A BAGONG PILIPINAS

NEWS ROUNDUP
24 JULY 2026 | 08:00 am

Spanish coastline in "unprecedented fragility": areas most threatened by climate change
To Block Renewable Energy Projects, Texas Republicans Have Weaponized
Conservation Concerns

e DOST-10 chief urges science-based disaster preparedness amid climate risks
e Climate crisis-driven heat ‘sucking soils dry’ as extreme drought hits Europe
e To Block Renewable Energy Projects, Texas Republicans Have Weaponized
e Conservation Concerns
e Satellites can now spot methane leaks in real time — but most go unfixed
e UN chief: Targeting methane is a climate battle ‘we can win’
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Context-specific climate policies highlighted in Climate Resilience Forum

EURONEWS

Spanish coastline in "unprecedented fraqility”: areas most threatened by climate change

By: Rafael Salido

Greenpeace warns that urban development and climate change have pushed Spain's coastline
to breaking point and urges a shift from beach regeneration models to nature-based solutions.

INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS

To Block Renewable Energy Projects, Texas Republicans Have Weaponized Conservation
Concerns

By: Arcelia Martin

A new study argues for an alternative approach, proposing regulations that would foster growth
and minimize environmental impacts at the same time.
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DOST-10 chief urges science-based disaster preparedness amid climate risks
By: Irene Joy B. Dayo

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY (PIA) — The Department of Science and Technology (DOST)-10 is
urging local governments and communities in Northern Mindanao to strengthen disaster
preparedness through science-based planning, continuous risk reduction, and collaboration as
climate change intensifies weather-related hazards.

THE GUARDIAN

Climate crisis-driven heat ‘sucking soils dry’ as extreme drought hits Europe
By: Damian Carrington

Analysis shows how heatwaves are making atmosphere thirstier, damaging water supplies, food
production and power generation

UN NEWS

Satellites can now spot methane leaks in real time — but most go unfixed

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) wants to close that gap. Last month it announced a
new push — backed by Bloomberg Philanthropies — to help countries investigate and fix 80 per
cent of major leaks detected by 2030. Currently, only 10 countries manage that.

UN chief: Targeting methane is a climate battle ‘we can win’

“The climate crisis is accelerating, and we are now on course to overshoot the 1.5°C limit in the
coming years,” UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres told delegates at the super-pollutants
reception during London Climate Action Week, which runs from 20 to 28 June.

CCC IN THE NEWS
DAILY TRIBUNE

SMX Aura hosts NCRF 2026

As extreme weather events become more frequent and destructive, government officials,
scientists, local leaders and development partners gathered Thursday at the SMX Convention
Center Aura in Taguig City to map out ways to make the Philippines more resilient to climate
change.


https://pia.gov.ph/news/dost-10-chief-urges-science-based-disaster-preparedness-amid-climate-risks/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jul/23/climate-crisis-heat-sucking-soils-dry-extreme-drought-europe-analysis
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https://tribune.net.ph/2026/07/23/smx-aura-hosts-ncrf-2026
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CCC convenes leaders as NCRF 2026 gets underway to strengthen local climate action
and resilience

MANILA, Philippines — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) convenes high-level leaders
and key stakeholders to advance climate action and strengthen resilience across the Philippines
as the National Climate Resilience Forum (NCRF) 2026 gets underway today.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

Lake Sebu named first PH FAQ Village for climate resilience
By: Marita Moaje

MANILA — Lake Sebu, a farming community shaped by the traditions of the T'boli and
Ubo-Manobo Indigenous Peoples, has been recognized as the Philippines’ first United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Village for its climate resilience, sustainable food

systems and environmental stewardship.

THE MANILA TIMES

Context- ific climat licies highlighted in Climate Resili E
By: Allen Limos

THE Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Thursday stressed the need to provide a blueprint
for context-specific climate-resilient policies at the 2026 National Climate Resilience Forum.

Information and Knowledge Management Division
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Spanish coastline in "unprecedented fragility"”: areas most threatened by climate change
By: Rafael Salido

Greenpeace warns that urban development and climate change have pushed Spain's coastline
to breaking point and urges a shift from beach regeneration models to nature-based solutions.

