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ABS CBN 
 
El Nino set to be strong, UN warns 
 
El Nino will quickly develop into a strong event between July and September, fuelling the 
likelihood of extreme weather, the United Nations' weather and climate agency warned Friday. 
 
BUSINESS WORLD 
 
Mitigating the impact of climate change on public health 
By: Teodoro B. Padilla 
 
Climate change is often discussed in terms of stronger typhoons, rising seas, and 
record-breaking temperatures. Yet one of its most profound consequences is less visible: its 
growing impact on human health. Every heatwave, flood, and extreme weather event leaves 
behind more than damaged homes and disrupted livelihoods. They also contribute to the spread 
of infectious diseases, worsen chronic illnesses, increase mental health challenges, and place 
mounting pressure on already overstretched health systems. 
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FINANCIAL TIMES 
 
World Bank drops climate finance target under US pressure 
By: Attracta Mooney 
 
The World Bank has dropped a crucial target for climate finance following intense pressure from 
the US, as the lender’s biggest shareholder upends decades of global co-operation on tackling 
rising temperatures. 
 
GMA NEWS 
 
Climate change behind sweltering World Cup, scientists say 
By: Amy Tennery 
 
Climate change linked to fossil fuel use set the stage for extraordinary heat and humidity that 
has cast at least one World Cup game into a potential danger zone, according to the World 
Weather Attribution group of climate scientists. 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Kenya's climate lessons for the Philippines' El Niño fight 
By: Billie Dumaliang 
 
We often think of the Philippines through the lens of water. We prepare for stronger typhoons, 
rising seas, and devastating floods. Drought has always been part of the 
conversation—especially during El Niño years—but it has rarely occupied the same place in our 
national consciousness. 
 
[Opinion] When disaster strikes, protection should already be there 
By: Jaime Aristotle B. Alip 
 
FROM THE MARGINS 
 
Every year seems to bring a new reminder that the Philippines is one of the world's most 
disaster-prone countries. 
 
PALAWAN NEWS 
 
DENR adopts global nature-based solutions standard for climate resilience 
By: Jan Elmer Badilla 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has adopted an international 
framework that makes ecosystem restoration a key strategy in protecting communities from 
climate change and natural disasters. 
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Philippines launches first national policy on nature-based climate solutions 
By: Jan Elmer Badilla 
 
The Philippines has launched its first National Nature-based Solutions (NbS) Policy and 
Nature-based Solutions Catalogue, establishing a national framework that uses ecosystems 
such as forests, mangroves and coastal habitats to address climate change, protect biodiversity 
and strengthen disaster resilience. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Super typhoon Bavi may enter PAR by Wednesday 
 
Super typhoon Bavi remained outside the Philippine area of responsibility (PAR) as of 3 a.m., 
according to weather bureau Pagasa (Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical 
Services Administration). 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 

DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Beyond preparedness: Building a Panatag na Bagong Pilipinas in a climate-altered era 
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje 
 
As the country observes National Disaster Resilience Month, we are not merely reflecting on 
preparedness. We are being tested by it. 
 
GIZ 
 
World Bank drops climate finance target under US pressure 
 
The Transformative Actions for Climate and Ecological Protection and Development 
(TRANSCEND) Project convened members of its technical working groups to discuss project 
implementation During the two-day event held on 30 June–1 July, representatives from partner 
national and local government agencies, implementing organizations, and civil society 
organizations (CSOs) shared implementation experiences, best practices, challenges, and next 
steps in advancing climate action and biodiversity conservation. 
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PUNTO 
 
Climate Change Commission, Bataan State U convene climate summit for net-zero future 
 
The Climate Change Commission, in partnership with Bataan Peninsula State University 
(BPSU), gathered national and local stakeholders for the Bataan Climate Action Summit to 
strengthen local climate action and advance the province’s shared vision of achieving a 
NetZero, Livable Bataan by 2050. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ABS CBN 
 
El Nino set to be strong, UN warns 
 
El Nino will quickly develop into a strong event between July and September, fuelling the 
likelihood of extreme weather, the United Nations' weather and climate agency warned Friday. 
 
The World Meteorological Organization said El Nino had already set in, and would quickly gain 
strength, as it warned countries to brace for impact. 
 
El Nino is a natural climate phenomenon that warms surface temperatures in the central and 
eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean, bringing worldwide changes in winds, pressure and rainfall 
patterns. 
 
It typically takes place every two to seven years and lasts around nine to 12 months. 
 
Conditions oscillate between El Nino and its opposite La Nina, with neutral conditions in 
between. 
 
The WMO's monthly Global Seasonal Climate Update points towards "a rapid development into 
a strong El Nino event during July-September". 
 
The UN agency classifies El Nino events as weak, moderate, strong or very strong, meaning it 
is set to reach the third-highest level out of four. 
 
"El Nino conditions have developed in the tropical Pacific and are forecast to strengthen rapidly 
over the coming months, increasing the likelihood of... extreme weather events in many parts of 
the world," the WMO said. 
 
HEATWAVE RISKS 
 
The Geneva-based agency said that forecasts produced by leading global climate centres, 
using different models, indicate a consistent and significant warming of ocean temperatures 
across the central and eastern equatorial Pacific. 
 
