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LPA off Bataan develops into Henry; signal no.1 up in three areas 
By: Ariel Rojas 
 
The low pressure area that crossed southern Luzon has developed into tropical depression 
Henry over the West Philippine Sea at 2 a.m. Wednesday, according to PAGASA. 
 
PAGASA monitoring potential super typhoon that could enhance Habagat next week 
By: Ariel Rojas 
 
MANILA — State weather bureau PAGASA is monitoring a tropical cyclone far east of the 
country that could intensify into a super typhoon and enhance the southwest monsoon or 
Habagat next week. 
 
CLIMATE HOME NEWS 
 
In Guatemala, Indigenous women build climate resilience with old and new farming 
methods 
By: Adam Wentworth 
 
Ancestral knowledge combined with climate-smart techniques is boosting food security and 
increasing family incomes in the Lake Atitlán region 
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GMA NEWS 
 
Cloudy skies, isolated rains over parts of Central Luzon, Southern Luzon, Visayas 
 
The easterlies will bring cloudy skies with isolated rain showers over the eastern sections of 
Central Luzon, Southern Luzon, and Visayas on Friday, PAGASA reported. 
 
Potential super typhoon may enter PAR next week, enhance Habagat — PAGASA 
 
A tropical storm outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) could enter the country's 
monitoring area by the middle of next week and may intensify into a typhoon or even a super 
typhoon, PAGASA said Thursday. 
 
MONGABAY 
 
Wildlife’s unpredictable movements make climate-change planning difficult 
By: Gloria Dickie 
 
New England’s winters have long been a punishing force. Forests fade in and out of deep 
freezes. Animals pile on fat for warmth in anticipation of the harsh weather to come. Others flee 
south, seeking warmer refuges. However, over the past 50 years, winters there have become 
much milder. In the northeastern U.S., winters now average between 4 and 5 degrees 
Fahrenheit (2.2 and 2.7 degrees Celsius) warmer than in the 1970s. Snowfall can be sparse, 
and there are usually fewer days of extreme cold. 
 
PALAWAN NEWS 
 
Philippines launches first national policy on nature-based climate solutions 
By: Jan Elmer Badilla 
 
The Philippines has launched its first National Nature-based Solutions (NbS) Policy and 
Nature-based Solutions Catalogue, establishing a national framework that uses ecosystems 
such as forests, mangroves and coastal habitats to address climate change, protect biodiversity 
and strengthen disaster resilience. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Kidapawan’s warning as the Philippines faces climate shocks 
By: Dr. Danilo Josue PhD and  Dr. Teodoro Mendoza 
 
The 2016 Kidapawan bloodshed remains a defining moment in Philippine history, exposing the 
fragility of governance when confronted with climate shocks and food insecurity. 
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THE GUARDIAN 
 
‘I don’t just watch climate change happening’: the young Swedes being paid to make a 
difference 
By: Jonna Dagliden Hunt 
 
Participant-led YPS scheme creates green projects while providing summer jobs in country with 
high youth unemployment 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ABS CBN 
 
LPA off Bataan develops into Henry; signal no.1 up in three areas 
By: Ariel Rojas 
 
The low pressure area that crossed southern Luzon has developed into tropical depression 
Henry over the West Philippine Sea at 2 a.m. Wednesday, according to PAGASA. 
 
As of 4 a.m., the tropical depression was located 115 kilometers west southwest of Abucay, 
Bataan. 
 
It has maximum sustained winds of 45 kilometers per hour and gustiness up to 55 kph. It is 
moving northwestward at 25 kph. 
 
Tropical cyclone wind signal no. 1 has been raised over southwestern Zambales, western 
Bataan, and Lubang Islands in Occidental Mindoro. Strong winds may be experienced in these 
areas. 
 
It has maximum sustained winds of 45 kilometers per hour and gustiness up to 55 kph. It is 
moving northwestward at 25 kph. 
 
Tropical cyclone wind signal no. 1 has been raised over southwestern Zambales, western 
Bataan, and Lubang Islands in Occidental Mindoro. Strong winds may be experienced in these 
areas. 
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PAGASA monitoring potential super typhoon that could enhance Habagat next week 
By: Ariel Rojas 
 
MANILA — State weather bureau PAGASA is monitoring a tropical cyclone far east of the 
country that could intensify into a super typhoon and enhance the southwest monsoon or 
Habagat next week. 
 
“Ngayong araw ay may mino-monitor na tayo na tropical storm na nasa labas pa ng ating 
monitoring domain. At nakikita nating itong tropical storm na ito ay mas lalakas pa sa susunod 
na mga araw at posibleng pumasok ng ating area of responsibility sa kalagitnaan ng susunod 
na linggo,” state weather forecaster Leanne Loreto said during PAGASA’s early morning 
broadcast on Thursday. 
 
(We are already tracking a tropical storm outside our monitoring domain. This storm may 
intensify further in the coming days and may enter the Philippine area of responsibility [PAR] in 
the middle of next week.) 
 
The tropical storm, with international name Bavi, was located more than 3,700 kilometers east 
of Eastern Visayas at 9:30 a.m., according to the Japan Meteorological Agency. 
 
The weather disturbance is expected to continue intensifying as it moves across the Pacific 
Ocean. 
 
Based on JMA’s forecast track, it may pass through the Northern Mariana Islands as a very 
strong typhoon by Monday. 
 
Bavi may enter the PAR as a super typhoon Wednesday of next week. It will be assigned the 
local name Inday. 
 
Current projections indicate a no-landfall scenario. 
 
