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ABS CBN 
 
El Nino threatens livelihoods in Southeast Asia 
By: Deutsche Welle and David Hutt 
 
Southeast Asia is bracing for an extreme El Nino weather pattern as households and 
governments in the region are struggling to respond to higher energy, transport and food bills 
linked to the Iran war. 
 
ATENEO DE MANILA  
 
Bottom-up approaches for climate attribution centered in second MCR-Ateneo Climate 
Research webinar 
By: Almia Tumaneng and Rhys Romano 
 
The My Climate Risk – Ateneo de Manila University (MCR-Ateneo), hosted by the Ateneo 
Institute of Sustainability (AIS), organized the second session of the 2026 iteration of the 
“Climate Research ‘As If People Mattered’" webinar series. The session was titled “Integrating 
Bottom-Up Approaches into Climate Attribution: Evidence from Amazonia and the Pantanal” 
with speaker Dr Maria Barbosa, Wildfire Scientist at the UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology. 
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Held on World Environment Day, the session served as a meaningful space to reflect on the 
state of our common home. Mr Daniel C Ratilla, Program Head for Climate Disaster and 
Resilience of the Ateneo Institute of Sustainability and Focal Point of MCR-Ateneo Hub, served 
as the moderator of the session. 
 
CLIMATE HOME NEWS  
 
UN’s first Paris Agreement carbon credits face human rights and climate concerns 
By: Matteo Civillini 
 
Civil society groups allege the cookstove project in Myanmar exaggerated its climate impact 
while maintaining ties with military junta 
 
GREENPEACE 
 
How a ‘super’ El Niño risks worsening extreme weather in a climate changed world  
By: Aaron Gray-Block 
 
It’s official: an El Niño has been confirmed and with it, expectations of another record hot-year – 
most likely in 2027 – and bringing with it the anticipation of extreme weather impacts and 
disruptions to global food production. 
 
INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS  
 
More Coral Reefs May Survive Climate Change Than Scientists Once Thought 
By: Teresa Tomassoni 
 
A new global analysis maps reefs with the greatest potential to withstand warmer temperatures, 
strengthening calls for their protection. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Fair Tuesday weather with afternoon rain showers likely – Pagasa 
By: Isabelle Pechay  
 
MANILA, Philippines — Fair weather is expected to prevail nationwide on Tuesday, with isolated 
rain showers and thunderstorms likely to develop later in the day, according to the state weather 
bureau. 
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PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
PAGASA launches ‘PANaHON’ app for timely weather alerts 
By: Josiah Antonio 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services 
Administration has launched a new app that can give timely weather alerts to users. 
 
40,000 plastic bottles transformed into art across Visayas 
 
MANILA, Philippines — SM Supermalls in the Visayas continues to champion creativity, 
sustainability and community engagement through Art from All 2026, a region-wide campaign 
that transforms recycled materials into inspiring works of art while promoting environmental 
awareness and cultural appreciation. 
 
THE GUARDIAN 
 
BoM forecasts strong El Niño and warns climate change could amplify effects on 
Australia 
 
El Niño events linked with extreme weather around the world – and can increase risk of 
bushfires in Australia and coral bleaching on Great Barrier Reef 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ABS CBN 
 
El Nino threatens livelihoods in Southeast Asia 
By: Deutsche Welle and David Hutt 
 
Southeast Asia is bracing for an extreme El Nino weather pattern as households and 
governments in the region are struggling to respond to higher energy, transport and food bills 
linked to the Iran war. 
 
The UN weather agency, the World Meteorological Organization, expects the El Nino conditions 
to emerge before August and continue until at least November. This means surface waters in 
large parts of the Pacific Ocean will warm up more than usual, and a disruption in the usual 
east-to-west wind pattern is likely to bring more heat to central and eastern Pacific. 
 
Southeast Asia is entering the months when monsoon rains usually replenish water reservoirs, 
cool overheated cities and inundate the fields ahead of the next planting season. However, if the 
rains arrive late or are weaker than normal, farmers may delay planting, reduce acreage or 
switch away from water-intensive crops. 
 
"Southeast Asia's agricultural sector is exceptionally vulnerable to a new El Nino shock, given 
that its two primary commodities, rice and palm oil, are highly concentrated and uniquely 
sensitive to climate anomalies," Jason Lee, chair of the Global Heat Health Information 
Network's Southeast Asia Hub, told DW. 
 
"This extreme exposure means that what begins as a localized, farm-level shock can rapidly 
spill over into a broader, systemic food-price and inflation crisis across the region." 
 
Weather pattern El Nino is here and could reach historic intensity  
 
Rice, palm oil and the inflation risk 
 
For Southeast Asian nations, rice crops are the biggest political risk. It is the region's staple 
food, closely tied to rural livelihoods and likely to trigger public anger if its prices rise. 
 
Rice is likely to be the most affected staple crop due to reduced rainfall and increased heat 
stress, Paul Teng, a visiting senior fellow in the ISEAS–Yusof Ishak Institute's Climate Change 
in Southeast Asia Program, told DW. 
 
"In the rain-fed rice areas, there will likely be higher incidence of localized droughts and in the 
irrigated rice areas there will likely be water stress due to lower reservoir and irrigation levels," 
Teng said, noting that the most vulnerable countries are Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia 
and Cambodia. 
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The region could see a 2%–8% reduction in rice output compared with a normal year, with 
larger local losses in drought-prone areas, he added. 
 
Palm oil is the other major concern, especially in Indonesia and Malaysia, which together 
account for around 85% of the world's supply. 
 
