two or three in September.

RAINFALL REDUCTION
The effects of El Nifio could be more apparent later in the year.

Rainfall reduction may be experienced from October, with below-normal rains likely over Luzon
and most of Visayas.

By November, up to 60 percent decrease in rainfall is expected over many parts of Luzon.

Tropical cyclones during the last quarter of the year are also expected to be fewer but potentially
more intense.

As the warm ocean waters migrate eastward away from the Philippines, storms travel longer
over the ocean, allowing them to continuously gain strength.

Should one make landfall, the resulting impacts could be more severe.
While the developing El Nifio is expected to persist through the early part of 2027, it could also
extend into next year’s warm and dry season, resulting in hotter and drier conditions across

many parts of the archipelago.

PAGASA urged government agencies and the general public to take the necessary
preparedness and response measures to mitigate the potential impacts of El Nifio.



ECO BUSINESS

Scientists warn US ocean sensor cuts could create climate blind spot
By: Naina Rao

Over the next 15 months, major sensor arrays that have provided crucial, decade-long
observations of the ocean, marine ecosystems and climate change will be dismantled.

These sensors are part of the Ocean Observatories Initiative (OOI), a US$386 million network of
more than 900 instruments funded by the US government’s National Science Foundation (NSF),
which has provided real-time data on the world’s oceans for more than a decade. The sensors
are distributed across both the Atlantic and Pacific oceans to monitor coastal environments,
marine ecosystems, and ocean currents that influence the global climate.

The decision to end OOI, described by the foundation as a “descoping,” will remove nearly all
in-water infrastructure located off the states of Alaska, Washington, Oregon and North Carolina,
and the Irminger Sea, an area between Iceland and Greenland.

As the instruments are recovered, data streams from those areas will go dark, Jim Edson,
principal investigator of the initiative, said in a statement. “However, all previously collected OOl
data will remain accessible through the OOI Data Center.”

The OOl was designed as a 25-to-30-year project specifically to capture long-term climate
signals, which scientists say require at least three decades of continuous data to be
meaningfully detected. The network has achieved just 10 years of observations.

While satellites can monitor the ocean’s surface, the OOl arrays provided a rare look into the
deep sea, measuring low-oxygen zones, carbon absorption, and currents critical to regulating
weather patterns. The Associated Press (AP) reported that the removal comes at a particularly
sensitive time, as an El Nifio event, marked by unusually warm ocean waters, is predicted to
arrive this summer, potentially leaving scientists blind to its subsurface impacts.

Chris Robbins, associate director of scientific initiatives at US-based environmental nonprofit the
Ocean Conservancy, called the decision to abandon the observation system “absolutely
myopic.”

“This system is a vital scientific asset that quietly protects American lives, communities and the
economy through unfettered access to world-class scientific data,” Robbins said in a statement.
“Its loss would create an irreparable blind spot for our country in predicting earthquakes, fishery
health, storm forecasting, coastal flooding and more. It just doesn’t make sense.”

The dismantling of OOI follows proposed budget cuts to the NSF by the Trump administration,
which has repeatedly sought to reduce funding for the project.


https://www.eco-business.com/news/scientists-warn-us-ocean-sensor-cuts-could-create-climate-blind-spot/

The NSF said in a statement to the AP that the descoping is part of a “wider strategy of a
nimbler approach to prioritise support for evolving scientific priorities and emerging
technologies, as well as smart lifecycle management within its research infrastructure portfolio.”

Craig MclLean, former acting chief scientist at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), told The New York Times that the move would “push the United States
back yet again into a rear seat in global scientific leadership.”



[Opinion] Southeast Asia’s high-income aspirants should focus on quality of growth
By Vinod Thomas

The vast minority of middle-income countries graduate to high-income status. Past strategies
that prioritised physical capital must give way to a quality of growth approach premised on
investment in human and natural capital.

here is a growing recognition around the world that pursuing quality of growth — that is,
economic growth that accounts for social inclusion and environmental protection — is a more
sustainable goal than mere quantity of growth. For Southeast Asian countries aspiring to
achieve high-income status over the next two decades, the pressing question is whether this will
be better achieved by resetting growth strategies and charting steadier and healthier pathways.

