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Arthur’s ghost is fueling monumental flooding and tornadoes in the Gulf Coast
By: Kate S. Petersen

Arthur is no longer a tropical system, but its leftover moisture and energy has resulted in the
death of one person as deadly flooding and severe storms are working their way across the Gulf
Coast and into the South during the weeklong weather event.

Trump administration ditches plan to close a critical ocean monitoring system after

furious bipartisan backlash
By: Laura Paddison and Ella Nilsen

The Trump administration is U-turning on its controversial decision to dismantle a critical ocean
monitoring system that provides vital information on the health of the world’s oceans, after a
bipartisan backlash in Congress.
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INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS

United Nations Climate Talks in Bonn Marked by ‘Sidestepping and Stalling’
By: Bob Berwyn

U.S. policies and military actions have raised anxieties, as well as hopes of a faster transition
away from fossil fuels.

MANILA BULLETIN

M r ries Award for environmental governan
By: Trixee Rosel

Quezon City Mayor Joy Belmonte was conferred the Good Stories Award by the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) for the city’s environmental governance initiatives.

SCIENCE NEWS

Major errors found in Al Gore-founded Climate TRACE database

Scientists found that a major global emissions database may be dramatically undercounting city
vehicle pollution, raising concerns about the accuracy of climate data used by policymakers.
Credit: Shutterstock

THE GUARDIAN

‘Mega-consumers’ of food and energy cost environment $5.7tn a year, study finds
By: Jonathan Watts

Top 10% generate climate and biodiversity damage bill that exceeds economies of most

countries, say researchers

UN NEWS

Climate shocks accelerating as El Nifio threat looms over already vulnerable regions
By: Daniel Dickinson

The warning comes as climate pressures continue to mount worldwide, particularly in regions
already experiencing fragile food systems and recurring humanitarian crises.
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PH, dev’t partners strengthen efforts on localizing climate adaptation

TAGUIG, Philippines — The Government of the Philippines, through the Climate Change
Commission (CCC), together with British Embassy Manila as co-chair, convened the second
technical-level meeting of the Philippines Adaptation Development Partners’ Coordination
Group (DPCG), to focus on strengthening the country’s adaptation efforts, especially in local
implementation.

JOURNAL ONLINE

World-Renowned Artist Hooranky Bae and Climate Change Task Force Sign Landmark
Adgreements for Global Climate Action and Sustainable Development

(MANILA, PHILIPPINES - May 2026) The Climate Change Task Force (CCTF), led by
Director-General Albert P. Dela Cruz, announced the successful signing of two landmark
agreements with globally recognized South Korean artist BAE HAN-SUNG, professionally
known as Hooranky Bae, marking a significant step toward strengthening international
cooperation on climate action, environmental sustainability, and innovative climate financing.
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Arthur’s ghost is fueling monumental flooding and tornadoes in the Gulf Coast
By: Kate S. Petersen

Arthur is no longer a tropical system, but its leftover moisture and energy has resulted in the
death of one person as deadly flooding and severe storms are working their way across the Gulf
Coast and into the South during the weeklong weather event.

A rare Level 4 of 4 high risk of flooding rainfall was issued by the Weather Prediction Center for
parts of Florida, Mississippi, Alabama and Louisiana on Thursday. Arthur's “ghost’— its
lingering, moisture-rich air — is responsible for this dangerous threat for areas that have already
been soaked throughout the week.

It's hard to overstate just how significant these high risk flooding events are. They are issued on
fewer than 4% of days per year on average, but they are responsible for 80% of all flood-related
damage and 36% of all flood-related deaths, WPC research shows.

A county road crew member was killed while working on storm cleanup in Franklin County,
Mississippi, Gov. Tate Reeves said on social media.

Flooding already killed two people in Texas earlier this week before Arthur formed, and the
continued high-stakes flooding risk is keeping local officials on high alert.

Flood watches for the system’s heavy rain have been issued for more than 17 million people
along the northern Gulf Coast to as far east as parts of Georgia. Rainfall rates of 3 to 4 inches
per hour are possible at times in some of these areas.

Arthur dissipated inland about 35 miles north-northeast of Galveston, Texas, on Wednesday
night, according to the National Hurricane Center. But its remnant thunderstorms continue to
push deeper into the South on Thursday and will generate more flash flooding and tornadoes
along the way.

Flooding in Mississippi and Louisiana still a major threat

Dangerous flooding prompted at least three flash flood emergencies — the highest level of
warning — in Louisiana and Mississippi mid-morning Wednesday. Plaucheville, Louisiana, saw
about 2 feet of rain dumped on the city in just 12 hours during a flash flood emergency, the
National Weather Service said.