"Palm oil is sensitive to the expected temperature rises, but unlike rice, the impacts may be felt 
six to 12 months later from reduced fresh fruit bunch formation and oil extraction rates," Teng 
said. 
 
Fertilizer and gas costs have risen sharply due to the ongoing war in Iran, and an extreme El 
Nino would drive prices even higher, analysts have warned. This has also already led to higher 
food prices across the region. 
 
Markets often react not only to shortages, but also to fear of shortages, pushing prices up 
before harvest losses are fully known, Lee noted. 
 
"This leaves central banks on high alert, forcing them to maintain elevated interest rates to 
combat sticky, food-driven inflation at the exact moment that regional businesses face higher 
borrowing costs and government budgets are already strained by needed subsidies and soaring 
energy bills," he added. 
 
Economic storms brewing 
Several Southeast Asian governments have already turned to coal to compensate for energy 
shortages and introduced subsidies on food and basic services. 
 
And the Asian Development Bank has cut its 2026 growth forecast for developing Asia and the 
Pacific from 5.1% to 4.7%, with much of the blame placed on the Iran war. 
 
PAGASA urges public to prepare for El Niño 
Inflation in the Philippines remained above target in May at 6.8%, while Vietnam's annual 
inflation rate rose to 5.6%. Indonesia's headline rate is lower, but a 32% rise in some 
non-subsidized fuels has added to cost-of-living concerns and put pressure on subsidies. 
 
The economic impact is also not likely to stop at farms or dinner tables. Temperatures above 40 
degrees Celsius (104 Fahrenheit) would also hit the region's vital tourism sector. 
 
A dry spell could also ignite agricultural and peatland fires in haze-producing hot spots like 
northern Thailand and the Indonesian territories of Sumatra and Kalimantan. 
 
"A big El Nino will increase the likelihood of serious transboundary haze. This will increase 
hardship among the populations, where public health risks are heightened among other societal 
issues," Helena Varkkey, associate professor of political ecology at Universiti Malaya, told DW. 
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Haze also tends to test regional diplomacy. Governments are often reluctant to restrict 
plantation activity too aggressively when farmers and companies are already under pressure 
from high input costs. 
 
"Similar to when the COVID-19 pandemic coincided with haze events, governments may have a 
hard time balancing between economic and social priorities," Varkkey added. 
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ATENEO DE MANILA  
 
Bottom-up approaches for climate attribution centered in second MCR-Ateneo Climate 
Research webinar 
By: Almia Tumaneng and Rhys Romano 
 
The My Climate Risk – Ateneo de Manila University (MCR-Ateneo), hosted by the Ateneo 
Institute of Sustainability (AIS), organized the second session of the 2026 iteration of the 
“Climate Research ‘As If People Mattered’" webinar series. The session was titled “Integrating 
Bottom-Up Approaches into Climate Attribution: Evidence from Amazonia and the Pantanal” 
with speaker Dr Maria Barbosa, Wildfire Scientist at the UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology. 
Held on World Environment Day, the session served as a meaningful space to reflect on the 
state of our common home. Mr Daniel C Ratilla, Program Head for Climate Disaster and 
Resilience of the Ateneo Institute of Sustainability and Focal Point of MCR-Ateneo Hub, served 
as the moderator of the session. 
 
Dr Ma Laurice Jamero, Resilience Coordinator of the Klima Laboratory and Collaborator of the 
MCR-Ateneo, delivered the opening remarks. She emphasized the importance of indigenous 
and local knowledge in the study of climate change, and raised the topic to not only be 
considered as a technical issue but also a matter of equity and justice.  
 
Dr Barbosa opened the discussion by contextualizing the negative consequences brought by 
the 2024 fire season in the Amazonia and Pantanal, two of Brazil’s biomes and among the most 
environmentally critical on the planet. She explained how this led to forest loss, poor air quality, 
food shortages, water pollution, negative health impacts, and disproportional impacts on 
Indigenous and traditional communities in the Amazonia and Pantanal. 
 
In discussing attribution analysis, or investigating the footprint of climate change on a particular 
event, Dr Barbosa introduced the ConFLAME Model which simulated the interactions between 
different variables to predict the monthly burned area of the locations. To gain deeper insight, 
she further contextualized the methodology by introducing community knowledge as a source of 
valuable information in tracking the evolution of the fire season over the years in the Amazonia 
and Pantanal, and as a means to validate the model’s approach. Integrating community 
knowledge involved workshops for three main stakeholder groups in the discussion: volunteer 
firefighters, indigenous communities in Amazonia, and a multistakeholder group composed of 
indigenous leaders, fire brigade members, researchers, civil society organizations, and 
policymakers. Dr Barbosa shared that the workshops involved each of the three stakeholder 
groups to allow for continuous communication between researchers and stakeholders, and to 
provide space for these stakeholders to provide iterative feedback.  
 
In congruence with the validation of the model and variables by the multistakeholder workshops, 
Dr Barbosa defined the approach for the final model as interactions between a series of 
explanatory variables specific to Amazonia and Pantanal. This final model showed that the 2024 
burned area was two times larger in Amazonia and 3.5 times larger in Pantanal due to 
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anthropogenic climate change, with 1.5 times higher likelihood in Amazonia and seven times 
higher likelihood in Pantanal. 
 
To conclude, Dr Barbosa reiterated the inadequacy of the impacts that scientists are making in 
this field, with issues in research visibility. She emphasizes that discussions of research results 
and findings often lack traction, thus the impacts of scientists’ research fall short in achieving 
concrete results. She also reinforces the importance of conducting research with the 
communities rather than simply for the communities, where researchers should find value in 
learning from the communities to better contextualize research findings, as well as seeing them 
as having agency in their own right. 
 
