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Potential tropical cyclone may enhance Habagat heading to the weekend
By: Ariel Rojas

MANILA -- A low pressure area may form outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility before
midweek, according to the state weather bureau.

BBC

The small seed that is hoped will bring the coast back to life
By: Jon Cuthill

Forget the worm, this early bird was after the seed - and a very special one at that.
CEBU NEWS

Fuel prices surge anew
By: Mitchelle L. Palaubsanon

CEBU, Philippines — Motorists will face another round of steep fuel price hikes starting today,
Tuesday, with diesel and kerosene registering double-digit increases due to the continuing
conflict in the Middle East, the Department of Energy (DOE) announced yesterday.
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Cloudy skies. scattered rain expected over Mindanao, western Luzon, Visayas

The Southwest Monsoon (Habagat) will bring cloudy skies with scattered rain over Mindanao
and the western sections of Luzon and Visayas on Tuesday, PAGASA reported.

Habagat to bring isolated rain showers, thunderstorms over western PH
By: Lyjah Tiffany Bonzo

The Southwest Monsoon, or Habagat, is forecast to affect the western section of the country on
Tuesday, July 21, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services

Administration (PAGASA) said Monday.

LPA outside PAR may develop into Tropical Depression

A Low Pressure Area (LPA) outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) has a medium
chance to develop into a Tropical Depression within the next 24 hours, PAGASA reported.
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AN d A
By: Dennis Pillion

Trump claimed without evidence that the manual was “fraudulent, biased, and misleading.”
MIRAGE NEWS

Major Clim han hallenge Begins In Federal Cou

The Australian Conservation Foundation's challenge to Environment Minister Murray Watt's
decision to approve Woodside's NW Shelf gas hub out to 2070 and not assess harm caused by
the project's climate pollution begins today in the Federal Court.

PALAWAN NEWS

Palawan losing forests faster than during logging era, study warns
By: Celeste Anna Formoso

Palawan is shedding its forests at a rate outpacing the destructive commercial logging era of the
1980s, according to a new study by Atty. Joselito C. Alisuag, former executive director of the
Palawan Council for Sustainable Development (PCSD).
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Habagat to bring rains as Pagasa monitors possible LPA
By: Cristina Eloisa Baclig

MANILA, Philippines — The southwest monsoon, locally known as habagat, will continue to bring
isolated rain showers and thunderstorms over large parts of the country, while the state weather
bureau monitors a weather disturbance that could develop into a low-pressure area (LPA) within
the next 24 hours.

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

DENR honors partners, calls for continuous collaboration in environmental protection
By: Christian Allister G. Tubadeza

BANGUED, Abra (PIA) — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR),
through the Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office (PENRO)-Abra, recognized
government agencies, local government units (LGUs), media partners, and other stakeholders
for their contributions to environmental conservation.

THE GUARDIAN

Majority of US voters link extreme weather to climate crisis. study finds
By: Andrew Witherspoon

Top Democrat says findings show public ‘way ahead of the politicians’ as Trump dismisses
global heating as ‘hoax’

THE PHILIPPINE STAR

2 i hool w iversion program
By: Caecent No-ot Magsumbol

CEBU, Philippines — After Talamban Elementary School successfully piloted Cebu City’s
student-led waste diversion program earlier this month, the initiative expanded to two more
public schools with the formal launch of “Basura Namo, Kaugmaon Nato” yesterday, July 20.


https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2266934/habagat-to-bring-rains-as-pagasa-watches-possible-lpa
https://pia.gov.ph/news/denr-honors-partners-calls-for-continuous-collaboration-in-environmental-protection/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jul/19/climate-crisis-us-voters-study
https://www.philstar.com/the-freeman/cebu-news/2026/07/21/2543631/2-cebu-city-schools-adopt-waste-diversion-program

UNITED NATION PHILIPPINES

UNIDO empowers Philippine MSMEs to turn climate action into a competitive advantage
By: Maria Jorica Pamintuan

Manila, Philippines

For many micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) in the Philippines, managing rising
energy costs while remaining competitive is an increasingly difficult balancing act, made more
challenging recently due to the ensuing energy crisis brought about by global geopolitical
tensions. Limited access to efficient technologies, financing and technical expertise often
prevents businesses from adopting solutions that could reduce costs and strengthen their
long-term resilience.

Information and Knowledge Management Division


https://philippines.un.org/en/319623-unido-empowers-philippine-msmes-turn-climate-action-competitive-advantage
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Potential tropical cyclone may enhance Habagat heading to the weekend
By: Ariel Rojas

MANILA -- A low pressure area may form outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility before
midweek, according to the state weather bureau.

Weather models indicate that the tropical cyclone development may enter PAR, although in the
timing of the entry is yet uncertain.

Once it becomes a storm and inside PAR, it will be assigned the local name Kiyapo (water
cabbage).

The storm may approach Eastern Visayas and Bicol on Thursday and Friday before turning
north-northwestward and grazing the eastern part of Luzon while heading toward
Babuyan-Batanes area this weekend.

Another possibility is that the weather disturbance system may form farther east, enter PAR on
Sunday, and remain well offshore with no expected landfall.

The weak Habagat will initially affect the western section of Luzon but may strengthen,
depending on the track and proximity of the potential storm.

