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Inday slightly intensifies over Philippine Sea
By: Jamaine Punzalan and Daniza Fernandez

MANILA — Super typhoon Inday slightly intensified before Wednesday noon as it moved over
the West Philippine Sea and barreled closer to the country, PAGASA said.

Metro Manila to experience peak impact of Inday-enhanced habagat on Friday, Saturday -
PAGASA

By: Izzy Lee

MANILA — PAGASA warned that the peak impact of habagat enhanced by super typhoon Inday
is expected to be felt in Metro Manila on Friday and Saturday.

Super typhoon Inday weakens slightly
By: Ariel Rojas,

MANILA — Super typhoon Inday weakened slightly as it moves over the Philippine Sea.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/7/8/inday-slightly-intensifies-over-philippine-sea-1154
https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/7/8/inday-to-reach-peak-over-metro-manila-on-friday-saturday-pagasa-1047
https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/7/8/inday-to-reach-peak-over-metro-manila-on-friday-saturday-pagasa-1047
https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/7/9/super-typhoon-inday-weakens-slightly-0011

AP NEWS

Specialty farmers adapt harvests, protect crops in face of extreme heat
By: Joshua A. Bickel

BROOKSVILLE, Ky. (AP) — Even as the sun started to set, the day’s heat was still hanging in
the air as Annie Woods walked back out to harvest squash and zucchini on her 50-acre farm.

CONSERVATIONAL INTERNATIONAL

lim han hr ns Amazon plan n ltur
By: Will McCarry

People use one-third of the plants that grow in the Amazon.

GAVI

A Super El Nifio is coming: 5 hard-won lessons the world can learn from Africa

A powerful Super El Nifo is looming. Africa has learned hard lessons from past climate
disasters that could help the world prepare.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

FRLD board to have 9th meeting on global climate financing
By: Jan Escosio

MANILA, Philippines — The board of the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD) will
gather from July 8 to 10 for its ninth meeting to deliberate on key policy and operational matters
aimed at strengthening its ability to support developing countries most vulnerable to the impact
of climate change.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

PH seeks faster rollout of global climate fund in key meeting
By: Marita Moaje

MANILA — The Philippines has called for faster operationalization of the Global Fund for
Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD) as it hosts the fund's board meeting slated from
Wednesday to Friday, which will discuss the first batch of climate financing proposals for
vulnerable developing countries.


https://apnews.com/article/heat-dome-specialty-farmers-climate-change-e828eb5fdd188eeaa1ccd5144d34dfab
https://www.conservation.org/news/climate-change-threatens-amazon-plants-and-culture
https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/super-el-nino-coming-5-hard-won-lessons-world-can-learn-africa
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2260064/frld-board-to-have-9th-meeting-on-global-climate-financing
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1278931
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Was that climate change? Scientists ponder a deadly July 4 weekend
By: Dinah Voyles Pulver

Early July brought historic extreme weather for the fourth year in a row, and scientists again see
the "fingerprints" of climate change in a deadly Fourth of July.
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Mitigating the impact of climate change on public health
By: Teodoro B. Padilla

Climate change is often discussed in terms of stronger typhoons, rising seas, and
record-breaking temperatures. Yet one of its most profound consequences is less visible: its
growing impact on human health. Every heatwave, flood, and extreme weather event leaves
behind more than damaged homes and disrupted livelihoods. They also contribute to the spread
of infectious diseases, worsen chronic illnesses, increase mental health challenges, and place
mounting pressure on already overstretched health systems.

DAILY TRIBUNE

CCC pushes for data-driven climate policies, global cooperation at OECD forum

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) emphasized the importance of policy learning,
transparency, and evidence-based decision-making in navigating the rapidly changing global
environment during the recent Inclusive Forum on Carbon Mitigation Approaches (IFCMA).

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

PH: International capacity-building cooperation key to climate action

MANILA — The Philippines pushed for improved international capacity-building cooperation as
a key driver of more effective global climate action. At the Inclusive Forum on Carbon Mitigation
Approaches (IFCMA) on the changing global environment, the Climate Change Commission
(CCC) underscored the importance of policy learning, transparency, and evidence-based
decision-making.

Information and Knowledge Management Division
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Inday slightly intensifies over Philippine Sea
By: Jamaine Punzalan and Daniza Fernandez

MANILA — Super typhoon Inday slightly intensified before Wednesday noon as it moved over
the West Philippine Sea and barreled closer to the country, PAGASA said.

At 10 a.m., Inday was spotted 1,270 kilometers east of Northern Luzon. It was packing
maximum sustained winds of 195 kilometers per hour and up to 240 kph gusts, the state
weather bureau said.

From Thursday noon to Friday noon, heavy rainfall is expected over Occidental Mindoro,
Palawan, Antique, lloilo, Guimaras, Negros Occidental, Lanao del Norte, and Lanao del Sur.

Occidental Mindoro and Antique will continue to experience 100 to 200 mm or 4 to 8 inches of
rain from Friday noon to Saturday noon. Zambales, Bataan, Metro Manila, Cavite, Batangas,
Oriental Mindoro, Romblon, Palawan, lloilo, Guimaras, Negros Occidental, Negros Oriental,
Zamboanga del Sur, and Lanao del Norte can expect 2 to 4 inches of rain.

Flooding and landslides are possible in these areas, PAGASA warned.