Following the plenary, the Open Forum allowed Dr Barbosa to share her perspective on local 
wildfire support and research funding, and the perceived saliency of wildfires. She underscored 
the need to professionalize firefighting in the biomes, given the voluntary nature of the brigades, 
and prevention and management for vegetated areas, and stressed the importance of 
simplifying bureaucratic financial processes to increase the accessibility of funding directly to 
local communities. Most notably, she stated her belief that wildfires will soon be recognized 
within the mainstream loss and damage framework, but that the scientific community also still 
needs to further develop research on wildfires and related climate events while making the 
results more accessible to local communities. 
 
To close the session, Mr Reginald Rex Barrer, Lecturer at the Ateneo School of Government, 
synthesized the seminar by highlighting the value of indigenous knowledge in bottom-up 
approaches to combat climate change while reflectively noting a different perspective on fire as 
a tool of care and early onset technology rather than as an element of destruction.  
 
The session was attended by participants from the Philippines, Burkina Faso, Qatar, and the 
United Kingdom, among others. This webinar is part of the 2026 iteration of the “Climate 
Research ‘As If People Mattered’” webinar series, and was its second session. The series 
occurred from May to June 2026. Information on other similar events by MCR-Ateneo can be 
accessed here. 
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CLIMATE HOME NEWS  
 
UN’s first Paris Agreement carbon credits face human rights and climate concerns 
By: Matteo Civillini 
 
Civil society groups allege the cookstove project in Myanmar exaggerated its climate impact 
while maintaining ties with military junta 
 
Civil society groups have called for an investigation into the first carbon credits approved under 
a new UN mechanism, alleging that the project is linked to Myanmar’s military junta - which the 
UN says is guilty of human rights abuses - and has “massively” overstated its climate impact.  
 
The programme, which aims to cut emissions by distributing efficient cookstoves across 
Myanmar, received approval to issue around 650,000 carbon credits from the Article 6.4 
Supervisory Body in February, in a landmark moment for the Paris Agreement's carbon market. 
Only two projects have been given the green light by the mechanism's regulator so far. 
 
But two reports published last week, led by the Global Forest Coalition and Brussels-based 
NGO Carbon Market Watch, raised serious concerns about the project's implementation in 
conflict zones where civilians have faced airstrikes and mass displacement as well as its 
emission-reduction calculations. 
 
Project continued after military coup 
Myanmar has been ravaged by a brutal civil war since the country’s military overthrew the 
democratically elected government in a coup d'état in February 2021. The military regime has 
attacked civilian populations, persecuted ethnic minorities and committed widespread sexual 
violence, among other serious human rights violations, the UN Special Rapporteur on the 
situation of human rights in Myanmar said in April. 
 
The cookstove programme started in 2018 under the previous UN-run carbon offsetting scheme 
- the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) - as a partnership between Myanmar’s Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation (MONREC) and the Climate Change 
Center (CCC), a South Korean NGO, with investment from private South Korean firms. 
 
The project continued operating after the coup. For most of the period between 2021 and 2022 
in which the issued credits were generated, MONREC was led by Colonel Khin Maung Yi, who 
was sanctioned by the European Union in 2021 for supporting the military regime, the Global 
Forest Coalition report said. 
 
CCC acknowledged engaging with government authorities after the coup but said this "should 
not be interpreted as political endorsement" of the junta. The South Korean NGO added that 
abandoning the programme when political circumstances changed "would not necessarily have 
been the most responsible outcome for the households involved”. 
 

 
9 

https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/06/15/uns-first-paris-agreement-carbon-credits-face-human-rights-and-climate-concerns/


 

Conflict prevents on the ground verification 
 
The Global Forest Coalition report raised particular concerns about the project’s implementation 
in Myanmar's central Dry Zone, including Sagaing Region, an anti-junta resistance stronghold 
that has been most heavily affected by the conflict and routinely targeted by airstrikes and 
violent attacks. The region accounts for more than a third of Myanmar's 3.8 million internally 
displaced people. 
 
The NGOs said that, in addition to ethical concerns about carbon credits being produced by the 
military government in an area actively affected by its attacks, this raises questions over the 
ability to effectively verify the climate integrity of the projects. 
 
Before carbon credits are issued, external auditors need to validate the claims made by project 
developers and confirm that the emission reductions claimed are correct. This process usually 
includes site visits to a representative sample of households to check how the improved 
cookstoves are being used.  
 
But, because of the “volatile political situation” in Myanmar, the auditing team was not able to 
leave the capital Yangon and could only speak to project participants remotely via Zoom, project 
documents show.  
 
“Due to ongoing armed conflict on the ground, the data currently used to justify carbon credit 
issuance in Sagaing by the Burmese military junta is unverifiable and highly likely fraudulent,” 
said Zaw Tuseng, founder and president of the Myanmar Policy Institute, which contributed to 
the report, in a written statement. “This demands an immediate suspension of credit transfers 
until a neutral, conflict-sensitive audit can be conducted.” 
 
"Exceptional circumstances" 
CCC told Climate Home News that, although it recognises that on-site verification is “generally 
preferable, particularly in complex operating environments”, the decision to opt for remote 
controls was not taken “as a discretionary shortcut, but as an approved alternative under 
exceptional circumstances”. 
 
The South Korean NGO added that it reviewed the feasibility of the project at community level 
“on an ongoing basis” and it “did not identify conflict-related incidents that directly affected 
project implementation activities in participating communities during the monitoring period”. 
 