Across Southeast Asia, the ambition is to sustain high growth and to move up the World Bank’s
global income classification ladder. For example, Indonesia and Vietnam are targeting 2045 as
the year to attain the high-income label, which is currently based on a threshold of about
USD14,000 in Gross National Income per capita. The Philippines has a vision and plan for
Filipinos to have “a strongly rooted, comfortable and secure life by 2040”. The others have
articulated variants of long-term advancement or high-income status.

Progress toward high-income levels can be expected to come from investment and productivity
in three forms of capital — physical, human and natural — as set out in a 2000 publication.
Countries that pursue quality of growth would prioritise all three. But it is tempting to focus
mostly, if not exclusively, on physical capital, given its association with visible, immediate, and
quantitative products, like roads and bridges. Human capital investment is less tangible and
more long-term in nature, although encouragingly, it has become recognised as essential for
growth. The same cannot be said for investing in natural capital, such as protecting biodiversity
or preserving mangroves.

The bias against natural capital goes further. The ranking of economies by the quantity of Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) growth, which does not account for environmental and social damage,
has caused natural capital to be sidelined while physical capital dominates. The conventional
GDP growth rate is a gross measure that does not account for economic activities that damage
the planet and people, such as pollution and deforestation. Using GDP growth as the primary
performance indicator has promoted ecologically harmful investments, exemplified in a recent
report on deforestation and road construction that has permanently destroyed biodiversity in
Indonesia.

The “soft” case for worrying about quality of growth is that the benefits of quantity are best
realised when growth is equitably shared and environmentally sustainable. The “hard” case is
that climbing to high-income status will be harder if we ignore social and environmental
concerns. Even the International Monetary Fund (IMF), which for decades showed a wariness
toward social equity, has published research suggesting that growth spurts last longer under
conditions of inclusion.


https://www.eco-business.com/opinion/southeast-asias-high-income-aspirants-should-focus-on-quality-of-growth/

The case for inclusive growth, which can bolster the underlying sources of economic growth and
domestic demand, has strengthened amid contemporary conditions of high domestic debt,
aging populations in developing countries and growing protectionism in the US. In the
environmental dimension, countries’ vulnerability to energy shocks — especially massive
shocks triggered by conflict in the Middle East — reinforces the argument for transitioning to
green energy.

More broadly, runaway climate change adds urgency for countries to pursue green growth, as
once-in-a-hundred-year weather events become frequent occurrences. Southeast Asian
countries must be prepared for worst-case scenarios. Today’s disasters result from decades of
carbon accumulation that will inevitably worsen climate crises. There are ample indications that
higher temperatures and rising sea levels, together with land subsidence in coastal cities, are
wreaking havoc. A one per cent increase in temperature could hike food production costs by
0.5-0.8 per cent in Southeast Asia.

Countries seeking to escape the middle-income trap should prioritise quality of growth in their
policy framework. Only 34 out of 142 middle-income economies have graduated to high-income
in the past 35 years. The remaining 108 have remained stuck in “the middle-income trap”, which
occurs when countries lose their competitive advantage in manufacturing due to rising wages
while failing to transition to high-value, innovation-driven economies. For example, Malaysia has
been a highly successful exporter that has also attracted large amounts of FDI. But since the
Asian financial crisis, its growth rate has fallen notably. China has also slowed over the past
decade and a half and shown signs of weakness in the housing and local-government projects
that kept its economy booming at double-digit rates until around 2010.

Giving precedence to quality of growth calls for a directional shift in growth strategy. The focus
would move from capital investment-driven growth to innovation-driven growth that prioritises
human capital and social inclusion as well as natural capital and the environment.

The policy ingredients would vary depending on the specific gaps on the one side, and
opportunities on the other. For the Philippines and others with young populations and high
inequality, greater inclusion in the growth process would be imperative for unlocking potential
and sustaining growth. Decarbonisation should be high on the list across Southeast Asia —
including for Singapore and Malaysia with high shares of fossil fuels in energy; and for
Indonesia, the Philippines and Vietnam with their high shares of coal, the most polluting fossil
fuel. The opportunity to switch to renewables is present across the board.

Hydro power is strikingly abundant in Lao PDR; Vietnam, Thailand and Malaysia enjoy good
prospects for solar, and Vietham and the Philippines could harness wind energy. Forest
protection has potentially high payoffs in most countries, from Lao PDR and Brunei which have
the highest forest cover, to Malaysia, with its experience in protecting reserves, while Indonesia
and the Philippines have articulated vast agendas for forest protection and restoration.



