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BUSINESS WORLD 
 
Philippine C-suites: Shifting from sustainability compliance to integration 
By: By Jesus Ma. Lava III and Mariam Hazel Pugoy-wee 
 
Philippine business leaders are entering a new phase of business resilience and sustainability, 
with companies moving beyond foundational environmental, social and governance (ESG) 
programs and facing pressure to embed sustainability into risk, strategy, governance, data 
systems, and core operations. 
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ECO BUSINESS 
 
Warming climate puts Southeast Asia’s forests near thermal limits: study 
By Carolyn Cowan 
 
Forest canopies create the conditions for an extraordinary diversity of life to thrive. By casting 
shade and retaining moisture in the air and soil, they generate cool and stable understory 
environments. In the tropics, this regulating effect is particularly crucial for countless species 
that otherwise would be unable to survive in the extreme heat of surrounding open landscapes. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Ending the scourge of plastic waste 
By: Michael Lim Ubac 
 
A piece of good news emerged early this week, though it was nearly drowned out by the political 
noise surrounding Vice President Sara Duterte’s impeachment trial. 
 
New science report could boost climate suits against oil giants 
 
Climate lawsuits seeking massive damages from fossil fuel companies increasingly hinge on 
this question: how reliably can scientists pin specific extreme weather events to human-caused 
climate change? 
 
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
DHSUD advances disaster-resilient land use planning through digital platform for LGUs 
By: Oliver T. Baccay 
 
The Department of Human Settlements and Urban Development (DHSUD) Cagayan Valley is 
helping local government units (LGUs) build safer and more climate-resilient communities 
through a digital land use planning platform that integrates hazard and geospatial data into local 
development planning. 
 
DOST champions responsible innovation to build climate-resilient ASEAN region 
By: Marie Joy S. Carbungco 
 
The Department of Science and Technology (DOST) is advancing responsible innovation as a 
key strategy for building climate resilience, stressing that scientific progress must be guided by 
ethics, inclusivity, and the needs of communities. 
 

 

 
2 

https://www.eco-business.com/news/warming-climate-puts-southeast-asias-forests-near-thermal-limits-study/
https://opinion.inquirer.net/193118/ending-the-scourge-of-plastic-waste
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/331155/new-science-report-could-boost-climate-suits-against-oil-giants
https://pia.gov.ph/news/dhsud-advances-disaster-resilient-land-use-planning-through-digital-platform-for-lgus/
https://pia.gov.ph/news/dost-champions-responsible-innovation-to-build-climate-resilient-asean-region/


 

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
Barbers seeks science-based flood planning using Project NOAH 
By: Zaldy De Layola 
 
Former Surigao del Norte representative Robert Ace Barbers on Friday called for an overhaul of 
the country's flood control planning, urging the government to require the use of Project NOAH's 
scientific hazard maps in all future infrastructure projects. 
 
Weak ‘habagat’ to bring isolated rains over parts of PH 
 
Generally fair weather will continue to prevail across the country, with isolated rain showers 
expected in some areas due to the “weak” southwest monsoon or habagat, the Philippine 
Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) said on 
Monday. 
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
PH climate displacement crisis demands action 
 
THE Internal Displacement Monitoring Center’s Global Report on Internal Displacement (GRID 
2026), released in May 2026, turns a stark light on a changing reality. The largest share of 
disaster displacement remained concentrated in one region, East Asia and the Pacific. One 
country stands out as the epicenter of that climate-driven mobility: the Philippines. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 

BUSINESS WORLD 
 
PH secures $6.8M grant to boost climate investments 
 
THE Green Climate Fund (GCF) extended a US$6.78 million grant to help the Philippines 
implement climate investments that will protect communities from the impacts of climate change, 
accelerate the transition to clean energy and support sustainable and inclusive economic 
growth. 
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
PH secures US$6.78M grant from the Green Climate Fund to boost climate investments 
for resilient communities 
 
The Department of Finance (DOF) has secured a USD 6.78 million technical assistance grant 
from the Green Climate Fund (GCF) to strengthen the country’s capacity to access and 
implement climate investments that will help protect communities from the impacts of climate 
change, accelerate the transition to clean energy, and support sustainable and inclusive 
economic growth. 
 
PH secures $6.8-M grant to boost climate investments 
By: Anna Leah Gonzales 
 
The Green Climate Fund (GCF) extended a USD6.78 million grant to help the Philippines 
implement climate investments that will protect communities from the impacts of climate change, 
accelerate the transition to clean energy and support sustainable and inclusive economic 
growth. 
 
Philippines secures $6.8-million green climate fund grant to shield vulnerable 
communities 
By: Aubrey Rose Inosante 
 
The Philippines has secured a $6.78-million technical assistance grant from the Green Climate 
Fund (GCF) aimed at boosting the country’s capacity to access, develop and implement climate 
investments, the Department of Finance (DOF) said. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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BUSINESS WORLD 
 
Philippine C-suites: Shifting from sustainability compliance to integration 
By: By Jesus Ma. Lava III and Mariam Hazel Pugoy-wee 
 
Philippine business leaders are entering a new phase of business resilience and sustainability, 
with companies moving beyond foundational environmental, social and governance (ESG) 
programs and facing pressure to embed sustainability into risk, strategy, governance, data 
systems, and core operations. 
 
According to the Philippines 2026 C-Suite State of Corporate Sustainability Report by Deloitte 
Philippines and the Financial Executives Institute of the Philippines (FINEX), sustainability 
issues are already affecting compa-nies, with climate-related disruptions emerging as the most 
widespread concern. 
 
