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ABS CBN 
 
Europe swelters as heatwave moves east, excess deaths rise 
 
Europe's deadly heatwave pushed east Sunday with hundreds of millions still sweltering across 
the continent despite fleeting relief from overnight storms, notably in France and Belgium. 
 
LPA has high chance of storm formation, to drench central Philippines 
By: Ariel Rojas 
 
The low pressure area (LPA) being monitored inside the Philippine area of responsibility (PAR) 
has a high chance of tropical cyclone formation in the next 24 hours, PAGASA said on Monday 
morning. 
 
ECO BUSINESS 
 
[Opinion] Cities show how climate action makes life better 
By: Michael R Bloomberg and Teresa Ribera 
 
In the global fight against climate change, there has been no shortage of targets and 
commitments. But people ultimately judge progress by what they experience in their daily lives. 
And nowhere is the impact of climate action more tangible than in the world’s cities. 
 

1 

https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/world/2026/6/29/europe-swelters-as-heatwave-moves-east-excess-deaths-rise-0108
https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/6/29/lpa-has-high-chance-of-storm-formation-to-drench-central-philippines-1102
https://www.eco-business.com/opinion/cities-show-how-climate-action-makes-life-better/


 

[Opinion] To avoid climate peril, the world must electrify 
By: By Murat Kurum 
 
The cascade of shocks to the global economy over the past few months has offered a glimpse 
of our new reality. The Gulf conflict has taken an extraordinary—and dangerous—amount of oil, 
gas, and fertilizer off the market, and now a possible “super” El Niño cycle could bring more 
extreme weather. 
 
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
DENR confirms Loreto, Dinagat Islands’ peatland another climate refuge 
By: Renelle L. Escuadro 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), through its Ecosystems 
Research and Development Bureau (ERDB), has confirmed the 60-hectare inland wetland on 
Gibusong Island, Loreto, Dinagat Islands, as a significant peatland ecosystem, discovering 
another climate refuge and natural flood mitigation area in the country. 
 
Planning for Tomorrow: Quirino maps out a more livable, resilient future 
By: Thelma C. Bicarme 
 
The future of a province is not built overnight. It begins with a vision, guided by careful planning 
and shaped by the collective efforts of leaders, experts, and communities working toward a 
common goal. 
 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
lC calls for stronger climate resilience, innovative risk financing 
By: Anna Leah Gonzales 
 
Insurance Commissioner Reynaldo Regalado called for stronger climate resilience and 
innovative risk financing. 
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
From Museo del Galeón to climate-ready coasts 
By: Ludwig Federigan 
 
AWEEK ago, we curiously stepped aboard the Museo del Galeón and left with something 
heavier and more urgent than souvenirs: a sense that the past is not a museum piece but a 
blueprint. Walking the replica decks of the Nuestra Señora del Espíritu Santo, I felt the weight of 
centuries of trade winds, shipwright skill and the fragile balance between human enterprise and 
the ocean. What struck me most was the technological ingenuity on display as well as how 
those same lessons about adaptation, exchange and respect for nature speak to the 
Philippines’ present struggle against climate change. 
 
THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
Philippines to UN: Reaffirm UNCLOS as oceans charter 
 
The Philippines, in time for next months’ 10th anniversary of the 2016 South China Sea Arbitral 
Award, has called on members of the United Nations and the international community to reaffirm 
the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) as the constitution that governs the 
oceans of the world. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Funding our climate change fight 
By: Dean Nilo Divina 
 
The harsh summer heat has barely eased, yet June has already brought sudden, heavy rains 
that have disrupted commutes, flooded streets and forced the suspension of classes in several 
parts of the country. 

 
Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ABS CBN 
 
Europe swelters as heatwave moves east, excess deaths rise 
 
Europe's deadly heatwave pushed east Sunday with hundreds of millions still sweltering across 
the continent despite fleeting relief from overnight storms, notably in France and Belgium. 
 
The heat remained intense across central and eastern Europe, with the Czech Republic, 
Hungary and Poland hit hard as temperatures soared and records fell. At least 191 million 
Europeans were expected to face temperatures above 35C during the day, according to AFP 
estimates. 
 
The World Health Organization said it had recorded more than 1,300 excess deaths in Europe 
since June 21. Overall, some 381 million  Europeans were set to see temperatures exceed 30C, 
according to analysis based on forecasts from the German Meteorological Service and 
population data. 
 
Almost all of Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic were above 35C, along with around 42 
million people in Germany, while Slovakia, Serbia, Croatia, Italy, Austria and western Ukraine 
also faced extreme heat. 
 
 
- 'Not a fiasco' - 
"Right now 150 million people are living under extreme heat, hundreds have died, schools are 
shut, grids are buckling," WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said on X. 
 