WEATHER CONDITIONS

Monday: Weak Habagat will bring scattered rains in parts of llocos, Zambales, Bataan, Mindoro,
and Palawan. Elsewhere, warm and humid conditions will prevail, with afternoon or evening
thunderstorms possible, particularly in Cordillera, rest of Central Luzon, Bicol, and most of
Visayas, and Mindanao.

Tuesday to Wednesday: Habagat may gradually strengthen, bringing scattered rains over
Palawan, Visayas, and Mindanao.

Thursday to Friday: Should the tropical cyclone move close to the country, its interaction with
the Habagat may bring moderate to heavy rains in Central Luzon, CALABARZON, MIMAROPA,
Bicol, Visayas, and Mindanao.

Saturday to Sunday: In a closer-track scenario, Kiyapo may bring persistent rains over Bicol
through Saturday, before affecting the rest of Luzon by Sunday.

The enhanced Habagat may continue to bring monsoon rains in Zamboanga Peninsula, Negros,
Western Visayas, and MIMAROPA throughout the weekend.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/7/19/potential-tropical-cyclone-may-enhance-habagat-heading-to-the-weekend-2239

In Metro Manila, warm and humid weather with isolated afternoon or evening thunderstorms is
expected from Monday through Thursday. Wetter weather conditions may be expected from
Friday to Sunday if the tropical cyclone moves closer to the country.

The heavy rainfall associated with the potential tropical cyclone and enhanced Habagat may
trigger floods and landslides in vulnerable areas, in a closer-track scenario

PAGASA said that the forecast confidence in the track, intensity, and potential impacts of the
storm remains low.
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The small seed that is hoped will bring the coast back to life
By: Jon Cuthill

Forget the worm, this early bird was after the seed - and a very special one at that.

It meant an 04:00 BST alarm and, for some of the other 20 or so volunteers | joined at Calshot
Beach near Southampton, even earlier.

A particularly low tide in the Solent meant the sea would reveal a crop on which conservationists
are pinning their hopes to rebuild a depleted coastline.

Seagrass seeds.

Just like trees and plants, seagrass has a superpower - it can absorb massive amounts of
carbon dioxide.

The same area of seagrass can absorb 35 times the amount a tropical rain forest can.
It locks in carbon and releases oxygen back in to the environment.

Seagrass also creates structure and habitat for thousands of species.

The UK has lost more than 90% of its seagrass meadows over the last century.

Disease, disturbance and pollution have meant vast swathes of once vibrant green seabed have
been left bare.

After a briefing in a nearby car park, we troop down to the water's edge clutching white plastic
buckets to begin the hunt.

Leading the morning's fingertip search was seagrass supremo Tim Ferrero, from Hampshire and
Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust.

"Seagrasses are the only marine flowering plants," he explains as we slowly work our way
through the seagrass meadow.

"They do everything that a plant does on land. They flower, they pollenate, they set seed, all
underwater basically.

"So, what we're doing is, we're collecting seed from an existing seagrass meadow so that we
can then plant that seed somewhere else to recreate seagrass meadows."


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cd69qdg7l95o

For the experienced seagrass seed collectors, buckets soon begin to fill with the tips of stems.
For those new to the low tide trawl, they are few and far between to begin with.

Finding the right part of the plant, with seeds at the right stage for picking, takes a little while to
get your eye in.

The pod-like leaf called a spathe is slightly rounder and paler than the darker, flatter blades of
seagrass.

The seeds, when ready to pick, sit neatly in a row, slightly raised from the surface.

"Sometimes, it's just about feeling around and you can kind of feel these short stems that feel
like they've got a pack of Tic Tacs in them," says volunteer Sophie Whitemoor.

Crouching alongside is fellow volunteer James Harper.

"I'm still building on my personal technique," he says. "It's just a case of looking for the most
round stems, really."

The group are incredibly upbeat, considering the time of their early morning search.

"It's just a passion for me, really," says Jackie Mellan. "Any opportunity | can come out and help
with restoration projects then | do."

For the next hour or so, the volunteers sift through the seagrass as it lays flat on the shore.

But it is a race against the clock and a turning tide means the small army of people gathering
the harvest eventually beats a retreat to the shore.

The buckets are gathered back in the car park and the crop is carefully placed in a barrel of cool
seawater to be taken for processing.

The seagrass seeds are taken to the University of Portsmouth's Institute of Marine Sciences at
Eastney.

Placed in large blue tanks of seawater, the spathes begin a process which will release the seed
from the stem.

"We call it rotting out," says Fererro, now wearing a white laboratory coat as he adds handfuls of
seagrass to the Calshot tank. "It takes about between eight to 12 weeks to complete.”

The decayed plant turns black and is caught in a sieve, allowing the seeds to fall to the bottom
of the catching tub.



Once separated, the seed goes into storage in high-salinity water tanks for the winter, kept at a
chilly 1-3C (34-37F).

Come the spring, volunteers will again be setting their alarms, this time to sow their precious
crop.



CEBU NEWS

Fuel prices surge anew
By: Mitchelle L. Palaubsanon

CEBU, Philippines — Motorists will face another round of steep fuel price hikes starting today,
Tuesday, with diesel and kerosene registering double-digit increases due to the continuing
conflict in the Middle East, the Department of Energy (DOE) announced yesterday.