"Seasonal-average sea-surface temperature anomalies expected to exceed 2C in key 
monitoring regions," it said. 
 
The models show "remarkable agreement, providing high confidence in the outlook", the WMO 
said. 
 
"El Nino is expected to continue strengthening during the Northern Hemisphere autumn, with its 
influence extending across many regions of the globe. 
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"Meanwhile, the equatorial Atlantic basin is expected to remain generally warmer than average." 
 
The last El Nino contributed to making 2023 the second-hottest year on record and 2024 the 
all-time high at around 1.55C  above the 1850-1900 pre-industrial average. 
 
While El Nino usually peaks between November and February, the resulting spike in 
temperatures typically comes later down the line. 
 
"El Nino conditions are already under way and are forecast to strengthen rapidly into a strong 
event," said WMO chief Celeste Saulo. 
 
"This will intensify the chances of drought and heavy rainfall and the risk of heatwaves on land 
and marine heatwaves in many regions." 
 
The WMO said it was stepping up early warning support to help guide preparedness, especially 
in climate-sensitive sectors like agriculture and health. 
 
"Advanced seasonal forecasts and early warnings are vital to save lives and cushion the impact 
on our economies and our communities," said Saulo. 
 
TEMPERATURE IMPACT 
 
The update predicts an overwhelming likelihood of above-average temperatures across most 
land areas between 60 degrees south and 60 degrees north -- covering nearly all populated 
areas outside the polar regions. 
 
And the July to September rainfall outlook is consistent with a strengthening El Nino, with 
above-normal rainfall forecast in some areas such as portions of the southwestern United 
States, and below normal forecast across the Indian subcontinent and much of Australia. 
 
The WMO says there is no evidence that climate change increases the frequency or intensity of 
El Nino events. 
 
However, the agency believes it can amplify the associated effects, because a warmer ocean 
and atmosphere increase the availability of energy and moisture for extreme weather events, 
such as heatwaves and heavy rainfall. 
 
During the northern hemisphere summer, warm waters associated with El Nino can fuel 
hurricanes in the central and eastern Pacific, while hindering their development in the Atlantic 
Ocean.  
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BUSINESS WORLD 
 
Mitigating the impact of climate change on public health 
By: Teodoro B. Padilla 
 
Climate change is often discussed in terms of stronger typhoons, rising seas, and 
record-breaking temperatures. Yet one of its most profound consequences is less visible: its 
growing impact on human health. Every heatwave, flood, and extreme weather event leaves 
behind more than damaged homes and disrupted livelihoods. They also contribute to the spread 
of infectious diseases, worsen chronic illnesses, increase mental health challenges, and place 
mounting pressure on already overstretched health systems. 
 
Rising temperatures, heavier rainfall, prolonged droughts, and more frequent flooding create 
conditions that fuel the spread of vector- and water-borne diseases such as malaria, dengue, 
cholera, typhoid, and leptospirosis. Vulnerable communities face heightened risks of 
malnutrition, heat-related illnesses, respiratory conditions, infectious diseases, and mental 
health disorders. Climate-related disasters also strain healthcare infrastructure, disrupt medicine 
supply chains, displace health workers, and undermine the delivery of Universal Health Care 
(UHC), particularly in areas where healthcare resources are already limited. 
 
Low- and middle-income countries like the Philippines are among those bearing the greatest 
burden. The World Health Organization (WHO) warns that countries with weaker health systems 
are the least equipped to prepare for and respond to the health impacts of climate change 
without sustained support. For nations already confronting resource constraints, the 
convergence of climate and health crises threatens to reverse decades of progress in public 
health, economic development, and poverty reduction. 
 
Recognizing these growing challenges, the Philippine government has taken important steps to 
integrate climate action into the country’s health agenda. In January 2025, the Department of 
Health (DoH) formally established the Health and Climate Change Office (HCCO), making the 
Philippines one of the few countries in Asia with a dedicated office focused on the intersection of 
climate and health. The HCCO is tasked with coordinating climate-related health programs, 
resilience planning, and policy integration across DoH units, local government units (LGUs), and 
the Climate Change Commission (CCC), reflecting a whole-of-government approach to 
addressing climate-related health risks. 
 
The DoH and the CCC have likewise strengthened their collaboration in developing policies, 
implementing adaptation initiatives, and promoting public awareness. These efforts complement 
broader national priorities under the Philippine Development Plan 2023-2028, the Universal 
Health Care Act, and the country’s first National Adaptation Plan (NAP), which identifies health 
as one of its priority sectors for climate resilience. 
 
Drafted jointly by the CCC and the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), 
the NAP seeks to reduce the country’s vulnerability to climate change by strengthening adaptive 
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capacity and integrating climate resilience into national and local policies, programs, and 
investments. By recognizing health as a central component of climate adaptation, the plan 
underscores that protecting people must remain at the heart of the country’s climate response. 
 
Building climate-resilient health systems is equally critical. Hospitals, rural health units, and 
other healthcare facilities must be able to continue delivering essential services even during 
extreme weather events. Investments in resilient infrastructure, reliable electricity and water 
systems, emergency communications, uninterrupted medicine supply chains, and vaccine cold 
storage help ensure that healthcare services remain accessible when communities need them 
most. Beyond protecting patients and healthcare workers, these investments also improve 
long-term operational efficiency and support more environmentally sustainable healthcare 
delivery. 
 
