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ABS CBN 
 
Habagat bringing heavy rains in 3 Luzon provinces 
By: Jojo Pasion Malig 
 
MANILA - The southwest monsoon, or habagat, is bringing heavy rains in the Luzon provinces 
of Pangasinan, Zambales, and Bataan, the state weather bureau said  Saturday night. 
 
Kiyapo’s more than two weeks’ worth of rain not enough for parched Northern Luzon 
By: Ariel Rojas 
 
MANILA — Typhoon Kiyapo, which crossed Extreme Northern Luzon on Friday, dumped more 
than two weeks’ worth of July rainfall in three locations, PAGASA data showed. 
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DAILY TRIBUNE  
 
DSWD steps up flood response 
By: Kate Villar 
 
The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) has intensified its disaster 
response operations in areas affected by flash floods brought by the enhanced southwest 
monsoon and tropical cyclone "Kiyapo," deploying personnel, relief supplies and temporary 
shelters to assist displaced families. 
 
JOURNAL ONLINE 
 
SEARCA youth talk show turns students into “climate detectives,” highlights green 
solutions for agriculture 
 
LOS BAÑOS, LAGUNA, Philippines – The Southeast Asian Regional Center for Graduate Study 
and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA) is inspiring a new generation of “climate detectives” 
through its Youth in Agri Talk Show, which aims to build climate awareness and interest in 
agriculture among young learners across Southeast Asia. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Typhoon Noul, enhanced habagat to bring rain in most of PH – Pagasa 
By: Holly Bacay 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The trough of typhoon Noul, formerly Kiyapo, and the southwest 
monsoon, or habagat, persist to affect major parts of the country until Sunday, July 26, the state 
weather bureau said. 
 
 PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
PCSO swiftly rolls out relief operations for flood-hit Davao City 
 
DAVAO CITY, Philippines– In response to President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s directive, the 
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) immediately mobilized its relief operations on 
Saturday, July 25, in response to the flash floods that hit several areas in Davao City, 
underscoring the agency’s commitment to provide immediate assistance to calamity-stricken 
communities. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
Legazpi ramps up climate adaptation efforts as El Niño looms 
By: Connie Calipay 
 
LEGAZPI CITY – The local government of this Albay province capital intensified its climate 
adaptation efforts by gathering more than 100 farmers, fisherfolk, and community stakeholders 
for an El Niño Information Caravan on Friday, aimed at equipping vulnerable sectors with 
strategies to lessen the impact of the prolonged dry spell on livelihoods, health and water 
resources. 
 
THE GUARDIAN 
 
Ed Miliband indicates development and climate will be at heart of UK foreign policy 
By: Fiona Harvey 
 
Exclusive: Foreign secretary to take up World Bank seat and play active role in shaping 
changes to global lender 
 
TIME MAGAZINE 
 
Wildfire Disruptions to the Tour de France Show How Climate Change Is Shaping Sports 
By: Simmone Shah 
 
What should have been a standout moment in the world of sports was almost overshadowed on 
Sunday as 27-year-old Slovenian cyclist Tadej Pogačar took home his fifth Tour de France amid 
a last-minute course change in response to wildfires raging in the country’s southwest region. 
The disruption is one of a growing number of examples of extreme weather forcing changes to 
global sporting events. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
CCC bats for climate action on the ground 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Saturday urged local government units (LGUs) to 
move beyond climate planning and focus on implementing concrete measures to strengthen 
community resilience as the country faces increasingly severe climate threats. 
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Gov’t assures resources for climate resilience 
By: Windsor John Genova· 
 
‘Resiliency is to be defined by the quality of the decisions we make even before disasters occur.’ 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Brian Poe bats for proactive climate action at National Climate Resilience Forum 
By: Ellson Quismorio 
 
For FPJ Panday Bayanihan Party-List Rep. Brian Poe, proactive climate action and stronger 
collaboration among government, civil society, and the youth are key to Philippine climate 
resilience. 
 
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
CCC accelerates ground-level climate action to strengthen resilience at NCRF 2026 
 
MANILA, Philippines – At the National Climate Resilience Forum (NCRF) 2026, the Climate 
Change Commission (CCC) convened national leaders and key stakeholders to localize climate 
action and strengthen resilience. 
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Context-specific climate policies highlighted in Climate Resilience Forum 
By: Allen Limos 
 
THE Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Thursday stressed the need to provide a blueprint 
for context-specific climate-resilient policies at the 2026 National Climate Resilience Forum. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ABS CBN 
 
Habagat bringing heavy rains in 3 Luzon provinces 
By: Jojo Pasion Malig 
 
MANILA - The southwest monsoon, or habagat, is bringing heavy rains in the Luzon provinces 
of Pangasinan, Zambales, and Bataan, the state weather bureau said  Saturday night. 
 
It its latest weather advisory, PAGASA said Pangasinan and Zambales may experience up to 
100 mm rainfall from Saturday night to Monday night, while the same rainfall amount may be 
experienced in Bataan from Saturday to Sunday. 
 
It added that the forecast rainfall may be higher in mountainous and elevated areas.  
 
Localized flooding is possible mainly in areas that are urbanized, low lying, or near rivers," 
PAGASA warned, adding that landslides are possible in vulnerable areas. 
 
As of 11 p.m. Saturday, the yellow rainfall warning level has been raised over Bataan, Zambales 
(Subic, Olongapo, San Marcelino, Castillejos, San Antonio, San Narciso, San Felipe, 
Cabangan, Botolan), Pampanga (Lubao, Floridablanca, Porac), and Tarlac (Bamban). Flooding 
is possible in flood-prone areas, PAGASA said. 
 
Earlier Saturday, wind signals were lifted across the country as Typhoon Noul, formerly Kiyapo, 
moved toward southern China and left the Philippine area of responsibility. 
 
The typhoon is forecast to move generally northwestward until Sunday, July 26, towards 
southern mainland China before turning north northwestward. 
 
 
SONA weather outlook 
PAGASA also issued a forecast for July 27, 2026, for the 2026 State of the Nation Address 
(SONA) of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. 
 
The weather bureau said the habagat will bring mostly cloudy skies with isolated rainshowers or 
thunderstorms on Monday over Metro Manila, Zambales, Bataan, Pangasinan, Pampanga, 
Bulacan, Cavite, Batangas, Occidental Mindoro, and Palawan. 
 
Meanwhile, the rest of the country will experience partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated 
rainshowers or thunderstorms, mainly due to localized thunderstorms. 
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Kiyapo’s more than two weeks’ worth of rain not enough for parched Northern Luzon 
By: Ariel Rojas 
 
MANILA — Typhoon Kiyapo, which crossed Extreme Northern Luzon on Friday, dumped more 
than two weeks’ worth of July rainfall in three locations, PAGASA data showed. 
 
