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ABS CBN 
 
Marcos urges more investments in renewables as he inaugurates MTerra Solar plant 
By: Jervis Manahan 
 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is encouraging more investments in the renewable energy 
sector, as his administration continues to "work closely with partners to accelerate the 
development of new RE facilities." 
 
CLIMATE HOME NEWS 
 
A strong El Niño spells more climate pain for the Philippines 
By: Suresanathan Murugesu 
 
The Philippines is caught in an extreme weather trap. Here, forecasts for a strong El Niño in the 
months ahead do not just indicate a period of drought – they also point to torrential rain and 
flooding. 
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Multilateral lenders raise record $163 billion for climate action in 2025 
 
Multilateral development banks (MDBs), including the Manila-based Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) and the Washington-based World Bank Group (WBG), increased climate financing to a 
record $163 billion in 2025, reinforcing their role in supporting resilient and sustainable 
economies amid mounting climate risks. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Pagasa: Habagat, LPA weaken; localized thunderstorms to affect PH 
By: Holly Bacay 
 
The southwest monsoon, or habagat, has weakened, affecting only the western section of 
Northern Luzon, the state weather bureau said. 
 
Renewables drive P351-B ‘green lane’ expansion in H1 
By: Logan Kal-El M. Zapanta 
 
A total of 17 projects worth a combined P351.02 billion entered the Board of Investments’ (BOI) 
“green lane” pipeline in the first half, with renewable energy accounting for nearly all of the 
certified investment cost. 
 
POLITIKO 
 
Marcos pushes for more clean energy facilities with inauguration of MTerra Solar Project 
 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Tuesday pushed for the expansion of clean, renewable 
energy across the country as he expressed optimism that the MTerra Solar Project will help 
protect the Philippines from global energy shocks. 
 
SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST 
 
Philippine rice output risks 30% collapse as ‘super’ El Nino strengthens 
By: Alan Robles 
 
In the fields of central Luzon, farmers who planted their rice in June are watching the sky with 
worry. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
PALAWAN NEWS 
 
PH-Germany climate project backs local action to boost resilience, biodiversity 
By: Jan Elmer Badilla 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) and the German government are ramping up 
implementation of a climate and biodiversity initiative aimed at helping local governments turn 
national environmental commitments into concrete action. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ABS CBN 
 
Marcos urges more investments in renewables as he inaugurates MTerra Solar plant 
By: Jervis Manahan 
 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is encouraging more investments in the renewable energy 
sector, as his administration continues to "work closely with partners to accelerate the 
development of new RE facilities." 
 
The President on Tuesday inaugurated the MTerra Solar Phase 1 in Gapan, Nueva Ecija– 
together with First Lady Liza Araneta Marcos and Metro Pacific Investment Corporation 
Chairman and CEO Manny Pangilinan. 
 
The MTerra Solar Phase 1 is a project of the Meralco PowerGen Corporation (MGEN) and the 
"completion of the first phase of what is set to become the world's largest integrated solar 
photovoltaic (PV) and battery energy storage system (BESS)." 
 
The inauguration underscores the Philippines' growing leadership in large-scale renewable 
energy development while reinforcing the country's path toward a more secure, affordable, and 
sustainable energy future, Marcos said. 
 
"For years, our economy has relied heavily on conventional sources of power. Last year alone, 
coal accounted for 57 percent of the total power generation mix in our country, while renewable 
contributed only about 25 percent," Marcos said in his speech. 
 
"Such an energy mix leaves us more vulnerable to fluctuations in global fuel prices and 
developments in the international market, as we have experienced in the last few months and it 
underscores the importance of diversifying our energy sources, and how we must be committed 
to moving that mix in the direction to favor renewables," he added. 
 
“What we inaugurate today will be the world's largest integrated solar and battery storage facility 
located in a single site. And it rises not in Texas, not in the Gobi Desert, but right here in Gapan, 
Nueva Ecija. This inauguration today was made possible not only by Meralco but by many other 
hands, other minds, and many hearts,” MGen Chairman Manuel V. Pangilinan exclaimed. 
 
MTerra Solar Phase 1 has successfully energized 1,373 MW of solar PV capacity and 825 MW 
of battery energy storage, equivalent to 3,300 MWh, making it the largest operational integrated 
solar and battery facility on a single site globally.  
 
At present, its maximum export capacity to the Luzon grid remains at 750 MW pending 
completion of various works done in collaboration with the grid operator. 
 