Today’s climate and energy crises give countries added impetus to drive decarbonisation by
taking advantage of low-carbon technologies and climate financing, thus integrating economic
growth with emission reduction and energy security. In pursuing its high-income aspirations,
Southeast Asia should decisively focus on quality of growth.
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PALAWAN NEWS

Sagay leads climate-smart aquaculture initiative in Neqgros, benefiting 6.000 fisherfolk
By: May Singuay

More than 6,000 fisherfolk and aquaculture producers in Sagay City, Negros Occidental are
expected to benefit from a climate-smart aquaculture initiative after the city was selected as one
of the pilot sites for a technology-driven project aimed at strengthening resilience against
extreme weather events and climate-related risks.

The Technology-Integrated Information for Aquaculture Data and Disaster Alerts (TIN-AD)
Project was presented during a stakeholder consultation held at Balay Kauswagan on June 4 by
representatives of the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office—British Embassy Manila
(FCDO-BEM), FutureFish, E-Primate, and the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources—Negros Island Region (BFAR-NIR).

The project seeks to help coastal communities adapt to the growing challenges posed by
climate change through the establishment of a climate-responsive, digitally enabled
decision-support system for fisherfolk and aquaculture operators.

Under the initiative, users will have access to timely weather forecasts, aquaculture
management recommendations, and disaster-risk advisories through satellite monitoring
technology, an aquaculture guidance chatbot, and a weather alert system accessible via an
online dashboard and Facebook Messenger.

According to a statement from the Sagay City Public Information Office (PIO), project partners
selected Sagay as a pilot site because of its robust aquaculture industry, extensive fishpond and
fish cage operations, active fisherfolk organizations, strong local government support, and
vulnerability to climate-related hazards that threaten coastal livelihoods.

Representing Mayor Leo Rafael M. Cueva during the consultation, Councilor Exequiel Marafion
welcomed the initiative, saying it would significantly enhance the preparedness of coastal
communities.

“With six coastal barangays and around 6,000 fisherfolk, this initiative has the potential to help
our communities better prepare for weather disturbances and safeguard their livelihoods,”
Marafion said.

Councilor Sherwin Sy, representing Vice Mayor Narciso Javelosa Jr., also expressed gratitude
to FutureFish and its partner organizations for selecting Sagay as one of the project’s pilot
areas.

Mayor Cueva underscored the importance of climate adaptation measures for communities

whose livelihoods depend heavily on fisheries and aquaculture.
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“Our fisherfolk are among the first sectors to feel the impact of changing weather patterns and
climate-related events. Access to timely information and science-based advisories can help
them make informed decisions, reduce risks, and protect their sources of income,” Cueva said.

He added that the initiative demonstrates how innovation and technology can be harnessed to
support traditional industries while helping communities adapt to emerging environmental
challenges.

The consultation, facilitated by the City Agriculture Office under City Agriculturist Julie Delima,
gathered representatives from fisherfolk organizations, government agencies, and project
partners to discuss the implementation of the pilot project in the city.

Officials said the TIN-AD Project is expected to strengthen climate resilience, improve disaster
preparedness, and promote sustainable aquaculture practices that will help secure food
production and protect coastal livelihoods in the long term.

As one of the project’s pilot sites, Sagay is poised to become a model for how digital technology

and science-based solutions can empower fishing communities to navigate the increasing
impacts of climate change while sustaining growth in the fisheries sector.
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THE NEW YORK TIMES

Democrats Pledge to Fight Trump’s Removal of Ocean Monitors
By: Lisa Friedman

Democrats said Tuesday they intend to fight the Trump administration’s plan to eradicate a
deep-ocean observation system critical to understanding climate change and marine
ecosystems.

The system cost $368 million when it was installed in 2016 but now officials want to shut it
down, which they say would save $48 million in operating costs each year.

The National Science Foundation declined to say how much it would cost to remove more than
900 remote ocean instruments that are anchored to the ocean bottom in far-flung locations,
including in the Atlantic and Pacific oceans and an area between Greenland and Iceland known
as the Irminger Sea.

The agency will begin sending ships to begin pulling up the instruments later this month, a
process that is expected to take about 15 months. The ocean observation system was designed
to operate for at least 25 years, meaning the decision would result in the loss of more than a
decade of data.

Lawmakers accused the administration of wasting tax dollars in its bid to cripple climate science,
which President Trump has derided. They said eliminating the observation system would harm
coastal communities that benefit from scientists who use the data to study coastal currents that
influence the weather and commercial fisheries along the East Coast.

