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Francisco-enhanced Habagat to drench PH next week

By: Ariel Rojas

The southwest monsoon or Habagat, enhanced by severe tropical storm Francisco, will bring
rainy weather across many parts of the country next week, according to PAGASA.

AL JAZEERA

In Nepal’s highlands, climate change threatens Tibet’s Bon faith

By: Eileen McDougall

"It has been 20 generations since the great monk, Trashi Gyaltsen, founded Lubra,” says Lama
Tsultrim, speaking from the basement of his home in the Nepali Himalayas.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/6/21/francisco-typhoon-pagasa-1140
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/longform/2026/6/20/in-nepals-highlands-climate-change-threatens-tibets-bon-faith

CLIMATE HOME NEWS

China’s coal-chemicals boom risks repeating the mistakes of the past

With global oil and gas prices soaring at the start of the Iran war, China quietly broke ground on
three major coal-to-gas and coal-to-chemical projects worth roughly $10 billion in two regions
with abundant coal resources.

EURO NEWS

Electrification, clim finan n Transition: K m f Bonn Clim
Change Conference

By: Angela Symons

The Bonn Climate Change Conference (SB64) drew to a close today (18 June), laying the
groundwork for COP31 in Turkiye in November.

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

technologies
By Camille N. Gavino

The Department of Science and Technology (DOST) trained selected Pantawid Pamilyang
Pilipino Program (4Ps) beneficiaries in Nampicuan, Nueva Ecija on sustainable food production
technologies to boost local livelihood and food security.

Micro-efforts, macro-impact: Collective action key to environmental protection
By: Rocky E. Bautista

Climate change continues to intensify environmental risks across the Philippines, underscoring
the urgent need for sustained, collective action to protect natural resources and strengthen
community resilience.


https://www.climatechangenews.com/2026/06/22/chinas-coal-chemicals-boom-risks-repeating-the-mistakes-of-the-past/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/06/18/held-hostage-by-fossil-fuels-what-was-actually-achieved-at-the-un-climate-conference-in-bo
https://www.euronews.com/2026/06/18/held-hostage-by-fossil-fuels-what-was-actually-achieved-at-the-un-climate-conference-in-bo
https://pia.gov.ph/news/luzon/cl/dost-trains-4ps-beneficiaries-in-nueva-ecija-on-climate-smart-food-production-technologies/
https://pia.gov.ph/news/luzon/cl/dost-trains-4ps-beneficiaries-in-nueva-ecija-on-climate-smart-food-production-technologies/
https://pia.gov.ph/features/micro-efforts-macro-impact-collective-action-key-to-environmental-protection/

THE GUARDIAN

El Nifo is back with a vengeance — and fears of ‘Godzilla’ strength may be the least of
our worries

By: Ajit Niranjan

dugna Woyessa was a little boy the first time drought tore his country apart. As harvests failed in
rain-starved regions of Ethiopia in the early 1970s, and his school turned a classroom into a
grain store for farmers to send aid, he had no idea that scientists were beginning to connect the
force parching its fields with cyclical shifts in trade winds that had long supercharged violent
weather from South America to Australia.

THE NEW YORK TIMES

Is Climate Change Supercharging El Nino? A Debate Rages.
By: Chico Harlan

Is a vigorous debate taking place right now among scientists around the world, with
far-reaching implications for extreme weather and costly disasters: Is climate change making El
Nifio more intense?

CCC IN THE NEWS:
DAILY TRIBUNE

Philippines pushes stronger adaptation measures at UN climate talks

The Philippines called for stronger action on climate adaptation and increased support for
developing countries during the 64th Sessions of the Subsidiary Bodies (SB64) of the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) held from 8 to 18 June.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

PH pushes for stronger climate finance commitments at UNFCCC event

The Philippines called for stronger implementation of climate finance commitments and greater
support for developing countries during the 64th Sessions of the Subsidiary Bodies (SB64) of
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) held in Bonn,
Germany on June 8-18.


https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jun/21/el-nino-fears-godzilla-strength-hunger-famine
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jun/21/el-nino-fears-godzilla-strength-hunger-famine
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/19/climate/climate-change-el-nino.html
https://tribune.net.ph/amp/story/2026/06/22/philippines-pushes-stronger-adaptation-measures-at-un-climate-talks
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1277777

THE MANILA TIMES

PH advances sustainable development in UN climate negotiations
By: Kristina Maralit

THE Philippines pushed for country-driven and inclusive approaches to climate action during the
64th Sessions of the Subsidiary Bodies (SB64) of the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) held in Bonn, Germany.

Information and Knowledge Management Division


https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/06/23/news/national/ph-advances-sustainable-development-in-un-climate-negotiations/2370325
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Francisco-enhanced Habagat to drench PH next week
By: Ariel Rojas

The southwest monsoon or Habagat, enhanced by severe tropical storm Francisco, will bring
rainy weather across many parts of the country next week, according to PAGASA.

This Sunday, the storm’s trough or extension will bring scattered rains over Bicol and Eastern
Visayas while the resurgent Habagat is now affecting Palawan, Mindanao, and the rest of
Visayas.

As of 10 a.m., Francisco was located 1,170 kilometers east of southeastern Luzon. It was
moving north northwestward at 25 kph.

With maximum sustained winds of 110 kilometers per hour and gustiness up to 135 kph,
Francisco is seen to intensify into a typhoon today. PAGASA said it could reach the peak

intensity of 165 kph winds between Monday, June 22, and Tuesday, June 23.

The storm is not expected to make landfall over any part of the country but will recurve or make
a turn close to the Batanes-Babuyan area between Tuesday, and Thursday, June 25.

This could warrant the hoisting of wind signals over parts of Northern Luzon as early as Monday.

As the cyclone moves northwards, it may pull the Habagat over Luzon by midweek, with
scattered monsoon rains likely to persist through the weekend.

In Metro Manila, periods of scattered rains may begin on Wednesday.

The weather bureau warned of possible flooding and landslides in hazard-prone areas,
especially during periods of prolonged and heavy rainfall.

A study of meteorologists from Ateneo de Manila University and PAGASA found that about a
third of precipitation during the Habagat season is brought by typhoon-enhanced monsoon.

Tropical cyclones are considered most effective in enhancing the southwest monsoon when
they are positioned between northern Luzon and the Ryukyu Islands in southern Japan.

A recent example happened in July 2024, when Super Typhoon Carina, which lingered east of
Taiwan, significantly enhanced the Habagat and brought several days of heavy monsoon over
Luzon, triggering widespread and serious flooding in Metro Manila and Central Luzon.

More than 40 people died, while over P10 billion damage to agriculture and infrastructure was
reported.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/6/21/francisco-typhoon-pagasa-1140

Francisco may exit the Philippine area of responsibility on Friday.



AL JAZEERA

In Nepal’s highlands. climate change threatens Tibet’s Bon faith
By: Eileen McDougall

"It has been 20 generations since the great monk, Trashi Gyaltsen, founded Lubra,” says Lama
Tsultrim, speaking from the basement of his home in the Nepali Himalayas.