Storms brought some respite overnight, particularly in France after several days of temperatures 
close to 40C. But they also caused damage, as a man died near Brussels when a tree fell on his 
car, local media reported. 
 
In France, the highest-level heat alerts were expected to ease on Sunday evening, although 
millions continued to endure sweltering conditions. 
 
Still marked by the 2003 heatwave -- Europe's worst in centuries, which killed around 15,000 
people -- French authorities feared a rising death toll. 
 
The country's national health agency said Sunday it had tallied around 1,000 more deaths than 
expected from June 24, and warned the figure was likely to increase further. 
 
Many of those fatalities are among those aged 65 and over, it said. 
 
But Health Minister Stephanie Rist said France would "probably" avoid a repeat of the 
devastating 2003 heatwave, citing better preparation in care homes for the elderly. 
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Interior Minister Laurent Nunez rejected criticism over the response, insisting: "This is not a 
fiasco -- we were prepared." 
 
Temperatures soared above 40C in several countries on Sunday as the heatwave shattered 
records across central and eastern Europe. 
 
Poland recorded a new all-time high of 40.5C in the western town of Slubice, according to the 
national meteorological institute. 
 
Germany set a new national high of 41.7C at Coschen, near the Polish border, surpassing a 
high set just a day earlier, while the Czech Republic also broke records for a second 
consecutive day, with 41.1C recorded in Doksany, north of Prague. 
 
France's National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) said rising temperatures were clearly 
affecting marine life and biodiversity. 
 
Speaking from a beach at Wimereux in northern France, CNRS research director Gregory 
Beaugrand told AFP the warming of the Channel was disrupting the food chain, as "fish that like 
cold waters are disappearing". 
 
French paleoclimatologist Jean Jouzel told the Tribune newspaper he feared political attention 
would quickly shift once the heatwave ends. 
 
Urging people to heed scientific warnings, he said: "People are closing their eyes -- but it is 
extremely serious." 
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LPA has high chance of storm formation, to drench central Philippines 
By: Ariel Rojas 
 
The low pressure area (LPA) being monitored inside the Philippine area of responsibility (PAR) 
has a high chance of tropical cyclone formation in the next 24 hours, PAGASA said on Monday 
morning. 
 
It will be assigned the local name Henry once it forms into a tropical depression. 
 
As of 8 a.m., the LPA was located 390 kilometers east of Guiuan, Eastern Samar. 
 
It is already bringing scattered rains over Bicol Region, Central and Eastern Visayas, and 
northern Caraga, the state weather bureau said. 
 
The weather disturbance is seen to cross the Visayas-Southern Luzon area on Tuesday before 
emerging over the West Philippine Sea on Wednesday, where it may enhance the southwest 
monsoon or Habagat. 
 
During the potential storm’s passage, moderate to heavy rains are expected in Bicol, Mimaropa, 
Eastern Visayas, and parts of Caraga. Scattered rains may also affect Central Luzon, 
Calabarzon, the rest of Visayas, and the western and northern sections of Mindanao. 
 
Rainy weather may continue in Mimaropa on Wednesday and Thursday due to the enhanced 
Habagat. 
 
In Metro Manila, cloudy skies and scattered rains will be experienced from Tuesday through 
Friday. 
 
Meanwhile, afternoon or evening thunderstorms may also bring heavy rains and strong winds in 
Northern Luzon and the rest of Mindanao. 
 
The weather disturbance will intensify further over the West Philippine Sea before moving 
towards southern China later in the week.  
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ECO BUSINESS 
 
[Opinion] Cities show how climate action makes life better 
By: Michael R Bloomberg and Teresa Ribera 
 
In the global fight against climate change, there has been no shortage of targets and 
commitments. But people ultimately judge progress by what they experience in their daily lives. 
And nowhere is the impact of climate action more tangible than in the world’s cities. 
 
Mayors understand that the same measures that reduce greenhouse-gas (GHG) emissions and 
strengthen climate resilience also improve people’s daily lives. 
 
Energy-efficient homes lower the families’ bills. Increased access to renewables reduces 
dependence on imported fossil fuels and vulnerability to spikes in oil and gas prices. 
 
Better public transport and safer cycling infrastructure give people more affordable and healthier 
ways to move around their communities. Trees and green spaces improve air quality, cool 
neighbourhoods, and make cities more pleasant places to live. 
 
But climate action is also about protecting people from the already tangible effects of a warming 
planet. Heat waves, floods, droughts, and extreme-weather events are becoming more frequent 
and intense. Cities and their residents are increasingly on the front line of these challenges. 
That is why confronting climate change requires pursuing adaptation alongside mitigation. 
 
