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DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Discipline key to addressing climate change impacts — Magalong 
By: Aldwin Quitasol 
 
Baguio City Mayor Benjamin Magalong on Wednesday said individual discipline remains one of 
the most effective ways to address the localized impacts of climate change. 
 
ECO BUSINESS 
 
‘Challenge is implementation’ as global ocean summit hears big promises 
By: Brian Obara 
 
On the shore near Mombasa, Kenya, as thousands of people discussed the future of the world’s 
oceans a few kilometres away, Joseph Ochieng Ouko was in the middle of another day at sea. 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
[Opinion] Corruption worsens climate crisis 
 
The World Bank has called for faster climate-proofing in the Philippines as floods continue to be 
a threat. 
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Why the Philippines' new climate pledge hinges on local leaders 
 
As the 31st UN Climate Change Conference (COP31) approaches, the Philippines has yet to 
finalize its updated national climate action pledge through the Nationally Determined 
Contribution (NDC). The delay is not merely a setback but also an opportunity for the 
Philippines to develop policies and measures (PAMs) under its NDC that are just, equitable, 
measurable, and time-bound, ensuring climate action rooted in climate justice. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Kidapawan’s warning as the Philippines faces climate shocks 
By: Dr. Danilo Josue PhD, Dr. Teodoro Mendoza PhD 
 
The 2016 Kidapawan bloodshed remains a defining moment in Philippine history, exposing the 
fragility of governance when confronted with climate shocks and food insecurity. 
 
Storm outside PAR may intensify into super typhoon next week — Pagasa 
By: Holly Bacay  
 
A tropical storm (TS) currently outside the Philippine area of responsibility is likely to develop 
into a super typhoon next week, according to the state weather bureau.  
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Europe's heat wave feels uncomfortably common 
By:  Daphne Oseña-Paez 
 
EUROPE’S early summer heat wave is behind the over 1,300 excess deaths recorded on the 
continent since June 21, according to World Health Organization chief Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus. Germany hit 41.7 degrees Celsius for three consecutive days, the Czech 
Republic hit 41.1 C for two days, and the town of Pulluau in western France recorded 43.8 C. 
Many of the dead are aged 65 and older; and there is a 40-percent increase in the number of 
people, mostly elderly ones, dying at home. Some homes recorded indoor temperatures of 39 
C. 
 
UN NEWS 
 
AI’s environmental costs threaten water, land and climate 
 
Data centres, the global infrastructure powering AI, could consume 945 terawatt-hours of 
electricity annually by 2030 – nearly triple the combined annual electricity use of Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, and Nigeria, countries collectively home to more than 650 million people.  
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Discipline key to addressing climate change impacts — Magalong 
By: Aldwin Quitasol 
 
Baguio City Mayor Benjamin Magalong on Wednesday said individual discipline remains one of 
the most effective ways to address the localized impacts of climate change. 
 
Speaking during the Presentation and Recognition of City Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management Initiatives at Baguio City Hall, Magalong said that while the city's contribution to 
global climate change is relatively small, the cumulative effect of irresponsible daily practices 
causes significant environmental damage. 
 
He noted that the Philippines has become one of the world's leading contributors to plastic 
pollution, underscoring the need for greater environmental responsibility. 
 
Magalong cited persistent problems in the city, including creeks and rivers clogged with plastics, 
single-use sachets, and other waste. He also condemned the practice of opening septic tanks 
during typhoons to discharge wastewater into waterways and recent incidents of rotten meat 
being dumped into rivers. 
 
The mayor said such actions not only pollute local waterways but also contribute to broader 
environmental degradation. 
 
He urged residents and visitors to adopt responsible habits such as proper waste disposal, 
waste segregation, and appropriate wastewater management. 
 
Magalong also called on government officials and employees attending the forum to become 
advocates for environmental discipline within their communities, saying lasting environmental 
protection requires widespread public participation. 
 
Meanwhile, Baguio City Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office (CDRRMO) chief 
Charles Carame presented the 2026 National Disaster Resilience Month theme, "Naghahanda 
at Kumikilos Tungo sa Panatag at Bagong Pilipinas." 
 
Carame said the campaign focuses on four pillars of disaster risk reduction: prevention, 
preparedness, response, and recovery. 
 
He explained that "naghahanda" emphasizes building knowledge and preparedness before 
disasters, while "kumikilos" refers to taking safe and appropriate action during emergencies. 
"Panatag," he said, aims to build resilient communities where families are protected from 
climate- and disaster-related risks. 
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Carame noted that the Philippines' location along the Pacific Ring of Fire makes disaster 
preparedness a continuing priority. 
 
He said the CDRRMO adopts a whole-of-nation approach by working with government 
agencies, the private sector, local communities, and barangay officials to strengthen disaster 
resilience. 
 
The official also highlighted the city's community-based training programs, including five batches 
of Incident Command System training for barangay officials. 
 
Carame announced that the CDRRMO, in partnership with the Philippine Disaster Resilience 
Foundation, will hold a youth camp later this month to train young people in disaster 
preparedness and climate resilience. 
 
He thanked government agencies, local leaders, and partner organizations for supporting 
Baguio City's disaster risk reduction and climate adaptation initiatives.  
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ECO BUSINESS 
 
‘Challenge is implementation’ as global ocean summit hears big promises 
By: Brian Obara 
 
On the shore near Mombasa, Kenya, as thousands of people discussed the future of the world’s 
oceans a few kilometres away, Joseph Ochieng Ouko was in the middle of another day at sea. 
 