The Spanish coastline is going through a situation of "unprecedented fragility" due to the
combined impact of intensive urban development and the increasingly severe effects of climate
change, according to Greenpeace's report (source in Spanish) "Destruccion a toda costa 2026".
The organisation identifies 194 critical points spread along the Spanish coast where the
deterioration is particularly worrying.

The study maintains that more than a hundred beaches have required artificial regeneration
during 2026, at a cost of 246 million euros, interventions it describes as "an increasingly
expensive and less durable stopgap". According to Greenpeace, 70% of this investment was
concentrated in the Valencian Community and nearly 20% in Andalusia.

The NGO states that the succession of eight named storms last winter amounted to the "final
exam" for the current coastal management model, which, in its view, "has failed". As examples,
it cites flooded homes in Valencia, collapsed seafront promenades in Gijén and San Sebastian,
cliff collapses in Tenerife and numerous beaches left "completely stripped” of sand.

Among the most threatened areas, Greenpeace highlights the Ebro Delta, which it describes as
"the most vulnerable point on the Iberian Peninsula®, as well as the Dofiana coastline, La Manga
del Mar Menor, La Restinga de I'Albufera, Camposoto beach and the Maspalomas coast.

The report also warns that the loss of beaches threatens tourism jobs and calls for coastal
ecosystems to be restored, construction in flood-prone areas to be halted, the relocation of
exposed infrastructure to be planned and coastal management to be designed using scientific
criteria and nature-based solutions.

INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS
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To Block Renewable Energy Projects, Texas Republicans Have Weaponized Conservation
Concerns
By: Arcelia Martin

A new study argues for an alternative approach, proposing regulations that would foster growth
and minimize environmental impacts at the same time.

Environmentalists in Texas want the state to adopt new laws and regulations governing where
renewable energy projects should be built, how they should run and what they can do to
minimize their environmental impact. These policy proposals would be in stark contrast to what’s
been introduced in prior legislative sessions—bills designed to artificially slow renewables’
progress.

Without clear rules, ideological opponents of renewable energy have weaponized conservation
concerns to justify sweeping legislative proposals that would effectively ban new solar, battery
storage and wind projects, according to a new report by the Environment Texas Research &
Policy Center and the Frontier Group, both progressive research organizations.

Luke Metzger, the executive director of the research and policy center, said while wind and solar
can have negative impacts on Texas land and wildlife, it's less than those of fossil fuels.

There are renewable energy developers already using best practices, Metzger said, like utilizing
acoustic surveys before construction to identify high-traffic bird corridors and implementing
reasonable setbacks and light and noise standards.

These approaches help minimize environmental harm on private property, where ranch and
farm families have stewarded the land for generations, Metzger said. The income these families
earn from leasing their land for renewable energy development often helps them keep their land
intact, rather than selling it off to be subdivided.

Metzger said state policy makers should ensure that any new rules support that approach,
rather than blocking clean energy altogether.

“Banning renewables doesn’t protect our environment,” Metzger said. “It means more pollution,
more water strain and it undermines those landowners that depend on that income to keep their
land intact.”

The nonprofit group suggests that any siting policies for renewable projects should establish
clear rules and include timely decisions and should avoid draconian or non-science based
regulations.

The last time Texas lawmakers convened in 2025, numerous bills were introduced seeking to
restrict the growth of renewable energy sources across the state.


https://insideclimatenews.org/news/23072026/texas-republicans-weaponize-conservation-to-block-clean-energy/
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One proposal, sponsored by Sen. Lois Kolkhorst, a Republican from Brenham, sought to force
renewable energy projects to apply for permits required of no other energy generators and
added new guidelines to increase setbacks from property lines for wind power projects.

During the last session, Kolkhorst told reporters that her proposed bill was about protecting the
environment and landowners. She said it was the right thing to do for Texas.

The solar, wind and battery storage industries fought off proposed legislation aimed at requiring
every watt of new solar generation to be accompanied by a watt of new gas generation.

Two bills sought to force existing wind and solar companies to buy fossil fuel-based power or
connect to a battery storage resource to cover the hours the energy plants are not operating.
Both renewables and oil company lobbyists saw the legislation as adding unnecessary costs
and opposed it.

They were sponsored by Rep. Jared Patterson, a Republican from Denton County, and Sen.
Kevin Sparks, a Republican from Midland. Patterson previously chaired the House Committee
on Protecting Texas LNG. Sparks is the president of a family oil and gas company in Midland.

