A BAGONG PILIPINAS

NEWS ROUNDUP
22 JULY 2026 | 08:00 am

Experts say hotter nights are becoming a growing health risk

LPA to enter PAR, likely to develop into tropical depression — PAGASA
Fossil fuel free zones: A path to a cleaner future, if governments heed them
PH, New Zealand formalize ‘comprehensive partnership’ in Manila
[Opinion] Climate finance needs more than good intentions

Gender dimensions at the centre of global climate priorities

CCC IN THE NEWS:

When the heat becomes hard to ignore

ABS CBN

Experts say hotter nights are becoming a growing health risk
By: Raphael Bosano

Climate change is no longer disrupting lives only through stronger typhoons, floods, or searing
daytime temperatures.
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LPA to enter PAR, likely to develop into tropical depression — PAGASA
By: Edg Adrian A. Eva

A low-pressure area (LPA) is likely to enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) as early
as Tuesday and has a high chance of developing into a tropical depression, according to the

Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA).
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Fossil fuel free zones: A path to a cleaner future, if governments heed them
By Fermin Koop

The establishment of “fossil fuel free zones” as a tool for mitigating the climate crisis has been
contested for more than a decade.
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PH. New ZealBy Joyce Ann L. Rocamoraand formalize ‘comprehensive partnership’ in
Manila
By: Joyce Ann L. Rocamora

New Zealand and the Philippines on Tuesday formalized their comprehensive partnership, set to
allow the two countries to deepen engagement in various areas of cooperation, including trade
and security.
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[Opinion] Climate finance needs more than good intentions
By: Daphne Osefna-Paez

THE World Cup final in New Jersey nearly faced disruption because of air pollution drifting south
from Canada. Smoke from wildfires in Northern Ontario blanketed Toronto in an orange haze for
days and spread into New York and New Jersey. Two days before the Argentina-Spain final, US
President Donald Trump threatened new tariffs on Canada, accusing it of "willful negligence" in
preventing the wildfires that sent "filthy, polluted, and unhealthy air" into the US. The match went
ahead. Spain became the new World Cup champion.
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Gender dimensions at the centre of global climate priorities
By: Gulmira Sergazina

When people talk about climate change, they usually think first of catastrophic natural events
such as droughts, floods, landslides, extreme heat and melting glaciers, or of greenhouse gas
emissions that need to be reduced at an accelerated pace as record-breaking heat is
increasingly observed around the world. However, the climate crisis is, first and foremost, about
its impact on the well-being and livelihoods of every person. People experience and cope with
its consequences differently, and their ability to adapt to changing living conditions is not equal.
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When the heat becomes hard to ignore
By: Camille Hernandez

THERE are days now when the heat feels different. Many of us have experienced stepping out
of air-conditioned offices, walking to the next building and immediately feeling drained. Parents
worry when schools suspend classes because of the dangerous heat. Commuters look for
whatever shade they can find while waiting for a ride. More people are using portable fans.
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Experts say hotter nights are becoming a growing health risk
By: Raphael Bosano

Climate change is no longer disrupting lives only through stronger typhoons, floods, or searing
daytime temperatures.

Scientists are now warning that rising nighttime temperatures are quietly robbing millions of
people of one of the body's most essential defenses against iliness -- sufficient quality sleep.

The finding comes from a new analysis by Climate Central on July 15, 2026, which estimated
that the average person worldwide lost more than 50 hours of sleep each year between 2020
and 2025 because climate change increased nighttime temperatures.

The report adds to growing scientific evidence that warmer nights are becoming a public health
concern, with implications that go beyond discomfort.

Poor sleep has been linked to weakened immunity, slower recovery from illness, reduced
productivity, impaired cognitive function, and even higher risks of premature death.

"Hot nights make it harder for people to recover from the heat of the day, with wide-reaching and
severe consequences. There is growing evidence that as nighttime temperatures rise, human
sleep is being eroded around the world," Climate Central said.

Unlike daytime heat, nighttime temperatures are supposed to provide the body with an
opportunity to cool down and recover. But scientists say climate change is shrinking that window
of recovery.

Climate Central found that across Southeast Asia, climate change added at least 40 nights
annually of warmer nighttime temperature, when minimum temperatures remained above 25
degrees Celsius or conditions considered uncomfortable for sleeping.