The project has also fully energized all 741 battery units, enabling it to reliably deliver clean 
electricity to the Luzon grid. 
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"Upon completion of both phases, this facility will be capable of delivering up to 3,500 
megawatts peak of solar power to the grid. It is supported by 4,500 megawatt-hour of battery 
storage capacity," Marcos said. 
 
"These capabilities will help strengthen the stability of our power system while expanding the 
role of clean energy in our power generation mix," he added. 
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CLIMATE HOME NEWS 
 
A strong El Niño spells more climate pain for the Philippines 
By: Suresanathan Murugesu 
 
The Philippines is caught in an extreme weather trap. Here, forecasts for a strong El Niño in the 
months ahead do not just indicate a period of drought – they also point to torrential rain and 
flooding. 
 
It could hardly come at a worse time, threatening communities that are still struggling to recover 
from previous typhoons, such as last year’s Typhoon Tino, as well as two strong earthquakes – 
in Cebu in September 2025 and last month’s 7.8-magnitude quake in Mindanao. 
 
Forecasts point to the arrival of one of the most intense El Niños in recent history this year and 
into 2027, with the United Nations warning that it could be the strongest in decades around the 
world. 
 
The peak of the El Niño is expected towards the end of the year, but the weather phenomenon 
is already estimated to have caused agricultural losses of nearly €30 million (£25.9 million), 
potentially affecting the livelihoods of 4 million farmers. 
 
On the climate frontline 
For many, El Niño is a figure in a report or a distant headline, but for those of us who live and 
work on the ground, it is a reality that is already hitting the most vulnerable families. 
 
When I travel through the communities of the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region – in the south - 
or speak with families on the island of Siargao or in the Zamboanga region, I do not see data or 
graphs. 
 
I see a father looking at his cracked rice field, wondering how he will pay off the debts from a 
harvest that is already lost before it has even begun. I see a mother walking under a relentless 
sun because her village’s well has dried up, carrying the water that sustains the health of her 
children and her entire community. 
 
And what we are seeing today - 26 provinces experiencing drought and millions of dollars in 
agricultural losses - is only the beginning. 
 
Many Filipino families are still trying to rebuild and recover after last year’s typhoons and the two 
earthquakes. In Mindanao, where the recent magnitude 7.8 earthquake displaced more than 
90,000 people and destroyed over 19,000 houses, uncertainty remains about when the people 
will be able to fully recover and return home.  
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Today, they are trying to protect the meagre possessions they have and, if they are lucky 
enough to have their home unscathed by typhoons and earthquakes, their homes from flooding; 
tomorrow, they will have to survive the hardship and impact of drought. 
 
The effects of El Niño threaten to exacerbate their troubles. 
 
Struggle for basic needs 
Many low-income Filipino families already face significant challenges to meet their basic needs. 
 
In our daily visits, we see how life is becoming increasingly difficult for millions of people. Rising 
fuel and transport costs are driving up the price of basic foodstuffs, making them unaffordable 
for many families. At the same time, crop failures and income losses are leaving households 
without livelihoods, while disasters contribute to further suffering. 
 
But we are not just talking about hunger. We are talking about health, safety and dignity. Water 
shortages are forcing many people to resort to unsafe sources, increasing the risk of disease. 
And, as is the case in so many crises, it is the most vulnerable who bear the heaviest burden: 
walking long distances every day to fetch water or food, enduring enormous physical strain and 
facing risks of violence and insecurity. 
 
Building resilience 
Faced with this reality, our response is based on a simple idea: to be there before the crisis 
reaches its most critical point. At Action Against Hunger, we work alongside communities to 
anticipate the situation, assessing the impact of the drought and activating early response 
mechanisms to protect their livelihoods and access to water. 
 
We translate climate forecasts into concrete action plans: from support for farmers to 
programmes ensuring safe water. All of this is done in coordination with local authorities and 
international partners, because we know that what we do today will make the difference 
tomorrow. 
 
The hardest months are yet to come. But the question is not just what will happen, but what we 
are doing now to prevent it. How many tables will remain empty and how many children will see 
their health compromised will depend on our ability to act in time. 
 
We cannot stop El Niño. But we can prevent it from becoming a crisis of human dignity. We 
cannot afford to look the other way whilst the earth cracks and opportunities disappear. Because 
behind every statistic, there is a family struggling to get by. And that is a reality we cannot 
ignore. 
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Multilateral lenders raise record $163 billion for climate action in 2025 
 
Multilateral development banks (MDBs), including the Manila-based Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) and the Washington-based World Bank Group (WBG), increased climate financing to a 
record $163 billion in 2025, reinforcing their role in supporting resilient and sustainable 
economies amid mounting climate risks. 
 