Patterson said at the time that the aim of the legislation was to ensure producers, not
consumers, bear increased costs. He also worried about relying on the “whims of nature.”

After these bills did not advance through the Legislature, the Republican Party of Texas urged
lawmakers to eliminate and counterbalance all subsidies, rebates and mandates for renewable
energy sources and related infrastructure. The state GOP chapter also said that the Legislature
should establish a uniform reliability standard.

Texas leads the U.S. in its production of wind and utility-scale solar. On most days, solar,
storage and wind are providing nearly half of the state’s electricity, said Cyrus Reed, the
conservation director of the Sierra Club Lone Star Chapter. On March 14, renewables met a
record 79 percent of the state’s electricity demand, according to a Solar Energy Industries
Association report.

As renewable energy is meeting a larger share of the state’s daily electricity demand, it has
significantly reduced air and water pollution, said Quentin Good, a policy analyst at Frontier
Group and an author of the report.

As electricity consumption across the state grew between 2018 and 2023, sulfur dioxide
emissions from Texas power plants went down by 50 percent and greenhouse gas emissions
went down by 11 percent due, at least in part, to the growth of renewables, Good said.

The addition of battery storage as part of Texas’ independent grid has helped store electricity
when conditions have become tight, adding resilience and preventing system-wide outages



Texans have grown to fear during serious weather events. On March 13, batteries supplied a
record 20 percent of evening electricity demand.

“The massive amount of renewable energy and battery storage in Texas is really helping deliver
cleaner air and water,” Good said. “It's helping Texas move away from some of the harmful
impacts of fossil fuel production and use.”

The report also said that any statewide regulations on renewables should prioritize stewardship
of Texas land and wildlife, while also allowing landowners to responsibly develop energy
projects on private land.

A theme throughout legislative discussions in 2025 among conservative lawmakers was
whether the proposed bills to curb the growth of renewables infringed on private property rights.
By the end of deliberations, there was a divide among state Republicans.

Some lawmakers saw the effort to govern how Texans utilized their private land as a
transgression against small government conservatism and strong private property freedoms.
Other Republicans see the expansion of renewable energy in Texas as antithetical to the future
of the party, one which has deep ties to the oil and gas industry and is aligned with President
Donald Trump, a staunch opponent of renewable energy, especially wind.

Another recommendation the environmentalists made in the report is to set statewide baselines
or ceilings for local siting requirements, like setbacks from a property line, so that localities
cannot effectively ban renewables. This would increase certainty for developers, while providing
a baseline for environmental projections, the report outlined.

Lastly, the report argues that lawmakers should adopt a tiered process which addresses risks
specific to the technology and sensitivity of a specific site.

More environmentally sensitive areas should require stricter scrutiny, the report authors
suggested, while renewable energy projects which chose their location with conservation in
mind should have an accelerated review.

This could include projects that utilize existing developed land—like putting solar on rooftops
and carports instead of utilizing the state’s best agricultural areas, said Garrett Bader, a smart
solar specialist for the American Farmland Trust in Texas.

Lisa Gonzalez, the vice president and executive director of Audubon Texas, a chapter of the
national bird conservancy group, said it's important that developers work with agencies like
Texas Parks and Wildlife and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service before a shovel ever hits the
ground.



Responsible developers use advanced mapping to steer projects away from sensitive habitats
and towards “low conflict areas,” Gonzalez said. There are also emerging artificial intelligence
technologies being developed to curtail or slow wind blades when birds or bats are in the area.

In Texas, the effects of climate change—extreme weather, drought, rising temperatures, sea
level rise and shifting seasons—are already reshaping the ecosystems that birds and other
animals rely on, Gonzalez said.

As climate change is one of the single greatest long-term threats to Texas birds, from waterbirds
to grassland species, Gonzalez said, shifting toward clean power is a high priority.

Texas lawmakers can start submitting their proposals for new state legislation after the fall
elections. Environmentalists are preparing to argue against bills that restrict renewable energy
and further incentivize fossil fuels.
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DOST-10 chief urges science-based disaster preparedness amid climate risks
By: Irene Joy B. Dayo

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY (PIA) — The Department of Science and Technology (DOST)-10 is
urging local governments and communities in Northern Mindanao to strengthen disaster
preparedness through science-based planning, continuous risk reduction, and collaboration as
climate change intensifies weather-related hazards.