Laoag City, Ilocos Norte recorded 299.9 millimeters of rain from 8 a.m. Friday to 8 a.m. 
Saturday. This is about 19 days of rain in the area during the month of July. 
 
Nearby Sinait, Ilocos Sur measured 274 mm, equivalent to 16 days of rainfall in the town for the 
month. 
 
Despite that, corn and rice farmers in the region still face a shortage that has already affected 
crops and threatens future harvests. 
 
ORANGE, RED RAINFALL WARNINGS IN ILOCOS 
 
Ilocos Norte was placed under orange and red heavy rainfall warnings from 2 p.m. Friday 
through 5 a.m. Saturday. Heavy rains triggered flooding in Laoag and the towns of Paoay, 
Piddig, and Solsona. 
 
“Awa ng Diyos, madali namang nagsubside [yung baha] nung tumigil ang ulan ng mga around 
2, 3 o’clock this morning. Humupa na yung malalakas na ulan. Madali ring nagsubside yung 
tubig,” Marcell Tabije, department head of the Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management Office of Ilocos Norte, said on "Ligtas Dapat" on DZMM Saturday. 
 
(Thank God the floodwaters subsided quickly once the heavy rains stopped at around 2 or 3 
a.m.) 
 
Tabije said most of the close to 600 families who evacuated had already returned home. 
 
He said Kiyapo’s rains brought much-needed relief to farmers after months of below-normal 
rainfall. 
 
“Ngayon, palay ang main crop dito sa lalawigan. Kailangan talaga ng tubig lalo na ang mahal na 
ngayon ng presyo ng diesel, yun ang ginagamit ng ating mga kababayan na nagsasaka para 
mapatubigan yung mga pananim nila,” he said. 
 
(Rice is the main crop in the province this season. Farmers badly need rainwater, especially with 
diesel prices remaining high. They rely on diesel-powered pumps to irrigate their fields.) 
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KIYAPO RAINS STILL NOT ENOUGH 
 
In neighboring Cagayan, Aparri town recorded 125.4 mm of precipitation, or 20 days of July rain 
in the municipality. 
 
Flooding was reported in the nearby towns of Alcala, Baggao, Calamaniugan, and Santa 
Teresita. 
 
“Nag-subside na. Mabilis lang naman yung pagbaha. Na-impound lang, wala lang outlet,” 
Cagayan Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office Head Ruelie Rapsing also 
told DZMM. 
(The floodwaters have already subsided. The flooding did not last long because rainwater just 
accumulated in areas with no outlet.) 
 
Despite the nearly three-week rain dumped in northern Cagayan in just 24 hours, Rapsing said 
the precipitation was not enough. 
 
“Yung buong ibinuhos na yun kulang pa rin para sa amin… Medyo nabitin kami sa ulan. Hindi 
sapat dahil talagang tuyot na tuyot pa man dumating itong si Kiyapo. [Nasa] 165,000 hectares 
yung reported of the provincial agriculturist natin na apektado nung tagtuyot po natin,” he 
lamented. 
 
(All the rain that fell was not enough for us. We were still left wanting for more. It was not 
sufficient because the land had already become extremely dry even before Kiyapo arrived. The 
Provincial Agriculture Office reported that around 165,000 hectares of farmland had been 
affected by the drought.) 
 
The province of Cagayan had below-normal rains in April and May, resulting in a dry spell, and 
from June, had more than 60-percent rainfall reduction, considered a meteorological drought. 
 
Corn farmers, who rely on rainfall instead of irrigation, were the hardest hit. 
 
“Nangulubot na yung mga corn po natin dahil sa init. Now na umulan siya, hopefully 
makapagtanim ulit yung ating mga farmers,” Rapsing explained. 
 
(The corn crops had already wilted due to the heat. Now that it has rained, we hope our farmers 
can plant again.) 
 
Cagayan declared a state of calamity in April due to drought and rising fuel prices brought about 
by the conflict in the Middle East. 
 
The province's disaster council is seeking an extension of that declaration to keep providing 
assistance to farmers until the end of the year. 
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NO RELIEF FOR THE DAMS 
 
Kiyapo’s outer rainbands also failed to replenish the water levels in Northern Luzon’s major 
reservoirs. 
 
Magat Dam, which straddles Ifugao and Isabela, fell from 161.39 meters on Friday to 160.70 
meters on Saturday morning, just 0.70 meters above its critical low level of 160 meters. 
 
Ambuklao Dam also declined by 0.13 meters. 
 
The 140 mm of monsoon rains forecast over the Angat watershed failed to materialize, keeping 
Angat Dam — the main source of Metro Manila's water — at another record low of 150.60 
meters.  
 
PAGASA had hoped the rainfall would raise the reservoir by five to seven meters. 
 
State hydrologists have warned that amid the ongoing El Niño, Metro Manila, which gets about 
90 percent of its water supply from Angat Dam, could face a water crisis next year if the 
reservoir fails to recover to its normal high level of 210 meters by the end of the year. 
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DAILY TRIBUNE  
 
DSWD steps up flood response 
By: Kate Villar 
 
The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) has intensified its disaster 
response operations in areas affected by flash floods brought by the enhanced southwest 
monsoon and tropical cyclone "Kiyapo," deploying personnel, relief supplies and temporary 
shelters to assist displaced families. 
 
DSWD Assistant Secretary Irene Dumlao said the agency has mobilized its regional disaster 
response teams to support local government units in evacuation and relief efforts, particularly in 
Sarangani Province and General Santos City, where flooding forced residents from their homes. 
 
“We are actively monitoring the situation inside and outside evacuation centers to ensure that 
the essential needs of affected families are met without delay,” Dumlao said. 
 
Personnel from the DSWD Field Office in SOCCSKSARGEN have also been deployed to 
assess the conditions and immediate needs of internally displaced persons. Meanwhile, the 
agency’s Caraga Field Office dispatched two trucks carrying 175 family tents to the Davao 
Region to augment relief operations. 
 
The DSWD said it has more than 4.7 million family food packs prepositioned nationwide for 
immediate distribution to affected communities. 
 
“Our field offices are working around the clock to facilitate the rapid deployment of family tents 
and food packs to the hardest-hit provinces,” Dumlao added. 
 
