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Up to 4 tropical cyclones may enter PAR in August, PAGASA says

QC DRRMO: Climate change supercharges El Nifo, typhoons

Climate change presents new threat to Philippines’ UNESCO rice terraces

Report reveals gaps in PHL extreme heat response; calls for passage of CLIMA Bill
Spanish government approves scientific panel to tackle climate change

SONA 2026: Climate groups flag absence of key issues like El Nifio, active transport;
react to nuclear power, energy concerns

The critical role of mangroves in coastal defense and climate change mitigation

Climate alarm ‘blaring from every direction’

CCC IN THE NEWS:

Lake Sebu grows the seeds of food sustainability, climate resilience
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Up to 4 tropical cyclones may enter PAR in Auqust, PAGASA says
By: Francis Orcio

Up to four tropical cyclones may form within or enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR)
in August even as the Philippines moves closer to a potentially very strong El Nifio event that
state meteorologists describe as unprecedented due to the rapid warming of the Pacific Ocean.

QC DRRMO: Climate change supercharges El Niiio, typhoons

By: Carlos Trazo
Quezon City Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Department (DRRMO) head Maria

Bianca Perez-Jamante warned that climate change is amplifying the destructive power of El
Nifio and tropical cyclones, and is urging a shift toward people-centered climate action.

AL JAZEERA

Climate change presents new threat to Philippines’ UNESCO rice terraces
By: Ted Regencia

At first light, the village of Batad begins to stir to life beneath the towering cliffs surrounding its
amphitheatre-like rice terraces, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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Report reveals gaps in PHL extreme heat response; calls for passage of CLIMA Bill

Greenpeace Philippines and the National Anti-Poverty Commission-Victims of Disasters and
Calamities (NAPC-VDC) jointly launched “Here Comes the Sun: Climate Justice-based
Recommendations for Protecting Communities from Extreme Heat” on Tuesday.

EURONEWS

nish governmen rov ientifi nel kle clim han
By: Rafael Salido

The Council of Ministers has approved the creation of an expert body to produce independent
reports guiding public policy on climate change. Recruitment will open this summer and the

panel is due to start work in the autumn.

GMA NEWS

ONA 2026: mate group ag absen

react to nuclear power, energy concerns
By: Lou Albano

President Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr. delivered his fifth State of the Nation Address
(SONA) on Monday, touching on his administration's accomplishments, including what's been
done with the flood control issue, which he first brought to light in SONA 2025, the measures his
government has undertaken to ease the impacts of the oil crisis, a push to EV public transport,
modern waste management practices, and nuclear energy production in support of the country's
transition to clean energy and energy independence.

MANILA BULLETIN

The critical role of mangroves in coastal defense and climate change mitigation
By Henrylito D. Tacio

Each year, on July 26, the world commemorates the International Day for the Conservation of
the Mangrove Ecosystem. The observance was established by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to raise global awareness of the importance of
mangrove forests and promote their sustainable management and protection.
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Climate alarm ‘blaring from every direction’

“The climate alarm is blaring from every direction,” said UN Climate Change Executive
Secretary Simon Stiell in a statement.

CCC IN THE NEWS:
THE MANILA TIMES

Lake Sebu grows the seeds of food sustainability. climate resilience

Lake Sebu, a town in South Cotabato province named after the body of water that it
encompasses, has long been celebrated as the eco-cultural capital of southern Mindanao. It is
also the watershed that irrigates farmlands not only in South Cotabato, but also in Sultan
Kudarat province.

Information and Knowledge Management Division
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Up to 4 tropical cyclones may enter PAR in August, PAGASA says
By: Francis Orcio

Up to four tropical cyclones may form within or enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR)
in August even as the Philippines moves closer to a potentially very strong El Nifio event that
state meteorologists describe as unprecedented due to the rapid warming of the Pacific Ocean.

PAGASA said two to four tropical cyclones are forecast to develop within or enter PAR in
August, followed by two to three in September, one to two each in October, November and
December, and zero to one in January 2027.

According to PAGASA's latest climate outlook, fewer tropical cyclones are expected in the
coming months as El Nifio strengthens. However, storms that do develop may still intensify into
typhoons or even super typhoons.

Chief of PAGASA's Climate Monitoring and Prediction Section Ana Liza Solis said the likelihood
of a very strong El Nifio has increased significantly and may persist until the first half of 2027.

"Ngayon pong August update, mas lumalaki na po iyopng chance na very strong by October,
November, December around 81%. And strong El Nifio, July to November, possible po iyong
strong El Nifio, which is around 57%. At ito po iyong sinasabi natin, kahit po sa amin sa
pag-monitor, very unprecedented po. Ang bilis ng warming," Solis explained.

She warned that the prolonged El Nifio could reduce rainfall during the country's warm and dry
season, particularly as tropical cyclones become less effective in replenishing water supply later
in the year.

Solis cited Angat Dam, the country's primary water source for Metro Manila, as an area of
concern, noting that recent tropical cyclones have contributed little to its recovery because
stronger winds associated with recurving storms limited rainfall over the watershed.

