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ABS CBN 
 
Francisco weakens further, signal no. 1 still up in Batanes 
By: Ariel Rojas 
 
Typhoon Francisco continues to weaken while it moves slowly over the Philippine Sea. At 10 
p.m., it was located 325 km east northeast of Itbayat, Batanes. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
DENR to plant, distribute 1.6M seedlings in Central Luzon for Arbor Day 
By: Joanna Rose Aglibot 
 
Stepping up efforts to restore forests and strengthen Central Luzon’s resilience to climate 
change, more than 1.6 million tree seedlings will be planted and distributed across the region as 
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) marks Philippine Arbor Day on 
Thursday, June 25. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
Preparing for El Niño 
By: Joe Zaldarriaga 
 
Even as the rainy season has begun, there are still areas across the Philippines recording 
dangerous heat indices — proof that climate change is shaping and changing the way we live. 
 
THE ECONOMIST 
 
Global warming has made Europe’s heatwave 2-4°C worse 
 
N THE MORNING of June 24th the Shaw Library at the London School of Economics was 
meant to be full of people discussing the impacts of climate change as part of London Climate 
Action Week. It was not to be. Britain’s Met Office had, for only the second time, issued a “red” 
warning about temperatures high enough to pose risks even to the fit and healthy. The 
organisers decided they could not proceed with their meeting—the subject of which was 
“Extreme heat: Improving governance and strengthening action”. 
 
THE GUARDIAN 
 
Farmers criticise government plan to counter threats to UK food security 
 
The climate crisis will lead to food price shocks and shortages, the government has warned in 
its new plan for British farming. 
 
THE STAR 
 
Climate fight will not stall because certain countries drop out, China says 
By: Kate Abnett 
 
Global cooperation to tackle climate change will not stall because of the absence of certain 
countries, China's environment minister told a meeting of governments on Monday, as nations 
prepare for this year's UN climate negotiations without the United States. 
 
UNITED NATIONS 
 
Climate crisis: UN chief lays out solutions blueprint for clean energy transition 
By Daniel Johnson 
 
In a major keynote speech at London Climate Action Week, the UN chief called on AI firms to 
"come clean" on the full environmental impact of data centres in terms their carbon, water and 
land footprints. 
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https://www.pna.gov.ph/opinion/pieces/1199-preparing-for-el-nino
https://www.economist.com/science-and-technology/2026/06/24/global-warming-has-made-europes-heatwave-2-4c-worse
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https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2026/06/22/climate-fight-will-not-stall-because-certain-countries-drop-out-china-says#goog_rewarded
https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/06/1167785


 

UNITED NATIONS PHILIPPINES 
 
UN Chief proposes 7-point climate plan; local actions already underway in the 
Philippines to strengthen energy security  
 
The transition to locally produced renewable energy is key to both increasing energy security 
and combatting climate change. This was the key message of United Nations Secretary‑General 
Antonio Guterres, who today unveiled a seven-point global action plan to confront the escalating 
climate and energy crises, emphasising the urgent need to accelerate the shift from fossil fuels 
toward clean, resilient, and equitable energy systems. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Philippines pushes stronger adaptation measures at UN climate talks 
 
The Philippines called for stronger action on climate adaptation and increased support for 
developing countries during the 64th Sessions of the Subsidiary Bodies (SB64) of the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) held from 8 to 18 June. 
 
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
Philippines Advocates Climate-Resilient Agriculture and Food Security in SB64 
 
The Philippines underscored the vital importance of safeguarding food security and agricultural 
production while ensuring that climate integration in agriculture remains adaptation-centered 
and does not create unintended trade and financial obligations for developing countries during 
negotiations at the 64th Sessions of the Subsidiary Bodies (SB64) of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 
 
Philippines underscores implementation-focused climate action at UNFCCC SB64 
 
The Philippines pressed for ramped-up delivery of climate commitments as the 64th Sessions of 
the Subsidiary Bodies (SB64) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) concluded on 18 June 2026. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ABS CBN 
 
Francisco weakens further, signal no. 1 still up in Batanes 
By: Ariel Rojas 
 
Typhoon Francisco continues to weaken while it moves slowly over the Philippine Sea. At 10 
p.m., it was located 325 km east northeast of Itbayat, Batanes. 
 
It packs winds of 120 kilometers per hour with gusts of up to 150 kph. It is moving northward 
slowly. 
 
Signal No. 1 remains hoisted over Batanes. 
 
Francisco will continuously weaken into a severe tropical storm while moving northeastward and 
exit the Philippine area of responsibility on Thursday afternoon or evening. 
 
The remaining wind signal may be lifted by Thursday morning. 
 
The typhoon’s rain bands and the southwest monsoon will continue to affect Luzon and parts of 
Visayas. 
 
Moderate to heavy rains may persist in Batanes, Palawan, and Antique through Thursday and in 
Zambales, Bataan, Cavite, Batangas, and Occidental Mindoro though Saturday. 
 