Nearly half of the respondents expect climate change to have a high impact on their operations 
over the next two years, with more than 80% of the total respondents saying that their 
organizations were already dealing with operational disruptions from climate-related disasters or 
weather events, and 70% citing that they were mindful of scarcity or the rising cost of resources, 
as well as the cost of climate change mitigation. 
 
More than climate change’s effect in their operations, Philippine companies are also leveraging 
sustainability actions to reinforce long-term resilience, prioritizing initiatives with clear business 
returns. Seventy-two percent of executives said their organizations had increased energy 
efficiency, while 75% were either already purchasing renewable energy sources or expecting to 
do so within the next year. This suggests that climate change is now per-ceived by executives 
as a near-term operational reality. 
 
These data from the country’s biggest leaders are a testament that investment momentum has 
not reversed even amid economic uncertainties. None of the respondents reported on reducing 
sustainability investments over the past year and 92% said their investments either remained 
steady or increased slightly. The strongest external force for these investments is still regulators, 
with 29% of respondents identifying regulatory pressure as their main driver to signif-icantly 
increase climate action. 
 
THE BARRIERS TO BROADER SUSTAINABILITY IMPLEMENTATION 
Persistent execution gaps, however, were also highlighted in the report. The biggest barriers to 
broader sustainability implementation are operational: difficulty in measuring actual impact, lack 
of data, lim-ited internal capacity, and fragmented reporting requirements. For corporate 
reporting, the top challenge is the readiness of internal systems and processes to collect and 
report accurate data, followed by lack of clarity and uniformity across reporting requirements. 
 
These gaps are becoming more urgent following the Philippines’ adoption of PFRS S1 and S2, 
which marks a shift away from standalone sustainability reporting toward disclosures that 
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integrate sustainability con-siderations into strategy, operations, risk management, and financial 
reporting. By 2028, publicly listed companies with market capitalization exceeding P50 billion 
are expected to fully adopt the new standards. 
 
Against this backdrop, barriers to effective sustainability reporting underscore the imperative to 
focus on institutionalizing sustainability through clear governance structures, regular materiality 
and risk assessments, stronger data collection practices, and integration of sustainability 
responsibilities across other business functions. 
 
And while the foundations of sustainability has already been built by Philippine companies, the 
next challenge is to exercise integration: making sustainability a functional part of how 
companies manage risk, allocate capital, build resilience, and create long-term value. 
 
Discover how companies in the Philippines are integrating sustainability into strategy and 
operations in Deloitte Philippines and FINEX’s upcoming 2026 C Suite State of Corporate 
Sustainability Report. For more information, contact jlavalll@deloitte.com or 
mpugoy@deloitte.com. 
 
The views expressed herein are the authors’ own and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of 
their office as well as FINEX. 
 
Jesus Ma. Lava III is a FINEX member and the Sustainability & Specialized Assurance Leader 
at Deloitte Philippines, a member firm of the Deloitte network. Mariam Hazel Pugoy-wee is a 
Manager with the Sustainability & Specialized Assurance practice at Deloitte Philippines.
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ECO BUSINESS 
 
Warming climate puts Southeast Asia’s forests near thermal limits: study 
By Carolyn Cowan 
 
Forest canopies create the conditions for an extraordinary diversity of life to thrive. By casting 
shade and retaining moisture in the air and soil, they generate cool and stable understory 
environments. In the tropics, this regulating effect is particularly crucial for countless species 
that otherwise would be unable to survive in the extreme heat of surrounding open landscapes. 
 
However, forest scientists are increasingly concerned that the combined pressures of global 
warming and habitat degradation could undermine forests’ critical thermal buffering capacity. 
 
New research from Southeast Asia predicts forests across the region will experience 
unprecedented peak temperatures over the next three decades. Heat levels beneath the canopy 
could hit new highs even within currently intact ecosystems by 2050, the study found, potentially 
exposing forest-dwelling animals, plants and fungi to severe levels of heat stress. 
 
“Our findings show that climate change is not only warming the atmosphere globally, but also 
reshaping the local conditions that species experience inside forests,” said Erone Ghizoni 
Santos, who led the study while he was a PhD student at the University of Helsinki in Finland. 
 
Region-wide warming 
Prior research in Malaysian Borneo has demonstrated that when forests are degraded, such as 
through logging, they become more affected by climate shifts in the surrounding landscape. 
Depleted canopies allow more sunlight to reach the ground and trap less moisture, allowing 
heat to permeate the ecosystem. 
 
What was missing, according to Santos, was an understanding of how the thermal buffering 
capacity of forest canopies is likely to shift under future development and climate change 
scenarios. 
 
In the new study, published in Geophysical Research Letters’, Santos and his colleagues 
combined understory temperature measurements from 46 forest sites across Southeast Asia 
with satellite data and climate model projections to make predictions about future forest 
microclimate temperatures across the region. 
 
Their models showed that, by 2050, peak daytime temperatures inside forests could increase by 
an average of between 1.4°Celsius (2.52° Fahrenheit) and 2.1°C (3.78°F) across the region, 
depending on the climate model used. “In several parts of the region, forests may experience 
temperatures higher than anything recorded in recent decades,” Santos said. 
 
Under a “middle of the road” climate mitigation pathway where moderate efforts are made to 
curb emissions, the study estimated more than half the region could see peak temperatures 
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beneath the forest canopy exceed historical maximums. Under a high-emissions climate 
scenario, the affected area would increase to two-thirds of the region. 
 