His basement door is open, letting in both a cool wind and warm rays of sunlight. The spiritual
leader is wearing a maroon chuba (traditional Tibetan coat) and an orange belt. He passes a set
of prayer beads through his fingers as he speaks. From the door, one can see the old village
below, nestled between the valley’s steep slopes and a wide, dry riverbed.

“Long ago, Trashi planted two pine needles and promised that if one grew into a tree, he would
establish a village in this place,” Tsultrim explains, gesturing down to the village.

“He covered the seeds with two baskets, and within seven days, one had risen off the floor.
Underneath, a walnut tree was growing.”

The 76-year-old squints his bloodshot eyes and pinpoints the walnut tree that survives among
the houses below.

Tsultrim is describing the founding of Lubra, a Himalayan village in remote northwest Nepal, set
in a rugged valley in the culturally Tibetan area of Mustang. The 16 families who live here make
up one of the oldest Nepalese settlements to follow Bon, an ancient religion of Tibet. Here,
unique beliefs, rituals and social patterns have endured for centuries, and Tsultrim is the latest
in a long line of Bon lamas (spiritual practitioners) in the village.

He walks down the steep, twisting path to the crooked walnut tree. Medium height and stocky,
Tsultrim moves steadily, hands clasped behind his back.

Deep crevices line the tree’s thick bark, like the wrinkles of a centenarian. Its big, gnarled roots
are tangled into the foundations of nearby homes. Despite its age, hundreds of young branches,
fresh with new buds, are sprouting from a long trunk and a few venerable boughs. Just metres
from the tree is Tsultrim’s old house. It has three floors, and its clay walls are trimmed with an
ochre-red pigment.

Above is a steep, semicircular hollow, filled with whitewashed houses. Built of clay and wood,
the buildings are almost on top of each other. Each flies a vertical flag with the sacred elemental
colours of Tibet, the colours tied to the five elements in Tibetan cosmology and the Bon religion,
topped with sprigs of sacred juniper. Below, the river is a mere trickle. Across the valley, the
black mouths of caves dot the landscape. Eroded spires of sandstone tower over rocky slopes.


https://www.aljazeera.com/features/longform/2026/6/20/in-nepals-highlands-climate-change-threatens-tibets-bon-faith

Once far from the river, the walnut tree is now right at its edge, Tsultrim explains. So is his
former home.

“I left this house two years ago because of flooding,” he says, pointing to it.

After a decade of worsening floods, Tsultrim's home and several others in the village remain
empty, and the small wooden doors stand closed behind piles of sediment. Where there were
fields, a mud flat has formed, littered with rocks. The stone walls of agricultural terraces are
collapsing into the mud.

These are all signs that the historic village of Lubra is endangered by the worsening effects of
climate change. For the past 10 years, destructive floods have plagued the village during the
monsoon season, forcing four families to abandon their ancestral homes.

Scarce farmland is also being lost. The monsoon floods have washed away the village’s apple
trees, one of its main income sources, along with crops grown for local consumption, such as
potatoes and buckwheat.

But it is not only homes and land at stake in Lubra; a distinct culture that has survived centuries
of upheaval is now facing an unprecedented threat.

The story Tsultrim tells is not just local folklore, but part of the ancient tradition that still shapes
life in Lubra.

Tibet’s Indigenous religion

Bon is considered the Indigenous religion of Tibet. Its exact historical origins are unclear, but it is
thought to include influences from Persia, Central Asia and China, as well as ancient Tibet.

A Bon village looks very similar to a Buddhist one. Chortens, reliquary monuments that often
contain a lama’s remains or ashes and sacred objects, dot the paths, and mani walls hold
stacks of stones engraved with prayers. Indeed, the practice of today’s Bon, called Yungdrung
Bon, resembles Buddhism in many ways, with enlightenment being the main objective.

A closer look, however, reveals small but distinctive details that mark the practice of Bon.
Tsultrim’s maroon robe is trimmed with blue, a colour worn only by Bon monks. He circles the
village chortens anti-clockwise, the opposite direction to Buddhists, as a form of physical prayer.

Lubra’s monastery is home to Bon’s own pantheon of deities, including Tonpa Shenrab Miwo,
the teacher revered as the founder of Bon. Shenrab is said to have been born in the mythical
land of Olmo Lungring, thousands of years before the birth of the Buddha. The religion also
retains many unique, pre-Buddhist rituals and its own story of the creation of the universe.



Very few people practise Bon in western Nepal today, says Charles Ramble, an anthropologist
and expert on Bon and Tibetan studies.

“Lubra is unique because it is the first Bonpo monastery to be founded in Nepal, and it’'s the only
one that’s still alive in Mustang. It is extremely unusual,” he says.

There are a few other families following the faith in other parts of Mustang, but Lubra is the only
village where everyone still practises Bon today, he explains.

Mustang was once part of Zhangzhung, an ancient kingdom of western Tibet, where an early
form of Bon was widely practised. In the 7th century CE, the Yarlung, the first Tibetan dynasty,
conquered and subsumed Zhangzhung into the first Tibetan empire. As Buddhism arrived and
found royal favour, many Bonpos [followers of Bon] fled to outlying regions such as the
Himalayan borderlands of Mustang, seeking refuge from forced conversion and religious
persecution.

Lubra was settled in the 11th century CE by families of Bonpos, most of whom came from
northern Mustang, according to Ramble. It is a village of noncelibate lamas who are often called
“householder monks”. This means the eldest son of each family becomes a lama, taking on the
family’s religious duties while also working, marrying and having children.

Close to religious centres in Tibet, Lubra has welcomed many visiting lamas as teachers over
the centuries, so religious practice has become deeply entwined with village life.

Both Lubra and the wider Bon faith were impacted by the takeover of Tibet by Chinese
Communists. With the closure of the border in 1959, lamas no longer travelled from Tibet to
Lubra, and monks in Tibet were again forced to flee.

Menri, Tibet's main Bon monastery, was destroyed during the Cultural Revolution and
re-founded in northern India in 1967. In India, however, Bonpos were marginalised within the
broader Tibetan resistance movement, which was dominated by Buddhists. It was not until 1979
that the Dalai Lama recognised Bon as a Tibetan religion and awarded leaders seats in the
Tibetan Parliament in exile.

Few Bon centres survived the Cultural Revolution inside Tibet. Therefore, Lubra and the handful
of other Bon villages in Nepal are some of the few communities to have survived these turbulent

decades.

Today, however, the same landscape that preserved Lubra’s traditions is becoming a source of
risk, threatening their survival.

At the mercy of a changing climate



Yangchen Gurung was in her home the day her house flooded in 2021. Her home was at the
bottom of Lubra — the one closest to the river.

“It had rained without stopping for many days,” she remembers. “Someone living high up the
valley with his animals saw the flood and used his satellite phone to warn us.”

Yangchen and her family scrambled together a few belongings and ran to safety.

“The floods are ferocious. They bounce off the cliffs across the valley, churning, and plough into
everything in the way,” she says.

Yangchen and her husband, Palsang Tsering, now live in a new building higher in the valley.