“Base po sa ating model guidance ay nakikita natin ay ito po’y lilihis lamang po ng ating north 
Philippine Sea, although mataas pa po yung uncertainty… sa magiging scenario nitong bagong 
bagyo,” Loreto said. 
 
(Based on current model guidance, the storm may only cross the northern portion of the 
Philippine Sea, although the uncertainty in this scenario remains high.) 
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SIGNIFICANT RAINFALL 
 
However, the potential super typhoon could indirectly bring significant rainfall later in the week. 
 
“Ang ating nakikita po magkakaroon po ng paghila itong bagong bagyo sa ating Habagat kaya’t 
asahan po natin kalagitnaan ng susunod na linggo hanggang over the weekend ay 
magkakaroon tayo ng mga pag-ulan sa kanlurang bahagi ng ating bansa,” she added. 
 
(The tropical cyclone will enhance the Habagat, so we expect rainy conditions over the western 
section of the country from the middle of next week through the weekend.) 
 
A study by Filipino meteorologists published in 2025 found that about one-third of the country’s 
rainy season rainfall is associated with tropical cyclone-enhanced Habagat. 
 
Tropical cyclones produce the maximum Habagat enhancement when they are positioned 
between Northern Luzon and the Ryukyu Islands of southern Japan, according to a 2019 study 
by meteorology professor Gerry Bagtasa. 
 
In 2024, Habagat enhanced by Super Typhoon Carina brought intense rainfall for three 
consecutive days, triggering massive flooding in Metro Manila, Central Luzon, and 
CALABARZON. Nearly 50 died while more than P10 billion worth of damage to agriculture and 
infrastructure was reported by the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council. 
 
This Thursday, Habagat will continue to bring scattered rains over Palawan and Mindoro. 
 
Afternoon or evening rain showers and thunderstorms may also be experienced in Metro Manila 
and the rest of the country. 
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CLIMATE HOME NEWS 
 
In Guatemala, Indigenous women build climate resilience with old and new farming 
methods 
By: Adam Wentworth 
 
Ancestral knowledge combined with climate-smart techniques is boosting food security and 
increasing family incomes in the Lake Atitlán region 
 
In Guatemala’s southwest region lies a large lake with a storied history. 
 
Lake Atitlán is one of Central America’s most critical local sources of drinking water, and is 
surrounded by volcanoes, a thriving tourism industry and an ancient Mayan culture. The Sololá 
region has long been home to Indigenous communities who have been attracted to its fertile 
land and pristine natural resources.  
 
But in recent years, this site of natural beauty in Guatemala’s highlands has had to contend with 
the growing impacts of the climate and nature crises. Climate change is disrupting the rain cycle 
and significant areas of land show signs of erosion and loss of soil fertility. These changes are 
threatening crop production and pushing local people into food insecurity.  
 
Elena Wason, co-executive director at Natün, a local non-profit supporting Indigenous people, 
told Climate Home News that community leaders have “identified deforestation and the effects 
of climate change in their communities as among their greatest concerns”. Forest cover declined 
by an estimated 12% in the past two years alone. 
 
Women are often the social group most exposed to these changes and Natün has focused its 
efforts on reviving Indigenous agriculture techniques in a bid to improve climate resilience and 
empower female farmers. 
 
How to fight drought 
The impacts of climate change on Indigenous communities can often lead to further 
environmental damage as farmers are forced to rely on unsustainable practices, such as cutting 
down trees to clear more land. This can accelerate water scarcity, soil erosion and ultimately 
food insecurity.  
 
Giving nature breathing room builds climate resilience 
 
An ongoing adaptation project led by Natün has sought to reverse these impacts, working with 
local people to combine modern climate-smart agriculture and ancestral knowledge. The 
approach involves the use of drought-resistant crops, organic pest management and soil 
conservation techniques. This is increasingly recognised as an effective way to strengthen 
climate resilience.  
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“Our approach is based on soil analysis and the use of locally resilient, endemic tree species, 
significantly increasing survival rates and ensuring sustainable water availability despite 
changing rainfall patterns,” Wason explained. 
 
A US$170,000 grant from the Adaptation Fund-UNDP innovation platform (through the AFCIA 
programme) also allowed it to scale. For example, Natün established over 300 family food 
gardens - small spaces with shared resources that focus on growing nutrient-rich crops. 
 
The project was built for the long-term by embedding innovation within Indigenous knowledge 
systems, organic farming and Mayan land stewardship rather than imposing external solutions. 
In this way, it ensures that communities remain the architects of their own resilience. Diversified 
revenue streams, including carbon credits and replicable learning kits, further support its 
longevity. 
 
Nearly all of the typical Mayan gardens are managed by women, with the project training up to 
30 women in climate-resilient practices, such as seed bank management. The approach has 
paid dividends by bolstering local food security and providing almost 19,000 people with 
sustainable food sources. 
 
Young South Africans take up sustainable agriculture for food security 
 
“The project uses locally led innovation by helping to restore sustainable Indigenous Mayan 
practices, while empowering vulnerable communities and women to build resilience and adapt 
to climate change and bolster food security,” said Mikko Ollikainen, head of the Adaptation 
Fund.  
 
“Community-led approaches like these can have profound positive impacts on the directly 
affected communities and beyond by creating practical scalable solutions,” he added. 
 
Growing incomes 
The programme was expanded in 2025 with the creation of over 260 small poultry farms, further 
diversifying family incomes. The early results have been positive: two-thirds of families with both 
a garden and poultry now have surplus produce and incomes that have grown by an estimated 
$61 per month. 
 
“These impacts especially benefit women, who not only make up 75% of programme 
participants and have taken leadership roles in managing community gardens, but also 
generally take on the responsibility of providing nutritious food for their families,” said Wason.  
 