The scale of the projected warming surprised even the researchers, Santos said, and feeds into 
concerns from conservationists about how species will cope with future environmental 
conditions. Even modest increases in forest understory temperatures could be enough to push 
some species beyond their physiological tolerance. 
 
“Many tropical species already live close to their thermal tolerance limits,” Santos told 
Mongabay. “Additional warming inside forests could affect survival, reproduction, behaviour, and 
species interactions, particularly for organisms adapted to cool understory conditions.” 
 
Species that are unable to move to cooler habitats or have limited ability to regulate their 
temperature behaviorally or physiologically are likely to be impacted the most, Santos said. 
 
In terms of regional patterns, the study models indicated that forests at higher altitudes across 
the region, including in mountainous parts of Myanmar and Laos, might escape the brunt of 
future thermal stress. This could be due to the overall cooling influence of elevation, Santos and 
his colleagues suggested in the study. 
 
Conversely, the models predicted lowland areas of northern Cambodia, southeastern Indonesia, 
and the island of Borneo will experience the strongest increases in temperature. Without sincere 
action to curb development pressure and greenhouse gas emissions, forests in these areas 
could see peak daytime temperatures increase by as much as 4°C (7.2°F) above baseline 
levels, according to the study. 
 
Cascading effects of microclimate shifts 
While the findings ultimately underscored the need to curb global fossil fuel emissions to 
mitigate future warming, the research team said their findings can help guide conservation 
action. 
 
They recommended policymakers and conservation practitioners adopt a spatial prioritisation 
approach to shore up forests against future thermal stress across the region. 
 
Micro-refugia areas, such as upland forests, where temperatures are likely to remain stable 
despite overall warming of surrounding areas should be prioritised for conservation, Santos 
said. “These areas will remain relatively cooler despite rising global temperatures.” 
 
Intact forests, which provide stronger thermal buffering and may also serve as climate refuges 
for biodiversity, should also be protected, he said. In addition, vulnerable regions expected to 
undergo significant future warming could benefit from conservation attention to restore forest 
structure and enhance landscape connectivity. 
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Vivienne Groner, an Earth system scientist at Imperial College London who wasn’t involved in 
the study, said the “scale and consistency” of the new study’s approach deepens the 
understanding of how forest microclimates are likely to shift under future climate change. 
 
“Tropical forest microclimate data are still quite sparse, particularly across Southeast Asia, 
where many forests are remote and difficult to access,” Groner said. “By establishing a 
systematic network of field measurements across a large geographic area, the study helps 
close a major data gap.” 
 
Ultimately, however, the impacts of changing forest conditions are likely to extend beyond 
individual species. The effects will “cascade throughout ecosystems,” she said, affecting food 
availability, water cycles, decomposition and nutrient cycling processes and the capacity of 
forests to store carbon. “Over time, this could reduce ecosystem resilience and the services 
these forests provide.” 
 
Groner said that while the study offers important insights into how forest temperatures could 
shift across the region, a fuller picture of how forest species will be affected will require studies 
that examine additional microclimate factors, such as humidity, wind, solar exposure, and 
physical feedbacks within ecosystems. 
 
“There is real potential to link this rich [thermal] microclimate dataset with ecological and 
physiological research,” she said, “helping to bridge the gap between environmental change and 
ecosystem responses.”  
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Ending the scourge of plastic waste 
By: Michael Lim Ubac 
 
A piece of good news emerged early this week, though it was nearly drowned out by the political 
noise surrounding Vice President Sara Duterte’s impeachment trial. 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources’ Environmental Management Bureau 
(DENR-EMB) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), along with other 
partners, have joined forces to develop guidance that could become standardized measures for 
“upstream interventions,” meaning steps manufacturers can take to reduce, if not eliminate, 
plastic waste at the start of production (see “DENR, UNDP draft EPR rules for plastic waste 
prevention,” Nation, 7/14/26). 
 
The focus of this key undertaking is to develop strategies to address the persistent plastic 
problem in the Philippines—only 9 percent of plastic is recycled—which affects not only our 
waterways and coastlines but also the open environment nationwide. The broader context of 
this public-private partnership is that effective waste management can safeguard the country’s 
blue economy—a sector comprising fisheries and aquaculture, maritime transport, and tourism. 
 
These strategies to reduce plastic waste at the source include plastic “reuse and refill systems, 
packaging redesign, material reduction, and the use of recycled content initiatives,” 
UNDP-Philippines said. 
 
These measures are a direct response to a sobering reality. The Inquirer.net story pointed to an 
estimated 839,300 metric tons (55.56 percent) of the 1.51 million metric tons of plastic waste 
generated in the Philippines last year, which “was projected to be mismanaged through open 
dumping, burning, littering, or inadequate waste collection and disposal.” 
 
In other words, the problem is not just how we consume plastic—which is a lot—but whether the 
systems are in place—and adequate—to capture plastic waste after we discard it. Plastic 
leakage has remained a major problem despite the passage of Republic Act No. 11898, the 
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Act of 2022, which finally assigned responsibility to 
large companies that are obliged by law to recover the plastic packaging they generate. 
 
