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ABS CBN 
 
Praying for rain: Dumagats lament changing climate as Angat Dam hits historic low 
By: Gigie Cruz 
 
The water level in Angat Dam dipped to its lowest recorded level of 155.91 meters above sea 
level (masl) on Sunday, July 12, 2026, according to PAGASA’s daily update. 
 
Strengthening El Niño likely to 'rank among largest' on record—US agency 
 
The El Niño weather pattern picked up strength over the past month and is highly likely to "rank 
among the largest" ever recorded when it peaks between October and December, US 
forecasters said Thursday. 
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DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Resilience is not seasonal 
 
Sudden downpours recently have caught many of us unawares, drenching us or keeping us 
from leaving places until the rains have passed. Umbrellas, for some strange reason, are still 
something we forget at home, even though the weather bureau has already announced that the 
rainy season has begun. 
 
ECO BUSINESS 
 
From promises to progress: why the Bonn conference must push the needle on climate 
change 
 
As governments convene in Bonn, Germany this week for the latest round of United Nations 
climate negotiations, a clear shift is underway. The era of setting long-term pledges is giving 
way to something far more urgent, say observers: delivering real-world results within a rapidly 
closing window. 
 
GMA NEWS 
 
Protecting the protectors: racing to save Philippine mangroves 
By: Pam Castro 
 
Standing knee-deep in coastal waters, environmentalist Andrea Pimentel guides workers as 
they drive bamboo poles into the seabed to block sediment from choking the tidal channel 
sustaining a mangrove forest. 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
[Opinion] Community preparedness: Everyone's responsibility in disaster resilience 
 
The observance of Disaster Resilience Week from July 13 to 19 reminds us that while natural 
hazards cannot be prevented, the loss of lives, livelihood, and property they bring can be 
significantly reduced through preparedness, cooperation, and shared responsibility. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
LPA has ‘medium’ chance of becoming cyclone; may not enter PAR – Pagasa 
By: Mary Joy Salcedo 
 
The low-pressure area (LPA) being monitored outside the Philippine area of responsibility (PAR) 
has a “medium” chance of developing into a tropical cyclone in the next 24 hours, the state 
weather bureau reported on Monday. 
 
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
DENR promotes proper waste management, climate resilience for sustainable 
communities 
By: Luis Cueto 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) MIMAROPA continues to 
promote proper solid waste management and climate resilience by assisting local government 
units (LGUs) in improving environmental governance throughout the region. 
 
TIME MAGAZINE 
 
How the Iran War Worsens the Climate Crisis 
By: Sarah Yerkes and Alejandro Martin Rodriguez 
 
On Wednesday, President Donald Trump told reporters at the NATO summit in Ankara that the 
initial agreement to end the war between the United States and Iran—which had largely halted 
the hostilities—was “over.” Washington and Tehran have traded military strikes over the past two 
days. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 

BUSINESS MIRROR 
 
Leading change: Women in climate diplomacy 
 
The International Day of Women in Diplomacy recognizes the indispensable contributions of 
women in shaping international relations and global governance. It is both a celebration and a 
reminder that diplomacy is most effective when it reflects the diversity of the world it represents. 
As global challenges become increasingly interconnected, inclusive leadership is essential to 
build lasting solutions.  
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DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
CCC, Germany boost climate action 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) and the Federal Republic of Germany are stepping up 
efforts to strengthen climate resilience and biodiversity protection through the Transformative 
Actions for Climate and Ecological Protection and Development (TRANSCEND) Project. 
 
CCC, Germany boost local climate action through TRANSCEND 
By: Kate Villar 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC), in partnership with the Federal Republic of Germany, 
is boosting local climate action and protecting biodiversity through the Transformative Actions 
for Climate and Ecological Protection and Development (TRANSCEND) Project. 
 
One country, one set of numbers 
By: Ginggay Hontiveros-Malvar 
 
Imagine two companies located in the same area reporting the same amount of electricity used 
in their operations. Yet one reports 100 tons of carbon emissions while the other reports 120. 
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Govt pushes for energy diversification 
By: Catherine S. Valente 
 
THE Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the importance of diversifying energy 
sources as a key strategy to strengthen the Philippines’ energy security and support a just 
transition. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ABS CBN 
 
Praying for rain: Dumagats lament changing climate as Angat Dam hits historic low 
By: Gigie Cruz 
 
The water level in Angat Dam dipped to its lowest recorded level of 155.91 meters above sea 
level (masl) on Sunday, July 12, 2026, according to PAGASA’s daily update. 
 
This drop occurred despite forecasts of heavy rainfall in Luzon brought by Typhoon Inday 
enhancing the southwest monsoon. Ultimately, the anticipated downpour failed to replenish the 
reservoir.  
 
For Ricardo San Jose, a Dumagat elder residing within the Angat Watershed, this year’s dry 
spell is the worst he has ever witnessed—even surpassing the El Niño events of 2010 and 
2019. 
 
“Our climate has become unpredictable," San Jose said. "We didn’t even expect the dam’s 
water level to reach this low. Despite the brewing storm, we had to adjust the location of our 
floating house as the water level got lower. I am not even sure what the reason could be for why 
the rain hasn’t caught up. The weather here has indeed changed.” 
 
The water flow from the reservoir's two major tributaries, the Maputi and Matulid rivers, has 
been significantly reduced, with very little water reaching their confluence. The shallow condition 
has almost reached the center of the reservoir according to residents. 
 
This drastic drop in the water line makes transporting essential supplies highly challenging for 
the local residents, most of whom belong to the indigenous Dumagat community. 
 
For instance, Boy Nolasco, a 70-year-old Dumagat elder, recently had to navigate a completely 
dried-up section of the riverbed with a sack of rice on his shoulder, risking getting stuck in the 
muddy confluence. 
 
The low water level has forced residents to endure grueling five-hour walks just for a regular 
supply run. 
 
For Lucelle Regodon, who is married to a Dumagat, long treks are only part of the hardship. 
Residents must also paddle far out from the banks into the deeper sections of the reservoir just 
to fetch drinking water. While some families, like Lucelle’s, are fortunate to have water filters to 
ensure safety, others are left vulnerable to severe stomach-related illnesses. 
 
