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ECO BUSINESS 

Questions over climate responsibility are no longer political. They are legal 
By Noah Walker-Crawford 

In May 2022, two German judges, a team of lawyers, scientific experts, and a Peruvian 
farmer named Saúl Luciano Lliuya stood 4,500 metres up in the Andes, gazing out at a 
vast blue lake glistening in the sunshine. 

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 

Quezon Province to implement DSWD’s five-year climate resilience plan 
By Patricia Bermudez 

The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) will provide grants to 
thirteen municipalities in Quezon Province for the implementation of a five-year climate 
resilience plan to address the effects of climate change. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
MGB urges LGUs to fully use geohazard maps, act on risk data 
By Marita Moaje 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources’ (DENR) Mines and 
Geosciences Bureau (MGB) on Thursday urged local governments to maximize the use 
of its geohazard maps in their planning and disaster risk reduction efforts. 
 
THE DAILY STAR 
 
What to expect from the strongest El Nino in over a century 
 
A potentially powerful El Nino developing in the Pacific Ocean could reshape weather 
patterns around the world in the coming weeks. Forecasters that warn this could be 
among the strongest El Nino events on record.  
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Preserve heritage and casas as climate rises 
 
WE spent our nation’s 128th Independence Day anniversary among the carved 
balustrades and capiz windows of the old casas at the Las Casas de Acusar in Quezon 
City. 
 
THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
DOE creates carbon credits task force 
by: Brix Lelis 
 
The Department of Energy (DOE) has institutionalized a dedicated task force to oversee 
and ensure the effective implementation of the government’s carbon credit policies. 
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UN WOMEN 
 
El Niño has begun – here's why it matters for women and girls in Asia and the 
Pacific 
By: Trisha Albay 
 
El Niño is now under way, with rising ocean temperatures expected to influence weather 
patterns across Asia and the Pacific in the months ahead. While attention often focuses 
on shrinking water supplies, crop losses and rising food prices, another story is 
unfolding: one that is less visible but equally urgent. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Powering growth in an uncertain world: The high cost of energy vulnerability 
by: Secretary Robert EA Borje 
 
For decades, energy debates have revolved around a familiar question: How do we 
produce enough electricity to sustain growth? 
 
DAILY GUARDIAN 
 
DOF pushes ASEAN climate finance agenda 
 
As the Philippines leads the ASEAN chairship in 2026, the Department of Finance is 
taking a central role in advancing regional climate action through fiscal policy, public 
finance, investment solutions and resource mobilization. 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Libanan bats for rainwater harvesting projects amid widespread El Niño threat 
By Ellson Quismorio 
 
A serious El Niño threat needs an innovative response from the government. That's why 
House Minority Leader and 4Ps Party-list Rep. Marcelino “Nonoy” Libanan is urging 
local government units (LGUs) and community organizations to tap the P1-billion 
People’s Survival Fund (PSF). 
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
Rainwater harvesting infrastructure needed as El Niño nears 
By: Delon Porcalla 
 
The Marcos administration needs to tap the P1 billion People’s Survival Fund (PSF) that 
was earmarked by Congress for “rainwater harvesting” facilities that can be used by 
local government units (LGUs) to fight another threat of El Niño later this year. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ECO BUSINESS 
 
Questions over climate responsibility are no longer political. They are legal 
By Noah Walker-Crawford 
 
In May 2022, two German judges, a team of lawyers, scientific experts, and a Peruvian 
farmer named Saúl Luciano Lliuya stood 4,500 metres up in the Andes, gazing out at a 
vast blue lake glistening in the sunshine. 
 
Above the water, glaciers towered against a clear sky. You could hear them cracking. 
Every so often, a flurry of ice and snow tumbled down the mountainside. At that altitude, 
every step hurts a little, and the cold wind cut through our clothes. I was there as a 
researcher and adviser to Lliuya’s legal team. 
 
We had travelled up a perilous dirt road to Lake Palcacocha, which has grown 
dramatically as warming temperatures accelerate glacial retreat. Scientists have warned 
it could overflow, sending a devastating flood wave toward the city of Huaraz, where 
Lliuya owns a house and some 50,000 people live in the danger zone. 
 
RWE, one of Europe’s largest carbon emitters, has no operations in Peru. Yet it was a 
legal case against it which had carried the company’s lawyers to this lakeshore. The 
argument was that climate change makes emitters and affected communities 
neighbours, regardless of the distance between them. 
 
A neighbourly dispute 
How did a Peruvian farmer end up in a German courtroom with a major energy 
company? In 2014, Lliuya met German climate activists searching for legal tools to hold 
major polluters accountable. 
 
He knew the glaciers above his home were shrinking, and he understood that the cause 
lay not locally, but in the emissions of wealthy countries and large corporations. 
Together, they devised a claim built on nuisance law, a legal principle typically applied in 
disputes between neighbours over interference with property. 
 
The argument was simple. RWE had contributed an estimated 0.47 per cent of global 
industrial greenhouse gas emissions since the beginning of industrialisation. Those 
emissions contributed to global warming and the melting of the glaciers above Huaraz. 
Therefore, they claimed, RWE should pay 0.47 per cent of the cost of protecting Lliuya’s 
property from flooding: around US$20,000. The sum was symbolic. The principle was 
not. 
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Filed in 2015, the case was initially dismissed by a lower court. But in November 2017, 
the higher regional court of Hamm found the claim admissible. The presiding judge 
posed a question that went beyond the legal matter at hand. In the places in the world 
where money is scarce, can we leave these people on their own even when we are 
causing the problem over here? Is that just? 
 
