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The UN climate process needs ambition — the law demands it
By: Bill Hare

The word 'implementation’ has featured long and loud recently in discussions about the UN
climate process.
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Super Oyster versus climate change in Hong Kong
By: Regina Lam

Away from the skyscraper clusters of Hong Kong’s business districts sits the weathered
northern fishing village of Lau Fau Shan (Floating Mountain).
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Scientists warn of record heat, threats to climate monitoring

Planetary heating is intensifying and key climate indicators are deteriorating, top scientists said
Thursday, warning that funding decisions affecting Earth observation systems in the United
States and other countries threaten efforts to track global warming.
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ICT opens pathways to climate resilience through good governance
By Ahlette C. Reyes

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) is being recognized as a key enabler of
climate resilience through improved governance, empowering government institutions to make
data-driven decisions, deliver timely public services, and strengthen disaster preparedness and
response mechanisms.
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Warm, humid weather to prevail across PH on Thursday
By: Ma. Cristina Arayata

Most parts of the country will experience warm and humid weather and isolated rains on
Thursday, the weather bureau said.

SUNSTAR

Climate risk mapping in Cebu nears completion
By: Claudine Flores

THE Cebu Provincial Government expects to complete its climate and disaster risk assessment
by July 2026, giving the Capitol a baseline for land use and development decisions meant to

reduce disaster impacts from climate hazards and earthquakes.

THE MANILA TIMES

Climate change-fuelled storm decimated world's rarest great ape: study

Climate change-fuelled landslides wiped out nearly one in ten of the world's rarest great ape
species on Indonesia's Sumatra island, scientists said Wednesday.


https://pia.gov.ph/news/ict-opens-pathways-to-climate-resilience-through-good-governance/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1277044
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/cebu/climate-risk-mapping-in-cebu-nears-completion
https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/06/11/world/climate-change-fuelled-storm-decimated-worlds-rarest-great-ape-study/2363169

CCC IN THE NEWS:
MANILA STANDARD

CLIMATE PRIORITIES.

Department of Economy, Planning, and Development (DEPDev) Secretary Arsenio Balisacan
meets with Climate Change Commission (CCC) vice-chairperson and executive director Robert
Borje on June 9, 2026 to discuss key climate and development priorities. Balisacan and Borje
tackled the Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), the country’s roadmap for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions and strengthening climate action. They also discussed strategies to
accelerate its implementation across key sectors and align national policies with climate targets.

MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT

AboitizPower, Climate Change Commission Forge Alliance for Climate-Smart Energy
Future

Aboitiz Power Corporation (AboitizPower) and the Climate Change Commission (CCC) have
strengthened efforts to advance the country’s clean energy transition through a landmark
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) focused on research, knowledge sharing, and
climate-responsive policymaking.

Information and Knowledge Management Division
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The UN climate process needs ambition — the law demands it
By: Bill Hare

The word 'implementation' has featured long and loud recently in discussions about the UN
climate process.

The host government of last year’'s COP30 summit, Brazil, argued that it should be an
“implementation COP”. And if you talk regularly to influential participants in the UN process,
you'd be surprised how many will tell you that in the current political climate, it's all about
implementing the pledges and targets governments have already made, rather than aiming to
raise them.

This interpretation of ‘implementation’ is dangerously wrong. You can see that it is wrong by
simply going back to the Paris Agreement. Article 4 states that Parties (countries) “shall prepare,
communicate and maintain successive nationally determined contributions” (NDCs), and that
each new NDC “will represent a progression” beyond the Party’s previous one and “reflect its
highest possible ambition”.

In other words, regularly increasing ambition is a central element of implementing the Paris
Agreement. Governments pledged to increase ambition regularly, and the community of people
who care about climate change needs to hold them to that pledge.

Raised expectations

Even a cursory look at the current state of emissions shows that without increased ambition, the
other central pillars of the Paris Agreement will not be realised. The global emissions peak will
not come “as soon as possible”, net zero will not be reached in the second half of this century,
and global warming will race beyond the 1.5°C limit, with catastrophic impacts beginning in the
most vulnerable countries and risks increasing for everyone.