According to Lucelle, Angat's water level began steadily receding at the start of 2026, around 
January. Although there were brief moments when the water would rise slightly, the subsequent 
drop was always greater. "The water level drops fast," she added. 
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Wilfredo Senadrin, principal engineer for the National Power Corp.’s Dams, Reservoirs, and 
Waterways Division, explained that the reservoir's starting elevation for 2026 was lower at just 
211.5 masl. 
 
In previous years, water levels normally began much higher, at around 212 to 214 masl. 
 
Irrigation allocations requested by the National Irrigation Administration (NIA) were heavily 
released in January to compensate for a planting shutdown in November and December. 
 
Below-normal rainfall driven by El Niño then worsened the situation, leaving the dam with very 
little replenishment, particularly during May and June—a period with more steady rainfall. 
 
“The onset of the southwest monsoon offers hope for increased inflow,” Senadrin said. 
 
However, he emphasized that managing the dam's water level remains a difficult balancing act. 
 
He explained that shifting climate patterns make decisions regarding water allocation and 
releases a tough choice; stronger typhoons and sudden, extreme rainfall can quickly lead to 
heavy inflows that require spilling water, which directly puts downstream communities at risk.  
 
As the threats of El Niño loom, a strategic approach to water management is more critical than 
ever. 
 
With PAGASA forecasting a reduction in rainfall during the upcoming dry cycles, proactive 
conservation measures, such as rainwater harvesting and alternative solutions, must be 
urgently explored. 
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Strengthening El Niño likely to 'rank among largest' on record—US agency 
 
The El Niño weather pattern picked up strength over the past month and is highly likely to "rank 
among the largest" ever recorded when it peaks between October and December, US 
forecasters said Thursday. 
 
El Niño warms surface temperatures in the central and eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean, 
triggering worldwide changes in winds, atmospheric pressure and rainfall patterns, and pushing 
warmer overall global temperatures. 
 
In its latest update, the US Climate Prediction Center (CPC) said there is an 81 percent chance 
of a "very strong" El Niño between October and December that would rank among the largest 
such events in the historic record going back to 1950. 
 
"Very strong" is defined as being 2.0 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) or more above 
an index value.  The CPC also put the odds at 97 percent that the event will persist through 
early spring 2027. 
 
That adds to a prediction made by Tim Stockdale, an El Niño expert of the European Centre for 
Medium-Range Weather Forecasts, who said this week it would be "a very, very big surprise" if 
the event failed to be a record-breaker. 
 
El Niños typically have knock-on effects globally, including drier conditions and drought in 
Australia, along with wetter winters in East Africa and the southern United States. 
 
Isla Simpson, a climate scientist at the US National Center for Atmospheric Research, told AFP 
that "there's quite a lot of evidence from our models that global warming increases the variance 
of El Niño, so you get bigger El Niño events and also bigger La Nina events." 
 
La Niña is the cooling phase of the El Niño-Southern Oscillation cycle. 
 
Within the United States, El Niño events are typically "drought-busting" over some regions 
including California but drying in others. 
 
The connections to Europe are smaller and less certain, but there is some evidence that El Niño 
can increase the likelihood of cold conditions later in the winter in Northern Europe, said 
Simpson. 
 
"Most likely, what we'll see are the canonical El Niño teleconnections," she said, "but in any 
given event, things can deviate from that just because we have all of these random 
uncertainties. There's weather that happens on top of these longer timescale predictable 
signals." 
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Sea surface temperatures are now 1.2C (2.2F) above average in a defined stretch of the 
equatorial Pacific known as the Nino 3.4 region, the CPC said. 
 
Combined with warming waters below the surface and shifting wind and pressure patterns, the 
"ocean-atmosphere system reflected a strengthening El Niño." 
 
While El Niño usually peaks between November and February, the resulting spike in 
temperatures typically comes later. 
 
Compounded with human-induced climate change, the last El Niño contributed to making 2023 
the second-hottest year on record and 2024 the all-time high. 
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DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Resilience is not seasonal 
 
Sudden downpours recently have caught many of us unawares, drenching us or keeping us 
from leaving places until the rains have passed. Umbrellas, for some strange reason, are still 
something we forget at home, even though the weather bureau has already announced that the 
rainy season has begun. 
 
We already know that the second half of the year brings rain, typhoons and, sometimes, 
disaster. We also know the Philippines is one of the world’s most disaster-prone countries. The 
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) says 
“an average of 20 tropical cyclones enter or develop within the Philippine Area of Responsibility 
every year, with about eight or nine crossing the country.” 
 
But these days, that is not all we should be worrying about. As in other parts of the world, there 
has been more climate-related activity on land, with earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, droughts 
and extreme heat constantly making it to our news feeds. 
 
That overused word, “resilience,” therefore, should logically be a year-round priority. A daily 
responsibility. Yet if umbrellas were a metaphor for our preparedness, we would not likely 
survive the season unscathed. In our country, preparedness often seems to begin only when 
PAGASA starts naming storms. 
 
The reality we can no longer ignore is that climate change is increasing extremes in weather — 
not just typhoons. According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, climate 
change is intensifying heavy rainfall, extreme heat, droughts and sea-level rise in many regions, 
including Southeast Asia. 
 
In the Philippines, this means rain is no longer just rain. A quick downpour that once caused 
inconvenience can now overwhelm drainage systems and paralyze communities. Flash floods 
are an urban reality we have been seeing more frequently. 
 
During the dry season this year, there were periods of intense heat that prompted the 
cancellation of in-person classes and the shortening of government work hours. This was not 
something that should have surprised us. Many cities in the country recorded “danger” heat 
index levels above 42 degrees Celsius last year. In other parts of the world, unfamiliar and 
intense heat became so unbearable that people died. 
 
If it still has not dawned on us, we should now think of disaster preparedness in terms of all 
extreme weather, not just wind and rain. Weather, whether wet or dry, affects us more than we 
realize, beyond sweaty clothes, wet shoes or the annoyance of traffic jams caused by flooded 
streets. 
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Weather affects agriculture, which means the food supply is affected. When that happens, food 
prices rise. Consumers feel the pain. 
 
Yet what we continue to see is a pattern of government response only after disaster strikes. 
When drought arrives, emergency action is launched: irrigation, the distribution of assistance 
and even discussions of cloud seeding. When floods come, the same rigmarole follows. 
 