Meanwhile, PAGASA is also monitoring another weather disturbance outside the Philippine area 
of responsibility. 
 
At 10 p.m. Wednesday, tropical storm Higos was located 1,855 km east of Central Luzon 
(outside PAR). 
 
It packs winds of 65 kph with gustiness up to 80 kph. It is moving west northwestward at 20 kph. 
 
Higos may enter the PAR Thursday evening or Friday morning and will be assigned the local 
name #GardoPH. 
 
It may weaken into a tropical depression before its PAR exit Friday late morning or afternoon. 
 
It is not expected to affect the country’s weather. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
DENR to plant, distribute 1.6M seedlings in Central Luzon for Arbor Day 
By: Joanna Rose Aglibot 
 
Stepping up efforts to restore forests and strengthen Central Luzon’s resilience to climate 
change, more than 1.6 million tree seedlings will be planted and distributed across the region as 
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) marks Philippine Arbor Day on 
Thursday, June 25. 
 
In a statement on Wednesday, June 24, DENR Region 3 said that simultaneous tree-growing 
activities will be held in various sites across the region in partnership with local government 
units, national agencies, schools, private groups, people’s organizations, and community 
volunteers. 
 
The initiative aims to expand forest cover, rehabilitate degraded lands, enhance biodiversity, and 
improve the condition of watersheds that supply water to farms, industries, and households. 
 
DENR Regional Executive Director Ralph Pablo said the annual observance underscores the 
need for sustained cooperation in protecting the environment. 
 
“Every tree planted today is an investment in the future of Central Luzon. Beyond increasing 
forest cover, these trees will help secure our watersheds, protect biodiversity, improve air 
quality, reduce the impacts of flooding and soil erosion, and strengthen our communities against 
the growing threats posed by climate change,” Pablo said. 
 
The Arbor Day activities build on the agency’s reforestation efforts under the Enhanced National 
Greening Program. 
 
Since 2011, DENR Region 3 has planted more than 88.4 million seedlings and established and 
rehabilitated over 138,000 hectares of denuded and degraded lands across Central Luzon. 
 
Pablo said the large-scale tree-growing program is expected to provide long-term benefits, 
including increased carbon sequestration, improved water availability, restoration of wildlife 
habitats, and stronger ecosystems capable of withstanding extreme weather events. 
 
“Tree growing is among the simplest yet most effective ways that citizens can contribute to 
environmental protection. Through the support of our partners and communities, we hope to 
instill a stronger sense of environmental stewardship and encourage more people to take an 
active role in conserving our natural resources,” he added. 
 
Philippine Arbor Day is observed every June 25 under Presidential Proclamation No. 643, which 
institutionalized tree planting as a nationwide activity aimed at promoting environmental 
awareness and responsibility among Filipinos. 
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DENR has encouraged the public to support greening initiatives beyond Arbor Day to help 
sustain healthy forests, protected watersheds, cleaner waterways, and more climate-resilient 
communities throughout Central Luzon. /cb 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
Preparing for El Niño 
By: Joe Zaldarriaga 
 
Even as the rainy season has begun, there are still areas across the Philippines recording 
dangerous heat indices — proof that climate change is shaping and changing the way we live. 
 
Earlier this month, weather bureau PAGASA announced that there is an 80 percent probability 
that current conditions will develop into a full-blown El Niño event that may persist until early 
2027. PAGASA has also warned that El Niño could become a “strong” to “very strong” event by 
the end of the year. This means prolonged dry spells, reduced rainfall, and the possibility of 
drought in many provinces. 
 
Meteorologists said El Niño is expected to enhance southwest monsoon activity, resulting in 
above average rainfall in parts of the country — likely triggering floods. The scenario is painting 
an image of extremes of dry spells and flooding. 
 
While El Niño is not new to us, it cannot be denied that each occurrence of the weather 
phenomenon grows more severe as climate change accelerates. What makes this one different 
is the length and intensity predicted, which, if not acted upon properly, could strain our systems. 
 
Agriculture is always among the hardest hit during El Niño. Reduced rainfall means lower yields 
and higher risks of crop failure, which is expected to lead to price hikes. Rice, our staple food, is 
particularly vulnerable. In May, the Department of Agriculture warned that a severe El Niño 
could reduce the national rice output by as much as 700,000 metric tons. The agency has since 
been proactively implementing programs to support farmers and fisherfolk to minimize the 
expected impact of the severe weather pattern. At this point, equipping farmers with tools and 
knowledge on how to cope with dry spells is a must, and at the same time, consumers must 
prepare for possible price hikes of food items. Food waste should be minimized, and 
communities are encouraged to buy directly from farmers to support local agriculture. 
 