“Mimi ni mbaharia,” he says in Kiswahili, East Africa’s most widely spoken language: “I am a 
man of the ocean.” 
 
The language blends Bantu roots with Arabic influence, owing to centuries of Indian Ocean 
trade – “Kiswahili” comes from the Arabic sawāḥilī (of the coast). 
 
For 20 years, Ouko has made a living catching fish, octopus and other marine species along 
this coast. The ocean that sustains him and his family today, he says, is not the same one he 
first ventured into. 
 
“The ocean has changed,” he says. “Sometimes the water levels rise, and the fish disappear. 
When conditions are good, certain types of fish return … fish are not as plentiful as they were in 
the past.” 
 
These changes have been accompanied by a growing number of regulations. For example, 
officials inspect fishing nets and stipulate larger mesh sizes to save juvenile fish from the catch. 
 
This coast hosted more than 5,000 people from governments, businesses, civil society 
organisations and research institutions earlier this month, for the Our Ocean Conference. It 
marked the first time the ocean sustainability meeting has taken place in Africa. 
 
Ouko understands the need to protect the ocean. But he says his community has needs, too. 
Asked what his message would be for delegates attending the nearby conference, Ouko does 
not hesitate: “As we continue working to better protect this ocean, they should also support us 
by providing modern fishing technology.” 
 
A first for Africa 
 
Ouko’s words zero in on a question that hovered over the conference: what does a global ocean 
gathering actually mean for the people whose livelihoods depend on the sea? 
 
By the time Our Ocean 2026 (OOC11) concluded, 104 governments, companies and 
organisations had announced a total of 320 commitments. They were claimed to be worth a 
combined US$6.4 billion, for marine protection, fisheries, pollution mitigation, action on climate 
change, maritime security and blue economy initiatives. 
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Kenya alone announced US$1 billion in commitments, including electronic monitoring for 
industrial fishing boats in its waters and protected ocean areas. The World Bank also pledged 
US$1 billion, to support blue economies in developing countries across two years. 
 
Those commitments are sorely needed, according to many scientists. 
 
Marine researcher David Obura has been working on an update to the red list of endangered 
species, with a focus on corals. At OOC11, he explained how “almost half” of all coral species 
are threatened with extinction. 
 
Obura – also the current chair of the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services (IPBES) – warned that climate change is already reshaping marine ecosystems. And 
these ecosystems support food production, coastal protection and local economies: “Our lives 
depend on them.” 
 
Many African fisheries remain under pressure from overfishing, weak management systems, 
and inadequate data collection, according to the latest State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 
(Sofia) report. The report, launched during the conference, is compiled by the UN’s Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO). 
 
“In some areas, more than half of the fish stocks are overfished,” Manuel Barange, the FAO’s 
assistant director-general for fisheries and aquaculture, told Dialogue Earth. 
 
‘We just have to do the work’ 
 
One attempt to address the challenge of overfishing that sprang forth from OOC11 was the 
Mombasa Declaration. Signed by 16 countries, it is a commitment to improve transparency in 
fisheries governance, and to strengthen efforts against illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) 
fishing. The Mombasa Declaration calls for greater access to information on fishing vessels, 
ownership structures, licensing systems and fishing activity. 
 
Speaking during the declaration’s launch, the director of the Coalition for Fisheries 
Transparency, Ryan Orgera, said: “If we do not know who is fishing what, where, when and how, 
we will never be able to tackle illegal fishing.” 
 
Ghana’s fisheries minister, Emelia Arthur, described transparency as a prerequisite for 
sustainable fisheries, adding: “Fisheries is nutrition, fisheries is food security, fisheries is 
livelihoods, fisheries is national security.” 
 
Arthur outlined reforms Ghana has already introduced, including publication requirements for 
vessel licences, beneficial ownership disclosure and stricter monitoring systems. “The tools exist 
already, we just have to do the work,” she said. 
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Marine protected areas (MPAs) featured prominently during OOC11, with many governments 
promoting them as a preferred tool. MPAs restrict human activity to varying degrees, which is 
essential to achieving the global goal of protecting 30 per cent of land and sea by 2030. 
 
But speakers at the conference cautioned against viewing MPAs as a silver bullet. The need for 
MPAs to be carefully enforced and led locally was also stated repeatedly. Studies have shown 
that a large proportion of MPAs exist only on paper, with little on-the-water enforcement of 
regulations or real protection delivered to the environment. 
 
“An MPA that is not properly monitored becomes just a paper MPA,” warned Barange. 
 
Mangrove restoration, seagrass protection and other current initiatives to lock up carbon in the 
ocean were all touted as wins at the conference. But without restrictions on the carbon dioxide 
emissions that fuel global warming, such initiatives are buying time rather than a sustainable 
future. 
 
“The solution is cutting emissions,” Angelique Poupouneau, lead ocean negotiator for the 
Alliance of Small Island States, told Dialogue Earth at the conference. “It cannot be possible that 
you love the ocean and yet cannot curb your greenhouse gas emissions.” 
 
The hard part 
 
If there was a thread running through the conference, it was the growing impatience with empty 
promises. 
 
Speaking at the opening ceremony, Moses Vilakati, who heads the African Union’s Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Blue Economy and Sustainable Environment department, distilled this 
thread: “Our challenge is implementation.” 
 
The challenge is whether conferences like Our Ocean can actually achieve this. 
 
That message resurfaced again and again. The former US special presidential envoy for 
climate, John Kerry, called for OOC11 to be “remembered as the conference that moved the 
world from commitments to implementation”. Kenya’s cabinet secretary for mining and the blue 
economy, Hassan Ali Joho, said: “this conference is about turning words into commitments, 
commitments into action, and action into a legacy we can be proud of.” 
 