The project follows an earlier $5.4 million activity in Guatemala, also funded by the Adaptation 
Fund, that focused on honey bee production, forest conservation and ancestral knowledge 
across Suchitepéquez and Sololá. The aim was to empower vulnerable communities and 
Indigenous populations to adapt to floods and landslides, while enhancing diverse production 
landscapes and livelihoods.  

 
8 



 

 
Advancing women’s rights and empowerment in climate adaptation 
 
That project resulted in 6,093 hectares under forest management and conservation, nearly 
1,500 beehives in operation, and 328 family gardens with the purpose of helping women adapt. 
Utilising such ancestral practices have helped to increase agricultural resilience in the 
Nahualate River basin, benefiting some 1,125 people. 
 
Enduring benefits 
The long-term benefits of the Lake Atitlán project will be in providing communities, especially 
women, with practical tools to respond to the environmental challenges of drought, storms and 
deforestation in the Sololá region. These challenges are becoming more pronounced as the 
climate becomes more extreme and unpredictable. 
 
Guatemala is ranked among the most exposed countries to climate risk. The World Bank 
estimates that up to 83% of its GDP is generated in areas prone to disasters. As such, it is not 
only the people around Lake Atitlán who stand to benefit from sustainable farming techniques. 
 
The Natün project is easily replicable by harnessing local knowledge and offering a practical 
model that can be adapted across Indigenous communities facing similar climate pressures. In 
a country with an Indigenous population of over 6 million people, this approach will be of 
importance to many other communities as they face similar existential crises in a warming world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GMA NEWS 
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Cloudy skies, isolated rains over parts of Central Luzon, Southern Luzon, Visayas 
 
The easterlies will bring cloudy skies with isolated rain showers over the eastern sections of 
Central Luzon, Southern Luzon, and Visayas on Friday, PAGASA reported. 
 
Meanwhile, the weather bureau is also monitoring the tropical cyclone outside the Philippine 
Area of Responsibility (PAR), Tropical Storm Maysak (formerly Henry) located 1,095 kilometers 
west of Northern Luzon with maximum sustained winds of 60 kilometers per hour near the 
center, gustiness of up to 80 km/h, and moving west southwestward at 15 km/h. 
 
Forecast Weather Conditions 
 
Bicol Region, Eastern Visayas, Caraga, Aurora, and Quezon will have partly cloudy to cloudy 
skies with isolated rain showers or thunderstorms due to the easterlies with flash floods or 
landslides possibly occurring during severe thunderstorms. 
 
Metro Manila and the rest of country will have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain 
showers or thunderstorms due to localized thunderstorms with the possibility that flash floods or 
landslides will occur during severe thunderstorms. 
 
Forecast Wind and Coastal Water Conditions 
 
The wind speed forecast for western section of Southern Luzon is moderate and moving in the 
southeast to south direction with moderate coastal waters. 
 
For the Visayas and the rest of Luzon, the wind speed forecast is light to moderate and moving 
in the east to southeast direction with slight to moderate coastal waters. 
 
In Mindanao, the wind speed forecast is light to moderate and moving in the south to southeast 
direction while coastal waters will be slight to moderate. 
 
Sunrise will be at 5:31 a.m., sunset at 6:29 p.m. — BAP, GMA News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Potential super typhoon may enter PAR next week, enhance Habagat — PAGASA 
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A tropical storm outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) could enter the country's 
monitoring area by the middle of next week and may intensify into a typhoon or even a super 
typhoon, PAGASA said Thursday. 
 
PAGASA weather specialist Leanne Loreto said the latest tropical cyclone threat potential 
forecast indicates that the weather disturbance could enter the PAR by Wednesday, July 8, or 
Thursday, July 9. Once inside the PAR, it will be given the local name Inday. 
 
However, Loreto said there remains a high level of uncertainty regarding the cyclone's projected 
track. 
 
"Base sa ating latest na model guidance nakikita natin na ito ay lilihis lamang ng ating north 
Philippine Sea although mataas pa po ang uncertainty o hindi kasiguraduhan na magiging 
scenario ito ng bagong bagyo," she said during PAGASA's 5 a.m. weather report. 
 
(Based on our latest model guidance, the tropical cyclone is expected to track over the northern 
Philippine Sea. However, there remains a high degree of uncertainty, and it is still not certain 
that this will be its eventual track.) 
 
Loreto said the cyclone is expected to enhance the Southwest Monsoon (Habagat), bringing 
rains to the western sections of the country from the middle of next week through the weekend. 
 
Tropical Depression Henry, the first of up to four tropical cyclones that may affect the country 
this month, exited the PAR on Wednesday evening. — VBL, GMA News 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MONGABAY 
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Wildlife’s unpredictable movements make climate-change planning difficult 
By: Gloria Dickie 
 
New England’s winters have long been a punishing force. Forests fade in and out of deep 
freezes. Animals pile on fat for warmth in anticipation of the harsh weather to come. Others flee 
south, seeking warmer refuges. However, over the past 50 years, winters there have become 
much milder. In the northeastern U.S., winters now average between 4 and 5 degrees 
Fahrenheit (2.2 and 2.7 degrees Celsius) warmer than in the 1970s. Snowfall can be sparse, 
and there are usually fewer days of extreme cold. 
 
For decades, ecologists have expected that animals living within narrow climate niches would 
adapt to rising temperatures by moving northwards or upslope to higher elevations. For 
example, they thought the American red squirrel (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus) in the northeastern 
U.S. would move up into the mountains in search of cold. 
 