Water scarcity is another looming threat. With the expected reduced rainfall, dams and 
reservoirs are under pressure to ensure sufficient supply. Water districts must intensify 
conservation campaigns, reminding households to fix leaks, reuse water where possible, and 
avoid wasteful practices. Local government units (LGUs) should activate rain harvesting 
systems as a contingency measure for possible water shortage. We’ve seen it in the past when 
households had to line up for water rations, and farmers had difficulty ensuring sufficient 
irrigation. 
 
Public health systems must also be ready to respond to heat-related illnesses and 
typhoon-related diseases. Extreme heat can increase the risks of dehydration, heat stroke, and 
respiratory problems. Meanwhile, typhoons and flooding can increase the risks of leptospirosis, 
diarrhea, dengue, and skin diseases. 
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Communities should embrace preventive measures such as ensuring clean surroundings, 
proper waste disposal, clean water storage, and hygiene campaigns to minimize the risks of 
diseases. 
 
Through all of these, government support and intervention are crucial. The Department of 
Agriculture has earlier reactivated the El Niño Task Force to ensure food security. The support of 
LGUs is equally important as well to ensure that communities are prepared to cope with the 
expected challenges of El Niño. 
 
Lastly, raising awareness on the possible impacts of El Niño is a must so that everyone can 
prepare. While greater attention and focus is given to political squabbles, the looming climate 
crisis deserves equal (if not greater) urgency. The possible impact of a prolonged El Niño should 
be highlighted in information campaigns so that households can practice prudent use of 
resources, schools should teach children the value of conservation, and businesses can adopt 
energy efficiency practices and water-saving technologies. 
 
We must all do our part to prepare for El Niño. 
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THE ECONOMIST 
 
Global warming has made Europe’s heatwave 2-4°C worse 
 
On THE MORNING of June 24th the Shaw Library at the London School of Economics was 
meant to be full of people discussing the impacts of climate change as part of London Climate 
Action Week. It was not to be. Britain’s Met Office had, for only the second time, issued a “red” 
warning about temperatures high enough to pose risks even to the fit and healthy. The 
organisers decided they could not proceed with their meeting—the subject of which was 
“Extreme heat: Improving governance and strengthening action”. 
 
Qualitatively, the European heatwave that started on June 18th is not unusual. A horseshoe of 
lower pressure—a so-called omega block—is sustaining an area of high pressure over the 
western part of the continent. The air near the surface in this high-pressure region came from 
the south-east, rather than off the Atlantic, and so started off fairly warm. High pressure above 
stopped it from losing its heat through convection, a process that produces clouds. A lack of 
clouds let the Sun stoke things further. Temperatures rose. 
 
Quantitatively, it has been something else (see map). Temperatures over 40°C (104°F) were 
recorded in much of France and Spain; they were not ruled out for Britain, which has seen them 
only once before. France saw its hottest day ever on June 24th, with 58 administrative 
departments under a red alert. The same applied to 16 Italian cities. Germany’s heat record 
could be broken by June 28th. Across the continent schools are shut, trains are cancelled and 
power grids are groaning. 
 
What makes an unexceptional weather pattern lead to exceptional heat? The obvious 
answer—climate change driven by greenhouse gases—is the correct one. A quick assessment 
offered by ClimaMeter, a consortium of scientists based at France’s Institut Pierre-Simon 
Laplace, suggests that climate change has made the heatwave 2°C-4°C worse than it would 
have been under the same conditions in the second half of the 20th century. 
 
Discussions of global warming tend to stress the effects on poor and middle-income countries at 
low latitudes. That is proper. The extremes experienced are worse, and people who live there 
have fewer—or none—of the resources needed for adaptation. Recent heatwaves in Asia have 
been horrific. But higher latitudes are warming faster. Europe’s temperature is rising by 0.56°C 
per decade, twice the world average and faster than any other continent (see chart). 
 
This is mainly because of a basic principle of climate change. Other things being equal there will 
be a greater warming at the poles than in the tropics, in part because the poles lose ice, which 
reflects sunlight, as the planet warms. The geographical centre of Europe, which sits near 
Vilnius at roughly 55°N, is closer to a pole than that of any other inhabited continent. Also 
relevant is Europe’s clean air, which allows more sunshine to warm the surface. Air pollution is 
falling in lots of places, but the European decline has gone on longer and progressed further 
than most. 
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Climate change may also be influencing the frequency of omega blocks. But Friederike Otto, a 
climate scientist at Imperial College London, stresses that it is the outcomes such patterns can 
now lead to, rather than changes in how often they occur, that matter most. “Heatwaves are 
becoming more frequent, more severe…and longer-lasting,” says Will Lang of the Met Office. 
 
The health impacts will be dire. In the heatwaves of 2003 there were over 70,000 heat-related 
deaths across 16 European countries. In 2022—at the time the hottest European summer on 
record—there were more than 60,000 across 35 countries. In 2023, not quite so hot, estimates 
were a little under 50,000. Europe has been getting better at protecting itself: a study by Elisa 
Gallo of the Barcelona Institute for Global Health and colleagues, published in 2024, estimates 
that without such adaptations the death toll in 2023 would have been around 90,000, and the 
death rate among the over-80s twice what it was. But if Europe is going to lower the risks of the 
worsening climate, rather than just keeping up with them, it needs to do more.  
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THE GUARDIAN 
 
Farmers criticise government plan to counter threats to UK food security 
 
The climate crisis will lead to food price shocks and shortages, the government has warned in 
its new plan for British farming. 
 