“For our watermen and farmers and our coastal community residents and businesses, changes
in currents and flooding have a major impact on their lives and livelihoods,” Senator Chris Van
Hollen, Democrat of Maryland, said in a statement.

“‘Defunding a program that helps researchers and scientists track these conditions is
shortsighted and, ultimately, will end up costing American taxpayers more not less,” he said. Mr.
Van Hollen, the top Democrat on the Senate appropriations subcommittee that oversees funding
for the National Science Foundation, said he would be “fighting back.”

Senator Edward J. Markey, Democrat of Massachusetts, called the decision “a continuation of
the administration’s war on science,” adding that the administration is eliminating a program that
Congress has expressly supported for years.

The Trump administration has repeatedly tried to shut down the ocean observation system,
proposing to cut its funding by 80 percent in both 2025 and again in 2026. Each time, Congress
pushed back, restoring the money. As a share of federal discretionary spending, which totals
more than $1.6 trillion this year, the program’s annual operating costs are minuscule.
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“The Trump administration thinks that burying the data will help them kill our momentum to take
climate action,” Mr. Markey said.

The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Scientists and environmental advocates criticized the decision to dismantle the ocean work.

“Walking away from a $368-million investment in a state-of-the-art system, a feat of engineering
already paid for by the American people, is absolutely myopic,” said Chris Robbins, the
associate director of scientific initiatives for Ocean Conservancy, a nonprofit group.

Ending the ocean observation system aligns with Project 2025, the conservative blueprint that
has forecast much of Mr. Trump’s agenda and criticized federal science for focusing too much
federal science funding on climate change. Mr. Trump, who has called climate change a hoax,
also has tried to dismantle much of the government’s ability to monitor rising greenhouse gas
emissions and study the effects of rising global temperatures on American communities.

There has been pushback. On Monday, a federal judge thwarted a plan by the administration to
dismantle the National Center for Atmospheric Research, the world-leading climate research lab
based in Colorado. And Congress has refused to go along with the White House’s effort to
eliminate the scientific research division at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, a move that would mean dropping research on climate and weather patterns.

Michael England, a spokesman for the National Science Foundation, said in a statement that
the agency is not canceling the umbrella deep-sea program, known as the Ocean Observatories
Initiative.

He said the move to remove the observation system “aligns with N.S.F.’s wider strategy to have

a nimbler approach to prioritizing support for evolving scientific priorities and emerging
technologies.”
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THE STAR

Climate change matters less to younger generation now

Climate change has become less important to young people in Germany than it was a few years
ago, according to a survey.

In 2025, only around four in 10 young people said the issue was very important to them,
compared with around six in 10 in 2021, according to a survey carried out by the Sinus Institute
for the health insurer Barmer.

The share of respondents who said climate change was unimportant rose from 9% in 2021 to
17% in 2025.

For the study, 2,000 young people aged 14 to 17 were surveyed online across Germany
between October 16 and November 20.

Strong fear of climate change has also become less common among young people. In 2025,
just under a third of respondents, or 31%, said they were personally very afraid of climate
change, down from 39% in 2021.

The proportion who said they were not afraid rose from 14% to 22%, while almost half, or 47%,
described having mixed feelings, unchanged from 2021.

Even if the issue appears to be losing importance among young people, the situation has not
eased in any way.

On the contrary, climate change is becoming increasingly visible in Europe. The continent has
been warming twice as fast as the world as a whole since the 1980s, World Meteorological

Organisation chief Celeste Saulo said while presenting a report on the state of the climate.

Europe experienced a massive decline in snow and ice cover in 2025, as well as droughts,
heatwaves, wildfires and marine warming, much of it at record levels.
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UNITED NATIONS

Countries urged to ‘go further, faster’ and deliver on climate commitments

Simon Stiell addressed the opening of the UN June Climate Meetings in Bonn, Germany — an
important step ahead of the COP31 climate conference in Antalya, Turkiye this November.

“Tackling the global climate crisis is the hardest, but most important thing humanity has ever
tried to do together,” he said.

“It is worth doing, because we have no choice. Every economy and population depends on it.”

The Bonn meetings take place annually in the lead-up to COP conferences, the latest of which
was held in Belém, Brazil, last November.

Over the next two weeks, delegates will advance technical and political work as well as review
progress on existing commitments.