A defeat that changed the law 
On 28 May 2025, the court handed down its verdict. Lliuya’s claim was dismissed. The 
judges concluded that the risk of flooding to his property was not high enough to warrant 
a legal remedy. But the 139-page ruling told a different story. 
 
For the first time anywhere in the world, a court established that major greenhouse gas 
emitters can in principle be held liable for their contribution to climate harms. The 
distance between emitter and affected community was no barrier, and regulatory 
approvals offered no defence. 
 
The court accepted attribution science – an increasingly important discipline which 
seeks to link human-caused climate change to extreme weather events and phenomena 
– as evidence. It found that companies like RWE should have known about climate risks 
since at least the mid-1960s. 
 
Lliuya lost his case, but the legal reasoning was a landmark. Commentators described 
the outcome as a “success without victory”. 
 
The mountains are still melting 
The principles established in the judgement are now available to courts worldwide. 
Lliuya’s claim fell short because the assessed risk to his particular property was too low. 
But countless communities face far more immediate and severe climate impacts. They 
now have a pathway to hold major emitters accountable. 
 
This matters for the clean energy transition. Climate litigation is emerging as a pressure 
mechanism that complements policy and market forces, raising the legal and financial 
cost of continued fossil fuel dependence from below: affected communities in the Global 
South directing claims at major emitters in the Global North. 
 
The case achieved something beyond its legal outcome. A major emitter was forced to 
confront the consequences of its business model via a melting glacier. A farmer from 
the Andes got a voice in a system where he would otherwise have had none. And the 
precedent will far outlast the individual claim. 
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One lawsuit will not stop climate change. But by asserting that the world’s largest 
polluters are neighbours to the communities bearing the brunt of their emissions, 
Lliuya’s case has changed the legal climate. 
 
The mountains above Huaraz are still melting. The question of who should take 
responsibility is no longer just political. It is legal. 
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
Quezon Province to implement DSWD’s five-year climate resilience plan 
By Patricia Bermudez 
 
The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) will provide grants to 
thirteen municipalities in Quezon Province for the implementation of a five-year climate 
resilience plan to address the effects of climate change. 
 
As part of the Panahon ng Pagkilos: Philippine Community Resilience Project (PCRP), 
a new modality under the Kapit-Bisig Laban sa Kahirapan-Comprehensive and 
Integrated Delivery of Social Services (Kalahi-CIDSS), the Philippine Community 
Resilience Project (PCRP) aims to help communities reduce agricultural and fishery 
losses, improve income, and enhance their capacity to address climate change. 
 
For 2026, the DSWD CALABARZON noted that the PCRP will cover the municipalities 
of Burdeos, San Andres, Panukulan, Patnanungan, Polilio, Atimonan, Infanta, and San 
Francisco. Through the PCRP, each town will benefit in community-driven subprojects 
worth at least Php 50-M. 
 
Furthermore, these grants will help fund key climate-resilient infrastructure and 
livelihood support projects, including road construction, flood control and irrigation 
systems, post-harvest facilities, evacuation centers, and coastal protection. 
 
Implementing these projects will involve community members, from planning, operation, 
up to maintenance. 
 
The DSWD said that the PCRP will expand to include another five qualified 
municipalities by year 2027.  
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
MGB urges LGUs to fully use geohazard maps, act on risk data 
By Marita Moaje 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources’ (DENR) Mines and 
Geosciences Bureau (MGB) on Thursday urged local governments to maximize the use 
of its geohazard maps in their planning and disaster risk reduction efforts. 
 
In a Bagong Pilipinas Ngayon interview, MGB Assistant Secretary Karlo Queano said 
the bureau is mandated to provide information on rain-induced landslides, including 
flooding. 
 
“Ang Mines and Geosciences ang nagpo-produce ng mga geohazard maps, so ito ay 
makakatulong sa ating land use plan (The Mines and Geosciences produce geohazard 
maps, so this will help in our land use plan),” he said 
 
“Kung maaari sa isang lugar kung ito po ay mabahain, maaari po tayo mag-conduct ng 
mga programa in terms of mitigation as well as adaptation. Kung maaari po sa isang 
lugar na mabahain, kung alam po natin kung gaano kataas ang pagbaha, ito po ay 
makakatulong sa pag-design ng ating imprastraktura (In an area that is prone to 
flooding, we can conduct programs in terms of mitigation as well as adaptation. In a 
flood-prone area, if we know how high the floodwaters rise, this will help in designing 
our infrastructure),” he added. 
 
The MGB geohazard maps are detailed scientific tools that identify communities 
susceptible to rain-induced landslides, floods and storm surges, and are designed to 
guide disaster preparedness, evacuation planning and urban zoning. 
 
Queano said the bureau’s maps are grounded in nationwide field geological 
assessments that identify rain-induced landslides, flooding pathways, coastal hazards 
and subsidence risks. 
 
He said the mapping work began in 2008 and is validated at the barangay level by 
geologists who conduct site inspections. 
 
Queano stressed that the maps are not static documents and are regularly updated. 
 