Although the analysis focused on selected locations in the United States, the United Kingdom,
and India, experts say the findings are highly relevant to the Philippines, where rising
temperatures, rapid urbanization, and the urban heat island effect have made nights
increasingly warmer.

NIGHTS NO LONGER COOLING DOWN
The findings echo a recently launched Greenpeace Philippines report, "Here Comes the Sun,"

which found that higher average temperatures are preventing nighttime conditions from serving
as the "thermal break" people need after prolonged daytime heat.
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"This reduces the body's chances to recover from extreme daytime temperatures," the report
said.

Speaking to ABS-CBN News, Jefferson Chua, campaigner for Greenpeace Philippines, said the
global findings reinforce what has already been observed locally.

"What is alarming is that the body is losing one of its most effective recovery mechanisms," he
said.

"We know that sleep is the single best recovery mechanism for the body. So if you take that out,
you're taking away the resilience aspect of human body. We're also seeing the links between
less cell regeneration and loss of sleep. So, ibig sabihin nito, mas matagal nagre-recover yung
mga tao kapag may mga sakit sila.”

Scientists say sleep is essential for regulating hormones, repairing tissues, strengthening the
immune system and maintaining cardiovascular and mental health. Chronic sleep deprivation
has also been associated with diabetes, hypertension, depression, and reduced work
performance.

According to Chua, the effects extend beyond individual health and could eventually affect the
country's economy.

Global estimates already suggest that extreme heat affects nearly half of the formal workforce.

"These cover just the formal workforce. So what we are expecting is really the worst case
scenario na mas madami ang naapektuhan.”

WHY ARE NIGHTS BECOMING HOTTER?

Experts say the impacts of extreme heat do not end after sunset.

In densely built cities such as Metro Manila, concrete roads, buildings, glass, and asphalt
absorb large amounts of heat throughout the day. Instead of quickly cooling after sunset, these
materials slowly release the stored heat, keeping nighttime temperatures elevated, a

phenomenon known as the urban heat island effect.

Dr. Rosa Perez, fellow at the Manila Observatory and the National Resilience Council, said
weather conditions and greenhouse gases further intensify the problem.

Cloudy skies can prevent accumulated heat from escaping into space, while greenhouse gases
trap heat within the atmosphere.

"Ang gases like carbon dioxide, methane, ang chemical structure nila, loose. So, may mga
spaces in between ng mga molecules and atoms. So yung heat, natatrap nila,” she said.



The World Meteorological Organization has reported that recent years have been the warmest
ever recorded globally, with greenhouse gas concentrations continuing to reach record highs.

SLEEP LOSS CARRIES SERIOUS HEALTH RISKS
For Riza Torres, a vendor living in a densely populated community in Quezon City, warmer
nights have made getting enough sleep increasingly difficult.

She often spends the night fanning her young children because the family's small clip fan is not
enough to keep them cool.

"Ang hirap talaga lalo na pag may maliit kang anak. Kahit anong paligo mo sa kanila, maiinitan
pa rin. Kaya magtitis akong mag paypay kasi ang electric fan namin, de clip lang eh. Kaya
puyat. Pero gigising ka parin kasi no choice ka eh,” Torres said.

Health experts warn that repeated nights of inadequate sleep, combined with prolonged
exposure to extreme heat, can have lasting consequences.

In children, insufficient sleep may impair brain development, learning, concentration, and
memory. Among workers, fatigue increases the risk of workplace injuries and accidents while
reducing productivity and decision-making.

Emerging research also suggests that hotter nights may increase the risk of death.

A study published in The Lancet Planetary Health found that periods of hot night excess (HNE)
were significantly associated with higher mortality.

"The relative mortality risk on days with hot nights could be 50% higher than on days with
non-hot nights," the researchers reported.

CLIMATE AND PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUE

For Greenpeace Philippines, the growing body of scientific evidence shows that rising nighttime
temperatures should no longer be viewed merely as an inconvenience, but as an emerging
public health challenge driven by human-induced climate change.

Chua said the findings underscore the need for stronger climate adaptation measures,
particularly for communities most exposed to extreme heat.

"l think it's also a challenge to national government to really enact climate justice policies na
hindi lang napoprotektahan lahat ng Pilipino pero yung mga pinaka-vulnerable in the front lines
of the climate crisis are protected first.”