The mid-year negotiations are being held against a backdrop of intensifying climate impacts and
mounting pressures on countries linked to energy security, food systems and economic
uncertainty.

Focus will be on issues such as adaptation, finance, the just transition to renewable energy,
agriculture and food security, and follow-up to the first global stocktake towards achieving the
Paris Agreement on climate change, concluded at COP28 in Dubai in December 2023.

‘We are not where we need to be’
Mr. Stiell noted that “climate action and the global economy are moving” although progress
remains insufficient.

“We are not where we need to be. But we are somewhere we have never been before,” he said,
adding that this hard work is starting to pay off.

“People the world over need this process to keep delivering, and at increasing speed and
scale,” he said, adding that “‘we don'thave timeto re-open past debates or renegotiate
commitments already made.”

Fossil fuel dependence

He said people who are denied the benefits of climate action are already paying the price as

deadly heat, El Nifo impacts and “a fossil fuel cost crisis” sparked by the war in the Middle East
impact households and economies worldwide.
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“It's crystal clear: continuing our fossil fuel dependency means continuing to import inflation and
economic instability, while exporting energy security, sovereignty and policy autonomy, leaving
economies and communities exposed to climate disasters, taking a wrecking ball to lives and
prosperity everywhere,” he said.

Focus on delivery

Mr. Stiell urged countries to “go further, faster” by delivering fully on obligations and plans made
under the Paris Agreement, the 2015 treaty that seeks to limit global temperature rise to 1.5°C
above pre-industrial levels.

Countries must first streamline the Paris process as “all institutions must continuously evolve
and improve.”

They must advance key issues such as the Global Goal on Adaptation, the Belém Adaptation
Indicators, delivering the outcomes of the first global stocktake, developing the just transition
mechanism and finance, including the climate finance work programme to the Adaptation Fund.

Finally, they “must bring the work of this process closer to the real economy.” In this regard, he
pointed to the Global Climate Action Agenda as a way to bring together governments,
companies, innovators, investors, cities, regions and civil society to support implementation.

Make it count
Mr. Stiell also acknowledged calls by governments to make the UN climate process more
efficient and easier to navigate.

He said the Secretariat was listening to concerns about mandates, access to climate finance
and the reporting burden on Parties, including through wider efforts under the UN80O reform

initiative.

“The Secretariat will always be there to advise and support you,” he said. “But ultimately, it's
your process, and your decisions to make.”

He urged delegates to use the Bonn meeting to address major challenges such as energy
security, food security, waste reduction, strengthening the resilience of cities and tackling

methane emissions.

“The hard work continues,” he said. “Make these two weeks count.”
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UNDP

Building trust and transparency for climate finance

10 June 2026. With the climate crisis accelerating and demanding the massive mobilization of
funds, governments continue to channel public resources into adaptation and mitigation efforts.
Ensuring these funds are used effectively is not just a matter of good governance: it is critical to
securing a sustainable future for all.

To contribute to this financial accountability, the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP)—through its flagship Climate Finance Network (CFN)—and the Pacific Association of
Supreme Audit Institutions (PASAI) organized a Regional Dialogue on Climate Audits in
Bangkok.

The mini dialogue, "Making a Difference through Climate Change Audits", convened senior
representatives from supreme audit institutions (SAls), including auditor generals from two
countries, across the Asia-Pacific and beyond. Supported by the Government of Sweden
through Sida and the UK Government through the Climate Action for a Resilient Asia (CARA)
Programme, it explored how countries are using audits to support climate action.

A major highlight of the Dialogue was the launch of UNDP’s Good Practice on Climate Change
Audits, which aims to equip auditors and policymakers with the practical tools needed to assess
the true effectiveness of climate action. Beyond the launch, the Dialogue provided a critical
platform for knowledge exchange and strengthening partnerships, allowing participants to share
lessons from recent climate audits, identify common challenges, and forge stronger
collaborations between SAls, parliaments, civil society, and development partners.

"To effectively address the climate crisis, every single dollar invested in climate action counts,
and must deliver meaningful results and impact at scale. Accountability matters more than ever,
and this is exactly where supreme audit institutions come in, as they enhance independent
oversight and ensure that these efforts indeed translate into measurable results,” said Beate
Trankmann, Deputy Regional Director for Asia and the Pacific and Director of UNDP Bangkok
Regional Hub.