Another flash flood emergency is in effect for parts of Pearl River County in southern Mississippi
due to a risk of failure at the Anchor Lake Dam. The dam is experiencing a significant overload,
spurring authorities to evacuate about 30 homes downstream, county Emergency Services
Director Jonathan Head told CNN. The spillway system is still functioning as designed, but the
dam has little storage capacity left and more rain is expected, the governor said.


https://edition.cnn.com/2026/06/16/weather/texas-south-flash-flood-threat-tropical-rain-arthur-climate

The area has seen more than 9 inches of rain Thursday. East Hobolochitto Creek near Ceasar,
which is a few miles south of the dam and lake, has risen about 14 feet in the past two days as
a result of all of the heavy rain.

Water rescues took place in Harrison County, and multiple roads are closed across five
Mississippi counties, Reeves said. The state is working with local officials to help coordinate
resources.

In addition to flooding, Arthur’s remnants have also produced multiple tornadoes in southeast
Louisiana. An EF1 tornado struck Avondale, Louisiana — just south of New Orleans — early
Thursday morning, destroying four homes and causing minor damage to around a dozen others,
Jefferson Parish spokesperson Rachel Strassel told CNN.

One mobile home was blown off its cinder blocks and struck a neighboring modular home,
which resulted in two people being taken to the hospital, she said. The neighbor had a leg injury
and the occupant of the mobile home was taken for assessment, according to Strassel.

Winds also shattered the windows of a third home in the area and reportedly blew its occupant
out of bed, she said. Vehicles and trees were also damaged. On the east side of Jefferson
Parish, the storms damaged office buildings and blew a stationary train off the tracks, Strassel
said.

The city of Houma in Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, was also hit by an EF1 tornado overnight
Wednesday. There are reports of damaged homes as well as “significant street and residential
flooding,” according to the Houma Fire Department.

A tornado also moved through St. Tammany Parish, northeast of New Orleans, Thursday
morning. “Our area was hit this morning by strong storms. Crews are responding to flooded
streets, stalled or overturned vehicles, and downed power lines,” the St. Tammany Fire
Protection District 1 posted on social media. Responders conducted “multiple high water
evacuations out of homes” in another part of the parish Wednesday, according to parish Fire
Protection District No. 5.

The remnants of Arthur are expected to produce another 5 to 10 inches of rain through early
Saturday from central and southern parts of Louisiana east through Mississippi and Alabama,
the western Florida Panhandle and western Georgia.

Flooding kills two in Texas

Parts of eastern Texas, Louisiana and Mississippi have picked up more than a month’s worth of
rain in just three days, with some accomplishing this in several hours because of such heavy
rainfall rates.



Some locations from southern and eastern Texas to southern Louisiana and southern
Mississippi have seen over 6 inches of flooding rain so far. The highest official totals as of
Thursday morning were 11.41 inches near Village Mills, Texas, and 11.31 inches near Picayune,
Mississippi, according to the Weather Prediction Center.

Totals continued to climb rapidly Thursday afternoon, especially in parts of Louisiana and
Mississippi.

New Orleans International Airport picked up an entire June’s-worth of rainfall from midnight to 7
a.m. CT Thursday. June is the rainiest month on average, with 7.6 inches normally falling during
the entire month. Thursday is also the rainiest June day on record there, dating back 80 years.

There have been more than 180 reports of flooding across these areas since Sunday afternoon,
according to the National Weather Service.

In Bandera County, northwest of San Antonio, a woman was killed after her vehicle was swept
into a flooded creek early Monday morning. Her vehicle was found “several miles downstream”
and “completely submerged,” the sheriff’s office said in a statement..

On Tuesday evening, a 15-year-old boy was found dead in Magnolia in Montgomery County,
part of the greater Houston metro area, after he entered a flooded retention pond while playing
with a group of teenagers near a construction roadway, the sheriff’s office said in a statement to
CNN.

Homes, buildings and roads flooded in areas across the region since Sunday, leaving many
drivers stranded in floodwaters in Texas, Louisiana and Mississippi.

Fire crews rescued a family, including an infant, from a home with knee-deep water, Picayune
Fire Department Chief Joshua Abercrombie told CNN, noting floodwater was waist-deep on the
road outside the home. An estimated 8 to 9 inches of rain fell over six hours on Tuesday in the
Mississippi city.

“This just dumped a tremendous amount of rain,” Abercrombie said. “We’re not used to flooding
in the areas we got it in.”