PAGASA has raised signal no. 1 over the following areas, where 39 to 61 kph winds are
expected in 36 hours.

e Batanes

e Cagayan including Babuyan Islands

e Apayao

e Kalinga

e |[sabela

e Northern Aurora (Dilasag, Casiguran)

e Northern and central portions of Catanduanes (Pandan, Caramoran, Bagamanoc,
Panganiban, Viga, Gigmoto, Baras, San Miguel)

e Northeastern portion of Quirino (Maddela)

e Eastern portion of lfugao (Aguinaldo, Alfonso Lista)

e |locos Norte

e Eastern portion of Mountain Province (Natonin, Paracelis)

e Northern portion of Abra (Tineg, Lagayan, Danglas, San Juan, Lagangilang,

Licuan-Baay, Malibcong, Lacub, Daguioman, Dolores, La Paz)

“Kapag may wind signal number 1 po tayo... it doesn’t necessarily mean na may epekto agad
sa mga oras na ito. Binibigyan po tayo ng kaunting palugit, 36 hours or less, para
mapaghandaan po natin ang actual na lakas ng hangin na pwede nating maranasan,” PAGASA
Assistant Weather Services Chief Chris Perez noted.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/7/8/inday-slightly-intensifies-over-philippine-sea-1154

He said PAGASA was not discounting the possibility of raising wind signals 2 or 3 if Inday
moves further westward.

METRO MANILA BRACES FOR INDAY

The Metro Manila Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (MMDRRMC) will convene
on Wednesday to discuss the preparations for Inday, Metro Manila Council President Francis
Zamora said.

According to PAGASA, Inday is expected to reach its peak impact over Metro Manila on Friday
and Saturday.

“Sa lahat ng ating mamamayan sa buong bansa, mas mabuting handa po tayo sa posibleng
maging epekto po ng Super Typhoon Inday. Kaligtasan ng bawat Pilipino po ang talagang
tinututukan natin,” Zamora said on the sidelines of the “Mula sa Puso, Para sa Pamilya” rice
distribution drive in Muntinlupa.

In San Juan City, Zamora said that the local government already started preparing last Monday.
Among the measures they have undertaken are the clearing of drainage systems and ensuring
pumping stations are operational.

Zamora urged the public to cut down trees or branches that could possibly fall or snap during
the onslaught of Inday.

“Overall, mabuti talaga na tayo ang mindset natin dapat, we all always prepare for the worst. We
prepare for the worst and hope for the best. Hindi ‘yung magkakagulatan na lang ‘pag nandiyan
na, ‘tsaka pa lang tayo gagalaw,” he said.

In Muntinlupa, Mayor Ruffy Biazon said he would discuss with other local government officials
the city’s status, capabilities, and plan.

‘Inaasahan natin na kung talagang malakas ‘yung habagat, may mga families na madi-displace
because of our flood-prone areas at malapit kami sa lawa ng Laguna kaya marami ding mga
communities lakeshore na pwedeng maapektuhan,” Biazon said.



Metro Manila to experience peak impact of Inday-enhanced habagat on Friday, Saturday -
PAGASA

By: I1zzy Lee

MANILA — PAGASA warned that the peak impact of habagat enhanced by super typhoon Inday
is expected to be felt in Metro Manila on Friday and Saturday.

The Department of Public Works and Highways, meanwhile, identified 123 flood-prone areas
across Metro Manila.

Inday entered the Philippine area of responsibility on Wednesday morning.

At 4 a.m., it was spotted 1,405 kilometers east of northern Luzon. It was packing maximum
sustained winds of 185 kilometers per hour and up to 230 kph gusts.

Tropical cyclone wind signal no. 1 has been raised in several provinces.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/7/8/inday-to-reach-peak-over-metro-manila-on-friday-saturday-pagasa-1047
https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/7/8/inday-to-reach-peak-over-metro-manila-on-friday-saturday-pagasa-1047

Super typhoon Inday weakens slightly
By: Ariel Rojas,

MANILA — Super typhoon Inday weakened slightly as it moves over the Philippine Sea.
In its 11 p.m. Wednesday weather bulletin, PAGASA said Inday was located 1,035 kilometers
east of Northern Luzon as of 10 p.m., packing maximum sustained winds of 185 kilometers per

hour, with gusts up to 230 kph and is moving west northwestward at 20 kph.

Wind signal no. 1 is in effect in 10 provinces in Northern Luzon, northern Aurora, and most of
Catanduanes.

Inday may weaken into a typhoon on Thursday then move northwestward until it exits the
Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) on Saturday.

It is unlikely to make landfall but will pass close to Batanes Friday.

Inday is enhancing the southwest monsoon, which may bring gusty winds and up to intense
rainfall over the western sections of Mindanao, Visayas, and Luzon through the weekend.

Widespread and serious flooding and landslides may be possible in these areas.

Several local government units have already suspended classes in their respective areas in
anticipation of the combined effects of Inday and the southwest monsoon.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/7/9/super-typhoon-inday-weakens-slightly-0011
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Specialty farmers adapt harvests. protect crops in face of extreme heat
By: Joshua A. Bickel

BROOKSVILLE, Ky. (AP) — Even as the sun started to set, the day’s heat was still hanging in
the air as Annie Woods walked back out to harvest squash and zucchini on her 50-acre farm.

Prolonged and intense heat is part of a climate change-driven pattern of weather extremes that
has also led to intense flooding and prolonged drought. For farmers, this means shorter planting
windows and potential loss of crops because of periods of early-season heat followed by a
freeze.

“l think it's pretty safe to assume these kind of heat waves aren’t going away or they’re not freak
occurrences,” Woods said.

The recent heat dome, a high-pressure weather system that traps heat and humidity over a
region, affected some specialty farmers who produce crops of fruits and vegetables.
Human-driven climate change also has brought more intense heat waves and other extreme
weather.