“Now, as regularly as possible po ay ina-update natin yung mga mapa. Alam po natin na 
through the years maaaring magbago ang kondisyon ng isang lugar dahil sa mga 
natural factors as well as mga intervention na ginagawa ng mga ating kababayan (Now, 
as regularly as possible, we update the maps. We know that over the years, the 

9 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1277596


condition of a place can change due to natural factors as well as interventions made by 
our fellow citizens),” he said. 
 
He emphasized that geohazard data should directly guide land-use planning and 
infrastructure design, particularly in high-risk areas, adding that risk information should 
inform both mitigation and adaptation strategies. 
 
He also cited planning applications, such as those involving adjustments to building 
design in flood-prone zones. 
 
Meanwhile, Queano noted that LGUs are required to integrate geohazard maps into 
their land-use plans, in coordination with national agencies and disaster authorities. 
 
“So as a science, we provide the science and in terms of the implementation, yan ay 
through the help po ng DILG at iba pa pong sangay ng gobyerno (that is, through the 
help of the Department of the Interior and Local Government and other government 
agencies),” he said. 
 
He added that hazard assessments are shared through the national disaster risk 
reduction system to identify communities at risk during typhoons and earthquakes. 
 
With extreme weather events becoming more frequent, he said planning must assume 
worst-case scenarios, particularly for rainfall, flooding and sea level rise. 
 
He also warned that long-term infrastructure, such as seawalls, must be designed with 
future conditions in mind. 
 
“Kaya nga po kailangan sa mga disenyo, meron din tayong mga projection (That is why 
in our designs, we have to have projections) and geo-hazard maps can provide the first 
information,” he said. 
 
Queano also warned residents living in high-risk areas to consider relocating or 
coordinate with their LGUs for proper assistance. 
 
“Sa ating mga kababayan, in this time of climate change, kailangan po tayo mas maging 
resilient at seryosohin po natin ang binibigyan na impormasyon ng ating mga sangay ng 
gobyerno (to our fellow citizens, in this time of climate change, we need to be more 
resilient and take seriously the information provided by our government agencies),” he 
said. 
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THE DAILY STAR 
 
What to expect from the strongest El Nino in over a century 
 
A potentially powerful El Nino developing in the Pacific Ocean could reshape weather 
patterns around the world in the coming weeks. Forecasters that warn this could be 
among the strongest El Nino events on record.  
 
There’s "real potential for the strongest El Nino event in 140 years," said Paul Roundy, a 
professor of atmospheric and environmental sciences at the State University of New 
York at Albany. 
 
The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) expects El Nino conditions to emerge 
soon and continue at least into winter. Depending on its strength and duration, the 
climate phenomenon could trigger drought, flooding, heat waves and disruptions to food 
and water supplies in multiple regions. 
 
"The world must treat it as the urgent climate warning it is," United Nations 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said. "El Nino conditions will pour fuel on the fire of 
a warming world." 
 
What is El Nino?  
 
El Nino is a naturally occurring climate pattern that occurs every two to seven years. It 
begins when trade winds over the tropical Pacific weaken, allowing warm water to 
accumulate in the Pacific Ocean. 
 
Although the area of warming is about the size of the continental United States and only 
takes place in one region, its effects can be felt around the world. 
 
"By changing the tropical atmosphere, you can then change the atmosphere further 
away across the mid-latitudes, which is why we care about it so much, even though 
we're thousands and thousands of miles away potentially," NASA Goddard Institute for 
Space Studies Director Gavin Schmidt told DW. 
 
That sets off a global chain reaction, with El Nino being "the first atmospheric domino to 
fall," he said. 
 
What impacts are expected on the climate?  
Those reactions vary dramatically from region to region. In some places, that means an 
increased risk of drought; in others, flooding. 
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Parts of Central America, Asia, Africa and Australia often become hotter and drier 
during El Nino years. The resulting water shortages can affect agriculture, hydropower 
generation and drinking water supplies. In Honduras, authorities estimate that around 
75 municipalities could face severe drought conditions. Tegucigalpa, the country's 
capital, has already declared a water emergency. 
 
In other parts of the world, the risks are reversed. Along parts of South America's Pacific 
coast, El Nino can bring torrential rainfall and destructive flooding.   
 
The consequences can persist long after the rain stops or reservoirs run dry. El Nino 
has been associated with crop failures and economic losses potentially running into the 
trillions. During the 2015-2016 El Nino, poor harvests left millions of people around the 
world in need of food assistance. 
 
Wildfires are also a growing concern. Scientists warn that El Nino is likely to increase 
the risk of severe heat and drought conditions that fuel fires across Australia, Canada, 
the United States and the Amazon rainforest.  
 
Storms, reefs and the Atlantic hurricane season  
 
 
El Nino plays a big role in tropical storm activity. 
 
Scientists expect this year's Atlantic hurricane season to be less active than average. El 
Nino conditions tend to increase wind shear over the Atlantic, which makes it more 
difficult for storms to form and intensify.   
 
"The waters are beginning to warm in the central and eastern tropical Pacific," said 
atmospheric scientist Brian Tang. "Usually when we have an El Nino developing, 
especially during hurricane season, that suppresses clouds, thunderstorms, 
precipitation and tropical cyclones in the Atlantic." 
 