"Tatawid tayo doon sa warm and dry season months na kung saan, iyon nga po iyong ating
problema na kapag po kaunti na iyong ulan natin galing sa habagat at iyong pong mga
landfalling and crossing na tropical cyclone pagdating na October, November, ay hindi na siya
rain effective dahil mas malakas iyong hangin. Hindi siya masyadong nag-contribute ng tubig
doon sa Angat Dam, na usually, inaasahan po natin iyong recovery ng Angat Dam mula
ngayong July hanggang October-November," she said.

PAGASA said rainfall across most parts of the country is expected to remain near normal in
August, although above-normal rainfall is likely over portions of western Luzon due to the
southwest monsoon, while some areas of Southern Luzon, the Visayas and Mindanao may
experience below-normal rainfall.
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In September, below-normal rainfall is forecast across much of Luzon, while eastern Visayas
and Mindanao may receive above-normal rainfall.

Luzon is expected to continue experiencing below-normal rainfall in October, before way
below-normal to below-normal rainfall becomes more widespread nationwide in November.

By December, above-normal rainfall is forecast over much of Luzon, while below-normal rainfall
is expected across many parts of the Visayas and Mindanao. PAGASA said the country may
again experience way below-normal to below-normal rainfall by January 2027.

However, Solis emphasized that rainfall outlooks should be interpreted relative to an area's
normal rainfall and should not automatically be understood as indications of heavy rains or
severe drought.

"Hindi nangangahulugan na pagkadami-daming ulan nito, dahil sabi nga po natin, depende sa
normal. Kapag December po, normally, dry season dito sa lugar na ito. Ang ibig sabihin, less
than 50 millimeters of rain lang ang kanyang ulan. Ngayon, kung ito ay predicted natin na 100
millimeters of rain, kaunti pa rin iyon, pero above normal na po siya. Kasi nga, maliit lang iyong
normal niyang ulan. Kaya depende po iyon sa normal rainfall ng ating ulan," Solis explained.

She also stressed that El Nifilo does not necessarily mean drought, as several weather systems,
including the southwest monsoon, tropical cyclones, the Intertropical Convergence Zone, shear
line and frontal systems, can still bring rainfall to the country.

PAGASA warned that prolonged meteorological dry spell or drought could eventually affect
agriculture, water resources and, if sustained for more than nine months, broader
socioeconomic sectors.

To help communities prepare, PAGASA has made available digital tools that provide six-month
drought outlooks, meteorological drought monitoring, a 10-day weather forecast for farmers, and
climate information platforms jointly developed with the Department of Agriculture and
international partners.

Solis urged the public to begin conserving water and electricity as the country prepares for the
possible impacts of a prolonged and very strong El Nifio.



QC DRRMO: Climate change supercharges El Nino. typhoons
By: Carlos Trazo

Quezon City Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Department (DRRMO) head Maria
Bianca Perez-Jamante warned that climate change is amplifying the destructive power of El
Nifio and tropical cyclones, and is urging a shift toward people-centered climate action.

“In early June, PAGASA (Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services
Administration) announced the arrival of El Nifio in the tropical Pacific. But climate change
doesn’t just sit alongside weather cycles like El Nifo. It supercharges them,” Perez-Jamante
said. “While El Nifio dries out our soil, warming ocean waters pump massive energy into tropical
cyclones, creating rarer but far more devastating typhoons.”

She pointed to Typhoon Inday two weeks ago as proof. “Typhoon Inday enhanced the Habagat,
dumping a staggering 200 millimeters of rain over Antique, Occidental Mindoro, western
Visayas, and western Mindanao. The result? Over 1 million people displaced, 255,000 families
forced into evacuation shelters, and 26 lives lost. Fourteen remain missing.”

Perez-Jamante criticized the overemphasis on carbon metrics in climate policy. “For too long,
climate metrics have been trapped in carbon-centric accounting—tons of CO2, technical
spreadsheets, emissions. But carbon equivalents do not save lives. We can no longer talk about
carbon emissions without talking about the mother listening to the rain, wondering if floods will
breach her doorstep, or the students waiting with bated breath for class suspension on our
official Facebook page.”

Under Mayor Joy Belmonte, Quezon City launched iRISE-UP, the intelligent, resilient, and
integrated systems for the urban population.

“RISE-UP is far more than a software system. It is a lifeline connecting climate data to
communities. Data belongs to the frontlines, into the hands of community leaders, first
responders, families affected daily by calamities,” Perez-Jamante explained.

Operating through over 4,000 digital sensors, automated weather stations, and real-time
analytics, iRISE-UP translates macro-level forecasts into street-level truths. “It tells us exactly
which street, which flood area, and which families are at risk before the water rises. Predictive
data drives action,” she said.

In 2025, Quezon City executed its largest preemptive evacuation. “We systematically evacuated
20,145 families—moving over 20,000 households out of harm’s way before the first drop of rain
could endanger them,” Perez-Jamante recalled.