Timing the flood threat

Here’s where the biggest flooding concerns are expected in the next few days:

* Thursday night: Heavy rain has mostly ended in Louisiana but is ongoing in parts of
Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia. This batch of storms will persist through the evening.

* Friday to Friday night: The cold front could cause at least isolated flash flooding in much of the
South, but the most significant risk is in southern Alabama and nearby parts of southern
Mississippi and the western Florida Panhandle.



Trump administration ditches plan to close a critical ocean monitoring system after
furious bipartisan backlash
By: Laura Paddison and Ella Nilsen

The Trump administration is U-turning on its controversial decision to dismantle a critical ocean
monitoring system that provides vital information on the health of the world’s oceans, after a
bipartisan backlash in Congress.

The Ocean Observatories Initiative was established in 2016 and involves around 900
instruments across parts of the Pacific and Atlantic, especially designed to withstand the
immense pressure and corrosive saltiness of the ocean depths.

In late May, the National Science Foundation, which funds the $386 million deep-ocean system,
announced it would be pulling up buoys and other underwater equipment from arrays off the
coasts of Alaska, Washington, Oregon, North Carolina and Greenland in what it called a
“descoping” of the network.

But Thursday, NSF announced it will halt these plans and convene an expert panel to “identify a
sustainable path” forward. One array off the coasts of Oregon and Washington has already
been removed, but the NSF said in a statement that it is “developing plans to redeploy the
equipment.” The organization confirmed it would “not proceed with further removal or descoping
of equipment from the remaining arrays.”

The NSF’s about-face comes amid intense backlash to its original decision. Experts feared the
US was taking eyes off the oceans as they endure a period of huge change, with off-the-chart
temperatures fueling devastating storms and threatening fisheries, and fears a critical system of
Atlantic Ocean currents could be on course to collapse.

Ocean scientists CNN previously spoke to said ditching the monitoring system was “foolish” and
“counterintuitive.”

Lawmakers on both sides of the aisle raised objections. “Dismantling the Ocean Observatories
Initiative is supreme stupidity, costing taxpayers millions of dollars and destroying a vital source
of climate data,” Oregon Sen. Jeff Merkley, a Democrat, wrote in a statement.

On Wednesday, Merkley and Republican Sen. Lisa Murkowski of Alaska passed bipartisan
legislation in the Senate to block the use of federal funds to dismantle the system until the NSF
conducts a “thorough review and assessment” of the network, with input from scientists and
coastal communities.

After NSF’s Thursday announcement, Murkowski heralded the decision as a “massive win for
coastal communities and fishermen around the country.”
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House Science Committee Ranking Member Zoe Lofgren, a Democrat from California, said the
NSF’s reversal was welcome but cautioned it was not yet clear “how much damage they have
already done.”

“This should have never happened,” she told CNN in a statement. “This pathetic scheme was
illegal. NSF is governing via chaos and reactionary nonsense. Scientists and coastal economies
that depend on this data deserve better.”

Lofgren said that she and her team would follow NSF’s actions closely. Its “next steps must be
nothing short of replacing any of the instruments that have already been removed and ceasing
all activities to descale until legitimate expert advice has been sought,” she said.

The NSF said it “remains committed to ocean sciences, to responsible stewardship of its
research infrastructure and to supporting the stakeholders that depend on it.”



INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS

United Nations Climate Talks in Bonn Marked by ‘Sidestepping and Stalling’
By: Bob Berwyn

U.S. policies and military actions have raised anxieties, as well as hopes of a faster transition
away from fossil fuels.

The United States did not send a federal government delegation to the latest round of high-level
global climate negotiations in Bonn, Germany, but the current administration’s foreign and
economic policy nevertheless partly shaped the talks, stirring both fear and hope.

The U.S. attack on Iran and its ripple effects across energy markets fueled concerns that climate
action is increasingly being sidelined by military conflicts and economic rivalries. At the same
time, the disruptions reinforced a growing view that shifting away from oil, coal and gas makes
economical and environmental sense, as fossil fuels are linked to many geopolitical conflicts.

Both themes surfaced repeatedly during the 11-day session, where negotiators worked to reach
funding goals for adapting to climate impacts, as well as on the implementation of existing
climate agreements before the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
summit, COP31 in Antalya, Turkey, in November.

The U.S. Department of State did not respond to Inside Climate News’ requests for comments
on the Bonn talks.