Around the world, local leaders are adapting schools, hospitals, nursing homes, and public 
spaces to protect citizens from excessive heat and other climate risks. Shading systems, green 
roofs, and natural cooling solutions can significantly enhance cities’ resilience to rising 
temperatures, with children, older people, and other vulnerable residents often benefiting the 
most. 
 
A combination of adaptation measures and energy efficiency can save lives, improve well-being, 
and reduce energy costs. These green investments also attract talent, innovation, and private 
investment, making climate action an economic opportunity. 
 
Mayors have been putting these principles into practice for years. As a result, GHG emissions 
have fallen in many of the world’s largest cities, even as their populations have continued to 
grow. Moreover, cities of all sizes and regions are working together to accelerate the progress 
they have made individually. 
 
Over the past decade, the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy (GCoM) has grown 
into an alliance of more than 14,000 cities and local governments across 150 countries, 
representing over one billion people. Many member cities have adopted climate goals that are 
more ambitious than their national governments’—and are on track to achieve them more 
quickly. 
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Yet cities could move faster and go further with increased support. Specifically, they have a 
pressing need for technical expertise and access to finance. Many local authorities still lack the 
resources required to identify, develop, and implement climate projects at the necessary scale. 
 
Partnerships can help address these needs. The City Climate Finance Gap Fund, supported by 
GCoM and the World Bank, is already assisting cities in developing projects that can attract 
investment and deliver tangible benefits for their populations. Over the past few years, it has 
supported more than 1,400 cities in turning climate ambition into practical action. 
 
Now, GCoM, C40 (a network of the world’s biggest cities committed to addressing climate 
change), and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development are building on that work 
with a new partnership to help cities scale up climate projects through technical and financial 
assistance. This initiative will focus largely on regions where the gap between ambition and 
available resources is widest. 
 
National governments increasingly recognise the power of cities to drive progress on climate 
change. While promising, it should be only the beginning. Mayors and city leaders understand 
better than anyone that the most successful climate policies are those that people can see and 
feel in their everyday lives: cleaner air, safer streets, lower energy bills, healthier homes, and 
better protection against extreme weather. 
 
With the right support, cities can continue to protect people, strengthen resilience, and create 
the conditions for sustainable growth. Most importantly, cities can play a powerful leadership 
role by showing the world that climate action is not a burden, but an opportunity to build better 
lives and more vibrant communities for all.  
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[Opinion] To avoid climate peril, the world must electrify 
By: By Murat Kurum 
 
The cascade of shocks to the global economy over the past few months has offered a glimpse 
of our new reality. The Gulf conflict has taken an extraordinary—and dangerous—amount of oil, 
gas, and fertilizer off the market, and now a possible “super” El Niño cycle could bring more 
extreme weather. 
 
That means this year’s United Nations Climate Change Conference—COP31 in Antalya, 
Turkey—will come just as millions of people have been pushed deeper into energy and food 
poverty, forced to suffer truly terrible conditions as they endure more severe natural disasters. 
 
These perils underscore the danger of continuing to depend on imported fossil fuels. Around 80 
per cent of the global population lives in countries that remain net importers of fossil fuels, and 
we have just witnessed how vulnerable this reliance leaves our economic security. 
 
Around the world, but especially in developing countries, the prices of essentials have spiked, 
financial conditions have deteriorated, and debt distress has spread. 
 
This latest global crisis further reinforces the need for cleaner, more resilient sources of energy. 
Three years ago, at COP28 in Dubai, governments agreed that a just, orderly, equitable 
transition away from fossil fuels is a top priority. Now, we must come up with a roadmap to turn 
that high-level vision into a day-to-day reality. 
 
To that end, my goal as president-designate of COP31 is to spark a global conversation about 
electrification. We must move from abstract debates to address the real decisions that ordinary 
people face. 
 
Think of the family considering whether to buy an electric car; the landlord installing solar 
panels, batteries, or heat pumps; the city planner investing in electric buses; or the paper 
producer electrifying its heating process. 
 
This topic is critical, because while 45 per cent of global direct emissions come from buildings, 
transportation, and industry, only around 20 per cent of energy demand is met by electricity 
rather than direct fossil fuels. Thus, one of our core objectives at COP31 will be to forge an 
agreement on how everyone can contribute to a new global electrification target of 35 per cent 
by 2035. 
 
These targets are not pulled out of thin air. The data show that they can be reached if 
policymakers heed the assessments by the International Energy Agency and the International 
Renewable Energy Agency of the steps needed to limit global warming to 1.5° Celsius above 
pre-industrial levels, as set out in the Paris Agreement. That overarching ambition is now over a 
decade old, and this new target is an important stepping stone. 
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But simply electrifying daily life is not enough. We also must rapidly scale up renewables, so 
that electrified economies are powered by clean energy. We need expanded and resilient grids 
to manage the new load. And we need more financial support for developing countries to bring 
them along. 
 
