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We must prepare for a harsher climate: The Daily Star

It is disturbing to see the monsoon wreak such havoc across large parts of Bangladesh. Almost
half the country, including the capital, has been submerged by torrential rain. More than a million
people reportedly remain marooned in a number of districts. With the rain forecast to continue,
the situation may take a turn for the worse. Already, landslides, flash floods, and waterlogging
have combined to cause the death of at least 44 people since last week.

BUSINESS WORLD

Environmental groups urge stronger action on climate, conservation ahead of SONA
By: Kaizzer Angela Marie V. Manuba

Environmental groups, scientists, and community advocates called for stronger government
action on climate change, biodiversity protection, and environmental governance ahead of
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr’s fourth State of the Nation Address (SONA), while
expressing hope that greater public participation can help address the country’s ecological
challenges.


https://asianews.network/we-must-prepare-for-a-harsher-climate-the-daily-star/
https://bworldonline.com/the-nation/2026/07/13/762898/environmental-groups-urge-stronger-action-on-climate-conservation-ahead-of-sona/
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DOST-7 urges C. Visayas LGUs to use GeoRiskPH for hazard assessment
By: Myrtle Pasigan

The Department of Science and Technology (DOST) Region 7 is encouraging local government
units (LGUs) in Central Visayas to adopt the GeoRiskPH platform to strengthen disaster
preparedness, hazard assessment and development planning.

Tandag strengthens disaster resilience through whole-of-government action
By: Nida Grace P. Barcena

Reinforcing the national call for a safer and more resilient Philippines, the city government of
Tandag launched its observance of the National Disaster Resilience Month, highlighting the
importance of proactive governance, community preparedness, and collective action in building
disaster-resilient communities under the Bagong Pilipinas agenda of President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr.
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Trees at La Union capitol store 83 tons of carbon, offset emissions
By: Hilda Austria

The 449 trees planted at the provincial capitol complex in San Fernando City, La Union, help
mitigate climate change by absorbing carbon dioxide emissions, according to the provincial
government.

TS Josie enters PAR, less likely to directly affect PH weather
By: Ma. Teresa Montemayor

Tropical Storm Josie (Haishen) has entered the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) but is
less likely to directly affect the country's weather conditions throughout the forecast period, the
state weather bureau said Tuesday.

THE STAR

Philippines calls for stronger Asean crisis communication and coordination

The Philippines has called for Asean to strengthen regional crisis communication and
coordination after the conflict in West Asia exposed the bloc's vulnerability to disruptions
affecting energy security, trade and food supply chains.


https://pia.gov.ph/news/dost-7-urges-c-visayas-lgus-to-use-georiskph-for-hazard-assessment/
https://pia.gov.ph/disaster-information-service/tandag-strengthens-disaster-resilience-through-whole-of-government-action/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1279330
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1279368
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2026/07/12/philippines-calls-for-stronger-asean-crisis-communication-and-coordination#goog_rewarded

UN WOMEN

Climate Action, Humanitarian Action and Disaster Risk Reduction

The Asia-Pacific region is one of the most disaster-prone regions in the world, and home to nine
of the top 15 countries most vulnerable to disaster impacts[1]. In the past decade, the
Asia-Pacific region accounted for 41 per cent of all disasters worldwide, and over 90 per cent of
all global deaths from disasters[2]. The region is also home to a number of protracted crises,
which, when combined with the effects of natural disasters, give rise to complex humanitarian
emergencies. Yet the impacts of disasters and crises are not gender-neutral, and global
evidence increasingly shows that when disasters strike and humanitarian crises unfold, women
and girls bear the brunt of the impact.
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PHL. Germany project to boost climate action. protect biodiversity
By: Jonathan Mayuga

THE Climate Change Commission (CCC), in partnership with the Federal Republic of Germany,
is strengthening the implementation of local climate action and biodiversity protection through
the Transformative Actions for Climate and Ecological Protection and Development (Transcend)
Project.
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PH, Germany boost climate action, biodiversity protection

The Climate Change Commission (CCC), in partnership with the Federal Republic of Germany,
is strengthening coordinated project implementation to boost local climate action and protect
biodiversity through the Transformative Actions for Climate and Ecological Protection and
Development (TRANSCEND) Project.
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https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/focus-areas/resilience
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2026/07/13/phl-germany-project-to-boost-climate-action-protect-biodiversity/
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We must prepare for a harsher climate: The Daily Star

It is disturbing to see the monsoon wreak such havoc across large parts of Bangladesh. Almost
half the country, including the capital, has been submerged by torrential rain. More than a million
people reportedly remain marooned in a number of districts. With the rain forecast to continue,
the situation may take a turn for the worse. Already, landslides, flash floods, and waterlogging
have combined to cause the death of at least 44 people since last week.