In her mid-30s, with long brown hair and light freckles, Yangchen wears a dark blue down jacket
and huddles on a low stool in the kitchen below rows of silver ladles hanging from the shelves.
She pours hot water from a large, Chinese-made flask.

The area has always been susceptible to flooding, Yangchen says.

The narrow shape of the valley means flooding is a phenomenon the residents are accustomed
to. Flooding has even been woven into their local folklore.

Yangchen giggles as she shares stories about the curses, in the form of floods, laid on the
village by powerful Buddhist lamas. But for the last decade, the floods have been much bigger
and more destructive.

“Big floods now happen every few years,” she says. “But the flooding in 2021 had never been
seen by the old people.”

“The first time the water came, we lost a bit of land. The second time, we lost more land. Then
the worst flood hit, and it buried our house.”

“We had to move out and stay with relatives until we built a new place to live,” she adds,
showing photos of her old home inundated with a thick, grey sludge. “Only half of the building is
left.”

The 2021 floods also washed away the village’s water defences. A couple of solitary gabions —
mesh walls built with inorganic materials to manage soil erosion — remain, but the mangled
frames of others are buried in mud.

“The government gave a budget of 1 crore 20 lakh rupees (about $80,000), and we spent a

month building the gabion wall. Then, in one day, it was destroyed,” Palsang, Yanghen's
husband, says.
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“It's climate change,” says Yangchen.

“Before, in winter, there used to be so much snow you couldn’t leave the house,” she says,
gesturing to her waist. “But these days it barely snows.”

“For three years, it hasn’t snowed at all,” she adds. “Before, it wasn’t this warm; it was a lot
colder. And in the monsoon, it used to rain steadily. Now it won’t rain for a long time, then when
it rains, it rains really heavily. Then there is flooding.”

‘Now there is only grey’

The people of Lubra believe the lack of snow in winter is causing previously frozen ground,
higher in the mountains, to soften, and for the slopes to dry out. This, they say, means rain more
easily erodes the fine clay and soil of Mustang’s arid, treeless slopes.

This then mixes with river water to create a thick, cement-like sludge.

The worst floods occur when this sludge dams up and then bursts, as it did in 2021. It happened
again in 2023, in a neighbouring valley, when a flood brought huge destruction to the Buddhist
village of Kagbeni, wiping away more than a dozen homes.

Worsening sediment-laden floods are being seen across the Himalayas, according to Anima
Maharjan, a livelihood and migration specialist at the International Centre of Integrated

Mountain Development in Kathmandu.

“There is scientific evidence that these extreme rainfall events are increasing in frequency,”
Maharjan says.

Scientific research has also found that climate change is increasing erosion and sediment
transport in river waters across the Tibetan Plateau. This, the research shows, has the potential

to reshape landscapes.

Lubra’s landscape is indeed being reshaped. As the monsoon retreats, layers of clay and debris
are left behind, hardening into mud that raises the height of the riverbed.

“We used to look down at the river; now the village is right by its side,” Yangchen says.

Recent research estimates that the Lubra riverbed has risen 12 metres (39 feet) over the last
decade.

Yangchen’s family understood the valley’'s changing landscape was leaving the village more
exposed to future flooding, so they took action.

“It is only a matter of time before there is another flood, so we decided to move, permanently,”
she says.
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But the land around them is also affected. From her home’s flat roof, Yangchen points to a large
white rock, partially buried in the mud halfway across the riverbed.

“Fields used to extend out to there,” she says.

“They were destroyed seven or eight years ago. And on the other side of the river, we had fields
where we grew garlic,” she says. Now there is only mud and rock.

Yangchen explains how local people depend on rearing animals, growing apples and plums to
sell, and harvesting potatoes, vegetables and buckwheat for themselves.

“Before there used to be snow all over those mountains. Now there is only grey,” she says,
looking to the west. The grey rocky ridges hold only the faintest veins of white.

“It's really difficult. There is no water for the fields,” Yangchen notes.

As a traditional solution for water shortages, the community has relied on ponds, or zings, that
capture the water from glacial melt and feed it to fields through a system of earthen canals.

‘In the past, the water used to overflow from the ponds, but nowadays, they can’t be filled.
There is little water now, little snow, little snowmelt,” says Yangchen.

This irrigation system, which has been relied upon for centuries, is increasingly vulnerable as it
is being washed away by the heavy rains.

The people of the southern Mustang region are now considering climate change when making
livelihood decisions, says Maharjan, the livelihood and migration specialist.

“Locals are constantly thinking, ‘Do | want to invest here?” Whenever they are talking about
future risk, and future investments and returns, they are massively taking climate into account,”
she explains.

This is a shift seen only over the last two or three years, she says.

An ancient practice under threat

Still, in the face of many challenges, the people of Lubra are holding on to their culture, all too
aware of its importance. Nowhere is this clearer than in the Chasey Kengtse Hostel, a boarding
school for children from Lubra and other remote Bon villages in northwest Nepal.

The school was set up 25 years ago to stem the migration of children leaving the area for an

education in Kathmandu. It sits atop a strenuous path through terraced fields that are sprouting
with the first shoots of spring.
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Long wires, strung over poles, are covered with drying clothes. Children run around brushing
teeth and combing wet hair. Nyima Dhundul Gurung, a Bon monk from Lubra, runs the school.
Unlike Lama Tsultrim, who, alongside his ritual duties, lives with his family and farms the land,
36-year-old Nyima is a celibate monk. His long maroon robes and short, light brown hair
indicate his different standing.

“We will be celebrating the 25th anniversary of the hostel in September 2026. It will be a
three-day celebration,” Nyima says, noting that the hostel now has 105 children from Lubra and
other places in northwest Nepal.

“One of the reasons for setting up the hostel,” he says, “was to keep the children connected to
their home place, so they can learn their own language and practise their Bon rituals. The main
aim was to prevent our culture and religion from dying out.”

The village monastery is also central to Lubra, Nyima explains.

Surrounded by old houses, Phuntshok Ling Monastery was founded by a Tibetan master in the
mid-19th century, and is where the villagers carry out many regular rituals.

Village rules stipulate that at least one male from each family must gather at the monastery for
religious duties. It's a community space where the men mould tormas — dough and butter
effigies offered to the gods — and the women make chyaang, the rice beer used in the
ceremonies.

The monastery, like many of Lubra’s earthen buildings, however, is suffering from the heavy
rainfall.

“The traditional roofs are just earth packed on top of layers of wood,” says Dane Carlson, a
landscape architect, who has been studying the shifting of the village.

“That works really well when it snows a lot, and it doesn’t rain. But now it rains a lot, and it
doesn’t snow,” he explains.

“The flat roof is leaking, and that means the structural rot of timbers, and the slow erosion of
rammed-earth walls,” he adds.

There is so much urgency among the villagers to address the problem that Carlson, along with
organisation Mustang Bon Action, is in the process of applying for grants for restoration funds.

According to Nyima, the cultural heritage of the people is entwined with the village monasteries
and the surrounding landscape.