A spokesperson for the UN climate change body told Climate Home News that, when site 
access is not possible, the UN carbon credit mechanism allows for “alternative verification 
approaches while still maintaining conservative assumptions and environmental integrity 
safeguards”. “These provisions ensure that crediting can only proceed where evidence is 
reliable,” they added.  
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Contested methodology 
 
Carbon markets are seen as an important channel to raise money to help low-income 
communities in developing countries switch to less polluting cooking methods, both reducing 
CO2 emissions and improving air quality. But several cookstove offsetting projects have faced 
criticism from researchers and campaigners who argue that climate benefits are often 
exaggerated and weak monitoring can undermine claims of real emission reductions. 
 
The project in Myanmar uses a contested methodology developed under the earlier Kyoto 
Protocol that was rejected last year by The Integrity Council for the Voluntary Carbon Market 
(ICVCM), a watchdog that issues quality labels to carbon credit types, because it found it 
“insufficiently rigorous”. 
 
EU carbon credits could supercharge world’s clean cooking push, France says 
 
After transitioning from the CDM to the new mechanism, the project was required to apply “more 
conservative” assumptions to calculate emission reductions, which resulted in 40% fewer credits 
being issued, according to the UN climate change body. 
 
“The result is consistent with environmental integrity requirements and ensures that each 
credited tonne genuinely represents a tonne reduced and contributes to the goals of the Paris 
Agreement,” Mkhuthazi Steleki, the South African chair of the Article 6.4 Supervisory Body, 
which oversees the mechanism, said in February.  
 
Too many credits issued 
 
But Carbon Market Watch claimed in a second report last week that, despite the adjustment, the 
project is still likely to issue seven times more credits than its real climate impact justifies, 
comparing its calculations with values from peer-reviewed scientific literature. 
 
The biggest driver of the credit inflation, the group said, is the failure to account for "stacking" - 
the widespread practice of households using multiple stoves at the same time, including more 
polluting ones the project does not monitor.  
 
Carbon Market Watch said that peer-reviewed science considers a stacking rate of 68% a 
conservative assumption, while the UN told Climate Home News that Myanmar project had 
applied lower stacking rates of 8% and 10% based on the results of surveys with a sample of 
households. 
 
CCC disputed the Carbon Market Watch findings. In a written response to Climate Home News, 
it said the project was developed under methodologies approved within the UN climate 
framework and that external recalculations by researchers are not “determinative of the level of 
crediting achieved”. 
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The credits are expected to be used primarily by major South Korean polluters to meet 
obligations under the country’s emissions trading system - a move that will also enable the 
government to count those units toward emissions reduction targets in its nationally determined 
contribution (NDC), the UN climate body told Climate Home News. 
 
Myanmar will use the remaining credits to achieve in part the goals of its own national climate 
plan under the Paris Agreement. 
 
“Over-crediting, at any magnitude, cannot be compatible with the climate ambition of a world 
striving to limit global warming to 1.5ºC,” said Isa Mulder, an expert at Carbon Market Watch. 
 
An earlier version of this article included a claim from the Carbon Market Watch report that the 
project's methodology does not account for stacking rates. We have corrected the article to 
reflect that the project has applied stacking rates when calculating climate benefits. 
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GREENPEACE 
 
How a ‘super’ El Niño risks worsening extreme weather in a climate changed world  
By: Aaron Gray-Block 
 
It’s official: an El Niño has been confirmed and with it, expectations of another record hot-year – 
most likely in 2027 – and bringing with it the anticipation of extreme weather impacts and 
disruptions to global food production. 
 
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has said there is a chance a 
“very strong” El Niño could form – the first since 2016, adding to growing concerns for the 
impacts the natural weather phenomenon might cause on an already warmer planet. 
 
After the past 11 years have been the world’s warmest on record due to climate change, this 
year’s El Niño could become one of the strongest ever recorded and temporarily push the 
average global temperature above the 1.5°C limit adopted in the Paris Agreement. 
 
The confirmation of an El Niño came as scientists declared in the annual Indicators of Global 
Climate Change that our climate is heating at an all-time high of around 0.27°C per decade, 
driven primarily by record-high greenhouse gas levels, mainly from the burning of fossil fuels. 
 
They added, in a report presented at the 2026 Bonn Climate Change Conference, that there are 
around three years remaining of the 1.5°C carbon budget and the 1.5°C temperature threshold 
could be exceeded on a longer-term basis by 2030 as the Earth is getting hotter, faster. 
 
This means that in the short-term an El Niño will likely lead to another spike in global 
temperatures and on a longer-term basis, human-induced global warming is worsening and 
progressively destabilising our Earth systems. That’s the bad news. 
 
Climate policies and renewable energy could reduce global heating 
But there is good news – and bear with me because it is technical: while describing a new set of 
global emission scenarios, academics recently decided their worst-case scenario of global 
heating is now considered ‘implausible’. 
 
In fact, emissions in the new high scenario are lower than the previous high scenarios, 
effectively retiring the scenario in which global temperatures could rise by about 4.5°C by the 
end of the century. This change is thanks to pro-climate policy choices from governments and 
the massive expansion in renewable energy since the Paris Agreement was reached in 2015.  
 
Instead of welcoming this news, however, the world’s chief climate denialist, US President 
Donald Trump, argued the scientists had been WRONG! WRONG! WRONG. This is not the first 
time Trump has misrepresented climate science, but it was nevertheless picked up by 
conservative media outlets and used to undermine climate science. 
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Other media, however, conducted a fact-check and exposed Trump’s mischaracterisation of the 
data because it’s important to understand this worst-case scenario was never the only projected 
pathway.  
 