The department said it continues to coordinate closely with local government units to sustain 
relief operations until affected families can safely return to their homes, in line with President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s directive to ensure timely assistance for disaster-stricken 
communities. 
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JOURNAL ONLINE 
 
SEARCA youth talk show turns students into “climate detectives,” highlights green 
solutions for agriculture 
 
LOS BAÑOS, LAGUNA, Philippines – The Southeast Asian Regional Center for Graduate Study 
and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA) is inspiring a new generation of “climate detectives” 
through its Youth in Agri Talk Show, which aims to build climate awareness and interest in 
agriculture among young learners across Southeast Asia. 
 
The show’s fourth episode, “Climate Detectives: The Case of the Changing Climate,” aired on 
15 May 2026 at 7:00 p.m. (GMT+8) on SEARCA’s Facebook page and has so far garnered 
55,000 organic views. The largest audiences tuned in from Indonesia, the Philippines, and 
Timor-Leste. 
 
Featuring agritech leader as “Chief Detective” 
Headlining the episode was Mr. Ochie San Juan, Chief Farmer and Co-Founder of Mayani, an 
agri-tech startup that connects farmers to markets. Stepping in as the show’s “Chief Detective,” 
San Juan helped young viewers investigate the causes and impacts of climate change, as well 
as practical solutions for climate-smart agriculture. 
 
Throughout the episode, students from across Southeast Asia posed questions on climate 
science, water availability, pests, and food security. Among them were: 
 

●​ A student from the Red Cross Youth San Pablo City Chapter (Philippines), who asked 
why climate change matters even when local temperatures do not feel hotter. 

●​ A student from Tarlac National High School (Philippines), who sought clarification on the 
difference between climate change adaptation and mitigation. 

●​ Another student from the Red Cross Youth San Pablo City Chapter, who raised concerns 
about where farmers can source water during prolonged dry seasons. 

●​ A student from Achievers International School in Cambodia, who inquired how pests and 
unpredictable weather patterns damage crops and affect food security. 

●​ A student from SMP Universitas Muhammadiyah Purwokerto in Indonesia, who asked 
about practical actions young people can take at home and in school to protect the 
planet. 

San Juan unraveled these “mysteries” using simple, everyday analogies, comparing weather to 
a daily “mood” and climate to a longer-term “personality.” He explained how human activities 
thicken the Earth’s “blanket” of greenhouse gases, driving global warming and climate change. 
 
Showcasing climate-smart solutions 
 
To highlight climate-smart practices, the show featured a game segment called “Identify the 
Clue,” which presented practical tools and technologies that farmers can use to cope with a 
changing climate. These included: 
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●​ Drip irrigation systems that deliver water directly to plant roots and minimize wastage; 
●​ Composting practices that nourish soils and help retain moisture; and 
●​ Climate-resilient seeds bred to withstand extreme heat, dry spells, and floods. 

 
San Juan urged young viewers to reduce food waste, start small gardens at home or in school, 
practice composting, and speak up about environmental issues in their communities. He 
underscored that it is vital for children and youth to understand how to care for the environment, 
respond to climate change, and appreciate the farmers and fisherfolk who ensure food reaches 
their tables. 
 
Educators welcome meaningful engagement 
Teachers whose students joined the program welcomed the show’s interactive format and 
meaningful engagement. 
 
“It was such an honor and valuable experience to be part of this meaningful program. We truly 
appreciate the opportunity and look forward to future collaborations with SEARCA in 
empowering young people through inspiring initiatives,” said Mr. Almas Faliq Ahdanai, an 
educator from SMP Universitas Muhammadiyah Purwokerto in Indonesia. 
 
Innovative platform endorsed by SEAMEO and DepEd 
The SEARCA Youth in Agri Talk Show adopts an innovative, non-conventional approach to 
learning designed specifically to spark interest in agriculture among basic education students in 
Southeast Asia. Its educational value and regional relevance are supported by official 
endorsements from the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization (SEAMEO) and 
the Philippine Department of Education (DepEd). 
 
Previous episodes of the talk show have presented agriculture as a viable career path, explored 
the ecological role of beneficial insects, and highlighted the positive effects of school and home 
gardens on student development. 
 
The fourth episode was hosted by SEARCA youth ambassadors Ms. Zara Mae Estareja, Senior 
Associate for Public Relations, and Mr. Joseph Matthew Hedreyda, Senior Associate for 
Partnerships and Advocacy, both from SEARCA’s Partnerships Unit. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Typhoon Noul, enhanced habagat to bring rain in most of PH – Pagasa 
By: Holly Bacay 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The trough of typhoon Noul, formerly Kiyapo, and the southwest 
monsoon, or habagat, persist to affect major parts of the country until Sunday, July 26, the state 
weather bureau said. 
 
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) 
weather specialist Daniel Villamil said during the 5 p.m weather advisory on Saturday that the 
extension of typhoon Noul may bring rains over Cagayan, Batanes, Apayao, and Ilocos Norte. 
 
“Its trough or extension is currently affecting the extreme northern Luzon area; therefore, from 
this afternoon through tomorrow, we will continue to experience rainfall in parts of Northern 
Luzon—specifically in Cagayan, Batanes, Apayao, and Ilocos Norte,” Villamil said in Filipino. 
 
As of 5 p.m, the typhoon was located 560 kilometers (km) west of Itbayat, Batanes, moving west 
northwestward at 30 km per hour. It packs maximum sustained winds of 130 km per hour near 
the center and gustiness of up to 160 km per hour, according to Pagasa. 
 
Metro Manila and major parts of Luzon may experience scattered rains and thunderstorms due 
to the enhanced southwest monsoon. 
 
“In Metro Manila and most of Luzon, cloudy skies and scattered rain showers and 
thunderstorms will continue due to the southwest monsoon,” he added. 
 
He added that the southwest monsoon will largely affect Pangasinan, Zambales, Bataan, 
Occidental Mindoro, bringing 50 up to 100 millimeters of rain within the next 24 hours. 
 
Meanwhile, fair weather conditions are expected to prevail over Northern Mindanao, while 
cloudy skies and rains are forecast to subside over Eastern Visayas. 
 
“Generally improving weather conditions na rin ang mararamdaman sa area Northern 
Mindanao. Mababawasan na rin yung mga sustain na kalupaan at pag ulan sa may Eastern 
Visayas,” he reported. 
 
Parts of Luzon may only experience partly cloudy to cloudy with no sustained rains expected 
starting Tuesday, July 28, until Wednesday, Villamil said.  
 
“Starting Tuesday and Wednesday, we expect partly cloudy to cloudy skies across a large part 
of Luzon; we no longer anticipate sustained cloudiness or rainfall,” he stated. /jpv 
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 PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
PCSO swiftly rolls out relief operations for flood-hit Davao City 
 
DAVAO CITY, Philippines– In response to President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s directive, the 
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) immediately mobilized its relief operations on 
Saturday, July 25, in response to the flash floods that hit several areas in Davao City, 
underscoring the agency’s commitment to provide immediate assistance to calamity-stricken 
communities. 
 