Do we have long-term investments that address the situations our farmers repeatedly 
experience, such as water storage, irrigation modernization, climate-resilient crops and 
watershed protection? 
 
How sad it would be if we became known as a country of emergency shelters and emergency 
relief. Climate change demands that we stay ahead of these scenarios instead of simply 
responding to them. 
 
In Metro Manila, flooding may already be expected in the same locations year after year. Yet 
why do we continue reporting on stranded commuters, submerged vehicles, suspended classes 
and flooded homes? A flood that surprises us once is a disaster. A flood that surprises us every 
year is a planning problem. 
 
Do we really want to keep increasing budgets for disaster relief, evacuation and rehabilitation 
instead of channeling government resources toward preparedness measures such as drainage 
maintenance, watershed restoration, resilient infrastructure and early warning systems? Do we 
simply focus on saving lives when disaster strikes rather than preventing the loss of lives 
through advance preparation? 
 
The real test of resilience is not how efficiently we respond to disasters but how consistently we 
prepare when the skies are clear. 
 
Every rainy season, we are reminded to unclog waterways, inspect drainage systems and 
prepare for floods. But resilience should not be something we remember only when dark clouds 
gather on the horizon. 
 
Climate change no longer follows a season, and neither should our resolve. Preparedness is not 
an annual campaign or a weather bulletin. It is a habit of governance, a discipline of 
communities and, ultimately, a way of life. 
 
Our laws treat resilience as a year-round responsibility. Too often, however, our public attention 
treats it as a seasonal concern. Until we treat resilience as something we practice every day — 
not just when storms are approaching — we will remain vulnerable, not because nature is 
unpredictable, but because our attention is. 
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ECO BUSINESS 
 
From promises to progress: why the Bonn conference must push the needle on climate 
change 
 
As governments convene in Bonn, Germany this week for the latest round of United Nations 
climate negotiations, a clear shift is underway. The era of setting long-term pledges is giving 
way to something far more urgent, say observers: delivering real-world results within a rapidly 
closing window. 
 
The Bonn Climate Change Conference will help set the stage for the 31 st UN Climate Change 
Conference (or COP31) in Turkey this November. With global temperatures setting records and 
the effects of climate change growing, here is a look at where the world needs to make progress 
in the months to come. 
 
1. Closing the implementation gap 
 
The science is clear: current national commitments are not aligned with the Paris Agreement. 
The problem is no longer ambition, but delivery. Bonn must help translate climate pledges into 
immediate emissions reductions. 
 
2. Acting in this decisive decade 
 
What happens before 2030 will define the climate future. To keep within reach the goal of 
limiting global warming to 1.5°C, emissions must fall sharply this decade. The solutions already 
exist, but they need to be deployed faster and at much greater scale. 
 
3. Fast mitigation with immediate benefits 
 
Cutting methane and other short-lived climate pollutants offers one of the quickest wins. These 
actions can slow near-term warming while improving air quality, public health and agricultural 
productivity. 
 
4. Scaling adaptation and resilience 
 
Climate impacts are intensifying, from heatwaves to floods. Adaptation is essential but 
underfunded. Negotiations on the Global Goal on Adaptation must deliver practical ways to 
track progress and strengthen resilience on the ground. 
 
Particular attention is also needed for fragile ecosystems, such as mountain regions, where 
warming is happening faster, glaciers are retreating and downstream water security is 
increasingly at risk. 
 
5. Addressing loss and damage 
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Some climate impacts are already irreversible. Strengthening funding and support for loss and 
damage is critical, ensuring assistance reaches the most vulnerable without diverting resources 
from adaptation. 
 
6. Unlocking climate finance 
Finance remains the biggest enabler and bottleneck. Bridging the gap requires more accessible 
funding, stronger pipelines of bankable projects and better alignment with country needs, 
especially in developing economies. 
 
In this context, the transition from Baku to Belém provides a key roadmap to scale finance. 
Alongside this, the Tropical Forest Finance Facility and other emerging initiatives offer concrete 
pathways to mobilise investment and support implementation at scale. 
 
7. Accelerating the energy transition 
 
Clean energy is scaling rapidly, and the shift from fossil fuels is becoming irreversible. The 
priority now is speed: pushing investments and policies to reach tipping points where clean 
becomes the default. 
 
8. Enabling progress through grids and electrification 
 
Grids are now the critical enabler. Expanding and modernising electricity networks, alongside 
electrification, will be key to accelerating the transition to renewable energy. 
 
Grid demand flexibility can unlock further renewable energy investment while making energy 
efficiency more tangible and actionable. 
 
9. Putting nature and fairness at the centre 
 
Nature-based solutions can deliver multiple benefits: from carbon storage to resilience. At the 
same time, the transition to low‑carbon, climate‑resilient and sustainable economy must be just, 
supporting jobs, livelihoods and development priorities. 
 
10. Strengthening transparency and accountability 
Transparency is essential to track progress and build trust. Supporting countries in delivering 
their second round of Biennial Transparency Reports will be critical.  
These efforts will feed into a robust Global Stocktake, helping guide decisions at a pivotal 
moment—what may effectively be the final years of the global carbon budget before overshoot. 
 
From Bonn to COP31 
 
Bonn may be a technical meeting, but its outcomes will shape decisions at COP31. Success will 
not be measured by new announcements, but by whether countries leave with clearer pathways 
to implementation. 
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Because the message is simple: the world does not need more promises. It needs progress.
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GMA NEWS 
 
Protecting the protectors: racing to save Philippine mangroves 
By: Pam Castro 
 
Standing knee-deep in coastal waters, environmentalist Andrea Pimentel guides workers as 
they drive bamboo poles into the seabed to block sediment from choking the tidal channel 
sustaining a mangrove forest. 
 
Mangroves are a key natural defence against storm surges and coastal erosion in the 
Philippines, which is hit by around 20 typhoons each year. 
 
But the country has lost over 60% of its mangrove cover since 1918, government data shows, 
and increasingly powerful storms are threatening what remains by stirring up sediment that 
clogs water channels and suffocates mangroves at the roots. 
 
"Our typhoons are becoming frequent and getting stronger," said Andrea Pimentel, project 
manager for environmental organization WWF-Philippines. 
 
"Even (if) mangroves are resilient, they can also be affected, and eventually they could die," she 
added, shortly before heading by boat to a mangrove site in Masbate province's Batuan town. 
 