The rain has upended lives everywhere. Thousands in the southeast have lost their homes;
many are struggling to access fresh water, food, and even dry land to bury deceased loved
ones. Since Wednesday, some areas have lost electricity and cellular connectivity. Reaching
remote areas with aid, especially in the hills, has therefore become a challenge. Meanwhile,
waterlogging has brought the port city to a halt, a situation that Dhaka has also experienced
since early Sunday after incessant rain left roads inundated. While HSC exams had to be
postponed in the southeast, some educational institutions in the capital on Sunday had the good
sense to move classes online.

Flooding and waterlogging are nothing new, yet we never seem to be prepared for them.
Preparedness becomes a response that follows after, often as a last-minute response, and
never in a manner commensurate with the scale of an otherwise routine threat. This is
worsened by our inefficiency, lack of foresight, and disregard for rules. The prolonged flooding in
South Chattogram and Cox’s Bazar is a case in point. According to Bangladesh Water
Development Board officials, some influential owners of fish and shrimp enclosures have kept
the sluice gates of several rivers and channels shut, preventing floodwater in the hills from
draining into the Bay of Bengal. Moreover, illegal embankments built by land grabbers have
restricted the natural flow of floodwaters.

In the two biggest cities of the country, waterlogging is mainly a result of unplanned
urbanisation. Over the decades, authorities have allowed the destruction of the cities’ natural
drainage systems to a point where million-dollar projects, even when finally completed, cannot
fix the problems caused by heavy rainfall. Instead, some projects undertaken by city authorities
during the monsoon only add to residents’ misery. In Dhaka, for instance, rainwater accumulates
and conceals numerous potholes and pits dug by public agencies, causing vehicles to become
stuck and exposing pedestrians to various risks. Ironically, in lakeside neighbourhoods such as
Dhanmondi and Hatirjheel, blocked sewers often prevent water from flowing into adjacent water
bodies.

We cannot control natural phenomena but, by now, we should have mastered the means to
mitigate their impact. Heeding weather warnings, taking timely measures, protecting natural
systems from land grabbers, and rebuilding cities to withstand extreme weather events can no
longer be delayed. We urge the government to incorporate these measures into every phase of
infrastructure planning and disaster preparedness going forward. Undoubtedly, the ongoing


https://asianews.network/we-must-prepare-for-a-harsher-climate-the-daily-star/

disasters call for emergency interventions, including proper delivery of aid. However, such
measures cannot prepare us for increasingly intense climate change in the long term. That is
where our main focus should be: being prepared for a worse monsoon.
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Environmental groups urge stronger action on climate. conservation ahead of SONA
By: Kaizzer Angela Marie V. Manuba

Environmental groups, scientists, and community advocates called for stronger government
action on climate change, biodiversity protection, and environmental governance ahead of
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr’s fourth State of the Nation Address (SONA), while
expressing hope that greater public participation can help address the country’s ecological
challenges.

At the “Plundered, Not Poor: State of the Philippine Environment 2026” forum held on Friday at
the University of the Philippines Diliman, the speakers highlighted concerns over environmental
degradation, extractive projects, and the protection of environmental defenders, while
emphasizing the role of citizens and communities in advancing sustainable development. Maps

Center for Environmental Concerns (CEC) executive director Mattie Balagat said environmental
groups remain critical of the administration’s performance on environmental issues.

“Four years into the Marcos Jr. administration, the verdict of the environmental movement is
definitive: it is a failure. We see no genuine climate action—only the worsening
commercialization of our patrimony, the masking of corporate destruction as ‘green solutions,’
and the violent silencing of our defenders,” Ms. Balagat said.