But in a study published last year, scientists found that despite warmer winters, the squirrels 
haven’t sought out higher elevations. Rather, they’ve relocated downslope, seemingly drawn by 
the return of red spruce forest following a period of dieback. The tiny forest critters, it seems, are 
prioritizing habitat over temperature. 
 
The red squirrel isn’t alone. Thousands of plants and animals that scientists thought would be 
on the move in response to rising global temperatures don’t yet seem to have hit the road. In a 
2023 study in the journal Environmental Evidence, scientists reviewed the observed range 
movements of more than 12,000 species, both terrestrial and marine, to see whether they 
aligned with what ecologists had expected would play out in a warmer world. 
 
Out of nearly 30,000 observed instances of range shifts driven by temperatures in recent 
decades — most of which occurred in the northern hemisphere — less than half were plants or 
animals moving to higher latitudes, higher elevations or greater marine depths. Some didn’t 
move at all, while others had dispersed to southerly latitudes or lower elevations. Put simply, 
many species are not where scientists thought they would be, says Toni Lyn Morelli, a research 
ecologist with the U.S. Geological Survey’s Northeast Climate Adaptation Center. 
 
That has serious implications for conservation policy and planning, she says. Scientists have 
spent years studying and designing possible climate corridors, areas that species may be able 
to funnel through to stay within their preferred temperatures. 
 
“If we can identify where we think they are headed, and then identify the ways they might get 
there, then we can think about what [infrastructure] might be in the way,” Morelli tells Mongabay. 
“We’re going to have to see if we can help species adapt, because it’s unlikely they’ll be able to 
do it completely on their own.” 
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But if land managers and conservationists are targeting certain areas for protection, only to find 
out that the vulnerable plants and animals have gone somewhere else, all that effort could be for 
naught. 
 
Should they stay or should they go now? 
Scientists aren’t yet sure whether it’s a good thing or a bad thing that there are so many 
mismatches between their expectations and reality. 
 
It could be that plants and animals are better able to adapt in situ than previously thought. 
 
Other climate or non-climate factors, such as rainfall, snowfall or habitat, may be more important 
than higher temperatures when it comes to whether or not a species decides to pick up and 
move. There might also be a lag in the time it takes species to respond. Or it could be that some 
species want to move but are unable to. 
 
“There are general expectations with temperature, but species might also be tracking changing 
precipitation patterns,” explains Sarah Weiskopf, a research ecologist at the USGS who 
co-authored the 2023 assessment. 
 
For example, some of the tree species now shifting downslope appear to be tracking water 
availability. But estimating where species will move based on changing rainfall is more difficult, 
she adds, as “we don’t have the same kind of general expectations for how precipitation is 
changing” compared with rising global temperatures. 
 
Habitat, too, can often override temperature. Forests are regrowing in many parts of North 
America, spurring species such as the red squirrel to move downslope. Or maybe an animal that 
is especially dependent on a prey species may have to follow it in a different direction. 
 
One issue is that it can be hard to determine when a species has permanently shifted its range. 
Some animals, like the Canadian lynx (Lynx canadensis), might travel farther south into lower 
New England during exceptionally snowy years, stalking their favorite prey — the snowshoe 
hare (Lepus americanus). But in years with less snow in the region, the lynx will stick closer to 
its traditional range up north. 
 
“It’s easier to see the leading edge,” Morelli says. People notice when a new plant or animal 
shows up in an area, but they are less likely to notice it slowly shift away. “People aren’t sure if 
they just missed it.” 
 
While it might initially seem like a species that hasn’t relocated might be struggling, Weiskopf 
cautions against such an assumption. Just because an animal moves to higher elevations or 
higher latitudes doesn’t necessarily mean it’s now thriving in its new environment. 
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A 2024 study in the journal Nature Ecology and Evolution looked at fish abundance across the 
world’s oceans, finding species that shifted their ranges poleward were not necessarily faring 
better. 
 
Those populations that had moved their ranges by roughly 17 kilometers (about 10 miles) per 
year were associated with a 50% decrease in population size over a decade — which is 
“dramatic compared to the overall stable population trends in non-shifting species,” the study 
observed. 
 
The fact that quick shifts toward the Earth’s poles didn’t guarantee a better outcome for the 
population “contrasts with the view that rapid range shifts safeguard against local population 
declines,” the study said. 
 
That could be cause for concern. For species that are shifting their range, many are moving 
exceptionally fast. 
 
Scientists recently dug back through nearly 10,000 observed range shifts of more than 3,500 
marine and terrestrial species. When they analyzed how well their computer models stacked up 
in predicting both the species’ direction and pace, they found that plants and animals were 
moving much faster than the models had predicted in nearly two-thirds of cases, with a median 
rate of four times faster. 
 
Climate corridors 
Despite the uncertainty that adaptive relocation may bring, many scientists still believe it’s one 
of the best bets for species’ long-term survival in a warmer world. And plenty of plants and 
animals have done well in their new cool homes. 
 
The American lobster (Homarus americanus), for example, has hung on in the waters of Atlantic 
Canada after the Gulf of Maine emerged as one of the fastest warming marine ecosystems on 
the planet. And populations of Edith’s checkerspot butterfly (Euphydryas editha) that moved to 
higher elevations and latitudes in western North America have managed to persist, while some 
populations of the subspecies Quino checkerspot (E.e. quino) that lived in lower elevations 
appear to have been wiped out by drought, according to the nonprofit Defenders of Wildlife. 
 