Public awareness is another essential pillar of climate resilience. Empowering Filipinos with 
knowledge about the health effects of climate change encourages healthier and more 
climate-resilient behaviors while strengthening support for sustainable public policies. 
Communities that understand the risks posed by extreme heat, poor air quality, flooding, unsafe 
water, and food insecurity are better prepared to protect themselves and respond during 
emergencies. 
 
Climate change also reinforces the importance of the One Health approach, which recognizes 
that the health of people is closely interconnected with the health of animals and the 
environment. Strengthening surveillance across these sectors enables earlier detection of 
emerging infectious diseases and improves preparedness for future public health threats. 
 
Robust disease surveillance remains one of the country’s strongest defenses against 
climate-sensitive diseases. The HCCO is strengthening monitoring systems for vector- and 
water-borne diseases while establishing a national database to track heat-related illnesses and 
respiratory conditions associated with rising temperatures. Using near real-time data allows 
health authorities to detect outbreaks earlier, identify diseases spreading into new geographic 
areas or seasons, and respond before they escalate into larger public health emergencies. 
Preventing climate-related illness through early detection and preparedness is ultimately more 
effective, and far less costly, than responding after disasters have already taken their toll. 
 
The research-based biopharmaceutical industry likewise has an important role to play in 
strengthening health system resilience. Beyond developing innovative medicines, vaccines, and 
therapies for diseases that may become more prevalent because of climate change, the 
industry supports disease surveillance, health worker training, community education, and 
programs that expand access to quality healthcare, particularly in vulnerable communities. 
These efforts complement government initiatives to build more resilient and responsive health 
systems. 
 
The industry is also committed to reducing its own environmental footprint. Many 
research-based pharmaceutical companies are lowering carbon emissions throughout their 
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operations and value chains, increasing the use of renewable energy, improving energy 
efficiency, reducing water consumption, minimizing waste, and expanding recycling initiatives. 
These sustainability efforts demonstrate that protecting public health and protecting the 
environment are mutually reinforcing goals. 
 
The fight against climate change cannot rest on any single institution or sector alone. It requires 
sustained collaboration. Climate change may be inevitable, but many of its health 
consequences can be prevented or mitigated through sound policies, resilient health systems, 
scientific innovation, and collective action. Every investment in climate adaptation and public 
health resilience is ultimately an investment in protecting lives.  
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FINANCIAL TIMES 
 
World Bank drops climate finance target under US pressure 
By: Attracta Mooney 
 
The World Bank has dropped a crucial target for climate finance following intense pressure from 
the US, as the lender’s biggest shareholder upends decades of global co-operation on tackling 
rising temperatures. 
 
The World Bank said on Monday evening it would extend its climate change action plan, but 
would “retire” the target that 45 per cent of its financing would go to projects that offered climate 
“co-benefits”. 
 
The decision came after months of negotiations. European shareholder nations, alongside many 
developing client countries, had argued for retaining the target and saving the climate action 
plan, while the US — which holds effective veto power and the largest controlling vote at the 
World Bank — pushed for their demise. 
 
In an internal memo to staff, World Bank president Ajay Banga said the development lender’s 
“work on climate is and will remain firmly client-driven, supporting them in delivering on their 
own ambitions”. 
 
But an official close to the talks said “the optics are terrible”, adding that countries were forced 
“to find a way to accommodate the voodoo science of the United States”. 
 
The move comes just months after US President Donald Trump, who has called climate change 
a hoax, pulled the country from the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, the world’s 
most important climate treaty. Last year, the FT reported that the US was pushing the World 
Bank and other multilateral development banks to finance more fossil-fuel projects. 
 
US Treasury secretary Scott Bessent in April said the climate finance target “breeds inefficiency, 
distorts economic decision-making and moves the bank away from its core mission”. 
 
The bank had already met the target, providing $39.2bn — 48 per cent — in financing for 
projects with climate benefits last year. 
 
Danny Scull, a US-based senior policy adviser at green think-tank E3G, said both donor and 
client countries had come together to ensure the World Bank was aligned with the Paris climate 
agreement and was tracking and reporting on climate finance. “That’s all easy to gloss over but 
really important,” he said. 
 
Financing from multilateral development banks forms a crucial part of a separate target agreed 
by more than 190 countries at UN climate talks. Developed countries said they would provide at 

 
10 

https://www.ft.com/content/e025a4a1-7b24-4331-af03-70aa9a60e492?syn-25a6b1a6=1


 

least $300bn by 2035 to developing nations to transition and adapt their economies to climate 
change. 
 
Multilateral development banks committed to providing at least $120bn annually in collective 
climate finance for low- and middle-income countries by 2030 during talks in Baku in 2024. 
 
Simon Stiell, head of the UN’s climate change arm, told the FT that the role of the World Bank 
and other MDBs was “central” in providing climate finance, especially as public finance was 
“constrained and curtailed”. 
 
Speaking at the Hamburg Sustainability Conference on Tuesday, Paschal Donohoe, managing 
director and chief knowledge officer at the World Bank, said the World Bank had been “working 
very hard” on how to “embed our climate work into all of our development work”.  
 