But farmers criticised the plan, which outlines for the first time the government’s vision for the 
long-term direction of farming, for failing to adequately fund a response to this threat to the UK’s 
food security. 
 
In the plan, published on Wednesday, the government warns that geopolitical instability, the 
climate crisis, environmental degradation and supply chain disruptions are affecting the UK’s 
food security. 
 
It warns this could increase the risk of “severe food price shocks” and in some “extreme 
situations, lead to reduced availability of certain foods”. The climate crisis is already affecting 
food prices – for example, potato prices rose by 22% in the UK during January and February 
2024 after heavy rain the previous year. 
 
A key solution to this, the plan says, is a shift away from fertilisers and pesticides and towards 
more sustainable farming systems. 
 
“Nature-friendly farming systems can sustain or enhance production while strengthening 
resilience and reducing input dependency. Too often, the debate around farming and the 
environment is framed as a trade-off, with food production on one side and nature recovery on 
the other. But the most resilient farms are profitable precisely because they work with the 
environment, not against it,” the report says. 
 
Tom Bradshaw, the president of the National Farmers’ Union, recognised the risk the climate 
crisis posed to the future of farming, and said the continuing “record temperatures” showed what 
the farming sector was up against. 
 
However, he criticised the plan for failing to allocate long-term funding to deal with climate 
breakdown. The plan says the budget for environmental land management (ELM) schemes will 
increase to up to £2bn a year by 2029. This funding increase was first announced last summer. 
 
ELM schemes are packages of payments that replaced the EU’s common agricultural policy 
(Cap) after Brexit, which paid land managers for the amount of land in their care. The aim of the 
schemes is to pay farmers to look after nature, soil and other public goods, rather than simply 
for farming and owning land. 
 
“The Treasury is conspicuously absent in this plan. Instead, it tips the balance of risk even more 
on to the shoulders of farmers,” Bradshaw said. 
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On Wednesday, the government allocated an additional £53m to the farming innovation 
programme, which will include dedicated funding rounds focused on robotics, soil health and 
water management. 
 
It has also launched a new £30m farmer collaboration fund to support groups of farmers to grow 
their businesses, build partnerships and share best practice. 
 
Last March, the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) suddenly closed 
applications for the sustainable farming incentive (SFI) ELM scheme, prompting outrage from 
farmers. 
 
The plan says applications for a “simpler, fairer” SFI scheme will open this month for small farms 
and those without an agreement, and in September for all eligible farms. 
 
With the UK facing its second record-breaking heatwave in two months, Martin Lines, the chief 
executive of the Nature Friendly Farming Network, said it was “a great relief that the plan 
recognises the interconnectedness of farming, food production, climate and nature”. 
 
However, he said the government now needed to support implementation of the plan by 
“backing England’s farmers with the right investment, schemes, and market conditions so our 
landscapes can deliver for food production, nature recovery, climate resilience and economic 
growth”. 
 
“The current soaring temperatures show the stark choice we face. With the right support and 
investment, farming systems built on healthy soils, clean water and living ecosystems can 
deliver a range of produce and outcomes while restoring nature and helping to mitigate the 
impacts of climate change,” he said. “Delay and inaction, on the other hand, would be 
disastrous.” 
 
The environment secretary, Emma Reynolds, said the plan marked a “shift away from only 
looking to the next harvest and towards a plan that gives farmers the long-term clarity they need 
to innovate, invest and grow with confidence for generations to come”. 
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THE STAR 
 
Climate fight will not stall because certain countries drop out, China says 
By: Kate Abnett 
 
Global cooperation to tackle climate change will not stall because of the absence of certain 
countries, China's environment minister told a meeting of governments on Monday, as nations 
prepare for this year's UN climate negotiations without the United States. 
 
"The multilateral process will not stop, or even slow down, because of the absence of individual 
countries," Chinese environment minister Huang Runqiu told the meeting, describing the world's 
low-carbon transition as "irreversible". 
 
U.S. President Donald Trump withdrew the world's biggest economy from the Paris Agreement, 
the world's main climate change treaty, in January. So far, no other country has followed the 
U.S.'s lead and quit. Huang was speaking at a meeting to discuss cooperation on climate 
change, which China, the European Union and Canada were co-hosting - despite mounting 
tensions between Brussels and Beijing over trade and China's dominance of global supply 
chains, including clean technologies like solar panels. 
 
Huang also argued that the Iran war's huge disruption to global oil and gas supplies has 
strengthened the case for the green transition. 
 
