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MANILA BULLETIN  
 
El Nino is here and scientists fear it'll be big, bad and costly with heat, floods, droughts, 
fires 
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — El Nino, Nature's chaotic climate agent, has formed in a warmed-up 
Pacific Ocean and is expected to grow to historic strength, meteorologists announced Thursday. 
 
Hot mornings, rainy afternoons to persist over next few days 
 
The country will remain cyclone-free in the coming days, but afternoon thunderstorms are likely 
to prevail, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration 
(PAGASA) said on Sunday, June 14. 
 
Marine turtles face extinction as threats mount 
By: Henrylito D. Tacio 
 
It was a splendid morning when marine turtle eggs started to hatch from a nest located at 
Aboitiz Cleanergy Park in Sitio Punta Dumalag, Matina Aplaya, Davao City. One by one, the 
hatchlings emerged from the sand, ready to embark on their journey to the sea. 
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Tubig for Tomorrow expands mission to bring safe water access to public schools 
 
Tubig for Tomorrow (T4T), a youth -led initiative founded by International School Manila student 
Jacob (Jet) Coyiuto Tay, continues to expand its mission of improving access to clean and safe 
drinking water while promoting sustainable water management solutions in public schools 
across the Philippines. 
 
PTV NEWS 
 
PAGASA urges public to check real-time weather alerts via PANaHON app 
By: Brian Campued 
 
As much of the country enters the rainy season this month, access to timely and accurate 
weather forecasts and reports are more than vital for Filipinos’ preparedness against expected 
hazards brought by tropical cyclones and other extreme weather events. 
 
SDG KNOWLEDGE HUB 
 
UNFCCC Dialogue Explores Ocean-Climate-Biodiversity Synergies 
 
The UNFCCC convened its annual Ocean and Climate Change Dialogue during the 2026 Bonn 
Climate Change Conference. The Dialogue serves as a dedicated space to advance 
Ocean-based climate action by holding discussions on adaptation, mitigation, means of 
implementation, and science, to share good practices and shine the spotlight on Ocean issues. 
 
SUNSTAR 
 
Cebu City allocates P30M to help upland farms fight El Niño threat 
By: Cherry Ann Virador 
 
THE Cebu City Government has started rolling out a P30-million emergency fund to protect 
mountain farms from a long dry spell. Weather experts warn that a developing El Niño weather 
pattern is highly likely to strengthen later this year. 
 
THE GUARDIAN  
 
The ocean has shielded us from the worst of climate change. Now it is running a fever 
By: Karina Von Schuckmann 
 
Nearly every indicator of climate change is flashing red. But we still hold the tools available to 
bring the planet back into balance 
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US public still favours action on climate change despite Trump’s fossil fuel drive 
By: Oliver Milman 
 
Two-thirds of Americans say they are worried about climate but level of media coverage does 
not reflect this 
 
UN NEWS 
 
Global fish production hits new high, but climate threats loom 
 
Aquaculture now supplies most of the fish people eat, a landmark report by the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) reveals, but rising temperatures and overfishing are putting the 
future of the industry at risk. 
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MANILA BULLETIN  
 
El Nino is here and scientists fear it'll be big, bad and costly with heat, floods, droughts, 
fires 
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — El Nino, Nature's chaotic climate agent, has formed in a warmed-up 
Pacific Ocean and is expected to grow to historic strength, meteorologists announced Thursday. 
 
Experts said the El Nino, a natural warming cycle, should further heat a globe already warming 
from fossil fuel pollution and will likely turbocharge extreme weather across the planet. 
Meteorologists forecast it will rival — or exceed — a record El Nino that began in 1997 and 
helped trigger billions of dollars in damage from heat waves, floods, droughts, tornadoes and 
wildfires. 
 
The U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration officially confirmed the existence of 
the El Nino, which is a warming of the Pacific near the equator that affects weather patterns 
across the globe. NOAA's announcement said there's a 63% chance that the El Nino will get so 
intense this late fall and early winter that it “would rank among the largest El Nino events in the 
historical record going back to 1950.” 
 
The warm, deep waters of an El Nino affect weather patterns by bringing “a lot of extra heat to 
the surface, fueling a lot of extreme events for a lot of places around the world,” said Clark 
University climate scientist Abby Frazier. 
 
She said, especially in the Pacific, “it can get dire very quickly.” 
 
United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres described El Nino as an “urgent climate 
warning.” 
 
“El Nino conditions will pour fuel on the fire of a warming world,” Guterres said in a video 
message. 
 
El Nino's impacts spawn winners and losers 
 
The weather pattern's effects vary by region. El Nino often dampens — but doesn't eliminate — 
Atlantic hurricane season activity, but increases it in the Pacific. So while the U.S. East and Gulf 
coasts may get a break, Hawaii and other islands are more in danger, Frazier said. 
 