But as I noted in my earlier columns, the law shockingly covers only large enterprises with 
assets exceeding P100 million or employing 200 or more employees, while exempting 
manufacturers or product producers classified as micro, small, and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs) from the compulsory waste-reduction requirement to recover or remove the equivalent 
of the carbon footprint generated by their plastic packaging. This is mind-boggling, as MSMEs 
are the most numerous, accounting for 99.6 percent of all registered businesses in the country. 
Congress has an opportunity to rectify this during the mandated review of the law’s 
effectiveness next year. 
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Exempting MSMEs that produce plastic packaging doesn’t lessen the country’s carbon footprint, 
as plastics and climate change are deeply intertwined. Producing plastic generates global 
greenhouse gases, and 99 percent of plastics are made from fossil fuels (see 
https://tinyurl.com/56eskfy7). The global plastic crisis harms human health, impacts biodiversity, 
and pollutes the environment. 
 
Reducing waste generation. Here’s why the DENR-EMB and UNDP partnership is crucial to 
solving our own share of the plastic problem: it will tackle the elephant in the room—producers 
that generate plastic waste. 
 
The UNDP said as much: “But beyond product waste recovery programs, the law also 
recognizes upstream interventions that reduce waste generation at source and improve 
circularity. These include reuse and refill systems, redesign, recycled content, and other 
measures that may contribute to plastic waste footprint reduction, resource efficiency, and 
circular economy outcomes by keeping materials in productive use for longer” 
 
To advance the next stage of plastic action, UNDP states that governments and businesses are 
focusing more on cutting down unnecessary plastic use, expanding reuse and refill initiatives, 
redesigning products and packaging, and boosting recycled content as key efforts toward a 
circular economy transition. 
 
This is crucial because, regardless of how consumers recycle plastic on their own, if product 
manufacturers persist in using plastic packaging for almost all products without a.) proportional 
waste recovery efforts, b.) incorporating recycled materials into their new products, and c.) 
redesigning products to remove disposable packaging, then any waste management system is 
doomed to fail. 
 
Although starting with large enterprises to recover, recycle, and reuse the plastic waste they 
generate is a welcome move, it’s inadequate because smaller companies are exempt from 
doing EPR. Moreover, reducing plastic packaging waste remains the surest way to lessen 
plastic leakage, and thus the onus rests with all product producers, big and small, to eliminate 
plastic waste from the outset of production through product redesign and the use of recycled 
content. 
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New science report could boost climate suits against oil giants 
 
Climate lawsuits seeking massive damages from fossil fuel companies increasingly hinge on 
this question: how reliably can scientists pin specific extreme weather events to human-caused 
climate change? 
 
They can do so very confidently for some phenomenon including heat waves and heavy rainfall 
— but much less so for others, according to a major new report published Thursday by the 
United States’ top science advisory body. 
 
Entitled “Attribution of Extreme Weather and Climate Events and their Impacts,” the 254-page 
paper updates a 2016 assessment by the same institutions, the National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM). 
 
“The models that we use to do these studies have to be fit-for-purpose, and they have been 
demonstrated to be fit-for-purpose for these event types that we say we have more confidence 
in,” James Hurrell, a professor of atmospheric science at Colorado State University and chair of 
the committee that wrote the report, told AFP. 
 
Confidence drops sharply however for local-scale events such as thunderstorms and tornadoes, 
which climate models still struggle to simulate at such fine resolution, he added. 
 
Operating under a charter signed in 1863 by president Abraham Lincoln, the prestigious 
academies are independent nonprofit institutions tasked with advising the government on 
scientific policy. 
 
But President Donald Trump has attacked the very idea that burning fossil fuels is warming the 
planet. 
 
Getting specific 
 
Scientists have no such doubts. They have known for decades that climate change is altering 
the frequency and intensity of several types of extreme weather events, including hurricanes, 
heat waves and extreme rainfall. 
 
But the field of attribution science allows them to move beyond detecting broad trends to 
investigating individual events — what the authors call extreme event attribution (EEA) — which 
can provide vital information to policymakers. 
 
EEA studies compare an event’s characteristics, such as its probability and intensity in the 
current climate, to a “counterfactual” world without human-caused emissions. 
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The authors found that overall, EEA capabilities have improved markedly over the past decade, 
thanks to advances in understanding physical drivers of events, expanded observational data 
from satellites and radar, new statistical techniques and better models. 
 
But the gains are uneven. Confidence estimates are also lower for underdeveloped parts of the 
world, where a lack of consistent, long-term records limits attribution science’s reach. 
 
The authors called for a common framework for attribution studies, as there can be “confusion 
among the public and other stakeholders when studies of the same event produce different 
results.” 
 
Sowing doubt 
 
Still, the results are likely to boost the multitude of lawsuits working their way through courts 
across the country. 
 
Oregon’s Multnomah County, for example, is suing fossil fuel giants for more than $51 billion 
over pollution that fueled a deadly 2021 heat dome in the Pacific Northwest, during which 
hundreds died. 
 
Ahead of the report’s publication, Republican lawmakers sought to cast doubt on the authors’ 
work, sending a letter in April to the president of NASEM alleging bias and demanding details on 
the authors’ professional ties. 
 
Energy In Depth, an oil industry blog, singled out Delta Merner, a scientist with the nonprofit 
Union of Concerned Scientists, for criticism in a January 2, 2025 post, and she left the panel the 
same day. 
 
Hurrell said he was aware of the “chatter,” but added: “I can honestly tell you that in no way did 
any of that outside chatter affect my work as chair of the committee, nor did it affect the final 
report that was produced.” 
 