Since the Paris summit in 2015, expectations and obligations on governments to step up on
decarbonising their economies have increased. In 2021 and 2022, governments declared via
the UN Human Rights Council and UN General Assembly that the right to a healthy environment
is a universal human right. An environment of dangerous climate change is not a healthy one,
so the obligation to cut emissions further and faster is clear.

Last year, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruled that 1.5°C is the primary limit of the Paris
Agreement and constitutes a legally binding target. It clarified that states have obligations, not
only under the UN climate convention, but under customary international law, human rights law
and the Law of the Sea.
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It also reaffirmed that governments’ NDCs must reflect their highest possible ambition. Last
month, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution endorsing the ICJ ruling, with
governments voting 141 for, and only eight against.

Failing on ambition

Nonetheless, most governments are not showing the ambition required by their international
obligations. Fifty-two countries have not submitted their third NDC with emission-cutting targets
for 2035, which they were supposed to do more than a year ago.

Many submitted NDCs fall well short of what is required, with Indonesia, Russia and Saudi
Arabia among countries whose level of ambition, if reflected globally, would usher in at least 4°C
of global warming.

We know from our own analysis that if countries just implemented their present level of ambition
through 2035, the world would warm by 2.6°C above preindustrial levels by 2100, a catastrophic
scenario.

But we also know that if countries implemented policies consistent with their highest possible
ambition, we can limit overshoot of 1.5°C to about 0.2°C, halt global warming within 25 years,
and bring it down to about 1.2°C by the end of the century. Other analyses paint a similar
picture.

Make no mistake: this level of overshoot will have serious adverse consequences. But two
things are very clear: we can get warming back below 1.5°C before 2100, and countries can be
far more ambitious than they are now.

Meanwhile real-world events are demonstrating more clearly than ever that moving quickly and
decisively to an economy powered by clean electricity bolsters energy security, reduces energy
costs and avoids the geopolitical blackmail and bullying associated with dependence on a
continuous supply of fossil fuel imports.

Back the collective process

Because the various UN declarations and decisions outlined above are taken collectively by
governments, we can make an interesting deduction: most governments themselves recognise
that they need to show more ambition. There are many reasons why each of them doesn’t do so
on its own; and one of the key aspects of the UN climate process is that it allows and
encourages them to do so with some degree of collectivity.

What all of this speaks to is the need to increase the focus on raising ambition, to continue to
use the UN climate process as the key convening forum, and to use COPs as the place where
governments are held accountable at a high political level every year. There is no other forum
that does that and no other place in which vulnerable countries are at the table on equal terms
with the biggest emitters.



Right now, the geopolitical going is tough; and the tough need to get going towards the trouble,
not run away from it.

Yes, delivery of existing pledges is absolutely necessary. If governments use this decade to
honour the Global Stocktake outcomes from 2024 — if they triple renewable energy capacity,
double the rate of energy efficiency improvements and make deep cuts in methane emissions —
that will go a long way to keeping global warming below 2°C. Most are not on track — so yes, full
implementation of what countries have already agreed is sorely needed.

But ambition must also be strengthened, urgently. It's not an either-or: ‘implementation’ has to
include ‘increasing ambition’. Climate science, international law, climate justice and the needs of
the world’s most climate-impacted societies demand nothing less.



ECO BUSINESS

Super Oyster versus climate change in Hong Kong
By: Regina Lam

Away from the skyscraper clusters of Hong Kong’s business districts sits the weathered
northern fishing village of Lau Fau Shan (Floating Mountain).

Chan Kwok Leung, known as “Brother Leung”, is a 58-year-old, sixth-generation oyster farmer.
As a child he shucked oysters with his father during winters on the shore of Deep Bay where his
village sits, on the eastern side of the Pearl River Estuary.

The colder the weather, the fatter the oysters grow, farmers used to say. But chillier winters
made harvesting harder. “The seawater felt icy cold and often numbed my hands,” says Chan.
“It doesn’t feel like that any more.”