The conference introduced a new commitments tracker, intended to strengthen accountability. 
As of the close of OOC11, it listed 3,251 commitments: 39 per cent complete, 44 per cent in 
progress, and 17 per cent not started. 
 
Some delegates said true success must not be measured by the billions of dollars in pledges 
but in healthier fisheries, better-managed MPAs, and ocean communities being able to point to 
tangible improvements in their daily lives. 
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At an OOC11 side event on community-led marine protection, Amina, an Indigenous 
representative from Lamu on Kenya’s northern coast, echoed the concerns of Ouko: 
 
“Our children are looking for jobs and can’t find them. We need as much assistance as we can 
get. We don’t have the right gear to catch fish in the ocean. That’s why my community has sent 
me here.” 
 
Neither Ouko nor Amina spoke in the lingo of international conferences – of stakeholders, 
breakout sessions, plenaries, road maps and implementation frameworks. But they both 
understand, with the clarity of lived experience, what is at stake for millions of people. 
 
As per the Kiswahili phrase, wanaotegemea bahari kwa riziki yao, those millions depend on the 
ocean for their livelihoods. 
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
[Opinion] Corruption worsens climate crisis 
 
The World Bank has called for faster climate-proofing in the Philippines as floods continue to be 
a threat. 
 
And it doesn’t help that corruption continues to undermine the very infrastructure designed to 
protect lives, businesses, jobs, and the economy. 
 
The warning from the World Bank’s June 28 working paper, “Climate Change, Firms and Energy 
Efficiency,” should serve as a national wake-up call. Climate change is no longer just an 
environmental concern. It has become an immediate economic threat. Recurrent flooding is 
eroding productivity, disrupting supply chains, destroying investments, threatening jobs, and 
compelling businesses to relocate. Small enterprises, which employ millions of Filipinos, remain 
the least equipped to cope with these risks, with only nine percent using flood early warning 
systems and just 39 percent carrying insurance against extreme weather events. 
 
These vulnerabilities are not solely the result of stronger storms. They are also the 
consequence of years of poor governance and the alleged plunder of public funds intended to 
protect communities from flooding. 
 
For decades, taxpayers have financed billions of pesos in flood-control projects. Yet every rainy 
season exposes the same grim reality: inundated roads, submerged business districts, 
damaged factories, interrupted commerce, and families struggling to rebuild their lives. If the 
country’s flood-control network remains inadequate despite enormous public spending, then the 
government owes the people more than explanations. It owes them accountability. 
 
Every peso lost to corruption carries a human and economic cost. It represents drainage 
systems left unfinished, pumping stations never constructed, waterways left clogged, and 
flood-retention facilities that exist only on paper. It represents lost incomes, closed businesses, 
disrupted education, and shrinking investor confidence. Corruption has become an accelerant of 
climate vulnerability. 
 
The government must therefore treat the investigation of anomalous flood-control projects not 
as a political exercise but as a national imperative. Cases must be resolved with urgency. Those 
responsible—whether contractors, public officials, or their collaborators—must face the full force 
of the law. Justice delayed only deepens public cynicism and emboldens future wrongdoing. 
 
Equally important is the recovery of stolen public funds. Every peso that can still be recovered 
should be returned to its rightful purpose: building climate-resilient infrastructure, expanding 
drainage systems, modernizing flood forecasting, strengthening disaster preparedness, and 
protecting the country's major economic centers. Climate adaptation requires resources that the 
nation simply cannot afford to lose to corruption. 
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The World Bank likewise urges greater investments in energy efficiency, renewable energy 
adoption, better access to financing, supplier diversification, and climate information. These 
recommendations deserve immediate implementation. The government's responsibility is not 
merely to respond to disasters but to reduce the risks before disasters occur. Climate resilience 
should be embedded in every infrastructure project, every investment policy, and every local 
development plan. 
The private sector also has obligations that extend beyond regulatory compliance. Businesses 
should invest in resilient facilities, renewable energy, flood preparedness, insurance protection, 
and diversified supply chains. Such measures safeguard not only corporate assets but also the 
livelihoods of millions of Filipino workers who depend on stable enterprises. 
 
Citizens, too, have a role that cannot be delegated. Communities must protect waterways from 
indiscriminate waste disposal, support environmental restoration, conserve energy, and demand 
transparency in the use of public funds. Most importantly, Filipinos must hold elected officials 
accountable at the ballot box and reject leaders who regard public office as an opportunity for 
personal enrichment rather than public service. 
 
Climate change is testing the nation’s capacity to govern honestly and effectively. Nature may 
bring stronger storms, but corruption transforms natural hazards into national disasters. Unless 
the Philippines defeats both with equal resolve, every flood will continue to expose not only the 
country’s physical vulnerabilities but also the high price of failed leadership. The nation deserves 
infrastructure that works, justice that is swift, and governance worthy of the people’s trust. 
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Why the Philippines' new climate pledge hinges on local leaders 
 
As the 31st UN Climate Change Conference (COP31) approaches, the Philippines has yet to 
finalize its updated national climate action pledge through the Nationally Determined 
Contribution (NDC). The delay is not merely a setback but also an opportunity for the 
Philippines to develop policies and measures (PAMs) under its NDC that are just, equitable, 
measurable, and time-bound, ensuring climate action rooted in climate justice. 
 