As climate change continues to raise temperatures, scientists say protecting people from
extreme heat is no longer just about staying cool during the day. It also means ensuring that
nights remain cool enough in order for the body to adequately recover.
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LPA to enter PAR, likely to develop into tropical depression — PAGASA
By: Edg Adrian A. Eva

A low-pressure area (LPA) is likely to enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) as early
as Tuesday and has a high chance of developing into a tropical depression, according to the
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA).

The LPA was last located 1,525 kilometers east of Eastern Visayas as of 2 p.m. and has a
“high” chance of developing into a tropical depression within 24 hours, PAGASA said in its 4
p.m. tropical cyclone outlook.

In its earlier 5 a.m. briefing, PAGASA said the LPA may enter PAR between Tuesday afternoon
and Wednesday morning.

“We can also see that once it enters and gradually moves closer to our country, it may bring
rains over large parts of the country,” PAGASA Weather Specialist Veronica C. Torres said in
Filipino during the briefing.

Once the LPA develops into a tropical depression and enters PAR, it will be assigned the local
name Kiyapo, the country’s 11th tropical cyclone for 2026.

PAGASA has yet to announce its forecast track or whether tropical cyclone wind signals will be
raised should Kiyapo form. The agency advised the public to monitor updates on the weather
disturbance.
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PAGASA has yet to announce its forecast track or whether tropical cyclone wind signals will be
raised should Kiyapo form. The agency advised the public to monitor updates on the weather
disturbance.
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Fossil fuel free zones: A path to a cleaner future, if governments heed them
By Fermin Koop

The establishment of “fossil fuel free zones” as a tool for mitigating the climate crisis has been
contested for more than a decade.

But in April, when representatives of 57 countries met in Colombia for the first Transition Away
conference, something shifted. They were listed in the desired outcomes — the first time a major
climate conference had platformed them this significantly.

Fossil fuel free zones are areas of significant ecology, biodiversity or culture, where fossil fuel
exploration, extraction and other related infrastructural development are permanently prohibited.

Dialogue Earth consulted Juan Pablo Osornio, engagement and policy director at Earth Insight,
an advocacy group dedicated to protecting key environments from industrial expansion. He says
fossil fuel free zones offer “something concrete, very intuitive” that governments can use in their
energy transitions.

“We’re at a point where everyone is demanding that things be put into concrete terms,” agrees
Carolina Sanchez, a spokesperson for the Fossil Free Wider Caribbean (GCLF) network. She
tells Dialogue Earth that concerned parties want energy transition roadmaps that “include dates
and set out more specific details of how things are going to be done ... fossil fuel free zones are
a concrete thing that already exists and countries should expand.”

Fossil fuel expansion is threatening important forests. In April, Earth Insight released an
analysis of governmental data of oil and gas blocks at various stages of development and
production, mapped onto satellite imagery of tropical moist forest cover in the Amazon, the
Congo basin and Southeast Asia. Earth Insight says the overlap between the two amounts to
179 million hectares, and approximately 21 per cent of the “high-integrity tropical forests” in
those regions.

The Transition Away conference took place in the coastal city of Santa Marta, in Colombia’s
Caribbean region. But elsewhere in the Caribbean, Guyana has reignited offshore oil expansion,
prompting Barbados, Jamaica and the Dominican Republic to take similar action.

A country’s route to fossil fuel free zones is littered with obstacles, such as pendulum-swinging
politics and fossil-dependent economies. But increasing numbers of governments still recognise

the concept as a path away from extraction.

How could fossil fuel free zones be adopted?


https://www.eco-business.com/news/fossil-fuel-free-zones-a-path-to-a-cleaner-future-if-governments-heed-them/

Fossil fuel free zones have been proposed by campaigners and academics for over a decade.
The Leave it in the Ground (Lingo) initiative, an anti-fossil fuels NGO, was one of their first
proponents.

In 2022, the academic Fergus Green — currently a professor of public policy at University
College London — created an introductory framework for them. It was partly inspired by Nuclear
Weapon Free Zones. This treaty-based arrangement was first proposed for consideration at the
UN general assembly in 1999; Nuclear Weapon Free Zones currently cover Africa, Latin
America and the Caribbean, the South Pacific and Central and Southeast Asia.