The drought-stricken Middle East could benefit, climate scientists said. Other places are looking 
at more danger. Parts of western South America — where the first El Ninos were noticed 
decades ago — often get heavy rain and floods, along with an extra warm summer. India faces 
more intense heat waves, while drought, wildfires and heat threaten Australia. 
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Northeastern Africa is likely going to get weather whiplash from intense drought to dangerously 
heavy rains, said Columbia University climate scientist and El Nino expert Muhammad Azhar 
Ehsan. 
 
In the U.S., El Ninos can cause more intense storms with heavier rainfall in the South, but they 
also tend to generally benefit the U.S. agriculture industry, said Jon Gottschalck, operational 
branch chief at NOAA's Climate Prediction Center. 
 
Michael Ferrari, meteorologist and head of research at the investment research firm Moby, said 
conditions for grains and seed, especially soybeans, look favorable in 18 major growing states, 
but are more mixed when it comes to dairy and cattle. 
 
The northern Rockies and Southwest — where there’s an “off the charts” snow drought — could 
get some strong summer rains, Gottschalck said. The biggest effect in the U.S. is often in the 
winter, when the south can get wetter and the Pacific Northwest warmer and drier. 
 
But overall, temperatures raised by the weather pattern can dampen American economic 
growth, said Stanford climate economist Marshall Burke. Several climate scientists forecast that 
2027 will be the hottest year on record because of lagging effects of this El Nino, which is 
expected to peak in the fall or winter. 
 
“We have pretty clear evidence that the U.S. economy grows more slowly when temps are 
above normal,” Burke said. 
 
Strong early signs 
The weather extremes caused by an El Nino also depend on when it develops. 
Usually El Ninos form in the summer, peak in the late fall or early winter, and peter out the next 
spring, scientists said. 
 
However, Ehsan's team forecasts that this El Nino will peak a month or two earlier based on 
strong early signs from recent weeks. Princeton University climate scientist Gabriel Vecchi said 
large El Ninos like these also tend to last longer. 
 
The early indications — including warmer water pushing toward the surface of the Pacific — 
have been so strong and noticeable that forecasters have all been predicting the same ultra 
strong El Nino, Vecchi said, adding that El Nino forecasts often are all over the place at this time 
of year. 
 
Scientists predict stronger El Ninos as the world warms from the burning of coal, oil and gas, 
Frazier and others said. But she said it is too early to say if this El Nino is part of that. 
Even before it officially formed, this El Nino has gotten nicknames ranging from “super” to 
“Godzilla.” 
 
“Instead of scared, we can ask people to be prepared,” Columbia's Ehsan said 
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Hot mornings, rainy afternoons to persist over next few days 
 
The country will remain cyclone-free in the coming days, but afternoon thunderstorms are likely 
to prevail, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration 
(PAGASA) said on Sunday, June 14. 
 
PAGASA weather specialist Aldczar Aurelio said no tropical cyclone or low-pressure area is 
expected to enter or form within the Philippine Area of Responsibility this week. 
 
However, he noted that warm winds from the Pacific Ocean, known as the easterlies, will 
continue to be the country’s dominant weather system over the next three days. 
 
This may bring generally warm and humid conditions in the morning, and localized rainshowers 
and thunderstorms in the afternoon or evening. 
 
Over the next 24 hours, cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms may prevail over 
Zamboanga Peninsula, Basilan, and Tawi-Tawi. 
 
Partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rainshowers or thunderstorms are also expected over 
Bicol Region, Eastern Visayas, and the rest of Mindanao. 
 
Metro Manila and the rest of the country may also experience partly cloudy to cloudy skies with 
isolated rainshowers or thunderstorms due to localized thunderstorm activity. 
 
PAGASA warned that while no tropical cyclone is affecting the country, severe thunderstorms 
may still trigger flash floods and landslides in low-lying and mountainous areas. 
 
Aurelio added that no gale warning is currently in effect, meaning generally safe sea conditions. 
However, he warned that sudden thunderstorms may still cause rough seas and reduced 
visibility over coastal waters. 
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Marine turtles face extinction as threats mount 
By: Henrylito D. Tacio 
 
It was a splendid morning when marine turtle eggs started to hatch from a nest located at 
Aboitiz Cleanergy Park in Sitio Punta Dumalag, Matina Aplaya, Davao City. One by one, the 
hatchlings emerged from the sand, ready to embark on their journey to the sea. 
 
These marine turtle hatchlings came from the eighth nest discovered at the park two months 
earlier. Initially located in an area where the eggs were vulnerable to seawater – a condition that 
could harm them – they were transferred to the hatchery the following day to keep them dry. 
 
Of the 171 eggs that were relocated, 159 successfully hatched after more than 60 days of 
incubation. The hatchlings were released two days after their emergence. 
 