But fewer storms do not necessarily mean less danger. Once a storm reaches hurricane 
strength, it becomes harder to suppress, meaning those that do develop could still 
cause catastrophic damage.  
 
The picture is different in the Pacific, where El Nino tends to have the opposite effect, 
fueling more and stronger storms. 
 
Marine ecosystems are also under pressure. Warmer ocean temperatures associated 
with El Nino can trigger coral bleaching and add stress to reefs that are already 
weakened by repeated heat stress linked to climate change. 

12 



Agriculture is affected as well. In India, mango growers have reported sharply reduced 
harvests after unusual weather conditions disrupted flowering and fruit development, 
affecting both supply and income for producers.  
 
How does climate change affect El Nino?  
Scientists say there is no clear evidence that climate change is making El Nino itself 
stronger. But climate change can amplify its impacts. 
 
"Climate change can make a severe El Nino drought into an extreme El Nino drought," 
said Michael McPhaden, a senior scientist at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 
 
A warmer atmosphere holds more moisture, increasing the risk of extreme rainfall and 
flooding. Higher temperatures can also intensify drought by drying soils more quickly. 
 
Because global temperatures are already near record highs, El Nino events can more 
easily push global temperatures into new record territory. 
 
Can countries prepare for this El Nino?  
 
 
One advantage of El Nino is that it develops gradually and can be monitored months in 
advance. 
 
Scientists can track ocean temperatures and atmospheric conditions, giving 
governments and communities time to prepare. 
 
Forecasts can help authorities protect harvests, strengthen flood defenses and improve 
early warning systems. 
 
"We know where it will be unusually wet or dry," McPhaden said. "There's plenty of time 
through these long-range weather forecasts to develop mitigation strategies to avoid 
some of the worst impacts."  
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Preserve heritage and casas as climate rises 
 
WE spent our nation’s 128th Independence Day anniversary among the carved 
balustrades and capiz windows of the old casas at the Las Casas de Acusar in Quezon 
City. 
 
Casas like Monroy, Arroyave and Boix are repositories of skill, memory and material 
culture: hardwood joinery, woven floorboards, clay tiles, capiz panes, artisanal ironwork 
and techniques passed down through generations. Each beam is a ledger of lives lived 
and choices made. Each roofline is a classroom in vernacular responses to heat, rain 
and typhoon winds. Our Independence Day celebration under their eaves was a 
tangible continuity, an inheritance that climate change now puts on the line. 
 
International heritage bodies have been clear: climate change is one of the greatest, 
fastest‑growing threats to cultural property worldwide. Rising seas, frequent and intense 
storms, changing humidity regimes, flooding and shifting ecological pests accelerate the 
buildings’ decay and make traditional materials more vulnerable. Protecting heritage 
demands climate‑aware planning, not just conservation for its own sake. 
 
The stakes are immediate for the Philippines. Scientific assessments and national 
agencies show stronger cyclones, heavier rainfall, accelerated sea‑level rise and 
extreme weather as central near‑term risks, conditions that damage low‑lying coastal 
towns, historic districts and wooden houses built before modern engineering standards. 
 
What does this mean for century‑old casas? First, traditional materials like untreated 
hardwoods and lime mortars are highly sensitive to moisture fluctuation and salt 
exposure. Second, because the craftsmen who know how to repair them are aging, their 
skills are vulnerable unless actively transmitted and funded. Third, many historic houses 
sit on plots that lack formal protection or adaptation funding; the cost of retrofitting like 
elevating foundations and using compatible weather‑resistant treatments is out of reach 
for ordinary owners and small local government units (LGUs). Unchecked, these 
pressures turn living heritage into ruins and memory into a footnote. 
 
Toolkit for preservation 
 
Preservation in the era of climate collapse requires an expanded toolkit blending 
traditional conservation with climate adaptation and community empowerment. 
 
Launch community‑led surveys to map and condition‑report casas. Prioritize immediate 
repairs like roofing and termite control that reduce exposure to extreme weather. Use 
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low‑carbon, heritage‑compatible materials and reversible interventions to keep the 
house’s character intact 
 
Support apprenticeship programs like public grants or heritage tourism rebates that 
keep joinery, nipa‑thatch weaving and masonry skills alive. Funding and structured 
training will ensure craftspeople can transmit knowledge to the next generation. 
 
Work with LGUs to include heritage houses in their Local Climate Change Action Plans. 
Integrate stormwater upgrades, manage retreats where necessary and perform 
flood‑proofing schemes tailored to traditional structures, making adaptation measures 
practical and culturally sensitive. 
 
Push for municipal ordinances that protect historic houses. Create tax incentives, 
microgrant programs for maintenance and insurance products adapted for owners of 
heritage properties to make upkeep financially viable for ordinary families. 
 
Build alliances between heritage custodians, climate scientists, engineers and cultural 
agencies to access technical guidance and funding. To amplify impact, reach out to 
national bodies like the National Historical Commission of the Philippines and the 
National Commission on Culture and the Arts, which maintain registries and programs 
that support documentation, grants and local networks. 
 
This goes beyond preserving old houses for tourists. It’s about sustaining local identity, 
livelihoods and resilience. A maintained casa can host community events, house small 
enterprises, teach younger generations traditional crafts and anchor adaptive land‑use 
that reduces displacement during storms. Conversely, neglecting heritage weakens 
social cohesion at the very moment communities need strong social capital to respond 
to disasters. 
 