At the federal level, the Trump administration has sued Democratic-led states seeking climate 
damages from oil and gas majors, and has sought to strike down state “Climate Superfund” 
laws requiring polluters to pay for the consequences. 
 
Republicans in Congress, meanwhile, have introduced the “Stop Climate Shakedowns Act,” a 
bill that would block climate damage lawsuits from proceeding in court — a move critics call a de 
facto immunity shield for fossil fuel companies.  

 
13 



 

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
DHSUD advances disaster-resilient land use planning through digital platform for LGUs 
By: Oliver T. Baccay 
 
The Department of Human Settlements and Urban Development (DHSUD) Cagayan Valley is 
helping local government units (LGUs) build safer and more climate-resilient communities 
through a digital land use planning platform that integrates hazard and geospatial data into local 
development planning. 
 
Regional Director Marvin M. Feraren said the initiative is part of the department’s efforts to 
strengthen disaster risk reduction by providing technical assistance to LGUs in preparing 
science-based, climate-responsive, and risk-informed Comprehensive Land Use Plans 
(CLUPs). 
 
“Our mandate is to help local governments ensure that their land use planning considers 
disaster risks and climate change so communities become safer and more resilient,” Feraren 
said. 
 
The initiative supports the administration of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s goal of 
strengthening disaster resilience by enhancing local planning capacities, promoting 
science-based governance, and preparing communities for the growing impacts of climate 
change and natural hazards. 
 
To modernize the planning process, DHSUD introduced the PLANADO Program in 2024, a 
digital initiative whose name combines the words “plan” and “do.”  
 
Feraren said the program seeks to standardize and digitalize the preparation of land use and 
development plans, enabling LGUs to make more informed, evidence-based decisions. 
 
He said central to the program is PLANSmart, a Geographic Information System (GIS)-based 
platform developed in partnership with the Department of Science and Technology (DOST). 
 
Feraren said the platform consolidates geospatial information and hazard data from various 
government agencies into a single digital system accessible to local planners and 
decision-makers. 
 
Among the datasets integrated into PLANSmart are hazard maps from the Philippine Institute of 
Volcanology and Seismology and the Mines and Geosciences Bureau, climate information from 
the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration, and local 
zoning and development data. 
 
He explained that by overlaying these datasets, local chief executives, planners, and members 
of local legislative councils can determine whether proposed residential, commercial, industrial, 
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or institutional developments are located in areas vulnerable to flooding, landslides, 
earthquakes, tsunamis, and other natural hazards before approving projects. 
 
“This allows local governments to make informed decisions before disasters happen rather than 
responding only after communities have already been affected,” Feraren said. 
 
He added that the digital platform enables LGUs to integrate scientific hazard assessments into 
development planning, helping reduce disaster risks while ensuring sustainable land use. 
 
Complementing the initiative is the department’s Ecological Climate and Disaster Risk 
Assessment, which serves as a key reference in the preparation of the Comprehensive Land 
Use Plan, a mandatory planning document for all local government units. 
 
Feraren said incorporating disaster risk reduction and climate adaptation measures into land 
use planning allows LGUs to better protect lives and properties while fostering safer, more 
sustainable, and disaster-resilient communities.  
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DOST champions responsible innovation to build climate-resilient ASEAN region 
By: Marie Joy S. Carbungco 
 
The Department of Science and Technology (DOST) is advancing responsible innovation as a 
key strategy for building climate resilience, stressing that scientific progress must be guided by 
ethics, inclusivity, and the needs of communities. 
 
Speaking during the opening of the 11th ASEAN Plus Three Junior Science Odyssey 
(APTJSO-11), DOST Undersecretary for Scientific and Technical Services Maridon O. Sahagun 
said the Philippines continues to invest in science and technology not only to respond to 
disasters but also to reduce risks before they occur.  
 
“Disasters do not define nations. How we prepare, innovate, and work together does,” Sahagun 
said. 
 
She cited government investments in weather forecasting and climate modeling through the 
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration; earthquake and 
volcano monitoring by the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology; and satellite 
applications developed through the Philippine Space Agency. 
 
These, according to the undersecretary, complement research on biodiversity conservation, 
renewable energy, sustainable agriculture, artificial intelligence, geographic information 
systems, and remote sensing.  
 
“These are not simply scientific achievements. They are innovations that save lives, create 
value, and improve our well-being long into the future,” she said. 
 
Sahagun stressed that technological advancement must always benefit people and protect the 
environment.  
 
“Technology alone is never enough. Innovation without responsibility can widen inequalities. 
Artificial intelligence without ethics can spread misinformation. Digital technologies without 
accountability can increase vulnerabilities instead of reducing them,” she added.   
 
With this, Sahagun challenged delegates to ensure that future innovations are not only 
technically sound but also socially responsible.  
 
“Responsible innovation means asking difficult questions—not only, ‘Can we build this 
technology?’ but also, ‘Should we?’ Who benefits? Who might be excluded? Will it strengthen 
communities? Will it protect our environment?” she noted.  
 
Sahagun added that climate change, disasters, food security, and emerging technologies 
require scientific cooperation across borders, making programs such as APTJSO valuable 
platforms for developing future innovators committed to sustainable development. 
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The DOST, she said, continues to strengthen partnerships among government, academe, and 
international institutions to harness science and technology in improving disaster preparedness, 
protecting communities, and advancing national development. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
Barbers seeks science-based flood planning using Project NOAH 
By: Zaldy De Layola 
 
Former Surigao del Norte representative Robert Ace Barbers on Friday called for an overhaul of 
the country's flood control planning, urging the government to require the use of Project NOAH's 
scientific hazard maps in all future infrastructure projects. 
 