During a virtual press conference, DOE Secretary Sharon Garin announced that the department
is reverting to the prescribed pricing mechanism, replacing the price range implemented in
recent weeks with a single maximum adjustment for each fuel product.

“We have readjusted our direction for today. Unlike the past few weeks na meron tayong range,
ngayon wala na munang range. Balik muna tayo sa prescribed adjustment na isang presyo na

lang,” Garin said.

Under the latest adjustment, gasoline prices will increase by a maximum of P3.65 per liter,
diesel by P10.68 per liter, and kerosene by P11.77 per liter.

Garin stressed that oil companies are not allowed to impose increases beyond the prescribed
maximum adjustments.

She said diesel posted the sharpest increase, reversing the downward trend seen in previous
weeks, while kerosene registered the highest increase among the three fuel products.

The DOE chief said the adjustments were driven by developments in the Middle East, which
continue to push up global oil prices.

“Once again, we are at the mercy of the war in the Middle East. The price of how much you buy
in is not under our control,” Garin said.

She emphasized that while the Philippines cannot control international oil prices, the
government can ensure proper enforcement of fuel pricing regulations and monitor compliance
among oil companies.

“‘But how we consume it, how we enforce our laws, and how we monitor this is under our
control. Kaya kailangan trabaho lang tayo, sama-sama para we can go through this hurdle
again,” she said.

Despite the sharp increases, Garin expressed hope that the spike would be temporary.

“Hopefully it won't last that long and it won’t be as bad as noong umpisa,” she said.
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Adequate supply

Garin assured the public that the country has sufficient fuel supply despite the latest round of
price hikes.

She said petroleum inventories are equivalent to about 46 days, exceeding the 30-day minimum
stock requirement mandated by law.

Current inventories are equivalent to 43 days for gasoline, almost 46 days for diesel, nearly 140
days for kerosene, 82 days for jet fuel, almost 29 days for fuel oil, and 34 days for liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG).

“Our fuel supply is sufficient. Inventories remain adequate. Filipinos can go about their normal
routines and operations with confidence,” Garin said.

She acknowledged that higher fuel prices are placing additional burdens on Filipino families,
public utility vehicle (PUV) drivers, and businesses, but said the government is taking all legally
available measures to cushion the impact.

“l understand these concerns. The Department of Energy is on top of the situation, and we are
taking active steps to protect our people,” she said.

Garin said renewed conflict and recent bombings in the Middle East have disrupted supply
chains and created uncertainty in the global oil market.

She explained that the uncertainty affects not only oil producers but also shipping,
transportation, insurance, and fuel traders, ultimately driving up prices for oil-importing countries

such as the Philippines.

“The Philippines sources all of its petroleum from abroad, and more than 80 percent comes from
the Middle East. These global movements reach our pumps,” Garin said.

She added that while the government has no control over international oil prices or geopolitical
developments, it can act to protect consumers.

“We cannot change the direction of the global market, but we can act on how it reaches our
people,” she said.

Fuel subsidy
To help ease the impact on the transport sector, Garin said the government continues to

implement its fuel subsidy program for qualified jeepney and UV Express drivers and other
eligible beneficiaries.
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As of July 20, 2,734 gasoline stations nationwide are participating in the fuel discount program,
including 484 in the Visayas. Qualified jeepney drivers receive a P10-per-liter discount for up to
1,500 liters per week at participating stations.

The total amount released to beneficiaries has reached P327 million, benefiting 87,582 unique
public utility vehicles, each identified through its plate number.

Garin said the DOE is also coordinating with oil companies to ensure that pump prices fairly
reflect global market movements while appealing for additional discounts for public utility
vehicles and the possible staggering of fuel price increases to lessen the immediate burden on
drivers.

She also assured the public that the department is closely monitoring the oil industry to prevent
overpricing, hoarding, and other violations.

Beyond short-term interventions, Garin said the DOE continues to pursue long-term energy

security by reducing the country's dependence on imported fuel through renewable energy and
energy efficiency programs. — (FREEMAN)
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GMA NEWS

Cloudy skies, scattered rain expected over Mindanao, western Luzon, Visayas

The Southwest Monsoon (Habagat) will bring cloudy skies with scattered rain over Mindanao
and the western sections of Luzon and Visayas on Tuesday, PAGASA reported.

As of 2 a.m., a low pressure area (LPA 07d) is being monitored outside the Philippine Area of
Responsibility (PAR) and has a medium chance to develop into a tropical depression within the
next 24 hours.

Forecast weather conditions

Western Visayas, Negros Island Region, Zamboanga Peninsula, and BARMM will have cloudy
skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms due to the Southwest Monsoon. PAGASA also
reported that flash floods or landslides may occur in these areas due to moderate to at times
heavy rains.

Metro Manila, llocos Region, Cordillera Administrative Region, MIMAROPA, Batanes, Babuyan
Islands, Zambales, Bataan, Cavite, Batangas, and the rest of Mindanao will have partly cloudy
to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or thunderstorms due to the Southwest Monsoon with
flash floods or landslides possibly occurring during severe thunderstorms.

The rest of the country will have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or
thunderstorms due to localized thunderstorms while flash floods or landslides may occur during
severe thunderstorms.