The system also captures disaggregated data at evacuation sites. “We learned that over 60% of
displaced individuals are children. So we institutionalized a comprehensive emergency plan for
children in emergencies. We launched the Batang QC Laging Ready Caravan, where over 600
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schoolchildren, including children with disabilities, learn disaster preparedness through local
games.”

Beyond emergencies, iRISE-UP guides long-term urban planning. By mapping surface runoff,
QC identified 138 sites for detention basins and rainwater harvesting facilities. “At Palmera
Homes and Gloria 2 Subdivision Basketball Court, we transformed public spaces into multi-use
detention basins. And these projects, we co-designed with the community,” she said.

Through Project TERRA in Barangay Sauyo, Quezon City engineered a multi-use sanctuary
that intercepts at least 3,000 cubic meters of flood runoff. “In areas like Barangay Santa Monica
and Tandang Sora Avenue, chronic waist-deep flooding has been reduced to zero flood reports.
This is the power of combining data with social infrastructure,” Perez-Jamante emphasized.

She offered two urgent takeaways for national climate policy: “First, we need equity-focused
indicators. Stop evaluating disaster readiness by citywide averages. Measure progress by how
we protect the poor, women, children, PWDs, and the elderly. Second, integrate climate action
directly into social development agendas. Early warning systems, camp protocols, drainage
master plans cannot exist in silos. They are one unified ecosystem.”

“IRISE-UP proves that when local governments leverage technology for human dignity, we move
from reactive emergency response to proactive community empowerment,” Perez-Jamante
said.



AL JAZEERA

Climate change presents new threat to Philippines’ UNESCO rice terraces
By: Ted Regencia

At first light, the village of Batad begins to stir to life beneath the towering cliffs surrounding its
amphitheatre-like rice terraces, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Apu Penneng, an Ifugao elder who owns one of the village’s largest tracts of ricefields, struts
with youthful confidence along a narrow and steep path in this highland community 1,100
metres (3,608ft) above sea level.

Dressed in a traditional loincloth, shawl and headgear, he is heading for the Tanig, an elaborate
morning ritual before the harvest begins. At a courtyard next to rows of huts, dozens of village
women also gather for the Bullogan chi Munbotoh, the procession to the harvest site.

Against the glow of the rising sun, the centuries-old terraces finally come in full view as if
cascading from the sky. The fields of Tinawon rice grains, moist from the drizzle the night
before, glimmer like morsels of gold ready for picking.

But the otherwise majestic landscape is punctuated by the sight of collapsed earth and
boulders, right in the middle of the terraces.

In November last year, Super Typhoon Fung-wong triggered a landslide that killed two locals
and demolished one of the centuries-old canals irrigating the rice paddies. About 2.2 hectares
(5.4 acres) of rice fields were damaged, affecting 150 farmers.

“It was the worst we've seen here,” Apu Penneng calmly said, as he pointed to a deforested
patch of land above the terraces. From afar, it looked like it had been slashed with a giant blade.

The wreckage has been an unwelcome reminder for villagers of the destructive nature of
extreme weather conditions, which have been increasing in frequency in recent years.

Batad was also struck with landslides in 2011, 2023 and 2025. With the emerging threat of this
year’s Super El Nino, a climate phenomenon that increases global temperatures and drives
more extreme weather and rainfall patterns, the Ifugao people worry about more damage to
come.

Across the world, 80 percent of UNESCQO’s World Heritage Sites are facing climate-induced
stress, according to an August 2025 study published in the scientific journal Nature.

The study found that UNESCO sites in low and middle-income countries receive the least
conservation support, making them even more vulnerable to harsh climatic conditions. It added
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that in tropical monsoon areas, those conditions include record-breaking heatwaves, extended
droughts and sudden drenching rainfall — much like what struck Batad in November 2025.

“Climate change is really aggravating the situation on the ground,” said lawyer Marlon Martin,
head of the Save the Ifugao Terraces Movement (SITMO).

For the rice terraces to stay intact and stable, the soil needs to maintain a certain level of
moisture year-round. But because of recent bouts of dry spells, deep cracks have developed,
making the terraces prone to erosion, said Martin.

“When sudden bursts of rain occur, the water would seep into the cracks too abruptly, resulting
in erosion” and even soil collapse, he added, warning that the Super El Nino could only mean
more trouble ahead.

According to Steve Baccay, head of Ifugao’s Provincial Agriculture and Environment Office, an
equivalent of $500,000 is needed for the restoration work in Batad following last November’s
landslide.

Since the disaster, Batad residents themselves have come together a few times to do voluntary
communal work called bachang to fix the demolished irrigation canal.

The social welfare and labour departments have also extended emergency food and cash
assistance to affected farmers. However, additional national government aid is unlikely until the
next fiscal year.

Climate change is nothing new, and for centuries people in Ifugao have adapted to the changes
using Indigenous engineering techniques to protect the terraces, said Martin. But for Batad to
withstand more frequent and more extreme weather, national intervention is needed, he added.

For Batad village chief Romeo Heppog and his family, the rice terraces are not just a source of
their livelihood, but part of their identity and their way of life.