"The energy crisis triggered by the war in Iran has made all parties further recognise that green 
and low-carbon development, guided by the response to climate change, helps coordinate 
energy transition and energy security," Huang said. 
 
"The more turbulent and crisis-ridden the world becomes, the more it tests countries' strategic 
resolve and policy determination in advancing climate action," he said. 
 
Early signs indicate the ​war is speeding up some countries' shift away from fossil fuels, with 
countries ⁠including Pakistan reporting a jump in electric vehicle sales since the U.S.-Israeli war 
with Iran began. However, the war has also prompted some nations to increase the use of coal 
or oil-based power generation as they struggle to replace gas from the Middle East. 
 
China is the world's biggest CO2 emitter and burns more coal than any other nation. At the 
same time, the country is also leading the world in developing renewable energy and sales of 
electric cars - far outpacing any other economy on both fronts.  
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UNITED NATIONS 
 
Climate crisis: UN chief lays out solutions blueprint for clean energy transition 
By Daniel Johnson 
 
In a major keynote speech at London Climate Action Week, the UN chief called on AI firms to 
"come clean" on the full environmental impact of data centres in terms their carbon, water and 
land footprints. 
 
The Secretary-General also highlighted how the world’s dependence on oil is driving both the 
climate crisis and an energy sovereignty crunch, the latter linked to massive shipping disruption 
in the Strait of Hormuz and the war involving Iran, Israel and the United States. 
 
“These crises may seem separate but they share the same destructive origin: fossil fuels. And 
they demand the same answer: a fast, fair transition to clean energy and a surge in adaptation, 
resilience and climate justice for those already facing climate harm,” Mr. Guterres said, in a call 
for political leadership to push through global change akin to that required to phase out leaded 
gasoline and to ban chemicals that created a hole in the ozone layer. 
 
In brief: the UN plan for energy independence  
 

●​ Cut emissions fast: emissions must peak now and reach net zero by 2050, including 
through a global push to curb methane pollution. 

●​ Accelerate clean energy: renewables pick-up needs to continue, subsidies must end for 
fossil fuel projects and fossil fuel profits taxed to support vulnerable communities and the 
energy transition. 

●​ Clean up AI: require major AI companies to disclose the environmental impact of their 
data centres and power them with renewable energy by 2030. 

●​ Ensure a just transition: ensure the shift to clean energy creates jobs, supports 
communities and delivers development benefits for developing countries. 

●​ Boost climate resilience: increase investment in adaptation, early warning systems and 
other measures to protect people most vulnerable to climate impacts. 

●​ Unlock fair finance: expand affordable funding for developing countries to invest in clean 
energy, climate adaptation and sustainable development. 

●​ Defend science and truth: strengthen trust in science, combat climate disinformation and 
protect environmental journalists and human rights defenders. 

 
Earth’s tipping points 
 
It is more than a decade since world leaders agreed in Paris to limit global temperature rise to 
1.5°C above pre-industrial levels, a remarkable show of international unity, led by the UN. 
Today, although that Agreement stands – and despite the US officially withdrawing for a second 
time in January this year – UN-backed scientists warn that average annual temperatures are 
likely to exceed that threshold in coming years. 
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“Every fraction of a degree matters,” the Secretary-General insisted, as he forewarned of the 
irreversible damage to coral reefs unable to survive in too-warm waters, the melting ice sheets 
that threaten to reshape coastlines and displace millions, and the real possibility that some 
small island nations could disappear under the waves. 
 
Faced with this existential scenario, “the task before us is to strictly limit the overshoot, shorten 
its duration and bring temperatures down below 1.5°C as fast as possible”, Mr. Guterres 
maintained. 
 
‘Mother of all energy shocks’ 
 
And while he pointed out that “any peace agreement is welcome and would bring much needed 
relief”, in reference to a 60-day pause in hostilities to allow ongoing Iranian-US talks in 
Switzerland, the UN chief noted that the Middle East crisis had unleashed “the mother of all 
energy shocks” comparable to the oil disruption of the 1970s and the full-scale Russian invasion 
of Ukraine. 
 
As damaging as the Middle East war has been for highly industrialized nations, the UN 
Secretary-General insisted that developing countries have been hit even harder: 
 
“It is a debt shock, a food shock, a development shock”, he told the London audience. 
 
A just future from renewables 
 
“The good news is – unlike every past energy crisis – we now have a clear way out, a clean way 
out,” the Secretary-General continued. 
 
He noted that since 2010, the cost of solar energy has plummeted by almost 90 per cent, 
onshore wind by more than 70 per cent, and battery storage by 95 per cent. 
 
Renewables avoided more than the annual carbon dioxide emissions of the US, the EU and 
Japan combined, Mr. Guterres said, adding that clean energy investment now attracts almost 
twice as much as fossil fuels. 
 
“There are no embargoes on sunlight and no blockades on the wind,” he said. 
 