“‘Nyamlon Phu is also very important to us,” he says, referring to the meditation caves carved
into the soft clay cliffs on the opposite side of the valley. “Like the village, it is very old.”
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There are around a dozen caves there, some appearing impossible to reach. They are believed
to have been inhabited by the first settlers to the area. A few accessible caves are maintained
by the local community, and Bon practitioners from around the world still come to meditate in
these solitary chambers.

Near the caves are sheer cliffs with wave-like abrasions that resemble snakes.

“The name of our village — Lubra — comes from these cliffs. ‘Lu’ means serpent spirits, and ‘brak’
means cliff,” Nyima explains.

“‘Lubra has a deep connection with the lu. They live in water. We believe these spirits are very
powerful and can inflict great harm if not happy. When there is a severe shortage of water, we

do a ritual for them,” he says.

As with the water spirits, the local Bonpos often worship other deities residing in the local
landscape.

“There is a strong connection with nature in Bon,” says Nyima.

These gods are believed to have control over many elements of everyday life, such as crop
yields, livestock health and the wellbeing of families.

“For example, we worship the yulsa, the protector god of the village, on the top of that crag,”
Nyima says, pointing above to a rocky promontory, peppered with dark-green conifers.

As he walks home from his fields, Lama Tsultrim explains more about the village protector.

“The yulsa was once a cruel demon living in a cave that terrorised the valley, eating children.
But Trashi Gyaltsen arrived and paralysed him with his prayers,” he says. “He offered to feed
the demon if he stopped bringing harm and protected Lubra. The demon agreed, and we still
feed him [in a ritual] today.”

The wind picks up, and grey clouds gather over the village.

The elderly lama passes a new red chorten adorned with golden script.

“This is a replacement for a chorten that was washed away from the valley floor by the river.
Chortens are very important to our religion,” he says.

When asked about the future, he says, “Who can tell? You cannot write of the future.”
Bon’s symbol, the yungdrung, stands for eternity and indestructibility. Over centuries, the village

and people of Lubra have embodied these characteristics, defying many challenges to preserve
Bon’s unique, ancient traditions until the present day.
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While some locals acknowledge the need to move, “people don’t want to move far, as the
proximity to the temple and ancestral home is really important”, says Carlson.

But despite a future filled with new uncertainties, many, including Tsultrim, remain resolute.

“One thing is for sure, Bon will continue,” the monk says, turning and walking slowly, hands
clasped behind his back, down the earthen path towards his new home.
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CLIMATE HOME NEWS

China’s coal-chemicals boom risks repeating the mistakes of the past

With global oil and gas prices soaring at the start of the Iran war, China quietly broke ground on
three major coal-to-gas and coal-to-chemical projects worth roughly $10 billion in two regions
with abundant coal resources.

But as a Chinese saying goes, “three feet of ice does not form in a single day”. China’s push to
use coal as a substitute for imported oil and gas has been gathering momentum since the
Russia-Ukraine war began in 2022, prompting a recalibration of energy security priorities in
Beijing and beyond.

The policy raises new concerns, threatening China’s climate goals and growing reputation as a
global clean energy leader by creating renewed demand for coal.

A new expansion wave

Over the past three years, China has entered a new cycle of investment in so-called "modern
coal chemicals", differentiated from conventional coal chemicals. Four pathways - coal-to-gas,
coal-to-liquids, coal-to-olefins, and coal-to-ethylene glycol - account for the bulk of new modern
coal-chemical capacity under development.

According to Global Energy Monitor data, proposed and under-construction coal-to-gas capacity
is approaching three times current operating capacity. Together, 34 projects under active
consideration represent more than 1 trillion yuan ($150 billion) in planned investment and could
add roughly 300 million tonnes of annual coal demand if completed, equivalent to South Africa’s
entire coal mining capacity.

Most projects are in Xinjiang, Inner Mongolia, Shaanxi and Ningxia, regions with plentiful coal
resources and relatively low mining costs. Xinjiang has emerged as the epicentre of the new
boom, accounting for more than half of all proposed modern coal chemical projects.

Why the world abandoned coal chemicals
Coal chemicals are often presented as an emerging industry, but the technologies themselves
are more than a century old.

Earlier “conventional” coal chemistry was a byproduct of coking, a process run primarily for iron
and steel making. “Modern” coal chemistry instead uses gasification to convert coal into
synthesis gas, a versatile building block for fuels, plastics, fertilisers and other chemicals that
would traditionally be made from oil or gas.

These modern processes were developed in the early 20th century and expanded during
periods of wartime fuel shortages. For example, Germany relied heavily on synthetic fuels
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during the Second World War while South Africa developed similar technologies in the apartheid
era to reduce vulnerability to international sanctions.

Once cheap oil and gas became widely available, however, most countries moved away from
coal chemicals, which required large amounts of energy, water and capital investment, and
generally produced more pollution and carbon emissions than the conventional alternatives.

Today, only a handful of commercial coal gasification facilities operate outside China.

China has already tested this theory once
The current expansion is not China's first attempt to build a major coal chemical industry.

A previous boom emerged during the 2010s, driven by many of the same arguments: high oil
prices, concerns over energy security and expectations that technological improvements would
unlock a new era of coal-based industrial growth.

The outcome was far from successful. Dozens of projects were proposed, but many were
delayed, suspended or scrapped before completion, and there were difficulties among those
that did get off the ground.

Three of China's four operating coal-to-gas projects reportedly spent much of the past decade
operating at a loss, and several large coal chemical facilities generated only marginal returns
despite government support.

Policy support is driving the revival

Backers say technological improvements have made the industry more competitive than it was a
decade ago.

Yet coal chemical projects remain highly dependent on oil and gas prices. When international
prices rise, coal-derived products can appear competitive. When prices fall, the economics often
deteriorate rapidly.

More than changes in technology, government policy has played a pivotal role in the sector’s
revival.

Following power shortages in 2021 and the energy market disruptions that followed Russia's
invasion of Ukraine, energy security became a national priority. Coal production expanded,

particularly in western China, boosted by government support.

A key policy change in 2022 exempted coal used as industrial feedstock from certain energy
consumption controls, easing regulatory pressure on coal chemical projects.
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The impact of such measures highlights the degree to which coal chemicals depend on
expansive and favourable policy treatment to remain viable.

At the same time, the current expansion is creating new demand for an industry confronting
structural decline as China races to renewables in electricity generation.

The cost to China's climate leadership

Converting coal into fuels and petrochemical products also releases substantially more carbon
dioxide than conventional oil- and gas-based alternatives, which themselves are a major source
of emissions.

Proponents argue that coupling production with green hydrogen and carbon capture could
resolve the emissions problem, but the arithmetic doesn't support this.

Sinopec's flagship Dalu coal-to-olefins plant, paired with a 10,000 tonne-per-year green
hydrogen demonstration, displaces less than 2% of the plant's annual coal use. Replicating this
across the proposed buildout would consume enormous quantities of clean energy just to
partially decarbonise an inherently dirty process.

China could instead leverage that same industrial capacity and policy support to lead the
development of cleaner chemical pathways, such as green ammonia for fertiliser, bio-based and

CO2-derived feedstocks for plastics, and e-fuels or biofuels where liquid fuels are still needed.