Forecast wind and coastal water conditions

The wind speed forecast for Southern Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao is light to moderate and
moving in the southwest to west direction while coastal waters will be slight to moderate.

The rest of Luzon will experience light to moderate winds moving in the south to southwest
direction while coastal waters will be slight to moderate.

Sunrise will be at 5:37 a.m., sunset at 6:29 p.m. — BAP/KG, GMA News
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Habagat to bring isolated rain showers, thunderstorms over western PH
By: Lyjah Tiffany Bonzo

The Southwest Monsoon, or Habagat, is forecast to affect the western section of the country on
Tuesday, July 21, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA) said Monday.

In its 4 p.m. weather bulletin, PAGASA said the Habagat will bring partly cloudy to cloudy skies
with isolated rain showers or thunderstorms over Metro Manila, Mindanao, the llocos Region,

Cordillera Administrative Region, MIMAROPA, Western Visayas, and Negros Island Region.

The same weather conditions are expected over Batanes, the Babuyan Islands, Zambales,
Bataan, Cavite, and Batangas.

Meanwhile, localized thunderstorms are forecast to bring partly cloudy to cloudy skies with
isolated rain showers or thunderstorms over the rest of the country.

PAGASA warned of possible flash floods and landslides during severe thunderstorms.

Light to moderate winds and slight to moderate coastal waters are expected across the country,
with waves ranging from 0.6 meters to 1.8 meters.

At the PAGASA Science Garden weather station in Diliman, Quezon City, the temperature on
Monday peaked at 33.5 degrees Celsius at 1 p.m., while the lowest temperature of 26.3

degrees Celsius was recorded at 6 a.m.

Sunrise in Metro Manila on Tuesday will be at 5:37 a.m. — MCG, GMA News
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LPA outside PAR may develop into Tropical Depression

A Low Pressure Area (LPA) outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) has a medium
chance to develop into a Tropical Depression within the next 24 hours, PAGASA reported.

As of 8 p.m. on Monday, LPA 07d, which is being monitored, is 1,740 kilometers east of
Southeastern Luzon.

In its 4 p.m. weather bulletin, PAGASA said the Habagat will bring partly cloudy to cloudy skies
with isolated rain showers or thunderstorms over Metro Manila, Mindanao, the llocos Region,

Cordillera Administrative Region, MIMAROPA, Western Visayas, and Negros Island Region.

The same weather conditions are expected over Batanes, the Babuyan Islands, Zambales,
Bataan, Cavite, and Batangas. — BAP, GMA News

15


https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/weather/content/995534/lpa-outside-par-may-develop-into-tropical-depression/story/

INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS

Trump Lashes Out at National Academies of Sciences Over Climate Guide For Judges
By: Dennis Pillion

Trump claimed without evidence that the manual was “fraudulent, biased, and misleading.”

President Donald Trump took to social media Sunday night to express his displeasure with one
of the nation’s preeminent scientific bodies over a manual issued last year to help judges
understand climate science.

The manual, produced last year by the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine, a congressionally chartered independent organization that advises the U.S.
government on science and technology, cites the United Nations’ Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change’s assessment that there is little doubt that fossil fuel emissions directly
contribute to climate change.

The manual notes the IPCC “is generally viewed as the leading scientific authority in this field,”
and that the panel concludes: “It is unequivocal that human influence has warmed the
atmosphere, ocean and land,” and this has caused “[w]idespread changes in the atmosphere,
ocean, cryosphere, and biosphere.”

In a post on Truth Social, Trump said the report was “political fraud and false science.” His post
did not list any specific claims that he disputed, nor did he cite any examples of malfeasance on
behalf of the researchers who compiled it.

Instead, Trump posted that the NAS was run by “Radical Left Dumocrats” and that the manual
had been “totally discredited.”

“I hereby order Federal Suspension and Debarment Officials to review this conduct,” Trump said
in the post.

The White House press office did not respond to a request for comment on this story.

A spokesperson for the NAS, when asked about Trump’s post, said the body was committed to
scientific integrity.

“The National Academies remain committed to our mission to provide independent, objective
scientific advice,” the spokesperson said via email. “Our activities are conducted to ensure
scientific rigor, transparency, and independence. Those enduring values remain our
commitment.”

The NAS manuals are meant to inform government officials, including judges, on scientific
issues they may encounter. Trump’s Truth Social post stated that the manuals have been used
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by judges “to decide massive “Climate Change Cases, and have created huge losses across
our Country.”

Geoff Gisler, program director for the Southern Environmental Law Center, said that Trump’s
criticisms were “misplaced.”

“The manual is a tool for judges who may be encountering scientific concepts for the first time to
become familiar with basic science,” Gisler said in an email. “It cannot decide cases.”

Gisler said the administration’s criticisms of the manual are likely efforts to make climate
litigation more difficult.

“By omitting discussion of climate science, the administration is seeking to make it harder for
justice to be done in cases where polluters could be held liable for their contribution to climate
change by making it harder for judges to understand the underlying science,” Gisler said.
“Changing the manual won’t change the reality that people across the country are dealing with
the consequences of climate change every day through heat waves, wildfires, droughts, and
floods.”