In his proposal, Green writes that fossil fuel free zones should be “enshrined in national laws
and international agreements and accompanied by measures to ensure an equitable distribution
of burdens and benefits”.

He acknowledges, however, that this will not happen before smaller-scale actions that apply
pressure to states. As such, he sees the fossil fuel free zones concept as a vehicle, to “inject a
set of ideas into the public consciousness on which motivated groups might draw” to create
change.

The legal mechanisms by which fossil fuel free zones could be introduced fall into roughly four
categories: self-declaration (communities formally declare their territories off-limits);
administrative protected area designation; litigation that enforces existing laws; and political
moratoria (national or regional bans on new licences).

Sanchez says fossil fuel free zones are often based on pre-existing laws. This has the benefit of
low regulatory costs compared to some other state-led climate change mitigation projects. For
example, establishing one of these zones is cheaper and easier than building out a new energy
system, or creating new institutions. Instead, lines can be drawn on a map using existing
authority.

However, while design might be simple, implementation is harder. Osornio says enforcement
remains the challenge in many regions, particularly in Latin America and Sub-Saharan Africa,
where governance capacity varies widely.

In Ecuador, for example, the state has continued to drill for oil in parts of the Yasuni national
park for years, despite its protected status: the country voted to completely halt extraction at the
park’s ITT oil field in a 2023 referendum. Implementing that decision has proven complex and
slow.

This is also relevant for marine protected areas (MPAs). Bruna Campos, the senior offshore oil
and gas campaigner at the Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL), tells Dialogue
Earth that many marine protected areas are merely “paper parks”. She says oil and gas
activities — whether inside or outside — can undermine an MPA’s very purpose.
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Where are they already being used?

Lingo already has a global database of more than 500 registered subnational and local Fossil
Free Zones. Such sites include: Belize, which has an indefinite moratorium on offshore oil
activity; Costa Rica, with its moratorium on fossil fuel exploration and exploitation until 2050;
Arctic Canadian waters, where there is a moratorium on oil and gas licensing, reviewed every
five years; and five particularly biodiverse areas of Mexico, each granted a fossil fuel exploration
and exploitation ban.

In 2025, Colombia banned new oil projects in its Amazon. And last month, it declared the Sierra
Nevada de Santa Marta, the sacred territory of four Indigenous nations, liberated from fossil fuel
extraction. But this legacy is already at risk from Colombia’s just-elected new president,
Abelardo de la Espriella, who has called for a national resurgence of fossil fuels.

Fossil fuel free zones often overlap with Indigenous territories, and Indigenous people can be a
force for their introduction. “Everything that is left in the subsoil must stay there.

It fulfils an important function for our spiritual management of cooling the world,” Patricia
Suarez, a leader from Colombia’s Murui Indigenous community, tells Dialogue Earth. “When
those resources are extracted, elements of great importance for the planet’s balance are
altered, creating strong climate impacts with serious effects on Indigenous territories.”

Across the Amazon, Indigenous organisations have been advancing similar declarations. Last
year at the UN climate summit COP30, held in Brazil, Indigenous coalitions demanded their
territories be designated exclusion zones for all extractive activities. Meanwhile,
parliamentarians from four Amazonian countries have introduced bills to expand fossil fuel free
zones.

But this political progress is fragile. “In my country, and across much of Latin America, the
political shift brought about by recent elections means this idea will face greater difficulties,”
Cecilia Requena, a Bolivian senator and member of Parliamentarians for a Fossil Free Future,
tells Dialogue Earth. She argues protecting critical biomes like the Amazon makes just as much
sense for economies as for the climate.
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PH. New ZealBy Joyce Ann L. Rocamoraand formalize ‘comprehensive partnership’ in
Manila
By: Joyce Ann L. Rocamora

New Zealand and the Philippines on Tuesday formalized their comprehensive partnership, set to
allow the two countries to deepen engagement in various areas of cooperation, including trade
and security.

Visiting New Zealand Foreign Minister Winston Peters and Foreign Affairs Secretary Ma.
Theresa Lazaro announced the elevation of relations on the sidelines of the Philippine-hosted
Association of Southeast Asian (ASEAN) foreign ministers’ meetings in Pasay City.

“‘New Zealand and the Philippines are close friends and trusted partners on the world stage —
and today we turn this friendship into concrete action,” Peters said.