Pimentel works with local communities to rehabilitate mangroves across 245 hectares, including 
a two-hectare stretch where repeated typhoons have left bare patches in a once-dense forest. 
 
Park ranger Bernard Almogera, who fished at the site with his father decades ago, has 
witnessed the mangroves deteriorate over the years. 
 
"Some of them were snapped off, others like this one were uprooted," the 58-year-old told AFP, 
pointing to a tree with branches broken by previous storms. 
 
Sweating under the morning sun, men hauled bamboo across the exposed mudflat while 
Almogera knelt nearby, cutting the stalks into 1.5-metre poles before driving them deep into the 
seabed with a heavier bamboo pole. 
 
The fence they are building is intended to slow incoming waves so suspended sediment settles 
before reaching the tidal channel carrying seawater through the mangrove forest. 
 
If the channel becomes clogged, water stagnates and the mangrove's roots are deprived of 
oxygen, eventually suffocating and killing them. 
 
A global problem 
 

 
14 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/994398/protecting-the-protectors-racing-to-save-philippine-mangroves/story/


 

"We're really scared, because if the mangroves disappear and a strong typhoon comes, our 
houses will surely be knocked down," Almogera said. 
 
"There'll be nothing left to protect us." 
 
Scientists warn that while bamboo fences are a cheap way to protect mangroves, they can rot 
within three years, unlike more expensive permeable concrete designs, leaving debris that may 
affect the trees they are meant to shield. 
 
But they remain a quick, affordable way to protect mangroves in one of the world's most 
climate-vulnerable countries. 
 
And the urgency is growing. Warming waters caused by climate change can produce stronger 
tropical storms. 
 
The world's oceans experienced their hottest June on record, and could reach new highs in 
coming months as a strong El Nino weather pattern takes hold. 
 
Pimentel said mangroves need immediate protection and rehabilitation, even if bamboo fences 
must be replaced before they deteriorate. 
 
"If we don't act now, our mangroves will be vulnerable to climate change," she said. 
 
The urgency extends beyond Masbate province. 
 
A 2024 study by the International Union for Conservation of Nature found that half the world's 
mangrove ecosystems are at risk of collapse due to climate change, rising sea levels and 
human activity, with about a quarter potentially submerged by 2050 without proper conservation. 
 
The Philippines suffered the second-highest mangrove losses, according to a 2023 survey of 10 
Southeast Asian countries led by Filipino scientist Severino Salmo, with climate change impacts 
and the conversion of mangrove sites to seafood ponds largely to blame. 
 
'Time we protect them' 
 
"It will be more difficult (for the mangroves) to adjust now because of the massive losses in the 
past," Salmo, who has been studying mangroves in the archipelago for more than three 
decades, told AFP. 
 
Salmo warned they will only "decline more" in the coming years without proper restoration 
projects and better government policies. 
 
"It's disappointing that we keep losing mangroves given how important they are," he said. 
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"For now, (the best response) should be to conserve whatever is left." 
 
As workers continued assembling the bamboo fence, Pimentel looked around the forest and 
pointed to trees whose once grey-brown roots had turned charcoal black due to suffocation. 
 
"Mangroves have always protected us from typhoons," she said. 
 
"It's time we protect them too."  
 

 

 
16 



 

MANILA BULLETIN 
 
[Opinion] Community preparedness: Everyone's responsibility in disaster resilience 
 
The observance of Disaster Resilience Week from July 13 to 19 reminds us that while natural 
hazards cannot be prevented, the loss of lives, livelihood, and property they bring can be 
significantly reduced through preparedness, cooperation, and shared responsibility. 
 
The Philippines’ location along the Pacific Ring of Fire and within the typhoon belt makes 
disasters an unavoidable reality. Every year, powerful typhoons, earthquakes, volcanic 
eruptions, floods, landslides, and storm surges test the resilience of communities across the 
country. The effects of climate change have further intensified these threats, making extreme 
weather events more frequent and destructive. 
 
Over the years, the country has made notable strides in disaster risk reduction and 
management. Republic Act No. 10121 institutionalized a comprehensive framework that shifted 
the focus from mere disaster response to disaster risk reduction, preparedness, prevention, 
mitigation, rehabilitation, and recovery. National and local governments have strengthened early 
warning systems, improved weather forecasting, conducted regular emergency drills, and 
invested in disaster-resilient infrastructure. The establishment of local disaster risk reduction and 
management councils has likewise brought preparedness closer to communities. 
 
Yet every major calamity also reveals that preparedness cannot rest on government alone. 
Disaster resilience is ultimately measured not only by the capabilities of institutions but also by 
the readiness of citizens. Communities that are informed, organized, and proactive are better 
able to protect lives and recover more quickly from adversity. 
 
This year’s observance appropriately emphasizes community and institutional preparedness. It 
recognizes that resilience is built when national agencies, local government units, schools, 
hospitals, businesses, civil society organizations, faith-based groups, and ordinary citizens work 
together toward a common objective. The effectiveness of emergency plans depends on the 
participation of every sector. 
 
High levels of citizen awareness, concern, and commitment are indispensable. Every Filipino 
should know the hazards specific to his or her community, understand evacuation routes, 
prepare emergency supplies, and participate actively in drills and preparedness programs. 
Families should have emergency communication plans, while neighborhood organizations can 
organize volunteer response teams that complement the work of local authorities. 
Schools play an equally vital role by teaching disaster preparedness as a life skill rather than 
merely an academic subject. Businesses, meanwhile, must ensure continuity plans that protect 
employees while minimizing disruptions to economic activity. Media organizations have the 
continuing responsibility to disseminate timely, accurate, and verified information before, during, 
and after emergencies, helping prevent panic and countering misinformation that can endanger 
lives. 
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An all-of-nation approach means recognizing that disaster resilience is everyone’s business. 
Government agencies must continue strengthening coordination and investing in resilient 
infrastructure, while the private sector contributes technology, logistics, innovation, and 
resources. Academic institutions can provide research and scientific expertise, while volunteer 
organizations and local communities bring invaluable grassroots knowledge and rapid response 
capabilities. 
 
Preparedness is not measured by the number of relief goods distributed after disaster strikes. It 
is measured by the lives saved because warnings were heeded, evacuations were orderly, 
infrastructure proved resilient, and communities were ready long before danger arrived. 
 