“We've seen geopolitical tensions washing through these halls,” said Simon Stiell, UNFCCC
executive secretary. That resulted in some “side-stepping and stalling” on key issues like climate
finance, such as funding for renewable energy in developing countries, he added during his
closing remarks at the Bonn talks.

Stiell conceded that progress on climate action has been hard to come by. The bigger concern
is going backward just as global warming is accelerating, he said.

Daily summaries of the talks compiled by the Earth Negotiations Bulletin documented the
inertia, with descriptions of delegations arguing for hours over minutiae, such as where a block
of sub-bracketed text should be placed within existing brackets.

“We cannot afford to re-open previous decisions, to renegotiate existing targets or to backslide,”
Stiell said. “All parties must be comfortable and confident in restating our existing global
commitments, without cherry-picking those that suit tactically in the moment.”

During the closing plenary on Thursday, a delegate from Saudi Arabia portrayed his country as
a victim of climate change, citing the impact of extreme heat and drought, despite a body of


https://insideclimatenews.org/news/18062026/latest-un-climate-talks-marked-by-sidestepping-stalling/

peer-reviewed studies documenting the nation’s efforts to delay and obstruct international
climate action over the past 30 years.

The U.S. wasn’t completely absent from the talks. Youth activist Analyah Schlaeger dos Santos
from Minneapolis attended as part of a broad coalition of community, environmental and labor
groups, and said it feels like the U.S. government is abandoning its global responsibilities.

“'m going to ground us all in the continued necessary reminder that the United States is the
largest historical polluter in the world, full stop,” she said during a June 16 press conference in
Bonn. “That is our history. It is our reality. It's not something that we can avoid any longer.”

Dos Santos said the multilateral process can only work if everyone participates and works
toward consensus. The U.S. absence is egregious, she said, because it has “caused some of
the worst of the mess, has the biggest capacity to do something, and is also making it more
difficult for everyone else to do their part.”

Noting that countries have backed away from climate finance commitments by saying they need
to focus on military and energy security, dos Santos said, “it's not that we don’t have the money
to meaningfully address the climate crisis, it's that we have a serious priorities issue.”

In one example, a fund set up to pay out billions of dollars for irreplaceable loss and damage
from climate impacts is languishing with only about $100 million in contributions, less than the
cost of a week of war in Iran or Ukraine.

“'m tired of having to advocate for our country to do the right thing,” she said. “I'm tired of
having to come to these spaces and discuss how we, the people that care, can address the
survival of everyone and everything, while in our countries, billionaires and ftrillionaires are
making us fight for scraps.”
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MANILA BULLETIN

QC Mayor Joy gets Good Stories Award for environmental governance
By: Trixee Rosel

Quezon City Mayor Joy Belmonte was conferred the Good Stories Award by the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) for the city’s environmental governance initiatives.

The award was presented during the DENR Good Stories Awarding ceremony, which
recognized Quezon City’s sustained efforts in waste management, conservation, and climate
action programs.

The DENR said the award highlights positive examples of environmental governance that may
be replicated by other local government units.

The agency cited the city’s key environmental initiatives, including its ban on single-use plastics
and the Trash to Cashback Program, which allows residents to exchange recyclable waste for
points.

According to the DENR, these programs have strengthened Quezon City’s waste management
system while supporting efforts toward a circular economy.

Belmonte thanked the DENR for the recognition and reaffirmed the city government’s
commitment to further strengthen its environmental programs amid the challenges of climate
change.

“‘Asahan niyo pong patuloy ang pagsulong natin ng mga proyekto upang masolusyunan ang
climate crisis na ating nararanasan (Rest assured that we will continue to pursue projects that
will help address the climate crisis we are facing,” Belmonte said),” Belmonte said.

She added that the recognition serves as motivation for the local government to continue
implementing concrete environmental solutions.
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SCIENCE NEWS

Major errors found in Al Gore-founded Climate TRACE database

Scientists found that a major global emissions database may be dramatically undercounting city
vehicle pollution, raising concerns about the accuracy of climate data used by policymakers.

A new study from Northern Arizona University (NAU) suggests that a major global greenhouse
gas emissions database may be significantly undercounting carbon dioxide emissions from
vehicles in cities. According to the researchers, the Climate TRACE database, developed by the
Climate TRACE consortium co-founded by former Vice President Al Gore, underestimates
urban vehicle CO2 emissions by an average of 70%.

The findings were published today in Environmental Research Letters by Kevin Gurney, a
professor in NAU's School of Informatics, Computing, and Cyber Systems (SICCS). The study
focused on carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from cars and trucks reported in the recently
released Climate TRACE database.