Roughly half of species’ observed movements don’t align with projections, and ecologists are 
concerned that it’s not because these plants and animals successfully adapted to their current 
surroundings: They may be stuck, trapped by development or other human activities. One way 
to figure that out is to assess whether those that haven’t moved are suffering. 
 
Indeed, roads and development have fragmented large swathes of habitat. A decade ago, 
scientists assessed how well the U.S. landscape could facilitate the movement of plants and 
animals that were trying to track their preferred climate. They found that only 41% of the natural 
land area had enough connectivity to allow this. In the eastern U.S., less than 2% was 
“sufficiently connected.” 
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Moreover, throughout the 20th century, the conservation movement largely focused on 
protecting disconnected chunks of land — a model known as “fortress conservation” for its lack 
of connectivity between preserves, with rigid boundaries and physical fences to keep animals in 
and people out. 
 
“A lot of our conservation today is based on protected areas. These are fixed places on the 
planet where we hope that biodiversity will persist into the future and where we spend a lot of 
effort protecting species,” says Joshua Lawler, an ecologist at the University of Washington 
(UW) in the U.S. “If species move around, if they move out of those protected areas, hopefully 
they are going to move into a new one. But maybe they won’t.” 
 
How a plant or animal reacts to warmer temperatures depends a lot on where it lives, he adds. 
In the western U.S., ecologists expect that species will largely cope by moving up. 
 
“Many of the connections between where animals are now and where they are likely to be in the 
future go up into the mountains,” Lawler says. They’ll go from the Central Valley in California up 
into the state’s Sierra Nevada mountain range, or from eastern Washington state up into the 
Cascade Range, he says. 
 
But on the U.S. East Coast, where there are fewer high-altitude holdouts for species to chase, 
plants and animals will have to travel much greater distances to shift latitudes, which is much 
more difficult. 
 
With the exception of the Appalachians, you can’t make up for distance with elevation. That 
makes it a lot harder, Lawler says. 
 
In their 2016 research, Lawler and his colleagues found that introducing corridors to aid wildlife 
movement through human-dominated regions would increase climatically connected natural 
areas to 65%. The most impactful gains were in the low-elevation southeastern U.S. 
 
In recent years, Lawler and students in UW’s Landscape Ecology and Conservation Lab have 
tried to figure out exactly how wildlife can move from point A to point B in order to survive in a 
warming world. They’ve found that most wildlife corridors in the western U.S. are only 
connecting today’s habitat with today’s habitat — within the same climate niche. “Only a fairly 
small percentage [of corridors] are looking forward,” Lawler says, “connecting the landscape 
today with places that will be important in the future.” 
 
The U.S. state of Florida is one place that is looking ahead. In 2021, the state designated an 18- 
million-acre network of wildlands, privately owned land and working ranches as the Florida 
Wildlife Corridor, providing a safe passageway for the endangered Florida panther (Puma 
concolor coryi) to travel northwards as temperatures and sea level rise. It also protects an 
estimated 131 at-risk species. 
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Lawler adds that relying on human-designed corridors alone is unlikely to be enough to help 
species adapt. “We need to find a way to make the surface of the Earth more porous to animal 
movements versus trying to make just a pathway of protected land,” he says. 
 
For example, breaking up vast agricultural landscapes by including patches of natural land or 
allowing some fields to lay fallow every few years can create steppingstones for movement as 
opposed to simply buying up land and putting a fence around it to push wildlife through. 
 
Perhaps that can better help scientists’ expectations line up with reality on the ground. 
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PALAWAN NEWS 
 
Philippines launches first national policy on nature-based climate solutions 
By: Jan Elmer Badilla 
 
The Philippines has launched its first National Nature-based Solutions (NbS) Policy and 
Nature-based Solutions Catalogue, establishing a national framework that uses ecosystems 
such as forests, mangroves and coastal habitats to address climate change, protect biodiversity 
and strengthen disaster resilience. 
 
The initiative was launched by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
in partnership with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) through the 
Accelerating Green and Climate Finance for Nature-based Solutions (AGCF) Project, with 
support from the Embassy of Canada in the Philippines and the NbS Support Network. 
 
UNDP described the policy as “a huge leap forward” towards efforts to mitigate climate change.” 
 
The agency said the catalogue serves as “a playbook of 21 powerful examples of nature-based 
solutions—from restoring forests to rehabilitating coastlines—making it easier to fund and 
implement them.” 
 
According to UNDP, the policy is intended to encourage smarter investments in 
ecosystem-based projects while creating sustainable livelihood opportunities for communities 
through environmental protection. 
 
The organization also said nature-based solutions can help communities better withstand the 
impacts of typhoons, flooding and other climate-related hazards by strengthening adaptation 
and resilience. 
 
“This is more than just policy; it’s about building a greener, more resilient, and prosperous future 
for every Filipino,” UNDP said. 
 
The policy is expected to guide government agencies, local governments and development 
partners in integrating nature-based approaches into climate action and sustainable 
development programs nationwide. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Kidapawan’s warning as the Philippines faces climate shocks 
By: Dr. Danilo Josue PhD and  Dr. Teodoro Mendoza 
 
The 2016 Kidapawan bloodshed remains a defining moment in Philippine history, exposing the 
fragility of governance when confronted with climate shocks and food insecurity. 
 
As the country braces for the 2026-2027 Super El Niño, the lessons of Kidapawan are more 
urgent than ever. Famine is not a natural calamity but a governance failure, and climate shocks 
act as systemic stressors that destabilize economies, livelihoods and political institutions. 
 
The tragedy revealed that farmers, mostly tenants trapped in debt-driven poverty, exploitative 
landlord-sharing schemes and market cartels, face chronic food insecurity. Many also have 
large families, perpetuating generational cycles of deprivation. 
 