NDC PAMs are the country’s tools for achieving the 1.5℃ global target with the Filipino people's 
welfare at the center. Our 75 percent emissions reduction target, backed by a self-funded 
commitment increasing from 2.7 percent to 10-20 percent, signals seriousness. Now, the 
Philippine government and agencies leading the country's NDC development must ensure these 
goals take root in every community. 
 
In this light, the global stage offers both a roadmap and a warning. The recent 64th Session of 
the Subsidiary Bodies of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (SB64) 
in Bonn failed to launch the Belém Action Mechanism (BAM), a framework designed to protect 
the rights and interests of workers, women, youth, Indigenous peoples, and local communities 
during the just transition. Without it, the most vulnerable are left unprotected. Adaptation finance 
pledges from wealthy nations also stalled. 
 
This global inaction has already proven dangerous to ordinary Filipinos, amid worsening 
climate-related disasters and oil and gas market shocks resulting from the ongoing conflict in 
West Asia. It is imperative for the Philippines to strengthen its capacity to protect itself while 
continuing to pursue its climate goals as one of the world’s most climate-vulnerable nations. 
 
It is within this fragile context that we must confront the governance gap that is leaving our local 
stakeholders behind. The Philippines remains one of the world’s most climate-vulnerable 
nations, yet our local government units (LGUs), the delegated implementing bodies for our NDC 
on the ground, continue to operate without sufficient resources. 
 
The Reimagine NDC consultations led by The Climate Reality Project Philippines in 2025 
revealed that the top challenge faced by LGUs in implementing climate goals is their lack of 
information and understanding of the NDC. This further compounds other barriers to 
implementing climate action. 
 
These frontline leaders are rarely consulted when national targets are set, yet they are expected 
to carry the heaviest burden. To further empower LGUs as primary drivers of national climate 
action, the national government, together with policymakers, must urgently invest in them. 
 
Raising our unconditional target to 10-20 percent means we cannot rely solely on foreign aid. 
We therefore call on the national government to dedicate resources and sustained support for 
LGUs, ensuring our towns and cities have the capacity to implement local projects without 
relying on unpredictable international support. 
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The updated NDC must provide clear guidance to LGUs for integrating the NDC PAMs into local 
plans such as the Comprehensive Development Plan (CDP), Comprehensive Land Use Plan, 
Climate Change Action Plan (CCAP), and Disaster Risk Reduction and Management (DRRM) 
plans. Capacitating our LGUs is how we can deliver just, equitable, measurable, and 
time-bound climate action. 
 
As the PAMs highlight, being “measurable and time-bound” in the 2035 cycle also means setting 
concrete five-year milestones. Being “just” means recognizing that a wealthy city and a coastal 
farming town have different capacities while ensuring that climate action protects constituents at 
the grassroots level. Being “equitable” demands that resources flow to our most vulnerable and 
least-resourced municipalities. Without capacitating LGUs to implement PAMs, our updated 
ambition for the 2026 NDC remains aspirational. With such support, it becomes actionable, 
accountable, and grounded in local realities. 
 
In this light, capacitating LGUs is not just an administrative necessity; it is the cornerstone of a 
just transition. As we move away from the business-as-usual scenario, our LGUs must be 
equipped to retrain their workers and cushion communities from socioeconomic disruptions. 
 
However, ambition without checks and balances is a gamble. The Philippines has yet to 
establish a fully functional, nationwide Monitoring, Reporting, and Verification (MRV) system. A 
reliable MRV system allows the country to measure and verify its emissions reductions. Having 
a robust MRV system throughout the 2035 cycle is an essential prerequisite for tracking 
participation, demonstrating progress, and justifying international support. 
 
A comprehensive MRV system will also help the national government set a more ambitious 
2026 NDC that is grounded in the realities of local implementing bodies. 
 
Highlighting lessons from consultations with LGUs, an MRV system will also support the 
development of PAMs that are measurable and reflective of LGU capacities and contributions. 
 
As we approach COP31, we must confront these global and domestic challenges head-on. 
LGUs and communities cannot continue to struggle alone; they need government guidance 
through clear NDC PAMs. Higher ambition is essential to achieving global targets, but timely 
submission is what the Philippines must demonstrate now. The government must establish a 
robust MRV system and develop PAMs that are just and equitable for local stakeholders. 
 
As the Philippines prepares its updated NDC 2026 submission, we call on the Philippine 
government and policymakers to pursue our global climate goals with the Filipino people in 
mind. Every policy and every measure is an opportunity to affirm that the Filipino people, from 
the local to the global stage, remain at the heart of the country’s climate action. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Kidapawan’s warning as the Philippines faces climate shocks 
By: Dr. Danilo Josue PhD, Dr. Teodoro Mendoza PhD 
 
The 2016 Kidapawan bloodshed remains a defining moment in Philippine history, exposing the 
fragility of governance when confronted with climate shocks and food insecurity. 
 
As the country braces for the 2026-2027 Super El Niño, the lessons of Kidapawan are more 
urgent than ever. Famine is not a natural calamity but a governance failure, and climate shocks 
act as systemic stressors that destabilize economies, livelihoods and political institutions. 
 
The tragedy revealed that farmers, mostly tenants trapped in debt-driven poverty, exploitative 
landlord-sharing schemes and market cartels, face chronic food insecurity. Many also have 
large families, perpetuating generational cycles of deprivation. 
 
Food insecurity is always in their midst. When amplified by climate shocks, it becomes a driver 
of instability and political violence. 
 