Over three days, participants engaged in deep-dive sessions on the complex landscape of
climate audits, the evolving role of oversight bodies, and the systemic challenges of tracking
environmental investments. Through extensive peer-to-peer exchange, SAls shared valuable
lessons and findings from their recent audits of government attempts to adapt to or mitigate the
effects of climate change.

The sessions moved beyond identifying challenges to focus on actionable outcomes, as
participants discussed strategies to foster transparency by building stronger synergies between
audit institutions, parliaments, and civil society organizations. The INTOSAI Development
Initiative (IDI) and the Working Group on Environmental Auditing (WGEA) also contributed
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crucial technical insights and experiences on global frameworks and approaches for climate
change audits during discussions.

"Audit institutions throw light on issues of importance to people and provide an independent
view that people can rely on. With the effects of climate change literally at our doorsteps,
regional and international cooperation in auditing climate change can give a louder collective
voice to issues and address them to make a difference”, stated Mike Scott, PASAI Deputy Chief
Executive.

Participating SAls are leaving Bangkok better positioned to integrate robust climate
considerations into their national audit planning and implementation by using the good practice
guide, ensuring that the global push for climate action is matched by rigorous governance and
oversight at the country level.

For more information and resources from the event, please visit the event page and the UNDP
Good Practice on Climate Change Audits.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:

DAILY TRIBUNE

AboitizPower, CCC sign MoU on energy and climate policy research

The Aboitiz Power Corporation (AboitizPower) and the Climate Change Commission (CCC)
established a long-term framework for knowledge sharing, capacity building and data-driven
policy research on the power sector and climate change mitigation and adaptation through a
memorandum of understanding (MoU).

The strategic collaboration is aimed at accelerating the Philippines’ transition toward a
climate-smart and sustainable future, helping bridge private sector operational capabilities with
public sector frameworks and the strategic outcomes of the National Climate Change Action
Plan.

The MoU was signed by CCC vice chairperson and executive director Robert Borje and
AboitizPower first vice president for External Relations Jason Magnaye, as witnessed by Mapua
University executive vice president Raul Victor Tan and CCC deputy executive director Romell
Antonio Cuenca.

20


https://tribune.net.ph/2026/06/08/aboitizpower-ccc-sign-mou-on-energy-and-climate-policy-research

NEWS5

WEATHERING THE WEATHER: Local governments hurdle funding meant to help them
adopt to climate risks

Changing weather patterns and the harsh El Nifio have scrambled the rain timetable and turned
it into a guessing game, making it nearly impossible for farmers to grow rice, corn, and other
crops.

Barangay San Antonio, Cabagan, Isabela lies on a hill, sparing it from the annual monsoon
flooding when the Cagayan and Pinacanauan Rivers overflow. On the flipside, its elevation and
distance from the river systems make irrigation impossible, so farmers of the barangay solely
rely on rainwater to sustain farming activities.

The farmers are now watching their cornfields slowly die under the intense heat of the sun. The
seedlings that once thrived are growing weaker, and a vast majority of fields are just sitting
empty, waiting for rain. Farmers will soon have to spend more to replant as the rains come.

Many of them started to plant when the first rains of May or agua de Mayo came during the first
week of the month, thinking that this already signals the onset of the rainy season. To their
dismay, their crops eventually withered as the rains halted and the harsh dry season continued,
with heat indices soaring to over 40 degrees Celsius. Weather authorities classified this
condition as dangerous to health.

“We didn’t expect that that will happen because we don’t know when the rains will really come,”
Reynaneth Zipagan, one of the women leaders of the Candanum San Antonio Farmers
Association in Cabagan, said in Filipino.

Each failed crop means thousands of pesos lost since a farmer would have spent at least
P6,000 for the seeds and another P 1,600 if he used fertilizers, she added.

The story of Cabagan farmers is just one of the many across the country who are at the mercy
of the changing weather patterns, intensifying droughts and floods.

Climate change aid

In 2012, the national government created the PSF through Republic Act 10174 to provide a
lifeline for communities grappling with the negative effects of climate change. This fund gives
local government units (LGUs) and accredited community organizations with financial support of
up to P1 billion from the national budget initially to bankroll projects that strengthen resilience to
climate change. The PSF could also accept contributions from international partners and
organizations to replenish it.

It took several years before the LGU of Cabagan was able to tap into the PSF — one of the first
municipalities to benefit from the PSF. It was only in 2017 that Cabangan was able to secure a
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P21-million grant to buy three solar-powered pumps that now draw underground water to
irrigate up to 25 hectares. These gave farmers a fighting chance, even in the dry season.