Though the manual in question is not new, Trump made the post just days after another NAS
report concluded that scientific advances over the past decade have “strengthened the
foundation for extreme event attribution,” or how much climate change impacted specific
extreme weather events.

“As the frequencies of multiple types of climate extremes have increased, the likelihood of them
co-occurring simultaneously or in close succession, in the same location or across regions, has
increased,” the 14 authors wrote in the extreme weather attribution report produced by the NAS.

Climate scientist Michael Mann praised the NAS report as “a comprehensive and objective
assessment” of attribution science, compiled by “a blue ribbon panel of highly respected leading
experts.”

Mann, a professor at the University of Pennsylvania who also serves as director of the Penn
Center for Science, Sustainability, and the Media, argued the report could have been more

definitive in connecting climate and extreme weather events.

‘Il would argue that the report’s conclusions—in places—are more conservative and more
tentative than the science objectively dictates,” Mann wrote in a blog post.

Trump, in his second term, has continued to assail mainstream climate science and elevate
fringe views downplaying or denying the negative impacts of climate change.
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Last year, Trump’s Department of Energy commissioned a report downplaying the impacts of
climate change. Leading climate scientists called it “deceptive,” “cherry-picked” and
“antiscientific.”

The Trump administration initially cited the report in its proposal to overturn the EPA's
endangerment finding, the legal cornerstone underpinning the agency’s ability to regulate
greenhouse gases under the Clean Air Act. After significant criticism, the report was omitted

from the final rule.
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MIRAGE NEWS

Major Climate Change Challenge Begins In Federal Court

The Australian Conservation Foundation's challenge to Environment Minister Murray Watt's
decision to approve Woodside's NW Shelf gas hub out to 2070 and not assess harm caused by
the project's climate pollution begins today in the Federal Court.

ACF will argue the Environment Minister's failure to assess the impact climate pollution from the
gas hub will have on nature was unlawful.

"From Ningaloo to the Barrier Reef, the Albanese government's approval of Woodside's climate
bomb puts our future and Australia's special places at risk," said ACF CEO Adam Bandt.

"The North West Shelf extension is one of the most controversial fossil fuel approvals in
Australian history and will cause massive nature, climate and cultural damage.

"At one end of Woodside's planned pipeline is the North West Shelf facility at Murujuga and at
the other end is the proposed Browse gas drilling at Scott Reef, two places with incredible
environmental values that are in the firing line from big gas exporters."

Environmental Justice Australia Co-CEO Elizabeth McKinnon said:
"In this important legal challenge, our client will argue that the climate consequences from the
North West Shelf extension - which could generate around four billion tonnes of greenhouse gas

emissions over its lifetime - were not lawfully assessed before the project was approved to
operate until 2070.
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PALAWAN NEWS

Palawan losing forests faster than during logging era, study warns
By: Celeste Anna Formoso

Palawan is shedding its forests at a rate outpacing the destructive commercial logging era of the
1980s, according to a new study by Atty. Joselito C. Alisuag, former executive director of the
Palawan Council for Sustainable Development (PCSD).

“The frontier is closing, but it is not yet lost,” Alisuag stated in his study furnished to Palawan
News.

He described Palawan as the Philippine province with the most tree cover loss nationwide,
citing Global Forest Watch data showing roughly 219,000 hectares lost between 2001 and 2025.

Alisuag said Palawan lost 48,000 hectares of primary forest from 2002 to 2025, a 10% reduction
that accounts for 22% of all tree cover loss in the period, even though ECAN'’s “core zones”
were designed to give such areas maximum protection.

Alisuag traced the resurgence to a mix of deforestation factors. Nickel mining, driven by global
demand for stainless steel and electric vehicle batteries, requires the removal of the “entire layer
of soil and vegetation,” which the study distinguishes from selective logging by noting it results
in “permanent habitat loss.” Despite the SEP Act’s restrictions, he stated that “government
agencies like the DENR have continued to approve tree-cutting permits for these mineral
zones.”

He also pointed out that large-scale agribusiness has emerged as a major driver of
deforestation following the introduction of oil palm plantations in southern Palawan around 2007.

He also noted that with a province’s population growing at 2.66% annually “largely due to
migration from other parts of the Philippines”, communities are being pushed into upland areas
to practice kaingin, or slash-and-burn farming. He added that forest fires, concentrated in Puerto
Princesa City, added roughly 4,900 hectares of loss and create what he described as “a
self-reinforcing cycle of degradation.”

Alisuag identified the southern town of Rizal as the “deforestation epicenter,” with loss rates
nearly three times the provincial average, followed by Puerto Princesa City, where urban sprawl
and wildfires are cutting into the province’s largest initial forest cover.

Brooke’s Point was cited in the study for retaining 56,000 hectares of natural forest, equivalent

to around 63% of its land area as of 2020, while the island municipality of Cuyo was described
as “the extreme limit of forest degradation.”
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Alisuag argued that Palawan has shifted from a net carbon sink to a net source of emissions.
“The transition of Palawan from a carbon sink to a net source of emissions is a critical indicator
of ecological destabilization,” he stated.

He said that this problem cannot be offset by plantation-style reforestation, pointing out that “a
plantation is not a forest” since monoculture tree farms store far less carbon and support far less
biodiversity than primary growth forests.