Previous COPs have set targets for each of these needs. At COP28, everyone committed to 
tripling the world’s renewable-power capacity by 2030. At COP29 in Baku, 74 countries 
recognised the need to boost energy-storage capacity sixfold and to add or refurbish 80 million 
kilometres of grids by 2040. And donors committed to mobilising at least US$300 billion 
annually by 2035 for developing countries. 
 
All these targets matter. Together, they form the architecture for the energy transition. They send 
strong market signals and provide a shared basis for rallying global collective action in a 
fractured world. They are meaningful precisely because they are “stretch goals”—ambitious but 
achievable. 
 
In 2026, two additional developments give us hope. The first is the extraordinary collapse in the 
costs of essential ingredients like batteries and solar panels. Owing to this trend, Turkey has 
now provided permits for more battery storage than any EU member. 
 
Second, historic events like the war in the Gulf can lead to historic movements, as the 1970s oil 
crises did by driving unprecedented energy-efficiency gains. The current crisis has unleashed 
powerful market forces that we can harness, at COP31 and beyond, to accelerate electrification. 
 
There is no one-size-fits-all model. Each country will make a different contribution, and each 
sector will map out its own pathway. 
 
Africa’s challenges and opportunities are not the same as Europe’s. Electrifying transportation is 
not the same as electrifying industrial processes and buildings. No one can or should try to 
impose solutions on anyone else. But everyone must recognise that electrifying daily life is how 
we move away from fossil fuels. It is how we can make these volatile commodities superfluous. 
And it is how we can shield families from the effects of spiralling energy prices. 
 
We will use the convening power of the COP presidency to focus minds, forge stronger 
partnerships, and move into implementation mode. Our world is in peril, and electrification is our 
salvation. 
 
Murat Kurum, Turkey’s Minister of Environment, Urbanization, and Climate Change, is 
President-designate of the 2026 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP31). 
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
DENR confirms Loreto, Dinagat Islands’ peatland another climate refuge 
By: Renelle L. Escuadro 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), through its Ecosystems 
Research and Development Bureau (ERDB), has confirmed the 60-hectare inland wetland on 
Gibusong Island, Loreto, Dinagat Islands, as a significant peatland ecosystem, discovering 
another climate refuge and natural flood mitigation area in the country. 
 
According to a 2024-2025 study spearheaded by the DENR-ERDB entitled “Comprehensive 
Assessment of Philippine Peatlands: Basis for Conservation, Sustainable Development 
Planning, and Management,” it verified that the 60.42-hectare waterlogged landscape on 
Gibusong Island meets the technical criteria for peatland under DENR Administrative Order No. 
2022-06 and the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. 
 
It is one of the 17 peatland sites assessed by ERDB out of the 29 confirmed peatlands in the 
Philippines. The research was conducted in close coordination with the DENR Biodiversity 
Management Bureau, DENR Caraga, Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office of 
Dinagat Islands, and the local government of Loreto. 
 
Peatlands act as water sponges, or natural flood-control systems that reduce flood risk to 
communities. They absorb rainfall during wet periods and slowly release water during dry spells, 
helping regulate local water supply, reduce flooding, and support agriculture and fisheries, 
providing direct benefits to surrounding communities. 
 
According to the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR), unlike typical soil, 
peatlands are composed of up to 95 percent water and 5 percent partially decayed organic 
matter. Their ability to mitigate floods comes from three main characteristics: sponge-like 
absorption, the ability to reduce the velocity of water traveling across the landscape, and the 
capability to gradually release trapped water back into the watershed, helping maintain stable 
river levels and recharging groundwater. 
 
Also, ERDB’s Watershed and Water Resources Research, Development, and Extension Center 
said that the site on Gibusong Island exhibited exceptional soil organic matter and high carbon 
sequestration capacity. The peatland holds an estimated 12,126.61 megagrams of carbon, with 
a density 15 to 20 times higher than that of typical tropical rainforests. Protecting this carbon 
store prevents massive greenhouse gas emissions that would otherwise be released if the 
peatland were drained or degraded. 
 
It further recorded a wide variety of plant and animal life in the peatland, including threatened 
flora such as Narra, Malatambis, and Mangkono or Philippine ironwood, considered the hardest 
hardwood species in the country. 
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The peatland is also a home to diverse bat species that play an important role in forest 
regeneration by dispersing seeds and pollinating plants. These include the Peter’s short-nosed 
fruit bat, the lesser long-tongued fruit bat, and the near-threatened island flying fox. Reptiles and 
amphibians such as the Mindanao fanged frog and the Tokay Gecko, along with 28 species of 
resident and migratory birds, and several skink species, use the area as a crucial habitat. 
 