Gurney said the results, together with an earlier study that identified similar issues in Climate
TRACE estimates for power plants, raise concerns about the reliability of emissions data used
to guide climate policy and decision-making.

"Given the importance of vehicle CO2 emissions in cities, we carefully examined the Climate
TRACE data which relied on promising new artificial intelligence-based approaches," Gurney
said. "When combined with our previous study on Climate TRACE power plant CO2 emissions,
our results suggest that the Climate TRACE data significantly underestimate over half of U.S.
fossil fuel-based CO2 emissions in cities."

Comparing Climate TRACE to the Vulcan Emissions Database

To evaluate the Climate TRACE estimates, Gurney and his colleagues compared them with
data from Vulcan, an "onroad" emissions database developed by his laboratory. The Vulcan
system is calibrated using official traffic records and energy consumption data, providing an
independent benchmark for measuring vehicle emissions.

The researchers compared vehicle CO2 emissions data from 260 U.S. cities across the two
databases.

"While the Vulcan onroad data is not perfect, with uncertainty of about 14%, this is far lower than
the differences found when we compared 260 city vehicle CO2 emissions in the U.S. to the
Climate TRACE database," said Bilal Aslam, a SICCS postdoc and co-investigator on the study.
"The Climate TRACE CO2 emissions were, on average, 70% lower than those same emissions
in the Vulcan onroad CO2 emissions database."
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According to the researchers, the discrepancies were even larger in some locations.

"Individual cities such as Indianapolis and Nashville were lower by more than 90%," added
Pawlok Dass, a research associate in SICCS and contributor to the study.

The authors believe the underestimation may extend beyond the United States and could affect
Climate TRACE data globally. They also expressed concerns about other aspects of the
database that may warrant additional scrutiny.

Concerns About Al-Based Emissions Tracking

The researchers emphasized that artificial intelligence has enormous potential for monitoring
environmental conditions and generating emissions estimates. However, they argue that strong
scientific standards remain essential.

In their view, transparency, expert review, and rigorous scientific methods are necessary to
ensure that emissions data are accurate and trustworthy. Reliable greenhouse gas
measurements are a fundamental part of creating effective climate policies and evaluating
progress toward emissions reductions.

The paper also outlines several recommendations intended to strengthen and improve Climate
TRACE's work, helping policymakers and budget planners make better-informed decisions
about reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

"We will never estimate emissions with perfect accuracy, but we must ensure that the data
shared with policymakers and the public is unbiased and meets best practices and the most
rigorous scientific standards available," Gurney said. "Without this, we mislead decision makers
and potentially lose public trust in our ability to tackle climate change."

Kevin Gurney's Work on Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Gurney, whose expertise spans atmospheric science, ecology and public policy, has spent more
than 20 years developing standardized approaches for measuring greenhouse gas emissions
across the United States.

His Vulcan and Hestia projects, supported by multiple federal agencies, quantify and visualize
greenhouse gas emissions nationwide, from individual power plants and roadways to
neighborhoods. These systems help identify emissions "hotspots" and support more targeted
strategies for reducing pollution. Gurney's emissions estimates have also demonstrated strong
agreement with direct atmospheric monitoring measurements.

Over the course of his career, Gurney has authored more than 180 scientific papers that have

received more than 20,000 citations. His work includes contributions to a recent U.S. National
Academy Report, "Greenhouse Gas Emissions for Decisionmaking."
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He has also participated in the United Nations Climate Change Framework Convention and the
Kyoto Protocol process for more than 25 years and serves as a lead author for the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).
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THE GUARDIAN

‘Mega-consumers’ of food and enerqgy cost environment $5.7tn a vear, study finds
By: Jonathan Watts

Top 10% generate climate and biodiversity damage bill that exceeds economies of most
countries, say researchers

The environmental damage bill racked up by the highest-consuming 10% of the world’s
population has reached up to $5.7tn a year — larger than the economy of every country except
the US and China, a study has found.

Mega-consumers in this group are concentrated in the global north, accounting for more than
half the population of the US and 40-45% of people in the EU.

The damage tally, which one researcher described as “bonkers”, also exceeds global funding
gaps for tackling the climate and biodiversity crises, highlighting how economic priorities remain
skewed towards running down the Earth’s life-support systems.

The most destructive forms of consumption were linked to two main areas: food — particularly
red meat, a primary driver of deforestation — and energy, including flights and heating and
cooling homes, which typically rely on burning of fossil fuels, such as gas, oil and coal.