For years, access to this critical funding remained elusive for many LGUs, so PSF is struggling
to deliver widespread results. Twelve years after its creation, only 28 projects nationwide have
been approved, leaving billions of pesos largely untapped. The Department of Finance (DoF)
said the PSF faced delays in implementation as the first tranche of funding was received only in
2016. A fund top-up did not happen until 2025. These delays, coupled with complicated and
stringent application requirements, discouraged many potential applicants.

Stringent requirements

There were about 400 LGUs interested in accessing the PSF, but most withdrew their
applications as they found it difficult to meet the documentary requirements. They had to submit
14 documents, including local climate change action plans, comprehensive land-use and
development plans, and certificates confirming no project overlaps. Each certificate required
clearance from multiple government agencies, involving time-consuming processes such as
environmental assessments and water testing,

In the case of Cabagan, its mayor back then created a special task force to navigate the
complex application process and engaged other units of the LGU to speed up the application
process.

“For the sake of our farmers, [we worked] beyond our regular duties and responsibilities just to
secure financing for the project. We really worked hard to comply and secure the needed
documents,” said Reynold Gumiran, Municipal Planning and Development Coordinator (MPDC)
and Agriculturist Designate for the Municipality of Cabagan, who spearheaded the municipality’s
PSF application.

The LGU of Gerona in Tarlac, another successful PSF applicant, partnered with
non-government organization Rice Watch Action Network to support its bid for financing. It
eventually secured a P38.1-million grant for farmer training, equipment, and a
weather-forecasting center, and other climate resilience initiatives. These projects helped
farmers adapt to erratic weather patterns by learning new agricultural techniques and improving
yields.

Helmer Tabago, a farmer from Gerona who gave up being a seafarer more than a decade ago,
said farming used to be much more lucrative than working abroad. Farmers in his town
nowadays are happy to just break-even because the rising temperatures and more
unpredictable weather are making crop-growing difficult.

With the PSF project, Tabago said he learned for free direct seeding techniques and concocting
organic fertilizers, which are cheaper and less labor-intensive. These methods helped him
double what used to be minimal yields. However, these climate adaptation methods are
insufficient given the unpredictability of weather.
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“It's difficult to determine when we can start planting. | was actually about to start sowing seeds,
but | think the rains aren’t coming soon,” Tabago said.

The incumbent vice mayor of Gerona, Eloy Eclar pushed for the grant application during his
term as mayor in 2016. However, the municipality has received only the first tranche of the
grant, which is about 25% of the total approved funding.

“The documentation can be tedious before you can get another release. It's a long process and
it changes,” Eclar said. The COVID-19 pandemic even got in the way of the subsequent
releases of its funding.

Eclar said continued funding requires extensive documentation and strict compliance with
reporting standards set by agencies such as the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources and the Development Bank of the Philippines. These documentary requirements
include monitoring and evaluation, procurement, expenditures.

“Ang dami nilang requirements sa documentation. Small water impounding, kailangan mo pa
dumaaan ng DENR. Bakit kailangan? Government to government ‘yun. Eh hindi naman hectare
‘yung huhukayin mo, maliit lang,” he added.

Not meeting the standards

John Narag, DOF Director and head of Climate Finance Policy Group, said the government has
strict criteria for selecting projects due to limited funding. Projects must comply with the
Philippines’ National Adaptation Plan 2023-2050 and address climate risks identified under the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. Priority is given to projects
benefiting sectors such as agriculture, water resources, health, ecosystems, biodiversity,
livelihoods, and cultural heritage.

Proposals should be scalable, demonstrating clear benefits for vulnerable communities and the
potential to reduce poverty. Project proponents should also be able to show how the projects will
be sustained — if the projects will be carried out through partner organizations or partner
community groups — and if the proponent has existing policies to address climate
change-related risks, Narag added.

LGUs often struggle to develop effective climate adaptation plans because they misunderstood
what could qualify as adaption projects. Narag said this often results in proposal rejection. There
are times when proposals are declined because the national government deemed that the LGU
is capable of handling the risks by themselves without the additional funding.