Living Laudato Si’ Philippines executive director and national convener of Aksyon Klima
Pilipinas Rodne R. Galicha said stronger implementation of environmental policies and
science-based decision-making are needed to improve climate resilience.

“Corruption in environmental governance has many faces. It is not only bribery or stolen public
funds. It also happens when political influence overrides science, when environmental laws are
selectively enforced, when public resources finance projects that weaken climate resilience, and
when communities bear the environmental costs while a few enjoy the benefits,” Mr. Galicha
said.

Speakers also raised concerns about the effects of large-scale projects on biodiversity and local
communities. Representatives from mining-affected and Indigenous communities called for
greater protection of natural resources and ancestral lands.

“I do hope and pray that if you believe that our forest is worth protecting, if you believe our rivers
deserve to remain clean, that farmers and fisherfolk deserve a future, and that our children
deserve to inherit a country rich in life, not only on a matter of resources, stand with us in this
fight,” said Zesirie G. Enggo of the Kasibu Inter-Tribal Response towards Ecological
Development (KIRED).


https://bworldonline.com/the-nation/2026/07/13/762898/environmental-groups-urge-stronger-action-on-climate-conservation-ahead-of-sona/

KATRIBU secretary general Funa-ay Claver said the shift to renewable energy should also
uphold Indigenous Peoples’ rights.

“The transition to renewable energy is not ‘just’ if it follows the same model of land grabbing,
rights violations, and corporate plunder as seen in extractive projects. A truly just transition is
rooted in justice and respect for Indigenous Peoples’ rights to ancestral land and
self-determination,” Ms. Claver said.

The proposed Waste-to-Energy project in Smokey Mountain also drew criticism from
environmental advocates, who called for greater investment in zero-waste initiatives.

“The government must strictly enforce RA 9003 and RA 8749 rather than funding toxic and
destructive incinerating false solutions. We demand immediate investment in community-based
and humane Zero Waste systems that uplift our marginalized families instead of displacing
them. True environmental justice empowers communities to manage resources safely, rather
than burning our future to ashes,” said Shey Levita of Plastic Free Pilipinas under the EcoWaste
Coalition.

The forum likewise highlighted the situation of land and environmental defenders. Emmanuel
Acosta, convenor of the Defend Negros Network, called for accountability in cases involving
human rights violations.

“The government’s attempts to cover up the killings and other human rights violations against
land and environmental defenders expose its deep complicity in silencing dissent. As Marcos Jr.
prepares to tout gains in agriculture and counterinsurgency efforts in his upcoming SONA, the
public must remember that the food on our tables has too often been produced at the cost of
farmers’ blood, spilled in the pursuit of justice,” Mr. Acosta said.

Closing the event, IBON Foundation executive director Jose Enrique “Sonny” A. Africa stressed
that development should benefit both people and the environment.

“Upper middle-income status from growth that plunders our land, waters, and mountains to
enrich a few while making communities poorer isn’t progress. Our hope for more democratic
politics, sustainability, and real development lies in the people, not with the trapos and capitalists
who cause the problem to begin with,” Mr. Africa said.

Despite the concerns raised, participants expressed optimism that stronger public engagement,
accountability, and cooperation among communities, scientists, and advocates can help
advance environmental protection and sustainable development in the country.
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DOST-7 urges C. Visayas LGUs to use GeoRiskPH for hazard assessment
By: Myrtle Pasigan

The Department of Science and Technology (DOST) Region 7 is encouraging local government
units (LGUs) in Central Visayas to adopt the GeoRiskPH platform to strengthen disaster
preparedness, hazard assessment and development planning.

More than 130 representatives from LGUs and partner agencies across the region joined the
Online Orientation on the GeoRiskPH Platform, organized by DOST-7 as vice chairperson of the
Prevention and Mitigation Cluster of the Regional Disaster Risk Reduction and Management
Council (RDRRMC)-7.

The activity supports a proposed resolution to institutionalize GeoRiskPH as an official tool for
hazard assessment, planning, and disaster risk reduction and management (DRRM)
decision-making among LGUs in Central Visayas.

DOST-7 Regional Director Tristan Abando underscored the importance of using science and
data in governance, especially as the Philippines remains one of the world’s most
disaster-prone countries.