The $5.7tn figure, published in a paper by researchers at University of Oxford and University of
Leiden, was calculated by using estimates of the monetary impacts of climate disruption,
biodiversity loss, nutrient pollution and freshwater use.

The study found that the average annual environmental damage bill for someone in the global
top 10% ranged from $2,300 to $7,500. This figure rose to $19,000-$63,000 for those in the US.

High-consuming households in emerging economies are catching up. The average
environmental damage bill for the top 10% in China has overtaken that of the top 10% in
Germany, the report says.

Biodiversity loss accounted for the largest share of the global damage bill, making up 47-56% of
the total. The climate emergency was responsible for a further 36-45%.

The authors said the findings strengthened the case for addressing the biodiversity and climate
crises together, rather than treating them as separate policy challenges.

The paper, published on Thursday in Communications Sustainability, cautions that the true
environmental cost by this group is likely to be even higher. The calculations cover only four of
nine planetary boundaries and reflect direct consumption alone, excluding the likely greater
impacts of investments.
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“If anything, these numbers are conservative. The bill leaves out the emissions tied to wealthy
people’s investments,” said Paul Behrens, a British Academy global professor at the Oxford
Martin school and a co-author of the study.

‘Research has shown that a large proportion of a rich person’s carbon footprint comes from
what they own, not how they live; meaning their stocks, bonds and other assets.”
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UN NEWS

Climate shocks accelerating as El Nifio threat looms over already vulnerable regions
By: Daniel Dickinson

The warning comes as climate pressures continue to mount worldwide, particularly in regions
already experiencing fragile food systems and recurring humanitarian crises.

For example, new data from the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) Thursday show that
climate impacts intensified across Africa in 2025.

According to the agency’s latest State of the Climate in Africa 2025 report, extreme weather and
climate-related events affected at least 13 million people and caused more than 3,000 reported
deaths across the continent last year.

Hazardous climate in Africa
Flooding remained the most frequently reported hazard, accounting for more than half of
recorded weather events.

Severe floods in Nigeria in May killed more than 200 people, while flooding in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo in April caused over 160 deaths. Drought meanwhile continued to
deepen hardship across parts of East Africa.

Africa is warming faster than the global average, glacier retreat is accelerating and sea level rise
along sections of the continent’s coastline has exceeded global averages since 1999.

Ice coverage on Mount Kilimanjaro has declined from 11.4 square kilometres in 1900 to less
than one square kilometre in recent years.

Climate scientists warn that these shifts are increasing the frequency and severity of weather
shocks, narrowing the window for preparedness and adaptation.

El Nifio triggers disruption

Against this backdrop, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World Food
Programme (WFP) warned that a potentially strong El Nifio weather pattern expected to
intensify through late 2026 and into next year could trigger another wave of climate-related
disruption.

Changing rainfall patterns associated with El Nifio are expected to bring drought to some
regions and severe flooding to others, threatening harvests, livestock, water supplies and food
production across Africa, Asia, the Pacific and Latin America and the Caribbean.

The agencies cautioned that without early action, millions more people could face worsening

food insecurity and livelihood losses.

17


https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/06/1167753

In response, FAO and WFP launched their first-ever Joint Anticipatory Action Appeal, seeking
$202 million to help nearly 8.8 million people prepare for expected El Nifio impacts.

The appeal is centred on acting ahead of time, delivering support before disasters strike rather
than scaling up after crises unfold.

Planned interventions include cash assistance, distribution of drought and flood-resistant seeds,
livestock protection measures, water storage systems, early warning messaging and climate
advisories tailored to local conditions.

Systems are already in place to support about 1.2 million people expected to be affected by El
Nifo, but additional financing would allow operations to expand rapidly and reach another 7.6
million people across 22 priority countries.

Appeal for funding

FAO Deputy Director-General Beth Bechdol said experience has repeatedly shown that acting
before crisis thresholds are reached is both more effective and less costly than emergency
response after disasters unfold.

WFP Acting Executive Director Carl Skau warned that the international community has only a
narrow window to prevent another major food crisis.

“We now have the tools to anticipate these events, what matters is how we act with that” he
said, stressing that acting quickly is critical to protect families before livelihoods are lost.

The agencies noted that the funding appeal comes at a difficult moment for humanitarian
operations globally, as needs continue to rise while aid budgets remain under growing pressure.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:
JOURNAL ONLINE

World-Renowned Artist Hooranky Bae and Climate Change Task Force Sign Landmark
Agreements for Global Climate Action and Sustainable Development

(MANILA, PHILIPPINES - May 2026) The Climate Change Task Force (CCTF), led by
Director-General Albert P. Dela Cruz, announced the successful signing of two landmark
agreements with globally recognized South Korean artist BAE HAN-SUNG, professionally
known as Hooranky Bae, marking a significant step toward strengthening international
cooperation on climate action, environmental sustainability, and innovative climate financing.