These specialty farmers have found ways to adapt, in part by adjusting their harvest schedules
to avoid the hottest parts of the day. But they don’t always have access to the same safety net
as farmers of traditional commodity crops such as corn and soybeans when extreme weather
hits, experts say.

The heat and humidity that comes with a heat dome can be dangerous for farmworkers and is a
“serious threat to human health,” said Melissa Widhalm, the associate director at the Midwest
Regional Climate Center in West Lafayette, Indiana.

Woods works in the coolest parts of the day in the morning and evening, taking frequent water
breaks. She plants and harvests by hand, unlike larger farms that often rely on machinery. If it
gets too hot and she has to harvest, she pitches a tent she uses for farmer’s markets in the
fields to create some shade.

Heat can affect crop quality, harvest time

Extreme heat coupled with periods of rain and high humidity can also bring diseases and other
pests that can destroy crops. Right now the priority is harvesting those most-vulnerable crops,
such as tender salad greens. Woods grows vegetables and culinary herbs for restaurants in the
region and for a community supported agriculture program. Harvesting crops when it’'s too hot
outside can affect their quality, she said.


https://apnews.com/article/heat-dome-specialty-farmers-climate-change-e828eb5fdd188eeaa1ccd5144d34dfab

She’s also concerned for the health of her seedlings that will grow into fall crops. Right now,
Woods keeps her seedlings in an enclosed cabinet inside a barn where it’'s cooler. Once they’ve
germinated, she moves them into a greenhouse with fans running to keep temperatures
manageable.

“We have to do a lot of checking on the greenhouse and watering frequently to keep those teeny
tiny plants alive,” Woods said.

For some growers, the recent heat also has shortened the harvest window for certain specialty
crops.

For Paul Rasch, who owns and operates multiple fruit orchards in central lowa, the heat has
forced his crew of eight workers to step up harvesting of raspberries. Normally, they’d have
about three weeks to harvest this perishable fruit, but “we’re scrambling to pick as many as we
can,” he said.

They've started harvesting as early as 6 a.m. some mornings to finish before noon when it gets
too hot and unsafe to work. He’s also installed air conditioning inside buildings and is adding
shade outdoors with trees and covered pavilions so customers coming to pick their own fruit can
stay cool. And he’s testing a few high tunnels so he can keep conditions more consistent for
certain crops.

Rasch said that it seems like these heat events are becoming more common, more intense and
lasting longer. These events, along with floods, drought and late-spring frosts are all worrisome
and can adversely affect crops throughout the year.

“We don’t ever seem to have a typical year anymore,” he said.
Crop diversity protects against losses, insurance can be hard to access

Smaller farms like Woods’ and Rasch’s often plant and harvest a wide variety of crops
throughout the year. Part of that is a business decision, but it's also to protect against losses
that might impact one crop, but not others.

“You're always gonna have something that will thrive while other things might be more
challenged,” Woods said.

Rasch also said that crop insurance for specialty crop farmers is different than for commodity
farmers. They’re more vulnerable to extreme weather, but they aren’t as protected, he said.
Woods, who also works with the Organic Association of Kentucky, agrees and said she knows
farmers like her who have a difficult time accessing insurance because they farm such a wide
range of crops on small acreage.



And that’s because federal crop insurance programs are designed to insure single crops with
one growing season, like corn, soybean and wheat, said Duncan Orlander, a policy specialist
with the National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition.

For smaller specialty crop farmers, the paperwork required to cover a larger range of crops on
small acreage can be too burdensome and coverage for certain specialty crops may not even
be available in certain places. Crop insurers are also disincentivized to sell policies with small
premiums and potential payouts, he added.

And although there are federal programs that cover a farm’s revenue rather than their specific
crops, Orlander said these policies are complicated and widely underutilized.

“We’re not keeping up with the losses and the extreme weather that we’re seeing,” he said. “And
we have to think a little bit differently about how we are going to mitigate risk and cover losses
into the future when these things occur.”

For Woods, the community supported agriculture program she runs gives her flexibility in case
one crop fails. Her customers are supporting the farm for the season regardless of what
vegetables end up in their boxes. That program and her crop diversity is one way she “hedges
our bets” against heat, floods and drought.

“It's something you have to be aware of and plan for and have a plan to be resilient in the face
of these kind of events,” Woods said.
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Climate change threatens Amazon plants and culture
By: Will McCarry

People use one-third of the plants that grow in the Amazon.

Across the world’s most famous rainforest, more than 400 Indigenous groups draw on
thousands of native plants — for food, medicine, building materials and ritual. The knowledge
on how to use these plants has been passed down through oral tradition, forming what
researchers call a “living library.”

A new study warns that library is shrinking.

Research led by Rodrigo Camara Leret at the University of Zurich, working with Conservation
International scientist Patrick Roehrdanz, found that Amazonian peoples use at least 5,796
plant species — more than a third of the region's known flora. It's the first study to put hard
numbers on how climate change threatens that body of knowledge.

The findings offer a warning: Indigenous cultures in Amazonia could lose an average of 28 to 34
percent of the plant species they use by 2080. Many of the plants people rely on most are
already rare, confined to just a few places — and are increasingly at risk from climate change.
The losses would be local — plants disappearing from the specific areas that cultures depend
on.

“The future of biodiversity and the future of Indigenous knowledge are deeply connected, and
neither can be fully understood in isolation,” said Roehrdanz. “This study documents the
potential risks to that interconnected system and provides an opportunity to plan ahead.”