Barbers, in a television interview, said flood control projects should be based on science rather 
than politics or outdated topographic data to ensure public funds are spent where they are most 
needed. 
 
He said science-based flood protection systems can help provide the stability needed for rural 
provinces to attract investments and sustain economic development. 
 
“The ultimate metric of a successful infrastructure program is the number of lives and livelihoods 
kept dry during a storm,” he said. 
 
He said using Project NOAH's digital hazard maps and simulation models in planning and 
budgeting would help ensure that flood control structures are built in high-risk areas. 
 
Barbers cited findings from provincial inspections showing that multimillion-peso dikes had been 
constructed in areas with no history of severe flooding, while nearby residential communities 
and agricultural lands remained unprotected and suffered extensive flooding during typhoons. 
 
He said the mismatch highlights weaknesses in the current planning system and underscores 
the need for mandatory scientific evaluation of flood control projects. 
 
The former lawmaker also proposed stricter legislative oversight that would prohibit funding for 
flood control projects unless they have been evaluated using Project NOAH's scientific 
parameters. 
 
“This measure aims to guarantee that only the most critical 'red zones' receive immediate state 
funding,” he said. 
 
With climate change increasing flood risks even in areas previously considered safe, 
conventional engineering approaches are no longer enough, Barbers said, adding that the 
Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) should adopt a more proactive approach by 
anticipating disasters instead of simply responding to them. 
 
Project NOAH's predictive models, he said, would enable engineers to simulate the effects of 
heavy rainfall before construction begins, helping improve project planning and effectiveness. 
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He also warned that poorly planned flood mitigation projects place an additional burden on 
government finances because failed structures often require costly emergency response and 
rehabilitation. 
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Weak ‘habagat’ to bring isolated rains over parts of PH 
 
Generally fair weather will continue to prevail across the country, with isolated rain showers 
expected in some areas due to the “weak” southwest monsoon or habagat, the Philippine 
Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) said on 
Monday. 
 
In its 5 a.m. advisory, the weather bureau said habagat will affect Metro Manila, Ilocos Region, 
Cordillera Administrative Region, MIMAROPA, Western Visayas, Negros Island Region, 
Zamboanga Peninsula, BARMM, Batanes, Babuyan Islands, Zambales, Bataan, Cavite, 
Batangas, Lanao del Norte. 
 
The rest of the country will have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or 
thunderstorms due to localized thunderstorms. 
 
Weather specialist Aldczar Aurelio of PAGASA said the southwest monsoon is forecast to 
intensify on Wednesday. 
 
The whole country will experience light to moderate winds with slight to moderate coastal 
waters.  
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
PH climate displacement crisis demands action 
 
THE Internal Displacement Monitoring Center’s Global Report on Internal Displacement (GRID 
2026), released in May 2026, turns a stark light on a changing reality. The largest share of 
disaster displacement remained concentrated in one region, East Asia and the Pacific. One 
country stands out as the epicenter of that climate-driven mobility: the Philippines. 
 
GRID 2026 shows East Asia and the Pacific recorded 17.5 million disaster displacements in 
2025 (89 percent of the region’s total displacements), the highest regional total in a decade. The 
Philippines alone accounted for more than 60 percent of those disaster displacements and for 
roughly 36 percent of global disaster movements in 2025. The report’s country table records 
roughly 10.7 million disaster-related internal displacements in the Philippines during 2025, an 
unprecedented annual figure and the highest in the region. 
 
Two features underscore how climate risk has reshaped displacement dynamics in the 
Philippines: 
 
Seasonality amplified by climate-change-driven intensity. GRID notes that nearly 58 percent of 
the region’s storm displacements occurred in November. In 2025, a sequence of typhoons, Tino 
(Kalmaegi) and Uwan (Fung-wong) in early and mid-November, triggered multimillion-person 
evacuations. The clustering of major storms late in the monsoon season produced 
compounding impacts on communities already saturated by earlier rainfall and erosion. “We left 
when warned, and the next storm found us still wet and exposed,” said Maria Santos, a 
Northern Samar evacuee. 
 
Repetition and compound hazards. GRID highlights how the same communities endure 
successive storms and floods within weeks, amplifying harm and undermining recovery. In the 
Philippines, typhoons Tino and Uwan struck many of the same provinces, producing repeated 
evacuations, crop losses and infrastructure damage that left hundreds of thousands displaced 
by year-end. 
 
The report underlines that displacement linked to climate is not only the product of dramatic 
storms. Slow-onset hazards such as erosion, riverbank loss and progressive land degradation 
are increasingly displacing people over the long term. For the Philippines, recurrent coastal 
erosion, salinization and the loss of protective mangrove belts mean that hazard exposure and 
habitability are evolving. These slower processes underpin chronic displacement risk and 
reduce the feasibility of safe return. 
 
GRID focuses on the role of anticipatory action and preemptive evacuations in shaping 
displacement statistics. Many large Philippine numbers recorded in 2025 were driven by 
organized mass evacuations which, while saving lives, reveal the depth of structural 
vulnerability. The report stresses that preemptive movement should be recognized as protective 
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displacement. It says that repeated evacuations, prolonged stays in evacuation centers, and 
damage to housing and livelihoods can become a pathway to protracted displacement when 
recovery capacity and durable solutions are weak. 
 