That afternoon, under carved eaves, I felt joy for what has survived centuries of change 
and urgency because the next decades will be decisive. In valuing our casas as more 
than museum pieces, we must treat them as critical infrastructure: fragile, precious, 
reparable, and deserving of public investment and civic devotion. 
 
My call to action is simple: start locally, act now. Encourage your barangay or city to 
inventory its century‑old houses. Ask your LGU to include heritage in climate adaptation 
budgets. Support apprenticeship workshops and volunteer on documentation drives. In 
visiting a casa, ask about its maintenance plan and lend your voice to protect it. 
 
Heritage is an urgent front line of climate action and inseparable from it. Failure to shore 
up our casas will cause us to lose not only wood and stone but the stories, skills and 
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civic anchors binding us together. Acting now can model a different future, where 
climate resilience and cultural continuity walk forward together.  
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
DOE creates carbon credits task force 
by: Brix Lelis 
 
The Department of Energy (DOE) has institutionalized a dedicated task force to oversee 
and ensure the effective implementation of the government’s carbon credit policies. 
 
Under a department order signed on June 18, the Task Force on Energy Carbon Credits 
(TFECC) was formally created following the establishment of the regulatory framework 
governing carbon credits within the energy sector. 
 
The TFECC will be chaired by the DOE undersecretary overseeing the Energy Policy 
and Planning Bureau, with the assistant secretary and EPPB director serving as vice 
chairpersons. 
 
Members will include representatives from key DOE bureaus involved in energy policy, 
electric power, renewable energy (RE), resource development, energy utilization and 
the oil industry. 
 
As the DOE’s designated representatives in inter-agency engagements, the chairperson 
and vice chairpersons will lead discussions on carbon markets, climate policy initiatives 
and international carbon transfer mechanisms. 
 
They will also provide strategic direction for the country’s energy carbon credit program 
and approve policies, guidelines, methodologies and implementing rules developed by 
the TFECC. 
 
The creation of the TFECC is pursuant to Section 14 of DC2025-09-0018 issued by the 
DOE in September 2025, which sets forth the general guidelines for the monitoring of 
carbon credits in the energy sector. 
 
It is likewise aligned with Section 3 of Executive Order 174 signed in 2014, which 
institutionalizes the Philippine greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory management and 
reporting system. 
 
In April 2016, the Philippines, along with 174 countries, signed the Paris Agreement, an 
international treaty adopted during the 2015 United Nations Climate Change 
Conference. 
 
While it has yet to declare a net-zero target, the Philippines has committed to reducing 
GHG emissions by 75 percent by 2030 under its nationally determined contribution. 
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Energy Secretary Sharon Garin said the Paris Agreement presents significant 
opportunities for the Philippines to access global financing, advanced technologies and 
capacity-building support through the generation, authorization and transfer of carbon 
credits. 
 
The Philippines has established a framework that sets clear criteria for determining the 
eligibility of mitigation activities, projects and programs designed to generate and 
receive carbon credit certificates (CCCs). 
 
Eligible initiatives include the voluntary early retirement of coal-fired power plants, the 
expansion of RE projects, the adoption of energy-efficient technologies, increased 
biofuel blending and the transition to electric vehicles. 
 
A CCC, as defined by the DOE, is a tradeable certificate that represents one ton of 
carbon dioxide equivalent to GHG emissions reduced or removed from the atmosphere. 
Such certificates can be traded or used in international and domestic compliance 
markets, as well as in the voluntary carbon market.  
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UN WOMEN 
 
El Niño has begun – here's why it matters for women and girls in Asia and the 
Pacific 
By: Trisha Albay 
 
El Niño is now under way, with rising ocean temperatures expected to influence weather 
patterns across Asia and the Pacific in the months ahead. While attention often focuses 
on shrinking water supplies, crop losses and rising food prices, another story is 
unfolding: one that is less visible but equally urgent. 
 
For millions of women and girls, the consequences of heat waves and drought are felt in 
their homes, livelihoods and daily lives. 
 
The effects of drought are not felt equally. As food prices rise and water becomes 
harder to access, women are often expected to absorb the shock. They spend more 
time finding food and water, take on additional care responsibilities and frequently 
sacrifice their own nutrition to help their families cope. In some households, women and 
girls already eat last and least. This is particularly concerning in a region where nearly 
one in three women, or 32.9 per cent, was already living with anaemia before recent 
climate shocks. 
 
The economic impacts are equally significant. Women are heavily represented in 
agriculture, informal work and other climate-sensitive sectors. Extreme heat can reduce 
productivity, damage crops and goods, and make outdoor work dangerous. For women 
farmers, vendors, factory workers and home-based workers, hotter days often translate 
into lower incomes and fewer opportunities to earn a living. Research from South Asia 
found that heat stress can reduce the incomes of women home-based workers by as 
much as 30 per cent. 
 
At the same time, the burden of unpaid care work increases. When water sources dry 
up, someone must spend additional time collecting water. When food is scarce, 
someone must find ways to feed the family. More often than not, that someone is a 
woman or a girl. As households contend with the impacts of El Niño, ongoing tensions 
in the Middle East have also contributed to higher fuel and fertilizer costs, adding to the 
burdens many women already face in keeping households fed and cared for. Women 
already perform 80 per cent of all unpaid care work in Asia and the Pacific. As hours 
spent on care work rise, opportunities for paid employment, education and leadership 
can slip further out of reach. 
 