The cumulative socioeconomic impact could exceed P300 billion, equivalent to 1.5 percent to 2 
percent of gross domestic product. Such losses ripple across society. Rural employment 
declines, households face lower incomes, urban consumers confront rising food prices, and the 
state struggles with fiscal deficits. The social contract between government and citizens is 
strained, and the risk of unrest grows. 
 
Preventing unrest requires transparent relief distribution, social protection for farmers, inclusive 
dialogue mechanisms and rapid response systems. Governance reform is not merely about 
efficiency but also about national security. 
 
Recent insights and pathways for resilience include dietary diversification, buffer stock 
expansion, cooperative empowerment, water infrastructure investment and Asean 
benchmarking. 
 
A crisis years in the making 
 
The Philippines today faces multiple but deeply interrelated challenges that converge into a 
systemic crisis: climate shocks such as the looming Super El Niño, which are eroding 
agricultural yields and water security; economic fragility, amplified by peso depreciation, rising 
oil and fertilizer costs, and a debt-to-GDP ratio exceeding 65 percent; governance failures, 
including corruption, misuse of public funds, weak disaster preparedness and overcentralized 
rice-centric food strategies; and social vulnerabilities seen in farmer disempowerment, nutritional 
imbalance from excessive rice dependence, and the heightened risk of unrest seen in the 2016 
Kidapawan tragedy. 
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These pressures are further compounded by global shocks, volatile energy markets, geopolitical 
conflicts and declining rice exports from Thailand and Vietnam, making import dependence 
unsustainable. 
 
Taken together, these interlocking crises form a polycrisis in which climate, economic, 
governance and geopolitical stresses reinforce one another, threatening food security, social 
stability and national resilience. 
 
The threat of the 2026-2027 Super El Niño underscores the fragility of Philippine food systems 
and the urgency of decisive governance reforms. Famine is not merely a natural calamity. It is a 
political and governance failure. 
 
The tragic events of April 1, 2016, in Kidapawan City, where protesting tenant farmers 
demanding rice aid were met with lethal force, remain a stark reminder of how climate shocks 
can escalate into social unrest when institutions fail to protect vulnerable populations. 
 
Unless structural reforms are enacted, the specter of Kidapawan could return in new forms: 
silent famines, rural displacement and widespread social instability. 
 
The warning from Kidapawan 
 
The Kidapawan incident occurred during the 2015-2016 El Niño, one of the strongest on record. 
Severe drought devastated agricultural production in Mindanao, leaving thousands of tenant 
farmers destitute. 
 
These farmers, tied to a debt-driven existence and exploitative landlord-sharing schemes, were 
already living on the margins. When government relief proved inadequate, they staged a protest 
demanding rice aid. The confrontation escalated into violence, resulting in deaths, injuries and 
arrests (Quimpo, 2016). 
 
The tragedy revealed three systemic failures: weak disaster preparedness and relief 
mechanisms, poor communication and trust between farmers and government, and overreliance 
on rice-centric food security strategies. 
 
It also exposed the structural vulnerability of tenant farmers, whose families often have many 
children and remain trapped in generational poverty, tilling the soil as their parents did. 
 
When climate shocks hit the food system 
 
El Niño events are cyclical but increasingly severe due to climate change. The Philippines, 
situated in the Pacific typhoon belt, is highly vulnerable to both droughts and floods. 
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Super El Niño episodes disrupt rainfall patterns, reduce water availability and devastate staple 
crop yields (FAO, 2016). Fisheries and livestock sectors also suffer, compounding food 
insecurity. 
 
The 2026-2027 Super El Niño is already manifesting in insufficient rains for puddled rice 
planting, reduced fruiting of trees and declining fish catches. These shocks translate into 
consumer price increases of 15 percent to 25 percent, employment losses of 160,000 to 
200,000, declines in household protein intake by 15 percent to 20 percent, and a 20 percent to 
30 percent rise in import dependence. 
 
For tenant farmers, climate shocks are catastrophic. Already burdened by debt and exploitative 
sharing schemes, they lack the buffers to withstand crop failures. Food insecurity is constant, 
and climate shocks amplify this risk, pushing families deeper into poverty and heightening the 
potential for unrest. 
 
Why hunger becomes a governance crisis 
 
Famines are rarely caused by absolute food scarcity. They are products of governance failures. 
Amartya Sen’s entitlement theory emphasizes that famines occur when people lose access to 
food rather than when food is unavailable (Sen, 1981). 
 
In the Philippines, governance failures manifest in corruption and inefficiency in relief 
distribution, debt-driven fiscal constraints limiting social protection, overcentralized food security 
strategies in rice, and weak farmer cooperatives. 
 
Tenant farmers are the most vulnerable to these failures. Their dependence on landlords and 
market cartels leaves them disempowered in value chains. Relief systems often bypass them, 
and social protection is minimal. 
 
The Kidapawan bloodshed exemplified how governance failures transform climate shocks into 
political crises. Farmers were not merely victims of drought. They were victims of institutional 
neglect and structural exploitation. 
 
What must change before the next shock 
 
The lessons of 2016 must guide policy now. 
 
Food security must be diversified, relief must be timely and transparent, dialogue must replace 
confrontation, and governance must be decentralized. Most importantly, tenant farmers must be 
empowered through cooperatives and social protection systems to break the cycle of debt and 
generational poverty. 
 
Without these reforms, the Philippines risks repeating Kidapawan in new forms: silent famines, 
rural displacement and social unrest. 
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The following strategies are critical: dietary diversification, buffer stock expansion, farmer 
empowerment through cooperatives, water infrastructure and climate adaptation, regional 
diplomacy and Asean benchmarking. 
 