When a plant disappears, so does its name, its uses and the accumulated knowledge of its role
in the forest. The research suggests that the web of plants and the knowledge that makes them
useful is on track to shrink by 26 percent by 2080.

“It turns out that the plants that Indigenous communities rely on could be decimated more
severely than previously thought,” says Camara Leret, adding: “The climate tipping point for
Amazonia will not only impact biological diversity but cascade across the unique cultural
heritage of the biome.”

The disappearance of plants deep in the rainforest could impact us all.
Some of the plants that Indigenous communities use could turn out to be wild ancestors or close

cousins of the world's food and fiber crops. And as climate change increases, the world may
need them.
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Most of the world’s commercial crops have little genetic variation, which means they also have
very little resistance to disease. As the world warms, diseases that impact our crops are
spreading farther and evolving faster.

That makes wild genes from close relatives an increasingly important defense.

Cacao makes the case plainly. Witches' broom disease has devastated cacao yields across
Latin America — part of why Brazil, once a leading cacao exporter, has been a net importer
since the 1990s. Some of the strongest resistance genes breeders have found trace back to
wild cacao collected from river basins across the Brazilian Amazon.

The study’s dataset also includes species that matter enormously to regional diets and
economies but have been largely ignored by big agricultural research programs focused on
staples like wheat, corn or soybeans. Peach palm, one of the food species the study lists, is a
textbook case. Prized across the region for its fruit and heart-of-palm, it has been under-studied
by breeders as a potential crop. This matters to the wider world, in which just nine crops
account for two-thirds of global production — an enormous bet on a very small number of
species, which could become vulnerable to climate change.

To advance the protection of the at-risk species, the team has made its underlying database
public. More than 76,000 literature reports on Amazonian plant use have been compiled as a
resource for scientists, policymakers and the Indigenous communities working to protect their
way of life.

For Roehrdanz, the message is clear. Climate change won't just reshape the Amazon's
biodiversity — it will reach into the region's languages and cultures, threatening careful tending
formed over millennia.

“The plants are important. We all need them, and Indigenous cultures especially need them,”

said Roehrdanz. “But the thing we must recognize and work to protect is a relationship — the
connection between plants and people.”
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A Super El Niio is coming: 5 hard-won lessons the world can learn from Africa

A powerful Super El Nifio is looming. Africa has learned hard lessons from past climate
disasters that could help the world prepare.

Climate prediction scientists announced in June 2026 that El Nifio, a cycle that happens every
two to seven years, had formed. It was expected to develop into one of the strongest on record
—a “super” El Nifo.

El Nino happens when the surface of the Pacific ocean becomes unusually warm. It can alter
weather patterns worldwide, often leading to extreme events such as droughts, floods and
heatwaves.

In southern Africa, it causes hot, dry weather. In a previous cycle this pushed 18 million people
into hunger.

In east and central Africa, it has brought heavy rain and flooding that previously destroyed over
600,000 homes, along with farmland and health services. In west Africa, it has reduced
harvests, raised food prices and left families struggling with food shortages for years after the
event.

A “super” El Nifo is caused by Pacific Ocean temperatures rising far more than normal. Parts of
the Pacific are expected to be about 3°C warmer than average by the end of 2026.

There have only been three other super El Nifio events in modern records (since 1982). The
most recent, in 2015-16, pushed more than 36 million people across east and southern Africa
into hunger. The effects were felt through food and nutrition security, water scarcity, health
access and livelihoods.

The prospect of this happening again has triggered concern, understandably.

My research has shown how Africa, with high levels of poverty, underdevelopment and weak
infrastructure, is very exposed to climate risks which damage food systems and health.

Focusing only on risk, however, tells only one side of the story.

African countries have spent decades coping and adapting to repeated cycles of droughts,
floods, rainfall variability and food insecurity. The continent has built valuable experience in
managing multiple harsh conditions.

The world needs to pay more attention to the knowledge, practices and adaptation strategies

that African communities, institutions and researchers have developed through experience. As
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climate impacts intensify globally, these experiences offer valuable lessons for building
resilience.

The five hard-won lessons

1. Preparedness is better than response: Across Africa, governments, researchers,
humanitarian organisations and communities have recognised the value of taking action before
disasters happen. Early warning systems, making plans and getting support ready can help
reduce losses before they become humanitarian emergencies. There are still gaps in early
warning systems, but on the whole, Africa’s Multi-Hazard Early Warning and Early Action
Situation Room and the systems in countries are becoming stronger. Progress is mainly slowed
down by lack of finance.

In a super El Nifio, droughts, food insecurity, and the damage to health systems is much more
severe. Being prepared means that communities can protect their livelihoods and avoid having
to use up all their savings or borrow money to recover.

2. Indigenous and climate-resilient crops are part of the solution: Africa’s agricultural future can’t
continue to depend entirely on a limited number of staple crops like maize and wheat that are
increasingly vulnerable to climate stress. My research has highlighted the potential of neglected
and underutilised crops such as sorghum, millet, bambara groundnut and cowpea. African
communities have long cultivated these crops. They’re better adapted to harsh growing
conditions than many conventional staple crops.

3. Water, energy, food and health cannot be treated separately: Climate impacts rarely stay
within a single sector. A drought affects crop production. Reduced harvests affect food prices
and nutrition. Water shortages place pressure on health systems. Energy disruptions can affect
irrigation, healthcare delivery and economic activity. El Nifo’s effects cascade across
agriculture, water access, nutrition and health.

There are connections between water, energy, food, environmental sustainability and health.
Because these problems often happen together in Africa, countries have learned that the best
solutions look at them together, not one by one.