The Aboitiz Group owns eight hectares within the 37-hectare area. As part of its corporate social 
responsibility program, it transformed the site into an eight-hectare ecological preserve known 
as Cleanergy Park, which is managed by Davao Light, a subsidiary of AboitizPower. 
 
The park, which operates entirely wirelessly and is constructed from recycled materials, is 
dedicated to protecting the nesting habitats of marine turtles, locally known as pawikan. It also 
serves as a sanctuary for numerous bird species and helps maintain the ecological balance for 
various marine and terrestrial creatures. 
 
Marine turtles can lay more than 150 eggs in a single nesting event. Mangrove-lined beaches, 
with their dense undergrowth that offers protection from predators and waves, are among the 
most favorable sites for nesting. If the eggs are deemed at risk of being swept away by waves, 
they are transferred to the park’s turtle hatchery. 
 
Why is there such great concern over marine turtles? 
 
These creatures have existed since prehistoric times with very little change in their basic 
anatomy. Yet since humans discovered their value, they have been disappearing rapidly from 
ecosystems where they once flourished. 
 
Marine turtles are known for their shells, or carapaces, which protect their vital organs. They can 
be distinguished from their land and freshwater counterparts by their flattened forelimbs. 
 
Unlike freshwater turtles, which have five claws on each forelimb with clearly identifiable digits, 
marine turtles possess flattened foreflippers with less distinct digits. The Philippines is home to 
three species of freshwater turtles: the Malayan pond turtle, the serrated-shelled pond turtle, 
and the Leyte turtle. 
Of the world’s eight marine turtle species, five are found in the Philippines: the Green sea turtle 
(Chelonia mydas), Hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata), Loggerhead (Caretta caretta), Olive 
Ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea), and Leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea). 
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The three others are the Kemp’s Ridley (Lepidochelys kempii), Flatback (Natator depressus), 
and Black sea turtle (Chelonia agassizii). 
 
Unfortunately, all eight species are listed under Appendix I of the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which means trade in these 
species and subspecies is prohibited except for educational, scientific, research, and study 
purposes. 
 
The International Union for Conservation of Nature has likewise classified these species as 
endangered because “their populations are in danger of extinction and their survival is unlikely if 
the causal factors continue to operate.” 
 
One major reason for the decline in marine turtle populations is their capture for their valuable 
shells. As one journalist observed: “It was beauty that all but killed the Hawksbill turtle.” The 
polished black-and-yellow plates on its back have long been sought after for tortoise-shell 
jewelry and combs. 
 
The collection of pawikan eggs has also contributed significantly to the decline of marine turtles. 
Regarded by some Chinese as an aphrodisiac, the ping-pong ball-like eggs are also valued as 
an energizing source of protein. Marine scientists, however, debunk this belief, saying pawikan 
eggs are essentially no different from chicken eggs. 
 
Pollution is another major threat. Among the millions of tons of waste dumped into the oceans 
each year are plastic materials that marine turtles mistake for jellyfish, squid, and other prey. 
When ingested, plastic waste can block the digestive system, leading to starvation and 
eventually death. 
 
The rapid expansion of beach resorts has likewise harmed marine turtle populations. 
Dr. Arnel “AA” Yaptinchay, founder and director of the Marine Wildlife Watch of the Philippines, 
said the construction of coastal infrastructure displaces marine turtles from critical habitats, 
particularly the nesting beaches. 
 
“Lights, infrastructure, noise, domestic animals, and pollution will not only disturb those nesting 
females but also their hatchlings,” he said. “Marine turtles will not nest when disturbed.” 
 
Marine turtles spend most of their lives at sea, where they feed and mate. But when the time 
comes to lay their eggs, females return to shore, often to the beaches where they hatched. 
 
“If you imagine a first-time nester approaching its place of birth, how much of its birth place or 
nesting beach remains after the last 35 to 50 years?” Dr. Yaptinchay asked. 
“I would guess there would be very little space left for it to nest and enough disturbance 
developed to shoo it away. We are preventing them from fulfilling their life purpose. For me, this 
is very tragic.” 

 
8 



 

 
Another challenge is the survival of hatchlings once they reach the open sea. 
 
The World Wildlife Fund reports that only about one in every 1,000 sea turtle hatchlings reaches 
adulthood. Along the way, they face numerous threats, including dehydration, predators such as 
birds and crabs, and marine plastic pollution. 
It is no wonder that marine turtles in this part of the world are on the verge  
of extinction. 
 
“Unless we Filipinos seriously take on the task of protecting these endangered marine turtles, 
these ancient creatures will soon be gone from our waters,” Haribon, a local environmental 
group, warned. 
 
Fortunately, the Philippine government has enacted laws and regulations aimed at conserving 
marine turtles. 
 
Executive Order No. 542 prohibits the collection, utilization, possession, transport, removal, 
disposal, and export of marine turtles, their eggs, and by-products. Violators may face fines or 
imprisonment. 
 