A seven-point plan for energy independence 
As part of the Secretary-General’s blueprint for a clean break with fossil fuels, he outlined seven 
key steps: 
 
1: Emissions must peak immediately and fall steeply this decade, reaching net zero by 2050. 
The G20 group of wealthy nations “must lead” on this, as it is responsible for around 80 per cent 
of global emissions, Mr. Guterres said. Ambitious measures include a global Call to Action on 
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Methane to reduce emissions of the gas traps around 80 times more heat than carbon dioxide, 
but which breaks down in the atmosphere within just a decade or two. 
 
“The world phased out leaded gasoline. We eliminated ozone-depleting chemicals. Methane 
pollution must be next,” the UN chief stressed. 
 
2: Clean energy projects should be promoted and public subsidies ditched for new fossil fuel 
projects. “The eight largest fossil fuel companies reported pocketing an extra $6.5 billion in the 
first quarter of this year alone…I urge governments to tax them" to help vulnerable families and 
communities and accelerate the shift to clean, affordable energy, Mr. Guterres said. 
 
3: Every major AI company should “measure and publicly disclose the full environmental impact” 
of data centres: their carbon, water and land footprints – and commit to power every data centre 
with renewable energy by 2030. Today, AI data centres already consume more electricity than 
most nations; “it’s time to come clean”, the UN chief noted. 
 
By 2030, AI data centres could use enough water to meet the basic needs of all 1.3 billion 
residents of sub‑Saharan Africa for an entire year, the UN chief said. 
 
4: “No more extraction without development:” Mr. Guterres called for greater support for the 
move to clean energy in a way that benefits workers and communities everywhere and 
developing countries too, driven forward by the UN Climate Conference – COP31 – in Türkiye. 
“The transition itself is no longer in question,” he stressed, adding: “It will be either managed or 
chaotic, fair or unequal, a source of stability or of greater division; and these choices are still 
ours to make.” 
 
5: Protect those most at risk from climate chaos by helping them adapt, because this “saves 
lives, safeguards homes and communities, helps economies absorb shocks and holds societies 
together”, the Secretary-General insisted. Contingency systems need to be put in place before 
shocks become humanitarian and economic catastrophes, Mr. Guterres added. At the same 
time, developed countries must deliver on their “long-standing commitment to double adaptation 
finance, with a clear trajectory toward tripling it”, he said. 
 
6: Support fair finance to support phasing out fossil fuels and the green transition at scale and at 
speed: because many developing countries face borrowing costs that are two to three times 
higher than in wealthier economies. 
 
“Countries rich in renewable potential are being locked out of the clean energy revolution,” the 
UN chief maintained, pointing to African countries which receive only two per cent of global 
clean energy investment even though they possess 60 per cent of the world’s best solar 
resources. 
 
Mr. Guterres highlighted the $600-800 billion in additional lending capacity of multilateral 
development banks, such as the World Bank. This should be used “aggressively” to finance the 
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infrastructure of the future and climate adaptation, along with other investment measures such 
as taxing high-emitting sectors, he maintained. 
 
Equally, “developed countries must keep their promises", including support to the Fund for 
Responding to Loss and Damage and the Green Climate Fund, the Secretary-General 
continued, noting that the $300 billion pledged to developing countries must be delivered along 
with concrete steps to mobilize $1.3 trillion a year by 2035. 
 
7: Finally, the UN Secretary-General urged support for science as the bedrock of truth and early 
warning systems - and to tackle climate falsehoods, since "disinformation is spreading 
deliberately to delay climate action, entrench vested interests, and erode trust”. 
 
Human rights defenders and journalists reporting on the climate and the environment should be 
protected and trust in evidence and institutions bolstered, Mr. Guterres insisted, pointing to the 
Global Initiative for Information Integrity on Climate Change, led by the UN, UNESCO and Brazil 
in support of this goal. 
 
A warning from the trees of Kew 
 
Receiving the Kew International Medal later in the day, the Secretary-General paid tribute to the 
Royal Botanic Gardens as a global centre of science and conservation, while warning that the 
climate crisis is already taking a toll on the natural world. Citing the loss of more than 400 trees 
at Kew during the 2022 drought and the growing risks facing many of its species, he said the 
fate of nature and humanity are inseparable.  
 
The UN chief stressed that ending dependence on fossil fuels and accelerating the shift to 
renewable energy must go hand in hand with protecting forests, restoring degraded 
ecosystems, safeguarding oceans and defending science. “When the climate crisis comes for 
the great trees of Kew, it is a warning to us all,” he said, urging greater investment in 
nature-based solutions to help secure a safer and more sustainable future for people and planet 
alike. 
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UNITED NATIONS PHILIPPINES 
 
UN Chief proposes 7-point climate plan; local actions already underway in the 
Philippines to strengthen energy security 
 
The transition to locally produced renewable energy is key to both increasing energy security 
and combatting climate change. This was the key message of United Nations Secretary‑General 
Antonio Guterres, who today unveiled a seven-point global action plan to confront the escalating 
climate and energy crises, emphasising the urgent need to accelerate the shift from fossil fuels 
toward clean, resilient, and equitable energy systems. 
 