Organising the annual rice harvest festival is his way of honouring their ancestors and renewing
their “sacred oath” to preserve the terraces for the generations to come, he said.

At the Tanig pre-harvest sacred ritual, Heppog watches closely alongside Apu Penneng as Apu
Buy-a Nadyug, Batad’s chief Indigenous priest known as Mumbaki, leads the harvest rituals,
including the pouring and drinking of fresh rice wine.

Hunched on the ground next to a pair of wooden Bulul, which embody invisible spiritual beings
of the Ifugaos, the octogenarian Apu Buy-a Nadyug recites verses seeking blessings and
protection for the harvest.



With the help of another village elder, Apu Penneng then leads the slaughter of chickens as a
symbolic offering to Ifugao ancestors and the spiritual beings.

In one of the final acts of the hour-long sacred ritual, Mumbaki Apu Buy-a Nadyug then
scrutinises the guts of the chicken, and pronounces another year of “bountiful harvest”.

Apu Penneng and Heppog then lead the banging of gongs signifying merriment and the start of
the joyful harvest.

For a moment, the worries of the villagers of Batad are drowned out by the loud rhythmic sound
that has been passed from generation to generation.

Apu Penneng then proceeds to his ricefield for the harvest. Amid the uncertainties for his
community, his face beams with pride as he gazes at the panoramic view of Batad.

From a distance, the 2,702 metres (8,865ft) Mount Amuyao, the country’s 10th highest peak,
towers over Batad, as if guarding it from the threats of nature.

“We will get through this,” said Apu Penneng.
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BUSINESS WORLD

Report reveals gaps in PHL extreme heat response: calls for passage of CLIMA Bill

Greenpeace Philippines and the National Anti-Poverty Commission-Victims of Disasters and
Calamities (NAPC-VDC) jointly launched “Here Comes the Sun: Climate Justice-based
Recommendations for Protecting Communities from Extreme Heat” on Tuesday.

The new report identifies critical policy and governance gaps hindering the country’s response
to extreme heat, and proposes pathways toward climate accountability, including but not limited
to the immediate passage of House Bill 4420, or the Climate Accountability Bill (CLIMA Bill).1

The report’s findings, gathered through seven focus group discussions conducted in Navotas,
Bataan, Laguna, Siargao, Eastern Samar, Tacloban City, and Cadiz City, were presented during
a media forum in Quezon City.

It features a case study of 71 fisherfolk across Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao.

Fisherfolk consistently rank among the poorest of the 14 basic sectors, with a poverty incidence
of around 27.4 percent to 30.6 percent, nearly double than the national baseline of 15.1 percent,
according to the Philippine Statistics Authority.

The analysis highlights how worsening extreme heat is increasingly threatening the health,
livelihoods, and overall wellbeing of fishing communities.

While the Philippine government has existing policies and programs that include heat as one of
their triggers, the report finds that it lacks an overarching policy that addresses heat stress as a
holistic phenomenon.

The report also notes that the country’s disaster response and climate financing policy
architecture related to heat stress remains fragmented across sectors, limiting the government’s
ability to respond effectively.

Critical gaps likewise persist in treating heat stress as a climate justice issue that requires
coordinated, adequately funded responses.

The report also raises the important question of who should pay for the rising costs of
heat-related loss and damage.

Currently, much of the financial burden still falls on the public and the Philippine government

through growing, increasing the risk of worsening public debt, while allowing the world’s biggest
climate polluters to evade accountability.
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As the Philippines faces increasingly frequent and intense extreme heat driven by climate
change, along with the effects of the ongoing El Nifio phenomenon, the report calls on the
government to urgently:

Fulfill its obligations under the International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion on the
responsibility of states in respect of climate change. This includes the national government to
urgently head the recently filed House Resolution 1074, developing a scientifically defined
criteria for declaring a state of imminent disaster, and President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to certify
as urgent a climate-lensed Magna Carta of Workers in the Informal Economy Bill and CLIMA Bill
to protect vulnerable sectors, with the latter aiming to make climate polluters pay.

Revamp sectoral integration mechanisms beyond “mainstreaming,” toward integrated
governance mechanisms for addressing extreme heat.

Recenter human rights and human wellbeing as the primary organizing principles in sectoral
responses to heat stress.

Pursue climate finance grounded in justice and reparations to address heat stress, ensuring that
those most responsible for the climate crisis bear the costs of climate impacts.
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Spanish government approves scientific panel to tackle climate change
By: Rafael Salido

The Council of Ministers has approved the creation of an expert body to produce independent
reports guiding public policy on climate change. Recruitment will open this summer and the
panel is due to start work in the autumn.

On Tuesday the Council of Ministers approved the creation of a Scientific Panel on Action
against Climate Change, a new advisory body that will provide "independent analysis" and
"multidisciplinary analysis" to support the development of public policies related to the climate
emergency.

"This working group will provide independent, rigorous and multidisciplinary analysis in
response to the needs raised by government departments and will strengthen the integration of
expert knowledge into public decision-making," the Ministry of Science, Innovation and
Universities said in a statement (source in Spanish).