“Ang Pilipinas nagpabiling usa sa mga hazard-prone countries sa kalibutan. Kung mahitabo ang
El Nifo, linog, o baha, andam ba kita? Daghan na kaayong impormasyon ug mga simulation
nga gihatag aron maandam ta. Wala ta’'y kakulang sa mga tools; ang atong hagit mao kung
unsaon nato paggamit niini aron makatabang sa atong pagplano,” Abando said.

(The Philippines remains one of the most hazard-prone countries in the world. When EI Nifo,
earthquakes, or floods occur, are we ready? A lot of information and simulations have already
been provided to prepare us. We have no shortage of tools; our challenge is how we use them
to help with our planning.)

He said disaster preparedness should focus not only on response but also on integrating
science-based information into everyday planning and decision-making.

“‘“Ang DOST nagtuo nga ang pinakamaayong paagi mao ang paggamit sa science ug data sa
atong decision-making. Daghan ta’g ginahimong preparasyon aron malikayan ug maminusan
ang epekto sa mga kalamidad, apan ato ba kining gibase sa science ug data?” he said.

(DOST believes the best way is to use science and data in our decision-making. We are making
a lot of preparations to avoid and minimize the impact of disasters, but are we basing them on
science and data?)


https://pia.gov.ph/news/dost-7-urges-c-visayas-lgus-to-use-georiskph-for-hazard-assessment/

Abando said hazard maps should no longer be treated as optional references, particularly in
infrastructure planning and development projects.

“The hazard maps are not optional references. They are essential tools that can help prevent
the impacts of hazards and guide smarter and more informed decisions,” he said.

GeoRiskPH is a web-based platform launched in 2018 that integrates government datasets and
hazard information to support evidence-based planning and disaster risk reduction.

Among the tools featured during the orientation was HazardHunterPH, which lets users identify
site-specific hazards by selecting a location on the map.

The system provides information on nearby active faults, volcanoes, and other hazards, along
with corresponding assessments and recommendations.

Participants were also introduced to HazardHunterPH Pro, an enhanced version that can
assess up to 100 sites at once, maintain assessment records, and generate dashboards for
more comprehensive planning.

Other tools showcased included GeoMapperPH, which lets users create and digitize geographic
features and datasets for a multi-user platform, and GeoAnalyticsPH, which provides geospatial
analytics useful in preparing Comprehensive Land Use Plans and other local development
plans.

GeoAnalyticsPH Pro incorporates Climate and Disaster Risk Assessment (CDRA) features
developed with the Department of Human Settlements and Urban Development (DHSUD).

According to DOST, GeoRiskPH promotes a holistic approach to disaster risk reduction by
linking hazard-related data across agencies and local governments.

“When it comes to hazards, they are not localized. It requires a holistic approach. GeoRiskPH
bridges data so we can work together and gradually build a more comprehensive disaster
information system for the country,” said Conrado Alfonso Favis, science research specialist Il
for GeoRiskPH at DOST-PHIVOLCS.

DOST said the platform supports the three critical phases of disaster management — readiness,
response, and recovery — helping communities become more resilient against natural hazards.

Abando said the initiative aligns with the government’s broader goal of mainstreaming science
and technology in public service.

“Science should create real solutions and opportunities for our people. Through platforms like
GeoRiskPH, we can make smarter and more informed decisions that will ultimately protect lives,
safeguard investments, and strengthen community resilience,” he said.



DOST-7 continues to encourage LGUs to enter partnerships that will enable wider access to
advanced GeoRiskPH tools and further institutionalize science-based disaster risk reduction
across Central Visayas.

10



Tandagq strengthens disaster resilience through whole-of-government action
By: Nida Grace P. Barcena

Reinforcing the national call for a safer and more resilient Philippines, the city government of
Tandag launched its observance of the National Disaster Resilience Month, highlighting the
importance of proactive governance, community preparedness, and collective action in building
disaster-resilient communities under the Bagong Pilipinas agenda of President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr.

Held on July 6, with the theme “Naghahanda at Kumikilos Para sa Panatag na Bagong
Pilipinas,” the opening program at the Parkshed of the Tandag City Hall compound in Barangay
Awasian brought together members of the Surigao del Norte Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Office, Tandag City Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council
(CDRRMC) members chaired by Mayor Roxanne Pimentel, city and barangay officials,
government employees, national government agencies, and development partners in a
collective call to strengthen disaster resilience.