In a joint report released last Monday, July 13, the MDBs said climate finance for low- and 
middle-income countries climbed by 21 percent to an all-time high of $103 billion last year, while 
total climate finance across all economies where they operate rose by 19 percent to a record 
$163 billion. 
 
The report said the latest figures indicate that MDBs remain on track to achieve the climate 
finance commitments they announced during the 2024 United Nations (UN) climate conference 
(COP29) in Baku, Azerbaijan. 
 
By 2030, the lenders aim to provide $120 billion in annual climate finance for low- and 
middle-income countries, including $42 billion for climate adaptation, while mobilizing an 
additional $65 billion a year from the private sector. For high-income economies, the target is 
$50 billion in annual climate finance, including $7 billion for adaptation, alongside another $65 
billion in mobilized private finance. 
 
The joint report showed that mitigation projects continued to account for the largest share of 
climate financing in low- and middle-income economies at $68 billion, while adaptation finance 
expanded by a faster 31 percent to $35 billion. 
 
Private-sector mobilization in these economies also reached $35 billion in 2025, underscoring 
the growing role of private capital in supporting climate-related investments. 
 
Across all countries of operation, MDBs mobilized a combined $179 billion in climate 
co-financing, including $77.64 billion for low- and middle-income economies and $101.21 billion 
for high-income economies. Of the total, private-sector co-financing amounted to $35.17 billion 
and $80.38 billion, respectively. 
 
The report noted that climate finance in low- and middle-income economies has doubled over 
the past five years, reflecting sustained efforts by MDBs to help countries pursue low-carbon 
and climate-resilient development. 
 
Energy projects accounted for the largest share of mitigation finance at $45.36 billion, followed 
by transport at $23.57 billion, cross-sectoral activities at $19.5 billion, and buildings and energy 
efficiency at $18.17 billion. On the adaptation side, the largest allocations went to energy, 
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transport, and other infrastructure projects at $13.33 billion, followed by cross-sectoral activities 
at $11.27 billion and water and wastewater systems at $7.34 billion. 
 
Among the participating institutions, the WBG remained the largest provider of climate finance 
for low- and middle-income economies at $49.89 billion, followed by the ADB at $14.75 billion, 
the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) at $8.35 billion, the 
Inter-American Development Bank Group (IDB) at $8.46 billion, and the Beijing-based Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) at $7.47 billion. 
 
The report also highlighted MDBs’ efforts to improve the transparency and accessibility of 
climate finance data through the pilot MDB Climate Finance Dashboard, launched in April this 
year. The platform provides detailed breakdowns of climate finance commitments and 
harmonized methodologies through interactive tables and visualizations, complementing the 
annual joint report. 
 

 

 
9 



 

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Pagasa: Habagat, LPA weaken; localized thunderstorms to affect PH 
By: Holly Bacay 
 
The southwest monsoon, or habagat, has weakened, affecting only the western section of 
Northern Luzon, the state weather bureau said. 
 
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) 
weather specialist Chenel Dominguez said during a 5 a.m. weather advisory on Wednesday that 
the southwest monsoon is forecast to further weaken and move offshore due to the 
low-pressure area (LPA) near Hong Kong. 
 
“The southwest monsoon has weakened slightly and is now confined to the western section of 
Northern Luzon. It is expected to weaken further and move offshore or only affect the ocean,” 
Dominguez said in Filipino. 
 
The LPA, located 1,165 kilometers west northwest of Extreme Luzon, is also projected to be 
less likely to redevelop into a tropical depression, according to Pagasa. 
 
Meanwhile, LPA Josie exited the Philippine area of responsibility at 2 a.m on Wednesday, and 
remains to not directly affect the country. 
 
“It has downgraded into a full-fledged low-pressure area and has completely exited the 
Philippine area of ​​responsibility,” Dominguez added. 
 
Despite Josie’s exit, localized thunderstorms may affect Metro Manila and the rest of the 
country, bringing partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or thunderstorms. 
 
“We expect partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or localized thunderstorms, 
especially in the afternoon and evening,” Dominguez reported.  
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Renewables drive P351-B ‘green lane’ expansion in H1 
By: Logan Kal-El M. Zapanta 
 
A total of 17 projects worth a combined P351.02 billion entered the Board of Investments’ (BOI) 
“green lane” pipeline in the first half, with renewable energy accounting for nearly all of the 
certified investment cost. 
 