The initiative, led by the Ministry of Science, Innovation and Universities and the Ministry for
Ecological Transition and Demographic Challenge, envisages that the team of experts will be in
place in the autumn.

The announcement comes as Spain battles an unprecedented wave of wildfires, including the
Avila forest fire, which has devastated more than 77,000 hectares of forest land and is already
the largest ever recorded in the country's history. According to the government's latest figures,
more than 63,000 people have had to be evacuated and a further 35,000 remain confined to
their homes.

According to the latest situation report (source in Spanish) from the Ministry for Ecological
Transition, the forest area affected by wildfires since the beginning of the year in Spain already
stands at 172,396 hectares, virtually half the total that burned in the country in 2025. The cost of
the wave of fires in Spain could reach 3.275 billion euros in firefighting operations alone.

Response protocols and possible scenarios

According to the government, the new working group will issue "reports on scientific evidence
and proposals for response protocols" and will outline "future scenarios arising from climate
change". Following the approval of the agreement, the process of selecting the scientific staff
who will make up the panel's functional structure will open over the summer.

Other responsibilities include drawing up response protocols and answering queries to guide

public policies both in normal circumstances and during "crises and emergencies”. It will also
carry out foresight exercises to anticipate future scenarios arising from the climate emergency.
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The panel's governance will be organised at two levels. On the one hand, an organisational and
technical committee will be responsible for directing the work, co-ordinating the process of
selecting experts and channelling requests for reports. On the other, a scientific council will be in
charge of producing studies and specialised advice.

This council will be made up of ten researchers "of recognised standing", from disciplines such
as climate science, ecology, geography, water resources, sustainable agriculture, health, the
marine environment, engineering for the ecological transition, environmental law, environmental
sociology and behavioural sciences.

The creation of the panel delivers on the first pillar of the State Pact on the Climate Emergency,
presented by the government in September 2025. According to the government, the proposal
was refined through a participatory process that received almost 4,000 contributions from
around 1,300 stakeholders.

GMA NEWS

SONA 2026: Climate groups flag absence of key issues like El Nifo, active transport;
r nuclear power, ener ncern
By: Lou Albano

President Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr. delivered his fifth State of the Nation Address
(SONA) on Monday, touching on his administration's accomplishments, including what's been
done with the flood control issue, which he first brought to light in SONA 2025, the measures his
government has undertaken to ease the impacts of the oil crisis, a push to EV public transport,
modern waste management practices, and nuclear energy production in support of the country's
transition to clean energy and energy independence.

But climate advocates noted the President left out key issues including Super El Nifio, which is
already present in the tropical pacific.

"There is a Super El Nifio coming to our country during the final months of 2026, which is
usually the time of the year when strong typhoons also hit in recent years. Yet the closest to a
plan to address this that the President said in his speech is the construction of more evacuation
centers," JL Algo, the national coordinator of Aksyon Klima Pilipinas said in a statement.

In a recent media briefing organized by the Institute for Climate and Sustainable Cities, climate
science adviser Lourdes Tibia said the country will feel the brunt of the Super El Nifio beginning
October.

"There will be a less number of cyclones in latter 2026 but they can be of typhoon or super
typhoon category," she said. "Dry spells will likely start in November and if El Nifio will persist up
to 2027, the warm season of next year will be warmer," Tibia said.
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Said Fr. Edwin Gariguez, the lead convenor of Protect VIP, "The SONA missed the opportunity
to outline concrete actions on environmental protection. There were no significant
announcements on addressing climate change or the upcoming super EIl Nifio."

Waste Management, Energy Concerns

During SONA, Marcos made a push to amend the 25-year-old Ecological Solid Waste
Management Act to align with modern waste management practices like waste-to-energy (WTE)
and waste treatment technologies.

He also mentioned how it is time to revisit nuclear energy production to boost the country's
power supply and bring down power rates.

But Algo said these aren't the answer, pointing to "the adverse impacts of WTE on the
environment and communities, such as the situation in the Smokey Mountain area."

"The likes of waste-to-energy and nuclear power have taken center stage in BBM'’s priorities,
while renewables were basically deemphasized," he said.

According to the Asian Peoples' Movement on Debt and Development (APMDD), "pitching
nuclear power as a quick fix for high power bills is a dangerous distraction that misleads the
public. In reality, nuclear energy is too slow, vastly expensive, and inherently unsafe."

APMDD added that the Department of Energy's (DOE) draft tender rules for pioneer nuclear
plants still"puts private profits ahead of consumer protection and renewable energy progress."

"While the administration pitches nuclear energy as a future solution, the proposed framework
threatens to lock the country into exorbitant power rates, squeeze out cheaper renewables, and
burden taxpayers with multi-billion-dollar liabilities for decades," APMDD said as it highlighted
the "physical hazards of nuclear power" to a country like the Philippines, an archipelagic nation
situated on the Pacific Ring of Fire.