He said the extension of the framework was very important, adding the bank would now focus 
on how it can monitor and report on what has been achieved rather than “just tracking what has 
been spent”. 
 
The decision to scrap the target marks a rapid shift for the World Bank, whose previous 
president David Malpass stepped down early from his post following sustained criticism over the 
lender’s response to climate change under his leadership. 
 
People close to the World Bank talks said there was strong demand from borrowing countries 
for climate finance, arguing that development was often strongly tied to shifting energy systems 
and dealing with the problems that a warming world creates. The past three years were the 
hottest on record.  
 
Despite the demise of the climate finance goal, one official argued that with the climate plan still 
in place — and with the bank already exceeding the target — “careful stewardship” would mean 
the bank could continue providing financing for green efforts.  
 
“The Americans get what they want — the death of the target — but everybody else living in the 
real world gets what they want too,” they said. 
 
But if the bank retreated on climate finance, there was a risk donor countries would shift to 
working with other development banks in order to meet their own climate finance targets, the 
official said.  
 
The US Treasury did not respond to a request for comment. 
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GMA NEWS 
 
Climate change behind sweltering World Cup, scientists say 
By: Amy Tennery 
 
Climate change linked to fossil fuel use set the stage for extraordinary heat and humidity that 
has cast at least one World Cup game into a potential danger zone, according to the World 
Weather Attribution group of climate scientists. 
 
Saturday's game between Paraguay and France is set to kick off at 5:00 p.m. ET in Philadelphia 
with temperatures that exceed FIFPRO's recommendations for safe play, as a heat dome settles 
over large swaths of the US and parts of Canada. 
 
The US National Weather Service warned this week that the heat dome - a high-pressure 
system which traps hot air beneath it - could see heat indices hit 105 to 115 degrees Fahrenheit 
in parts of the Midwest and East Coast, with many World Cup host sites affected. 
 
The conditions threaten to strain power grids and impact outdoor celebrations for the United 
States' 250th anniversary in a busy Fourth of July holiday weekend. 
 
"When a historic Fourth of July celebration is disrupted, and World Cup matches are played in 
conditions that are unsafe for players and fans, it shouldn't take another scientific study to wake 
people up," Friederike Otto, Professor of Climate Science at the Centre for Environmental 
Policy, Imperial College London, said in a statement. 
 
“Climate change is here, it’s already impacting the things we enjoy in our everyday lives, and it 
will continue to get worse the longer we drag out the inevitable transition to net zero emissions." 
 
Soaring temperatures and sweltering humidity have become a key talking point of the 
tournament a year after the world players' union FIFPRO sounded the alarm over dangerous 
heat at the Club World Cup, which was played in the US. 
 
FIFPRO praised FIFA in December for making an effort to "align the competition schedule 
planning and venue selection with the concerns around player health" at the World Cup, but 
said there were still some games that had risk attached. 
 
"The lesson for everyone in the industry is that with a warming planet, heat conditions will play a 
bigger part in tournament and league scheduling decisions in the future," FIFPRO said. 
 
Soccer's world governing body, however, has no rule that would automatically trigger the 
postponement of a match because of extreme heat. FIFA was not immediately available to 
comment.  
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
[Opinion] When disaster strikes, protection should already be there 
By: Jaime Aristotle B. Alip 
 
FROM THE MARGINS 
 
Every year seems to bring a new reminder that the Philippines is one of the world's most 
disaster-prone countries. 
 
This year alone, we experienced earthquakes in Mindanao and authorities have warned of the 
“Big One” that could affect Metro Manila and adjacent provinces. Prolonged dry spells 
associated with El Niño are threatening agricultural communities, while stronger typhoons 
underscore the threat of climate change. For millions of Filipinos — particularly farmers, 
fisherfolk, informal workers, and low-income families — these are no longer distant possibilities 
but recurring realities. 
 
When disasters strike, humanitarian assistance is indispensable. Communities come together, 
governments mobilize, and relief organizations respond with remarkable generosity. Yet 
experience has taught us that recovery cannot depend on aid after the fact. True resilience 
begins long before disaster arrives. 
 
That is why I found the keynote message of Philippine Insurance Commissioner Reynaldo 
Regalado during the recently-held International Cooperative and Mutual Insurance Federation 
(ICMIF) Mutual Microinsurance Network Seminar especially timely. 
 
His message was refreshingly simple: the Insurance Commission does not see itself merely as 
a regulator of microinsurance but as its collaborator. 
 
That distinction matters. 
 
The remarkable growth of microinsurance in the Philippines did not happen by accident. It 
resulted from years of collaboration among regulators, mutual benefit associations (MBAs) with 
their microfinance networks, and other insurers working toward one shared goal: making 
insurance accessible to those who need it most. 
 
Commissioner Regalado illustrated this through stories that remind us why microinsurance 
exists in the first place. 
 
He spoke of Enie Alsonado from Lanao del Norte, who lost his life while helping his family 
evacuate during the floods brought by Typhoon Sendong in 2011. Although the family lost 
almost everything, Enie’s microinsurance benefit became their foundation for rebuilding. 
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He also shared the story of farmer Teresita Fronda, whose microinsurance claim after a typhoon 
destroyed her crops enabled her family to recover and continue farming. 
 