According to the BOI, the projects, which qualified for expedited government processing, are 
expected to generate 39,368 jobs. 
 
Renewable energy dominated the first-half certifications, accounting for 14 of the 17 projects 
with a combined project cost of P349.38 billion, or 99.53 percent of the total. 
 
These include the P5.52-billion, 50-megawatt Southwest Kalinga Geothermal Power Project of 
Aragorn Power and Energy Corp. and the P4.76-billion wind power project of Cauayan 
Philippines Renewable Corp. in Negros Occidental. 
 
The food security sector accounted for two projects worth P980 million, which are expected to 
generate 102 jobs. 
 
Also certified during the period was the P670-million industrial zone project of Una Grande 
Tierra Development Corp. in Pampanga. 
 
“The Green Lane is proving to be a vital mechanism for advancing strategic investments that 
support economic growth, job creation, and sustainable development,” Trade Secretary Cristina 
Roque, who also chairs the BOI, said in a statement. 
 
Flat at P6.32T 
Even with the first-half additions, the BOI’s cumulative green lane pipeline has remained at 
P6.32 trillion since April. This represents total project costs since the program launched in 
February 2023. 
 
That total was unchanged in April and May after several renewable energy projects were 
removed from the pipeline following the surrender of their service contracts with the Department 
of Energy. 
 
Before those adjustments, the green lane portfolio stood at P6.43 trillion in March. 
 
In a statement on Tuesday, BOI director Ernesto Delos Reyes Jr. said that the agency “remains 
committed to facilitating these investments and ensuring that strategic projects move forward 
efficiently.” 
 
The 239 projects within the green lane pipeline are expected to generate about 421,000 jobs. 
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Renewable energy continued to dominate the portfolio, accounting for 183 projects, or more 
than three-fourths of the total, with a combined project cost of P5.42 trillion, equivalent to 85.68 
percent of the pipeline. 
 
Other green lane projects cover digital infrastructure, public-private partnerships, infrastructure 
and water, food security, manufacturing and pharmaceuticals. 
 
Projects carrying a “green lane” status are considered strategic investments or nationally 
significant, thus making them eligible for fast-tracked government approval and registration 
processes. The program was established in February 2023 through Executive Order No. 18.  
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POLITIKO 
 
Marcos pushes for more clean energy facilities with inauguration of MTerra Solar Project 
 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Tuesday pushed for the expansion of clean, renewable 
energy across the country as he expressed optimism that the MTerra Solar Project will help 
protect the Philippines from global energy shocks. 
 
He made the remarks at the inauguration of Phase I of the MTerra Solar Project – the world’s 
largest operational integrated solar-and-battery facility on a single site – in Nueva Ecija. 
 
Marcos noted that the world’s fuel markets are still vulnerable to conflicts like the Middle East 
tension that saw fuel prices spike uncontrollably. 
 
This is as coal still accounts for 57 percent of the country’s electricity generation while 
renewable energy accounted for 25 percent in 2025. 
 
“Such an energy mix leaves us more vulnerable to fluctuations in global fuel prices and 
developments in the international market, as we have experienced in the last few months,” the 
President said. 
 
He added that this “underscores the importance of diversifying our energy sources and how we 
must be committed to moving that mix in the direction to favor renewables.” 
 
Marcos said the MTerra Solar Project is one of the “clearest expressions” of the government’s 
commitment to invest more in renewable energy towards a more resilient power system. 
 
The MTerra Solar is developed by Terra Solar Philippines Inc., an affiliate of Meralco PowerGen 
Corp., in partnership with global infrastructure investor Actis. 
 
The project stretches over five towns in Nueva Ecija and Bulacan. Its Phase 1 has energized 
1,373 megawatts of solar photovoltaic capacity and 825 MW of battery energy storage. 
 
The President said Phase 1 is about 91 percent complete and will begin full commercial 
operations by August this year. Phase 2 is being eyed for completion by 2027. 
 
The project is expected to generate up to 3,500 MW of solar power supported by 4,500 
megawatt-hours of battery storage. This is enough to power 2.4 million households. 
 
“These capabilities will help strengthen the stability of our power system, while expanding the 
role of clean energy in our power generation mix,” the President said. 
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He added: “These initiatives demonstrate that securing our future energy requirements means 
building the institutions, the systems, and partnerships that allow investments to serve the 
Filipino people for many generations to come.”  
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SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST 
 
Philippine rice output risks 30% collapse as ‘super’ El Nino strengthens 
By: Alan Robles 
 
In the fields of central Luzon, farmers who planted their rice in June are watching the sky with 
worry. 
 