4. The biggest limitation is finance, not knowledge: Across the continent, researchers, farmers,
practitioners and institutions have developed ways of preparing for climate risks. More funding is
needed. Development finance, climate change adaptation grants and concessional finance
could help vulnerable countries and communities who cannot borrow on normal market terms to
get the money they need for irrigation, health facilities and roads.

Funding is also needed for smallholder farmers to insure their crops and livestock. Governments

need money to pay for social protection and cash transfers. These provide safety nets in case of
disaster so families are not forced to sell assets or take their children out of school.
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Many of these solutions are already known and tested. The challenge is in scaling them up.
Climate adaptation finance to Africa remains far below what's needed. The money promised is
released slowly, the conditions for getting it are strict, governments are often required to put in
some of their own money and the accounting systems are not always matched to local systems.

This often prevents proven interventions from reaching the communities that need them most.

5. Partnership must replace paternalism: Climate resilience can’t be built through one-way
relationships where solutions are designed elsewhere and delivered to African communities.

Effective resilience depends on local ownership, trusted institutions and the ability of countries
and communities to create or adapt solutions to their own contexts.

Africa needs partnerships built on mutual learning, shared goals and recognition of existing
expertise. This means strengthening institutions, expanding capabilities, supporting enabling
networks and creating more flexible and diverse financing mechanisms.

A super El Nifio will test Africa’s systems, institutions and communities once again. But it can

also show that Africa is a source of climate knowledge, adaptation experience and practical
solutions developed under some of the most challenging conditions on Earth.
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FRLD board to have 9th meeting on global climate financing
By: Jan Escosio

MANILA, Philippines — The board of the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD) will
gather from July 8 to 10 for its ninth meeting to deliberate on key policy and operational matters
aimed at strengthening its ability to support developing countries most vulnerable to the impact
of climate change.

The meeting, hosted by the Philippines’ Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR), will be held at the Asian Development Bank Headquarters in Mandaluyong City,
according to a DENR statement.

It will be attended by climate leaders, permanent and alternate board members, and advisers
who will join sessions focusing on critical institutional frameworks required to deliver timely,
predictable, and accessible support for countries most vulnerable to extreme weather and
slow-onset environmental disasters.

Key matters
Likewise, attending the meeting are observers from civil society organizations globally, and
officials from selected Philippine national government agencies.

Following are some of the key matters for consideration:

operationalization of the Barbados Implementation Modalities
funding arrangements

governance and institutional matters

resource mobilization

replenishment processes

the fund’s Results Measurement Framework

country support system

The board will also hold its second high-level dialogue and engage with civil society
organizations to promote transparency, accountability, and inclusive decision-making.

Vital decisions
Environment Secretary Juan Miguel T. Cuna, who represents the Philippine government as host
to the meeting of the FLRD board, said: “Decisions made during these sessions are vital to the

continued operationalization of the fund, as the board works to build the institutional and
operational foundations needed to protect vulnerable developing countries.”
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According to the DENR statement, the Philippines, as Asean chair for 2026, continues to
underscore the urgency of bridging the gap between commitments and the actual needs of
vulnerable communities.

That position was strongly advocated in climate negotiations during the 64th session of the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Subsidiary Bodies in
Bonn, Germany, last June.

Stressing the importance of the meeting, Cuna said: “For us, the significance of the fund
extends beyond its financial resources. It reflects the principles of international cooperation,
solidarity, and shared responsibility that underpin the global climate regime. As climate-related
impacts continue to intensify, the effective operationalization of the Fund is of particular
importance to developing countries that face disproportionate risks despite having contributed
least to global greenhouse gas emissions.”

Aiding countries vs climate change effects

The FRLD was established to assist developing countries that are particularly vulnerable to the
adverse effects of climate change by providing financial support for recovery, reconstruction,
and long-term resilience.

Its assistance covers both economic and non-economic losses resulting from extreme weather
events and slow-onset climate impacts, including sea level rise, displacement, ecosystem
degradation, and biodiversity loss.

The meeting reinforces the Philippines’ growing role in global climate governance after being
selected in 2024 as the host of the FRLD board from among eight candidate countries.

Since then, the Philippines has hosted several meetings that have helped advance the
operationalization of the fund.

The latest meeting that the country previously hosted was the seventh board meeting on
October 7 to 9, 2025, at the Conrad Hotel in Pasay City. Meanwhile, the eighth board meeting
was held in Zambia on April 22-24, 2026.

For the ninth meeting, the Philippines has submitted its own proposal for review — the
Archipelagic Loss and Damage Responses from Local to National Recovery (ALON) Project.

The project seeks to establish the country’s first integrated model for addressing climate-related
loss and damage through ecosystem restoration, livelihood recovery, community financing
mechanisms, and strengthened local governance, following the first call for country funding
requests under the Barbados Implementation Modalities.
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If approved, the project will be implemented in climate-vulnerable communities in Catanduanes
and Sarangani provinces from 2027 to 2032. /atm
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PH seeks faster rollout of global climate fund in key meeting
By: Marita Moaje

MANILA — The Philippines has called for faster operationalization of the Global Fund for
Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD) as it hosts the fund's board meeting slated from
Wednesday to Friday, which will discuss the first batch of climate financing proposals for
vulnerable developing countries.

At the opening of the 9th meeting of the FRLD Board at the Asian Development Bank
headquarters in Mandaluyong City on Wednesday, Department of Environment and Natural
Resources Secretary Juan Miguel Cuna noted that the fund has reached a pivotal stage, as
board decisions now shift from building governance structures to actual delivery of support.