As we observe Disaster Resilience Week, let us renew our collective commitment to building a 
culture of preparedness that extends beyond commemorative activities. Every household 
prepared, every school trained, every community organized, and every institution ready 
strengthens the nation’s capacity to withstand future challenges. 
 
True resilience is achieved not by government alone but by an informed, vigilant, and engaged 
citizenry working hand in hand with capable institutions. That is the essence of an all-of-nation 
approach—and the surest path toward a safer, more resilient Philippines.  
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
DENR promotes proper waste management, climate resilience for sustainable 
communities 
By: Luis Cueto 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) MIMAROPA continues to 
promote proper solid waste management and climate resilience by assisting local government 
units (LGUs) in improving environmental governance throughout the region. 
 
Assistant Regional Director for Technical Services Maximo C. Landrito of DENR MIMAROPA 
said proper waste management remains one of the agency’s priorities in building sustainable 
and resilient communities. 
 
He said the Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) continues to assist LGUs in 
implementing Republic Act No. 9003, or the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act, through 
capacity-building activities, technical assistance, financial support, and the provision of waste 
management equipment. 
 
“Patuloy ang EMB sa pagbibigay ng mga training sa ating mga LGUs tungkol sa mga bagong 
polisiya, best practices, at makabagong teknolohiya sa solid waste management. Nagbibigay rin 
kami ng mga kagamitan tulad ng shredder, composter, at iba pang suporta,” Landrito said 
during the July 8 episode of Arangkada MIMAROPA program of Philippine Information Agency 
MIMAROPA and Radyo Pilipinas-Palawan. 
 
He added that DENR’s climate change initiatives go beyond government action, stressing the 
need for cooperation among communities, local governments, educational institutions, civil 
society organizations, and other stakeholders. 
 
According to him, climate change affects every sector, particularly during disasters such as 
typhoons, flooding, and other extreme weather events, making collaboration essential in 
reducing environmental risks. 
 
“Ang pangangalaga ng kalikasan ay responsibilidad ng lahat. Sundin natin ang mga batas 
tungkol sa kalikasan at makiisa sa pangangalaga ng ating kagubatan at karagatan upang 
maging mas ligtas at mas matatag ang MIMAROPA para sa susunod na salinlahi,” Landrito 
said. 
 
Meanwhile, the department continues to conduct environmental education and public 
awareness campaigns in schools and communities to strengthen environmental stewardship 
and encourage greater public participation in conservation efforts. 
 
These initiatives are aligned with the directive of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. to advance 
sustainable environmental management, strengthen climate change adaptation, enforce 
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environmental laws, and empower communities to become active partners in protecting the 
country’s natural resources and ensuring a sustainable future.  

 
20 



 

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
LPA has ‘medium’ chance of becoming cyclone; may not enter PAR – Pagasa 
By: Mary Joy Salcedo 
 
The low-pressure area (LPA) being monitored outside the Philippine area of responsibility (PAR) 
has a “medium” chance of developing into a tropical cyclone in the next 24 hours, the state 
weather bureau reported on Monday. 
 
The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) 
also said the weather system has a low chance of entering PAR. 
 
According to Pagasa weather specialist Aldczar Aurelio, the LPA was last located 1,480 
kilometers east of Northeastern Mindanao, farther from the landmass, so “it does not have any 
direct effect on any part of the country.” 
 
“Based on our data today, it has the potential to become a cyclone. But the chances of it 
entering our Philippine area of responsibility are low,” he said in Filipino. 
 
Pagasa said the southwest monsoon, or habagat, is currently affecting the country. 
 
Metro Manila and the following areas in Luzon are expected to experience scattered rains and 
thunderstorms due to the monsoon: 
 
Ilocos Region 
Cordillera Administrative Region 
Zambales 
Bataan 
Tarlac 
Pampanga 
Bulacan 
Cavite 
Laguna 
Batangas 
Rizal 
Occidental Mindoro 
Oriental Mindoro 
Palawan  
The southwest monsoon is also expected to bring partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain 
showers or thunderstorms over the rest of Luzon. 
 
Partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or thunderstorms are also expected 
across the Visayas and Mindanao due to localized thunderstorms. 
 

 
21 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2262508/lpa-has-medium-chance-of-becoming-cyclone-may-not-enter-par-pagasa


 

Aurelio said the southwest monsoon is expected to weaken and no longer affect the country on 
Tuesday. 
 
“The dominant weather system will be easterlies, which are expected to linger in our country for 
the next two to three days,” he said in Filipino. 
 
No gale warning is in effect over any seaboard of the country, but fishermen are advised to 
exercise caution due to possible moderate to rough waves, especially along the northern and 
western seaboards of Luzon. /mcm 
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TIME MAGAZINE 
 
How the Iran War Worsens the Climate Crisis 
By: Sarah Yerkes and Alejandro Martin Rodriguez 
 
On Wednesday, President Donald Trump told reporters at the NATO summit in Ankara that the 
initial agreement to end the war between the United States and Iran—which had largely halted 
the hostilities—was “over.” Washington and Tehran have traded military strikes over the past two 
days. 
 
Fears of a reignited conflict are rising, even as the true cost of war is only beginning to be 
tallied. Alongside the thousands of deaths, the destruction of infrastructure, and the global 
economic costs, the war is exacerbating existing climate vulnerabilities and exposing the people 
of the region to an increasingly dangerous and nearly uninhabitable reality. 
 
A combination of conflict and climate change has most acutely affected Iran and the broader 
Middle East and North Africa. Water is rationed, temperatures are breaking records, and 
droughts have been increasingly severe. Temperatures in the region are expected to rise by 
twice the global average during the 21st century. Syria, Libya, and Yemen have already endured 
civil wars and protracted humanitarian crises. Climate change and conflict share a complex, 
multidimensional relationship, each capable of exacerbating the other. 
 
Iran war and climate crisis 
The war with Iran has reinforced this threat-multiplying dynamic, displacing millions throughout 
Iran and Lebanon. On Mar. 7, Iran accused the U.S. of attacking a desalination plant on Qeshm 
Island in the southern province of Hormozgan, near the Strait of Hormuz. Iranian Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araghchi claimed the attack had disrupted the water supply for 30 villages. 
 