Scientists have actually been using a range of scenarios in models to understand what might 
happen to our climate in the future – based mainly on how much greenhouse gases are emitted 
from the burning of coal, oil and gas. 
 
So ‘retiring’ the worst-case scenario was good news and confirmed that the clean energy 
transition is leading to lower projected global greenhouse gas emissions and a reduction in the 
projected temperature increase. But it also came with a warning: the most optimistic scenario for 
the 21st Century was also ‘retired’ and we cannot rule out extreme warming. 
 
Positive political signals starting to emerge 
The UNEP warned last year we are still headed for average warming of 2.3 to 2.5°C by 2100 
and the latest round of government climate action plans (NDCs) submitted for the COP30 UN 
climate talks in Brazil last year failed to bridge the 1.5°C ambition gap. 
 
These NDCs combined would only lead to a 12% cut in global GHG emissions by 2035, 
woefully short of the 60% global reduction needed, compared to 2019 levels.  
 
After COP30 failed to agree on a roadmap to transition away from fossil fuels despite wide 
support, 57 countries met in Santa Marta, Colombia, in April 2026 to explicitly discuss how to 
end fossil fuel usage, signalling a clear political shift and hopes of further change.  
 
It’s a shift that’s been given a strong impetus by the global energy supply shock sparked by the 
war on Iran, which is inadvertently “supercharging” the world’s renewables boom. 
 
Swifter action is needed, however, as the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) said global 
temperatures are set to stay at or near record levels in the next five years, while May 2026  
became the second warmest on record according to Copernicus Climate Change Service.  
 
The impacts of an El Niño: extreme weather and agricultural risks 
While climate change is making extreme weather events more frequent and severe, the 
development of the El Niño can further destabilise an already volatile atmospheric system. 
 
An El Niño often leads to increased rainfall in parts of southern South America, the southern 
US, parts of the Horn of Africa and central Asia, but drier conditions over Central America, 
northern South America, the Caribbean, Australia, Indonesia and parts of southern Asia. 
 
Although an El Niño is notoriously complex, in the words of UN Secretary-General Guterres, it 
can pour fuel on the fire of a warming world and lead to severe and unpredictable weather. 
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The onset of drought during the El Niño is another risk, impacting agriculture and raising 
concerns of failed rains, dying crops and rising food prices. The UN’s Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) warns of risks in the Sahel, Southern Africa, Central America and the 
Caribbean, in addition to agricultural drought risk across South and Southeast Asia. 
 
Ocean warming and an Earth energy imbalance 
NOAA’s declaration of an El Niño came after the UN’s third World Ocean Assessment (WOA) –  
found that our ocean is also under mounting stress from overexploitation, pollution and the 
accelerating impacts of climate change. 
 
The WOA reports that the ocean has already absorbed over 90% of the excess heat and 30% of 
the carbon dioxide released by the burning of fossil fuels. Alarmingly, however, about 16% of the 
total increase in ocean heat content since 1955 has occurred since 2018 as surplus heat 
continues to get stored in the ocean. 
 
Ultimately, the WOA report suggests global heating is worsening as that and other data start to 
raise concerns about whether climate change is potentially accelerating – an issue discussed at 
the UN talks in Bonn at the presentation of the Indicators of Global Climate Change (IGCC).  
 
The data presented about the Earth’s Energy Imbalance (EEI) – which measures how fast heat 
is accumulating in the climate system – shows this imbalance has more than doubled in recent 
decades and is a key factor behind the unprecedented high rate of global warming. 
 
If emission levels continue increasing, this imbalance is expected to become even more 
lopsided and average temperatures will continue rising. 
 
IPCC next assessment cycle and need for science-informed action plans 
The IGCC data gives us a timely insight into climatic changes as we wait for the next reporting 
cycle from the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), which will meet in 
October 2026 to decide when its 7th Assessment Report (AR7) will be finalised. 
 
At the past five IPCC meetings, countries have been deadlocked over a timeline for this critical 
three-part assessment report. It’s a deceptively important decision that will determine whether 
the AR7 will be finished by mid-2028 to inform the second Global Stocktake (GST2) of climate 
action. 
 
It’s absolutely vital that the next round of government climate targets are informed by the latest 
IPCC reports. Any delay to the AR7 timeline would be like postponing a critical diagnosis. As 
our climate’s stability rapidly deteriorates, the treatment becomes harder and more expensive. 
 
At the first global stocktake, at COP28 in Dubai in 2023, the world agreed to transition away 
from fossil fuels and to end deforestation and forest degradation by 2030. These momentous 
decisions are now the central element in our efforts to limit global warming to 1.5°C. 
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But government action is still dangerously misaligned with the urgency required, threatening the 
existence of climate vulnerable states such as those in the Pacific and exposing millions around 
the world to the harms of escalating climate impacts.  
 
In Bonn and elsewhere, we’ve also witnessed attempts to undermine the scientific basis of 
action. This is despite the International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion and a subsequent UN 
resolution calling on governments to align their policies with their legal obligations to limit global 
warming to 1.5°C. 
 
Speaking after Greenpeace Australia Pacific published a report outlining a Pacific-led vision for 
the just transition away from fossil fuels, Tina Stege, Climate Envoy for the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, said at a press conference in Bonn: “Despite legal and scientific proof, 1.5°C is 
being questioned and science is under attack.” She added that “suggestions that we can adapt 
to 3°C are tantamount to declaring the Pacific a sacrifice zone.” 
 
It’s a reality check we need to hear, especially as we witness escalating temperatures and now 
a looming El Niño as our climate edges closer to a 1.5°C exceedance. What matters now is 
what we do today and tomorrow because no level of warming is safe. 
 