“Elevating our relationship to a Comprehensive Partnership signals the importance we place on
working together to support a stable, rules-based Indo-Pacific,” he added.

In a bilateral meeting, the two top diplomats launched the “roadmap” that sets out the four focus
areas of cooperation under the elevated ties, which include the development of political
engagement; defense, security, and maritime cooperation; trade and economic ties; and
people-to-people links.

“The Philippines is a dynamic partner in Southeast Asia — a regional powerhouse of 113 million
people, and one of the region’s fastest-growing economies,” Peters said.

“This year, New Zealand and the Philippines are also celebrating 60 years of diplomatic
relations — making this a timely moment to elevate our relationship,” he added.

Under the roadmap, the two states agreed to achieve a mutually beneficial 50 percent increase
in two-way trade by 2030 through various initiatives, including the implementation of the Specific
Commodity Understanding (SCU) for the export of New Zealand onions to the Philippines and
the Export Plan for fresh fruit and vegetables from the Philippines to New Zealand.

The document also outlines the two nations’ plan to establish a policy exchange mechanism on
export capabilities in the Philippine agricultural sector and to develop, before September 2026, a

framework for climate cooperation.

At the conclusion of their meeting, Peters and Lazaro also signed two new agreements on
education and geothermal energy cooperation to give effect to the Comprehensive Partnership.
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THE MANILA TIMES

[Opinion] Climate finance needs more than good intentions
By: Daphne Osena-Paez

THE World Cup final in New Jersey nearly faced disruption because of air pollution drifting south
from Canada. Smoke from wildfires in Northern Ontario blanketed Toronto in an orange haze for
days and spread into New York and New Jersey. Two days before the Argentina-Spain final, US
President Donald Trump threatened new tariffs on Canada, accusing it of "willful negligence" in
preventing the wildfires that sent "filthy, polluted, and unhealthy air" into the US. The match went
ahead. Spain became the new World Cup champion.

The weather has no boundaries. It does not recognize country borders. | grew up in Toronto in
the 1980s when our biggest climate issues were acid rain and the hole in the ozone layer. Acid
rain was caused by sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide from heavy industries, mostly from the US.
Back then, this transboundary environmental crisis was dealt with by treaties, cooperation and
collaboration. Now it's about pointing fingers and trade threats.

The Philippines has long suffered a disproportionate share of climate disasters while
contributing less than 0.4 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions. Typhoon Haiyan
(Yolanda) in 2013 demonstrated the destructive power of a super typhoon and strengthened the
country's call for climate justice — that climate change is not only an environmental issue but
also an ethical, political and human rights concern.

When the UN Sustainable Development Goals were adopted in 2015, countries were
encouraged to put climate change policies in the forefront of development. The Philippines has
consistently supported the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, established at
the 1992 Rio Earth Summit, recognizing that while all countries share responsibility for
protecting the environment, wealthier nations with greater historical emissions should shoulder a
larger share of the burden. This principle was the backbone of the campaign for a global loss
and damage fund.

That campaign achieved a breakthrough at COP27 in 2022 in Egypt, with the creation of the
Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD). | was with the Philippine delegation to
COP28 in 2023 in Dubai, the United Arab Emirates, headed by then-Environment secretary Toni
Yulo Loyzaga, when the FRLD was operationalized with a pledge of $768 million from wealthier
nations. The Philippines won the bid to be the host of the FRLD board in Manila, while the World
Bank is the host of the secretariat.

| recently met with Ibrahima Cheikh Diong, executive director of the FRLD after the ninth board
meeting in Manila. Expectations were high that the board would start disbursing grants from the
initial $250 million funding. Just last year, it launched its first call for funding requests. The Fund
received 176 proposals from 119 countries worth approximately $2.8 billion. The overwhelming
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response confirms what climate-vulnerable nations have been saying for years — the need is
urgent, widespread and growing.

These numbers also reveal an uncomfortable truth. Even after the board increased the available
funding from $250 million to $350 million, the available resources remain only a fraction of what
countries are asking for, almost $3 billion. The gap between need and funding is no longer a
technical issue, it is a question of global priorities.