Today’s subtropical Hong Kong rarely experiences the bitter cold days below 5°C that Chan
says he sometimes experienced while growing up in the 1970s and ‘80s.

Driven by climate change, warming, saltier water has slowed oyster growth and contributes to
die-offs every year. “Super typhoons” now batter the bamboo rafts used for farming for more
hours per year, pushing increasing numbers of aging growers to retire their practice.

Similar problems are plaguing those who rely on oysters in other parts of the world. The animals
filter large volumes of water as they feed on microalgae, boosting water quality. Their growing
shells trap carbon and create reefs that protect coasts and create habitats for other species.

But warmer waters, shifting weather patterns and more damaging storms are straining many
who farm or collect them.

Despite the hardship, Chan has not left oysters. Instead, he joined a team of scientists working
to help the sector adapt and trying to revive this piece of Hong Kong’s cultural heritage, which
enriches marine biodiversity.

One solution they have been working on is to breed a “super oyster” that can better survive
Deep Bay’s increasingly salty waters.

An ancient practice

Historical records show an oyster business in Lau Fau Shan as early as 1667, operated by the
Tang clan. Oyster farming lineages go back further still. Some farmers, including Chan'’s father,
migrated to the area in the 1960s from the coastal town of Baoan in Shenzhen, about 20 km
away, where their ancestors had farmed oysters since the Song Dynasty (960-1279).
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Today around 10,000 bamboo rafts float across Deep Bay. From each rope, dozens of oysters
hang in the currents and grow fat before being harvested and sold to Hong Kongers who prize
their size and flavour.

Most oysters produced here carry a local identity in their scientific name: Crassostrea
hongkongensis. These are plumper and grow better in less saline estuary waters than the more
common commercial species, the Pacific oyster.

Some Hong Kong oysters are sold fresh, often for hotpots or deep-fried dishes. Many others are
dried along the shore before being traded in a narrow lane in the village lined with seafood stalls
or dispatched to other markets in the city.

Air-dried oysters, including both semi-dried “golden oysters” and fully dried varieties, are a
beloved delicacy symbolising prosperity in Cantonese culture. During the Lunar New Year,
families usually pan fry or braise them with mushrooms, vegetables and other seafood to wish
for good fortune in the year ahead.

Massive die-offs

For the oysters to thrive, “the winds and rains must come in good time”, Chan says. Farmers
follow the traditional 24 solar terms of the Chinese lunar calendar to track seasonal changes
and guide their work. “It’s a practice passed down from our ancestors,” he says.

But climate change driven by greenhouse gas emissions has disrupted the longstanding
rhythms that earned Hong Kong oysters their loyal following.

Traditionally, farms began to yield good harvests from the mid-autumn festival, in September or
October. But recent winters have arrived later and with higher temperatures, pushing the
harvest to start in January and February, shortening the previous six-month harvesting season
to three months.

Worse than poor harvests are the die-offs that increasingly occur when Hong Kong enters
spring in March and April. Over a decade ago, farmers began reporting more frequent oyster
die-offs, which wipe out large swathes of the farms in Deep Bay, killing oysters string by string,
raft by raft.

Farmers told Dialogue Earth such events, which cause over 70 per cent loss of oysters, used to
hit the bay once every decade. They now strike every three to six years. Smaller mortality
events, which see over 30 per cent of oysters dying, have become an annual problem.

Scientists at the University of Hong Kong believe climate change is the likely culprit. Southern
China’s temperature now spikes up earlier and faster in spring, said Thiyagarajan Vengatesen, a
professor at the university’s School of Biological Sciences.



The rainy season is also often arriving later, and does not dilute the salinity of waters in Deep
Bay as it used to. This warming and high salinity, along with deoxygenation caused by nutrient
pollution and limited sunlight in overcast spring, puts oysters under extraordinary stress. This
leaves them more vulnerable to pathogen attacks. Once a group of oysters die, other follows,
says Vengatesen.

For farmers this is devastating.

“When you shuck the oyster, you can tell immediately something is wrong, as the flesh turns
reddish,” Chan says.