The very next day, Bahrain accused Iran of firing a drone that damaged a desalination plant—a 
facility absolutely critical to the tiny Gulf state for converting seawater into drinking water. 
Around the same time, the United Arab Emirates reported an attack on the Fujairah F1 power 
and water plant. Iran, meanwhile, claimed that two water reservoirs were damaged and 
thousands of people lost access to drinking water following American strikes on the southern 
Iranian towns of Jask and Sirik in early June. 
 
Desalination meets more than two-thirds of total water demand in some countries in the Middle 
East and North Africa, a region under extreme climate change-induced water stress. And such 
attacks are not merely tactics of war, but the brutal intersection of the logic of war and the logic 
of climate vulnerability. 
 
Scholarly research demonstrates that water scarcity induced by climate change and conflict 
exacerbates security vulnerabilities across the Middle East and North Africa, a dynamic that has 
fueled increased conflict, fragility, and violence in the past. Water resources in the region were 
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already critically strained before the war; Gulf states, Iran, and Iraq had experienced some of 
the worst climate-induced droughts on record.  
 
Beyond targeted attacks on desalination plants, strikes against civilian and industrial 
infrastructure since war started—including strikes on oil facilities and chemical plants—have 
polluted the region’s already fragile waterways. As World Health Organization Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus has warned, attacks on petroleum facilities in Iran at the outset 
of the war, including those targeting the Shahran oil depot and the Shahr-e Rey refinery in 
Tehran, risked “contaminating food, water, and air,” with potentially severe health consequences 
for children and the elderly. 
 
The conflict is also deepening these vulnerabilities by diverting governments’ attention, capacity, 
and funding away from the climate resilience and adaptation investments their populations 
urgently need. The war has caused at least $58 billion in damage to energy infrastructure 
across the Gulf, and slashed tourism revenues by around $600 million a day since hostilities 
began. The result is regional governments left with fewer resources to adapt to the worsening 
climate crisis, including efforts to combat water scarcity. 
 
All this is unfolding during the “great aid recession,” with eight of the ten largest humanitarian 
donors having cut funding since 2022. The result is populations ever more vulnerable to 
tensions over water, energy, and food access, tensions that risk stoking displacement, 
particularly among the more vulnerable groups: refugees, farmers, and women. 
 
Wars and greenhouse gases 
The greenhouse gas emissions generated by the war add yet another dimension to an already 
grave situation. The conflict’s military activity is compounding the medium and long-term climate 
pressures already bearing down on the region. Estimates suggest that in its first two weeks 
alone, the war produced five million tons of CO2 emissions, more than the combined annual 
emissions of 84 countries. 
 
The sources are varied: the destruction of homes and buildings, the burning of fuel reserves, the 
fuel consumed in combat operations, the embodied carbon of military equipment, and the 
production and use of missiles and drones. And eventual post-war reconstruction efforts will 
further add to the emissions. 
 
Even after the war ends, experts expect military spending to rise, driven by an increasingly 
volatile geopolitical landscape. Higher military spending means higher military emissions. The 
White House’s $1.5 trillion Pentagon budget request, submitted weeks after the war began, 
would generate an estimated 267 megatons of carbon pollution. All of this imposes a double 
burden on the climate crisis: more emissions and less investment available for the transition to 
renewables or the adaptation of societies to effects of climate change they already face. 
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A durable end to the war remains an urgent priority, but the risks do not end there. Climate 
change will continue to exacerbate conflict long after the guns fall silent, with profound 
implications for human security, national stability, and international peace. 
 
The conflict deepens these implications on three fronts: the targeting of desalination plants and 
the disruption of clean water access are pushing an already water-scarce region closer to the 
edge; governments are redirecting resources away from necessary investments in adaptation 
and resilience; and the conflict’s CO2 emissions are amplifying the very climate pressures 
driving that scarcity. 
 
The combined pressures of war and climate are already reshaping the movement of people 
across the region. Thousands of migrant workers from South Asia returned home following the 
outbreak of war, affecting the role of remittances in their local economies. Still, the majority of 
workers in the Gulf countries have chosen to stay given the absence of better economic 
opportunities in their homelands. 
 
The region was already home to 24.3 million forcibly displaced people before the war began. 
According to the United Nations refugee agency, an additional 3.2 million people have since 
been internally displaced in Iran and more than one million in Lebanon. The conflict is yet 
another stark example of how the logic of war is increasingly colliding with the logic of climate 
vulnerability—a collision that persists despite the continued denial of climate reality by some of 
the world’s most powerful leaders.  
 
Understanding this dynamic can help us better grasp why desalination plants in Iran and 
Bahrain or cultivated land in Lebanon are becoming ever more common targets of military 
strategy. In a region where climate change has already strained access to critical resources for 
millions, every day that the conflict remains unresolved is another day the people of the region 
must confront threats to their very survival.  
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 

BUSINESS MIRROR 
 
Leading change: Women in climate diplomacy 
 
The International Day of Women in Diplomacy recognizes the indispensable contributions of 
women in shaping international relations and global governance. It is both a celebration and a 
reminder that diplomacy is most effective when it reflects the diversity of the world it represents. 
As global challenges become increasingly interconnected, inclusive leadership is essential to 
build lasting solutions.  
 
Among the many fields where women have made a profound impact, climate diplomacy stands 
out. As the world confronts accelerating environmental crises, from biodiversity degradation to 
rising global temperatures, the need for international cooperation has never been more 
imperative. Climate diplomacy, the negotiation of global agreements and coordination of 
collective climate action, has emerged as a significant approach to addressing environmental 
issues as these are increasingly intertwined with other more traditional areas of foreign 
relations. Today, climate issues are closely linked to economic development, trade, migration, 
and public health, making them an integral part of diplomatic engagement. 
 
Women have played central roles in advancing international climate cooperation, emphasizing 
collaboration, inclusivity and long-term thinking in negotiations that involve complex national 
interests. In the Philippines, although climate diplomacy has often been associated with a few 
prominent public figures, many Filipina diplomats have made significant contributions to 
advance the country’s climate agenda. Women career diplomats from the Department of 
Foreign Affairs (DFA) have participated in international climate negotiations since the early 
1990s, particularly in discussions on climate finance, adaptation, and international cooperation. 
Some have served in leadership positions within the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, representing not only the Philippines but also broader negotiating groups of 
developing countries. Their work has helped shape and establish major international climate 
finance mechanisms that support developing countries in responding to the impacts of climate 
change.  
 