This matters because climate change is no longer a future scenario. The Philippines was
preparing for the possible impact of Super Typhoon Inday during the board meeting. We are
reminded once again that disasters come without waiting for lengthy approval processes or
bureaucratic negotiations. Fortunately, the storm caused less damage than anticipated, thanks
in part to our country’s preparedness and early warning systems. Preparedness saves lives, and
rapid access to climate finance is essential.

Still, good intentions alone will not rebuild homes, restore livelihoods, or protect communities.
The fund can only be as effective as the resources placed behind it. With requests already
approaching $3 billion during its first funding cycle, the current capitalization simply cannot
match the scale of global climate loss and damage.

In early July, the World Bank said it would stop using its climate finance target, which aimed for
45 percent of its funding to support climate-related projects. Instead, it will focus on overall
development outcomes while continuing to support climate projects requested by countries and
monitor climate-related progress. This could mean uncertainty about the future of climate
finance in programs like flood protection, drought resilience, coastal defenses, and
climate-smart agriculture. It could also mean reduced emphasis on adaptation such as
infrastructure and engineering projects and nature-based solutions.

For countries that are highly exposed to climate risks such as many small island states,
drought-prone African countries, and low-lying coastal nations like the Philippines, the main
concern is not that World Bank climate financing will stop, but that there is now less institutional
assurance that climate projects will continue receiving a consistent share of funding.

The FRLD represents one of the most significant achievements in international climate
cooperation. But history will judge it not by the number of meetings it holds or policies it adopts.
It will be judged by whether it delivers meaningful assistance to the people it was created to
serve.

The world has already acknowledged the problem. It has established the institution. Now it must
summon the political will to provide the resources before the next disaster strikes.
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Gender dimensions at the centre of global climate priorities
By: Gulmira Sergazina

When people talk about climate change, they usually think first of catastrophic natural events
such as droughts, floods, landslides, extreme heat and melting glaciers, or of greenhouse gas
emissions that need to be reduced at an accelerated pace as record-breaking heat is
increasingly observed around the world. However, the climate crisis is, first and foremost, about
its impact on the well-being and livelihoods of every person. People experience and cope with
its consequences differently, and their ability to adapt to changing living conditions is not equal.

Climate change affects access to water, land, food, employment and income. Since women and
men often live in different social and economic realities, climate risks also affect them differently.
This is why climate policy is increasingly being discussed through the lens of gender equality.

International research shows that social and economic inequality can increase people’s
vulnerability to intensifying climate-related disasters. Limited access to resources, income
disparities and unequal participation in decision-making all directly affect people’s ability to
adapt to environmental change.

For example, in natural resource sectors, men are more often employed in technical and
infrastructure-related areas, while women are more likely to work in administration, education
and social services. At the same time, women are more frequently responsible for caring for
their families and managing household duties. Under the pressures of climate change, this
burden becomes even more pronounced.

The Gender Snapshot 2025 report states clearly that slow progress on gender equality may
hinder the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals and reduce the effectiveness of
climate policy.

This issue is also becoming increasingly relevant for Kazakhstan, particularly in the context of
natural resource sectors and ecosystem management. A gender analysis of Kazakhstan’s
climate policy shows that, across the country’s strategic documents — from environmental
legislation to strategies and programmes on green economy development, biodiversity
conservation, energy, water and food security — gender considerations are either largely absent
or mentioned only formally. Gender-disaggregated data, mechanisms for assessing differences,
and systems of accountability and regulation have not yet been systematically integrated into

policy.

This means that differences in access to resources, participation in the management of natural
areas and the prevention of environmental risks often remain overlooked.
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These disparities are particularly visible in rural areas. Women and men often have different
levels of access to land, pastures, water, financing and tools for developing sustainable
businesses. Women are also more likely to face time constraints because of unpaid family care
responsibilities, which means they participate less frequently in environmental initiatives and
local natural resource governance.

There are also troubling statistics. During extreme weather events, women and children are 14
times more likely to die than men. According to one climate scenario, by 2050, as many as
158.3 million women and girls worldwide could be living in extreme poverty.

At the same time, it is important to recognize another reality: women are not only a vulnerable
group. They are also becoming drivers of environmental change.

According to a sociological study conducted by UNDP in Kazakhstan, almost 90 percent of
women discuss environmental issues at the local and regional levels. Among men, the figure is
70.3 percent. Women over the age of 35 living in urban areas are particularly active. This
demonstrates the significant potential of women as agents of environmental practices within
families, communities and society as a whole.