"The Philippines is riddled with active fault lines and frequently battered by super typhoons.
Siting reactors and storing volatile radioactive waste in regions prone to earthquakes and storm
surges invites catastrophic risk. A single seismic event could trigger radiological contamination,
devastate marine ecosystems, and destroy local livelihoods," it said.

In his speech, the President also called to amend the Electric Power Industry Reform Act
(EPIRA) to put a stop to system loss charges, including an accompanying value-added tax

(VAT), from being passed on to consumers.

It received the loudest applause but Greenpeace Philippines in a statement said the President
"must go beyond lowering electricity prices and reforming EPIRA."
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"Reviewing EPIRA is a good start, but it is not enough. Energy reform must go beyond this by
accelerating a just transition to renewable energy, modernizing the grid, and removing barriers,"
Greenpeace Philippines campaigner Jefferson Chua said.

“Filipinos deserve lower electricity bills, and the President is right to recognize that. We welcome
efforts to expand renewables because they put clean energy directly into the hands of Filipino
communities. But these gains will be undermined if the government continues to pursue nuclear
power, fossil gas, and waste-to-energy—costly and hazardous false solutions that deepen
Filipinos’ exposure to volatile global markets, health hazards, and environmental degradation,"
he added.

"These false solutions, like fossil gas and burning waste, are just delaying our transition to
renewable energy and placing millions of Filipinos firmly in the hands of foreign and corporate
interests," Chua said, adding that the Philippines is already "rich in resources that can power our
future."

"Investing in local solar, wind, and modern renewable infrastructure shields consumers from
unpredictable global fuel prices, generates sustainable green jobs, and builds a truly resilient
economy from the ground up," he said.

Transport

Meanwhile, the President made sure to mention the government's efforts to cushion the oil crisis
as well as his push for public transportation to shift to EVs. But the conveners of the Mobility
Awards noted the omission of active transport like cycling and walking in the SONA.

Referencing a recent Pulse Asia survey which revealed 94% of Filipinos supporting safer and
wider bicycle lanes and walkways, Amber Garma, the national coordinator for the Mobility
Awards said, "by ignoring active transport, the SONA has turned its back on the 94% carless
majority."

“For millions of workers, walking and cycling are not lifestyle choices—they are financial lifelines
that drive daily productivity. It is deeply frustrating that our highest leadership continues to
neglect the safety and welfare of the carless majority, while funding and infrastructure remain
heavily skewed toward the 6% who own private cars," she added.

Pax Silica

In his SONA speech, Marcos said that Pax Silica Industrial Hub will benefit Filipinos by providing
quality jobs.

The Al-focused industrial complex spanning 1,600 hectares in New Clark City in Tarlac—"will

create an eco-system that will have Al at its core. It will bring quality jobs to our people,
accelerate our industrial competitiveness, and revitalize our economy.”
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But according to Greenpeace, the vision "raises questions about how the country’s growing
energy demand will be met, and whether Filipinos will ultimately end up bearing the burden of
higher electricity prices."

"If Pax Silica becomes another justification for depending on false solutions, it will lock Filipinos
into the same fossil fuel dependence and environmental harm that the President claims to be
fighting. Filipinos should not be made to subsidize the energy demands of a foreign-led Al
supply chain while they continue to struggle with expensive and unreliable electricity," Chua
said.
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The critical role of mangroves in coastal defense and climate change mitigation
By Henrylito D. Tacio

Each year, on July 26, the world commemorates the International Day for the Conservation of
the Mangrove Ecosystem. The observance was established by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to raise global awareness of the importance of
mangrove forests and promote their sustainable management and protection.

Mangroves are communities of trees that grow on tidal flats in coastal waters and extend inland
along rivers where the water is tidal, saline, or brackish. “There are 25 to 30 species of true
mangrove trees and an equal number of associated species,” said Dr. Miguel Fortes, the late
professor at the Marine Science Institute of the University of the Philippines Diliman College of
Science.

Dr. Theresa Mundita Lim, former director of the Biodiversity Management Bureau, said the
agency has identified 42 mangrove species in the country, with notable diversity in regions such
as Bohol, which hosts between 26 and 34 species.

True mangrove species grow exclusively in mangrove environments, while associated species
may also thrive in beach forest and lowland areas.

“‘Mangroves form one of the most important tropical habitats that support many species, and
their loss can affect marine and terrestrial biodiversity much more widely,” said Beth Polidoro,
who led the first global assessment of the conservation status of mangroves.

Mangrove trees and shrubs are specially adapted to thrive in coastal intertidal areas, such as
tidal estuaries, mudflats, and muddy shorelines. They are integral components of coastal
ecosystems, which also include seagrass beds and coral reefs.

“‘Mangroves are like the kindergarten, seagrasses are the secondary schools, and coral reefs
are the high schools and colleges for fishes. And, once the fishes graduate from university, they
return to kindergarten to spawn,” said Khun Psit, cofounder of Thailand’s Yad Fon mangrove
preservation project.

Dr. Severino G. Salmo lll, associate professor at the Institute of Biology of the University of the
Philippines Diliman College of Science, agrees.