It’s mission critical that we defend the emerging political momentum for a just transition and 
forest protection to give us the best chance of limiting global heating. That involves the 
development of national fossil fuel phase out roadmaps as part of fair, fast and funded transition 
plans that protect people and build long-term climate and energy stability.  
 
While we cannot reverse decades of GHG emissions, prevent the formation of an El Niño or 
future warming, we can help ensure our children have a more stable climate in future. As we 
enter this supercharged moment and face its unpredictable impacts, we must act with the 
urgency required for both people and planet – our climate depends on it. 
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INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS  
 
More Coral Reefs May Survive Climate Change Than Scientists Once Thought 
By: Teresa Tomassoni 
 
A new global analysis maps reefs with the greatest potential to withstand warmer temperatures, 
strengthening calls for their protection. 
 
For years, the outlook for coral reefs has been increasingly bleak. Mass coral bleaching events 
caused by severe marine heatwaves have fueled repeated warnings that reefs are rapidly on an 
irreversible path of decline. But new research is challenging that narrative. 
 
In a landmark study unveiled Tuesday, scientists have identified more than 64,000 square miles 
of coral reefs they believe have the potential to endure future warming. Spanning 71 countries 
and 100 territories, these resilient reefs make up roughly a third of the world’s reef systems.  
 
“Coral reefs are often framed as ecosystems beyond saving,” said Emily Darling, a co-author of 
the study and director of coral reefs at the Wildlife Conservation Society. “Our research shows 
that there are three times more reefs that may be capable of surviving the climate crisis than 
previously thought.” 
 
The research, known as the 50 Reefs+ study, includes a scientific paper and a detailed global 
map of some of the world’s most resilient reefs, created by SkyTruth, a technology nonprofit that 
uses satellite imagery and artificial intelligence to track environmental threats and protect 
biodiversity.  
 
Using data from more than 45,000 coral field observations collected between 1960 and 2025, 
along with climate, oceanographic and human-impact data, researchers from the Wildlife 
Conservation Society and Macquarie University have produced the most detailed global 
assessment yet of coral reefs that show signs of being able to avoid, resist or recuperate from 
heat stress and other climate-related disturbances like cyclones. 
 
“This is an important and encouraging contribution that reinforces our growing recognition that 
coral reef futures are not binary and that opportunities remain to identify and protect places 
where corals are most likely to survive and recover,” said Anne Cohen, a tenured scientist at the 
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, who was not involved in the 50 Reefs+ study.  
 
The study builds on the original 50 Reefs assessment published in 2018, which provided the 
first overview of coral reefs most likely to withstand climate change. That initiative helped secure 
more than $100 million in funding dedicated to conserving these precious ecosystems.  
 
The new analysis includes climate-resilient reefs across 30 additional countries and 54 
territories and jurisdictions, highlighting a much broader range of reefs that can endure future 
warming. 
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More than half of these are concentrated in just five countries: Australia, the Bahamas, Cuba, 
Indonesia and the Philippines. Researchers also located areas of resilience in Belize, Panama 
and the Turks and Caicos Islands that were not captured in the original assessment.  
 
In the Turks and Caicos Islands, the findings were met with both optimism and caution from 
Alizee Zimmermann, executive director of the Turks and Caicos Reef Fund, a non-government 
organization that works to protect the British overseas territory’s coral reefs.  
 
“The narrative that Caribbean reefs are simply ‘dead’ is inaccurate and can be harmful to 
progress on reef restoration and protection initiatives in the region,” she said. “However, it would 
be equally disingenuous to say that they are thriving.” 
 
Over the last few decades, Caribbean reefs have been devastated by heat stress, disease and 
increasing pressures from coastal development, boating and tourism. Despite these challenges, 
Zimmermann said, many reefs in Turks and Caicos continue to support diverse fish 
communities and show signs of recruiting new coral larvae.  
 
Still, she said, there is a significant lack of long-term data about coral reefs there, which makes 
her curious to know how the study concluded Turks and Caicos hosts climate-resilient reefs.  
 
“Knowing how data deficient our historic monitoring and datasets makes me cautious of such a 
broad claim,” she said. “I would be interested in having more information on the surveys 
conducted and ground-truth the predictions made in this study so that we can use them to drive 
meaningful conservation action.” 
 
The study’s findings were presented at the Our Ocean Conference in Kenya, a global summit 
aimed at bringing together governments, scientists, conservation groups and business leaders 
to advance ocean protection efforts. The conference, being held June 16-18 in the coastal city 
of Mombasa, is expected to generate new commitments on marine conservation, sustainable 
fisheries and climate resilience, including those aimed at protecting climate resilient reefs. 
 
Just 28 percent of the climate-resilient reefs identified in the study fall within protected or 
conserved areas, according to the study. That leaves about 46,000 square miles of vulnerable 
ecosystems without formal safeguards from threats like water pollution from sewage, agricultural 
runoff and sediment loss, destructive and unsustainable fishing practices and poorly managed 
tourism and coastal development projects.  
 
Now, the study’s authors are calling on governments to prioritize the protection of these reefs in 
national strategies aimed at tackling climate change and biodiversity loss, including efforts to 
meet the “30 by 30” target under the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework. The 
agreement, adopted by nearly 200 countries in 2022, calls for conserving at least 30 percent of 
the world’s land, inland waters and oceans by 2030. 
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“They can combine these global predictions with their own data, local knowledge and priorities 
to inform their decisions,” said Joseph Maina, a co-author of the study and associate professor 
at Macquarie University in New South Wales, Australia. 
 