The observance highlighted the importance of whole-of-government and whole-of-society
collaboration in reducing disaster risks amid the increasing threats posed by climate change and
natural hazards.

CDRRM Officer Reveen John Geli presented the city’s major disaster risk reduction and
management accomplishments during the first half of 2026, underscoring Tandag’s sustained
investments in building resilient communities.

Key accomplishments include a citywide earthquake and tsunami drill, a four-day CDRRM
updating and planning workshop, community-based preparedness activities, capacity-building
initiatives, and other resilience-building programs.

“Our accomplishments show that disaster resilience is not built overnight. It is achieved through
continuous planning, collaboration, and community participation,” Geli said.

Following the opening ceremony, the CDRRMC convened its third-quarter full council meeting,
presided over by Vice Mayor Eleanor Momo on behalf of Mayor Roxanne Pimentel, where
members approved strategic measures to strengthen the city’s disaster preparedness and
emergency response systems.

Among the significant actions taken by the council was the approval of humanitarian assistance
for families affected by the recent earthquake in Sarangani Province, reflecting Tandag City’s
commitment to solidarity and humanitarian action beyond its jurisdiction.

The council likewise approved the Tandag City ElI Nifio Action Plan, which outlines

preparedness and response strategies to mitigate the effects of prolonged dry conditions on
agriculture, water resources, health, and other critical sectors.
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To further institutionalize participatory governance, the council also received an orientation on
the Philippine Open Government Partnership (OGP) Localization Program, emphasizing
transparency, accountability, citizen participation, and responsive governance in local disaster
risk reduction planning.

The activity reaffirmed that disaster resilience extends beyond emergency response. It requires
sound policies, evidence-based planning, sustained investments, and active citizen participation
to reduce vulnerabilities and protect lives.

As disasters continue to become more frequent and complex, Tandag City’s initiatives
demonstrate how local governments can translate national priorities into concrete community
actions, advancing the vision of a safer, more resilient, and Panatag na Bagong Pilipinas
through effective local governance.
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Trees at La Union capitol store 83 tons of carbon. offset emissions
By: Hilda Austria

The 449 trees planted at the provincial capitol complex in San Fernando City, La Union, help
mitigate climate change by absorbing carbon dioxide emissions, according to the provincial
government.

The planted trees within the 2.68-hectare capitol complex are composed of forest, fruit-bearing,
ornamental, and palm species.

The provincial government of La Union (PGLU) said the trees serve as a natural solution
against the effects of climate change, as the carbon stock helps reduce greenhouse gases.

"Based on the carbon stock assessment of the Provincial Environment and Natural Resources
Office held on the last week of June this year, the total estimated aboveground biomass of the
trees reached 177,135.3 kilograms, and the carbon stock is at 83,253.6 kg, or equivalent to
305,295.20 kg of carbon dioxide," the PGLU stated.

Standard forest inventory methods were used in the assessment.

"The assessment will serve as the baseline data for urban forest management, tree
conservation, and environmental programs of the province. This will also help in
evidence-based decision-making for the expansion of green spaces," the PGLU added.

The provincial government, together with local government units, holds annual tree planting
activities during Arbor Day, along with other tree planting events on separate occasions.

Native Philippine tree species are being planted, including Bakawan Gubat, Kolis, Bagawak
Morado, Bagalumbang, Bagras, Balayin, Balayon Tindalo, Balakat, Banai-banai, Sagat,
Bansalaguin, Bolong Eta, Dao, Dungon, Igem Dagat, Palawan Ipil, Kalantas, Kalingag,
Kalimutan, Kalumpit, Kayagulo, Lamog, Laneteng Gubat, Malabuho, Malabuyo, Malaputat,
Mulawin Aso, Narra, Mabolo, Salingbobog, Saplungan, and Supa.

Trees are planted in mountain areas, coastlines, and open spaces in urban areas.
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TS Josie enters PAR. less likely to directly affect PH weather
By: Ma. Teresa Montemayor

Tropical Storm Josie (Haishen) has entered the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) but is
less likely to directly affect the country's weather conditions throughout the forecast period, the
state weather bureau said Tuesday.