In his policy recommendations, Alisuag called for a stricter enforcement of core zone
protections, arguing the buffer zones “were designed to be protective barriers, not permissive
corridors.”

He also urged a shift toward native-species reforestation over monoculture plantations, and
greater investment in secure land tenure and alternative livelihoods to reduce pressure on forest

edges from kaingin and illegal logging.

“The forests are not a resource to be consumed. They are a legacy to be preserved,” he stated.
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Habagat to bring rains as Pagasa monitors possible LPA
By: Cristina Eloisa Baclig

MANILA, Philippines — The southwest monsoon, locally known as habagat, will continue to bring
isolated rain showers and thunderstorms over large parts of the country, while the state weather
bureau monitors a weather disturbance that could develop into a low-pressure area (LPA) within
the next 24 hours.

In its weather forecast on Monday, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical
Services Administration (Pagasa) said the southwest monsoon remains the dominant weather
system affecting the western section of the country.

Pagasa Weather Specialist Grace Castafneda-Carpio said satellite imagery showed cloud
clusters east of the Visayas and Mindanao, although these have yet to develop into a distinct
circulation.

“At present, there is still no defined circulation in these cloud clusters, but we are seeing a high
chance that a low-pressure area (LPA) could form in this area within the next 24 hours. That is
why we are continuously monitoring the situation and encourage the public to stay updated on
the advisories that Pagasa will issue.”

Castafieda-Carpio also said Pagasa’s tropical cyclone threat assessment indicates a low to
moderate chance of tropical cyclone formation over the Philippine Sea east of the Visayas and
Mindanao from July 20 to 26.

She added that, if the weather disturbance develops, forecast models indicate it could move
northwestward and eventually pass over Northern Luzon.

Pagasa is also monitoring another potential weather disturbance outside the Philippine Area of
Responsibility (PAR) but within its monitoring domain, which may enhance the southwest
monsoon later this week.

Rains expected in parts of PH

For the next 24 hours, the state weather bureau said Metro Manila, Mindanao, the llocos
Region, Cordillera Administrative Region, MIMAROPA, Western Visayas, the Negros lIsland
Region, Batanes, the Babuyan Islands, Zambales, Bataan, Cavite and Batangas will experience
partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or thunderstorms due to the southwest
monsoon.

The rest of the country will also have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or
thunderstorms caused by localized thunderstorms.
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Pagasa warned that severe thunderstorms may trigger flash floods or landslides in affected
areas.

Castafieda-Carpio said rainfall is expected to become more frequent over Palawan, Western
Visayas, the Negros Island Region, the Zamboanga Peninsula, the Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao, and Soccsksargen beginning Tuesday afternoon as the southwest
monsoon continues to affect the country.

She also said rainfall could become more widespread in the coming days, particularly over the
western sections of the country, if the southwest monsoon is enhanced by the possible weather
disturbance.

Sea conditions remain manageable

Meanwhile, Pagasa said sea conditions will remain generally manageable across the country,
with no gale warning in effect.

Light to moderate winds will prevail over the Visayas, Mindanao and the western section of
Luzon, with slight to moderate coastal waters measuring 0.6 to 1.8 meters. Similar wind and sea
conditions are expected over the rest of Luzon.

Pagasa advised the public, particularly those living in areas prone to flooding and landslides, to

continue monitoring its official weather forecasts and advisories as weather conditions may
change in the coming days. /jpv
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DENR honors partners. calls for continuous collaboration in environmental protection
By: Christian Allister G. Tubadeza

BANGUED, Abra (PIA) — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR),
through the Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office (PENRO)-Abra, recognized
government agencies, local government units (LGUs), media partners, and other stakeholders
for their contributions to environmental conservation.

During an awarding ceremony held on July 13 at the Casamata Hill Protected Area, DENR
presented certificates of recognition to various national government agencies, LGUs, local
media, and partner organizations, in appreciation of their invaluable support in advancing the
agency’s environmental conservation and protection initiatives across the province.

It also underscored the importance of collaboration among stakeholders in promoting
environmental awareness, sustainable resource management, and the protection of natural
resources.

PENRO-Abra Head Forester Florencio Pacio expressed his gratitude to the awardees,
emphasizing that the celebration recognizes not only milestones achieved but also the enduring
partnerships that have strengthened environmental stewardship in the province.

“We celebrate not only the years behind us but also the partnerships that we had through the
years. Each of you, through your dedication, has planted a seed of change in the hearts of the

people,” Pacio said.

Langiden Mayor Artemio Donato Jr., one of the awardees, reaffirmed the local government’s
commitment to supporting DENR programs and initiatives aimed at protecting the environment.

“We assure you of our continuous support for your programs and initiatives. Sapay kuma ta
agtultuloy ti panagkaykaysa tayo a mangaywan ti environment,” Donato said.

[We hope our unity in protecting the environment will continue.]
Donato emphasized that strong collaboration between local government units and

environmental agencies is essential in sustaining conservation efforts and promoting
responsible stewardship of natural resources. (JDP/CAGT-PIA-CAR, Abra)
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THE GUARDIAN

Majority of US voters link extreme weather to climate crisis. study finds
By: Andrew Witherspoon

Top Democrat says findings show public ‘way ahead of the politicians’ as Trump dismisses
global heating as ‘hoax’

Amid a summer of dangerous heat, drought and floods, a majority of Americans are connecting
increasingly severe weather to the climate crisis, new polling shows, despite efforts by Donald
Trump to dismiss global heating as a “con job” and a “hoax”.