GRID warns that conventional damage estimates understate the displacement-caused 
economic losses. Lost livelihoods, interrupted schooling and long recovery times multiply 
impacts that do not appear in immediate damage tallies. Philippine agriculture, fisheries and 
informal coastal economies absorb shock unevenly; repeated displacement cycles mean 
cumulative losses at household and community levels that deepen poverty and erode resilience. 
 
Policy implications 
 
GRID 2026’s evidence points to several priorities for the Philippines and Asean: 
 
GRID warns that conventional damage estimates understate the displacement-caused 
economic losses. Lost livelihoods, interrupted schooling and long recovery times multiply 
impacts that do not appear in immediate damage tallies. Philippine agriculture, fisheries and 
informal coastal economies absorb shock unevenly; repeated displacement cycles mean 
cumulative losses at household and community levels that deepen poverty and erode resilience. 
 
Policy implications 
 
GRID 2026’s evidence points to several priorities for the Philippines and Asean: 
 
GRID 2026 shows what many coastal and island countries experience: climate change is 
reshaping the geography, seasonality and scale of internal displacement. The Philippines, with 
its massive 2025 disaster displacement toll, is a case study in the limits of emergency response 
and the potential of preparedness when linked to durable, rights-based recovery. The challenge 
ahead is to translate the painful visibility of those displaced into policies and investments that 
reduce risk, protect dignity and expand real choices for people who can no longer safely call a 
place home. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 

BUSINESS WORLD 
 
PH secures $6.8M grant to boost climate investments 
 
THE Green Climate Fund (GCF) extended a US$6.78 million grant to help the Philippines 
implement climate investments that will protect communities from the impacts of climate change, 
accelerate the transition to clean energy and support sustainable and inclusive economic 
growth. 
 
In a statement Wednesday, July 15, 2026, the Department of Finance (DOF) said the Third 
Readiness and Preparatory Support Program (RPSP 3) makes the Philippines the first country 
in Asia and the Pacific to access GCF readiness support under the Fund’s second 
replenishment period (GCF-2), covering 2024 to 2027. 
 
Grants are aids given by development partners with no obligation for repayment. 
 
Approved on June 24, the 60-month program will strengthen the country’s capacity to access, 
develop, and implement climate investments aligned with the National Adaptation Plan and the 
Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan. 
 
RPSP 3 will strengthen inter-agency coordination among key climate institutions, develop a 
robust pipeline of projects aligned with national priorities, and enhance knowledge management 
and monitoring systems. 
 
It incorporates inputs from the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Climate 
Change Commission, Department of Agriculture, Department of Science and Technology and 
other key institutions, reflecting strong national ownership and alignment with the country’s 
climate and sustainable development priorities. 
 
“We welcome the GCF’s approval of this grant. More than financial support, it is an investment 
in the Philippines’ ability to turn climate ambition into action and deliver lasting benefits for the 
Filipino people,” Undersecretary Joven Z. Balbosa said. 
 
The Global Green Growth Institute will serve as the DOF’s delivery partner, while the United 
Nations Development Programme and the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit will serve as co-implementers. 
 
The DOF said it is also preparing a second proposal under the GCF Country-Driven Readiness 
window, which may provide up to $3 million in additional grant support. 
 
“This readiness grant from the GCF will strengthen climate action in the Philippines by 
enhancing institutional capacity, reinforcing existing coordination mechanisms, and accelerating 
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the development of a strong project pipeline further supporting country ownership,” GCF 
regional director for Asia and the Pacific Hemant Mandal said. 
 
The DOF is the Philippines’ National Designated Authority to the GCF, leading efforts to access 
climate financing and ensure projects align with national priorities. 
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
PH secures US$6.78M grant from the Green Climate Fund to boost climate investments 
for resilient communities 
 
The Department of Finance (DOF) has secured a USD 6.78 million technical assistance grant 
from the Green Climate Fund (GCF) to strengthen the country’s capacity to access and 
implement climate investments that will help protect communities from the impacts of climate 
change, accelerate the transition to clean energy, and support sustainable and inclusive 
economic growth. 
 
Grants are aids given by development partners with no obligation for repayment. 
 
The approval of the Third Readiness and Preparatory Support Programme (RPSP 3) makes the 
Philippines the first country in Asia and the Pacific to access GCF readiness support under the 
Fund’s second replenishment period (GCF-2) covering 2024 to 2027. 
 
“We welcome the GCF’s approval of this grant. More than financial support, it is an investment 
in the Philippines’ ability to turn climate ambition into action and deliver lasting benefits for the 
Filipino people,” Undersecretary Joven Z. Balbosa said. 
 
Approved on June 24, 2026, the 60-month program will strengthen the country’s capacity to 
access, develop, and implement climate investments aligned with the National Adaptation Plan 
(NAP) and the Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan (NDCIP). 
 
In addition, RPSP 3 will strengthen inter-agency coordination among key climate institutions, 
develop a robust pipeline of projects aligned with national priorities, and enhance knowledge 
management and monitoring systems. 
 
The program is expected to help mobilize more international climate financing for projects that 
enhance climate resilience, strengthen food and water security, support the transition to cleaner 
energy, and protect vulnerable communities. 
 
The Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI) will serve as the DOF’s Delivery Partner, with the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) serving as co-implementers. 
 