●​ Beyond rice: Diversifying the Filipino diet 
 

Filipinos consume approximately 119 kilograms of rice per capita annually, far above the 
recommended 90 kg to 95 kg. Excessive rice dependence contributes to dietary imbalances and 
rising cases of type 2 diabetes. 
 
Policy must promote brown rice consumption, vegetable intake and root crops and maize as 
alternative caloric sources. Vegetable intake is currently only 40 kg a year per capita, far below 
the World Health Organization recommendation of 130 kg a year. 
 
Earlier, the proposal was a 40-60 Food Mix Model: rice capped at 40 percent of caloric intake 
and diversified crops at 60 percent. This requires mobilizing 8 million hectares of agricultural 
land, including idle and marginal lands, plus urban farming. 
 

●​ How crops compare under El Niño 
 
 

Crop 
Calories per 

hectare 
People fed per 

year 
Rice 6.3 million 20-25 
Maize 17.5 million 24-29 
Bananas 13.4 million 18-24 
Diversified mix 11.5 million 32 
 
 
This table demonstrates that diversified crops are more efficient and resilient than rice 
monoculture. 
 

●​ Building food reserves beyond rice 
●​  

The National Food Authority must expand buffer stocks beyond rice to include maize and root 
crops. This reduces vulnerability to import shocks and stabilizes prices during climate crises. 
Putting farmers at the center 
 
Federated cooperatives can reduce middleman dominance, improve bargaining power and 
ensure fair distribution of relief. Cooperative economics strengthens resilience by decentralizing 
food governance. 
 

●​ Securing water before drought deepens 
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Investment in irrigation, rainwater harvesting and drought-resistant crop varieties is essential. 
Climate adaptation must be mainstreamed into agricultural policy. 
 

●​ Learning from Asean neighbors 
 

Food security is a regional issue. Asean cooperation on buffer stocks, trade facilitation and 
climate adaptation can reduce vulnerability to global market fluctuations. 
 
The cost of another Super El Niño 
 
Ex-ante calculations showed that the ongoing Super El Niño is projected to cause P150 billion 
to P200 billion in agricultural losses, P80 billion to P100 billion in lost wages due to employment 
decline, P50 billion to P70 billion in increased food import costs, and P30 billion to P40 billion in 
health care costs due to malnutrition and metabolic illness. 
 
These figures underscore that climate shocks are not merely agricultural problems but systemic 
economic crises. The cumulative socioeconomic impact could exceed P300 billion, equivalent to 
1.5 percent to 2 percent of GDP. 
 
Such losses ripple across society. Rural employment declines, households face declining 
incomes, urban consumers confront rising food prices, and the state struggles with fiscal 
deficits. The social contract between government and citizens is strained, and the risk of unrest 
grows. 
 
For tenant farmers, these losses are existential. Already living in debt-driven poverty, they face 
collapsing incomes, rising food prices and worsening malnutrition. Large families are particularly 
vulnerable, perpetuating cycles of deprivation. 
 
Global shocks, including oil price volatility and declining rice exports from Thailand and Vietnam, 
further undermine their survival. 
 
Food security as national security 
 
The Kidapawan tragedy revealed that food insecurity can escalate into political violence. 
 
Tenant farmers, trapped in debt cycles and exploitative sharing schemes, are at the heart of this 
risk. Preventing unrest requires transparent relief distribution, robust social protection for 
farmers, inclusive dialogue mechanisms and rapid response systems to anticipate and mitigate 
shocks. 
 
Governance reform must therefore be understood not only as a matter of efficiency but also as a 
matter of national security. 
 
The choice before the Philippines 
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The looming Super El Niño is a test of Philippine resilience. The lesson of Kidapawan is clear: 
famine is not a natural calamity but a governance failure. 
 
Climate shocks will continue, but their human toll depends on how swiftly the nation acts to 
protect its farmers and secure its food systems. 
 
The Kidapawan tragedy revealed that food insecurity can escalate into political violence, 
especially among tenant farmers bound to a debt-driven existence, exploitative landlord-sharing 
schemes and market cartels. These families, often with many children, remain trapped in 
generational poverty, tilling the soil as their parents did, with food insecurity always in their 
midst. 
 
When climate shocks strike, this vulnerability becomes combustible, amplifying the risk of 
unrest. 
 
Preventing such crises requires transparent relief distribution, robust social protection for 
farmers, inclusive dialogue mechanisms and rapid response systems to anticipate and mitigate 
shocks. Governance reform must therefore be understood not only as a matter of efficiency but 
also as a matter of national security. 
 
By embedding caloric yield data and global shock analysis, the case for reform becomes 
stronger: rice dependence must be capped at 40 percent, diversified crops must supply 60 
percent, and governance must evolve to prevent unrest. 
 
The Philippines cannot afford another Kidapawan, whether in the form of violent protest, silent 
famine or systemic collapse. Only decisive reforms in food systems, farmer empowerment and 
governance can forestall a repeat of 2016 and ensure resilience against the converging crises 
of climate, poverty and geopolitical shocks. 
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Storm outside PAR may intensify into super typhoon next week — Pagasa 
By: Holly Bacay  
 
A tropical storm (TS) currently outside the Philippine area of responsibility is likely to develop 
into a super typhoon next week, according to the state weather bureau.  
 
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) 
weather specialist Leanne Loreto said during its 5 am weather advisory that the weather 
disturbance outside the country may enter either Wednesday or Thursday next week. 
 
“We see this tropical storm intensifying further in the coming days, and it is possible that it will 
enter our area of responsibility by the middle of next week,” Loreto said. 
 