Its a sign that attempts to suppress and polarize climate concerns may not be seeing full
success, said Grace Adcox, senior climate strategist at Data for Progress.

“We started with the question of ‘are extreme weather events increasing,” because we thought
[that] if we can find consensus on that, that can be an entry point to being able to have a more
bipartisan conversation about climate and climate intervention,” she said.

About 61% of likely American voters believe extreme weather events have become more
frequent over the past five years, the survey from the progressive polling firm Data for Progress,
shared exclusively with the Guardian, found. That includes 72% of Democrats, 63% of
Independents, and nearly half — 46% — of all Republicans.

Sheldon Whitehouse, the Rhode Island senator who has long criticized Democrats for quieting
their talk of global warming — or “climate-hushing” — said the new data “adds to the mountain of
evidence that the public is way ahead of the politicians on the dire consequences of climate
change”.

“Climate hushers who ignore this righteous fight should take note,” he told the Guardian.

The researchers also asked participants about whether or not specific forms of extreme weather
are being “worsened by climate change”. Majorities linked climate change to worsening wildfires
(64%), droughts (63%), flooding and flash flooding (62%), hurricanes (59%), and severe
thunderstorms and hailstorms (59%). But heatwaves topped the list, with 67% saying climate
change is making them worse — including 48% of Republicans, the highest share for any of the
extreme weather events surveyed.

That could be because nearly everyone in the US has experienced unusually hot days or weeks

in recent years, said Adcox. High temperatures kill more people annually in the US than
hurricanes, tornadoes and floods combined.
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“There are regional differences across experiences with extreme weather,” said Adcox.
“Extreme heat happens to have the biggest footprint in the American context compared to some
of these other types of extreme weather.”

The finding indicates that scorching conditions could provide an “interesting opening salvo” to
speak about the climate crisis, she added.

Anthony Leiserowitz, director of the Yale Program on Climate Change Communication, said the
new poll’s findings are “very consistent” with the conclusions researchers have drawn based on
Yale’s surveys, which have shown Americans are increasingly linking extreme weather to the
climate crisis and want to protect workers from heat.

But Jennifer Marlon, a senior research scientist at Yale who also focuses on climate
communications, said despite this, it's not clear if most Americans understand why exactly the
climate is changing.

“This is probably the biggest misconception out there — many Americans still think the warming
is due to some kind of natural cycle. But it isn’t,” she said, adding that a spring survey from Yale
Program on Climate Change Communication found 27% of people think that the changes are
mostly natural.

The survey findings could help inform how to frame future conversations about the climate crisis
with skeptical Americans, said Adcox. For instance, the data indicates heat may be the form of
extreme weather that invites most conversation about climate.

“You can say, hey, this extreme heat event is crazy, so let’s talk about it, let’s talk about why it's
happening,” she said.

Another survey finding also indicates that even Americans who may not be convinced that the
climate crisis is human caused — or even that it is happening — would support some climate
justice-focused measures.

Amid global and national rising temperatures, workers who labor outdoors — such as
construction workers, farm workers and roofers — are among the populations most vulnerable to
heat-related illness.

In fact, extreme heat is a leading contributor to workplace injuries and deaths. Some indoor
workers, including those in warehouses, commercial kitchens and manufacturing facilities, can
also face severe heat risk due to a lack of air conditioning, poor ventilation, humidity and other
factors. It's a risk that the polling indicates most Americans think lawmakers should address.

About 88% of participants in the Data for Progress survey said they favor policies in their own
state requiring employers to provide heat protections like access to drinking water, shade,
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breaks, and air conditioning. Only 7% of likely voters said they oppose the policy, indicating
broad support for the protections that previous Data for Progress polls have also shown.

“These findings send a powerful message: protecting workers from dangerous heat isn’t a
partisan issue,” said Jessica E Martinez, executive director of the National Council for
Occupational Safety and Health, a network of two dozen local grassroots worker organizations.
“When 88% of likely voters ... support requiring employers to provide basic, lifesaving heat
protections, it's clear the public expects every worker to be protected.”

She said the polling indicates the public would support the creation of a federal heat standard —
something workers have demanded for years, but on which progress has stalled under Trump.

The current administration this April also allowed the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration’s nationwide enforcement initiative focused on protecting workers from heat
iliness, then later issued a revised but vastly weakened program.

“Our hope in continuing to profile the broad and particularly strong support that we see across

partisanship for extreme heat protections for workers is a way for us to illustrate what could it
look like to take an approach to climate that puts working people first,” said Adcox.
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2 Cebu City schools adopt waste diversion program
By: Caecent No-ot Magsumbol

CEBU, Philippines — After Talamban Elementary School successfully piloted Cebu City’s
student-led waste diversion program earlier this month, the initiative expanded to two more
public schools with the formal launch of “Basura Namo, Kaugmaon Nato” yesterday, July 20.

Mayor Nestor Archival led the ceremony at Talamban National High School, joined by principal
Juanita Geraldez, Talamban officials headed by Barangay Dario Arcilla, and Rotary International
District 3680 governor Arlene Adlawan.