Food insecurity is always in their midst. When amplified by climate shocks, it becomes a driver 
of instability and political violence. 
 
The cumulative socioeconomic impact could exceed P300 billion, equivalent to 1.5 percent to 2 
percent of gross domestic product. Such losses ripple across society. Rural employment 
declines, households face lower incomes, urban consumers confront rising food prices, and the 
state struggles with fiscal deficits. The social contract between government and citizens is 
strained, and the risk of unrest grows. 
 
Preventing unrest requires transparent relief distribution, social protection for farmers, inclusive 
dialogue mechanisms and rapid response systems. Governance reform is not merely about 
efficiency but also about national security. 
 
Recent insights and pathways for resilience include dietary diversification, buffer stock 
expansion, cooperative empowerment, water infrastructure investment and Asean 
benchmarking. 
 
A crisis years in the making 
 
The Philippines today faces multiple but deeply interrelated challenges that converge into a 
systemic crisis: climate shocks such as the looming Super El Niño, which are eroding 
agricultural yields and water security; economic fragility, amplified by peso depreciation, rising 
oil and fertilizer costs, and a debt-to-GDP ratio exceeding 65 percent; governance failures, 
including corruption, misuse of public funds, weak disaster preparedness and overcentralized 
rice-centric food strategies; and social vulnerabilities seen in farmer disempowerment, nutritional 
imbalance from excessive rice dependence, and the heightened risk of unrest seen in the 2016 
Kidapawan tragedy. 
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These pressures are further compounded by global shocks, volatile energy markets, geopolitical 
conflicts and declining rice exports from Thailand and Vietnam, making import dependence 
unsustainable. 
 
Taken together, these interlocking crises form a polycrisis in which climate, economic, 
governance and geopolitical stresses reinforce one another, threatening food security, social 
stability and national resilience. 
 
The threat of the 2026-2027 Super El Niño underscores the fragility of Philippine food systems 
and the urgency of decisive governance reforms. Famine is not merely a natural calamity. It is a 
political and governance failure. 
 
The tragic events of April 1, 2016, in Kidapawan City, where protesting tenant farmers 
demanding rice aid were met with lethal force, remain a stark reminder of how climate shocks 
can escalate into social unrest when institutions fail to protect vulnerable populations. 
 
Unless structural reforms are enacted, the specter of Kidapawan could return in new forms: 
silent famines, rural displacement and widespread social instability. 
 
The warning from Kidapawan 
The Kidapawan incident occurred during the 2015-2016 El Niño, one of the strongest on record. 
Severe drought devastated agricultural production in Mindanao, leaving thousands of tenant 
farmers destitute. 
 
These farmers, tied to a debt-driven existence and exploitative landlord-sharing schemes, were 
already living on the margins. When government relief proved inadequate, they staged a protest 
demanding rice aid. The confrontation escalated into violence, resulting in deaths, injuries and 
arrests (Quimpo, 2016). 
 
The tragedy revealed three systemic failures: weak disaster preparedness and relief 
mechanisms, poor communication and trust between farmers and government, and overreliance 
on rice-centric food security strategies. 
 
It also exposed the structural vulnerability of tenant farmers, whose families often have many 
children and remain trapped in generational poverty, tilling the soil as their parents did. 
 
When climate shocks hit the food system 
 
El Niño events are cyclical but increasingly severe due to climate change. The Philippines, 
situated in the Pacific typhoon belt, is highly vulnerable to both droughts and floods. 
 
Super El Niño episodes disrupt rainfall patterns, reduce water availability and devastate staple 
crop yields (FAO, 2016). Fisheries and livestock sectors also suffer, compounding food 
insecurity. 
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The 2026-2027 Super El Niño is already manifesting in insufficient rains for puddled rice 
planting, reduced fruiting of trees and declining fish catches. These shocks translate into 
consumer price increases of 15 percent to 25 percent, employment losses of 160,000 to 
200,000, declines in household protein intake by 15 percent to 20 percent, and a 20 percent to 
30 percent rise in import dependence. 
 
For tenant farmers, climate shocks are catastrophic. Already burdened by debt and exploitative 
sharing schemes, they lack the buffers to withstand crop failures. Food insecurity is constant, 
and climate shocks amplify this risk, pushing families deeper into poverty and heightening the 
potential for unrest. 
 
Why hunger becomes a governance crisis 
Famines are rarely caused by absolute food scarcity. They are products of governance failures. 
 
Amartya Sen’s entitlement theory emphasizes that famines occur when people lose access to 
food rather than when food is unavailable (Sen, 1981). 
 
In the Philippines, governance failures manifest in corruption and inefficiency in relief 
distribution, debt-driven fiscal constraints limiting social protection, overcentralized food security 
strategies in rice, and weak farmer cooperatives. 
 
Tenant farmers are the most vulnerable to these failures. Their dependence on landlords and 
market cartels leaves them disempowered in value chains. Relief systems often bypass them, 
and social protection is minimal. 
 
The Kidapawan bloodshed exemplified how governance failures transform climate shocks into 
political crises. Farmers were not merely victims of drought. They were victims of institutional 
neglect and structural exploitation. 
 
What must change before the next shock 
The lessons of 2016 must guide policy now. 
 
Food security must be diversified, relief must be timely and transparent, dialogue must replace 
confrontation, and governance must be decentralized. Most importantly, tenant farmers must be 
empowered through cooperatives and social protection systems to break the cycle of debt and 
generational poverty. 
 
Without these reforms, the Philippines risks repeating Kidapawan in new forms: silent famines, 
rural displacement and social unrest. 
 