In his opening remarks, Cuna called on the international community to ensure that the landmark
climate fund delivers timely support to developing countries already suffering the consequences
of climate change.

"As the Philippines leads ASEAN in 2026, advancing cooperation on loss and damage remains
a central priority for supporting a more coordinated, responsive, and resilient region. During the
recent ASEAN Climate Week, we underscored the need to prepare for impacts that can no
longer be avoided, such as damage to homes, disrupted essential services, and lost
livelihoods," he said

"We are actively pushing for stronger regional coordination, the sharing of resources and
technical expertise, and are conducting a comprehensive study to assess the readiness and
specific needs of ASEAN member states," he added.

The meeting brings together board members, advisers, government officials, and civil society
representatives to finalize key policies that will determine how the fund delivers assistance to
countries hardest hit by climate change.

The Fund entered its operational phase during COP30 after opening its first call for funding
proposals, which closed on June 15, and is now set to evaluate and is expected to approve the
initial batch of country submissions seeking grant support.

Under the Barbados Implementation Modalities (BIM), the fund's initial grant financing window
was allocated USD 250 million.

Among the proposals up for review is the Philippines' own Archipelagic Loss and Damage

Responses from Local to National Recovery (ALON) project, which aims to establish the
country's first integrated framework for addressing climate-induced loss and damage through
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ecosystem restoration, livelihood recovery, community financing and strengthened local
governance in Catanduanes and Sarangani provinces from 2027 to 2032.

Board members are also discussing governance and institutional arrangements, resource
mobilization and replenishment, the Results Measurement Framework, the Country Support
System, and preparations for the fund's second High-Level Dialogue.

Cuna stressed that the board's work will determine whether the fund can respond quickly to
communities already experiencing devastating climate impacts.

The FRLD was created to provide grant-based assistance to developing countries facing
climate-induced loss and damage from extreme weather events and slow-onset impacts such
as sea level rise, biodiversity loss, ecosystem degradation, and displacement.

Cuna said the Philippines has been advocating for greater coordination among Southeast Asian
nations to address climate change.

“As ASEAN Chair, the Philippines urged the international community to bridge the widening gap
between rhetorical commitments and the on-the-ground survival needs of vulnerable
communities," he said

"We hope that this meeting will contribute to the continued progress of the fund and reinforce
the collective efforts of the international community to ensure that it becomes fully operational
and responsive to the needs of vulnerable developing countries, including the Philippines," he
added. (PNA)
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Was that climate change? Scientists ponder a deadly July 4 weekend
By: Dinah Voyles Pulver

Early July brought historic extreme weather for the fourth year in a row, and scientists again see
the "fingerprints" of climate change in a deadly Fourth of July.

In 2023, it was a record-smashing heat wave. In 2024, history-making Hurricane Beryl ripped
through the Caribbean. In 2025, a shockingly deadly flood. And in 20267 Another deadly heat
wave.

Days later, the heat warnings have finally faded for much of the eastern United States, but the
grim number of heat-related deaths continues to rise.

At least 44 deaths have been reported as a result of the July 1 to July 4 heat wave, but it will be
weeks or months before researchers finalize an estimate of the number of people who died or
suffered injuries as a result of the extreme heat.

More than 1,300 heat records were matched or broken for maximum high temperatures and
warm overnight lows across 40 states and territories over the four days.

Though summer heat isn't new, the heat wave of July 2026 is something different.

From June 29 to July 5, 201 million Americans experienced at least one day when climate
change made high temperatures at least three times more likely, Shel Winkley, chief
meteorologist at Climate Central, told USA TODAY. Temperatures on July 3 had "a very strong
fingerprint of climate change," he said, affecting 136 million Americans.

How many heat deaths were there?

By July 7, New Jersey authorities had reported 29 deaths related to the heat and the
complications it created for people with preexisting conditions. A heat-related death was
reported July 2 in Jackson, Mississippi.

Multiple media outlets reported the Cook County, lllinois, Medical Examiner's Office attributed
heat as a contributing factor to four deaths. In New York City, officials blamed the heat for three
deaths. In Philadelphia, seven heat-related deaths have been reported since July 1, the city
confirmed to USA TODAY.

The total does not include other deaths blamed on the heat since late June. In Bolton,
Mississippi, a tragedy unfolded June 27 when 83-year-old Irene Van Egmond died of heat
exposure while tending a flower bed, officials said. The high that day was about 92, but the heat
index was in the triple digits, the Clarion Ledger, part of the USA TODAY Network, reported.
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In a Facebook post, her husband, Rick Egmond, described how she fell first, and then he fell
while trying to help her up. The couple remained on the ground in the extreme heat until
neighbors saw them three hours later.

Climate change makes extreme heat 'more likely now'

It's not new or novel that summer is hot, that temperatures reach triple digits, or that we have
heat waves, Winkley said. With climate change, Winkley said that "these heat waves are not
only getting more intense, we're seeing higher temperatures because of them."

Climate Central reported in a recent study using its Climate Shift Index that summer nights have
warmed by 3.1 degrees across 231 U.S. cities since 1971.

World Weather Attribution, an international science consortium, said the July heat wave would
have been "virtually impossible" without climate change.

While daytime highs are bad enough on their own, when they linger for several days, the
resulting overnight high temperatures offer little relief for people and their surroundings,
researchers at Duke University said during a July 7 webinar.

"We're experiencing more records or at least near-record conditions than what we would have in
heat waves just a couple of decades ago," Winkley said. "We expect these heat waves to
become more frequent. Even though we've broken this heat wave, we're likely going to see
another one set up pretty quickly."