Based on these findings, the Gibusong Island’s peatland is a candidate for designation as a 
critical habitat under DENR Administrative Order 2007-02, which would allow management 
planning and stronger monitoring.  Its unique ecological features also make it a strong candidate 
for inclusion in the Ramsar List of Wetlands of International Importance. Ramsar recognition 
would place the site among the world’s most significant wetlands, which would grant global 
recognition and provide the framework necessary to maintain its near-natural conditions. 
 
Aligned with the mandate of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. on strengthening the efforts on 
biodiversity and climate change for resilient and liveable communities, ERDB reaffirmed its 
commitment to advancing peatland research and conservation, noting that these efforts align 
with proposed national legislation. 
 
Director Lormelyn Claudio of ERDB shared House Bill No. 3684 or the National Peatlands 
Conservation Act, which seeks to establish a national framework for the conservation, 
restoration, and sustainable management of peatlands to enhance the Philippines’ resilience to 
climate change. 
 
“Currently under review by the Committee on Climate Change in the House of Representatives, 
the Department continues to champion science-based initiatives to strengthen the protection 
and sustainable management of the country’s peatlands,” Dir. Claudio said. 
 
Meanwhile, Gibusong Island is a serene and relatively untouched tropical island in the 
municipality of Loreto, the farthest town in the Province of Dinagat Islands. It is located at the 
northern end of the Surigao Strait, where it meets the Leyte Gulf. It is recognized for its pristine 
beaches and rich historical background. 
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Planning for Tomorrow: Quirino maps out a more livable, resilient future 
By: Thelma C. Bicarme 
 
The future of a province is not built overnight. It begins with a vision, guided by careful planning 
and shaped by the collective efforts of leaders, experts, and communities working toward a 
common goal. 
 
For the provincial government of Quirino, that future is one in which communities are safer, 
more resilient, more environmentally sustainable, and better prepared for the challenges of a 
changing climate. 
 
This vision took center stage during the joint review of Quirino’s Provincial Development and 
Physical Framework Plan (PDPFP) and Enhanced Local Climate Change Action Plan 
(ELCCAP) for 2027–2032, held at D’ Elmer’s Hotel and Adventure Park in Dinadiawan, 
Dipaculao, Aurora. 
 
The activity brought together provincial officials, planning officers, national government 
agencies, development partners, and stakeholders to reassess priorities and refine strategies 
that will guide the province’s development trajectory over the next six years. 
 
More than a routine planning exercise, the review reflects Quirino’s commitment to building 
livable communities where economic progress, environmental stewardship, and public safety go 
hand in hand. 
 
It also supports the administration of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., which continues to 
promote sustainable development, disaster resilience, climate adaptation, and evidence-based 
governance as key pillars of national development. 
 
For Provincial Planning and Development Officer Grace Vicente, effective planning remains the 
foundation of responsive governance. 
 
“The joint review is important to ensure that our plans are evidence-based, responsive to current 
conditions, and reflective of the evolving needs of our communities,” Vicente said. 
 
The Provincial Planning and Development Office, which leads the formulation and coordination 
of both the PDPFP and ELCCAP, spearheaded the review in collaboration with partner agencies 
and stakeholders. 
 
Balanced, inclusive development 
 
At the heart of the discussions was the province’s pursuit of balanced and inclusive 
development, one that stimulates economic growth while safeguarding people, communities, 
and natural resources from environmental degradation and climate-related threats. 
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The PDPFP serves as Quirino’s primary roadmap for development and land use. It identifies 
where infrastructure projects, residential communities, agricultural zones, tourism destinations, 
transportation networks, economic centers, and environmental protection areas should be 
strategically located and developed. 
 
Through the plan, the province seeks to ensure that growth is organized, sustainable, and 
beneficial to future generations. 
 
Equally important is the Enhanced Local Climate Change Action Plan, which integrates climate 
adaptation and mitigation measures into local governance and development programs. 
 
As climate-related risks continue to intensify, Quirino is strengthening its efforts to protect 
communities through science-based planning and risk-informed decision-making. 
 
Among the key concerns discussed during the review were flood and landslide vulnerability, 
watershed and forest conservation, climate-resilient agriculture, water resource management, 
infrastructure resilience, public health, food security, and disaster risk reduction. 
 
Strategies to protect vulnerable communities 
 
Participants also examined strategies in protecting vulnerable communities, particularly those 
located in hazard-prone and low-lying areas, by incorporating updated climate data, risk 
assessments, and sustainable land-use policies into future development decisions. 
 
The review process likewise served as an opportunity for agencies and stakeholders to 
harmonize programs, validate planning data, identify priority growth areas, and integrate 
technical recommendations before the plans are finalized and adopted. 
 