He still remembers vividly his first encounter with a mass mortality event in 2007. “It was
unsettling. A whole year of my work was gone.”

Die-offs of different levels of severity have happened almost every year since. Farmers now
seek to harvest their shellfish before the high-mortality period and move rafts to less saline
waters at the first sign of problems.

While this helps somewhat, Chan says a farmer’s life is “in the lap of the gods”.

Worse typhoons spell disaster
Farmers feel even more powerless when intense typhoons hit.

“We are seeing more super typhoons these days,” says Chan Shu Fung, an oyster grower in his
40s also from Lau Fau Shan, referring to the most intense tropical cyclones. Unlike
mass-mortality incidents, “when typhoons hit right at the bay, there is nothing you can do about
it.”

Last year, Hong Kong faced 14 tropical cyclones that either landed or passed close enough to
trigger warnings, more than double the long-term average and the highest number in a single
year since 1946.

Chan Shu Fung took over the family business when his father retired in 2014. Three years later,
Super Typhoon Hato skirted Hong Kong. It was followed in 2018 by Super Typhoon Mangkhut.
Together, the storms caused hundreds of injuries and billions of Hong Kong dollars’ worth of
damage.

Hato wreaked havoc on 60 operating oyster rafts that were now Chan Shu Fung’s responsibility,
swallowing some half a million shellfish. After he rebuilt and reseeded nearly half of his rafts, the
following summer he lost 90 per cent of his crop again to Mangkhut.

Chan Shu Fung saw many elders in town hang up their shuckers after the storms, shrinking the
scale of production in Deep Bay. At the industry’s peak in the 1960s and ‘70s, it supported
around 300 oyster-farming households; today about 70 remain, he says.



Chan Shu Fung too thought of giving up after 2018. But he had just sunk new investment into
the business after taking over from his father. “All | could do was hang in there, grit my teeth and
carry on.”

Improving survival rates

At his lab at the Swire Institute of Marine Science, Vengatesen is working with Chan Kwok
Leung to investigate the struggles of the ancient industry and look for ways science can
alleviate its modern problems.

Vengatesen’s team of researchers have developed a way of predicting which oyster strains are
more likely to survive under conditions of high salinity and other stressors, based on gene
comparison and oyster survival data.

Commercial breeders can use this toolkit to analyse oyster DNA and identify parents with a
better chance of surviving in the warming Hong Kong waters, which they can use to produce
seeds in their hatcheries.

The team have also bred salt-tolerant shellfish themselves. Using their genomic selection
technology they have developed a more resilient animal they call the Hong Kong Super Oyster.

This has a 30-40 per cent survival rate in high salinity conditions, the team says, a significant
improvement from the regular Hong Kong oyster’s less than 10 per cent.

Vengatesen aims to boost the survival rate to 80 per cent. The more data that is entered to
refine the models that predict survival, the more accurate it will become over time, he adds.

Chan Shu Fung began trialling the new strain on his rafts in September last year. “It will take a
year for us to tell how good they are,” he told Dialogue Earth.

Hemmed in by concrete jungle

Even if these new oysters can allow the village fishers’ traditions to continue, it is unclear how
long Lau Fau Shan will remain as it is. A development project proposed by the Hong Kong
government is set to transform the area into a hub for fintech, start-ups and residential buildings
dubbed New Digi Bay.

The initial proposal sparked concerns about the continuation of oyster farming. Chan Shu Fung,
who frequently liaises with the government as the chair of farmers’ group the Deep Bay Oyster
Cultivation Association, is hopeful, though. He says the latest planning proposal pledges to
conserve part of the bay and promote oyster traditions. Doing this while improving infrastructure
could bring more tourists to experience its oyster culture, he hopes.

“If the urbanisation plan does not come into conflict with oyster farming and the ecosystem it
depends on, it has more benefits than drawbacks,” he says.
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Chan Kwok Leung fears the industry could decline further under seemingly unstoppable trends
of urbanisation, climate change and younger people reluctant to take up the hard life of an
oyster farmer.

But he is determined to keep trying, adding modern innovations like the Super Oyster to an
ancient tradition.