Bureau of Forest Development Circular No. 08 limits the issuance of new permits covering the 
collection, utilization, and disposal of marine turtles, their eggs, and by-products. It also requires 
that authorized harvests be sold only to designated agencies to support the pawikan 
conservation program. 
 
Fisheries Administrative Order No. 4 establishes a closed season for gathering or killing marine 
turtles and collecting their eggs or shells, while specifying exemptions. 
 
The Wildlife Resources Conservation and Protection Act (Republic Act 9147) governs the 
collection, possession, and trade of wildlife, including marine turtles, while promoting 
biodiversity conservation through habitat protection and the designation of critical habitats. 
 
Despite the efforts of the government and environmental advocates, the decline of this 
endangered species continues. 
 
“All of the species found in our country are endangered, except the Hawksbill, which is critically 
endangered,” Dr. Yaptinchay said. “The only sure thing is that marine turtle populations are 
under tremendous threats and, if these are not stopped, extinction is imminent.” 
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Tubig for Tomorrow expands mission to bring safe water access to public schools 
 
Tubig for Tomorrow (T4T), a youth -led initiative founded by International School Manila student 
Jacob (Jet) Coyiuto Tay, continues to expand its mission of improving access to clean and safe 
drinking water while promoting sustainable water management solutions in public schools 
across the Philippines. 
 
Most recently, T4T successfully organized a fundraising movie premiere that brought together 
students, families, and advocates in support of the organization’s growing impact. The Tubig for 
Tomorrow Movie Premiere was spearheaded by International School Manila students Jacob Tay, 
Ti Chung, Maia Gamboa, Olivia Zhang, Fernando Padilla, Lex Chung, and Kei Kobayashi. The 
event featured a special screening of Star Wars: The Mandalorian and Grogu, drawing strong 
support from the ISM community and supporters of the advocacy. 
 
Through the generosity of attendees and sponsors, the event raised Php 280,000, funds that 
will help expand access to clean and safe drinking water for underserved communities and 
public schools. 
 
A highlight of the event was the presentation of a sample Tubig for Tomorrow water fountain 
equipped with an Internet of Things (IoT) monitoring device. Demonstrated by Fernando Padilla 
and Olivia Zhang, the technology showcased how real-time monitoring can improve water 
management, maintenance efficiency, and service delivery, ensuring that water stations remain 
functional and accessible to students. 
 
During the program, Jacob Tay and co-founder Maia Gamboa spoke about the challenges faced 
by communities with limited access to potable water and shared Tubig for Tomorrow’s 
accomplishments in installing IoT-enabled water fountains in schools. They also reaffirmed the 
team’s commitment to expanding these initiatives through continued fundraising, innovation, and 
community engagement. 
 
The event additionally served as a platform to introduce RAINWISE (Resilient Autonomous 
Infrastructure for Networked Water Intelligence & Sustainable Efficiency), Tubig for Tomorrow’s 
newest initiative, focused on advancing water sustainability in public schools. 
 
Building on the momentum of the movie premiere, Tubig for Tomorrow partnered with the 
National Book Store Foundation and Anvil Publishing to donate books to Nangka School in 
Marikina City, helping provide students with additional educational resources as they begin the 
new school year. 
 
During their visit to Nangka School, the Tubig for Tomorrow team officially launched the 
RAINWISE program. Working closely with school personnel, students repaired and upgraded 
the school’s existing rainwater harvesting system to improve its functionality and long-term 
sustainability. The collected rainwater will be used for flushing toilets, maintaining gardens, and 
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supporting the school’s general cleaning needs, helping reduce water consumption while 
promoting responsible resource management. 
 
The launch of RAINWISE marks an important milestone in Tubig for Tomorrow’s evolution—from 
providing access to safe drinking water through smart water fountains to developing broader 
water sustainability solutions that address long-term environmental challenges within school 
communities. 
 
“Access to clean water is fundamental to student health, learning, and opportunity,” said Jacob 
Tay, founder of Tubig for Tomorrow. “Through innovation, partnerships, and community 
involvement, we hope to create sustainable solutions that not only address immediate needs but 
also empower schools to better manage their water resources for years to come.” 
 
These initiatives not only generated critical support for future projects but also raised awareness 
about water accessibility, technological innovation, and environmental sustainability. By 
engaging students, families, educators, and community partners, Tubig for Tomorrow continues 
to inspire collective action toward creating healthier, more sustainable learning environments for 
students across the Philippines. 
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PTV NEWS 
 
PAGASA urges public to check real-time weather alerts via PANaHON app 
By: Brian Campued 
 
As much of the country enters the rainy season this month, access to timely and accurate 
weather forecasts and reports are more than vital for Filipinos’ preparedness against expected 
hazards brought by tropical cyclones and other extreme weather events. 
 
Coinciding with the observance of the Typhoon and Flood Awareness Week from June 14 to 20, 
the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) 
has launched a new mobile application that can give prompt weather alerts to users. 
 