In Philadelphia, the city set a new record on July 4. It was the first time in the city's history that
three consecutive days topped temperatures of 101 degrees or more, the weather service said.

"That doesn't mean it's going to happen every July 3rd, July 4th, July 5th this exact way, but we
know that these types of Independence Day weekends are more likely now because of climate
change," Winkley said.

Many — but not all — of the heat records set in early July were driven by a high-pressure system
that settled over the country, bringing in heat and moisture from the Gulf of Mexico, renamed by
the U.S. government as the Gulf of America. Sea surface temperatures in the Gulf have climbed
steadily since late June and are just below records set during the summers of 2023-2025,
according to the Climate Reanalyzer by the Climate Change Institute at the University of Maine.
Many records broken

Among the preliminary observations from the weather service are the following:

e 150 — Records matched or broken in Virginia, the state where the most records were set,
including six all-time records, 16 monthly, and 128 daily.
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e 127 — Pennsylvania was a close second, with 127 daily records matched or broken. New
York (102) and North Carolina (101) each saw more than 100 daily records reached or
broken.

e 106 — Preliminary high temperature in Atlantic City, New Jersey, on July 4, tied its record
high.

e 92 — Locations in 22 states across the United States where a monthly warm record was
set or broken over the three days.

e 15 — Locations across 10 states that broke at least one record high, either for warm high
or warm overnight low.

Independence Day weather in Philadelphia
On the day the Declaration of Independence was approved by the Continental Congress,
Thomas Jefferson wrote in a notebook that the high temperature at 1 p.m. was 76 degrees.

In 1976, 200 years later, the high was 81 degrees, and the daily average was 71.5. That was
about 4 degrees cooler than the 30-year average, according to weather service records.

This July 4, the 101-degree high capped three consecutive days of temperatures greater than
101 degrees for the first time in Philadelphia's history. It was only the third time the city had seen
temperatures exceed 100 for three straight days, the weather service said.

The 30-year average for Independence Day in Philadelphia is about 78.2, roughly three degrees

warmer than in 1976. Three of the 11 warmest temperatures in city history have occurred over
the past 16 years, including the 103 recorded on July 2.
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Mitigating the impact of climate change on public health
By: Teodoro B. Padilla

Climate change is often discussed in terms of stronger typhoons, rising seas, and
record-breaking temperatures. Yet one of its most profound consequences is less visible: its
growing impact on human health. Every heatwave, flood, and extreme weather event leaves
behind more than damaged homes and disrupted livelihoods. They also contribute to the spread
of infectious diseases, worsen chronic illnesses, increase mental health challenges, and place
mounting pressure on already overstretched health systems.

Rising temperatures, heavier rainfall, prolonged droughts, and more frequent flooding create
conditions that fuel the spread of vector- and water-borne diseases such as malaria, dengue,
cholera, typhoid, and leptospirosis. Vulnerable communities face heightened risks of
malnutrition, heat-related illnesses, respiratory conditions, infectious diseases, and mental
health disorders. Climate-related disasters also strain healthcare infrastructure, disrupt medicine
supply chains, displace health workers, and undermine the delivery of Universal Health Care
(UHC), particularly in areas where healthcare resources are already limited.

Low- and middle-income countries like the Philippines are among those bearing the greatest
burden. The World Health Organization (WHO) warns that countries with weaker health systems
are the least equipped to prepare for and respond to the health impacts of climate change
without sustained support. For nations already confronting resource constraints, the
convergence of climate and health crises threatens to reverse decades of progress in public
health, economic development, and poverty reduction.

Recognizing these growing challenges, the Philippine government has taken important steps to
integrate climate action into the country’s health agenda. In January 2025, the Department of
Health (DoH) formally established the Health and Climate Change Office (HCCO), making the
Philippines one of the few countries in Asia with a dedicated office focused on the intersection of
climate and health. The HCCO is tasked with coordinating climate-related health programs,
resilience planning, and policy integration across DoH units, local government units (LGUs), and
the Climate Change Commission (CCC), reflecting a whole-of-government approach to
addressing climate-related health risks.

The DoH and the CCC have likewise strengthened their collaboration in developing policies,
implementing adaptation initiatives, and promoting public awareness. These efforts complement
broader national priorities under the Philippine Development Plan 2023-2028, the Universal
Health Care Act, and the country’s first National Adaptation Plan (NAP), which identifies health
as one of its priority sectors for climate resilience.
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Drafted jointly by the CCC and the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR),
the NAP seeks to reduce the country’s vulnerability to climate change by strengthening adaptive
capacity and integrating climate resilience into national and local policies, programs, and
investments. By recognizing health as a central component of climate adaptation, the plan
underscores that protecting people must remain at the heart of the country’s climate response.

Building climate-resilient health systems is equally critical. Hospitals, rural health units, and
other healthcare facilities must be able to continue delivering essential services even during
extreme weather events. Investments in resilient infrastructure, reliable electricity and water
systems, emergency communications, uninterrupted medicine supply chains, and vaccine cold
storage help ensure that healthcare services remain accessible when communities need them
most. Beyond protecting patients and healthcare workers, these investments also improve
long-term operational efficiency and support more environmentally sustainable healthcare
delivery.

Public awareness is another essential pillar of climate resilience. Empowering Filipinos with
knowledge about the health effects of climate change encourages healthier and more
climate-resilient behaviors while strengthening support for sustainable public policies.
Communities that understand the risks posed by extreme heat, poor air quality, flooding, unsafe
water, and food insecurity are better prepared to protect themselves and respond during
emergencies.