Loreto said that forecasts show the system could strengthen into a typhoon or even a super 
typhoon as it approaches the country, although its track and intensity remain uncertain. It will be 
given the name Inday. 
 
“And based on what we are seeing, it could still reach typhoon or super typhoon category,” 
Loreto reported. 
 
She said there is still a high level of uncertainty regarding the potential scenario of the TS, 
although it is likely to enhance southwest monsoon, or habagat. 
 
“There is still a high level of uncertainty regarding the potential scenario for this new tropical 
cyclone. Based on our observations, this storm will draw in the southwest monsoon,” Loreto 
explained. 
 
Meanwhile, Tropical depression Henry exited PAR at around 8 pm on Wednesday and was last 
located 610 kilometers west of Bacnotan, La Union, moving west-northwest at 25 kilometers per 
hour. 
 
As of 3 a.m. Thursday, Henry packed maximum sustained winds of 55 kph and gusts of up to 70 
kph. 
 
Despite its exit, Pagasa said the combined effects of Henry’s outer circulation and southwest 
monsoon or habagat will continue to bring strong to gale-force gusts over Batanes, Cagayan, 
Pangasinan, Zambales, Bataan, and Palawan. 
 
The southwest monsoon will also affect the western sections of Southern Luzon, Visayas and 
Mindanao, bringing cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms over Palawan and 
Occidental Mindoro. 
 
Zamboanga Peninsula, Basilan, Tawi-Tawi, and Antique may experience partly cloudy to cloudy 
skies with isolated rain showers or thunderstorms due to habagat. 
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Meanwhile, cloudy skies with scattered rain may prevail over Eastern Visayas, Bicol Region, 
Caraga, Davao Region, and Quezon due to easterlies. 
 
Metro Manila and the rest of the country may experience gloomy skies with occasional rains or 
thunderstorms due to localized thunderstorms, according to Pagasa. 
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Europe's heat wave feels uncomfortably common 
By:  Daphne Oseña-Paez 
 
EUROPE’S early summer heat wave is behind the over 1,300 excess deaths recorded on the 
continent since June 21, according to World Health Organization chief Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus. Germany hit 41.7 degrees Celsius for three consecutive days, the Czech 
Republic hit 41.1 C for two days, and the town of Pulluau in western France recorded 43.8 C. 
Many of the dead are aged 65 and older; and there is a 40-percent increase in the number of 
people, mostly elderly ones, dying at home. Some homes recorded indoor temperatures of 39 
C. 
 
European cities and their architecture were not built for extreme high temperatures. They were 
designed for cold-proofing and trapping heat during long winters. In the Philippines and tropical 
Asia in general, we have the benefit of our vernacular tropical architecture with passive cooling 
techniques via cross ventilation long overhanging eaves or roofs and, in better homes, 
courtyards and wind towers on staircases to let heat escape. 
 
As European cities deal with another record-breaking heat wave, images of parched tourists, 
crowded cooling pools, and people rushing to purchase air conditioners and electric fans have 
captured the world's attention. Airconditioning is not common in European homes. Governments 
issued health warnings and adaptation techniques. Some people resorted to painting over glass 
windows with white chalk paint that allows light in, but blocks the sun’s rays. Other households 
taped emergency metallic blankets to block out the sun. These were blankets used for 
hypothermia in winter. In Paris, residents jumped into any body of water, including canals and 
rivers, to cool off. There have been reports of drowning. Other cities sprayed water mist in public 
spaces to provide moisture. Alcohol consumption in public spaces was regulated, as it caused 
further dehydration. 
 
For many Filipinos, Europe's struggle feels strangely common. Our highest recorded 
temperature in 2026 is 37.9 C in Tuguegarao City, Cagayan. Though 37.9 degrees is not quite a 
heat wave, the temperature feels hotter because of humidity. In the Philippines, there is a 
greater awareness by the public and media about the heat index, which measures what 
temperature “feels like” when humidity and air temperature interact. It is the heat index that 
brings health risks to people, animals, and wildlife. The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical 
and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) has a published heat index chart with 
corresponding warnings: 27 to 32 C - “Caution;” 33 to 41 C - “Extreme Caution;” 42 to 51 C - 
“Danger;” and over 52 C – “Extreme Danger.” Our local government units and schools, as well 
as national, regional, and local disaster risk reduction (DRR) offices, are responsive to the heat 
index warning and the health risks they pose — or they should be. The highest heat index 
reading recorded in the Philippines so far in 2026 is 52 C in Borongan, Eastern Samar on May 
30. We cannot imagine the catastrophic impact of 52 C in Europe. 
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Extreme heat is an increasingly common feature of life in the Philippines. The upside is, we 
have developed a level of resilience, though these temperature shocks in record-high heat index 
pose not only severe health risks, but also productivity risks. Part of the Philippines’ heat health 
action plan includes the automatic suspension of classes once record high heat indexes are 
published. School cancellations and work adjustments ultimately affect our economy and 
productivity. The impact of prolonged heat waves, El Niño, and extreme heat also affect our 
farmers and agricultural productivity. Our urban areas, especially in Metro Manila, also feel 
hotter because the concrete-built environment and the lack of greenery create an urban heat 
island effect. While Europe is experiencing this heat-induced emergency this summer, our 
country has been regularly facing typhoons, floods, droughts, and rising sea levels. Extreme 
heat is one of the many realities that come with the Philippines’ front row seat to the effects of 
climate change. 
 