In a speech during London Climate Action Week, Guterres said the climate and energy crises 
share a common root—fossil fuel dependence—and require a coordinated global response. 
 
The foremost priority in the UN chief’s seven-point plan is the reduction of emissions, 
particularly carbon dioxide and methane, two of the primary contributors to global warming.  
 
Guterres launched a global call to action on methane that focuses on three key sectors: landfills 
and waste disposal, agriculture, and fossil fuels. He said cutting methane emissions, which 
break down in the atmosphere within two decades, will lead to a drop in global temperatures 
within a generation—unlike CO₂ emissions, which could stay in the atmosphere for hundreds of 
thousands of years. 
 
This call to action is complemented by the second point in the plan, which is a transition from 
investments in coal, oil, and gas to the expansion of renewable energy systems. 
 
The third item in the agenda covers the rapid rise in energy demand from artificial intelligence 
(AI) systems. Guterres proposed a new AI Environmental Transparency Initiative, which urges 
major technology companies to disclose the full environmental footprint of their operations and 
commit to powering data centres with 100% renewable energy by 2030. [Read UN University’s 
new report on the Environmental Cost of Artificial Intelligence] 
 
Underscoring the importance of fairness amid the transition to more sustainable forms of 
energy, the Secretary‑General called for a people‑centred approach that protects workers, 
supports developing countries, and ensures shared benefits. 
 
He stressed the need for coordinated international cooperation to address economic risks, 
maintain affordability, and create new opportunities in clean energy industries. 
 
Guterres also highlighted that amid the shift to cleaner energy, countries must scale up 
adaptation efforts to mitigate climate impacts that are already being felt worldwide. 
 
“We must do far more to protect people and communities from the here-and-now effects of 
climate chaos,” he said. “Because even at full speed, we cannot outrun climate change.” 
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The UN chief recommended response measures such as integrating climate risks into national 
planning, expanding early warning systems, improving disaster preparedness, and significantly 
increasing funding for vulnerable countries. 
 
These initiatives require substantial increases in climate financing and financial support for 
developing nations. Guterres emphasized that meaningful progress depends on delivering 
existing funding commitments, mobilizing US$ 1.3 trillion annually by 2035, and reforming 
financial systems to unlock public and private investment in sustainable infrastructure and 
resilience. 
 
Finally, the Secretary‑General warned of rising disinformation that undermines climate action. 
He called for stronger efforts to protect scientific integrity, support journalists and researchers, 
and ensure universal access to accurate, evidence‑based information through resources such 
as the UN’s Global Initiative on Information Integrity on Climate Change. 
 
The Secretary-General's seven-point plan is already reflected in ongoing efforts in the 
Philippines, where the UN has been supporting a wide range of initiatives to strengthen energy 
security, expand clean energy access, and build climate resilience. 
 
From advancing offshore wind development and modernizing electricity grids to promoting 
solar‑powered housing, climate‑smart industries, and renewable energy in critical services, 
these initiatives reflect how global priorities are being translated into practical solutions on the 
ground. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Philippines pushes stronger adaptation measures at UN climate talks 
 
The Philippines called for stronger action on climate adaptation and increased support for 
developing countries during the 64th Sessions of the Subsidiary Bodies (SB64) of the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) held from 8 to 18 June. 
 
During discussions on the Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA), the Philippine delegation urged 
the development and operationalization of adaptation indicators to help countries identify 
climate-related needs, guide implementation, and mobilize support for vulnerable communities. 
 
The country also advocated for the accelerated implementation of the Belém–Addis Vision on 
Adaptation, which aims to help nations assess progress and strengthen adaptation efforts. 
 
Climate Change Commission (CCC) Commissioner Rachel Anne S. Herrera, who headed the 
Philippine delegation, emphasized the need to operationalize the GGA. 
 
“Adaptation efforts must be supported by accessible finance, technology transfer, and 
capacity-building,” Herrera said. 
 
The Philippines stressed that adaptation indicators should be practical tools for informing 
decision-making, strengthening implementation, and identifying areas where support is needed. 
 
The delegation also called for the immediate establishment of a technical task force to support 
the development of adaptation indicators and urged balanced regional representation in the 
process. 
 
In separate discussions on the Baku Adaptation Road Map, the Philippines pushed for 
adaptation finance to remain a key component of global climate efforts, citing continuing 
challenges faced by developing countries in accessing financial support. 
 
CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said the country's positions in 
climate negotiations are guided by President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s directive to advance 
national interests while strengthening climate resilience. 
 
“Guided by this directive, the Philippines continues to advocate for stronger support for 
developing countries and meaningful outcomes that help communities adapt to climate impacts 
and build resilience,” Borje said. 
 