Beyond direct participation in climate negotiations, Filipina diplomats have also advanced 
Philippine climate diplomacy through multilateral, regional and bilateral engagement. Senior 
officials within the DFA oversee the country’s participation in international climate negotiations 
and promote the integration of climate change and sustainable development into Philippine 
foreign policy through organizations such as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the 
United Nations. Others have represented the Philippines in multilateral discussions where 
climate change intersects with sustainable development, global governance and disaster risk 
reduction. 
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The contributions of women to Philippine climate diplomacy also extend beyond the DFA. 
Officials from agencies responsible for environmental management and climate governance 
regularly participate in international climate negotiations and support the implementation of 
international climate agreements. At the same time, Filipino women from academia, civil society 
and other organizations have emerged as influential advocates for climate justice, ensuring that 
Philippine perspectives and the voices of vulnerable communities are represented in global 
climate discussions. 
 
The number of widely recognized Filipina climate diplomats reflects the collaborative nature of 
Philippine climate diplomacy. Philippine delegations to international climate negotiations are 
typically composed of career diplomats from the DFA working alongside officials from the 
Climate Change Commission, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, and 
experts in science, law, economics, and public policy. This multidisciplinary approach highlights 
that successful diplomacy depends not only on formal negotiations but also on the diverse 
expertise and perspectives that inform national positions. 
 
The International Day of Women in Diplomacy is therefore more than a symbolic celebration. It 
is an opportunity to recognize the tangible contributions women have made to shape global 
governance and address some of the world’s most pressing challenges, including climate 
change. Their leadership demonstrates that diverse perspectives strengthen decision-making 
and foster collaboration. 
 
These lessons resonate strongly with R.G. Manabat & Co. (KPMG in the Philippines) and 
reinforce the firm’s commitment to Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI). Just as inclusive 
representation strengthens diplomacy and international cooperation, diverse perspectives 
enable organizations to drive innovation and create greater value for clients and stakeholders. 
The achievements of women in diplomacy underscore the importance of providing equitable 
opportunities for women and underrepresented groups to contribute, lead, and shape outcomes.  
 
For the firm, the DEI is not simply a workplace initiative, but a long-term organizational 
commitment embedded in the firm’s culture and values. Through policies and programs that 
promote inclusion, fairness, and equal opportunity, the firm seeks to cultivate a workplace where 
every individual can thrive and contribute meaningfully. These initiatives support the long-term 
sustainability of an inclusive organizational culture while advancing the firm’s broader 
environmental, social, and governance objectives. Through fostering diversity and 
accountability, the firm is better positioned to respond to an increasingly complex and 
interconnected global environment. 
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DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
CCC, Germany boost climate action 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) and the Federal Republic of Germany are stepping up 
efforts to strengthen climate resilience and biodiversity protection through the Transformative 
Actions for Climate and Ecological Protection and Development (TRANSCEND) Project. 
 
The initiative seeks to translate the Philippines' climate and biodiversity commitments into 
concrete programs at the local level while helping communities adapt to the growing impacts of 
climate change. 
 
During the 2nd National Technical Working Group Conference, representatives from national 
government agencies, local government units (LGUs), development partners, and implementing 
organizations reviewed the project's progress and discussed ways to improve coordination and 
implementation. 
 
CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said the project has entered a 
crucial phase following President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s issuance of a special authority 
authorizing its full implementation. 
 
"We are united by a common purpose: turning our climate and biodiversity commitments into 
lasting action for people, communities, and ecosystems," Borje said. 
 
The TRANSCEND Project focuses on key areas such as biodiversity conservation, urban 
ecosystem-based adaptation, energy efficiency for micro, small, and medium enterprises, 
sustainable transport and climate governance. 
 
Over the past year, participating LGUs have begun integrating national climate and biodiversity 
goals into their local development plans, marking the project's shift from planning to 
implementation. 
 
On the sidelines of the 64th Sessions of the Subsidiary Bodies (SB64) of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change in Bonn, Germany, Philippine officials from the CCC 
and the Department of Environment and Natural Resources met with representatives of 
Germany's International Climate Initiative (IKI) to discuss the project's progress. 
 
The talks focused on strengthening climate financing for LGUs through mechanisms such as the 
People's Survival Fund, Green Climate Fund, and Global Environment Facility, while advancing 
the country's Nationally Determined Contributions, biodiversity conservation, and adaptation 
programs. 
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CCC, Germany boost local climate action through TRANSCEND 
By: Kate Villar 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC), in partnership with the Federal Republic of Germany, 
is boosting local climate action and protecting biodiversity through the Transformative Actions 
for Climate and Ecological Protection and Development (TRANSCEND) Project. 
 
The project aims to support the country’s efforts to translate national climate and biodiversity 
commitments into definite actions, all while prioritizing resilience across communities. 
 
During the second National Technical Working Group (TWG) conference, stakeholders, local 
government units (LGUs), development partners, and implementing organizations assembled to 
strengthen their coordination across project components. 
 
Meanwhile, CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert Borje underscored the 
importance of concrete results at the local level, following the issuance of a special authority 
from President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. 
 
“We are gathered here, united by a common purpose: turning our climate and biodiversity 
commitments into action that lasts for people, communities, and ecosystems,” Borje said. 
 
TRANSCEND also intends to reinforce coordinated action across sectors, including biodiversity, 
urban ecosystem-based adaptation, energy efficiency in micro, small, and medium enterprises, 
transport, and governance. 
 
Borje further emphasized that it reflects a significant priority, emphasizing the need for strong 
collaboration across sectors to address interconnected climate and biodiversity challenges. 
 
Over the past year, implementation has moved from planning to action, with LGUs beginning to 
align development plans with national climate and biodiversity strategies. 
 
Furthermore, initial progress across project sites has demonstrated the value of coordinated 
efforts, while also surfacing key challenges that require sustained collaboration. 
 
The TRANSCEND Project is a joint initiative of the Philippines and Germany through termany’s 
International Climate Initiative (IKI), which aims at targeting solutions in climate adaptation, 
emissions mitigation, and biodiversity conservation in the Philippines. 
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One country, one set of numbers 
By: Ginggay Hontiveros-Malvar 
 
Imagine two companies located in the same area reporting the same amount of electricity used 
in their operations. Yet one reports 100 tons of carbon emissions while the other reports 120. 
 