Less than a day after the flooding, the PCSO activated its quick response mechanism by 
directing its regional branches to coordinate relief efforts on the ground, while tapping its 
network of Authorized Agent Corporations (AACs) to augment the agency’s relief operations. 
Among the first to respond were Hexaprime Inc., Magic Three Gaming Corp., Northman Gaming 
Corp., and Antiguas Gaming Corporation, with other AACs expected to extend support as relief 
efforts continue. 
 
The flash floods hit Davao City on Friday, July 24, after heavy rains triggered by the southwest 
monsoon caused rivers and waterways to overflow, affecting thousands of residents and 
prompting emergency response operations. 
 
PCSO General Manager Melquiades A. Robles said the agency wasted no time in deploying 
assistance, stressing that speed is critical in disaster response. 
 
“Time is of the essence during calamities. Every hour counts in bringing much-needed 
assistance to affected families. Through the immediate mobilization of our regional offices and 
the invaluable support of our Authorized Agent Corporations, we are able to respond swiftly and 
extend help where it is needed most,” Robles said. 
 
The immediate relief operations are in line with President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s directive for 
government agencies to ensure prompt and efficient delivery of services during emergencies, 
recognizing that rapid response plays a crucial role in reaching more Filipinos affected by 
disasters. 
 
Robles said the agency’s extensive network of regional branches and private-sector partners 
enables the PCSO to immediately respond to emergencies in various parts of the country, 
allowing relief goods to be mobilized and distributed without delay. 
 
“The PCSO remains steadfast in its commitment to serve the Filipino people, especially during 
times of crisis. We will continue working with our regional offices, local government units, and 
partner organizations to ensure that assistance reaches our affected kababayans as quickly as 
possible,” he added. 
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The agency said it continues to monitor the situation in Davao City and stands ready to provide 
additional assistance as needed, in coordination with local authorities and other government 
agencies. 
 
The swift deployment of relief operations reflects the PCSO’s continuing commitment to 
responsive public service and its role as a reliable partner of the national government in 
delivering immediate humanitarian assistance to communities affected by natural disasters. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
Legazpi ramps up climate adaptation efforts as El Niño looms 
By: Connie Calipay 
 
LEGAZPI CITY – The local government of this Albay province capital intensified its climate 
adaptation efforts by gathering more than 100 farmers, fisherfolk, and community stakeholders 
for an El Niño Information Caravan on Friday, aimed at equipping vulnerable sectors with 
strategies to lessen the impact of the prolonged dry spell on livelihoods, health and water 
resources. 
 
In an interview, Mayor Hisham Ismail said the city has been preparing months ahead of the 
expected El Niño, particularly by ensuring water supply systems remain operational. 
 
"We have long prepared for the expected El Niño. We deployed engineers to inspect all 
solar-powered water systems established by the city government and the Department of Public 
Works and Highways. Any damaged water pumps or solar panels are being repaired, while 
systems needing maintenance are being cleaned," he said. 
 
Ismail said the city also acquired a water tanker to support rationing operations in communities 
experiencing inadequate or disrupted supply. 
 
 CDRRMO chief Miladee Azur said participants were briefed on the proper planting calendar, 
distribution of drought-resistant crop varieties, water conservation practices, livestock protection 
measures, crop insurance, and other government assistance programs designed to sustain 
agricultural productivity despite prolonged dry conditions. 
 
Health authorities also emphasized measures to prevent heat-related illnesses, control disease 
outbreaks, and protect children, senior citizens, and persons with underlying medical conditions. 
 
She urged residents to conserve water, collect rainwater safely using covered containers to 
prevent mosquito breeding, avoid prolonged exposure to extreme heat, and regularly monitor 
weather advisories issued by the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical 
Services Administration. 
 
City Agriculturist Sheila Nas encouraged farmers to shift to organic fertilizers, noting that 
synthetic fertilizers become less effective during extreme heat and limited water availability, 
increasing the risk of crop damage. 
 
"The knowledge they gained from this caravan will help them become more prepared and apply 
climate-smart farming practices in their own communities," she said. 
 
Farmer Rogelio Barajas, 68, of Barangay Mabinit, said the activity helped them understand the 
necessary preparations before the expected Super El Niño. 
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"We now know what to do even before El Niño arrives. We are worried because our livelihood 
depends on farming, but through this caravan the government has already guided us on the 
necessary preparations. We have already started planting early so our crops will not be severely 
affected," he said. 
 
Fisher Rodel Bronosa, 52, of Barangay Banquerohan and chairperson of the City Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources Management Council, said the caravan discussions provided practical 
measures to reduce climate-related risks, prevent fish kills, protect livelihoods, and contribute to 
food security. 
 
"As fisherfolk, we are among the most vulnerable sectors during weather disturbances. This 
caravan is important because it teaches us how to manage the impacts of climate change and 
protect our means of livelihood," he said. (PNA) 
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THE GUARDIAN 
 
Ed Miliband indicates development and climate will be at heart of UK foreign policy 
By: Fiona Harvey 
 
Exclusive: Foreign secretary to take up World Bank seat and play active role in shaping 
changes to global lender 
 
Britain’s foreign secretary, Ed Miliband, is to indicate he will put the climate crisis and overseas 
development at the heart of UK international relations by taking up the country’s seat on the 
board at the World Bank. 
 
The position, which is usually delegated to a junior minister, means Miliband will play an active 
role in shaping the changes to the World Bank that developing countries have called for, and 
ensuring the climate remains a core focus for overseas aid. 
 
Miliband, who was energy and net zero secretary under Keir Starmer, will say: “International 
development is not an add-on to British foreign policy – it is central to it. By taking on the role of 
UK governor to the World Bank, I want to send an unambiguous signal that this government is 
serious about its global leadership on development and climate.” 
 
His announcement comes as fires continue to devastate swathes of France and Spain, and 
after Scotland called for military aid to tackle a blaze that engulfed the Cairngorms. Conditions 
approaching drought across England and parts of Wales have prompted hosepipe bans, and the 
heatwave that swept across Europe in June is estimated to have cost the continent’s grain 
farmers €2bn (£1.7bn) in lost revenue. 
 
By taking up the World Bank seat personally, Miliband is sending a clear signal that while other 
politicians even now argue against net zero policies, the Foreign Office will continue to drive 
climate action. 
 