The signing ceremony was held on May 21, 2026 at the Office of Commissioner Albert P. Dela
Cruz of the Climate Change Commission. The parties formally executed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) for Strategic Collaboration on Climate Action, Environmental Fundraising,
NFT Innovation, and Sustainable Eco-Agri Tourism Development, alongside a Digital Asset
(NFT) Issuance and Climate Action Fund Project Cooperation Agreement.

The partnership establishes a comprehensive framework for integrating art, environmental
advocacy, sustainable tourism, and blockchain technology to support climate-resilient
development initiatives in the Philippines and internationally.

A central component of the collaboration is the donation by Master Hooranky Bae of the rights
to his internationally recognized masterpiece, “Flower of Water.” This work, which holds a $54
million valuation and is certified by the Korea Data Certification Authority (KDCA), represents a
monumental contribution to the cause. The artwork and its associated NFT rights will serve as
the financial and symbolic foundation for future environmental fundraising and climate action
campaigns under the Ecosaver.Earth platform.

Through the application of fractional NFT minting technology developed by the Korean technical
team, the initiative seeks to create a transparent and innovative environmental financing
mechanism. This allows the high-value masterpiece to be shared digitally, enabling global
participation in climate action while supporting community-based sustainability programs.

In recognition of his contributions to environmental advocacy and international cooperation, the
Climate Change Task Force formally conferred upon Master Hooranky Bae the title and
credentials of “Climate Change Task Force (CCTF) International Ambassador.” In this capacity,
the artist will serve as a global advocate for climate resilience, environmental stewardship,
ecological conservation, and sustainable development initiatives.

The collaboration aligns with the principles of the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (UNSDGs) and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC), promoting environmental integrity, transparency, community participation, and
long-term climate resilience.
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Priority projects under the partnership will support ecological conservation, climate adaptation,
environmental rehabilitation, sustainable tourism, and community livelihood initiatives in
vulnerable areas of the Philippines, including Agno (Pangasinan), Tarlac, Palawan, Zambales,
Pampanga, Camarines Norte, Camarines Sur, Mountain Province, Cagayan, Cebu, Surigao del
Norte, Surigao del Sur, Agusan del Norte, and Agusan del Sur.

Prior to the signing, representatives of the Climate Change Task Force and Master Hooranky
Bae met with local leaders in Agno, Pangasinan to discuss opportunities for strengthening local
climate action initiatives and promoting sustainable eco-agri tourism development. The visit
highlighted the growing role of arts and culture in advancing environmental awareness and
community resilience.

Master Bae emphasized that art possesses the unique power to connect people across cultures
and inspire collective action in addressing global environmental challenges. Through this
partnership, he expressed his commitment to supporting Philippine climate initiatives while
promoting environmental stewardship through creative expression and technological innovation.

Director-General Albert P. Dela Cruz welcomed the partnership, stating, “This collaboration
demonstrates how art, technology, and environmental leadership can work together to advance
climate action and sustainable development. Master Hooranky Bae’s contribution will help
strengthen international support for climate resilience initiatives while creating meaningful
opportunities for communities and ecosystems that need protection most.”

The Climate Change Task Force and Master Hooranky Bae are expected to expand the initiative
through strategic partnerships with international organizations, environmental institutions,
philanthropic foundations, and private-sector stakeholders to accelerate climate action and
sustainable development efforts worldwide.
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SUNSTAR

PH. dev’t partners strengthen efforts on localizing climate adaptation

TAGUIG, Philippines — The Government of the Philippines, through the Climate Change
Commission (CCC), together with British Embassy Manila as co-chair, convened the second
technical-level meeting of the Philippines Adaptation Development Partners’ Coordination
Group (DPCG), to focus on strengthening the country’s adaptation efforts, especially in local
implementation.

The meeting was set to build on the agreements reached during the first technical-level meeting
of the Philippines DPCG on 08 September 2025. The DPCG is crucial as it provides a
structured platform to align resources, knowledge, and actions among partners. It helps avoid
duplication, ensures efficient use of resources, and strengthens the country’s capacity to
respond to climate risks in a coordinated way.

The meeting gathered government agencies, development institutions, and international
partners to take stock of progress on previously agreed commitments, align support for priority
adaptation initiatives, and endorse key workstreams that will guide the DPCG’s second year of
implementation.