Rather than locking in another generation of coal-dependent infrastructure, China should learn
from the lessons of the past and seek a cleaner and more viable industrial future.
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EURO NEWS

Electrification, climate finance and Just Transition: Key outcomes of Bonn Climate
Change Conference
By: Angela Symons

The Bonn Climate Change Conference (SB64) drew to a close today (18 June), laying the
groundwork for COP31 in Turkiye in November.

The meetings provide a crucial space for governments who have signed the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to convene and make political decisions
on climate action, set targets, draft agreements and assess progress towards existing
commitments.

Closing the talks on Thursday, UN Climate Change Executive Secretary Simon Stiell said:
“There remain significant divides, and significant work for the intersessional period ahead... But
we have seen a seriousness in tackling key issues, and a determination to find solutions.”

Could a global electrification target aid a fossil fuel phaseout?
Last year’'s COP30 in Brazil drew criticism when it ended with a final text that avoided any
roadmap for phasing out fossil fuels.

But one fresh idea did emerge from outside the formal talks in Bonn that could act as a
complement to ongoing work on national fossil fuel transition roadmaps. Turkiye, which will
co-host COP31 with Australia, proposed working towards a global electrification target. It would
raise the share of final energy demand met by electricity from just over 20 per cent today to 35
per cent by 2035.

Climate Action Network (CAN) Europe cautiously welcomed the idea but stressed it must be
built on renewable energy and efficiency gains, “not on prolonging fossil fuel use through new
infrastructure or false solutions”, in the words of the network’s Tiirkiye policy coordinator, Ozlem
Katis6z.

Stiell confirmed that the COP31 Presidency had used the talks to announce new targets “for
electrification, city resilience and efficiency, and waste” under its wider Action Agenda — which
he described as running in parallel with, and equally vital to, the formal negotiations.

With the talks backdropped by the Iran war-linked energy crisis, all eyes will be on COP to
address not only the climate risks of fossil fuels, but also the economic and national security
risks.

But one fresh idea did emerge from outside the formal talks in Bonn that could act as a

complement to ongoing work on national fossil fuel transition roadmaps. Turkiye, which will
co-host COP31 with Australia, proposed working towards a global electrification target. It would
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raise the share of final energy demand met by electricity from just over 20 per cent today to 35
per cent by 2035.

Climate Action Network (CAN) Europe cautiously welcomed the idea but stressed it must be
built on renewable energy and efficiency gains, “not on prolonging fossil fuel use through new
infrastructure or false solutions”, in the words of the network’s Tiirkiye policy coordinator, Ozlem
Katisoz.

Stiell confirmed that the COP31 Presidency had used the talks to announce new targets “for
electrification, city resilience and efficiency, and waste” under its wider Action Agenda — which
he described as running in parallel with, and equally vital to, the formal negotiations.

With the talks backdropped by the Iran war-linked energy crisis, all eyes will be on COP to
address not only the climate risks of fossil fuels, but also the economic and national security
risks.

Talks on climate adaptation finance stall
Talks on an agreement made at COP30 to triple international climate adaptation finance,
meanwhile, stalled in Bonn, raising the risk of unresolved political fights spilling into COP31.

CAN Europe says that the absence of the US from the negotiating rooms appears to have
emboldened other wealthy nations to scale back their own financial commitments.

“Climate finance is not an optional gesture of goodwill — it is the very foundation for global
climate cooperation,” says Sven Harmeling, head of climate at CAN Europe. “Cuts to climate
and development finance, as we see them happening in some EU Member States, send exactly
the wrong signal.”

Stiell also pushed back against any backsliding on existing commitments, telling delegates that
“all Parties must be comfortable and confident in restating our existing global commitments —
without cherry-picking those that suit tactically in the moment,” pointing specifically to pledges
on loss and damage, climate finance and tripling adaptation finance.

He further cautioned governments not to wait for the next round of formal talks to find common

ground. “l urge you to bring in your Ministers as soon as possible, in the weeks and months
ahead,” he said, “particularly on the thorniest issues.”
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

DOST trains 4Ps beneficiaries in Nueva Ecija _on climate-smart food production

technologies
By Camille N. Gavino

The Department of Science and Technology (DOST) trained selected Pantawid Pamilyang
Pilipino Program (4Ps) beneficiaries in Nampicuan, Nueva Ecija on sustainable food production
technologies to boost local livelihood and food security.

The DOST-Provincial Science and Technology Office (DOST-PSTO) Nueva Ecija conducted a
training on aquaponics and hydroponics technologies, providing participants with practical
knowledge and skills in climate-resilient food production systems.

The initiative aligns with the administration of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. in promoting
food security, agricultural modernization, and inclusive economic growth through science,
technology, and innovation.

Dr. Christopher Pascual of the Department of Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering of
Central Luzon State University served as the resource person during the training.

He discussed the principles, benefits, and applications of aquaponics and hydroponics,
highlighting their potential to produce crops efficiently even in limited spaces while reducing
water consumption.

Through lectures and interactive discussions, participants learned modern agricultural practices
that can supplement household food requirements and serve as alternative sources of income.

The training also introduced beneficiaries to the establishment, operation, and maintenance of
aquaponics and hydroponics systems, enabling them to explore sustainable livelihood
opportunities amid the challenges posed by climate change.

DOST Nueva Ecija said the activity forms part of its continuing efforts to bring science-based
solutions closer to communities, by providing access to appropriate technologies that improve
productivity and quality of life.

By empowering 4Ps beneficiaries with innovative agricultural knowledge and skills, the agency

aims to help build more resilient households, strengthen local food production, and contribute to
the country’s broader agenda of ensuring food sufficiency and inclusive development.
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Micro-efforts, macro-impact: Collective action key to environmental protection
By: Rocky E. Bautista

Climate change continues to intensify environmental risks across the Philippines, underscoring
the urgent need for sustained, collective action to protect natural resources and strengthen
community resilience.

For the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), environmental protection is
no longer the government’s sole responsibility.

It now requires the active participation of communities, local leaders, and civil society in
advancing sustainability goals at all levels.

In the llocos Region, DENR Regional Executive Director Ronnel C. Sopsop stressed that
safeguarding the environment is a shared responsibility that extends beyond institutional
mandates.

“Environmental protection is not solely the mandate of DENR. Every Filipino has a role in
safeguarding our natural resources,” Sopsop said in an episode of Kapihan sa llocos of the
Philippine Information Agency for Environment Month.

LGUs’ key role

Sopsop underscored the critical role of local government units (LGUs) as frontline partners in
implementing environmental programs, ensuring that national policies translate effectively into
community-level action.

He emphasized that coordination between national agencies and LGUs is essential in improving
the delivery of environmental services, from conservation initiatives to local compliance and
enforcement.

“When national and local governments work together, services become more responsive and
effective at the community level,” he said.