The risks do not end there. 
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Evidence from across the region shows that heat waves and droughts can also increase 
the risk of gender-based violence. Economic stress, displacement, longer journeys to 
collect water and fuel, and harmful coping mechanisms can expose women and girls to 
greater danger, including child marriage, trafficking, sexual violence and intimate partner 
violence. Rising temperatures have been linked to higher rates of child marriage, as 
some families turn to marriage as a way of coping with economic and environmental 
stress. 
 
As countries prepare for El Niño-related impacts, climate action must go beyond 
weather forecasts and emergency response. It must recognize that climate risks are 
experienced differently by women, men, girls and boys. 
 
Investing in gender-responsive early warning systems, supporting women farmers with 
climate-resilient technologies, partnering with women-led organizations, addressing 
unpaid care burdens and integrating gender-based violence prevention into disaster 
preparedness can help communities withstand the next heat wave or drought before it 
becomes a crisis. 
 
El Niño may be a recurring climate phenomenon. The inequalities it exposes do not 
have to be. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Powering growth in an uncertain world: The high cost of energy vulnerability 
by: Secretary Robert EA Borje 
 
For decades, energy debates have revolved around a familiar question: How do we 
produce enough electricity to sustain growth? 
 
That remains important. But for countries such as the Philippines, it is no longer 
sufficient. 
 
A more urgent question confronts us: What is the cost of remaining vulnerable? 
 
According to the International Energy Agency (IEA), the Philippines imports more than 
half of its total primary energy supply, largely in the form of coal and crude oil. This 
dependence exposes our economy to global fuel price volatility, geopolitical tensions 
and supply disruptions over which we exercise little control. These vulnerabilities have 
consequences. They influence inflation, shape investment decisions, affect industrial 
competitiveness, and ultimately determine how resilient our economy can be in times of 
uncertainty. 
 
The recent escalation of hostilities in the Middle East has reminded us how quickly 
external events can reverberate through domestic economies. For an energy-importing 
country such as the Philippines, geopolitical instability affects fuel prices, electricity 
costs, inflation, and ultimately the lives of ordinary Filipinos. 
 
This is the cost of vulnerability. 
 
The debate over renewable energy is often framed around the costs of transition. Solar 
farms require investment. Wind projects require infrastructure. Geothermal and 
hydropower require long-term planning. These are legitimate considerations. But 
perhaps we are asking the wrong question. 
 
Can we afford the growing costs of remaining vulnerable? 
 
Vulnerability is expensive. Every surge in imported fuel prices affects consumers and 
businesses alike. Every supply disruption reverberates through the economy. Every 
period of uncertainty raises the cost of investment and planning. These are not isolated 
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events. They are structural risks that accompany dependence on systems beyond our 
control. 
 
Renewable energy should therefore not be viewed simply as an environmental choice 
or a climate commitment. It is increasingly becoming an economic necessity. 
 
Not because renewable energy eliminates risk entirely. Rather, it reduces exposure to 
some of the most expensive vulnerabilities confronting our economy today. 
 
The Philippines is fortunate to possess a diverse portfolio of renewable energy 
resources. We are among the world’s leading producers of geothermal energy. We have 
more than 70 hydropower plants that contribute to grid stability and energy security. 
Solar and wind continue to expand across Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao. Together, 
these resources provide something increasingly valuable in a volatile world: options. 
 
And diversification itself is a form of resilience. 
 
An energy portfolio can also be seen as an investment portfolio. No prudent investor 
places all assets in a single instrument. Neither should a nation place its energy future 
in a narrow set of imported fuels whose prices it does not control. Diversification is not 
merely a financial principle. It is a resilience principle. 
 
This understanding increasingly underpins our national development agenda. 
 
Under President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., the Philippine Development Plan (PDP) 
2023-2028 recognizes climate change, disasters, and energy insecurity as among the 
most significant risks to sustained and inclusive growth. The Philippine Energy Plan 
(PEP) seeks affordable, reliable, and secure energy while increasing the share of 
renewable energy in the power generation mix to 35 percent by 2030 and 50 percent by 
2040. Meanwhile, the Philippines’ Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) under the 
Paris Agreement provides the long-term framework for pursuing development while 
reducing climate and energy vulnerabilities. 
 
These are not competing agendas. 
 
The PDP provides the vision for sustained and inclusive growth. The PEP provides the 
pathway toward a secure, affordable, and diversified energy future. The NDC provides 
the long-term framework for managing climate and transition risks. 
 
Together, they are not separate plans. They are a common strategy for reducing the 
country’s cost of vulnerability. 
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The NDC, in particular, should not be viewed solely as an emissions pledge. It is also an 
investment signal. It tells markets where the country intends to go. It provides policy 
predictability. It identifies sectors where investment will be needed. And it signals that 
the Philippines intends to build an economy that is more resilient, more competitive, and 
better prepared for the demands of a rapidly changing world. 
 
This matters because markets do not invest in aspirations. They invest in predictability. 
They invest where policies are stable, regulations are transparent, and governments 
articulate a credible long-term direction. 
 