The forces battering Hong Kong’s oyster farms are strong, but Chan Kwok Leung cites a
Chinese idiom that only gold remains after strong waves wash away the sand.

“We had our glory days,” he says. “l am trying to do something now. Hopefully, new
technological breakthroughs may bring them back.”
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Scientists warn of record heat. threats to climate monitoring

Planetary heating is intensifying and key climate indicators are deteriorating, top scientists said
Thursday, warning that funding decisions affecting Earth observation systems in the United
States and other countries threaten efforts to track global warming.

More than 70 scientists — including contributors to the UN'’s Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) — raised the alarm over record human-induced warming and surging
marine heatwaves in an annual study published between major IPCC assessments.

“These indicators represent an essential monitoring of the vitals of a patient exhibiting ever
increasingly troubling symptoms,” said Peter Thorne, a co-author and physical geography
professor at Ireland’s Maynooth University.

“They all rest upon a suite of global observation capabilities which are, for the first time in my
lifetime, systematically either actively degrading or at risk,” said Thorne, who is also deputy chair
of the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS), a UN-backed Earth monitoring program.

Global temperatures reached about 1.39C above preindustrial levels in 2025, with nearly all of
that warming — 1.37C — driven by human activities, according to the study published in the
journal Earth System Science Data.

Human-induced warming will reach 1.5C in around 2030, the scientists warned.

Nations agreed under the 2015 Paris climate accord to limit warming to well below 2C — and
preferably 1.5C — to avoid the worst consequences of climate change.

But the report found the world is accumulating heat at a rapid pace, worsening “Earth’s energy
imbalance” — the rate at which energy enters and leaves the planet.

“Without human influence, it should be close to zero, but it has been growing since the 1970s
and is now at a record high, doubling in recent decades,” said the study’s lead author, Piers
Forster, a physical climate change professor at the University of Leeds in Britain.

The high rate of warming is due to a combination of greenhouse gas emissions reaching an
all-time high and the reduction of aerosol pollution, which has weakened a cooling effect as
these particles reflect sunlight.

CO2 emissions, however, remain the main driver of global warming and are at a record high.
While scientists said emissions are slowing, the “carbon budget” — the amount of CO2 that can

still be emitted to keep warming under 1.5C — could be exhausted in around three years.
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“Given that greenhouse gas emissions are still on the rise, keeping global warming below this
(1.5C) threshold now seems unachievable,” said Aurelien Ribes, climate scientist at the French
meteorological service.

The sea rose by around 23 cm between 1901 and 2025 — and it is rising at a faster pace at
3.84 mm per year, due to melting land-based ice and through thermal expansion as the ocean
warms.

The number of marine heatwave days — a new indicator added to this year’s report — has
more than tripled since 1991, reaching 65 on average in 2025.

Trump cuts

Launched in 2023, the Indicators of Global Climate Change provides an annual update for
policymakers on the state of the planet as climate change accelerates. The last IPCC
assessment was finalised in 2023 and the next is due in 2028 or 2029.

The annual indicators report relies on around 40 global datasets which come from satellites and
an array of land, sea and air instruments, including weather stations, ships, buoys and weather
ballons.

But efforts to tackle climate change are increasingly overshadowed by wars in the Middle East
and Ukraine, with governments facing a global energy crisis, budget constraints and a

climate-sceptic President Donald Trump.

“Future monitoring of these indicators, such as ocean and satellite measurements of the Earth’s
energy imbalance, are threatened by geopolitical and public funding decisions,” the report said.

It noted that funding for the UN’s World Meteorological Organization has diminished while the
GCOS “is also under threat”.

Several satellite programs are at risk, including in the United States.

The authors pointed to the recent decision by the Trump administration to remove hundreds of
deep-sea instruments.

Such instruments are “incredibly critical” to understand how oceans absorb heat and how that
affects weather patterns and ocean circulation, said Samantha Burgess, strategic lead for
climate at the European Centre for Medium—Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF).

“We really need these in-situ observations to continue monitoring the climate,” she said.