Youth role
Sopsop also highlighted the growing role of young people in advancing environmental protection
and climate action, noting that they will inherit the consequences of today’s environmental
decisions.
Across the country, youth groups have actively participated in tree-planting activities, coastal

cleanups, solid waste management campaigns, and climate advocacy efforts—contributing to
broader sustainability and resilience initiatives.
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Shared action

While climate change continues to pose serious challenges, Sopsop expressed optimism that
coordinated action can help mitigate its impacts and strengthen environmental resilience.

“We may not be able to stop climate change entirely, but we can reduce its impacts through
unified action,” he said.

His message highlights a key principle in development communication: meaningful
environmental protection depends on the convergence of efforts among national agencies, local
governments, communities, and the youth—working together toward a more sustainable and
resilient future for the country. (
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El Nino is back with a vengeance — and fears of ‘Godzilla’ strength may be the least of
our worries
By: Ajit Niranjan

dugna Woyessa was a little boy the first time drought tore his country apart. As harvests failed in
rain-starved regions of Ethiopia in the early 1970s, and his school turned a classroom into a
grain store for farmers to send aid, he had no idea that scientists were beginning to connect the
force parching its fields with cyclical shifts in trade winds that had long supercharged violent
weather from South America to Australia.

The now notorious El Nifio — Spanish for “little boy” — was named by fishers in the Pacific in the
1800s, but it was not until the 1970s that scientists understood its global nature and began to
piece together the historical impact of the natural weather pattern characterised by hot years
and brutal extremes.

The 1972-73 El Nifo warmed Peruvian waters to levels that collapsed the world’s largest
anchovy fishery — prompting scientists to conduct the first forecast of its state the following year
— and brought harsh drought to south Asia, the Sahel and parts of east Africa ahead of an oil
crisis that deepened global hunger. In Ethiopia, protests against the emperor’s handling of the
famine helped a military coup that ushered in a communist dictatorship.

“El Nifio is one of the most challenging climate phenomena,” said Woyessa, who grew up to
become an epidemiologist at the Ethiopian Public Health Institute and has studied its effects on
malaria epidemics. “Nutrition is everything for your capacity to withstand the challenges of its
negative impacts on human health.”

All too often, though, nutrition is what El Nifio takes away from those who most need it.
Woyessa was in high school when a stronger El Nifio hit a decade later in 1982-83, forcing
some of his classmates to travel 150km to help with harvests on state farms. By his first year of
university, further crop failures and civil war had escalated widespread hunger into an even
more ruinous famine, which drew global attention through the Live Aid concert. Woyessa and
his fellow students took turns helping people in shelters near their college. “We had two breads
in the morning, and we were supposed to share our breakfast.”

Scientists are quick to caution that climatic shifts are only one factor among many when a
society collapses, but at the extreme end of the spectrum, El Nifio can spell apocalyptic
suffering. In the worst El Nifio years in the 19th century, the death toll from famines in India,
China and Brazil stretched into the tens of millions. There is some evidence to suggest it set the
scene for the French Revolution in the 18th century with erratic weather that ruined harvests,
and it helped the Spanish conquer the Inca empire in the 16th century with rains that nourished
the desert vegetation that sustained their march. Looser theories suggest it brought down
ancient civilisations from Egypt to China.
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This year, El Nifio is back — and scientists fear it will resemble a young man more than a little
boy. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration in the US said El Nifio conditions
had formed in the Pacific last week and carried a 63% chance of being “very strong” by the peak
near the end of the year. Australia’s Bureau of Meteorology followed on Tuesday, warning it
would worsen the extreme heat and wildfires that engulf the country each year.

Some scientists have informally dubbed it a “super” or “Godzilla” El Nifio based on the expected
size of the temperature anomaly, which will push global heat higher at a time when extreme
weather events such as Europe’s recent heatwaves and slew of storms are pushing the
boundaries of what societies can handle. The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) used
more measured language when it warned us to prepare for its return earlier this month, arguing
a wide spread in model results made it too early to call its strength.

But even if it falls short of doom-laden predictions, it will be arriving amid unprecedented
conditions that will make its effects more complex. Scientists say next year is almost certain to
be the hottest on record, while a host of economic factors have left vulnerable countries more
exposed. “My worry is not for the El Nifo alone,” said Sonali McDermid, a climate scientist at
New York University who shares the WMO’s caution about its intensity. “I'm worried about the
confluence of multiple stressors happening at the same time.”

About half of the world’s 68 poorest countries are experiencing debt distress or at high risk of it,
the International Monetary Fund warned in March, and the Iran war has since led to high energy
prices and restricted fertiliser supplies that have weakened buffers against weather shocks. This
month, the Famine Early Warning Systems Network projected 115-125 million people would
need urgent food assistance by December, with risks of famine in Sudan, South Sudan and
Somalia. The gutting of US overseas aid and the shrinking of European development budgets
means less support may come when crises hit.

On Thursday, the threat posed by El Nifio prompted the UN’s World Food Programme and its
Food and Agriculture Organization to issue their first joint appeal for funds to avert a crisis
before it happens. Citing research that shows every $1 spent in “anticipatory action” saves $7 in
humanitarian relief costs, the agencies said they were $167m short of the $202m needed to
help 8.8 million people with drought-resistant seeds, flood defences, water storage systems and
cash transfers.

The good news, if there is some, is that El Nifo is not expected to lead to worse outcomes for
crops at a global scale, as gains in some regions typically offset losses in others, but the losers
will include those least able to cope. Many of the African and Asian countries most exposed
have also been hit hard by fertiliser shocks, and have some of the highest levels of food import
dependence and debt stress, said Anne Jellema, the executive director of 350.0org, a climate
campaign group. “That means El Nifio removes the last domestic lifeline for people who can’t
access markets, increasingly can’t get humanitarian aid, and can’t move around freely.”
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Shockwaves are also set to be felt in the rich world as El Nifio brings stronger heatwaves and
wider spread of some vector-borne diseases. Its arrival “persistently” slows improvements in
mortality even in wealthy countries such as the US, Australia, Japan and South Korea,
according to a study published in January in Nature Climate Change.

To some degree, the damage done by El Nifio has in recent decades been checked by a level of
predictability — but it provides a taste of the cascading horrors that climate scientists warn will
destabilise societies as the planet heats up.

Deepened by geopolitical tensions, high energy and fertiliser prices and fragile supply chains, El
Nifo-related shocks may be “increasing the likelihood of compound and non-linear systemic
impacts”, a study by the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre warned on Monday,
with knock-on effects that run the gamut of economic sectors connected to the natural world.

“A plausible transmission pathway would run from droughts, floods and heat stress affecting
agricultural production, labour productivity, water availability, hydropower generation and
transport systems, to higher food and energy prices, inflationary pressure, fiscal stress and
weaker borrower repayment capacity,” the authors wrote.

Can such calamities be avoided next year? El Nifio does not have to be “a recipe for disaster”,
according to the WMO, which said its forecasts are more a call to action before hazards
escalate into crises. Its secretary general, Celeste Saulo, urged the world to intensify efforts to
build multi-hazard early warning systems, as only 128 countries report that they have such
systems in place.