In his opening remarks, CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje
underscored the importance of coherence and coordination in adaptation efforts.

“As adaptation initiatives grow across sectors and institutions, fragmented support produces
fragmented outcomes. We need to look at this from a systems point of view, and a
systems-based approach to adaptation is critical to the success of this group,” Borje said.

Borje emphasized that adaptation efforts must remain aligned with national priorities and
responsive to local needs, noting that communities, local governments, and vulnerable sectors
continue to face increasing climate risks, including extreme heat, water stress, sea level rise,
and stronger weather disturbances.

British Embassy Manila Economic and Climate Counsellor Lloyd Cameron highlighted the
progress made since the development of the Philippines’ first National Adaptation Plan and the
growing recognition of adaptation as a central pillar of climate action.

“What this group is about is meeting that adaptation challenge in partnership with the
multilateral system and with bilateral and international partners,” Cameron said. “Adaptation
now has a status much closer to equal, and what matters is that we are having these
conversations and working together to move them forward.”

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), as co-chair of the DPCG,
through Undersecretary Analiza Rebuelta-Teh, reiterated the role of the DPCG as a platform for
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aligning partner-supported initiatives with the NAP and strengthening coordination between
government and development partners.

“‘As we move further into implementation, the role of this group becomes more operationally
significant,” Rebuelta-Teh said. “We are increasingly focused not only on defining priorities but
on how they are translated into coordinated, risk-informed, and locally implementable
investments aligned across partners and with national systems.”

A major focus of the meeting was accelerating the localization of adaptation action through the
Adaptation Investment Learning Course (AILC), a joint initiative of the CCC, DENR, the Local
Government Academy (LGA), and the British Embassy Manila.

The LGA reported that the pilot implementation of the AILC successfully trained local
government and planning practitioners from seven provinces, helping strengthen capacities in
climate risk assessment, adaptation planning, and the development of evidence-based
adaptation project pipelines.

CCC Commissioner Rachel Anne S. Herrera also provided updates on the development of the
National Adaptation Plan Gender Action Plan (NAP-GAP), a key initiative aimed at
mainstreaming gender, disability, and social inclusion across adaptation planning and
implementation.

Herrera noted that the NAP-GAP is designed to ensure that gender-responsive approaches are
fully integrated into the country's adaptation agenda rather than treated as stand-alone
interventions. She also highlighted upcoming regional consultations and a national validation
workshop as part of the process toward finalizing the plan this year.

Participants discussed opportunities to scale up the program and strengthen support
mechanisms for local governments, including the development of a broader climate learning
network involving national agencies, academic institutions, technical experts, and development
partners.

The meeting also reviewed outcomes from the recently concluded ASEAN Climate Week 2026,
which highlighted the need to shift from adaptation ambition to adaptation delivery, strengthen
enabling environments for adaptation finance, scale ecosystem-based approaches, and
promote stronger institutional coherence across sectors and levels of governance.

The meeting brought together government agencies, development institutions, the private sector
and academe to discuss priority adaptation workstreams for its first year, including NAP
mainstreaming, localization, and finance mobilization. It also provided an opportunity to review
the group’s Terms of Reference (TOR) and identify synergies for joint action.

To support these priorities, participants endorsed the continued development of several
NAP-aligned frameworks, including the Monitoring, Evaluation, Accountability, and Learning
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(MEAL) system, Adaptation Communications (AdComms), and the National Adaptation Plan
Gender Action Plan.

Updates presented during the meeting highlighted ongoing efforts to establish a practical and
institutionalized adaptation monitoring system that can support evidence-based planning,
transparency, accountability, and international reporting obligations under the Paris Agreement.

Development partners reaffirmed their commitment to supporting the Philippines’ adaptation
priorities, including NAP implementation, climate finance mobilization, resilience measurement,
capacity-building initiatives, and adaptation reporting.

The meeting likewise endorsed the proposed process for expanding DPCG membership and
confirmed priority workstreams for the group’s second year, including adaptation finance,
localization, adaptation monitoring and reporting, gender-responsive adaptation planning, and
strengthened partner coordination.

In closing, the co-chairs emphasized that the success of the National Adaptation Plan will
depend on sustained collaboration among government agencies, development partners, local
governments, civil society, academia, and the private sector.

The CCC underscored that the outcomes of the second DPCG meeting mark another important
step toward translating adaptation priorities into concrete action and investments that strengthen

resilience and improve the lives of vulnerable communities across the country. PR

=END=
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