The scientists also cited a decrease in on-site measurements in Africa, the west Pacific and

South America.
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Burgess said the plane that carries the atmospheric observing system in the UK was recently
defunded.

“So it's not just one nation, unfortunately,” she said.
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ICT opens pathways to climate resilience through good governance
By Ahlette C. Reyes

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) is being recognized as a key enabler of
climate resilience through improved governance, empowering government institutions to make
data-driven decisions, deliver timely public services, and strengthen disaster preparedness and
response mechanisms.

As the country celebrates the National ICT Month this June, Leyte Board Member Carlo P.
Loreto said during a “Digital Climate Future” podcast by PIA-8 and Leyte Normal University,
digital technologies are transforming the way local government units address climate-related
challenges by enhancing transparency, coordination, and evidence-based policymaking.

“The Sangguniang Panlalawigan’s role is to craft the provincial ordinances that create the policy
environment for climate-resilient development, such as land use ordinances, environmental
compliance frameworks, disaster risk reduction funding mechanisms, which shape the
conditions in which communities can adapt or cannot,” Loreto said.

As the impact of climate change intensifies, as seen in the frequency and severity of natural
hazards, ICT tools — such as digital information systems, geographic information systems (GIS),
data analytics platforms, and online public service portals — are helping governments better
understand risks and implement appropriate adaptation measures.

‘ICT strengthens governance by providing leaders with accurate and timely information needed
to make informed decisions. This is especially important in climate resilience, where effective
planning and rapid response can save lives and protect communities,” Loreto added.

Through digital governance platforms, local governments can access and manage climate and
disaster-related data, enabling them to identify vulnerable communities, assess potential
hazards, and prioritize investments in resilient infrastructure and public services.

The use of ICT also improves coordination among government agencies during emergencies.
Real-time communication systems and integrated command centers allow national agencies,
local governments, emergency responders, and humanitarian organizations to share information
and mobilize resources more efficiently during disasters.

Loreto, however, pointed out certain gaps in data infrastructure, implementation, and integration,
hindering the ICT pathway from going where it needs to be.

“Funding and capacity at the local level are the greatest challenge in our digital climate future.
We cannot keep asking LGUs to implement national climate mandates on budgets that were not
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designed for this scope. The gap between what is mandated and what is resourced is where
implementation dies,” Loreto emphasized.

The Department of Information and Communications Technology (DICT) continues to advocate
for the use of digital technologies in governance as part of broader efforts to build resilient and
future-ready communities.

Programs that expand connectivity, strengthen digital literacy, and improve government
digitalization are seen as crucial investments in climate resilience.

President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr.’s mandate integrates the digital and climate agenda
through the integration of digital technology into climate change adaptation, disaster response,
and overall governance. This anchors climate resilience on data-driven and unified digital
frameworks to protect vulnerable communities.

National ICT Month 2026 is celebrated this June with the theme “Isang Dekadang Digital:
Konektado sa Puso at Serbisyo,” marking the 10th anniversary of the DICT.
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Warm, humid weather to prevail across PH on Thursday
By: Ma. Cristina Arayata

Most parts of the country will experience warm and humid weather and isolated rains on
Thursday, the weather bureau said.

No low pressure area is monitored for possible tropical cyclone formation, Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) weather
specialist Leanne Loreto said.

The southwest monsoon (habagat) is still affecting the western section of northern Luzon, and
will continue causing scattered rains and thunderstorms across llocos Region, Batanes, and
Babuyan Islands.

Moderate to heavy rains in those areas could result in flash floods or landslides.

The rest of the country will continue to experience isolated rain showers caused by localized
thunderstorms.

Highest forecast temperatures will reach up to 35 °C in Tuguegarao; and up to 34 °C in Metro
Manila and Legazpi City.

Meanwhile, moderate winds and moderate seas will prevail throughout northern Luzon.

Elsewhere, winds will be light to moderate with slight to moderate seas, PAGASA said.
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SUNSTAR

Climate risk mapping in Cebu nears completion
By: Claudine Flores

THE Cebu Provincial Government expects to complete its climate and disaster risk assessment
by July 2026, giving the Capitol a baseline for land use and development decisions meant to
reduce disaster impacts from climate hazards and earthquakes.