At the same time, awareness of international climate agreements, including the Paris
Agreement, remains low among both women and men. This means that climate education and

public engagement require a more systematic approach.

One important international step in this direction was the adoption of the Belém Gender Action
Plan at COP30 in 2025.

Another important feature of the plan is that it takes into account the diverse life experiences of
citizens. Its focus now includes not only women from local communities, women farmers,
migrants, women with disabilities and women living in remote regions, but also the role of men
and boys as allies in advancing gender equality.

What does this mean for Kazakhstan?

The Belém Gender Action Plan provides an opportunity to integrate gender considerations more
systematically into the country’s climate and environmental policies.

Some steps have already been taken. For example, Kazakhstan has appointed a national focal
point on gender and climate change under the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change and the Paris Agreement.

However, substantial work still lies ahead. Possible areas of action include:

expanding women’s participation in climate-related processes;
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strengthening the link between gender and climate policies;
collecting gender-disaggregated data;
introducing gender-responsive climate budgeting;

developing analysis on vulnerability, differentiated impacts and access to resources, including
financial resources.

In essence, the Belém Gender Action Plan is an international framework that outlines directions
and approaches for implementing measures at the regional, national and local levels. It supports
gender-responsive  financing for climate projects, technology development and
capacity-building, while also promoting inclusive leadership and meaningful public participation.

It also strengthens the connection between gender considerations and the six elements of the
Action for Climate Empowerment programme: education, training, public awareness, public
access to information, public participation and international cooperation.

The plan also expands opportunities for monitoring and voluntary reporting, including through
Biennial Transparency Reports. In June 2026, during the international climate negotiations in
Bonn, UNDP presented the Gender-Responsive Biennial Transparency Reports Toolkit. The
toolkit will help countries report on how gender considerations are reflected in their climate
policies, strategies and reports, including the ways in which multidimensional factors are
addressed.

A gender-responsive approach helps reveal these differences and, as a result, makes climate
policy not only more equitable, but also more effective.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:
THE MANILA TIMES

When the heat becomes hard to ignore
By: Camille Hernandez

THERE are days now when the heat feels different. Many of us have experienced stepping out
of air-conditioned offices, walking to the next building and immediately feeling drained. Parents
worry when schools suspend classes because of the dangerous heat. Commuters look for
whatever shade they can find while waiting for a ride. More people are using portable fans.

In the Philippines, extreme heat is no longer an abstract climate issue. Government agencies
have warned of heat index levels reaching the danger category, with values around 42°C and
higher reported in parts of the country. The Climate Change Commission reminded the public
that such values could lead to heat cramps, heat exhaustion and even heatstroke.

For many Filipinos, this is not just weather news. It is a daily reality. Children struggle to focus in
hot classrooms, commuters wait under the sun and delivery riders and vendors continue
working because stopping is not always an option. Most of us do not have the luxury to choose
riding an air-conditioned car instead or working in a cool-shaded place.

The Philippines is not alone. Around the world, 2026 has shown how extreme heat can quickly
become a public health and economic crisis. In Europe, a severe heatwave in June was linked
to more than 10,000 excess deaths across 27 countries, with most deaths among people aged
65 and above.

India is also confronting the danger of heat. A 2026 study estimated that a single day of extreme
heat can be associated with around 3,400 excess deaths nationally, while a five-day heatwave
could be linked to nearly 30,000 additional deaths. These are much higher than official
heatstroke counts because heat often worsens existing health conditions.

China, too, has experienced intense heat, with temperatures in parts of Xinjiang reaching above
46°C in July. More than 1,300 heat records were also matched or broken across 40 states and
territories in the United States this month alone.

These should concern us because heat is a quiet hazard. We tend to prepare extensively for
natural calamities like typhoons, yet many of us still underestimate the danger of extreme heat.
Unlike a typhoon, it does not always arrive with dramatic images of floodwater or fallen trees,
but it can be just as deadly.

It weakens the body slowly and reduces productivity. It increases electricity demand and affects
food production. It also disrupts learning and exposes inequality because those with
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air-conditioned homes, private transport and flexible work arrangements can protect themselves
more easily than those who cannot.