Microinsurance pays modest payouts, yet, for families with limited incomes, it can mean the 
difference between rebuilding and falling permanently into poverty. 
 
The progress of the Philippine microinsurance sector reflects this vision. According to 
Commissioner Regalado, by the end of 2025, the Insurance Commission had recorded 49 
active providers of microinsurance, including 26 MBAs, offering more than 250 approved 
products. Insurance penetration and premium collections continue to grow, showing that more 
Filipinos now recognize insurance as an essential component of financial security. 
 
Equally encouraging is the Commission's support for innovations such as microtakaful, which 
extends financial protection to Muslim communities through products aligned with Islamic 
principles. Financial inclusion, after all, is most meaningful when it also respects the cultural and 
religious diversity of the people it serves. 
 
Resilience is built through partnerships. The Insurance Commission's collaboration with the 
Cooperative Development Authority, its endorsement of the Cape Town Declaration on Inclusive 
Insurance, and its continuing engagement with international organizations like ICMIF all 
demonstrate that expanding financial protection requires government, the private sector, 
cooperatives, and development partners to work together. 
 
This collaborative approach becomes even more urgent as climate risks continue to intensify. 
Beyond access to savings and credit, financial inclusion must also include protection. 
 
Savings help families prepare. Credit helps them invest. Insurance helps them recover. 
Together, these three pillars create the financial resilience that allows vulnerable households not 
only to survive disasters but to rebuild their lives and livelihoods afterward. 
 
Commissioner Regalado concluded his remarks by invoking the Filipino value of bayanihan -- 
neighbors coming together to carry a bahay-kubo to safer ground. 
 
It is a fitting metaphor for microinsurance MBAs. 
 
At its core, microinsurance MBAs embody shared responsibility. Members contribute not only for 
their own protection but also for the security of their co-members. More than a financial product, 
insurance becomes a community institution founded on solidarity, trust, and compassion. 
 
As I wrote last week, this is precisely why the Philippine microinsurance MBA model continues 
to attract international attention. For many years, our MBAs have worked alongside the 
Insurance Commission and other stakeholders to demonstrate that insurance can successfully 
reach even the poorest households when products are affordable, claims are simple and 
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processed quickly, and communities become active participants rather than passive 
beneficiaries. 
 
As climate-related disasters become more frequent and more severe, the question is no longer 
whether they will occur. They will. 
 
The more important question is whether vulnerable families will face them alone or with the 
financial protection needed to recover with dignity. 
 
We can ensure preparedness not only with evacuation plans, stronger infrastructure, or early 
warning systems. We can ensure that families possess the financial resilience to begin again 
after the storm has passed. 
 
That is the quiet but powerful promise of microinsurance. And in a country where disasters are 
an unfortunate certainty, it may well be one of the most meaningful expressions of bayanihan we 
can offer one another.  

 
15 



 

Kenya's climate lessons for the Philippines' El Niño fight 
By: Billie Dumaliang 
 
We often think of the Philippines through the lens of water. We prepare for stronger typhoons, 
rising seas, and devastating floods. Drought has always been part of the 
conversation—especially during El Niño years—but it has rarely occupied the same place in our 
national consciousness. 
 
That may soon have to change. 
 
The prospect of a strong El Niño in 2026 comes at a time when communities are already facing 
the combined pressures of climate change, rising food prices, and growing uncertainty over 
water and agriculture. Longer and more intense dry spells are no longer isolated events. They 
are becoming increasingly common. They are becoming part of a new climate reality that even 
tropical countries like ours must prepare for. 
 
It was against this backdrop that I accepted the invitation of the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification (UNCCD) to join this year's global observance of Desertification and 
Drought Day in Kilifi County, Kenya. I expected to learn more about drylands and desertification. 
Instead, I came home thinking differently about drought—and about how much the Philippines 
can learn from countries that have lived with it for generations. 
 
Held in Kilifi County under the theme "Rangelands: Recognize. Respect. Restore.", the 
celebration brought together government leaders, scientists, pastoralists, students, youth 
leaders, and local communities. Kenya's drylands and rangelands cover nearly 80 percent of the 
country's land area and support millions of people through pastoralism, livestock production, 
and related livelihoods. It quickly became clear that rangelands are not simply open 
spaces—they are working landscapes that sustain both nature and people. 
 
But what exactly are rangelands? 
 
Rangelands are natural or semi-natural landscapes dominated by grasses, shrubs, and 
scattered trees that support wildlife, grazing animals, and the communities that depend on them. 
Savannas are perhaps the world's best-known rangelands, but they are not the only ones. The 
more I listened, the more I realized that the Philippines has its own versions: the grasslands of 
Mindoro that provide habitat for the critically endangered tamaraw, grazing lands in Masbate 
and Bukidnon, and open landscapes in Batanes. The ecosystems may look very different from 
our forests, but they also deserve thoughtful stewardship. Not every open landscape is simply a 
forest waiting to happen. 
 