Elizar Sabinay Jr. of the Cebu Provincial Planning and Development Office (PPDO) said on
Wednesday, June 10, that they are 80 percent done with its Climate and Disaster Risk

Assessment (CDRA).

The remaining 20 percent of the work involves data analysis. The CDRA is a methodology
prescribed by the Department of Human Settlements and Urban Development (DHSUD).

“It's new because it talks about the impact of climate change, projection of the impact of climate
change and the disaster as well,” Sabinay said.

The assessment, he said, would guide future zoning and building parameters.

“With the CDRA, it will give you an idea, and identify which area needs for you to have a
settlement, which area you should avoid,” Sabinay said.

Baricuatro, for her part, said the Province would share the plan once it is complete.

The statement came after she was asked about the Province’s proactive measures if the “big
one” occurs in Cebu Province, following a Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology
(Phivolcs) warning in a media forum Tuesday, June 9.

Phivolcs warned that the Central Cebu Fault System, a “potentially active fault,” could generate
a magnitude 7.2 to 7.5 earthquake if triggered and cause Intensity 8 ground shaking in parts of
Cebu.

Planning tool

According to DHSUD, CDRA is a methodology used to understand and assess the potential
impacts of hazards on people and property.

CDRA goes beyond conventional risk assessment because it incorporates climate-related
hazards and projected impacts into hazard analysis.
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The United States Agency for International Development, through the Strengthening Urban
Resilience for Growth with Equity Project, worked with DHSUD to develop a CDRA training
module.

The training module contains instructions, references and templates for risk assessment. It was
designed to make the process more manageable for local government units that lack technical
expertise on CDRA.

According to DHSUD, the agency plans to convert the module into an online platform to make it
more accessible to local governments and other users.

Data gaps

The Province started the internal mapping project in September 2025.

Sabinay said the lack of a consolidated data repository delayed the province’s March 2026
completion target. Because of the missing central archive, the mapping team had to gather
information from state agencies one by one.

To speed up local rollout, the PPDO and the Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Office will conduct workshops for municipal and city governments under Cebu
Province from June 22 to 26. The training will group local government units into batches of 10.
The mapping outputs will be used to update the comprehensive land use plans of local
governments and the Provincial Development and Physical Framework Plan, which guides
Cebu Province’s annual investment and infrastructure budgets.

Land use

Sabinay said existing environmental maps have become obsolete because of erratic weather.
He cited the November 2025 flooding in Metro Cebu after Typhoon Tino brought heavy rain to
Cebu Province, including 183 millimeters from Nov. 3 to 4 and up to 300 millimeters in parts of
eastern Cebu over three days, affecting areas that were not marked flood-prone in a 2023
Department of Environment and Natural Resources map.

“That DENR map would no longer be used as valid,” Sabinay said.

While earlier initiatives such as the local climate change action plan focused on post-disaster
action plans and sector interviews, Sabinay said CDRA uses datasets to project future risks
over a 10- to 12-year period.

“With CDRA, it's really assessing the impact of climate change and the disasters either currently

happening or projected that will happen in Cebu,” Sabinay said.
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Cebu Province is the first province in Central Visayas to near completion of the assessment,
Sabinay said, while Bohol has started its work.

The initiative is handled by an in-house team of provincial engineers and architects to avoid
costly outsourcing fees.

“Right now, we’re doing it,” Sabinay said. “If we outsource it, that costs a lot.”

Of the 50 component cities and municipalities under Cebu Province, only 24 have updated or
approved land use plans.

Sabinay said the Province is incorporating CDRA into the ongoing planning revisions of the
remaining 26 local governments to ensure compliance with zoning restrictions, including limits

on private developments in no-build zones.

The official said natural hazards cannot be stopped, but resulting human disasters can be
prevented through planning compliance.

“That can be prevented by just having and following what is mentioned in the CDRA,” he said.
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Climate change-fuelled storm decimated world's rarest great ape: study

Climate change-fuelled landslides wiped out nearly one in ten of the world's rarest great ape
species on Indonesia's Sumatra island, scientists said Wednesday.