Vicente emphasized that stronger inter-agency coordination remains crucial in ensuring that 
development interventions across sectors complement one another and contribute to a shared 
vision for the province. 
 
“Development planning is most effective when government agencies, local leaders, and 
communities work together toward common goals,” she said. 
 
Joining the activity were Provincial Administrator Carmelita B. Jimenez, heads and 
representatives of various provincial offices, Provincial Sangguniang Kabataan Federation 
President Hydie Mae Diaz, and representatives from the Department of the Interior and Local 
Government (DILG)-Quirino, including Local Government Operations Officers Gladys Luna and 
Ronel Oandasan. 
 
Speaking on behalf of Governor Dax E. Cua, Jimenez underscored the importance of long-term 
planning in building communities that are not only progressive but also resilient. 
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She noted that livable communities are measured not solely by the roads, buildings, and 
infrastructure they possess, but by their ability to protect lives, preserve natural resources, and 
provide opportunities for future generations. 
 
“Development must always be anchored on the welfare of the people and the sustainability of 
our environment,” Jimenez said. 
 
She expressed optimism that the strengthened PDPFP and ELCCAP will help shape 
communities that are safer, greener, more inclusive, and better equipped to face future 
challenges brought about by rapid development and climate change. 
 
Representatives from the DILG provided technical guidance throughout the review process to 
ensure that both plans remain aligned with national development priorities, governance 
standards, and planning frameworks. 
 
As Quirino prepares for the next chapter of its development journey, the integration of long-term 
planning and climate action demonstrates a proactive approach to governance, one that 
recognizes that resilient communities are built not only through investments in infrastructure but 
through informed decisions that protect people, sustain resources, and create opportunities for 
generations to come. 
 
For Quirino, planning today is about securing a better tomorrow, where every community can 
thrive in the future that is resilient, sustainable, and inclusive. (OTB/TCB/PIA-2, Quirino) Photos 
courtesy of the Provincial Government of Quirino 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
lC calls for stronger climate resilience, innovative risk financing 
By: Anna Leah Gonzales 
 
Insurance Commissioner Reynaldo Regalado called for stronger climate resilience and 
innovative risk financing. 
 
Regalado made the call during the 22nd Asia Nat CAT and Climate Change Conference held on 
Thursday, according to a news release from the commission on Friday. 
 
Regalado highlighted the increasing frequency and severity of natural catastrophes and their 
growing impact on economies, communities, and the insurance sector. 
 
He cited the recent magnitude 7.8 earthquake that struck General Santos City and neighboring 
areas in Sarangani, South Cotabato, Soccsksargen, and Davao Oriental, displacing thousands 
of residents and damaging critical infrastructure. 
 
"These events remind us that the most catastrophic disasters are no longer rare, 
once-in-a-generation occurrences. As risks continue to evolve, so too must our efforts to 
strengthen financial resilience and ensure that people, businesses, and communities can 
withstand shocks and recover more quickly from their impacts," Regalado said. 
 
Regalado said insurers should adopt forward-looking approaches in underwriting, pricing, 
reserving, and capital management, noting that historical loss experience alone may no longer 
adequately reflect future climate-related risks. 
 
Despite the challenges posed by climate change, Regalado is optimistic about the opportunities 
for innovation and collaboration within the industry. 
 
"What matters most is that we are prepared-because risks become far less intimidating when 
we are ready for them. I hope this forum will be a chance not just to exchange ideas and 
experiences, but also to identify practical solutions that will strengthen the resilience of our 
industry and the communities we serve," he said. 
 
Organized by the Asia Insurance Review, the conference brings together representatives from 
the insurance industry, regulatory authorities, and climate experts to discuss the growing impact 
of climate-related risks and natural catastrophes, as well as strategies to narrow the protection 
gap while ensuring the continued resilience of the insurance sector.  
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
From Museo del Galeón to climate-ready coasts 
By: Ludwig Federigan 
 
AWEEK ago, we curiously stepped aboard the Museo del Galeón and left with something 
heavier and more urgent than souvenirs: a sense that the past is not a museum piece but a 
blueprint. Walking the replica decks of the Nuestra Señora del Espíritu Santo, I felt the weight of 
centuries of trade winds, shipwright skill and the fragile balance between human enterprise and 
the ocean. What struck me most was the technological ingenuity on display as well as how 
those same lessons about adaptation, exchange and respect for nature speak to the 
Philippines’ present struggle against climate change. 
 