Climate change also reinforces the importance of the One Health approach, which recognizes
that the health of people is closely interconnected with the health of animals and the
environment. Strengthening surveillance across these sectors enables earlier detection of
emerging infectious diseases and improves preparedness for future public health threats.

Robust disease surveillance remains one of the country’s strongest defenses against
climate-sensitive diseases. The HCCO is strengthening monitoring systems for vector- and
water-borne diseases while establishing a national database to track heat-related illnesses and
respiratory conditions associated with rising temperatures. Using near real-time data allows
health authorities to detect outbreaks earlier, identify diseases spreading into new geographic
areas or seasons, and respond before they escalate into larger public health emergencies.
Preventing climate-related illness through early detection and preparedness is ultimately more
effective, and far less costly, than responding after disasters have already taken their toll.

The research-based biopharmaceutical industry likewise has an important role to play in
strengthening health system resilience. Beyond developing innovative medicines, vaccines, and
therapies for diseases that may become more prevalent because of climate change, the
industry supports disease surveillance, health worker training, community education, and
programs that expand access to quality healthcare, particularly in vulnerable communities.
These efforts complement government initiatives to build more resilient and responsive health
systems.
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The industry is also committed to reducing its own environmental footprint. Many
research-based pharmaceutical companies are lowering carbon emissions throughout their
operations and value chains, increasing the use of renewable energy, improving energy
efficiency, reducing water consumption, minimizing waste, and expanding recycling initiatives.
These sustainability efforts demonstrate that protecting public health and protecting the
environment are mutually reinforcing goals.

The fight against climate change cannot rest on any single institution or sector alone. It requires
sustained collaboration. Climate change may be inevitable, but many of its health
consequences can be prevented or mitigated through sound policies, resilient health systems,
scientific innovation, and collective action. Every investment in climate adaptation and public
health resilience is ultimately an investment in protecting lives.

Teodoro B. Padilla is the executive director of Pharmaceutical and Healthcare Association of the
Philippines, which represents the biopharmaceutical medicines and vaccines industry in the
country. Its members are at the forefront of developing, investing and delivering innovative
medicines, vaccines, and diagnostics for Filipinos to live healthier and more productive lives.
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CCC pushes for data-driven climate policies, global cooperation at OECD forum

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) emphasized the importance of policy learning,
transparency, and evidence-based decision-making in navigating the rapidly changing global
environment during the recent Inclusive Forum on Carbon Mitigation Approaches (IFCMA).

Organized by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) alongside
developing country partners, the event underscored international capacity-building cooperation
as a key driver for effective global climate action.

Discussions during the forum centered on updates to the Climate Policy Database and the
modeling of international policy spillovers. These developments highlight how climate policies
increasingly intersect with trade, investment, and industrial systems, creating ripple effects that
extend far beyond national boundaries.

For developing nations like the Philippines, the CCC noted that the Climate Policy Database
serves as a vital resource for navigating the evolving landscape of climate action.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje highlighted the strategic value
of sustained engagement in global platforms like the IFCMA.

“The IFCMA provides an important platform for the Philippines to strengthen its climate policy
capacity," Borje said. "It enables us to learn from global practices, benchmark our approaches,
and translate these insights into policies that are responsive to our national context and
development priorities.”

The CCC further stressed the importance of understanding climate policy spillovers, particularly
their implications for trade, investment, technology access, and employment in developing
economies. It emphasized that these insights are essential to ensuring that climate action
remains fair, inclusive, and closely aligned with sustainable development goals.

The forum brought together policy experts and international representatives, providing a

collaborative space for dialogue, knowledge exchange, and the advancement of effective
climate mitigation policies.
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

PH: International capacity-building cooperation key to climate action

MANILA — The Philippines pushed for improved international capacity-building cooperation as
a key driver of more effective global climate action. At the Inclusive Forum on Carbon Mitigation
Approaches (IFCMA) on the changing global environment, the Climate Change Commission
(CCC) underscored the importance of policy learning, transparency, and evidence-based
decision-making.

The IFCMA, organized by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) together with developing country partners, serves as a global platform for analyzing
and comparing climate mitigation policies, enabling countries to understand their effectiveness
and cross-border impacts better. It provides critical tools and insights to help governments
design more coherent and responsive climate strategies.

Discussions focused on updates to the Climate Policy Database and the modelling of
international policy spillovers. These developments highlight how climate policies increasingly
intersect with trade, investment, and industrial systems, with impacts that extend beyond
national boundaries.

The CCC emphasized that for developing countries such as the Philippines, the Climate Policy
Database serves as a valuable resource in navigating the evolving landscape of climate action.
It allows policymakers to identify emerging trends, benchmark approaches, and draw lessons
from the experiences of other countries.

The agency also underscored the importance of strengthening international cooperation and
knowledge exchange as climate impacts intensify. Access to comparable and reliable policy
information enables more informed decision-making and supports the development of effective
and inclusive national strategies.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje highlighted the importance of
sustained engagement in global platforms such as the IFCMA.

“The IFCMA provides an important platform for the Philippines to strengthen its climate policy
capacity. It enables us to learn from global practices, benchmark our approaches, and translate
these insights into policies that are responsive to our national context and development
priorities,” he said.

The CCC further highlighted the importance of understanding climate policy spillovers,
particularly their implications on trade, investment, technology access, and employment in
developing economies. These insights are essential to ensure that climate action remains fair,
inclusive, and aligned with sustainable development goals.
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The forum brought together policy experts and other representatives from various countries,
providing a platform for dialogue, knowledge exchange, and collaboration on advancing
effective climate mitigation policies.

=END=
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