In its 5 a.m. tropical cyclone bulletin, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical
Services Administration (PAGASA) said the center of Josie was at 1,085 kilometers east of
Eastern Visayas.

The tropical storm packs maximum sustained winds of 65 km/h near the center and gusts of up
to 80 km/h.

It is currently moving northwest at 25 km/h, with strong to gale-force winds extending outwards
up to 480 km from the center.

No Tropical Cyclone Wind Signal (TCWS) is hoisted in any part of the country.

While Josie is not directly affecting the country, PAGASA warned that the southwest monsoon
(habagat) will bring strong to gale-force gusts, especially in exposed coastal and upland areas.

The enhanced monsoon will affect the llocos Region, Cordillera Administrative Region (CAR),
Cagayan Valley, Central Luzon, Cavite, Batangas, and Occidental Mindoro on Tuesday.

On Wednesday, the llocos Region, Abra, Apayao, Zambales, Bataan, Batanes, and Babuyan
Islands will be affected while the llocos Region, Abra, Apayao, Batanes, and Babuyan Islands
will be affected on Thursday.

PAGASA raised a gale warning as rough seas with wave heights up to 3.0 meters are expected
over the western seaboards of Babuyan Islands and Pangasinan, as well as the seaboards of
llocos Norte, llocos Sur, and La Union.

"Mariners of small seacrafts, including all types of motorbancas, are advised not to venture out
to sea under these conditions, especially if inexperienced of operating ill-equipped vessels," the
weather bureau said.

Moderate to rough seas reaching up to 2.5 meters will prevail over the remaining seaboard of
Pangasinan, the seaboards of Batanes and Zambales, and the western seaboards of Bataan,
Batangas, and Occidental Mindoro, including Lubang Islands.

Waves up to 2.0 meters are also expected over the remaining seaboards of Babuyan Islands,

the southern seaboard of Bataan, and the northern seaboards of mainland Cagayan, Calamian
Islands, and Kalayaan Islands.
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Mariners of motor bancas and similarly sized vessels are advised to take precautionary
measures and avoid navigation if possible.

PAGASA said Josie will move north until Wednesday before turning northeast for the remainder
of the forecast period.

It is projected to exit the PAR by Tuesday night or Wednesday morning.

"Considering these developments, the public and disaster risk reduction and management
offices concerned are advised to take all necessary measures to protect life and property,"
PAGASA said.

Residents in areas highly susceptible to these hazards are urged to follow evacuation orders

and instructions from local officials, while monitoring localized updates from their respective
PAGASA Regional Services Divisions.
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Philippines calls for stronger Asean crisis communication and coordination

The Philippines has called for Asean to strengthen regional crisis communication and
coordination after the conflict in West Asia exposed the bloc's vulnerability to disruptions
affecting energy security, trade and food supply chains.

Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary Ma. Theresa P. Lazaro said ASEAN's heavy reliance on
stable energy flows, maritime trade and global supply chains left the region highly exposed to
external shocks.

"The situation has shown how geopolitical tensions can quickly translate into geoeconomic
vulnerabilities.

"Any disruption to major energy and shipping routes can affect fuel prices, electricity generation,
industrial production, food and fertiliser costs, and inflation across our trade-dependent
economies," she told Bernama in a written interview.

Lazaro said the crisis underscored that energy and food security could no longer be viewed
solely in terms of stable supply and prices but had become strategic concerns shaped by
geopolitics, climate change, maritime security, infrastructure gaps and supply chain
concentration.

As ASEAN Chair, Lazaro said the Philippines had helped shape the ASEAN Leaders' Statement
on the Response to the Middle East Crisis by bringing together political-security and economic
perspectives and was now working with ASEAN member states to implement its practical
actions.