Speaking during the July 16 Kapihan sa PIA forum in observance of National Disaster
Resilience Month, DOST-10 Regional Director Mark Lemuel L. Garcia said scientific information
plays a vital role in local planning, particularly as climate change alters weather patterns and
increases the unpredictability of natural hazards.

“Ang disaster resilience, dili nato ni siya gina-build during emergency lang. Ang uban kay
reactive. But it is built every day through informed decisions based on available data, scientific
knowledge and innovation, unsa’y kinahanglanon, and collective action sa atung mga LGU,” he
said.

(We do not build disaster resilience during emergencies only. Some people are reactive. But it is
built every day through informed decisions based on available data, scientific knowledge and
innovation, what is needed, and collective action from our LGUSs.)

He noted that tropical cyclones have shown changing patterns over the years, making timely
weather information and scientific forecasting more critical in helping local governments
anticipate risks and prepare appropriate response measures.

Garcia also underscored the importance of cooperation among local government units, citing
instances where less-affected municipalities extend assistance to neighboring communities with
limited resources during disasters.

As part of its disaster risk reduction efforts, DOST-10 continues to promote bamboo planting
through its Kawayanihan initiative, citing bamboo’s effectiveness as a nature-based solution for
slope protection.

Garcia said the agency launched the nationwide initiative in 2024, encouraging simultaneous
bamboo planting nationwide to support environmental protection and climate resilience.

The regional office is also studying the possible development of a small autonomous rescue
boat that could deliver emergency provisions to stranded fisherfolk or victims of maritime
incidents during severe weather without exposing Philippine Coast Guard and Bantay Dagat
personnel to unnecessary risks.


https://pia.gov.ph/news/dost-10-chief-urges-science-based-disaster-preparedness-amid-climate-risks/

The proposed technology would serve as an initial response platform capable of reaching
affected areas while weather conditions remain unsafe for human responders.

“So we’'re still studying the science and technology behind it. It's not really novel. It's something
that we just have to put the right science together,” Garcia said. (IJBD/PIA-10)
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Climate crisis-driven heat ‘sucking soils dry’ as extreme drought hits Europe
By: Damian Carrington

Analysis shows how heatwaves are making atmosphere thirstier, damaging water supplies, food
production and power generation

Extreme heat supercharged by the climate crisis is sucking Europe dry in summer and
intensifying the drought hitting the continent, a scientific analysis has found.

Record-breaking heatwaves meant the hot atmosphere strongly evaporated water from rivers,
lakes, soils and plants — conditions made 80 times more likely by global heating in western
Europe and 40 times more likely in eastern Europe, the study showed. The level of soil dryness
in the west was made five times more likely by the pollution from fossil fuels in the west, and 11
times more likely in the east.

Droughts have usually been linked to low rainfall, but western Europe’s most recent winter was
a wet one. The scientists said the climate crisis was redefining drought in Europe, with high
temperatures the key factor this summer. Today’s drought in western Europe is classified as
“‘extreme” but would have been “moderate” in the world before the climate crisis, according to
the analysis.

The drought was assessed until the end of June, early in the summer, but is already having
major impacts. Many countries have implemented emergency restrictions on water use, with
most parts of southern England now under a hosepipe ban.

Deadly wildfires have raged through Spain and France and farmers have been hit hard, facing
some of the driest soils on record. About 9m tonnes of grain are expected to be lost across
Europe, with the worst maize harvest in 50 years expected in France, and Romanian farmers
losing over a million hectares of crops.

Rivers are running low across Europe, cutting the generation of clean hydropower and
restricting cargo ships. The Rhine at Lobith in the Netherlands is now lower than the minimum
level seen in the hot summer of 1976. The scientists warned that this disruption could push up
the price of food and energy, hitting low-income households hardest.

The researchers said the link between the human-caused climate crisis and the drying of
European summers was strong. “We now see an enhanced tendency for unusual soil drying
already in spring, before summer has even begun,” said Dr Dominik Schumacher, at ETH
Zurich. “That is our own doing: as temperatures climb, the atmosphere’s thirst increases quickly,
sucking moisture out of rivers, lakes, reservoirs and the soil. If you have increasingly hot air, it
will suck the soils dry.”
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The 2026 drought had arrived two months earlier than one that struck in 2022, he added. This
year has also seen particularly dangerous wildfire conditions in western Europe. Schumacher
said: “Conditions starting off fairly wet and then transitioning to very, very dry are the prime
ingredients for an extreme fire season, because more vegetation can grow and then burn later

”

on.