Developed through an extensive DOF-led consultative process, RPSP 3 incorporates inputs 
from the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), Climate Change 
Commission (CCC), Department of Agriculture (DA), Department of Science and Technology 
(DOST), and other key institutions, reflecting strong national ownership and alignment with the 
country’s climate and sustainable development priorities. 
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Building on this milestone, the DOF has begun preparing a second proposal under the GCF 
Country-Driven Readiness window, which may provide up to USD 3 million in additional grant 
support. 
 
“This readiness grant from the GCF will strengthen climate action in the Philippines by 
enhancing institutional capacity, reinforcing existing coordination mechanisms, and accelerating 
the development of a strong project pipeline further supporting country ownership,” GCF 
Regional Director for Asia and the Pacific Hemant Mandal said. 
 
Through RPSP 3, the DOF aims to create an enabling environment for climate investments and 
accelerate the country’s transition toward a resilient, low-carbon, and sustainable future. 
 
Together, the two proposals will help ensure that resources are mobilized and directed where 
they are needed most, delivering inclusive, evidence-based, and transformative impact. 
 
The DOF is the Philippines’ National Designated Authority (NDA) to the GCF, leading efforts to 
access climate financing and ensure projects align with national priorities. 
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PH secures $6.8-M grant to boost climate investments 
By: Anna Leah Gonzales 
 
The Green Climate Fund (GCF) extended a USD6.78 million grant to help the Philippines 
implement climate investments that will protect communities from the impacts of climate change, 
accelerate the transition to clean energy and support sustainable and inclusive economic 
growth. 
 
In a statement Wednesday, the Department of Finance (DOF) said the Third Readiness and 
Preparatory Support Program (RPSP 3) makes the Philippines the first country in Asia and the 
Pacific to access GCF readiness support under the Fund's second replenishment period 
(GCF-2), covering 2024 to 2027. 
 
Grants are aids given by development partners with no obligation for repayment. 
 
Approved on June 24, 2026, the 60-month program will strengthen the country’s capacity to 
access, develop, and implement climate investments aligned with the National Adaptation Plan 
and the Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan. 
 
RPSP 3 will strengthen inter-agency coordination among key climate institutions, develop a 
robust pipeline of projects aligned with national priorities, and enhance knowledge management 
and monitoring systems. 
 
It incorporates inputs from the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Climate 
Change Commission, Department of Agriculture, Department of Science and Technology and 
other key institutions, reflecting strong national ownership and alignment with the country’s 
climate and sustainable development priorities. 
 
“We welcome the GCF's approval of this grant. More than financial support, it is an investment 
in the Philippines’ ability to turn climate ambition into action and deliver lasting benefits for the 
Filipino people,” Undersecretary Joven Z. Balbosa said. 
 
The Global Green Growth Institute will serve as the DOF’s delivery partner, while the United 
Nations Development Programme and the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit will serve as co-implementers. 
 
The DOF said it is also preparing a second proposal under the GCF Country-Driven Readiness 
window, which may provide up to USD3 million in additional grant support. 
 
"This readiness grant from the GCF will strengthen climate action in the Philippines by 
enhancing institutional capacity, reinforcing existing coordination mechanisms, and accelerating 
the development of a strong project pipeline further supporting country ownership,” GCF 
Regional Director for Asia and the Pacific Hemant Mandal said. 
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The DOF is the Philippines’ National Designated Authority to the GCF, leading efforts to access 
climate financing and ensure projects align with national priorities.  
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Philippines secures $6.78 million grant for climate investments 
 
By: Aubrey Rose Inosante 
 
The Philippines has secured a $6.78-million technical assistance grant from the Green Climate 
Fund (GCF) aimed at boosting the country’s capacity to access, develop and implement climate 
investments, the Department of Finance (DOF) said. 
 
The approval of the Third Readiness and Preparatory Support Program (RPSP 3) positions the 
Phl as the first country in Asia-Pacific to tap readiness support under the fund’s second 
replenishment period, covering 2024 to 2027. 
 
“We welcome the GCF’s approval of this grant. More than financial support, it is an investment 
in the Philippines’ ability to turn climate ambition into action and deliver lasting benefits for the 
Filipino people,” Finance Undersecretary Joven Balbosa said in a statement. 
 
Approved on June 24, the 60-month program aligned with the National Adaptation Plan and the 
Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan. 
 
The DOF, as the national designated authority for the GCF, said the initiative is expected to 
provide more international climate financing for projects that bolster climate resilience, food and 
water security, clean energy transition and the protection of vulnerable communities. 
 
Beyond funding, RPSP 3 aims to tighten inter?agency coordination among climate institutions, 
build a pipeline of projects consistent with national priorities and strengthen monitoring and 
knowledge systems. 
 
The Global Green Growth Institute will serve as the DOF’s delivery partner, while the United 
Nations Development Program and the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit will act as co-implementers. 
 
RPSP 3, developed through a DOF-led consultative process, incorporates inputs from the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Climate Change Commission, Department 
of Agriculture, Department of Science and Technology and other key institutions. 
 
The DOF said that it has also begun preparing a second proposal under the GCF’s 
Country?Driven Readiness window, which could unlock up to $3 million more in grant funding. 
 
“This readiness grant from the GCF will strengthen climate action in the Philippines by 
enhancing institutional capacity, reinforcing existing coordination mechanisms and accelerating 
the development of a strong project pipeline further supporting country ownership,” GCF 
regional director for Asia and the Pacific Hemant Mandal said. 
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The two proposals will help ensure that resources are mobilized and directed where they are 
needed most, delivering inclusive, evidence-based and transformative impact, the DOF said. 
 

   =END= 
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