The stakes are high. The Climate Change Commission’s National Adaptation Plan 
projects that climate change could reduce Philippine GDP by 7.6 percent by 2030, 13.6 
percent by 2040, and as much as 25 percent by the end of the century if risks are left 
unaddressed. These are not merely environmental losses. They are losses in 
productivity, livelihoods, investments, and economic opportunity. 
 
Renewable energy is not simply about changing how we produce electricity. It is about 
changing the terms of our vulnerability. 
 
The true cost of renewable energy is often debated. The cost of vulnerability is 
discussed far less. 
 
Yet vulnerability has a price. It is paid through higher energy costs, lost opportunities, 
delayed investments, disrupted livelihoods, and diminished resilience to future shocks. 
 
The Philippines cannot afford expensive vulnerability. And in an age of uncertainty, 
renewable energy is one of the wisest investments any nation can make. 
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DAILY GUARDIAN 
 
DOF pushes ASEAN climate finance agenda 
 
As the Philippines leads the ASEAN chairship in 2026, the Department of Finance is 
taking a central role in advancing regional climate action through fiscal policy, public 
finance, investment solutions and resource mobilization. 
 
The DOF pushed the country’s climate finance and national resilience strategies during 
ASEAN Climate Week 2026, held from April 27 to May 1, 2026. 
 
The regional event focused on practical and finance-driven climate solutions anchored 
on the ASEAN Community Vision 2045, which sets the bloc’s long-term goal of 
becoming a resilient, innovative, dynamic and people-centered ASEAN by 2045. 
 
The DOF said climate action must be integrated into government budgeting, economic 
planning and investment programming as countries face rising costs from 
climate-related disasters and the transition to low-carbon development. 
 
On April 28, 2026, the DOF partnered with the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit to lead the session titled “Financing Climate and Biodiversity Action in 
ASEAN.” 
 
The session used case studies and panel discussions to examine the regional finance 
landscape for climate and biodiversity action. 
 
DOF Climate Finance Policy Director John Adrian Narag presented a “whole-of-society” 
strategy to scale up resources by linking domestic assets such as the People’s Survival 
Fund with regional mechanisms such as SEADRIF and international funding. 
 
“We must integrate climate risks directly into our treasury and fiscal planning to ensure 
our national budgets serve as strategic shields for our people’s future,” Undersecretary 
Joven Balbosa said in a statement. 
 
The DOF also led the “Virtual Knowledge Exchange on Climate Finance and Climate 
Modelling for Economic Planning & Finance Mobilization” from April 29 to 30, 2026. 
 
The virtual exchange was organized with the United Nations Development Programme 
Philippines, the UNDP Bangkok Regional Hub, and the United Kingdom’s Foreign, 
Commonwealth & Development Office. 
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For the session, the DOF emphasized the importance of integrating climate 
considerations into fiscal design and planning. 
 
The department said such integration would help guide communities toward a 
low-carbon economy and stronger climate resilience. 
 
The DOF also presented the forthcoming Philippines’ Climate Finance Strategy. 
 
The strategy is expected to serve as a blueprint for managing and mobilizing resources 
to achieve national climate targets. 
 
The department also supported the development of a Climate-Economy Modelling tool. 
 
The tool is designed to help government agencies make informed decisions on climate 
risks and strengthen overall public financial management. 
 
The DOF said the Philippines’ climate finance work is also reinforced by the country’s 
role as host of the Board of the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage. 
 
The fund was operationalized under the United Nations climate process to respond to 
the needs of vulnerable communities and developing countries facing loss and damage 
from climate change impacts. 
 
The Philippines was selected in 2024 to host the board of the Fund for Responding to 
Loss and Damage, a move that placed the country in a key governance role in the 
international climate finance system. 
 
The DOF also cited the Philippines’ memberships in key governing structures of 
multilateral climate funds. 
 
The department said these positions are vital in ensuring that the needs of vulnerable 
developing nations are prioritized in the international climate finance landscape. 
 
The regional discussions also come as ASEAN prepares for its collective positioning at 
COP 31 in November 2026. 
 
Coinciding with ASEAN Climate Week, the DOF joined the Asian Conference on 
Climate Change and Disaster Resilience titled “From Risk to Readiness: Investing in 
Climate Futures in Asia” on April 30, 2026. 
 
The conference was convened by the Asian Institute of Management in partnership with 
the Climate Change Commission and other sponsors and partners. 
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During the panel session, the DOF discussed the country’s Climate and Disaster Risk 
Financing and Insurance strategy. 
 
The strategy involves a range of financial protection measures, including national funds, 
innovative financing such as parametric insurance, and financing from bilateral, 
international and multilateral partners. 
 
The DOF said its participation in ASEAN Climate Week 2026 reaffirmed its role as a 
solutions-oriented leader in climate finance. 
 
The department said it remains committed to helping navigate a sustainable and 
resilient future for the Philippines and the wider ASEAN community.  
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Libanan bats for rainwater harvesting projects amid widespread El Niño threat 
By Ellson Quismorio 
 
A serious El Niño threat needs an innovative response from the government. That's why 
House Minority Leader and 4Ps Party-list Rep. Marcelino “Nonoy” Libanan is urging 
local government units (LGUs) and community organizations to tap the P1-billion 
People’s Survival Fund (PSF). 
 