One of my favorite conversations during the event was at the booth of Kenya's National Drought 
Management Authority. The representative explained that Kenya prepares for drought 
continuously. Preparation begins long before reservoirs run dry or crops fail. 
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Among the measures they highlighted were monitoring rainfall and vegetation conditions, 
issuing early warning advisories, promoting drought-tolerant crops, conserving water resources, 
storing livestock feed during good seasons, and helping farmers and local communities adapt 
before livelihoods are threatened. Rather than reacting to disaster, the goal is to reduce its 
impact before it unfolds. 
 
It was a simple conversation, but it stayed with me. 
 
In the Philippines, we often mobilize when disasters strike. Yet drought develops differently. It 
arrives quietly. Rivers recede gradually. Crops weaken over months. Food prices begin to rise 
before many people notice what is happening. By the time the effects are obvious, families and 
farmers may already be struggling. 
 
Perhaps this is why this year's observance resonated so strongly. 
 
For many years, conversations about drought and desertification were seen largely through an 
African lens. Today, climate change is erasing those distinctions. Even tropical countries like the 
Philippines must now confront longer dry spells, increasing water stress, and the challenge of 
protecting both livelihoods and ecosystems from a changing climate. 
 
The Philippines may never have Africa's vast savannas or pastoral traditions. But we can 
certainly learn from countries that have spent decades building resilience. Sometimes the 
greatest value of traveling halfway around the world is not discovering how different another 
country is—it is discovering how relevant its experience has become to our own. 
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PALAWAN NEWS 
 
DENR adopts global nature-based solutions standard for climate resilience 
By: Jan Elmer Badilla 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has adopted an international 
framework that makes ecosystem restoration a key strategy in protecting communities from 
climate change and natural disasters. 
 
Under DENR Administrative Order No. 2026-30, signed on June 29, the agency formally 
institutionalized the International Union for Conservation of Nature Global Standard for 
Nature-based Solutions (NbS), integrating ecosystem-based approaches into its policies, 
programs, and long-term planning. 
 
Environment Secretary Juan Miguel Cuna said the policy recognizes nature as a critical partner 
in protecting Filipino communities. 
 
“This policy turns nature into a frontline partner for Filipino families. By restoring forests, 
mangroves and urban green spaces, we reduce flood risk, secure water supplies, and protect 
livelihoods,” Cuna said. 
 
Under the new policy, the DENR will prioritize restoring forests and watersheds, rehabilitating 
mangroves, coral reefs and wetlands, protecting seagrass beds, expanding urban green 
spaces, and improving flood control in areas most vulnerable to climate change. 
 
The department will also create a technical working group to oversee implementation, monitor 
results, and develop a national roadmap for nature-based projects using the IUCN’s global 
standards. 
 
To measure the effectiveness of these initiatives, the DENR will track indicators such as reduced 
flooding, cleaner water, increased forest and coastal habitat cover, improved biodiversity, and 
better livelihood opportunities for communities. 
 
The policy also requires the integration of nature-based solutions into the agency’s annual 
planning and budgeting, while establishing a national registry to monitor ecosystem restoration 
projects across the country. 
 
The DENR said it will work with local governments, Indigenous Peoples, civil society 
organizations, academic institutions, and the private sector to implement the program. 
 
Funding for the initiative may come from government appropriations, development partners, 
payments for ecosystem services, and carbon and blue carbon financing. 
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Cuna said investing in ecosystem restoration can directly benefit communities by reducing 
disaster risks and creating sustainable livelihoods. 
 
“We are mainstreaming NbS into regional and municipal plans and ensuring dedicated budget 
lines so that every peso invested yields both ecological recovery and household security. For a 
typical Filipino household, NbS means fewer days lost to flood damage, cleaner water for 
drinking and farming, and new livelihood opportunities from restored ecosystems,” he said.
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Philippines launches first national policy on nature-based climate solutions 
By: Jan Elmer Badilla 
 
The Philippines has launched its first National Nature-based Solutions (NbS) Policy and 
Nature-based Solutions Catalogue, establishing a national framework that uses ecosystems 
such as forests, mangroves and coastal habitats to address climate change, protect biodiversity 
and strengthen disaster resilience. 
 
The initiative was launched by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
in partnership with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) through the 
Accelerating Green and Climate Finance for Nature-based Solutions (AGCF) Project, with 
support from the Embassy of Canada in the Philippines and the NbS Support Network. 
 
UNDP described the policy as “a huge leap forward” towards efforts to mitigate climate change.” 
 
The agency said the catalogue serves as “a playbook of 21 powerful examples of nature-based 
solutions—from restoring forests to rehabilitating coastlines—making it easier to fund and 
implement them.” 
 
According to UNDP, the policy is intended to encourage smarter investments in 
ecosystem-based projects while creating sustainable livelihood opportunities for communities 
through environmental protection. 
 
The organization also said nature-based solutions can help communities better withstand the 
impacts of typhoons, flooding and other climate-related hazards by strengthening adaptation 
and resilience. 
 
“This is more than just policy; it’s about building a greener, more resilient, and prosperous future 
for every Filipino,” UNDP said. 
 
The policy is expected to guide government agencies, local governments and development 
partners in integrating nature-based approaches into climate action and sustainable 
development programs nationwide. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Super typhoon Bavi may enter PAR by Wednesday 
 
Super typhoon Bavi remained outside the Philippine area of responsibility (PAR) as of 3 a.m., 
according to weather bureau Pagasa (Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical 
Services Administration). 
 