The Wildlife Conservation Society has already begun to work with individual countries to use the 
new data to “drive real conservation commitments,” Darling said.  
 
On Tuesday, she said, Kenya signed the first high-level global commitment to protect 
climate-resilient coral reefs, joining more than a dozen other governments who have already 
pledged to use this type of science to determine which reefs to prioritize in future conservation 
efforts. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Fair Tuesday weather with afternoon rain showers likely – Pagasa 
By: Isabelle Pechay  
 
MANILA, Philippines — Fair weather is expected to prevail nationwide on Tuesday, with isolated 
rain showers and thunderstorms likely to develop later in the day, according to the state weather 
bureau. 
 
In its latest weather briefing, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical 
Services Administration (Pagasa) said the easterlies, or warm winds from the Pacific Ocean, 
continue to affect the eastern sections of the Visayas and Mindanao. 
 
“We are expecting fair weather conditions today, although there remains a chance of 
thunderstorms in the afternoon and evening,” Pagasa weather specialist Veronica Torres said. 
 
Because of the easterlies, areas expected to experience 
 
Partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or thunderstorms due to the eaterlies 
are expected in Eastern Visayas, Dinagat Islands, Surigao del Norte, Surigao del Sur and 
Davao Oriental. 
 
Meanwhile, Metro Manila and the rest of the country are expected to have generally fair 
weather, with partly cloudy to cloudy skies and isolated rainshowers later in the day. 
 
“This weather pattern is likely to persist over the next three to five days,” Torres added.] 
 
The state weather bureau said no gale warning has been raised over any of the country’s 
seaboards. 
 
Pagasa is also not monitoring any low pressure area or tropical cyclone within or near the 
Philippine area of responsibility. /gsg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
20 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2247130/fair-weather-across-ph-tuesday-with-afternoon-rains-likely-pagasa


 

PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
40,000 plastic bottles transformed into art across Visayas 
 
MANILA, Philippines — SM Supermalls in the Visayas continues to champion creativity, 
sustainability and community engagement through Art from All 2026, a region-wide campaign 
that transforms recycled materials into inspiring works of art while promoting environmental 
awareness and cultural appreciation. 
 
Anchored on SM Supermalls’ commitment to creating experiences all for you, the initiative 
encourages communities to max out their appreciation for art and sustainability through 
meaningful collaborations with local artists, environmental advocates and civic organizations. 
 
Recently, SM Supermalls in the Visayas unveiled nine extraordinary installations from 40,000 
plastic bottles collected across its most-loved malls, each reflecting the unique stories, heritage 
and environmental advocacies of the communities they serve. 
 
SM City Cebu brings to life PANON: A Run of Thousands, a breathtaking hanging installation at 
the Main Mall Rotunda that transforms recycled plastic bottles into a stunning interpretation of 
Moalboal’s world-famous Sardine Run through a partnership with Creative Hands Mugna. 
 
Celebrating Cebu’s rich maritime heritage, SM Seaside City Cebu highlights Nautilus at the 
Tower Garden, a striking installation inspired by the chambered nautilus or lagang, a marine 
creature known for its beautifully spiraled shell that symbolizes growth, continuity and resilience. 
 
Created by UP Cebu Fine Arts graduate Roy Ingente using recycled plastic bottles, the artwork 
pays tribute to the enduring relationship between the Cebuano people and the sea while 
drawing inspiration from the iconic nautilus-shaped architecture that defines SM Seaside City 
Cebu. 
 
Meanwhile, SM J Mall features Nagare (Flow/Current) at the Second Level, Izakaya Terrace, 
where nine koi fish crafted from recycled plastic bottles symbolize perseverance, resilience and 
unity through the collaborative efforts of artist and designer D’oro Barandino, Project Tapuk and 
JCI Cebu. 
 
SM City Consolacion introduces Kabilin at the Second Level Bridgeway, where artists Cham 
Lopez and Philip Anthony Labuga transformed collected plastic bottles into a remarkable 
representation of the endangered thresher shark, raising awareness on marine conservation 
while celebrating Cebu’s rich ocean heritage. 
 
Carrying a message of hope and environmental responsibility, SM Center Ormoc spotlights 
I-KAN: Hope of the Seas on the Second Level fronting Ace Hardware, inspired by Kan, the 
rescued green sea turtle whose story reignited local conservation efforts, in partnership with 
Andrea’s Floral Baske. 
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Bringing an imaginative underwater world to life, SM City Iloilo comes alive with Irrawaddy 
Dolphin at the Lower Ground Level Northpoint, where Ilongga artist Margaux Blas and partner 
organization Rezbin transformed recycled plastic bottles into colorful corals, playful sea 
creatures and flowing ocean forms. 
 
Adding another wave of environmental inspiration, SM City Bacolod takes center stage with 
Waves of Life at the Second Floor North Wing, a striking 10-foot sculpture made up of collected 
plastic bottles, created in partnership with visual artist Robert de Aro, crafted entirely from 
recycled plastic bottles. 
 
Along the coast of Capiz, SM City Roxas brings forward Sea the Change at the Second Level 
Cyberzone, blending coastal forms and fish motifs into an engaging visual experience created 
with JCI Roxas Makawiwili and contemporary mixed-media junk art artist Joey Cabiles. 
 
Completing the regional showcase, SM City Puerto Princesa showcases the Blue Bubble Bay 
on the Second Level of the mall, where Palawan News transformed collected plastic bottles into 
a captivating jellyfish-inspired installation that celebrates the beauty and fragility of marine 
ecosystems. 
 