With the PAGASA National Hydro-Meteorological Observing Network (PANaHON) app, which 
was unveiled on Monday, users get timely notifications directly on their mobile device, such as 
tropical cyclone bulletins, rainfall and thunderstorm warnings, and flood advisories.  
 
The digital platform features an interactive map with near real-time weather data and by 
allowing location access, users can receive hourly forecasts and 5-day weather outlook relevant 
to their areas of interest. 
 
“It is a platform for easy access of all information coming from PAGASA, mga real-time weather 
observations, warnings. So, please download the app,” PAGASA Administrator Dr. Nathaniel 
Servando said. 
 
The PANaHON app is available for free on Android from the Google Play Store or iOS from the 
Apple App Store. 
 
The launch of the mobile app came after the state weather bureau upgraded the PANaHON 
website in June 2025 as part of the agency’s efforts to raise public awareness on the risks and 
impacts associated with tropical cyclones, floods, and other weather-related hazards while 
promoting preparedness and resilience within communities. 
 
PAGASA said that this year’s theme, “Bagyo, Baha, Maghanda Tayo!” Underscores the 
“importance of science-based preparedness, early warning systems, and community action in 
reducing disaster risks amid a changing climate.” 
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SDG KNOWLEDGE HUB 
 
UNFCCC Dialogue Explores Ocean-Climate-Biodiversity Synergies 
 
The UNFCCC convened its annual Ocean and Climate Change Dialogue during the 2026 Bonn 
Climate Change Conference. The Dialogue serves as a dedicated space to advance 
Ocean-based climate action by holding discussions on adaptation, mitigation, means of 
implementation, and science, to share good practices and shine the spotlight on Ocean issues. 
 
Mandated in 2022 by the Sharm el-Sheikh Implementation Plan, the Dialogue convenes under 
the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technical Advice (SBSTA) in support of implementation of 
the Paris Agreement on climate change. 
 
According to the Earth Negotiations Bulletin (ENB) summary report of the meeting, the Ocean 
acts as the Earth’s major greenhouse gas (GHG) sink, absorbing around 90% of the heat 
generated by emissions. However, the changing climate is warming its waters, altering seawater 
chemistry, and driving sea-level rise and Ocean acidification, with increasingly detrimental 
impacts on marine biodiversity and the well-being of people who depend on the Ocean for their 
well-being or survival. 
 
The 2026 Ocean and Climate Change Dialogue considered three topics: 
 

●​ Ocean-based priorities in the nationally determined contributions (NDCs), including 
restoring and protecting marine ecosystems, sustainable food production, Ocean-based 
renewables and transitioning away from fossil fuels, sustainable tourism, coastal 
resilience, and tackling emissions from marine transport; 
 

●​ Means of implementation, including identifying practical pathways to unlock and scale 
predictable, accessible, and adequate Ocean-related climate finance, recognizing that a 
significant proportion of parties – particularly developing countries and small island 
developing States (SIDS) – have framed Ocean-related actions in their NDCs as 
conditional on external support; and 
 

●​ Ocean-climate-biodiversity synergies and international cooperation, including examining 
practical approaches for improving policy coherence across the UNFCCC and 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) processes and identifying concrete areas for 
alignment across NDCs, National Adaptation Plans (NAPs), and National Biodiversity 
Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs). 

 
Convening over the course of two afternoons, the Dialogue kicked off with a COP 31 Presidency 
segment on the Ocean, followed by panel sessions where countries and experts shared national 
experiences and initiatives related to the Dialogue’s three topics. On day two, panelists focused 
on formulating outcomes from the Dialogue for COP 31. World Café-style breakout groups 
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captured national and regional best practices. A concluding plenary session finalized key 
messages. 
 
Throughout the Dialogue, participants underscored that means of implementation are essential 
for enhancing action and called for better access, international cooperation, capacity building, 
and the establishment of appropriate governance structures. Many emphasized the need to 
align needs on the ground with existing financial mechanisms. Participants welcomed the 
growing recognition of the role of the Ocean in climate action, with several expressing optimism 
that momentum generated by the Dialogue may pave the way for tangible action and 
commitments at COP 31. 
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SUNSTAR 
 
Cebu City allocates P30M to help upland farms fight El Niño threat 
By: Cherry Ann Virador 
 
THE Cebu City Government has started rolling out a P30-million emergency fund to protect 
mountain farms from a long dry spell. Weather experts warn that a developing El Niño weather 
pattern is highly likely to strengthen later this year. 
 
Local officials began preparing early to ensure that mountain farmers have enough water to 
keep their crops alive and protect the City's food supply. 
 
The rising risk of a strong El Niño 
During a media forum on Tuesday, June 16, 2026, Cebu City Agriculturist Joey Baclayon said 
the City began preparing in January. This came after warnings from the state weather bureau, 
Pagasa, about the rising threat of El Niño. 
 