The following strategies are critical: dietary diversification, buffer stock expansion, farmer 
empowerment through cooperatives, water infrastructure and climate adaptation, regional 
diplomacy and Asean benchmarking. 
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Beyond rice: Diversifying the Filipino diet 
Filipinos consume approximately 119 kilograms of rice per capita annually, far above the 
recommended 90 kg to 95 kg. Excessive rice dependence contributes to dietary imbalances and 
rising cases of type 2 diabetes. 
 
Policy must promote brown rice consumption, vegetable intake and root crops and maize as 
alternative caloric sources. Vegetable intake is currently only 40 kg a year per capita, far below 
the World Health Organization recommendation of 130 kg a year. 
 
Earlier, the proposal was a 40-60 Food Mix Model: rice capped at 40 percent of caloric intake 
and diversified crops at 60 percent. This requires mobilizing 8 million hectares of agricultural 
land, including idle and marginal lands, plus urban farming. 
 
How crops compare under El Niño 
Crop​ Calories per hectare​ People fed per year 
Rice​ 6.3 million​ 20-25 
Maize​ 17.5 million​ 24-29 
Bananas​ 13.4 million​ 18-24 
Diversified mix​11.5 million​ 32 
This table demonstrates that diversified crops are more efficient and resilient than rice 
monoculture. 
 
Building food reserves beyond rice 
 
The National Food Authority must expand buffer stocks beyond rice to include maize and root 
crops. This reduces vulnerability to import shocks and stabilizes prices during climate crises. 
 
Putting farmers at the center 
 
Federated cooperatives can reduce middleman dominance, improve bargaining power and 
ensure fair distribution of relief. Cooperative economics strengthens resilience by decentralizing 
food governance. 
 
Securing water before drought deepens 
Investment in irrigation, rainwater harvesting and drought-resistant crop varieties is essential. 
Climate adaptation must be mainstreamed into agricultural policy. 
 
Learning from Asean neighbors 
Food security is a regional issue. Asean cooperation on buffer stocks, trade facilitation and 
climate adaptation can reduce vulnerability to global market fluctuations. 
 
The cost of another Super El Niño 

 
21 



 

Ex-ante calculations showed that the ongoing Super El Niño is projected to cause P150 billion 
to P200 billion in agricultural losses, P80 billion to P100 billion in lost wages due to employment 
decline, P50 billion to P70 billion in increased food import costs, and P30 billion to P40 billion in 
health care costs due to malnutrition and metabolic illness. 
 
These figures underscore that climate shocks are not merely agricultural problems but systemic 
economic crises. The cumulative socioeconomic impact could exceed P300 billion, equivalent to 
1.5 percent to 2 percent of GDP. 
 
Such losses ripple across society. Rural employment declines, households face declining 
incomes, urban consumers confront rising food prices, and the state struggles with fiscal 
deficits. The social contract between government and citizens is strained, and the risk of unrest 
grows. 
 
For tenant farmers, these losses are existential. Already living in debt-driven poverty, they face 
collapsing incomes, rising food prices and worsening malnutrition. Large families are particularly 
vulnerable, perpetuating cycles of deprivation. 
 
Global shocks, including oil price volatility and declining rice exports from Thailand and Vietnam, 
further undermine their survival. 
 
Food security as national security 
The Kidapawan tragedy revealed that food insecurity can escalate into political violence. 
 
Tenant farmers, trapped in debt cycles and exploitative sharing schemes, are at the heart of this 
risk. Preventing unrest requires transparent relief distribution, robust social protection for 
farmers, inclusive dialogue mechanisms and rapid response systems to anticipate and mitigate 
shocks. 
 
Governance reform must therefore be understood not only as a matter of efficiency but also as a 
matter of national security. 
 
The choice before the Philippines 
The looming Super El Niño is a test of Philippine resilience. The lesson of Kidapawan is clear: 
famine is not a natural calamity but a governance failure. 
 
Climate shocks will continue, but their human toll depends on how swiftly the nation acts to 
protect its farmers and secure its food systems. 
 
The Kidapawan tragedy revealed that food insecurity can escalate into political violence, 
especially among tenant farmers bound to a debt-driven existence, exploitative landlord-sharing 
schemes and market cartels. These families, often with many children, remain trapped in 
generational poverty, tilling the soil as their parents did, with food insecurity always in their 
midst. 
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When climate shocks strike, this vulnerability becomes combustible, amplifying the risk of 
unrest. 
 
Preventing such crises requires transparent relief distribution, robust social protection for 
farmers, inclusive dialogue mechanisms and rapid response systems to anticipate and mitigate 
shocks. Governance reform must therefore be understood not only as a matter of efficiency but 
also as a matter of national security. 
 
By embedding caloric yield data and global shock analysis, the case for reform becomes 
stronger: rice dependence must be capped at 40 percent, diversified crops must supply 60 
percent, and governance must evolve to prevent unrest. 
 
The Philippines cannot afford another Kidapawan, whether in the form of violent protest, silent 
famine or systemic collapse. Only decisive reforms in food systems, farmer empowerment and 
governance can forestall a repeat of 2016 and ensure resilience against the converging crises 
of climate, poverty and geopolitical shocks. /dm 
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THE GUARDIAN 
 
‘I don’t just watch climate change happening’: the young Swedes being paid to make a 
difference 
By: Jonna Dagliden Hunt 
 
Participant-led YPS scheme creates green projects while providing summer jobs in country with 
high youth unemployment 
 
Oona Verveld and Clara Vikberg have just secured their first paid summer jobs. While their 
peers are mostly limited to entry-level positions in retail or fast-food restaurants, the 
18-year-olds are some of the first among their generation to have landed a new type of role: 
young planetary stewards. 
 