Together, these installations demonstrate how SM Supermalls in the Visayas continues to 
transform everyday spaces into platforms for creativity, environmental stewardship and 
community engagement while inspiring mallgoers to become active participants in building a 
more sustainable future. 
 
This commitment to purposeful and community-driven innovation recently earned international 
recognitions as Art from All 2025 received a Silver Award at the prestigious ICSC Maxi Awards, 
and Bronze at the 13th Asia-Pacific Stevie Awards under the Award for Innovation in Cultural or 
Community Events. 
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PAGASA launches ‘PANaHON’ app for timely weather alerts 
By: Josiah Antonio 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services 
Administration has launched a new app that can give timely weather alerts to users. 
 
During the observance of the Typhoon and Flood Awareness Week, the state weather bureau 
launched yesterday the PAGASA National Hydro-Meteorological Observing Network or 
PANaHON mobile app, which features an interactive map with near real-time weather data and 
access to hydrometeorological information. 
 
Users can receive timely notifications directly on their mobile device, including tropical cyclone 
bulletins, thunderstorm and heavy rainfall warnings and flood advisories. 
 
By allowing location access, users can receive notifications of possible warnings or alerts in the 
vicinity and alerts are received relevant to the areas of interest. 
 
Hourly forecasts and a five-day weather outlook feature allow users to check the latest weather 
in their pinned locations. 
 
PAGASA assured the public that the app abides by the Data Privacy Act. 
 
The PANaHON app can be downloaded for free on Android from the Google Play Store or iOS 
from the Apple App Store. 
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THE GUARDIAN 
 
BoM forecasts strong El Niño and warns climate change could amplify effects on 
Australia 
 
El Niño events linked with extreme weather around the world – and can increase risk of 
bushfires in Australia and coral bleaching on Great Barrier Reef 
 
The Bureau of Meteorology has officially declared an El Niño – the phenomenon linked to hotter 
and drier conditions for Australia – is now locked in place in the tropical Pacific Ocean. 
 
The bureau warned climate change would amplify the effects on Australia, including the risk of 
extreme heat and bushfires. 
 
In an update, the bureau said El Niño was now “underway in the tropical Pacific” because the 
atmosphere was now reacting to the higher than average sea surface temperatures. 
 
The east to west trade winds were weakening and pressure and cloud patterns were consistent 
with El Niño, the BoM said. 
 
Forecasts were pointing to a strong or very strong event, the bureau said, adding the strength 
did not “necessarily mean strong impacts on Australia’s climate”. 
 
The strength of El Niño events are gauged by sea surface temperatures in a specific region of 
the tropical Pacific and how much hotter they are than the long-term average. 
 
The bureau said past El Niño events had coincided with lower winter and spring rainfall, 
particularly in Australia’s eastern half, higher daytime temperatures in the south and an 
increased frost risk because of clearer skies. 
 
“However, in a warming climate, past patterns are less reliable as a predictor of future impacts,” 
the bureau said. 
 
El Niño events are linked with extreme weather around the world and, for Australia, can 
increase the risk of bushfires and coral bleaching on the Great Barrier Reef. 
 
Felicity Gamble, the bureau’s technical lead for extended prediction, said: “We have to keep in 
mind that we are in unprecedented conditions because of the global heat [in the oceans].” 
 
She said the rise in ocean temperatures in the tropical Pacific had been “rapid” in recent months 
and the bureau had been waiting to confirm the atmosphere had responded. 
 
“We see this event emerge in a world that is 1.5C hotter, and we are likely to see unprecedented 
temperatures in our oceans. 
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“Climate change will amplify those impacts that we anticipate, such as heat and fires. We are on 
the back of some reasonable rainfall in recent months so maybe we are not in such a bad 
starting point.” 
 
The US government’s National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the Japan 
Meteorological Agency have already declared the El Niño, but both use slightly different 
methods and thresholds for making the declaration than the bureau. 
 
Climate experts have warned the weather extremes linked to El Niño are being supercharged by 
global heating, with hotter temperatures, fiercer droughts and worse flooding. 
 
Experts also expect the El Niño to deliver a record warm year for the planet next year. 
 
The Climate Council said El Niño and greenhouse gas emissions from fossil fuels were creating 
a “dangerous double act” for Australia. 
 
Amanda McKenzie, the council’s chief executive, said the “double whammy of climate pollution 
and El Niño will hit many of us hard”. 
 
“Many farmers are already dealing with drought conditions, while those on the urban bushland 
fringe are at even greater risk of dangerous fire conditions.”  
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE  
 
CCC maintains perfect audit streak 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has received an unmodified opinion from the 
Commission on Audit (CoA) for the 11th consecutive year, officials announced Tuesday. 
 
The rating, which covers the agency’s 2025 financial statements, is the highest audit opinion the 
state auditor can issue. 
 
It indicates that an agency’s financial statements are presented fairly and comply with 
prescribed reporting standards. 
 
According to CoA, the review verified the commission’s financial position, performance, cash 
flows, changes in net assets or equity, and budget comparisons. 
 
The review concluded that the records were consistent with the International Public Sector 
Accounting Standards. 
 
Auditors conducted the review under the International Standards of Supreme Audit Institutions 
and found no material misstatements or financial irregularities. 
 
“This demonstrates our continued commitment to uphold the principles of good governance, 
particularly transparency and accountability in public service,” said Robert E.A. Borje, the 
commission’s vice chairperson and executive director. 
 
“We take this as both a guide and a reminder to remain steadfast in the discharge of our duties 
as the lead office on climate change,” he added. 
 

=END= 
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