“Mangroves are known habitats for various fauna, including fishes. They are excellent feeding,

nursery, and rearing grounds. Most fishes spend at least a portion of their life cycle in
mangroves. Fishes are therefore dependent on the presence and health of mangroves.”
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Explaining how mangroves support fish and other marine life, Salmo said: “The vertical and
horizontal vegetation strata of mangroves provide an excellent habitat for fishes. Mangroves are
highly productive ecosystems that provide food for fishes. The turbid waters provide protection
for juvenile fish against predation.”

Mangroves also play a vital role in addressing climate change. They absorb and store carbon
dioxide from the atmosphere, helping reduce greenhouse gas levels.

Mangroves’ ability to sequester carbon can be up to four times greater than that of tropical
rainforests. Scientists attribute this to their unique anaerobic soil conditions, which slow the
breakdown of organic matter and allow carbon-rich sediments to accumulate over time.

As mangroves grow, researchers say they absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere to build
their biomass. When they die, much of that carbon remains trapped in the soil, contributing to
what is known as “blue carbon.”

Despite their ecological and economic benefits, mangroves are under severe threat. According
to Fortes, the Philippines has suffered a 75 percent reduction in mangrove cover, largely due to
the establishment of fishponds, charcoal production, industrial development, land reclamation,
and pollution.

The decline of mangroves is bad news for Filipinos, for whom fish is a staple source of protein.
As mangrove habitats shrink, fish catches in the open seas are also expected to decline.

“When mangroves are disturbed or lost, it automatically translates to the reduction or loss of
habitat and source of food for fishes,” Salmo said.

“We are known as one of the world’s mangrove biodiversity centers,” Salmo said. “There are
commonly known species from the genera Avicennia, Sonneratia, Rhizophora, among others.”

A number of these mangrove species are disappearing. According to the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List, the world’s most comprehensive inventory of species’
conservation status, Camptostemon philippinensis is classified as endangered, Ceriops
decandra as near-threatened, and Avicennia rumphiana as vulnerable.

Recent analyses of satellite imagery show that Mindanao has the country’s largest mangrove
area, accounting for 29 percent of the national total, while Luzon and Mindoro have the least.
Most old-growth mangrove forests are found in Mindanao, with 4,582 hectares, and Palawan,
with 5,317 hectares.

Mangrove forests grow where saltwater meets the shore in tropical and subtropical regions,

forming an interface between terrestrial, freshwater, and marine ecosystems. These forests
provide at least US$1.6 billion in ecosystem services each year.

19



“The loss of mangroves will have devastating economic and environmental consequences,” said
Greg Stone, senior vice president of Marine Programs at Conservation International. “These
ecosystems are not only a vital component in efforts to fight climate change, but they also
protect some of the world’s most vulnerable people from extreme weather and provide them
with a source of food and income.”

There is also encouraging news. In 2025, 16 of the country’s 26 marine protected areas with
mangroves were reported to be in good to excellent condition, according to the Biodiversity
Management and Monitoring Systems & Marine Protected Area Network. However, two marine
protected areas recorded a notable decline in mangrove cover from 2024 to 2025.

In Tinambac, Camarines Sur, reports indicate that mangrove reforestation has increased local
fish catches. The restored mangrove forest has also brought back red snapper species, which
had disappeared because of habitat loss.

On Pangangan Island off Calape, Bohol, residents have found that mangroves serve as a
natural barrier protecting the island’s only road connection to the mainland from typhoon
damage. The four-kilometer causeway is shielded by mangroves planted in recent decades by
local schoolchildren.

“While considerable gains have been made,” Lim said, “challenges remain as a result of

increasing population and growing urban and rural development. If our coastal ecosystems are
damaged beyond restoration, these would have profound consequences for Philippine society.”
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UN NEWS

Climate alarm ‘blaring from every direction’

“The climate alarm is blaring from every direction,” said UN Climate Change Executive
Secretary Simon Stiell in a statement.

Why it matters

e Over 250,000 hectares of land in Europe has burned, with 1,254 fires detected since the
start of 2026

e Record-breaking wildfires are tearing through France, Spain and other parts of Europe,
forcing mass evacuations and hammering regional and national economies, follow brutal
heatwaves that have dried out landscapes

e In North Africa, temperatures are approaching 49°C, putting lives and livelihoods in
grave jeopardy, and putting hospitals and power systems under severe strain
In Chile, deadly storms have destroyed homes and lives
In Japan, records are tumbling as temperatures soar, now reaching the longest 40°C
heat streak ever recorded.

Clear solutions

Mr. Stiell said these “spiralling disasters” are now the lived reality for billions in a world getting
rapidly hotter as humanity moves too slowly from fossil fuels to clean energy — and fails to
sufficiently protect forests.

The science on the cause is unequivocal, he explained, emphasising that global heating, driven
by humanity burning “colossal amounts” of coal, oil and gas, is making protracted heatwaves,
severe floods and violent mega-storms more frequent, more intense and more costly.

“What needs to be done is equally clear: leave coal, oil and gas behind faster, scale up
renewables and protect people where the impacts are already hitting hardest,” Mr. Stiell said.