Based on Pagasa’s latest track, the cyclone may enter PAR by Wednesday morning and will be 
assigned the local name Inday. 
 
But on Sunday, most parts of the country continued to experience generally fair weather. 
 
Pagasa said isolated rain showers and thunderstorms remain possible due to the easterlies and 
localized thunderstorms. 
 
The weather bureau said the easterlies, or warm winds coming from the Pacific Ocean, are 
affecting the eastern sections of Luzon and the Visayas. 
 
Cagayan Valley, Bicol Region, Eastern Visayas, Aurora, Quezon, and Dinagat Islands may 
experience partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or thunderstorms, while 
Metro Manila and the rest of the country will also have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated 
rain showers or thunderstorms. 
 
Winds, gustiness 
Pagasa warned that severe thunderstorms could still trigger flash floods or landslides in 
vulnerable areas. 
 
Bavi was located 2,700 kilometers east of Eastern Visayas, packing maximum sustained winds 
of 195 kilometers per hour (km/h) near the center and gustiness of up to 240 km/h while moving 
westward at 15 km/h. 
 
Forecasters said landfall in any part of the country remains less likely at this time, although the 
supertyphoon could pass close to extreme northern Luzon or the Batanes area. 
 
Pagasa advised the public, particularly residents in northern Luzon and areas along the eastern 
seaboard, to continue monitoring updates as the track and intensity forecast may still change in 
the coming days. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 

DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Beyond preparedness: Building a Panatag na Bagong Pilipinas in a climate-altered era 
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje 
 
As the country observes National Disaster Resilience Month, we are not merely reflecting on 
preparedness. We are being tested by it. 
 
In just the first half of this year, our country has confronted a succession of crises — from the 
simultaneous volcanic unrest of Mount Kanlaon and Mayon, to the powerful earthquake in 
Mindanao, and a series of destructive early-season tropical cyclones. Together with severe 
weather events, they remind us that disasters no longer occur neatly one after another. 
Increasingly, risks overlap, cascade and compound. An earthquake can weaken slopes that 
later collapse under heavy rains. Successive storms can overwhelm already saturated 
watersheds. Climate change does not replace existing hazards; it amplifies risks and makes 
their consequences more complex and lethal.  
 
Certainly, today’s risks require more than preparedness alone. This year’s theme, “Naghahanda 
at Kumikilos Tungo sa Panatag na Bagong Pilipinas,” reminds us that resilience is no longer 
measured by how well we recover after disaster strikes but by how effectively we reduce risks 
before hazards become disasters.   
 
Meeting this challenge requires anticipatory governance. Climate adaptation, disaster risk 
reduction and management, resilient infrastructure, responsible land use, and science-based 
planning all help reduce risk before it translates into losses and damages. Through the National 
Adaptation Plan 2023 to 2050, alongside our disaster risk reduction and management efforts, 
the Philippines is strengthening this shift from reacting to disasters toward preparing for them. 
 
A science-based approach, however, creates resilience only when public policy shapes and 
encourages investment, and everyday decisions. The greater challenge is translating science 
into policy, policy into practice, and practice into everyday behavior. 
 
Flooding illustrates this well. We often watch roads and low-lying houses disappear beneath 
floodwaters and communities suffer enormous losses. Yet many floods become more 
destructive because waterways are clogged, drainage systems are neglected, ecosystems are 
degraded, settlements expand into danger zones, and regulations go unenforced. Nature may 
bring the rain, but whether rain becomes disaster is often shaped by the choices we make long 
before the first clouds gather. 
 
How, then, do we know whether we are becoming more resilient? 
 

 
22 

https://tribune.net.ph/2026/07/05/beyond-preparedness-building-a-panatag-na-bagong-pilipinas-in-a-climate-altered-era


 

Ultimately, resilience is measured by our ability to reduce both economic and non-economic 
losses. But we need not wait for the next disaster to judge our progress. True resilience is seen 
now in science-backed policies, strictly enforced standards, and a culture of preparedness 
across all institutions and citizens. 
 
Our goal is not simply to prepare for disasters. It is to build a society where preparation 
becomes second nature; where prevention is part of everyday life; where institutions inspire 
confidence through competence; and where citizens respond to danger with discipline because 
they trust the systems, the science, and each other. That is the foundation of a Filipino culture of 
responsibility — where protecting one another is second nature, and resilience begins long 
before disaster strikes. 
 
Behind every statistic is a family rebuilding a home, a child returning to school, a farmer 
replanting a field, or a community finding the strength to begin again. 
Every disaster should leave us not only with damage to repair, but with lessons that make us 
stronger than we were before. The losses demand compassion. The lessons demand action. A 
resilient nation never stops learning, never stops preparing, and never stops improving. 
That is how we build a truly Panatag na Bagong Pilipinas.  
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GIZ 
 
World Bank drops climate finance target under US pressure 
 
The Transformative Actions for Climate and Ecological Protection and Development 
(TRANSCEND) Project convened members of its technical working groups to discuss project 
implementation During the two-day event held on 30 June–1 July, representatives from partner 
national and local government agencies, implementing organizations, and civil society 
organizations (CSOs) shared implementation experiences, best practices, challenges, and next 
steps in advancing climate action and biodiversity conservation. 
 