The move comes at a crucial time for the international lender, which has come under heavy 
pressure from the Trump administration to reverse a previous focus on climate finance. Last 
month, the publicly funded bank scrapped its goal for 45% of its finance to be directed to 
climate-related ends. 
 
Experts welcomed Miliband’s decision as a boost to climate action. Lord Stern, a professor of 
economics at the London School of Economics, said the foreign secretary’s take-up of the UK 
governor’s seat would “send a powerful and important signal” to the world. 
 
“As a former chief economist and senior vice-president of the World Bank, I know that the UK 
can punch above its weight,” he said. “But only if the leadership is there from the top. In recent 
years, that has slipped. Ed Miliband will be restoring development and climate to the priority in 
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our international relationships that they must have, in a world facing climate and biodiversity 
crises, and with real and growing threats to the wellbeing of the world’s poorest.” 
 
Other countries have been wary of challenging the US on its anti-climate stance, for fear of 
reprisals and after widespread cuts to developed countries’ overseas aid. The UK is one of six 
countries with its own seat at the World Bank board. 
 
Mohamed Adow, a director of Power Shift Africa, a thinktank, said Miliband could champion 
changes at the lender that would help the poor. 
 
“The real test is whether the UK uses its influence to push the World Bank to deliver far more 
finance for climate action and adaptation, to get money to countries faster, and ensure the 
poorest nations are not forced deeper into debt to respond to a crisis they did least to cause,” 
Adow said. “If this appointment marks the start of renewed British leadership on global climate 
and development, it will be warmly welcomed across Africa.” 
 
Miliband will face a shrinking aid budget and tough decisions over allocation. Starmer slashed 
overseas aid to 0.3% of gross national income, a sharp reduction from 0.5% under the 
Conservatives and the 0.7% reached under the last Labour government. Climate finance was 
also cut by 14%, from £11.6bn for the period 2021 to 2026 to £2bn a year. 
 
Britain’s prime minister, Andy Burnham, was criticised last week for saying his planned £2 cap 
on bus fares in England would be funded mainly by changing international climate finance 
grants into repayable loans. The loans will go to the Tropical Forests Forever Facility, an 
investment fund set up by the Brazilian government. 
 
Jonathan Hall, the managing director of the charity Conservation International UK, said that to 
restore its credibility, the government should rescind the cuts Starmer made to funding for 
nature protection despite Britain’s spy chiefs saying that ecosystem collapse overseas 
threatened national security. 
 
“Miliband now needs to reintroduce a clear target for a third of the UK’s £6bn climate aid budget 
to finance natural ecosystems and tropical forests, a goal which was lost under his 
predecessor,” said Hall. 
 
The UK will take over the leadership of the G20 group in November. 
 
Rachel Kyte, the UK’s climate envoy and a former senior World Bank official, said: “We will be in 
the midst of an energy and food security crisis from the blockage of the strait of Hormuz. 
Compounding that is a severe El Niño. We will need every ounce of capacity in the international 
financial architecture to help some parts of the world through the severity of these impacts. Ed 
has seen what it takes to mobilise the world to action before, pulling every lever we have 
available to us. If needed, we will do it again, for our own and everyone else’s security.” 
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TIME MAGAZINE 
 
Wildfire Disruptions to the Tour de France Show How Climate Change Is Shaping Sports 
By: Simmone Shah 
 
What should have been a standout moment in the world of sports was almost overshadowed on 
Sunday as 27-year-old Slovenian cyclist Tadej Pogačar took home his fifth Tour de France amid 
a last-minute course change in response to wildfires raging in the country’s southwest region. 
The disruption is one of a growing number of examples of extreme weather forcing changes to 
global sporting events. 
 
For the final stage of the world’s most prestigious cycling race, what was meant to be a 
133-kilometer (82-mile) ride was shortened to 89 km (55.3 miles). Riders were presented in 
Thoiry before being transported by team buses to Paris, where the race consisted entirely of 
circuits around the French capital, including two additional laps of the Champs-Élysées. 
 
The change was announced late Saturday. Officials said it would allow emergency first 
responders and security personnel to shift their attention from the race to the wildfires.  
 
"In a spirit of national solidarity with the areas and communities affected, it was decided to adapt 
the route for the final stage," the event's organizers said in a statement. 
 
The disruption was just the latest in a series of extreme weather events that have altered this 
year’s competition. Earlier in the race, stage nine was shortened by 30 km (18 miles) due to 
extreme heat. 
 
A number of the participants commented on the impact of extreme heat this year, including 
Pogačar, who suggested having cyclists race earlier, when the heat is less intense, or altering 
the race calendar.  
 
“If I had the power I would change all the calendar and not race in July and August in hot 
places,” he said.  
 
The race director replied that such a schedule shift would never be possible, as it could impact 
critical factors of the event, from obtaining government authorizations to negatively impacting 
viewership—and therefore the revenue—when the race is aired by broadcasters. 
 
Read More: How Europe's Extreme Heat Waves Have Impacted the Tour de France 
 
As of Saturday night, dozens of wildfires were burning in the southwest of France, near 
Bordeaux. Over 197,000 people had already been evacuated throughout the country, while its 
neighbor, Spain, saw some 80,000 evacuated. 
 

 
19 

https://time.com/article/2026/07/26/wildfire-disruptions-to-the-tour-de-france-show-how-climate-change-is-shaping-sports/


 

Research shows climate change is fostering the conditions that allow wildfires to spread rapidly, 
as hotter temperatures and drier vegetation make many landscapes more flammable. In the last 
four years, the amount of land burned by wildfires across Europe increased by 57%, according 
to new data from the World Health Organization.  
 
In Spain and Portugal alone, the number of wildfires has more than doubled since last year. 
 
Europe, which is warming faster than any other continent, is in the midst of a particularly dry, hot 
summer, creating ideal conditions for wildfires. Following a heatwave in June, data showed that 
France recorded at least 5,700 excess deaths during the month. 
 
Two weeks later, at the start of this year’s Tour de France, the average temperature along the 
course was 87.4°F—far surpassing the previous record of 78.6°F in 2022. 
 
Climate Change Is Forcing Sports to Adapt 
The Tour de France is not the only sporting event that’s been forced to contend with the impact 
of climate extremes.  
 
“Recent years have been a turning point for sport, just because so many sporting events have 
been impacted by climate change,” says Madeleine Orr, assistant professor of Sport Ecology at 
the University of Toronto. In 2020, tennis player Dalila Jakupovic collapsed on court during the 
Australian Open due to poor air quality because of wildfires. Soon after, the Tokyo Olympics saw 
athletes sweltering in 90°F temperatures.  
 