Out over the Pacific, a familiar spectre is gathering strength – and with it, the threat of empty 
granaries and hungry households. 
 
The Philippines has a plan for this year’s “super” El Nino, on paper at least. But to the Filipinos 
out actually working the paddies, that plan is barely perceptible. 
 
“We don’t see anything visible, it’s all talk,” said Raul Montemayor, national manager of the 
Federation of Free Farmers, an NGO representing 250,000 of the country’s 10 million rural 
workers and agricultural labourers. 
 
The warning signs have been building for months. Pagasa, the Philippine weather bureau, 
confirmed in a June 24 update that El Nino conditions were already present in the tropical 
Pacific, forecasting that they would strengthen by August through October, then intensify further 
later in the year. 
Speaking at Pagasa’s 197th Climate Outlook Forum, held online that same day, Dr Ana Liza 
Solis, chief of the bureau’s climate monitoring and prediction section, put the odds of El Nino 
intensifying from October at 62 per cent. 
 
In the near term, she said, the western side of Luzon and the Visayas could see “heavy rainfall 
events” through to September, offering a brief reprieve before conditions turn. “Dry condition and 
dry spells will likely start in November, while prolonged dry spells and droughts will be highly 
likely in early part of 2027,” Solis added. 
 
A rise of more than 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) in Pacific temperatures would 
qualify as “very strong or a super El Nino”, according to the bureau. 
 
Such severe El Nino are relatively uncommon, but when one struck the Philippines previously, in 
1997-98, it triggered a 22 per cent collapse in palay (raw, unhusked rice) production. 
 
This time around, layered atop fertiliser and fuel price spikes amid the US-Israel war on Iran, 
Manila’s Department of Agriculture is bracing for losses that could exceed 30 per cent, 
according to agricultural economist Fermin Adriano, a former undersecretary in the department 
who has advised the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, the World Bank and the Asian 
Development Bank. 
“It [El Nino] has been predicted by international meteorological organisations for months now, 
warning that the Asian tropical region will be hit hard by it,” Adriano told This Week in Asia. 
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Filipinos should brace themselves for “higher food prices if not actual supply shortages” in the 
coming months, he said – especially if major rice suppliers like Vietnam, Thailand and India 
choose to prioritise their own food security and halt exports. 
In May, the Philippine Department of Agriculture warned a severe El Nino could slash national 
rice output by up to 700,000 tonnes. Data from the Philippine Statistics Authority shows palay 
production in the first quarter of 2026 had already slipped 6.3 per cent year on year, to 4.4 
million tonnes – the weakest start to a year since 2020. 
 
Central Luzon, the nation’s main rice-growing area and a region where farmers rely on irrigation, 
produced 18.8 per cent of the country’s palay in the first quarter alone. Any serious disruption 
there ripples outwards fast – especially so given the Philippines’ heavy dependence on imported 
rice, leaving it exposed on two fronts at once, should drought at home coincide with export 
restrictions abroad. 
 
Fertiliser shortages have only exacerbated the issue. Even before El Nino’s worst effects are 
forecast arrive, the Iran conflict and associated closure of the Strait of Hormuz have already 
disrupted roughly 108,000 tonnes of urea from Qatar and 33,000 tonnes from Saudi Arabia, 
according to official figures. 
 
The government has launched a response, with President Ferdinand Marcos Jnr activating an 
El Nino “action plan” in May, which his spokeswoman said would tackle water, food and energy 
security, alongside public safety and health. Yet progress has been hard to discern, according to 
Adriano. 
“There is PR or media releases showing various agencies preparing for El Nino, but I am not 
sure how far they’ve progressed in terms of actual programmes or projects that will mitigate its 
effects,” he said. “Wala akong narinig.” (I haven’t heard anything) 
 
What farmers actually need, according to Montemayor, are water impoundment projects such as 
dams and reservoirs. “They always talk about convening a technical working group, et cetera et 
cetera,” he said. “[But] I don’t know what else is happening.” 
 
Still time to prepare? 
Pagasa’s forecasts suggest rainfall will hold until September and Central Luzon’s farmers, 
having planted in June, should be able to bring in a harvest around September or October, rains 
permitting. 
 
But Montemayor sees the real reckoning arriving after that. “October will be when we will feel 
the intensity of El Nino [and see] less rain than normal,” he said. 
 