“Upon learning about the possibility of dry conditions this year, we immediately conducted 
barangay caravans and information campaigns for our farmers,” Baclayon said. 
 
The situation is becoming more urgent. Al Quiblat, the chief of the Pagasa-Mactan Weather 
Bureau, revealed there is now an 80 percent chance that El Niño will become a full-blown event 
before the year ends. 
 
Currently, the country is under the third level of the El Niño warning because ocean 
temperatures in the tropical Pacific have risen past normal levels. 
 
“In fact, El Niño conditions are already present in the tropical Pacific, which means there is an 
80 percent chance that El Niño will develop into a full-blown event before the end of the year,” 
Quiblat said. 
 
Weather models show the dry spell could become moderate to strong between September and 
November. There is also a 30 percent chance it could become very strong and last into early 
next year. 
 
 
Early warnings in the mountain villages 
 
The threat is already hitting home in Cebu City's mountain barangays, which grow much of the 
City's fresh food. While severe damage has not happened yet, initial checks show that around 
663 farmers across 19 upland villages are already feeling the effects. 
 
Data from the City Agriculture Department (CAD) shows an average crop damage of 13 percent 
across the surveyed areas. Some villages have been hit much harder than others: 
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Budlaan: 51.91 percent crop damage 
 
Tagbao: 45.59 percent crop damage 
 
Tabunan: 42.69 percent crop damage 
 
Agsungot: 42 percent crop damage 
 
The City is still checking other mountain areas, including Adlaon, Lusaran, Sirao, Sudlon 2, 
Sapangdaku, Buhisan, Binaliw, Busay, and Toong. In total, Cebu City has about 13,167 
registered farmers living across 28 upland barangays. 
 
How the P30-million fund will be used 
To fight the dry spell, the City approved P30 million under Supplemental Budget 1. The money 
will go directly toward water and farming projects to help communities stay resilient. 
 
The funds will cover fixing old irrigation systems, building new water facilities, and setting up 
solar-powered water pumps. The City is also working with the Metro Cebu Water District to bring 
in mobile water-filtering tanks if shortages get worse. 
 
“The bigger concern in the uplands is not only farm irrigation but also potable water for 
residents,” Baclayon said. 
 
In addition to water systems, the City is preparing ₱5,000 in cash assistance for each affected 
farmer. They are also building three large greenhouse units for local farming groups to help 
save water and protect crops from extreme heat. 
 
“Greenhouses help conserve water and protect crops from extreme weather,” Baclayon 
explained. 
 
Protecting the City's food supply 
Despite the looming heatwave, Baclayon shared that Cebu City's mountain farms are still 
producing well and keeping local markets stocked. Right now, Cebu City farmers supply about 
40 percent of the City's total vegetable needs, while the rest comes from nearby provinces. 
 
“So far, we have not seen any significant decline in market supply,” Baclayon said. 
 
By releasing these funds and setting up water systems early, Cebu City aims to protect its 
thousands of farmers and ensure that fresh food keeps flowing to urban residents throughout 
the dry months ahead./ CAV with Jhoyenn Sumayang, April Vince Villacorta, Justin John Bugtai, 
CNU Interns 
 
 

 
16 



 

THE GUARDIAN  
 
The ocean has shielded us from the worst of climate change. Now it is running a fever 
By: Karina Von Schuckmann 
 
Nearly every indicator of climate change is flashing red. But we still hold the tools available to 
bring the planet back into balance 
 
The ocean is running a fever. In 2025, the number of days of marine heatwaves – prolonged 
spells when the sea turns abnormally, dangerously warm – was more than triple what it was in 
the early 1990s. 
 
These are not abstract statistics. A severe and persistent marine heatwave bleaches coral 
reefs, strips away the kelp forests that shelter young fish, empties fishing grounds and – if 
occurring frequently – can tip whole ecosystems past the point of recovery. 
 
It scrambles the chemistry the ocean lives by, its acidity, its oxygen, the carbon it trades with the 
air, and can feed fiercer weather on land. For the coastal communities whose food and 
livelihoods come from the sea, the harm is immediate and personal. 
 
I have spent my career studying where the heat from climate change actually goes. The answer, 
overwhelmingly, is the sea. The ocean has absorbed more than 90% of the excess heat that 
human activity has trapped on Earth, quietly buffering those of us on land from the full force of 
warming. For decades, that made it our greatest and most uncomplaining ally. Ocean warming 
and more frequent and intense marine heatwaves are signs that the buffer is straining. The heat 
we have poured into the ocean is beginning to surface as harm. 
 
More frequent and intense marine heatwaves are just one of many new warning lights in this 
year’s Indicators of Global Climate Change (IGCC) report, the annual health check on the 
climate system compiled by more than 70 researchers from more than 50 institutions worldwide 
in the years between the next official UN assessment in 2028. But the climate system is 
changing in ways we can measure every year, and the single most revealing measurement is 
one most people have never heard of. 
 