"Looking ahead, ASEAN may also need to further explore clearer protocols for crisis

communication and coordination, including at the Foreign Ministers' level, so that the region can
respond in a more timely and coordinated manner as crises unfold," she said.
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UN WOMEN

Climate Action, Humanitarian Action and Disaster Risk Reduction

The Asia-Pacific region is one of the most disaster-prone regions in the world, and home to nine
of the top 15 countries most vulnerable to disaster impacts[1]. In the past decade, the
Asia-Pacific region accounted for 41 per cent of all disasters worldwide, and over 90 per cent of
all global deaths from disasters[2]. The region is also home to a number of protracted crises,
which, when combined with the effects of natural disasters, give rise to complex humanitarian
emergencies. Yet the impacts of disasters and crises are not gender-neutral, and global
evidence increasingly shows that when disasters strike and humanitarian crises unfold, women
and girls bear the brunt of the impact.

Prevailing gender inequalities in the Asia-Pacific render women and girls more vulnerable to the
impact of disasters. Among many detrimental impacts, women and girls experience higher
mortality, exclusion from humanitarian services and decision-making processes, increased
levels of gender-based violence, and loss of livelihoods. Women and girls with intersecting
identities face further challenges, with women and girls with disabilities often abandoned or left
behind during evacuation in disasters, and transgender women often excluded entirely from
humanitarian aid due to stigma, discrimination, and lack of legal protections.

At the same time, women and girls are not just victims of disasters and crises, but active agents
of change. Women are often the first responders to crises, and are integral to the survival and
resilience of families and communities. In disaster preparedness, response, and recovery,
women's leadership and capacity as agents of change represents an untapped resource. When
women are meaningfully engaged, and their needs are directly addressed, humanitarian action
is more efficient and effective, the transition to recovery accelerated, and community-wide
resilience is enhanced[3].

A joint study by UN Women and the Institute of Development Studies shows that recognizing
and addressing the differing needs, vulnerabilities, and capacities of women, girls, men, boys,
and persons of diverse gender identities in humanitarian programming isn't just the right thing to
do - it is also the smart thing to do. Gender equality programming improves access to services,
increases the effectiveness and inclusiveness of humanitarian outcomes, and reduces gender
inequalities - making humanitarian settings an ideal site for building back better.

UN Women's Approach

At the heart of UN Women's mandate in humanitarian action and disaster risk reduction is
ensuring equality between women, men, and persons of diverse gender identities as partners
and beneficiaries of humanitarian action. Globally and in the Asia-Pacific region, we leverage
our triple mandate —normative, coordination and operational — towards ensuring that gender
equality and women's empowerment are systematically integrated across coordination,
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planning, implementation, and monitoring of disaster risk reduction, resilience building,
humanitarian response, and recovery.

In pursuit of this mission, and guided by global norms and standards and UN Women's
Humanitarian Strategy, the UN Women Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific works to
promote gender equality and women's empowerment in humanitarian efforts through four
mutually reinforcing strategies across the spectrum of disaster risk reduction, response, and
recovery:

Coordination and Leadership

Capacity Development

Mainstreaming Gender into Data, Analysis, and Advocacy
Targeted Programming
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PHL. Germany project to boost climate action. protect biodiversity
By: Jonathan Mayuga

THE Climate Change Commission (CCC), in partnership with the Federal Republic of Germany,
is strengthening the implementation of local climate action and biodiversity protection through
the Transformative Actions for Climate and Ecological Protection and Development (Transcend)
Project.

The initiative supports the country’s efforts to translate national climate and biodiversity
commitments into concrete actions on the ground, while reinforcing climate resilience across
communities and ecosystems.

During the 2nd National Technical Working Group (TWG) Conference, stakeholders from
national government agencies, local government units (LGUs), development partners, and
implementing organizations convened to assess progress, align priorities, and strengthen
coordination across project components.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje underscored the importance of
translating commitments into tangible results at the local level, following the issuance of a
special authority by President Marcos, signaling the full implementation of the project.

“We are gathered here, united by a common purpose: turning our climate and biodiversity
commitments into action that lasts for people, communities, and ecosystems,” he said.

The project aims to strengthen coordinated action across key sectors, including biodiversity;
urban ecosystem-based adaptation; energy efficiency in micro, small, and medium enterprises;
transport; and governance.

Borje emphasized that it reflects a national priority and highlights the need for strong
collaboration across sectors to address interconnected climate and biodiversity challenges.

Over the past year, implementation has moved from planning to action, with LGUs beginning to
align development plans with national climate and biodiversity strategies. Initial progress across
project sites has demonstrated the value of coordinated efforts, while also surfacing key
challenges that require sustained collaboration.