In his opening remarks, Secretary Robert E.A. Borje of the Climate Change Commission 
highlighted the importance of stronger coordination among the different technical working 
groups to achieve the project's vision. According to him, "Climate change and biodiversity loss 
do not operate within sectoral or institutional boundaries, and neither can our solutions." 
 
DENR Undersecretary for Finance, Information Systems, and Climate Change Analiza 
Rebuelta-Teh also sent her opening message to the project stakeholders, reiterating the need to 
translate plans into concrete actions on the ground. 
 
On behalf of the German Embassy Manila, Mr. Mathias Kruse expressed the embassy's 
continued support for the country's climate and biodiversity goals through the TRANSCEND 
Project. Meanwhile, Immanuel Gebhardt, GIZ Country Director for the Philippines and the 
Pacific Islands, underscored the importance of co-creation to ensure that interventions can be 
scaled up by both local and national governments beyond the project's duration. 
 
One of the highlights of the two-day event was the parallel meetings of all the technical working 
groups (TWGs), during which participants discussed the progress of each output and 
strategically planned the next steps. Each TWG consists of output leads, government partners 
from both the national and local levels, partner organizations, CSOs, and representatives from 
the academe. 
 
Panel discussions were also conducted. The first focused on implementation experiences from 
the field, with partners from local government units (LGUs) sharing how the project is being 
implemented in response to the different needs and contexts of the project sites. The second 
panel discussion focused on the key highlights of the TWG meetings, ensuring that participants 
were informed about the progress of each working group. 
 
Cross-cutting themes were also highlighted during the knowledge exchange, giving priority to 
various technical topics such as Transport Measurement, Reporting and Verification (MRV), the 
Enhanced Local Climate Change Action Plan, Safeguard Monitoring, Local Scoping of Climate 
and Biodiversity Policies, and the Gender Action Plan of the National Adaptation Plan.  
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PUNTO 
 
Climate Change Commission, Bataan State U convene climate summit for net-zero future 
 
The Climate Change Commission, in partnership with Bataan Peninsula State University 
(BPSU), gathered national and local stakeholders for the Bataan Climate Action Summit to 
strengthen local climate action and advance the province’s shared vision of achieving a 
NetZero, Livable Bataan by 2050. 
 
Held from June 29 to 30 at the Bataan Tourism Pavilion in Balanga City, the summit brought 
together representatives from national government agencies, local government units, the private 
sector, and the academe to discuss the province’s climate situation, decarbonization pathways, 
climate investments, technology adoption, and strategies to build resilience toward a net-zero 
and livable future. 
 
The two-day event also highlighted community-based climate action, livelihood support, 
greening initiatives, and inclusive participation of the youth, Indigenous Peoples, and other 
vulnerable sectors, reinforcing the role of communities in addressing the impacts of climate 
change. 
 
In a video message, President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. underscored the importance of the 
summit in aligning local initiatives with the country’s climate commitments and sustainable 
development agenda. 
 
“This event provides a vital platform for policymakers, scientists, private institutions, and 
communities to realign our national goals with global climate commitments and the broader 
agenda of sustainable development,” the President said. 
 
Marcos said the government continues to lay the foundation for an inclusive and 
climate-resilient future through the National Adaptation Plan, the Nationally Determined 
Contribution Implementation Plan, and programs promoting renewable energy, sustainable 
agriculture, and climate finance. 
 
He urged Filipinos to actively support climate resilience efforts and embrace climate action as 
both a civic responsibility and a pathway to national prosperity. 
 
Climate Change Commissioner Albert Dela Cruz Sr. called for stronger collaboration among 
government, academic institutions, and stakeholders to translate commitments into concrete 
climate initiatives. 
 
“We want BPSU to be our partner with the Climate Change Commission and the Office of 
Bataan 1st District Representative Antonino Roman III for the detailed feasibility study of the 
Bataan carbon market,” he said. 
 

 
25 

https://punto.com.ph/climate-change-commission-bataan-state-u-convene-climate-summit-for-net-zero-future/


 

Dela Cruz also stressed the urgency of responding to climate change, noting that while climate 
change is a natural characteristic of a living planet, the unusually rapid pace of change poses 
serious risks. 
 
“We are here today not only to have a conference but also to sign documents for climate action. 
We are intentionally doing this in front of our young leaders. We are doing this because we are 
talking about our children; we are talking about intergenerational aspirations and 
intergenerational hopes,” he added. 
 
Meanwhile, BPSU President Ruby Santos-Matibag reaffirmed the university’s commitment to 
integrating climate action into its core functions. 
 
“For Bataan Peninsula State University, climate action is not simply a subject for discussion. It is 
a responsibility that we must fulfill through our teaching, research, campus operations, and 
service to the communities of Bataan,” she said. 
 
Santos-Matibag expressed hope that the summit would produce stronger partnerships, clearer 
commitments, and concrete actions that would benefit communities across the province. 
 
The summit reinforced the government’s commitment to strengthening science-based, inclusive, 
and collaborative climate governance while empowering local communities to contribute to the 
country’s long-term climate resilience and sustainable development goals under the Bagong 
Pilipinas agenda. 
 

  =END= 
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