A single weather event last November pushed the Tapanuli orangutan -- of which there are
fewer than 800 left in the wild -- even closer to extinction, according to a study published in the
science journal Current Biology.

An estimated 58 Tapanuli orangutans died as a result of mudslides triggered by heavy rains
during Cyclone Senyar -- about 11 percent of the total living in the region, or seven percent of
the estimated overall wild population.

The flooding killed more than 1,000 people.

Only scientifically classified as a species in 2017, Tpanulis are incredibly rare, confined to a
small range in Sumatra.

"This level of loss is substantial for a species with such a small total population," said Erik
Meijaard, chief scientist at Borneo Futures, a conservation initiative.

The floods also wiped out sources of Tapanuli food and shelter.

Scientists analyzed satellite evidence of landslide scars in the Batang Toru Ecosystem -- home
to the largest remaining population of the apes.

They found that about 8,300 hectares of forest -- more than 11 percent of the area -- were
affected.

The lost forest area was overlaid with orangutan density maps to come up with an estimate of
population loss.

"The loss of an estimated 58 Tapanuli orangutans to a single climate-induced landslide event is
a devastating demographic shock to the world's rarest great ape," said researcher Jatna

Supriatna of Indonesia University.

Environmentalists have long campaigned against industrial activity in Batang Toru, particularly a
hydroelectric dam and gold mine.

The highland homes inhabited by Tapanulis are not their preferred habitat, but it is where
remaining orangutans have been pushed by human development elsewhere.
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"To prevent the first modern extinction of a great ape species, Indonesia must permanently
protect the Batang Toru ecosystem," Jatna said.

"But our international partners must also meet their global commitments by providing immediate
biodiversity-recovery financing."

Sumatra lost 4.4 million hectares of forest -- an area larger than Switzerland -- between 2001

and 2024, making hillylandscapesmore vulnerable to landslides, the conservation group Mighty
Earth said in February.
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AboitizPower, Climate Change Commission Forge Alliance for Climate-Smart Energy
Future

Aboitiz Power Corporation (AboitizPower) and the Climate Change Commission (CCC) have
strengthened efforts to advance the country’s clean energy transition through a landmark
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) focused on research, knowledge sharing, and
climate-responsive policymaking.

The partnership establishes a long-term framework for collaboration on energy and climate
policy research, capacity-building initiatives, and data-driven strategies that support both climate
change mitigation and adaptation in the Philippine power sector.Philippines Government News

By combining the private sector’s operational expertise with the government’s climate agenda,
the alliance aims to help accelerate the country’s journey toward a more resilient, sustainable,
and climate-smart future. The collaboration will also support the implementation of key priorities
under the National Climate Change Action Plan.

The MOU was signed by CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert Borje and
AboitizPower First Vice President for External Relations Jason Magnaye. Witnessing the signing
were Raul Victor Tan and Romell Antonio Cuenca.

The signing ceremony was held at Mapua University and coincided with the latest rollout of
Power Systems 101, a specialized training program jointly developed with the university.
Designed to bridge the gap between energy policy concepts and the operational realities of the
Philippine power industry, the two-day program has successfully equipped policymakers and
stakeholders with industry insights since its launch in 2025.

Through this strategic collaboration, AboitizPower and the CCC aim to foster stronger dialogue

between government, industry, and academia—helping shape practical, evidence-based
solutions for the country’s evolving energy and climate challenges.
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MANILA STANDARD
CLIMATE PRIORITIES.

Department of Economy, Planning, and Development (DEPDev) Secretary Arsenio Balisacan
meets with Climate Change Commission (CCC) vice-chairperson and executive director Robert
Borje on June 9, 2026 to discuss key climate and development priorities. Balisacan and Borje
tackled the Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), the country’s roadmap for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions and strengthening climate action. They also discussed strategies to
accelerate its implementation across key sectors and align national policies with climate targets.

@ depdev.gov.ph @O @DEPDevgovph
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