Climate campaigners, meanwhile, have called for the cancellation of global south debt and the
funding of social protections through windfall taxes on excess profits of oil and gas companies,
rather than funding fossil fuels. “There’s a lot of research showing that targeted social protection
is way more effective than subsidising fossil fuels and fertilisers because it goes to the people
who need it most,” said Jellema.

Anténio Guterres, who ends his terms as UN secretary general at the end of this year, has been
making similarly desperate calls to global leaders for years — pleading with them to break the
addiction to fossil fuels that has driven the overheating of the planet and the degradation of the
natural world. The world has warmed by about 1.3C since the Industrial Revolution, and
temperatures are rising so fast that the worst El Nifio years of the recent past — such as 1997-98
— are far less hot than current years in which the system shifts to La Nifia, its cooler counterpart.

For Woyessa, the rise in temperatures and loss of forests had disrupted rainfall patterns even
around the village he grew up in. The river he used to swim in as a boy has been reduced to a
small stream and the rainfall that previous generations used to rely on for planting crops has
grown erratic. When he used to phone his late father, he added, asking about rain was a typical
way to start a conversation.
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“The main concern is the shifting of the rainy season,” he said. “The onset is totally changed
compared with my childhood.”
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Is Climate Change Supercharging El Niino? A Debate Rages.
By: Chico Harlan

Its a vigorous debate taking place right now among scientists around the world, with
far-reaching implications for extreme weather and costly disasters: Is climate change making El
Nifio more intense?

El Nifio, the natural phenomenon that occurs every few years and pushes up global
temperatures, has just begun and is expected to continue through 2027. Scientists say this
latest version is likely to be especially potent and could smash records.

As greenhouse gasses heat the planet, El Nifio events over the past few decades have been
comparatively strong. The run of powerful El Nifios since the 1980s stands out when measured
against the past 600 years.

That’s led some scientists to suggest that climate change is supercharging El Nifio. Others say
there is no clear evidence to support that theory.

“It's highly contested, because it's such an important question to get right,” said Kim Cobb, a
climate scientist and the director of the Institute at Brown for Environment and Society.

It's a mystery that might not become clearer until years into the future, as more data piles up.

The question is crucial, because El Nifios disrupt weather patterns globally, often in devastating
ways — driving temperatures higher, increasing the likelihood of drought in some places and
flooding in others. The events are essentially ocean anomalies, and if climate change makes
these anomalies larger in size, that means more chaos and damage.

But the debate shows that there are limits to how fully scientists can understand some of the
most complicated consequences of rising greenhouse gas emissions, which result primarily
from the burning of fossil fuels.

El Nifio events are notoriously complex. They are driven not by a single cause, but by a series
of feedback loops in the ocean and atmosphere. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration once described El Nifio, and its cool Pacific counterpart known as La Nifa, as a
cycle “controlled by hundreds of dimmer switches.” Climate change can fiddle with those
switches, turning some up and others down. But does that lead to a stronger or weaker signal?

“El Nino is the noisiest part of the climate system,” said Axel Timmermann, the director of the

IBS Center for Climate Physics in Busan, South Korea. “We’re trying to look for a change in the
noise.”
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Of 16 scientists who spoke with The Times, eight said they see compelling evidence that climate
change is likely increasing the intensity of El Nifio events. Among them is Michael McPhaden, a
senior scientist at NOAA, who cautioned that the science is “very uncertain,” but said the
development of another strong El Nifio this year would be “pretty remarkable.”

If the current El Nifio reaches the proportions that many forecast, it would mean three of the six
strongest events since 1950 have come in the last 11 years.

El Nifio events are measured by looking at changes in sea surface temperatures in a vast
rectangular zone in the central Pacific, where temperatures are currently soaring. Many
forecasts indicate that temperatures there this year could rise more than 5.4 degrees
Fahrenheit, or 3 degrees Celsius, above the longer-term average, giving rise to an El Nifio of
unprecedented amplitude.

“It could be evidence that a climate change signal in today’s ENSO cycle is beginning to emerge
from the background noise,” Dr. McPhaden said, using the acronym for the cycle of El Nifios
and La Nifias.

Perhaps the most assertive case is made by Wenju Cai, a scientist at the Ocean University of
China, who has spent more than 20 years running climate models and trying to tease out a
potential link between rising emissions and more powerful El Nifios. In a 2023 study published
in Nature Dr. Cai and other scientists simulated hundreds of years of El Nifio and La Nifa
events in an imaginary world where greenhouse gas concentrations remained at the low levels
of before the Industrial Revolution. The odds of such a world producing a 60-year run of strong
events comparable to modern times: 2.5 percent.

“It's almost impossible to have this without climate change,” Dr. Cai said.
Many future-looking models also project El Nifio intensity to increase.

Still, other scientists caution that models can have flaws. They note that there are limits in the
historic record. Precise oceanic readings date back to the 1950s. A decent account of ocean
temperatures, from sailors’ logbooks, extends into the 1800s. Beyond that, scientists have tried
to understand El Nifo’s fluctuations by looking for signatures of weather and temperature
change left in corals and tree rings. That provides a meaningful estimate about the amplitude
and frequency of past events, but not certainty.

Clara Deser, a senior scientist at the National Center for Atmospheric Research, said the El
Nifos of recent decades might be “just a random signal.”

“'m the skeptical scientist,” Dr. Deser said. “How much is just due to the chaos in the climate
system that can give you a whole string of heads — or tails — for no apparent reason?”
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Because there is no consensus, scientific groups have tended to move carefully. In 2021, the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the world’s pre-eminent climate science body,
wrote that there was “low confidence” that human-caused climate change had influenced the
changes in El Nifio and La Nifia. Earlier this month, the World Meteorological Organization, in
an advisory about the developing El Nifio, said there was “no evidence that climate change
increases the frequency or intensity of El Nifio events.”

Responding to a question from The Times, the W.M.O. stated that its position reflects “the
current assessed state of the science.”

“‘However it is important also to acknowledge the ongoing scientific debate,” the organization
said. “This is not a settled scientific question.”

Dr. Cobb, an I.P.C.C. lead author, said she personally thinks that climate change is intensifying
the pattern. In 2019, she coauthored a research paper, based on coral analysis, that concluded
modern day El Nifio extremes were “significantly stronger than those of the preindustrial era in
the central tropical Pacific.”

There is widespread agreement that any El Nifio occurring now, compared with preindustrial
times, will yield more extremes around the world, with a moister atmosphere supercharging

floods and hotter temperatures amplifying droughts.

“El Nifo conditions will pour fuel on the fire of a warming world,” United Nations Secretary
General Anténio Guterres said this month. “Impacts will hit even harder.”
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DAILY TRIBUNE

Philippines pushes stronger adaptation measures at UN climate talks

The Philippines called for stronger action on climate adaptation and increased support for
developing countries during the 64th Sessions of the Subsidiary Bodies (SB64) of the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) held from 8 to 18 June.

During discussions on the Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA), the Philippine delegation urged
the development and operationalization of adaptation indicators to help countries identify
climate-related needs, guide implementation, and mobilize support for vulnerable communities.

The country also advocated for the accelerated implementation of the Belém—Addis Vision on
Adaptation, which aims to help nations assess progress and strengthen adaptation efforts.