These concerns are just the tip of the iceberg. Looking deeper, we’re facing more threats than
what actually seems. The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services
Administration has warned that El Nifio conditions may persist and intensify, possibly extending
into early 2027. According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, El Nifio
occurs when surface water in the equatorial Pacific becomes warmer than average and east
winds blow weaker than normal.

This means the country may face not only hotter days but also drier conditions, lower water
supply and risks to food production. At the same time, the Philippines remains exposed to
stronger rains, floods and typhoons. A 2026 World Bank report warned that recurrent flooding
affects productivity, jobs and business location decisions, with climate events affecting provinces
that account for a significant share of employment.

Recognizing these risks, government agencies have stepped up their response efforts. The
Department of Health has reminded hospitals to prepare for heat-related illnesses and urged the
public to stay hydrated and avoid excessive sun exposure. Some local governments and
schools suspended face-to-face classes during dangerous heat conditions while national
agencies encouraged precautionary measures for vulnerable groups. The government has also
emphasized irrigation, water management and climate-adaptive farming as part of its El Nifio
response.

Some companies have begun taking action as well — improving workplace heat safety
protocols, shifting work hours, providing hydration stations, reviewing business continuity plans
and investing in energy efficiency or renewable energy. Others are beginning to map how
climate risks affect their operations, supply chains, employees, customers and communities.

This is no longer just about corporate social responsibility. What was once viewed as an
environmental issue is increasingly showing up in operating costs, productivity, supply chains
and investment decisions. If roads are flooded, employees cannot report to work. If electricity
demand spikes, production may be disrupted. If crops fail, supply chains suffer. If workers fall ill
from heat, productivity and safety are affected.

Of course, not every solution is straightforward. Many businesses, particularly smaller ones, are
still balancing rising energy costs, labor pressures and economic uncertainty while trying to
adapt to climate-related risks. This is where sustainability reporting and — more importantly —
sustainability assurance become important.

In the Philippines, sustainability reporting is entering a new phase. The Securities and
Exchange Commission has adopted PFRS S1 and PFRS S2, which align Philippine
sustainability and climate disclosures with international standards. The new framework applies
to publicly listed companies and large non-listed entities on a phased basis beginning 2026 for
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the largest covered entities. The rules also introduce mandatory limited assurance over Scope 1
and Scope 2 greenhouse gas emissions two years after a company’s initial implementation, with
assurance expected to strengthen over time.

Ultimately, sustainability is not about what companies claim. It is about what they can
demonstrate and what others can independently verify.

These disclosures are not merely reports. They influence how money, talent and business
opportunities are allocated. For example, a company may announce climate-related
commitments, but without reliable data and independent verification, stakeholders have little
basis for assessing whether meaningful progress is actually being made.

Sustainability assurance should help build trust. It gives users more confidence that the reported
information is not merely marketing language. It pushes companies to improve their data,
systems, governance and accountability. It also forces a more serious conversation inside
boardrooms: Are our climate risks understood? Are our targets realistic? Are our metrics
properly measured? Are we protecting our workers from extreme heat?

This is not about creating another compliance burden for the sake of compliance. Done properly,
sustainability assurance encourages organizations to look beyond commitments and focus on
execution. It can help identify gaps before they become crises. It can encourage better
decisions on energy use, waste, water, employee safety, supply chain resilience and climate
adaptation. It can also help prevent greenwashing, where companies appear more sustainable
than they really are.

Why does this matter to us ordinary people? Because the decisions made by companies and
businesses affect the air we breathe, the energy we consume, the products we buy, the jobs we
depend on and, ultimately, the resilience of our communities. Reliable information helps
investors, regulators and consumers make better decisions. It also gives companies a clearer
view of where they are making progress and where more work is needed.

The reality is that no sustainability report, assurance engagement and climate policy can make
tomorrow’s heat disappear. But these can help ensure that organizations with the resources and
influence to make a difference are held accountable for doing their part.

Perhaps what makes climate change difficult to talk about is that it often feels distant, measured
in decades and discussed through statistics. Yet the heat we feel every day reminds us that its
effects are already here. Behind every climate statistic is a person trying to get through an
ordinary day, whose health, livelihood, education, or future may be affected.

Sustainability assurance will not solve climate change on its own, but it can help ensure that

decisions are based on reliable information rather than assumptions and accountability rather
than promises. In a world where the heat is becoming harder to ignore, that matters.
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