“The season that I think will be most at risk is the following planting season, November, that’s 
when we might have a drought. If you have less than normal rainfall, that means farmers won’t 
be able to plant.” 
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Already, the country’s reservoirs are showing signs of strain. Water levels at Luzon’s two major 
dams of Pantabangan and Magat are low and Montemayor knows exactly how the government 
will ration what remains. 
 
“They will prioritise drinking water, then energy, and then, third, irrigation – if there is water left,” 
he said. 
 
“It’s only July, and we’re talking about November, so there is time to prepare – fill up the dams, 
fix the irrigation systems, put up solar-powered irrigation. But I don’t see it,” Montemayor added. 
“What they’ll say is it’s not in the budget.” 
 
Even the government’s stated priorities carry contradictions. Agriculture officials have reportedly 
pledged to focus on irrigation and water impounding, but Montemayor says there is a flaw in that 
strategy. “What if there’s no rain? The dams don’t get filled,” he said. Cloud seeding offered little 
comfort either. “If there are no clouds, you cannot seed them – it’s hit or miss.” 
 
At the launch of a small reservoir project on Bohol Island last month, Marcos floated another 
idea: encouraging farmers to shift towards high-value, less water-intensive crops such as ube. It 
is a suggestion Montemayor treats with weary scepticism. 
“Ube takes 11 months to grow,” he said. “Farmers will have a hard time waiting that long – and 
you have problems with seedlings, as well as technology and know-how on planting it.” 
 
Drought-resistant rice seeds, often cited as a stopgap solution, fare little better when examined 
in detail. “I don’t think they have a lot of stock,” he added. “It takes a long time to produce them 
– two years.” 
 
Even existing support has stalled: according to Montemayor, the government still has not 
finished distributing the cash aid it promised to cushion rice farmers against rising fuel costs. 
 
With the Department of Agriculture reportedly bracing for historic rice production losses, Adriano 
worries about the fallout. 
 
“If food supply shortages or skyrocketing food prices happen, then it will be a real emergency,” 
he warned. “It’s possible that public discontent might reach a boiling point.” 
 
This Week in Asia has contacted the Philippine Department of Agriculture for comment. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
PALAWAN NEWS 
 
PH-Germany climate project backs local action to boost resilience, biodiversity 
By: Jan Elmer Badilla 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) and the German government are ramping up 
implementation of a climate and biodiversity initiative aimed at helping local governments turn 
national environmental commitments into concrete action. 
 
The CCC said Monday the Transformative Actions for Climate and Ecological Protection and 
Development (TRANSCEND) Project seeks to strengthen climate resilience and biodiversity 
conservation by supporting local government units (LGUs) in implementing climate adaptation, 
emissions reduction and ecosystem protection measures. 
 
The initiative gained momentum following the issuance of a special authority by President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. authorizing its full implementation. 
 
Speaking during the 2nd National Technical Working Group Conference in Manila, CCC Vice 
Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said the project is focused on delivering 
lasting results for communities. 
 
“We are gathered here, united by a common purpose: Turning our climate and biodiversity 
commitments into action that lasts for people, communities, and ecosystems,” Borje said. 
 
The conference brought together representatives from national government agencies, LGUs, 
development partners and implementing organizations to review project progress, align priorities 
and improve coordination. 
 
According to the CCC, the TRANSCEND Project supports interventions in biodiversity 
conservation, urban ecosystem-based adaptation, energy efficiency for micro, small and 
medium enterprises, sustainable transport and climate governance. 
 
Borje said the initiative reflects a national priority and highlights the need for collaboration 
across sectors to address interconnected climate and biodiversity challenges. 
 
The commission said implementation has advanced from the planning stage to on-the-ground 
action, with participating LGUs beginning to align their development plans with national climate 
and biodiversity strategies. 
 
Separately, Philippine officials met with representatives of Germany’s International Climate 
Initiative during the 64th Session of the Subsidiary Bodies of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change in Bonn from June 8 to 18 to discuss the project’s progress. 
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The discussions focused on linking project implementation with investment planning, expanding 
access to climate finance for LGUs, strengthening the country’s measurement, reporting and 
verification system, and advancing the National Adaptation Plan Gender Action Plan ahead of 
the 31st Conference of the Parties in Antalya, Turkey, in November. 
 
The TRANSCEND Project is a joint initiative of the Philippines and Germany through the 
International Climate Initiative, supporting climate adaptation, greenhouse gas emissions 
mitigation and biodiversity conservation nationwide. 
 

  =END= 
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