Climate Change Commission (CCC) Commissioner Rachel Anne S. Herrera, who headed the
Philippine delegation, emphasized the need to operationalize the GGA.

“Adaptation efforts must be supported by accessible finance, technology transfer, and
capacity-building,” Herrera said.

The Philippines stressed that adaptation indicators should be practical tools for informing
decision-making, strengthening implementation, and identifying areas where support is needed.

The delegation also called for the immediate establishment of a technical task force to support
the development of adaptation indicators and urged balanced regional representation in the
process.

In separate discussions on the Baku Adaptation Road Map, the Philippines pushed for
adaptation finance to remain a key component of global climate efforts, citing continuing
challenges faced by developing countries in accessing financial support.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said the country's positions in
climate negotiations are guided by President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s directive to advance
national interests while strengthening climate resilience.

“‘Guided by this directive, the Philippines continues to advocate for stronger support for
developing countries and meaningful outcomes that help communities adapt to climate impacts
and build resilience,” Borje said.

He added that adaptation remains a national priority given the country's vulnerability to

climate-related hazards.
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“For the Philippines, adaptation is fundamentally about safeguarding people and communities.
Every investment in resilience strengthens our capacity to withstand climate impacts and secure
a safer future for present and future generations,” Borje said.

The SB64 meetings serve as a preparatory platform for negotiations and decisions that will be
taken up at the next UN Climate Change Conference.
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PH pushes for stronger climate finance commitments at UNFCCC event

The Philippines called for stronger implementation of climate finance commitments and greater
support for developing countries during the 64th Sessions of the Subsidiary Bodies (SB64) of
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) held in Bonn,
Germany on June 8-18.

Delivering the country’s closing statement, Climate Change Commission (CCC) Commissioner
and Head of Delegation Atty. Rachel Anne Herrera underscored the need for climate
commitments to ftranslate into concrete action and resilience, particularly for countries
vulnerable to the climate crisis.

The Philippines highlighted climate finance as a key priority, expressing concern over declining
pledges and shifting priorities that threaten the sustainability of international climate finance
institutions.

The country called for new, additional, predictable and scaled-up public finance from developed
countries to support developing nations' adaptation, mitigation and loss and damage efforts.

“We express serious concern about the increasingly unpredictable state of climate finance,
including reductions in pledges, and shifting priorities that threaten the sustainability and
operations of the institutions that we have agreed to establish,” Herrera said as quoted in a
news release on Sunday.

“We call for new, additional, predictable, and scaled up public finance from developed country
Parties to support the GEF [Global Environment Facility], GCF [Green Climate Fund], AF
[Adaptation Fund], and FRLD [Fund for responding to Loss and Damage]. As these funding
windows are replenished, contributions must reflect the increasing needs of developing country
Parties in adaptation, mitigation, and loss and damage,” she added.

The country's position has been built on priorities advanced by the Philippine Delegation
(PhilDel) throughout SB64, including calls to strengthen outcomes under the Climate Finance
Work Program and to ensure that agreements reached under the UNFCCC process deliver
action at the scale and speed required by current realities, especially for vulnerable countries
and communities.

At the opening of the negotiations, the Philippines emphasized that climate commitments must
translate into measurable action, and urged Parties to advance progress on climate finance,
adaptation and implementation support.

The country also stressed that climate action must remain anchored in the principles of equity

and common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities.
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Throughout SB64, the PhilDel actively participated in workshops and negotiations on climate
finance, transparency, adaptation and agriculture and food security.

The delegation engaged in discussions under the Climate Finance Work Program, where
representatives highlighted the importance of ensuring that the program's scope, format and
modalities effectively support its intended mandate.

The PhilDel also participated in discussions on financial and technical support for developing
countries under the Enhanced Transparency Framework, and in an Interactive Dialogue to
ensure that climate finance mechanisms promote gender equity.

Meanwhile, the CCC shared the Philippines' experience in preparing its first Biennial
Transparency Report (BTR1) using domestic resources while securing support for future
transparency reporting requirements, demonstrating the country's commitment to strengthening
climate transparency and accountability.

The Philippines is participating in international negotiations such as SB64, working closely with
the Group of 77 (G77), to advance national priorities. These activities advance President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.'s agenda on climate resilience and sustainable development, while
advocating for climate justice, equity, and stronger support for developing countries, particularly
in climate finance, adaptation, technology transfer, and capacity building.

The SB64 served as a key platform for technical negotiations under the UNFCCC, helping lay

the groundwork for decisions to be taken at the 31st Conference of the Parties (COP31) later
this year.
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PH advances sustainable development in UN climate negotiations
By: Kristina Maralit

THE Philippines pushed for country-driven and inclusive approaches to climate action during the
64th Sessions of the Subsidiary Bodies (SB64) of the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) held in Bonn, Germany.

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) said the Philippine delegation advocated approaches
that support sustainable development, address the needs and priorities of individual countries,
and provide developing nations with adequate finance, technology and capacity-building
support.

Head of Delegation and CCC Commissioner Rachel Anne Herrera said climate action must be
“ambitious, equitable, and responsive to national realities.”

“‘As a developing country highly vulnerable to climate impacts, the Philippines continues to
advocate for solutions that strengthen resilience, advance sustainable development, and ensure
that no country is left behind in the transition to a low-carbon future,” Herrera said.

During negotiations under the United Arab Emirates Just Transition Work Program, the
Philippines called for nationally determined and demand-driven approaches that recognize
countries’ varying circumstances and development priorities.

The delegation also underscored the need for accessible financing, technology transfer and
capacity-building to support just transition efforts while promoting inclusive participation and
equitable socioeconomic outcomes.

In discussions on Article 6 of the Paris Agreement, the Philippines pushed for stable, predictable
and transparent support mechanisms to enable broader participation in cooperative approaches
and strengthen the implementation of countries’ Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).

The delegation likewise stressed during discussions on the Mitigation Work Program and the
implementation of Global Stocktake outcomes that increased climate ambition should be
matched with practical means of implementation and aligned with national development goals.

On climate and trade, Philippine negotiators said climate policies should not create new trade
barriers or impose additional burdens on developing countries. They also emphasized the need
to protect food security and preserve nationally determined approaches while ensuring that
climate measures support sustainable development.
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“The transition to a climate-resilient and low-emissions future must be fair, inclusive, and
supportive of development aspirations. International cooperation should empower countries to
implement climate action in ways that reflect their unique needs and priorities,” Herrera said.

The Philippine delegation also joined the Annual Global Stocktake Dialogue, discussions
between Asean and Japan on the second Global Stocktake, and high-level exchanges on
transparency, implementation and climate action delivery.

CCC Vice Chairman and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said the Philippine delegation’s
participation was guided by President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s call for climate action that protects
lives, livelihoods and development gains.

He said the country remains committed to working with other developing nations to promote
science-based and development-oriented climate solutions that address the needs of vulnerable

communities while supporting inclusive and sustainable growth.

The SB64 meetings were held from June 8 to 18 in Bonn, Germany, as part of preparations for
the next United Nations climate change conference.

=END=
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