Dr Mariam Zachariah, at Imperial College London and also part of the study team, said: “What’s
most alarming is that these conditions are occurring at 1.4C of warming. If global emissions
push temperatures up to 2.8C as predicted, these intense evaporative conditions could double
in likelihood. Without rapid, aggressive emissions cuts, Europe is heading for a future where
these scorching, dry summers happen time and time again.”

The UN climate chief, Simon Stiell, said: “Worsening droughts are an unignorable red alert that
our planet is overheating. Until humanity stops burning huge amounts of coal, oil and gas, these
brutal climate-driven droughts will only get more severe and more costly for households and
whole economies alike. But the solutions are just as clear: move much faster to renewable
energy.”

The analysis by the World Weather Attribution (WWA) consortium of scientists used
peer-reviewed methods to assess the drought in western Europe, including England, France,
Spain, Portugal and ltaly, from April to June. Eastern Europe has been suffering lower rainfall for
a year so this analysis, spanning 15 nations from Belgium to Estonia, covered the last 12
months.

The researchers used weather observation and climate models to compare the drought
conditions in today’s super-heated world with those in a world without the 1.4C of global heating.
“In both study regions, human-induced climate change was found to have made the 2026
drought more severe,” they concluded.

The heatwave at the end of June was the worst on record for Europe and would have been
impossible without the climate crisis, a previous WWA study found. About 20,000 Europeans
are estimated to have died due to the high temperatures, including about 2,200 in England and
Wales. A separate study published on Thursday estimated that the lost working hours due to the
high temperatures in the UK alone cost the economy more than £1bn.

Tom Lancaster, at the UK’'s Energy and Climate Intelligence Unit, said: “The heatwaves this
summer have been a shocking reminder that climate change is a problem for now, not for the
future. And it is hitting the very foundations of our way of life, none more fundamental than
access to secure, safe supplies of water for drinking and growing food.”

Helen Wakeham, the chair of England’s National Drought Group, said: “Dry weather depletes
our water, while the hot conditions mean we use more of it. This is a difficult combination.”
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UN NEWS

Satellites can how spot methane leaks in real time — but most go unfixed

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) wants to close that gap. Last month it announced a
new push — backed by Bloomberg Philanthropies — to help countries investigate and fix 80 per
cent of major leaks detected by 2030. Currently, only 10 countries manage that.

Methane is responsible for around one-third of today's global warming. Unlike carbon dioxide, it
remains in the atmosphere for a much shorter time, meaning that reducing emissions now can
deliver climate benefits within years rather than decades.

“Carbon dioxide remains the principal driver of long-term warming. But it is also time to prioritize
the cutting of methane,” said UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres. “Aggressive cuts could
produce visible temperature relief within a generation.”

More than 60 per cent of methane emissions come from human activities, primarily agriculture,
fossil fuels and waste, with the fossil fuel sector offering the fastest and most cost-effective
opportunities for reducing emissions.

Use of alerts
UNEP's Methane Alert and Response System (MARS) uses satellite data to identify major
methane leaks in near real time and alerts governments and operators so they can investigate
and fix them.

Since launching in 2023, the system has issued more than 5,000 alerts across 33 countries,
helping trigger more than 40 verified repairs.

In Algeria, one alert led to the repair of a leak that had persisted for decades, delivering climate
benefits comparable to removing half a million cars from the road each year.

Yet despite the technology's success, only 13 per cent of alerts currently receive a response
from the countries or operators notified.

“We can now see methane pollution as it happens, in near real time, from space” said UNEP
Executive Director Inger Andersen. “With this capability, inaction is not an oversight — it is a
choice.”

Faster, bolder action

The expanded programme will strengthen technical support for governments, improve access to
methane emissions data and help countries build the capacity to investigate and respond more
quickly.
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“Cutting methane emissions is one of the most important steps we can take to tackle climate
change — and one of the most simple and cost-effective, too” said Michael Bloomberg, founder
of Bloomberg Philanthropies who serves also as UN Special Envoy on Climate Ambition and
Solutions.