“Someone came up with the simple idea that, since young people clearly need jobs, why not 
create them?” says My Sellberg, the project manager and programme lead for regenerative 
development at Upplandsbygd, a non-profit based north of Stockholm. “The strongest objective 
was to inspire hope for the future among our young residents.” 
 
Sweden has one of the highest youth unemployment rates in the EU. About 24% of 15– to 
24-year-old Swedes are classified as unemployed, compared with an EU average of about 15%. 
While Sweden’s figures are partly influenced by the way students seeking work are counted in 
the statistics, the labour market remains challenging for young people trying to gain their first 
professional experience. In the UK, youth unemployment has also risen sharply, reaching about 
16% in late 2025, its highest level in more than a decade. 
 
Upplandsbygd, which is funded by the five municipalities it covers and the EU, supports 
initiatives, funds local development projects and builds networks and knowledge – all with 
sustainability at their core. The organisation employs the “leader method”, a bottom-up 
approach used by the EU to fund local rural development projects. 
“In a world where so much can feel hopeless, it’s incredibly rewarding to come up with an idea 
of your own and turn it into something that you genuinely feel makes a positive difference,” says 
Vikberg, one of 10 successful applicants to the young planetary stewards (YPS) initiative. 
 
What makes the programme distinctive is its combination of grassroots action and structured 
support. Young participants are matched with local organisations – from farms to conservation 
groups – and receive funding of up to 40,000 Swedish krona (£4,000) per person alongside 
mentoring in project management. Most importantly, the project ideas come from the young 
people themselves. 
 
Verveld and Vikberg’s idea was simple: to help young people more easily connect with nature 
through a network of educational signs dotted along walking trails. The pair were matched with 
Eda Lägergård, a historic children’s summer camp north of Stockholm that has welcomed 
generations of young people through Sweden’s tradition of holiday camps. 
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At Eda, children are being dropped off for the summer holidays. They will spend a week 
swimming in the onsite lake, playing football, canoeing or just making new friends. The Swedish 
“kollo” is a century-old tradition in which children and young people leave cities to spend time in 
nature and participate in outdoor activities. Initially it was designed as a health initiative for poor, 
urban children, but today it has evolved into a popular activity across socioeconomic groups. 
 
Tore Sjöqvist, who has spent many years working at Eda, describes the history of the camp, and 
how valuable it is for it to get young people like Verveld and Vikberg involved. “We fought for it 
for several years,” he says. “To learn from young people’s perspectives.” 
 
Thanks to the teenagers’ project, Eda’s regular information signs are being replaced by digital 
ones with QR codes so the information can constantly be updated. 
 
One of the trails winds through a leafy forest, full of wildlife. The new signs will include 
information about the positive biodiversity benefits of leaving tree trunks in nature. Verveld and 
Vikberg point out one trunk in particular, which is covered in bracket fungus and nestled right 
next to a large ants’ nest. Another sign, further down the route, will include information about the 
history of Eda. 
 
Other projects launched through the YPS scheme include: restoring biodiversity by clearing 
invasive species; creating habitats such as a frog pond; an oak tree inventory to strengthen their 
protection; building bird boxes and insect hotels; creating a new stretch of hiking trail; and 
running community workshops in local libraries on how to have meaningful conversations about 
climate and sustainability. 
 
“During the interviews, it became clear that many of the young participants found the 
collaborations with local organisations particularly valuable,” Sellberg says. “Not only did they 
feel that their work served a real purpose, but they also gain new contacts and insights. The 
partnerships added an extra dimension to the programme by connecting their ideas and efforts 
to organisations that could put them into practice.” Upplandsbygd hopes to expand the initiative 
in the future. 
 
“I have a pretty pessimistic world view,” Verveld says. “But through this project I feel that I can 
contribute in ways that will have an impact. I don’t just watch climate change happening, I’m 
somehow active in improving it later on. Both of us want to engage children and youth in their 
surroundings – to create an interest in nature in order to care for it.” 
 
For Vikberg the interest for the climate started as a scout and a love for the outdoors. “Young 
people are often disconnected to nature. I want to spread the joy of spending time outdoors,” 
she says. “If you have an interest for it, you also care for it more.” 
 
An incredible self-own  
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In 1936, John Scott, son of the late Guardian owner and legendary editor CP Scott, did 
something unheard of for a media heir: he gave up his stake for the greater good. 
 
After inheriting the newspaper, Scott renounced all financial benefit – bar his salary – in the 
Guardian (worth £1m at the time and around £62m today) and passed ownership over to the 
newly formed Scott Trust. The Trust would evolve to have one key mission: to secure the 
financial and editorial independence of the Guardian in perpetuity. 
 
That means the Guardian can’t be bought. Not by private equity, not by a conglomerate, and 
definitely not by a billionaire looking for a political mouthpiece. So here are three good reasons 
to make the choice to support us today. 
 
1. Our quality, investigative journalism is a scrutinising force at a time when the rich and 
powerful are getting away with more and more. 
 
2. We are independent and have no billionaire owner controlling what we do, so your money 
directly powers our reporting. 
 
3. It doesn’t cost much, and takes less time than it took to read this message. 
 
But this unique model also means we depend on readers like you from the Philippines to help 
fund our work. If you would rather the news you read was the result of decisions made by 
journalists and editors, not shareholders or ultra-wealthy tech bros, then, well, you know what to 
do: Support the Guardian on a monthly basis. 
 

  =END= 
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