Many vulnerable countries on the frontlines need support to move at the speed and scale
necessary, to avert disaster.

Wildfires’ far reach

In 2023, dangerous smoke from Canadian wildfires wafted across the northeastern United
States and then across the Atlantic Ocean, causing health threats while demonstrating their far
reach.

This summer, Canada’s wildfires have again cast a pall of orange smoke pollution across the
skies of New York state, leading to air quality warnings across the region.
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Indeed, smoke from wildfires can travel thousands of kilometres, crossing borders, oceans and
continents. Understanding where it will go next has become an increasingly important scientific
challenge, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has reported.

Understanding and addressing the threat wildfire smoke poses is paramount. Advance warning
is important so governments and communities can implement timely protective measures.

Early warnings are key

WMO said that reliable monitoring, forecasting, cross-border data sharing and early warnings
are critical to protect lives, livelihoods and ecosystems.

Through the Early Warnings for All initiative, WMO is advancing these efforts by promoting

standardised frameworks, enhancing interoperability and fostering international collaboration on
fire weather services.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:

THE MANILA TIMES

Lake Sebu grows the seeds of food sustainability., climate resilience

Lake Sebu, a town in South Cotabato province named after the body of water that it
encompasses, has long been celebrated as the eco-cultural capital of southern Mindanao. It is
also the watershed that irrigates farmlands not only in South Cotabato, but also in Sultan
Kudarat province.

Located about a thousand meters above sea level, Lake Sebu’s highland geography features
rainforests and breathtaking natural scenery, earning it praise from the Lonely Planet television
documentary series as a community nestled in a “bowl of forests and mountains.”

Recently, Lake Sebu reaped more acclaim after it was recognized as the Philippines’ first United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Village. The town joins a growing global
network of 300 rural communities “whose local solutions are helping shape the future of
sustainable agrifood systems,” the UN said.

Launched in 2025, the FAO Villages Recognition Initiative honors rural communities “that are
advancing sustainable agrifood systems, conserving biodiversity, preserving food traditions and
local knowledge, and fostering inclusive rural transformation.”

Mario Samaja, who spearheaded the development of the FAO Villages Recognition Initiative,
said Lake Sebu’s agrifood systems “encompass the interconnected components involved in the
journey that brings food and nonfood agriculture products like abaca from farm to consumers.”

The success of Lake Sebu’s agrifood chain is attributed to the T’boli and Ubo-Manobo, two
Indigenous groups that have been the joint stewards of the town’s traditional rice and crop
varieties, forests, lakes and cultural lore.

Isolated from the lowlands, the two tribes have resisted external influences, allowing them to not
only co-exist, but also preserve their cultural heritage.

This remarkable collaboration is evident in Sitio EI Lumet in Luhib village, where community
seed banks, rice breeding and improved seed conservation ensure that 102 “heirloom” rice

varieties thrive in the face of climate challenges.

“Our traditional crops are not just food. They are our life. They are our ancestors’ legacy, and
our children’s inheritance. They are our living treasure,” one Lake Sebu farmer said.

Rice seedlings from Lake Sebu have been sent to the Philippine Rice Research Institute
Genebank in the Science City of Mufioz, Nueva Ecija province, for conservation.
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Sharing the spotlight are the T'Boli women who have preserved the art of T'Nalak weaving.
These “dreamweavers” look to Fu Dalu, the god of abaca, for inspiration and guidance in
weaving colorful and ornate T'Nalak designs.

‘I learned that being a woman is not a hindrance. When our enterprise was built, | stood up for
our women members so we will have our processing center,” said Chita Sulan, president of the
Lake Sebu Indigenous Women and Farmers Association, composed of more than 100 women
weavers and farmers.

At the unveiling of the FAO Village marker at the Lake Sebu Rice Museum on July 16, Climate
Change Commission Vice Chairman and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said the
recognition highlighted how local communities could provide practical models for adapting to
climate change.

“Something worth strengthening. Something worth protecting. Something from which the rest of
the world can continue to learn. In that sense, this recognition is not only about Lake Sebu. It is
also about our shared responsibility,” Borje said.

“Not that Lake Sebu is perfect. Not that every challenge has already been overcome. Rather,
that this community continues to demonstrate something the world needs to see more of — that
development, culture, food systems and environmental stewardship need not compete with one
another. They can strengthen one another,” he added.

Borje also believes adaptation “cannot remain a document in Manila. It must live in
communities. Ultimately, adaptation is an act of confidence that communities deserve not merely
to survive change but to shape it according to their own values.”

Lionel Dabbadie, the FAO’s representative in the Philippines, believes the significance of the
recognition extends far beyond Lake Sebu: “Some places are recognized for what they have
achieved. Others are recognized because they hold solutions the world urgently needs. Lake
Sebu is both.”

What Lake Sebu has achieved highlights the fact that effective solutions for sustainable food
systems are not always provided by modern-day technologies. Some are already being
practiced by rural communities that have long ago learned how to live in harmony with nature

while preserving their cultural identity.

=END=
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