“Ano ho ba talaga ang ina-address n’'ung project na climate risk n’'yo? Kasi maaaring ang isang

LGU, maraming risk, maraming hazard, pero kaya po ng sistema nila. Kaya po ng kanilang
overall approach, kaya ng plano,” Narag told News5.
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Mal-adaptation projects, such as mangrove reforestation efforts using inappropriate species, are
also rejected as these are unlikely to succeed, Narag warned.

Lack of capacity-building

“One of the challenges here is that we can’t train everyone,” Narag said. “That’'s why we’re
developing some knowledge products that they can at least download anytime. We see the
importance of in-person training but recognizing our current circumstances, we’re looking into
delivering those training tools into information technology (IT) service.”

The online resources and downloadable knowledge products that the DOF launched, together
with partnership with other agencies, will help LGUs with project preparation.

The Climate Change Commission has urged LGUs to tap the available tools so they can access
the PSF fund. With the fund’s replenishment under the 2025 national budget, LGUs applying for
PSF grants may also secure up to P2 million in financial support for project development.

Given the lack of capacity building from the national government and the inability of LGUs to
meet stringent requirements, there should be fundamental changes in how support systems are
structured, such as simplifying application processes and enabling local planning departments
to train sufficient, skilled personnel.

Gumiran of Cabagan said the PSF team should look at an LGU’s comprehensive land use plan
to streamline requirements since this already contains the information like development and
investment plans being asked during the application process.

Gumiran, who also heads the group of municipal planning officers in Cagayan Valley, said the
Civil Service Commission and the Department of Budget and Management should allow the
hiring of licensed civil engineers and researchers at the LGUs’ planning departments.

“[The planning department] is a section of the local government that is often overlooked. We
don’t have much staff members... it's beyond the minimum requirement of the positions,”
Gumiran said.

For the country’s most climate-vulnerable communities, true adaptation will depend on a system
that not only provides funds but also authorizes those on the frontlines to access and use them
effectively. Ultimately, bridging the gap between available climate adaptation funds and the
communities that urgently need them will require more than just policies or local
resourcefulness.

“‘Mahirap po talaga ang buhay magsasaka. Kaya sana ‘yung gobyerno natin pagtuunan ng

pansin ang magsasaka kasi alam naman nila ang hirap ng magsasaka,” Zipagan of Cabangan
said.
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PALAWAN

CCC. New Zealand. UN Women push women-centered climate action

Women and other vulnerable sectors disproportionately affected by climate change are at the
center of a new collaboration between the Climate Change Commission (CCC), New Zealand,
and UN Women aimed at promoting more inclusive climate action in the Philippines.

In a statement CCC said, the initiative was discussed during a meeting between CCC officials
led by Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje, New Zealand Ambassador to
the Philippines Catherine Mcintosh, and representatives from UN Women Philippines.

The discussions focused on areas of cooperation to strengthen climate resilience efforts while
ensuring that climate policies and programs address the needs of communities most vulnerable
to the impacts of climate change, particularly women and at-risk sectors.

“‘Climate action must be inclusive, responsive, and people-centered. Strengthening
gender-responsive approaches in climate policies and programs is essential to ensuring that no
one is left behind in building resilient communities,” Borje said.

CCC Commissioner Rachel Herrera also stressed the importance of aligning projects with the
localization of the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) and the government’s gender action plan.

“If the tools are developed in an inclusive manner, it will really reflect a response to the issues
on the ground,” Herrera said.

Among the initiatives discussed were efforts to strengthen gender mainstreaming in climate
adaptation programs, support the localization of the National Adaptation Plan developed under
the leadership of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., and expand knowledge-sharing and
capacity-building activities for local government units and partner institutions.

The participants also highlighted the need to increase women’s participation and leadership in
climate governance, disaster risk reduction, and adaptation planning.

UN Women representatives Athena Dennise Galao, Regional Programme Coordinator on
Climate Change, and Jonas Gregory Perez, National Programme Officer for Gender, Climate
Change and Disaster Risk Reduction, reaffirmed the organization’s support for initiatives that
promote women’s leadership and participation in climate and disaster resilience efforts.

Meanwhile, Ambassador Mcintosh reiterated New Zealand’s commitment to supporting
programs that strengthen climate resilience and inclusive development in the Philippines.
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The CCC said continued engagement with development partners remains important in
strengthening institutional capacities, enhancing policy support, and advancing climate action
that is equitable and responsive to community needs.

The commission added that the partnership reflects its ongoing efforts to promote climate
resilience, inclusive governance, and sustainable development across the country.
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