Extreme weather has become impossible to ignore—and organizers are being forced to adapt.  
 
For the first time in the history of the World Cup, FIFA began mandating three-minute “hydration 
breaks” as games across North America carried on amid high temperatures and humidity. The 
tournament's final was threatened by hazardous wildfire smoke drifting over New York from 
hundreds of fires burning in Ontario, Canada, as well as northern Minnesota. 
 
The NFL is increasingly favoring roofed and domed stadiums, with nearly two-thirds of league 
venues expected to see updates by 2030—to the tune of billions of dollars in construction. And 
in June, a “heat hazard” went into effect for Formula 1’s Austrian Grand Prix, meaning that 
drivers would be required to have a “driver cooling system” in place in order to compete. 
 
While the organizations behind some of sports’ most popular events are looking to counteract 
the effects of climate change, athletes are also forced to adapt their training to better acclimate 
to heat. In the Tour de France, some teams prepared ice baths for riders to utilize immediately 
after completing a portion of the race. Laura Schifter explained in a recent opinion piece for 
TIME that even children’s sports will likely be impacted, reshaping the lifelong habits and 
mindsets young athletes develop. 
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And the changes ultimately affect those who attend the sporting events. There’s the added 
strain of attending outdoor sporting events in extreme weather—which often involves long lines 
leading into the events and long hours in the sun in the stands. There may also be financial 
consequences, as investments in new facilities or weather adaptations can increase operating 
costs, which in some cases wind up passed down to fans. Or they might not get to attend at all: 
Earlier this month, spectators were asked not to watch the last 40 km (25 miles) of the third 
stage of the Tour de France to reduce the demand on security personnel and free up more 
resources for the wildfires. 
 
Adaptation measures are only going to become more common in our warming world, experts tell 
TIME.  
 
“This is the coolest summer that's going to be in our lifetimes,” says Samuel Hampton, senior 
researcher at the University of Oxford’s Environmental Change Institute. “It's only going to get 
hotter and hotter for the rest of our lives, and I think the [Tour de France] is already straining in 
terms of how it can deal with this heat.” 
 
“It's only going to become more challenging,” he added. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
CCC bats for climate action on the ground 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Saturday urged local government units (LGUs) to 
move beyond climate planning and focus on implementing concrete measures to strengthen 
community resilience as the country faces increasingly severe climate threats. 
 
The call came during the National Climate Resilience Forum (NCRF) 2026, where nearly 500 
representatives from government agencies, local governments, development partners, civil 
society, the private sector and the academe gathered to discuss ways to translate national 
climate policies into action. 
 
CCC vice chairperson and executive director Robert E.A. Borje said climate change is no longer 
a distant threat but one that is already reshaping the country’s development priorities. 
 
“Climate change is reshaping the conditions under which resilience must now be built. Because 
resilience is inseparable from development, our task is to build stronger communities with 
discipline, purpose and shared responsibility,” Borje said. 
 
CCC commissioner Rachel Anne Herrera said the challenge now is to transform national 
policies into “investment-ready and scalable climate action” that directly benefits communities. 
 
The Philippines remains among the world’s most climate-vulnerable countries, facing increasing 
risks from stronger typhoons, flooding, sea-level rise, food insecurity and water shortages. 
 
Addressing local chief executives, Senator Loren Legarda stressed that climate resilience 
should be embedded in land use plans, annual investment programs and infrastructure projects. 
 
“The success of our national climate strategies depends on how they are carried out at the local 
level,” Legarda said. 
 
House Committee on Climate Change Chair Rep. Aniela Bianca Tolentino echoed the call, 
saying communities will judge government not by the quality of its plans but by how effectively 
they are implemented. 
 
The forum also showcased practical solutions for local governments, including climate finance, 
resilience measurement systems and science-based planning tools designed to help 
communities adapt to climate risks. 
 
Senior Deputy Executive Secretary Maria Luwalhati Dorotan-Tiuseco reaffirmed the Marcos 
administration’s commitment to proactive disaster preparedness and resilience-building, saying 
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government must anticipate risks, protect livelihoods and ensure that communities are prepared 
for future calamities. 
 
Anchored on the theme “Bagong Bansang Matatag, Handa sa Pagbabago ng Klima,” the forum 
sought to align local implementation with the country’s National Adaptation Plan and Nationally 
Determined Contribution Implementation Plan, while strengthening partnerships among 
government agencies, development organizations and the private sector to accelerate climate 
action nationwide. 
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Gov’t assures resources for climate resilience 
By: Windsor John Genova· 
 
‘Resiliency is to be defined by the quality of the decisions we make even before disasters occur.’ 
 
The crucial components of climate change adaptation — collaboration, data and resources — 
converged at the National Climate Resilience Forum (NCRF) last 21 July to solidify the united 
front against natural disasters. 
 
As local and national officials attending the event organized by the Climate Change Commission 
(CCC) agree that resiliency is no longer a disaster response but preventing destruction, the 
Office of the Executive Secretary gave support to providing financial resources to local climate 
adaptation plans. 
 
“A resilient nation, let us remember, is not defined by the absence of disasters, nor is it defined 
by what we say in the planetary literature, how often we are able to pick ourselves up. It is how 
less often, or how rarely, we are destroyed. And if that is the objective, it is going to be defined 
by the quality of the decisions we make even before disasters occur,” CCC vice chairperson and 
executive director Robert E.A. Borje said at the start of the forum in SMX Aura Convention 
Center in Taguig City. 
 
Borje rallied local and national officials to implement an integrated national climate strategy that 
advances adaptation and mitigation in support of sustainable inclusive growth, by planning 
cities, managing watersheds, protecting coastlines, designing infrastructure, and investing 
public resources. 
 
CCC Commissioner Rachel Anne S. Herrera underscored the importance of moving from 
planning to implementation, stressing that the forum serves as a platform to operationalize 
climate strategies at the local level. 
 
“Our objective is clear: to translate national policies into context-specific, investment-ready, and 
scalable climate action where it matters most — in our communities,” she said. 
 
Senior Deputy Executive Secretary Maria Luwalhati C. Dorotan-Tiuseco assured that the 
government is really putting in the resources for adaptation to climate change. 
 
“Adaptation cannot remain an aspirational endeavor. It must become visible in safer schools and 
cities, stronger infrastructure, protected coastlines, climate-smart agriculture, and empowered 
local governments,” Dorotan-Tiuseco said. “Ultimately the true state of our nation will not be 
measured by the strength of the storms we endure, but by the strength of the institutions we 
build, the foresight of the decisions we make, and the unity with which we prepare for the 
future.” 
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She also mentioned that it was the Marcos administration that first used up the initial P1-billion 
People’s Survival Fund (PSF) and it is pursuing to have such resource included in the General 
Appropriations Act each year. 
 