Libanan said this would go a long way in the implementation of practical climate 
adaptation projects, including rainwater harvesting systems. 
 
“In the 2026 General Appropriations Act (GAA), Congress allocated P1 billion for the 
PSF to help finance climate adaptation initiatives, including the installation of functional 
rainwater collection and storage systems that can strengthen communities’ resilience 
against potential freshwater shortages,” Libanan said. 
 
The veteran lawmaker stressed that both LGUs and community organizations may 
access PSF financing for eligible projects aimed at reducing communities’ vulnerability 
to climate-related risks. 
\ 
Libanan issued the call as the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical 
Services Administration (PAGASA) warned that Metro Manila and 47 provinces could 
experience below-normal rainfall in the coming months as El Niño develops. 
 
“We should make rainwater harvesting a regular practice so communities can build up 
additional freshwater reserves before severe dry periods set in,” Libanan said. 
 
“Every liter of rainwater captured and stored today can help cushion households and 
communities from water shortages tomorrow. Investing in rainwater harvesting is one of 
the simplest, most practical, and most cost-effective climate adaptation measures 
available to us,” he added. 
 
PAGASA forecasts that Metro Manila and the following Luzon provinces may be under 
“dry condition” by November: Abra, Albay, Apayao, Aurora, Bataan, Batangas, Benguet, 
Bulacan, Camarines Norte, Catanduanes, Cavite, Ifugao, Ilocos Norte, Ilocos Sur, 
Isabela, Kalinga, La Union, Laguna, Marinduque, Masbate, Mountain Province, Nueva 
Ecija, Nueva Vizcaya, Occidental Mindoro, Oriental Mindoro, Palawan, Pampanga, 
Pangasinan, Quezon, Quirino, Rizal, Romblon, Sorsogon, Tarlac, and Zambales. 
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PAGASA defines “dry condition” as two consecutive months of below-normal rainfall, 
equivalent to a 21 percent to 60 percent reduction from average precipitation. 
 
Meanwhile, PAGASA projects that Camarines Sur may be under a “dry spell” by 
November. A dry spell is defined as three consecutive months of below-normal rainfall, 
equivalent to a 21 percent to 60 percent reduction from average precipitation. 
 
In the Visayas, the provinces of Aklan, Antique, Biliran, Eastern Samar, Guimaras, Iloilo, 
Northern Samar, Samar, and Southern Leyte are likewise expected to be under dry 
condition by November. 
 
In Mindanao, the provinces of Dinagat Islands and Surigao del Norte are also projected 
to be under dry condition by November. 
 
The PSF is administered by a board composed of the secretaries of the Department of 
Finance, Department of Budget and Management, Department of the Interior and Local 
Government, and Department of Economy, Planning and Development; the chairperson 
of the Philippine Commission on Women; the vice chairperson of the Climate Change 
Commission; and representatives from the scientific community, business sector, and 
non-governmental organizations.  
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
Rainwater harvesting infrastructure needed as El Niño nears 
By: Delon Porcalla 
 
The Marcos administration needs to tap the P1 billion People’s Survival Fund (PSF) that 
was earmarked by Congress for “rainwater harvesting” facilities that can be used by 
local government units (LGUs) to fight another threat of El Niño later this year. 
 
“In the 2026 budget, Congress allocated P1 billion for the PSF to help finance climate 
adaptation initiatives, including the installation of functional rainwater collection and 
storage systems that can strengthen communities’ resilience against potential 
freshwater shortages,” House Minority Leader Marcelino Libanan advised. 
 
In a statement, he stressed that both LGUs and community organizations may access 
PSF financing for eligible projects aimed at reducing communities’ vulnerability to 
climate-related risks. 
 
“Every liter of rainwater captured and stored today can help cushion households and 
communities from water shortages tomorrow. Investing in rainwater harvesting is one of 
the simplest, most practical and most cost-effective climate adaptation measures 
available to us,” he said. 
 
Libanan issued the call as the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical 
Services Administration (PAGASA) warned that Metro Manila and 47 provinces could 
experience dry conditions in the coming months as El Niño develops. 
 
PAGASA defines “dry condition” as two consecutive months of below-normal rainfall, 
equivalent to a 21 to 60 percent reduction from average precipitation. 
 
Among the Luzon provinces that may be under “dry condition” by November are Abra, 
Albay, Apayao, Aurora, Bataan, Batangas, Benguet, Bulacan, Camarines Norte, 
Catanduanes, Cavite, Ifugao, Ilocos Norte, Ilocos Sur, Isabela, Kalinga, La Union, 
Laguna, Marinduque, Masbate, Mountain Province, Nueva Ecija, Nueva Vizcaya, 
Occidental Mindoro, Oriental Mindoro, Palawan, Pampanga, Pangasinan, Quezon, 
Quirino, Rizal, Romblon, Sorsogon, Tarlac and Zambales. The same condition will be 
felt by several provinces in Visayas and Mindanao. 
 
The PSF is administered by a board composed of the secretaries of the Departments of 
Finance; Budget and Management; Interior and Local Government; and Economy, 
Planning and Development as well as the chairperson of the Philippine Commission on 
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Women; the vice chairperson of the Climate Change Commission; and representatives 
from the scientific community, business sector and non-governmental organizations. 
 

=END= 
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