“We have the data we need to stop methane leaks, and now we are helping countries turn that
data into faster, bolder action” he added.

Stronger commitment from government and operators is essential to close the response gap,

and the efforts announced today are intended to ensure countries can seize this opportunity to
slow the pace of climate change.
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UN chief: Targeting methane is a climate battle ‘we can win’

“The climate crisis is accelerating, and we are now on course to overshoot the 1.5°C limit in the
coming years,” UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres told delegates at the super-pollutants
reception during London Climate Action Week, which runs from 20 to 28 June.

“‘Reducing methane is a fight we can win and benefit from in our own time,” he said. “Our task is
to keep that overshoot as small, short and safe as possible and to bring temperatures back
down. That can’t happen without drastically reducing emissions, starting now, and accelerating
the shift away from fossil fuels, starting now.”

To do so demands that the world move fast on super-pollutants, which are potent greenhouse
gases behind nearly half the global warming to date.

Existing tech can eliminate ‘super super-pollutant’ methane

Invisible, odourless and driving nearly a third of current global warming, methane is the key
ingredient in natural gas and “is the super super-pollutant”, the UN chief said, adding that, unlike
carbon dioxide, it breaks down in a decade or two.

“Cutting methane is the single fastest brake we can pull on a warming planet,” he said, pointing
to the newly launched global Call to Action on Methane,

The International Energy Agency finds that around 70 per cent of methane from oil and gas can
be eliminated with existing technologies at low or no net cost, and thanks to satellites, “we can
track methane pollution where it happens as it happens,” he said.

‘Age of voluntary action is over’
The UN chief set out three steps governments and industry can take towards tackling methane’s
negative effects:

Detect and fix every leak and eliminate routine flaring and cold venting

Make emissions measurable, reportable and verifiable

Adopt a science-based global methane standard and build a market for near-zero-methane
energy

“Countries like Norway have already shown the way,” he said. “If every producer matched its
standards, methane from oil and gas would fall by 90 per cent.”

The world acted to heal the ozone layer and phase out leaded petrol and now, it must act on
methane pollution, the UN chief said, emphasising that “the age of voluntary action is over.”

Indeed, more than 70 per cent of the reduction potential lies within the G20 and much of it within
the fossil fuel sector, and “that is where we must zero in to zero out methane.”

‘Test of climate solidarity’

15


https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/06/1167802

Developing countries need finance, technology and capacity to accelerate action across
agriculture, waste and fossil fuels, the Secretary-General said.

“This is also a test of climate solidarity,” he declared, pledging that the UN will stand with every
nation ready to act.

“Let’s be the generation that pulls the climate emergency brake in time.”

Financing climate action
Elaborating on that theme at a related financing for development forum in London, the UN chief
outlined ways to help countries along a greener path.

The forum focused on unlocking the finance required to help countries transform and adapt to
the climate crisis at a time when “climate adaptation is no longer about preparing for a distant
future,” Mr. Guterres said.

“It's about managing risks in real time as the searing heat now gripping London and far beyond
makes unmistakably clear our climate is changing faster than our systems, our infrastructure
and our institutions can handle,” he said.

Ensuring ‘climate justice’

With the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) confirming that the past 11 years have been
the hottest on record and scientists expecting global temperatures to exceed 1.5°C in the
coming years, he said “we’re entering a new era of climate risk.”

As such, adaptation is a matter of “climate justice” while also being an economic necessity and
development and security imperative, he said.

“Multilateral development banks, climate funds, donors, insurers and development partners
must join forces to put pre-arranged finance within reach of developing countries,” he said.

“Together, let’s ensure that resilience becomes the foundation for a safer, more secure and more
sustainable future and that resources are made available for that to be possible.”
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CCC IN THE NEWS:

DAILY TRIBUNE

SMX Aura hosts NCRF 2026

As extreme weather events become more frequent and destructive, government officials,
scientists, local leaders and development partners gathered Thursday at the SMX Convention
Center Aura in Taguig City to map out ways to make the Philippines more resilient to climate
change.

The National Climate Resilience Forum (NCRF) 2026, organized by the Climate Change
Commission (CCC), brings together representatives from national government agencies, local
government units, the academe, civil society organizations, development partners and the
private sector to exchange best practices and identify practical solutions to strengthen the
country’s climate preparedness.