The PSF is used for projects that help vulnerable communities adapt to climate change, 
including water resources management, land management, agriculture and fisheries, health, 
infrastructure, ecosystem protection, early warning systems, and local resilience planning. The 
fund can also support institutional development, preparedness measures for droughts and 
floods, climate monitoring, and even risk insurance support for farmers and other stakeholders. 
 
Meanwhile, Senator Loren Legarda also rallied local government units to take a more active role 
in implementing climate strategies on the ground. 
 
“To our local chief executives and planners: the success of our national climate strategies 
depends on how they are carried out at the local level. Climate resilience must be reflected in 
your land use plans, annual investments, and infrastructure decisions,” the senator said. 
 
Anchored on the theme “Bagong Bansang Matatag, Handa sa Pagbabago ng Klima,” the NCRF 
2026 served as a platform to strengthen alignment between national frameworks — including 
the National Adaptation Plan 2023 to 2050 and the Nationally Determined Contribution 
Implementation Plan — and their implementation at the local level. 
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Brian Poe bats for proactive climate action at National Climate Resilience Forum 
By: Ellson Quismorio 
 
For FPJ Panday Bayanihan Party-List Rep. Brian Poe, proactive climate action and stronger 
collaboration among government, civil society, and the youth are key to Philippine climate 
resilience. 
 
This was the main take away from his message Wednesday, July 23 as he addressed 
participants at the National Climate Resilience Forum 2026. 
 
Representing the House of Representatives and serving as a member of the House Committee 
on Climate Change, Poe joined Climate Change Commission officials, National Youth 
Commission Chairperson Undersecretary Jeff Ortega, fellow members of the House, local 
government officials, youth leaders, and development partners in advancing the country's 
climate resilience agenda. 
 
Poe began by expressing his gratitude to the Climate Change Commission (CCC) for organizing 
the forum and bringing together key stakeholders to strengthen the country's climate resilience 
efforts. 
Congratulating the Commission for convening the gathering, Poe emphasized that the forum's 
theme reflects a crucial shift in the country's approach to climate action. 
 
"Resilience is not just about responding to disasters. It is about actually preparing our nation 
before disasters strike," Poe said. 
 
He noted that building resilience requires long-term planning, science-based policymaking, and 
investments that enable communities to withstand the growing impacts of climate change before 
emergencies occur. 
 
Drawing from his recent participation at the 11th Our Ocean Conference in Kenya, where he 
delivered the Philippine National Statement, Poe highlighted the importance of translating global 
climate commitments into concrete local action. 
 
"While climate change is a global challenge, resilience is ultimately built at home—in our 
communities, in our cities and municipalities, and through the decisions we make as a nation," 
he said. 
 
Poe explained that Filipinos experience the impacts of climate change firsthand through 
stronger storms, threats to food security, and the challenges faced by vulnerable communities, 
making climate resilience an urgent national priority. 
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The Pangasinan-based solon also stressed that conferences such as the National Climate 
Resilience Forum are essential because they bring together government agencies, legislators, 
the private sector, non-government organizations, and the youth to develop policies that are 
proactive rather than reactive. 
 
Congress' contribution 
 
As a legislator, Poe said Congress must create the conditions for local government units (LGUs) 
to access climate financing, harness innovation, and make science-based decisions. 
 
He likewise highlighted several climate initiatives currently being advanced in the House of 
Representatives, including measures on carbon credits, the blue economy, and the green 
circular economy. 
 
Poe also called for continued support for the country's 30x30 conservation goal, for which he is 
the principal author of a House resolution supporting the protection of 30 percent of the 
Philippines' land and marine ecosystems for future generations. 
 
Sharing encouraging developments from the international stage, Poe noted that during the Our 
Ocean Conference, the Philippines stood out by reporting that it had already exceeded one of 
its commitments under the Great Blue Wall Initiative. 
Instead of merely announcing future targets, the country reported that it has already established 
64 marine protected area networks, surpassing its commitment of 60 by 2028. 
 
"This demonstrates that the Philippines is emerging as a global leader in sustainability and 
marine conservation," Poe said. 
 
Poe assured stakeholders that Congress remains committed to advancing climate-responsive 
legislation and emphasized that lasting resilience can only be achieved through a 
whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
27 



 

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
CCC accelerates ground-level climate action to strengthen resilience at NCRF 2026 
 
MANILA, Philippines – At the National Climate Resilience Forum (NCRF) 2026, the Climate 
Change Commission (CCC) convened national leaders and key stakeholders to localize climate 
action and strengthen resilience. 
 
Reinforcing that climate action remains a national priority under the vision and guidance of 
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., Senior Deputy Executive Secretary Maria Luwalhati C. 
Dorotan-Tiuseco emphasized the government’s commitment to proactive and inclusive 
resilience-building. 
 
“The government’s responsibility must be to anticipate dangers, strengthen communities, protect 
livelihoods, and ensure that no Filipino faces calamity alone. And this administration has 
pursued exactly that.” 
 
CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje emphasized the increasing 
urgency to respond to intensifying climate impacts, noting that these are reshaping how 
resilience and development must be pursued. 
 
“Climate change is reshaping the conditions under which resilience must now be built. And 
because resilience is inseparable from development, it is also reshaping the conditions under 
which our nation must grow and prosper. Our task now is to build upon these foundations—with 
discipline, with purpose, and with the shared understanding that resilience is not someone else’s 
responsibility. It belongs to all of us.” 
 
As one of the most climate-vulnerable countries in the world, the Philippines continues to face 
serious risks from extreme weather events, sea-level rise, food insecurity, water stress, and 
climate-induced displacement. These challenges underscore the urgency of translating national 
climate policies into concrete, on-the-ground action. 
 
CCC Commissioner Rachel Anne S. Herrera underscored the importance of moving from 
planning to implementation, stressing that the forum serves as a platform to operationalize 
climate strategies at the local level. 
 
“Our objective is clear: to translate national policies into context-specific, investment-ready, and 
scalable climate action where it matters most—in our communities.” 
 
The forum featured panel discussions and breakout sessions that highlighted practical and 
scalable solutions, climate finance opportunities, resilience measurement systems, and science- 
and data-driven planning tools to support local governments in building climate resilience. 
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Senator Loren Legarda urged local government units to take a more active role in implementing 
climate strategies on the ground. 
 
“To our local chief executives and planners: the success of our national climate strategies 
depends on how they are carried out at the local level. Climate resilience must be reflected in 
your land use plans, annual investments, and infrastructure decisions.” 
 