The galleon trade was a story of long-distance connection. From the 16th to the 19th centuries, 
Manila linked Asia and the Americas through a flotilla of wooden ships that navigated storms, 
piracy and navigational limits. The Museo del Galeón carefully reconstructs that story, showing 
how communities relied on local knowledge of tides and monsoon rhythms, how shipbuilders 
used native hardwoods and joinery to meet the ocean’s demands, and how coastal towns 
developed economies and cultures around the sea. Not merely romantic relics, these are 
evidence of resilience grounded in intimate relationships with the environment. 
 
The galleries’ exhibits of celestial navigation and the “Sea of Lights” dome made me think about 
knowledge systems that modernity sometimes dismisses. The old mariners read the sky, the 
currents and avian behavior. They adapted ship design to local conditions. They learned from 
failure and the collective memory of community sailors. Today’s climate crisis calls for a similar 
openness to marrying traditional ecological knowledge with modern science to anticipate shifting 
weather patterns, protect coastal zones and design infrastructure that can withstand intensifying 
storms. 
 
The museum’s displays about cargo and trade are a reminder that wealth and resource flows 
have always shaped vulnerability. The goods that once crossed the galleons’ holds built cities 
and livelihoods, and transformed landscapes and social structures. As global markets and 
carbon footprints shape the severity of climate impacts, the Philippine archipelago, whose 
economy and culture are entwined with the sea, must reckon with how development choices 
alter vulnerability. The Museo del Galeón showed the link between maritime history and 
contemporary policy: a nation’s prosperity depends on sustained stewardship of its natural 
systems. 
 
One exhibit on shipbuilding communities showed how lives revolved around mangroves and 
coastal forests. These areas provided natural buffers against waves and storms. Mangroves 
sequester carbon and storm surge impacts, yet continue to be lost to development. Standing 
there, I felt it painfully obvious that we would do well to reclaim wise centuries-old practices of 
living with coastal ecosystems; protecting and restoring them is environmentalism with disaster 
risk reduction woven into cultural survival. 
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Historical narratives 
 
The Museo del Galeón made me consider identity. The galleon era is part of how the Filipino 
people formed networks of language, religion and commerce. A sense of belonging and shared 
history can be a powerful asset when communities face adversity. During emergencies, social 
cohesion makes communities better at mobilizing, sharing resources and rebuilding. Museums 
that preserve and interpret history remind us of who we are and what we have weathered 
before. 
 
The museum’s immersive storytelling convinced me that the fight against climate change in the 
Philippines must be framed through resonating historical narratives. These stories of mariners 
who navigated storms, communities that depended on reefs and mangroves, and ancestors 
who adapted to shifting conditions can be the emotional engine behind policy change. In seeing 
climate action as part of a lineage of survival and ingenuity, people are likelier to support 
conservation, community-based adaptation and sustainable livelihoods. 
 
Learning from the past means ensuring equitable resilience efforts, the central voice of 
Indigenous knowledge holders and the non-dominance of private profits over public safety. The 
galleon trade’s environmental costs and the colonial structures it reinforced show that 
technological know-how can be co-opted in ways that harm communities. The exhibits celebrate 
maritime ingenuity while demanding that contemporary governance put community welfare and 
ecological health first. 
 
The wooden hulls and star charts are reminders that survival requires adaptation, cooperation 
and respect for natural limits. As typhoons grow stronger and sea levels rise, the Philippines will 
need policies and investments anchored in history that honor traditional knowledge, restore 
natural defenses, strengthen social bonds and ensure sustainable, inclusive development. 
 
Our Museo del Galeón visit shows that we can treat our past as a living guide. As we do so, the 
Philippines can craft a future with safer communities, healthier coasts and a resilience that is a 
way of life.  
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
Philippines to UN: Reaffirm UNCLOS as oceans charter 
 
The Philippines, in time for next months’ 10th anniversary of the 2016 South China Sea Arbitral 
Award, has called on members of the United Nations and the international community to reaffirm 
the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) as the constitution that governs the 
oceans of the world. 
 
Actively participating in the 36th Meeting of States Parties to the Law of the Sea (SPLOS 36) 
held on June 15 to 19 at the UN headquarters in New York, Manila urged the international 
community to reaffirm the central role of UNCLOS as the legal framework for all activities in the 
oceans and seas. 
 
The Philippine delegation was led by Enrique Manalo, ambassador and permanent 
representative to the UN, and Assistant Secretary Emmanuel Donato Guzman of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, who were joined by the Philippine Permanent Mission to the UN 
in New York. 
 
In a National Statement delivered under Agenda Item No. 12 of SPLOS 36, the Philippines cited 
the 10th anniversary of the issuance of the 2016 South China Sea Arbitral Award, crediting it as 
a guidepost for states on essential maritime matters and concerns, such as the invalidity of 
excessive or historical claims, the proper assessment of the status of maritime features, the 
activities at sea deemed prejudicial to the rights of the relevant coastal state and the obligations 
of states parties for the protection and conservation of the marine environment. 
 