The Philippines remains among the world’s most climate-vulnerable nations, facing growing
threats from stronger typhoons, sea-level rise, food insecurity, water shortages and
climate-induced displacement.

Carrying the theme “Bagong Bansang Matatag, Handa sa Pagbabago ng Klima,” the forum
serves as a national platform for policy dialogue, knowledge sharing and partnership-building,
with discussions focused on translating climate plans into action at the local level.

Among the key topics are climate finance, resilience measurement systems, science-based
planning tools and sector-specific adaptation strategies aimed at helping communities better

prepare for climate-related risks.

CCC vice chairperson and executive director Robert E.A. Borje stressed that addressing climate
change requires a united effort.
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CCC convenes leaders as NCRF 2026 gets underway to strengthen local climate action
and resilience

MANILA, Philippines — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) convenes high-level leaders
and key stakeholders to advance climate action and strengthen resilience across the Philippines
as the National Climate Resilience Forum (NCRF) 2026 gets underway today.

The forum brings together national government agencies (NGAs), local government units
(LGUs), development partners, academe, civil society organizations, and the private sector to
exchange best practices and identify concrete and scalable solutions that support a
climate-resilient Philippines.

As one of the most climate-vulnerable countries in the world, the Philippines continues to face
serious risks from extreme weather events, sea-level rise, food insecurity, water stress, and
climate-induced displacement. These challenges highlight the urgent need for stronger
preparedness, coordinated action, and effective resilience strategies at all levels.

Anchored on the theme “Bagong Bansang Matatag, Handa sa Pagbabago ng Klima,” the NCRF
2026 serves as a high-level national platform for dialogue, knowledge exchange,
partnership-building, and action-oriented discussions. It focuses on strengthening alignment
between national climate frameworks, including the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023—2050
and the Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan (NDCIP), and their
implementation at the local level.

Underscoring the need for a whole-of-nation approach, CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive
Director Robert E.A. Borje said, “At a time when climate risks continue to intensify, this forum
underscores the importance of collective action—aligning efforts, mobilizing resources, and
driving solutions that protect communities and secure our future.”

The forum highlights practical solutions, climate finance opportunities, resilience measurement
systems, science- and data-driven planning tools, and sectoral adaptation strategies. Booth
exhibits showcasing climate action initiatives from NGAs, non-government organizations, civil
society organizations, the private sector, development partners, and other stakeholders
complement the forum.

The NCRF 2026 is taking place today, July 23, 2026 (Thursday), at the SMX Convention Center

Aura in Taguig City, with sessions beginning at 8:00 a.m. The event is also livestreamed for the
public on the CCC'’s official Facebook page.
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Lake Sebu named first PH FAO Village for climate resilience
By: Marita Moaje

MANILA — Lake Sebu, a farming community shaped by the traditions of the T’boli and
Ubo-Manobo Indigenous Peoples, has been recognized as the Philippines’ first United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Village for its climate resilience, sustainable food
systems and environmental stewardship.

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Tuesday said the recognition places Lake Sebu
among more than 300 villages worldwide in the FAO Villages global network and highlights how
local communities can provide practical models for adapting to climate change.

“Today’s recognition says that Lake Sebu possesses something whose value extends beyond its
boundaries,” CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said during the
unveiling of the FAO Village marker at the Gono Menos Bnek, or the Lake Sebu Rice Museum
on July 16.

The event gathered local officials, development partners and members of Indigenous
communities to celebrate the milestone.

“Something worth strengthening. Something worth protecting. Something from which the rest of
the world can continue to learn. In that sense, this recognition is not only about Lake Sebu. It is
also about our shared responsibility,” Borje said.

Borje said the recognition reflects the goals of the Philippine National Adaptation Plan (NAP)
2023-2050, the country’s long-term climate resilience strategy developed under President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.

The plan integrates the protection of Indigenous culture and heritage as part of climate
adaptation efforts.

The FAO cited Lake Sebu for its efforts in conserving natural heritage and biodiversity,
sustaining food traditions, linking food culture and rural heritage with education, hospitality and
tourism and promoting rural development through innovative scientific and digital solutions.