The climate change conversation has once again been brought to the forefront. We are seeing 
repeated stories on the need to transition to renewable energy to reduce and eliminate the 
effects of fossil fuels on rising global temperatures. Not all is well or automatic in energy 
transition. The United Kingdom had to import additional energy from Europe in the form of 
burning gas because, ironically, their solar farms have become inefficient as temperatures rose. 
We must remember that the Philippines contributes less than 1 percent to global greenhouse 
gas emissions, and yet the Philippines consistently ranks top as a nation most vulnerable to 
climate-related disasters. 
 
All nations, when under extreme heat, experience negative health impacts on their vulnerable 
populations — the aging, the sick, and the disabled, and also workers like farmers, construction 
workers, and delivery riders who are exposed directly to the sun. But not all nations are able to 
respond or intervene with the same resources. Europe has financial resources, advanced 
infrastructure, and the institutional capacity to respond to the heat waves. In a few more 
seasons, their architecture and cities will adapt and make space for air conditioners. But many 
developing countries, including the Philippines, face the same threats with far fewer means, plus 
the additional burden on our food systems, water supply, wildlife, and productivity. Reduced 
agricultural yields translate into even higher food prices. Lower labor productivity affects our 
economic growth. School cancellations put more negative pressure on our already suffering 
educational systems. Increased electricity demand because of air conditioning strains power 
systems, raising costs for households already struggling with inflation. 
 
This "heat divide" continues to widen the gap between nations that can better adapt to climate 
extremes and those that remain dangerously vulnerable despite contributing far less to the 
problem. Extreme heat is not simply about discomfort. It threatens our health, economy, and 
security. And while the climate conversation continues to be in the front pages, it is a reminder 
that developed countries carry a greater responsibility to reduce emissions and support 
vulnerable nations. 
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UN NEWS 
 
AI’s environmental costs threaten water, land and climate 
 
Data centres, the global infrastructure powering AI, could consume 945 terawatt-hours of 
electricity annually by 2030 – nearly triple the combined annual electricity use of Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, and Nigeria, countries collectively home to more than 650 million people.  
 
However, this is just the tip of the iceberg. On top of the carbon footprint, every unit of electricity 
used by data centres also carries a “water footprint” for cooling and energy production, and a 
“land footprint” associated with power generation and supply chains.  
 
Rethinking how sustainability is measured 
 
According to a new study from UN University (UNU), AI-related water consumption could equal 
the basic annual domestic needs of 1.3 billion people by the end of the decade, while its land 
footprint may exceed 14,500 square kilometres — roughly twice the size of the Jakarta 
metropolitan area.  
 
The report highlights a critical gap in how AI’s environmental impact is measured. Greenhouse 
gas emissions, particularly those linked to training large models, tend to be prioritised, but this 
approach overlooks other environmental costs.  
 
Solutions seen as “green” in one sense may worsen pressures in others, particularly in regions 
already facing resource scarcity. For example, switching to certain renewable energy sources 
may reduce carbon emissions but can significantly increase water consumption and land use. 
Daily use of AI is the main culprit 
 
Public debate has largely centred on the energy required to train advanced AI models, but the 
study finds that day-to-day usage accounts for roughly 80 to 90 per cent of total energy 
demand.   
 
The scale is striking: one widely used AI service is estimated to process around 2.5 billion 
prompts per day, consuming hundreds of gigawatt-hours of electricity each year.  
Energy use also varies widely depending on the task. Generating a single AI image can require 
more than a thousand times the energy of simple text classification, while video generation 
demands even greater resources.  
 
Efficiency improvements alone are unlikely to offset these rising demands. The report points to 
the so-called rebound effect, in which lower costs and improved performance drive higher 
usage, ultimately increasing total resource consumption. 
 
Local burdens, global benefits 
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The environmental impacts of AI infrastructure are not evenly distributed. While the benefits of 
the technology are global, its costs are often concentrated in specific regions. 
 
In some countries, data centres already account for a significant share of national electricity 
consumption, placing pressure on energy systems. In others, expanding facilities are drawing 
heavily on water supplies, sometimes amid drought conditions. 
 
At the same time, the report warns of a growing electronic waste challenge, with AI 
infrastructure projected to generate up to 2.5 million tonnes of e-waste annually by 2030. Much 
of this burden is likely to fall on lower-income countries with limited capacity for safe disposal. 
  
The production of critical minerals needed for AI hardware also raises concerns about 
environmental degradation and social inequities in extraction regions.  
A widening digital and environmental divide 
 
The expansion of AI infrastructure is also creating new disparities in access and influence. 
According to the report, more than 90 per cent of AI-specialised computing capacity is 
concentrated in just two countries – the United States and China. At the same time, over 150 
nations lack significant domestic AI infrastructure.  
 
This imbalance not only limits economic opportunities but also raises questions of 
environmental justice, as some countries bear the environmental costs without sharing in the 
benefits of AI-driven growth.   
 
Towards responsible AI 
 
Despite the stark findings, UNU researchers stress that the report is not an argument against AI 
itself. Rather, it calls for urgent action to ensure that the technology develops within planetary 
limits.  
 
The study outlines a framework for a “responsible AI ecosystem”, built on principles including 
transparency, efficiency by design, equity, lifecycle responsibility, global cooperation and 
sustainable use.  
 
Governments are urged to integrate AI infrastructure into energy, water and land-use planning, 
while companies are encouraged to design systems that minimise resource consumption. 
Users, too, have a role to play by choosing lower-impact applications where possible.  
 
Ultimately, the report argues that the future of AI will depend not only on technological 
innovation but also on governance choices made today. ​
 

  =END= 
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