It is called the Earth’s energy imbalance, and it is the closest thing we have to a master gauge 
of climate change: the gap between the energy reaching us from the sun and the energy the 
planet manages to radiate back out to space. In a stable climate, the two are roughly equal. 
However, several things are now prising them apart. By far the largest is the greenhouse gases 
humans keep adding, which thicken the atmosphere’s insulating blanket and trap heat that 
would otherwise escape. But they are not the whole story. 
 
As we clean up the dirty air pollution of the past, we are also losing the faint reflective haze it 
cast, letting more sunlight through. As the planet heats, it triggers feedback that amplifies 
warming. Bright, reflective ice giving way to dark, heat-absorbing ocean, cloud changes that 
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tend to leave the Earth absorbing more energy than before and warming soils and waters 
releasing greenhouse gases of their own. Together, greenhouse gas emissions and this 
feedback are tipping the scales. Far less energy is now leaving than coming in, and the 
imbalance has more than doubled since the late 20th century. 
 
The Earth is, quite literally, out of balance, storing heat faster and faster. This is the engine 
behind nearly everything else the report records: rising temperatures, melting ice, fiercer 
extremes, and the intensifying marine heatwaves now scarring the ocean. The latest findings 
estimate that human-induced warming has reached approximately 1.37C above pre-industrial 
levels 
 
The other indicators in this IGCC report build a fuller picture of how this growing energy 
imbalance is fuelling impacts for people around the globe. The rate of sea-level rise has more 
than doubled in recent decades, and it continues to accelerate. In 2025, we passed a new 
record of 23cm of rise since 1901, which is pushing floodwaters further into low-lying coastlines 
and raising the floor of every tide and every storm. 
 
And this is what troubles me most: the very ability of scientists and policymakers to track these 
changes is now under threat. What we know about the ocean and Earth’s energy imbalance 
rests on a sophisticated network of sensors kept in waters across the globe and satellites. 
 
Last month, the scaling back of this work was announced: four of five monitoring sites across 
the Pacific and Atlantic are set to be closed, and equipment is already being pulled from the 
water. Other funding is under similar pressure. At the precise moment we most need to see 
clearly, we are turning off the lights. 
 
But paying attention is not the same as looking on helplessly. Thanks to this year’s IGCC report, 
we understand better than ever how human activity is pulling the climate further out of balance, 
and we know it lies within our power to ease it. Nearly every indicator of climate change is 
flashing red, but citizens, businesses and policymakers still hold the tools available to bring the 
planet back into balance. 
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US public still favours action on climate change despite Trump’s fossil fuel drive 
By: Oliver Milman 
 
Two-thirds of Americans say they are worried about climate but level of media coverage does 
not reflect this 
 
US political and media discourse has drifted away from the climate crisis amid a frontal assault 
by Donald Trump upon policies to limit global heating and the president’s pugnacious demands 
to “drill, baby, drill” for more oil and gas. 
 
Yet while elite attention on climate has waned, even among some previously vocal Democrats 
who have wound back on criticism of the fossil fuels that are overheating our planet, the 
American public remains concerned about the climate crisis and continues to favour action to 
deal with it, according to experts and polling. 
 
“The 2024 election was not a referendum on climate change – Americans believe in climate 
change, worry about climate change and support action on climate change,” said Anthony 
Leiserowitz, director of the climate communication program at Yale University. “That didn’t 
change before, during or after the election.” 
 
About two-thirds of Americans say they are worried about the climate crisis, Yale’s longstanding 
climate polling has found, with this proportion staying consistent even as other topics such as 
the Iran war and inflation have dominated news cycles. 
 
However, people in the US are hearing and reading less about climate change as the media 
shrinks its coverage of the issue, despite mounting heatwaves, droughts and other impacts that 
have roiled parts of the country. Outlets including the Washington Post, NPR and CBS have 
also cut climate journalist positions. 
 
“Voting priorities haven’t changed much in terms of climate but other issues have leapfrogged 
over it, such as the Iran war, and the lack of coverage in the media means that people aren’t 
hearing or talking about it as much,” said Leiserowitz. 
 
“There is this spiral of climate silence. I’ve even heard some leaders of climate groups say, 
‘Don’t mention climate change.’ I don’t know why they’d make that decision, there’s absolutely 
no evidence that people care about this less than they did.” 
 
A majority of US voters now link rising costs in their lives to the climate crisis, Yale has found, 
despite this lack of coverage, with global dependence on oil resulting in higher gasoline costs as 
the Iran war dragged on. 
 
Meanwhile, Trump’s faltering attempts to halt renewable energy projects and escalate oil, gas 
and coal production are also broadly unpopular with the American public, despite some 
assumptions that embracing fossil fuels is a mainstream position. 
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“I’m proudly telling you that we’re going to try and have no windmills built in the United States,” 
Trump said in March. The president, who denies the reality of climate change, has previously 
called clean energy “the scam of the century” and blocked wind and solar projects, only to be 
rebuffed by the courts. 
 