The designation recognizes practices that have long been part of life in the municipality. For
generations, the T’boli and Ubo-Manobo communities have cultivated heirloom rice varieties,
protected forests and freshwater ecosystems and preserved Indigenous knowledge that
supports food production and biodiversity.

“‘Not that Lake Sebu is perfect. Not that every challenge has already been overcome. Rather,
that this community continues to demonstrate something the world needs to see more of — that
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development, culture, food systems and environmental stewardship need not compete with one
another. They can strengthen one another,” Borje said.

FAO Representative in the Philippines Lionel Dabbadie said Lake Sebu’s strength lies in the
relationship between its people, farmers and fisherfolk, and the environment they have nurtured
for generations.

“What makes Lake Sebu truly exceptional is something much deeper — it is the relationship
among its people, its farmers and fisherfolk, and the land and lakes they have nurtured together
for generations,” Dabbadie said.

He said the community understood the importance of working with nature even before concepts
such as biodiversity conservation and climate resilience became widely recognized.

“Nature is not simply a resource to be exploited, but a partner to be respected,” Dabbadie
added.

The recognition reflects years of collaboration among Indigenous communities, local
government units, provincial governments, national agencies, academic institutions and
development partners.

Mario Samaja, former senior coordinator at FAO headquarters in Rome who led the FAO
Villages Recognition Initiative, emphasized the role of local communities in sustaining the
initiative.

“‘Lake Sebu fits perfectly into this FAO Villages Recognition Initiative. Here, you, the local
Indigenous communities, manage lakes, wetlands, forests and farms applying your
long-standing traditions and knowledge,” Samaja said.

He said the municipality’s lakes, forest ecosystems, waterfalls and agroecological landscapes
support livelihoods while preserving cultural identity and food security.

Nonito Malingay, a farmer-cooperator from Sitio EI Lumet, Barangay Luhib, said one of Lake
Sebu’s major achievements is the conservation of traditional rice varieties.

“A total of 102 traditional rice varieties are now safely conserved in the PhilRice Genebank
under a black box agreement. This is a priceless legacy that protects our genetic resources for

future generations,” Malingay said.

“Our traditional crops are not just food. They are our life, our ancestors’ legacy and our
children’s inheritance. They are our living treasures,” he added. (PNA)
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Context-specific climate policies highlighted in Climate Resilience Forum
By: Allen Limos

THE Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Thursday stressed the need to provide a blueprint
for context-specific climate-resilient policies at the 2026 National Climate Resilience Forum.

The forum, held on Thursday in Taguig City, convened local leaders to advance the National
Adaptation Plan which outlines how a country will adapt to the long-term climate impacts.

“National frameworks provide a coherent road map for enhancing climate resilience as we
pursue low-carbon development. However, we know that policies on paper cannot protect a
community from a storm, and it is only through decisive action on the ground,” said CCC
Commissioner Rachel Anne Herrera.

To achieve this requires risk-sensitive and localized planning to address specific vulnerabilities,
Herrera said.

Robert Borje, CCC vice chairman and executive director, said adaptation “can’t remain an
aspiration of any group; it must become visible in safer schools and cities, stronger
infrastructure, protected coastlines, climate-smart agriculture and forward local governance.”
Cavite 8th District Rep. Aniela Bianca Tolentino, who chairs the House Committee on Climate
Change, said legislation continues to play a crucial role in fostering climate resilience.

“Over the past months, our committee has been actively deliberating measures that seek to
strengthen the country’s climate governance and accelerate the transition toward a resilient and
low-carbon economy,” said Tolentino.

She outlined several proposed laws, including the Low-Carbon Economy Investment Act to
support clean technologies, and the Climate Accountability Act to modernize governance
frameworks.

She also emphasized the importance of ensuring that climate financing reaches local
government units (LGUSs), the frontline responders to climate risks.

“Passing a law is the easy part, but the harder, ongoing work is checking whether it's actually
working, so finding the gaps, making sure that what we want is being used the right way, then
the way it is going to be,” Tolentino said.

LGUs, represented by Hermilando Mandanas, vice governor of Batangas, vowed to apply the
initiative at the community level.

21


https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/07/24/news/national/context-specific-climate-policies-highlighted-in-climate-resilience-forum/2390502

“I'm sure that we have to really push for this shared responsibility
meeting the challenges of climate change,” Mandanas said.

=END=

together with all of us, in
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