He added that adaptation remains a national priority given the country's vulnerability to 
climate-related hazards. 
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“For the Philippines, adaptation is fundamentally about safeguarding people and communities. 
Every investment in resilience strengthens our capacity to withstand climate impacts and secure 
a safer future for present and future generations,” Borje said. 
 
The SB64 meetings serve as a preparatory platform for negotiations and decisions that will be 
taken up at the next UN Climate Change Conference. 
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
Philippines Advocates Climate-Resilient Agriculture and Food Security in SB64 
 
The Philippines underscored the vital importance of safeguarding food security and agricultural 
production while ensuring that climate integration in agriculture remains adaptation-centered 
and does not create unintended trade and financial obligations for developing countries during 
negotiations at the 64th Sessions of the Subsidiary Bodies (SB64) of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 
 
Intervening during the 2nd In-Session Workshop of the Sharm el-Sheikh Joint Work on 
Agriculture and Food Security, the Philippine delegation staked out a firm national stance. The 
Philippines highlighted the risks associated with unilateral trade mechanisms. If left unchecked, 
these mechanisms could act as trade barriers that adversely affect smallholder farmers and 
disrupt domestic food supply chains. 
 
To protect Filipino farmers and fisherfolk, the delegation pushed for a strong strategy that 
respects local realities. Environmental targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions that never 
stop a country from feeding its own people were emphasized. 
 
Held from June 8 to 18 in Bonn, Germany, SB64 served as a key platform for technical climate 
negotiations under the UNFCCC, helping lay the groundwork for decisions to be taken at the 
31st Conference of the Parties (COP31) later this year. 
 
According to CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje, the country’s 
positions at these talks are directly anchored on President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s guidance 
to advance core interests, with food security seen as a development imperative. 
 
“Guided by this directive, the Philippines ensures that its participation in international 
negotiations, such as SB64, includes action and coordination to protect local agriculture,” Borje 
said. 
 
Through these platforms, the Philippines continues to advance climate action that is equitable, 
science-informed, and responsive to the needs of vulnerable communities, while advancing 
national priorities and advocating for climate justice, equity and stronger support for developing 
countries—particularly in the critical areas of climate finance, adaptation, technology transfer, 
and capacity-building. 
 
To read more on the Philippines’ participation in SB64, visit the Climate Change Commission 
official website at www.climate.gov.ph and www.facebook.com/CCCPhl.  
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Philippines underscores implementation-focused climate action at UNFCCC SB64 
 
The Philippines pressed for ramped-up delivery of climate commitments as the 64th Sessions of 
the Subsidiary Bodies (SB64) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) concluded on 18 June 2026. 
 
In its closing statement, the Philippines, through the Head of Delegation and Climate Change 
Commission (CCC) Commissioner Rachel Anne S. Herrera, underscored the importance of 
translating climate commitments into concrete action and resilience for vulnerable countries and 
communities. 
 
Noting that the SB64 meetings serve as a bridge for preparations towards the annual climate 
negotiations or the Conference of the Parties (COP31) scheduled later in November this year in 
Antalya, Turkiye, the Philippines highlighted key priorities, including climate finance, adaptation, 
and implementation mechanisms, for countries to focus their efforts on and ensure 
implementation. 
 
On climate finance, the Philippines expressed concern over reductions in pledges from 
developed countries and shifting priorities that could affect the sustainability and operations of 
institutions established under the UNFCCC to lead adaptation efforts. The Philippine delegation 
called for new, additional, predictable, and scaled-up public finance from developed countries to 
support developing nations’ adaptation, mitigation, and loss and damage efforts. 
 
In the broader negotiations, the Philippines called for a balanced and inclusive approach across 
mitigation, just transition, agriculture, climate and trade, and the Global Stocktake. It stressed 
that negotiations should remain responsive to national circumstances and guided by equity and 
the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities. 
 
The Philippines also participated in the Expert Dialogue on Relevant Issues in Gender- and 
Age- Disaggregated Data and Gender Analysis, the In-Session Workshop on Best Practices and 
Tools for Strengthening the Role of National Gender and Climate Change Focal Points, and the 
Interactive Dialogue on Progress in the Delivery of the Gender-Responsive Climate Finance 
with the aim of stronger coordination among national focal points, implementing agencies, and 
climate finance mechanisms as part of the Belém Gender Action Plan. 
 
The Philippines is participating in negotiations to advance national priorities and advocate for 
climate justice, equity, and stronger support for developing countries, particularly in the areas of 
climate finance, adaptation, technology transfer, and capacity-building. 
 
As SB64 concluded, the Philippines urged Parties to bridge differences and deliver concrete 
outcomes aligned with the 1.5°C goal. 
 
“Commitments must translate into implementation, and implementation must translate into 
resilience,” the Philippine delegation said. 
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Held from June 8 to 18 in Bonn, Germany, SB64 served as a key platform for technical 
negotiations leading to COP31. 
 
For updates on the Philippines’ participation in SB64, visit www.climate.gov.ph and Climate 
Change Commission PH. 
 

  =END= 
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