In several interventions throughout SPLOS36, the DFA said the Philippines also called for 
compliance with decisions and rulings duly rendered through the compulsory dispute settlement 
mechanisms under UNCLOS, such as the 2016 South China Sea Arbitral Award, and respect 
for decisions as well as respect for the advisory opinions that provide authoritative clarity to its 
provisions, such as the 2024 ITLOS Advisory Opinion on Case No. 31 on Climate Change and 
International Law. 
 
The Philippines emphasized that these judicial decisions and arbitral awards rendered under 
UNCLOS benefit all states. 
 
“By clarifying the content of international law, they provide guidance, strengthen legal certainty 
and support the peaceful and predictable governance of the oceans.” 
 
The Philippines expressed its continuing support for the implementing bodies of the UNCLOS: 
ITLOS, the International Seabed Authority and the Commission on the Outer Limits of the 
Continental Shelf. 
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“These institutions play indispensable and complementary roles in maintaining the integrity of 
the legal order of the sea and ensuring the effective implementation of the Convention.” 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Funding our climate change fight 
By: Dean Nilo Divina 
 
The harsh summer heat has barely eased, yet June has already brought sudden, heavy rains 
that have disrupted commutes, flooded streets and forced the suspension of classes in several 
parts of the country. 
 
For many Filipinos, this is no longer unusual but is part of a recurring pattern — one that has 
become increasingly erratic, intense and difficult to predict. It is a stark reminder that the 
Philippines, owing to its geography and exposure to natural hazards, remains among the 
countries most vulnerable to the effects of climate change. 
 
Recognizing this reality, Congress enacted Republic Act (RA) 9729, otherwise known as the 
Climate Change Act of 2009, later strengthened by Republic Act 10174, or the People’s Survival 
Fund Act. Together, these laws form the backbone of the country’s legal response to the rapidly 
changing climate and reflect the State’s commitment to building resilience against environmental 
risks. 
 
RA 9729 is the first Philippine law to expressly acknowledge the dangerous consequences of 
climate change and the urgent need for disaster risk reduction and adaptive governance. It 
emphasizes that addressing climate change is not solely a national government responsibility 
but a shared undertaking involving local government units, businesses, non-government 
organizations (NGOs), civil society and the public. Through broad participation, the law seeks to 
reduce the adverse impacts of a crisis that affects every sector of society. 
 
The law created the Climate Change Commission (CCC), the principal policy-making body 
tasked with coordinating, monitoring and evaluating government programs on climate change. 
 
The Commission was mandated to formulate a National Framework Strategy on Climate 
Change to serve as the basis for a National Climate Change Action Plan. These measures are 
intended to assess the country’s vulnerability to climate change, identify communities most at 
risk, manage climate-related hazards and develop appropriate adaptation strategies. 
 
RA 9729 likewise assigned specific responsibilities to various government agencies. The 
Department of Education was directed to integrate climate change concepts into educational 
curricula at all levels. The Department of the Interior and Local Government was tasked with 
facilitating climate-related training programs for LGUs, while the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources was directed to establish a climate change information management system 
and network. These provisions underscore the law’s recognition that climate adaptation requires 
a whole-of-government approach. 
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Despite these significant reforms, RA 9729 had a notable limitation: it did not provide a 
dedicated and sustainable source of funding for climate adaptation and resilience projects. That 
gap was addressed in 2012 through RA 10174, which established the People’s Survival Fund 
(PSF). The law provided for an annual allocation of at least one billion pesos from the General 
Appropriations Act, subject to augmentation through grants, donations and other contributions. 
 
The PSF finances adaptation programs and projects, including climate forecasting, early 
warning systems, risk insurance for farmers and other initiatives designed to strengthen 
community resilience. The fund is administered by the People’s Survival Fund Board, chaired by 
the Secretary of Finance and composed of representatives from key government agencies, as 
well as the academic, business, and non-government sectors. 
 
RA 10174 likewise expanded the advisory board of the CCC by including the Secretaries of the 
Department of Budget and Management and the Department of Finance, together with 
representatives from the youth sector. 
 
As our summers grow longer and hotter and the rainy seasons become increasingly 
unpredictable, these laws become even more relevant. They are more than policy declarations. 
They are legal commitments ensuring that government institutions possess both the mandate 
and the means to prepare for a climate that can no longer be taken for granted. 
 
Ultimately, RA 9729 and RA 10174 recognize a simple but vital truth: adaptation to climate 
change cannot be left to chance or charity. It requires foresight, coordinated action and 
sustained funding so that when the rains come too early or the heat lingers too long, our 
communities will not be unprepared. 
 

  =END= 
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