After the Talamban launch, a separate ceremony was held in Lahug with Archival still leading
the event along with Lahug National High School (Night) principal Dr. Madelyn Tinapay, Lahug
Elementary School principal Hazel Ann Empleo, and Lahug officials led by Barangay Captain
Hazel Empleo.

“Pinaagi sa panagtambayayong, atong tumong nga mas daghang kabatan-onan ang mahimong
kabahin sa responsableng pagdumala sa basura ug pagpanalipod sa atong kinaiyahan,”
Archival said.

The program is designed to strengthen waste segregation, recycling, and environmental
stewardship among students, positioning schools as models of community-based ecological

discipline.

Under the program, students bring segregated biodegradable and non-biodegradable waste
from their homes, often packed in bottles, for collection at school.

The city government purchases properly segregated waste with proceeds credited to class
sections based on total weight collected.

Earlier, Talamban Elementary School students turned over 170.2 kilograms of waste, which was
processed at the city’s ecostation.

With 135,000 public school students in Cebu City, officials said the initiative leverages the youth
as agents of change in waste management. — (FREEMAN)
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UNIDO empowers Philippine MSMEs to turn climate action into a competitive advantage
By: Maria Jorica Pamintuan

Manila, Philippines

For many micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) in the Philippines, managing rising
energy costs while remaining competitive is an increasingly difficult balancing act, made more
challenging recently due to the ensuing energy crisis brought about by global geopolitical
tensions. Limited access to efficient technologies, financing and technical expertise often
prevents businesses from adopting solutions that could reduce costs and strengthen their
long-term resilience.

Recognizing these challenges, the United Nations Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO), in partnership with the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), is supporting Filipino
MSMEs unlock the benefits of energy efficiency through the Transformative Actions for Climate
and Ecological Protection and Development (TRANSCEND) Project.

Supported by Germany's International Climate Initiative (IKI), the project is helping lay the
foundation for a more climate-smart industrial sector by promoting resource-efficient production,
strengthening energy management practices, and supporting the development of a
Climate-Smart Industry Roadmap for MSMEs. Beyond reducing energy consumption, the
project seeks to help enterprises adopt sustainable business practices and access emerging
green financing opportunities.

The initiative will be implemented across selected areas of Batangas, Oriental Mindoro, Panay
Island, Misamis Oriental, and Bukidnon, where MSMEs will receive technical assistance,
training and practical tools to identify and implement energy-saving measures suited to their
operations.

“Through the TRANSCEND Project, UNIDO is assisting MSMEs in turning energy efficiency into
a business advantage—reducing costs, improving productivity, and strengthening resilience to
negative climate impacts,” said Teddy Monroy, UNIDO Country Representative in the
Philippines. “By supporting local enterprises in adopting sound energy management practices
and helping develop a Climate-Smart Industry Roadmap, we are creating an enabling
environment where businesses can grow sustainably while contributing to the Philippines’
climate ambitions.”

The initiative aligns closely with the Philippine MSME Development Plan 2023—-2028, which
identifies sustainability as a key driver of enterprise development. As businesses become more
energy efficient, they could lower operating costs, improve compliance with environmental
standards, and become better positioned to participate in domestic and international value
chains where sustainable production is increasingly expected.
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MSMEs account for around 99 per cent of registered businesses in the country. Yet many
continue to face barriers to adopting low-carbon technologies due to limited information, high
upfront investment costs and constrained access to finance. By addressing these barriers, the
TRANSCEND Project seeks to demonstrate that climate action is not simply an environmental
responsibility but a practical business strategy that delivers measurable economic benefits.

“MSMEs are central to the Philippines’ inclusive economic growth and industrial transformation.
As sustainability and resource efficiency increasingly shape markets and value chains, energy
efficiency must be recognized not only as an operational measure, but as a strategic pathway
toward stronger productivity, resilience, innovation, and competitiveness,” said Edwin Pasahol,
Division Chief of the Department of Trade and Industry's Bureau of Small and Medium
Enterprise Development (DTI-BSMED). “Through our partnership with UNIDO under the
TRANSCEND Project, we are working to translate the country’s climate and sustainability
commitments into practical support for MSMEs, providing enterprises with the knowledge, tools,
and enabling environment needed to adopt climate-smart practices and access emerging green
market and financing opportunities. This partnership reinforces DTI's commitment to ensuring
that the transition toward a low-carbon economy is inclusive, enterprise-driven, and creates
meaningful opportunities for MSMEs across the country.”

Over its five-year implementation, the project is expected to generate around 4,000 MWh in
energy savings and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by about 3,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide
equivalent. These outcomes will contribute to the Philippines' Nationally Determined
Contributions under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change while supporting the
country's broader transition towards a climate-resilient, low-carbon economy.

As part of the wider TRANSCEND programme, the initiative demonstrates how strategic
investments in innovation, sustainable production and enterprise development can deliver
benefits that extend beyond environmental gains. By helping MSMEs become more energy
efficient, resilient and competitive, UNIDO and DTI are enabling businesses not only to adapt to
a changing climate, but also to unlock new opportunities for inclusive and sustainable industrial
growth.

=END=
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