This month, his administration handed out $700m to prop up coal-fired power plants, which 
spew out deadly air pollution and are a leading source of planet-heating emissions. 
 
Yet a mere 7% of American voters say they would support a candidate who advocates 
decreasing the use of renewables, Yale’s polling has found, while just 14% want a candidate 
who pushes for more fossil fuels. 
 
“The president’s viewpoint is not shared by most Americans or even most conservative 
Republicans,” said Leiserowitz. 
 
“This war on renewables isn’t even shared by his own base. Climate is still very polarized in the 
US. But, on the whole, Americans have positive views of clean energy and pretty negative views 
of fossil fuel energy, which they think is dirty and polluting.” 
 
The climate crisis has rarely been a headline political issue in the US, despite its worsening 
impacts, and progress in confronting global heating has been erratic, with landmark climate 
legislation under Joe Biden since unwound by Republicans in Congress. Trump has also fired 
climate scientists and withdrawn the US from international climate agreements. 
 
But rising temperatures are already taking a significant toll upon Americans’ health and bank 
balances, via punishing heat, wildfire smoke and storms. Research from earlier this year found 
that US households are paying between $400 and $900 more each year because of the impacts 
of the climate crisis, with costs ballooning to more than $1,300 in some counties in states such 
as California, Louisiana and Florida. 
 
“The status quo has a lot of real negative consequences for American households,” said 
Kimberly Clausing, an economist at the UCLA School of Law and one of the study’s co-authors, 
who added that home insurance rates and, less obviously, health costs are being accelerated by 
the climate crisis. 
 
“If you live on the Gulf coast or in the rural American west you’d have to be out to lunch to not 
notice how climate change is affecting you in very real ways,” she said. “But if you’re sitting in 
Chicago or Boston it could be harder to realize this on a daily basis. That makes it difficult for 
policymakers to respond, as people often do not connect the dots.” 
 
The received political wisdom that Biden’s climate policies were unpopular will probably deter 
any imminent reversal in this, despite the polling, Clausing said. 
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“People on the left know this is a problem and worry about it but think, ‘Why talk about this if I 
want to win elections?’” she said. “The last guy did, he did something about it and then this 
happened [election defeat]. It’s hard for politicians to get excited about it at the moment.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
21 



 

UN NEWS 
 
Global fish production hits new high, but climate threats loom 
 
Aquaculture now supplies most of the fish people eat, a landmark report by the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) reveals, but rising temperatures and overfishing are putting the 
future of the industry at risk. 
 
Global fisheries and aquaculture production reached a record 188.2 million tonnes in 2024, 
cementing seafood’s role as a critical source of nutrition and income for billions of people, 
according to The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2026. 
 
For the first time, aquaculture now accounts for the majority of fish destined for human 
consumption, a historic shift with profound implications for food security and environmental 
sustainability. 
 
The study shows that aquatic foods supply essential proteins, omega-3 fatty acids, vitamins and 
minerals that are difficult to obtain from other sources, particularly for vulnerable populations in 
low-income countries. 
 
Aquaculture's ascent 
 
Per capita fish consumption has reached 20.7 kilograms annually, the highest level ever 
recorded. In many coastal and island nations, fish provides more than half of all animal protein 
intake. 
 
The sector also drives economic opportunity: some 63.8 million people work directly in fisheries 
and aquaculture worldwide, with women making up a significant share of the workforce, 
particularly in processing and trade. When the broader value chain is included, fisheries and 
aquaculture support the livelihoods of roughly 600 million people globally. 
 
Aquaculture production reached 103.3 million tonnes in 2024, continuing decades of rapid 
expansion. The sector now produces more fish for human consumption than capture fisheries, a 
milestone the report describes as a "turning point" for global food systems. 
 
Asia dominates production, but aquaculture is expanding in Africa and Latin America, offering 
new pathways for rural development and poverty reduction. The report highlights the potential of 
small-scale aquaculture to improve nutrition and incomes in underserved communities. 
 
Ocean under pressure 
 
However, the growth has been accompanied by growing risks: intensive aquaculture can strain 
local ecosystems, spread disease and generate pollution if poorly managed. According to the 
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FAO, governments need to strengthen governance and promote sustainable practices to ensure 
the sector's expansion does not come at environmental cost. 
 
Warming oceans, acidification and shifting species distributions are already disrupting fisheries 
worldwide, threatening the communities that depend on them. The report calls for urgent 
investment in climate adaptation and ecosystem-based management to safeguard marine 
resources. 
 
“Transformative change is needed,” the assessment concludes, calling on governments to end 
harmful subsidies, combat illegal fishing and invest in science-based management. 
 
 
 

=END= 
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