Who is correct? Possibly both.  
 
That is because they may simply be using different emission factors. It sounds like a small 
technical issue, but it creates a very real problem. Companies, investors, regulators and even 
government agencies can end up looking at different carbon numbers for exactly the same 
activity. 
 
As sustainability reporting becomes more common in the Philippines, this issue will only become 
more obvious. Today, companies often rely on different consultants, different databases, 
different international references, or their own internal assumptions to calculate greenhouse gas 
emissions. Some use IPCC default values. Others use international databases. Some develop 
their own methodologies. The result is inconsistency. 
 
If we want sustainability reporting to become more credible, comparable and useful, then 
perhaps it is time for the Philippines to establish a Philippine Emissions Factor Registry — one 
official national source of emission factors that everyone can use. I presented an initial concept 
paper at our recent PSRC meeting held on June 30 and chaired by SGV/EY’s Benjamin 
Villacorta.  
 
This is not about creating another layer of bureaucracy. It is about creating one trusted source of 
truth. Think of it as a common measuring tape. If everyone measures using the same ruler, then 
comparisons become fairer and decisions become better. 
 
The benefits go far beyond corporate reporting. The government can produce more accurate 
national greenhouse gas inventories. Companies can prepare sustainability reports with greater 
confidence and at lower cost. Investors can compare companies using consistent assumptions 
instead of wondering why similar businesses report very different emissions. Carbon markets 
become more credible. Transition finance becomes easier to support. And as the country 
prepares for wider adoption of PFRS Sustainability Disclosure Standards, a common set of 
emission factors would provide a much stronger technical foundation. 
 
The good news is that we do not need to start from scratch. The Philippines already has many 
of the building blocks. The Department of Energy (DoE) already publishes electricity grid 
emission factors. Various government agencies already collect fuel, agriculture, transport, waste 
and forestry data. The Climate Change Commission (CCC) already coordinates the country’s 
greenhouse gas inventory. Rather than creating a new institution, we can build on what already 
exists. 
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A practical governance model could have the CCC serve as the overall registry lead, while 
sector agencies maintain the factors within their respective areas of expertise. The DoE could 
oversee energy-related factors. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources could 
handle industry, waste and forestry. The Department of Agriculture and the Philippine Statistics 
Authority could support agriculture, while the Department of Transportation could oversee 
transport-related factors. 
 
This also does not need to be a massive project. We can start small. 
 
Phase one could focus on the emission factors that most companies use every day — 
electricity, fuels, transport, cement, refrigerants, agriculture and waste. These alone would cover 
a large portion of corporate greenhouse gas reporting. Additional sectors can be added over 
time as more data becomes available. 
 
Equally important, the registry should remain practical. It should follow internationally accepted 
IPCC guidance while gradually developing Philippine-specific factors where local data is 
available. It should integrate with existing government reporting systems instead of creating new 
reporting requirements. And every emission factor should be accompanied by a simple “Factor 
Card” explaining where it came from, how it was calculated, how often it is updated, and who is 
responsible for maintaining it. Transparency builds confidence. 
 
One concern people raise is whether emission factors need to be perfect before they can be 
published. The answer is no. Like many successful public databases around the world, the 
registry can improve over time. We can look to many examples in other economies of how they 
started and built their own registries. Version 1.0 does not need to answer every question. It 
simply needs to provide one official starting point that everyone can rely on. 
 
Consistency is often more valuable than perfection. As the saying goes, you cannot improve 
what you cannot consistently measure. Climate action is no longer just about reducing 
emissions. It is increasingly about building the institutions that allow us to measure, compare 
and improve our performance over time. The Philippines has made significant progress in 
climate policy, renewable energy and sustainability reporting over the past decade. We need to 
continue taking the next important step.  
 
One country. One official set of emission factors. One trusted foundation upon which 
businesses, investors, regulators and government can all build.  
 
A Philippine Emissions Factor Registry may sound technical, but in reality, it is about something 
much bigger: giving the country one trusted language for measuring climate progress. 
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Govt pushes for energy diversification 
By: Catherine S. Valente 
 
THE Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the importance of diversifying energy 
sources as a key strategy to strengthen the Philippines’ energy security and support a just 
transition. 
 
During the Philippine Renewable Energy Leaders Reception, CCC Vice Chairman and 
Executive Director Robert Borje said that renewable energy played a crucial role in diversifying 
the country’s power mix and reducing systemic vulnerabilities across the energy sector. 
 
“If pursued well, renewable energy can contribute to a system that delivers security, affordability, 
and resilience together," Borje said. 
 
"Not simply by diversifying the power mix, but by helping reduce vulnerabilities, strengthen 
investor confidence, improve long-term competitiveness, and support a more resilient pattern of 
economic growth," he added. 
 
Borje said that diversifying the country’s energy mix through renewable and indigenous sources 
also supported the country’s climate goals, including the implementation of the Nationally 
Determined Contribution, while reducing dependence on imported fuels and enhancing energy 
security. 
 
According to the International Energy Agency (IEA), the country’s renewable energy supply 
largely comes from geothermal at 9.1 percent and hydropower at 8.7 percent, while solar and 
wind continue to expand as part of efforts to broaden the energy mix. 
 
The CCC official also said that the urgency of this shift was underscored by the country’s 
continued reliance on imported energy. 
 
Data from the IEA showed that the Philippines heavily depends on foreign sources for its fossil 
fuel needs, importing 67.5 percent of its total coal supply and 95 percent of its total crude oil 
supply. 
 
Borje said that the transition must be pursued with care, ensuring that communities benefit and 
that the process remains just, particularly for those whose livelihoods may be affected. 
 
He added that building an energy system that is sustainable, renewable, affordable, resilient, 
and capable of withstanding future shocks may become one of the defining development 
imperatives of this generation. 
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The Philippine Renewable Energy Leaders Reception convened government leaders, industry 
stakeholders, investors, development partners, and members of the broader energy community 
to strengthen coordination, promote knowledge exchange, and advance energy diversification 
toward a more secure, resilient, and sustainable energy future for the Philippines. 
 
The CCC said it remained committed to promoting energy diversification and supporting a just 
transition toward a more secure and resilient energy future. 
 

  =END= 
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