Stakeholders across sectors showed support and echoed the need to translate climate 
commitments into concrete outcomes. 
 
Representative Aniela Bianca D. Tolentino, Chair of the House Committee on Climate Change, 
stressed the importance of implementation. “Plans alone cannot make communities resilient. 
Ang tunay na sukatan ng tagumpay ay hindi kung gaano kaganda ang ating mga plano, kundi 
paano natin ito naipapatupad sa ating mga komunidad.” 
 
Cong. Jose Manuel F. Alba, Representative of the First District of Bukidnon, also underscored 
urgency in delivering results. “History will not judge us by the plans we write, but by the lives we 
save. Let this forum be the line in the sand where rhetoric ends, and decisive action begins.” 
 
Ms. Kyungsun Kim, country representative of UNICEF Philippines, emphasized measuring 
adaptation through real impacts. “Let us ensure that climate adaptation is measured, not only 
planned in budget, but in healthier children, stronger communities, more resilient families and 
greater opportunities for the next generation.” 
 
H.E. Dr. Andreas Michael Pfaffernoschke, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to 
the Philippines, reaffirmed Germany’s support. “Germany has been and will continue to be a 
strong and reliable partner for the Philippines in climate action and in strengthening your 
country’s resilience.” 
 
Mr. Jonas Tetangco of Catholic Relief Services Philippines underscored partnerships for 
community-based solutions. “Catholic Relief Services remains committed to partnering with 
communities, local governments, national government agencies, and development partners to 
advance nature-based solutions, climate-smart livelihoods, watershed protection, and 
ecosystem restoration.” 
 
Mr. Hermilando I. Mandanas, Secretary-General of the Union of Local Authorities of the 
Philippines and Vice Governor of Batangas, called for stronger commitment to local resilience. 
“Together, I think we should again reinstate, revitalize, and really fortify our commitment in 
making our country resilient and really able to meet the challenges that really exist in our 
country.” 
 
Anchored on the theme “Bagong Bansang Matatag, Handa sa Pagbabago ng Klima,” the NCRF 
2026 served as a platform to strengthen alignment between national frameworks—including the 
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National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023-2050 and the Nationally Determined Contribution 
Implementation Plan (NDCIP)—and their implementation at the local level. 
 
Booth exhibits showcased climate action initiatives from government agencies, civil society 
organizations, development partners, and the private sector. 
 
The NCRF 2026 was held with the support of the key partners, including the Philippine Red 
Cross, Komisyon ng Wikang Filipino, International Organization for Migration, Catholic Relief 
Services, UNICEF Philippines, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), 
and Expertise France, with participation both onsite and through livestream via the CCC’s 
official Facebook page. 
 
The forum brought together nearly 500 participants, including representatives from local 
government units (LGUs), national government agencies (NGAs), civil society organizations 
(CSOs), the academe and state universities and colleges (SUCs), development partners, 
embassies, international organizations, the private sector, and the media, among other 
stakeholders. 
 
Participating NGAs included the Department of Budget and Management (DBM), Department of 
Economy, Planning, and Development (DEPDev), Department of Energy (DOE), Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), Department of Finance (DOF), Department of 
Health (DOH) – Health and Climate Change Office, Department of Human Settlements and 
Urban Development (DHSUD)-Environmental, Land Use and Urban Planning and Development 
Bureau, Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE), Department of Science and Technology 
(DOST) Central Office-Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Unit, Department of the 
Interior and Local Government (DILG)-Bureau of Local Government Development, Komisyon sa 
Wikang Filipino (KWF), Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources and Energy-Environment 
Management Service (NRE-EMS), National Anti-Poverty Commission (NAPC), National Youth 
Commission (NYC), Office of Civil Defense (OCD), Philippine Board of Investments (BOI), and 
the Philippine Commission on Women (PCW). 
 
Panelists also included representatives from DOST-Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration (DOST-PAGASA), Development Bank of the Philippines 
(DBP), Land Bank of the Philippines (LBP), and the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority 
(MMDA), which further enriched discussions through their sectoral expertise and experience. 
This reflects a whole-of-government approach to strengthening climate resilience and 
accelerating climate action nationwide. 
 
The CCC remains committed to advance climate action, strengthen resilience from the ground 
up, and continue to address climate change through a whole-of-society and whole-of-nation 
approach. 
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Context-specific climate policies highlighted in Climate Resilience Forum 
By: Allen Limos 
 
THE Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Thursday stressed the need to provide a blueprint 
for context-specific climate-resilient policies at the 2026 National Climate Resilience Forum. 
 
THE Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Thursday stressed the need to provide a blueprint 
for context-specific climate-resilient policies at the 2026 National Climate Resilience Forum. 
 
The forum, held on Thursday in Taguig City, convened local leaders to advance the National 
Adaptation Plan which outlines how a country will adapt to the long-term climate impacts. 
  
“National frameworks provide a coherent road map for enhancing climate resilience as we 
pursue low-carbon development. However, we know that policies on paper cannot protect a 
community from a storm, and it is only through decisive action on the ground,” said CCC 
Commissioner Rachel Anne Herrera. 
  
To achieve this requires risk-sensitive and localized planning to address specific vulnerabilities, 
Herrera said. 
  
Robert Borje, CCC vice chairman and executive director, said adaptation “can’t remain an 
aspiration of any group; it must become visible in safer schools and cities, stronger 
infrastructure, protected coastlines, climate-smart agriculture and forward local governance.” 
Cavite 8th District Rep. Aniela Bianca Tolentino, who chairs the House Committee on Climate 
Change, said legislation continues to play a crucial role in fostering climate resilience. 
  
“Over the past months, our committee has been actively deliberating measures that seek to 
strengthen the country’s climate governance and accelerate the transition toward a resilient and 
low-carbon economy,” said Tolentino. 
  
She outlined several proposed laws, including the Low-Carbon Economy Investment Act to 
support clean technologies, and the Climate Accountability Act to modernize governance 
frameworks. 
  
She also emphasized the importance of ensuring that climate financing reaches local 
government units (LGUs), the frontline responders to climate risks. 
“Passing a law is the easy part, but the harder, ongoing work is checking whether it’s actually 
working, so finding the gaps, making sure that what we want is being used the right way, then 
the way it is going to be,” Tolentino said. 
  
LGUs, represented by Hermilando Mandanas, vice governor of Batangas, vowed to apply the 
initiative at the community level. 
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“I’m sure that we have to really push for this shared responsibility ... ... together with all of us, in 
meeting the challenges of climate change,” Mandanas said. 
 

   =END= 
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