The conference brought together partners from national and regional government agencies,

representatives from LGUs, and community stakeholders from the project’'s implementation
areas, alongside consortium and implementing organizations.
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On the sidelines of the 64th Sessions of the Subsidiary Bodies (SB64) of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Bonn, Germany, the Philippines,
through the CCC and Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), discussed
the project’s progress with Kathrin Blaufus, co-head of Germany’s International Climate Initiative
(IK.

Discussion centered on linking NDC implementation to investment planning, strengthening the
biodiversity—climate nexus, and helping local governments’ access climate finance—including
the People’s Survival Fund (PSF), Green Climate Fund (GCF), Global Environment Facility
(GEF), and Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD)—through findings from the
enhanced Local Climate Change Action Plan (eLCCAP).

Other priorities discussed included advancing the MRV system, launching the National
Adaptation Plan (NAP) Gender Action Plan, and coordinating through the Development
Partners’ Coordination Group (DPCG).

The Transcend Project is a joint initiative of the Philippines and Germany through the IKI, which
aims to develop solutions in climate adaptation, emissions mitigation, and biodiversity
conservation in the Philippines.

The SB64, held in Bonn, Germany, from 8 to 18 June 2026, was a preparatory meeting ahead

of the 31st Conference of the Parties (COP31) in Antalya, Turkey, in November. It focused on
technical and scientific matters as well as the implementation of the climate treaties.
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PH. Germany boost climate action, biodiversity protection

The Climate Change Commission (CCC), in partnership with the Federal Republic of Germany,
is strengthening coordinated project implementation to boost local climate action and protect
biodiversity through the Transformative Actions for Climate and Ecological Protection and
Development (TRANSCEND) Project.

In a news release on Monday, the CCC said the initiative supports the country’s efforts to
translate national climate and biodiversity commitments into concrete actions on the ground,
while reinforcing climate resilience across communities and ecosystems.

During the recent 2nd National Technical Working Group Conference in Manila, stakeholders
from national government agencies, local government units (LGUs), development partners, and
implementing organizations convened to assess progress, align priorities, and strengthen
coordination across project components.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje underscored the importance of
translating commitments into tangible results at the local level, following the issuance of a
special authority by President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. signaling the full implementation of the
project.

“We are gathered here, united by a common purpose: Turning our climate and biodiversity
commitments into action that lasts for people, communities, and ecosystems,” he said.

The project aims to strengthen coordinated action across key sectors, including biodiversity;
urban ecosystem-based adaptation; energy efficiency in micro, small, and medium enterprises;
transport; and governance.

Borje emphasized that it reflects a national priority and underscores the need for strong
cross-sector collaboration to address interconnected climate and biodiversity challenges.

Over the past year, implementation has moved from planning to action, with LGUs beginning to
align development plans with national climate and biodiversity strategies. Initial progress across
project sites has demonstrated the value of coordinated efforts, while also surfacing key
challenges that require sustained collaboration.

Bilateral discussion during SB64
On the sidelines of the 64th Session of the Subsidiary Bodies of the United Nations Framework

Convention on Climate Change in Bonn, Germany on June 8 to 18, the Philippines, through the
CCC and Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), discussed the project’s
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progress with Dr. Kathrin Blaufus, co-head of Germany’s International Climate Initiative
(Internationale Klimaschutzinitiative or IKI).

Discussion centered on linking implementation to investment planning, strengthening the
biodiversity (climate nexus, and helping LGUs access climate finance), including the People’s
Survival Fund, Green Climate Fund, Global Environment Facility, and Fund for Responding to
Loss and Damage, through findings from the enhanced Local Climate Change Action Plan
(eLCCAP).

Other priorities discussed included advancing the MRV (measurement, reporting and
verification) system, launching the National Adaptation Plan Gender Action Plan, and
coordinating through the Development Partners’ Coordination Group.

The TRANSCEND Project is a joint initiative of the Philippines and Germany through the IKI,
which aims at targeting solutions in climate adaptation, emissions mitigation, and biodiversity

conservation in the Philippines.

The SB64 was a preparatory meeting ahead of the 31st Conference of Parties in Antalya,
Turkey in November.

=END=
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