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●​ Wildfires spread in Greece and Turkiye as EU chief urges climate action 
●​ LPA, easterlies to bring cloudy skies, scattered rains over parts of Luzon 
●​ LPA to continue bringing rains over parts of Luzon, Western Visayas 
●​ WALANG PASOK: Class suspensions for Thursday, July 30, 2026 
●​ Kenyan teen leads charge on tree planting and climate awareness 
●​ Nutrition, climate action seen as key to food security, healthier Filipinos 
●​ Low-pressure area brings midweek rains to parts of Luzon 
●​ Organic eggs have worse impact on climate than eggs from caged chickens 
●​ Climate change is likely worsening childhood malaria, study finds 

 
CCC IN THE NEWS: 

 
●​ Climate forum turns national plans into local action 
●​ CCC welcomes PH’s first-in-region $6.78-M GCF readiness grant to accelerate local 

climate action 
●​ CCC: $6.78-M Green Climate Fund grant to boost climate resilience 

 
AL JAZEERA 
 
Wildfires spread in Greece and Turkiye as EU chief urges climate action 
 
The bloc’s crisis management chief calls for more investment and plans to be accelerated as an 
ominous heatwave looms. 
 
GMA NEWS 
 
LPA, easterlies to bring cloudy skies, scattered rains over parts of Luzon 
 
The Low Pressure Area (LPA) and the easterlies will bring cloudy skies with scattered rains over 
Luzon on Thursday, PAGASA reported. 
 
LPA to continue bringing rains over parts of Luzon, Western Visayas 
 
The low pressure area (LPA) will continue to bring rains over parts of Luzon before exiting the 
island group on Thursday, PAGASA said on Wednesday afternoon. 
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WALANG PASOK: Class suspensions for Thursday, July 30, 2026 
 
Several local government units have declared the suspension of classes on Thursday, July 30, 
2026 due to inclement weather and for safety, security reasons. 
 
MONGABAY 
 
Kenyan teen leads charge on tree planting and climate awareness 
By: Lynet Otieno 
 
Baraka Moruri has been passionate about the environment since he was 6. Now 13, the Kenyan 
climate champion says he has planted more than 7,600 trees with the help of family, friends and 
private organizations. “My goal is unlimited. I want to plant over 1 million trees before I turn 18,” 
he says. 
 
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
Nutrition, climate action seen as key to food security, healthier Filipinos 
By: Marie Joy S. Carbungco 
 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga (PIA) — Government agencies are strengthening the 
integration of nutrition and environmental protection to improve food security, reduce 
malnutrition, and build climate-resilient communities, officials said during the celebration of the 
2026 Nutrition Month and Nutri-Trade Fair in this city.  
 
PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
Low-pressure area brings midweek rains to parts of Luzon 
By: Ian Laqui 
 
MANILA, Philippines — Metro Manila and parts of Luzon may experience rains due to a low 
pressure area, the state weather bureau said Wednesday, July 29. 
 
THE GUARDIAN 
 
Organic eggs have worse impact on climate than eggs from caged chickens 
By: Damien Gayle 
Adopting organic free-range model in UK could lead to greenhouse emissions equivalent to 
2,316,000 tonnes of CO2, study suggests 
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YALE NEWS 
 
Climate change is likely worsening childhood malaria, study finds 
By: Meg Dalton 
 
In a new study, Yale researchers found that hot temperatures and extreme precipitation are 
probably increasing the prevalence of malaria in parts of Africa. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY GUARDIAN 
 
Climate forum turns national plans into local action 
 
MANILA — The Climate Change Commission convened national leaders and key stakeholders 
at the National Climate Resilience Forum 2026 to accelerate local climate action and strengthen 
community resilience. 
 
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
CCC welcomes PH’s first-in-region $6.78-M GCF readiness grant to accelerate local 
climate action 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) welcomed the Philippine government’s successful 
securing of a $6.78-million (approximately ₱418 million) technical assistance grant from the 
Green Climate Fund (GCF), an international backing to help boost local climate action in the 
country. 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
CCC: $6.78-M Green Climate Fund grant to boost climate resilience 
By: Marita Moaje 
 
MANILA – The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has welcomed the Philippine government's 
successful bid for a USD6.78 million, about PHP418 million, technical assistance grant from the 
Green Climate Fund (GCF). 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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AL JAZEERA 
 
Wildfires spread in Greece and Turkiye as EU chief urges climate action 
 
The bloc’s crisis management chief calls for more investment and plans to be accelerated as an 
ominous heatwave looms. 
 
Wildfires also broke out across western Turkiye on Wednesday, destroying homes, shutting 
down roads and forcing people to evacuate their homes, local media reported. 
 
The European Union’s crisis management commissioner says the bloc needs to invest more in 
tackling climate change and accelerate its response, as France and Spain prepare for another 
crippling heatwave that could ignite new wildfires and intensify existing blazes. 
 
Hadja Lahbib said the EU must ensure its climate strategy remains in lockstep with realities on 
the ground, as global warming advances faster than scientists previously projected. She has 
called for increased funding, better education on fire risk and a renewed focus on forest 
management. 
 
“Climate change is accelerating. So our response must evolve just as quickly,” Lahbib told 
Reuters. 
 
“We must prepare for risks before disasters strike and not simply react afterwards.” 
 
Lahbib’s comments come as devastating wildfires continue to burn across parts of France and 
Spain, forcing the evacuation of 330,000 people. 
 
French Interior Minister Laurent Nunez said the country has “very likely” carried out its largest 
civilian evacuation outside of wartime. Around 220,000 people have so far been evacuated in 
France, and more than 110,000 in Spain have fled their homes. 
 
Europe is the world’s fastest-warming continent. As temperatures rise, evidence continues to 
emerge that climate change could have severe economic consequences. The annual Lancet 
Countdown on Health and Climate Change found that Europe is woefully unprepared for the 
health impacts of global warming. 
 
‘Extreme’ risk 
Authorities in France’s southwestern Gironde region said they were able to keep the wildfires 
under control overnight from Tuesday into Wednesday. Gironde is the worst-affected area in 
France. More than 42,000 hectares have burned, an area roughly four times the size of Paris. 
 
The fires in Gironde may have slowed, but they have not been contained. Another approaching 
heatwave is causing anxiety among officials and residents, who fear the situation could soon 
become far more volatile. 
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Temperatures in the area were expected to reach as high as 42C (108F) on Wednesday, while 
dry winds are likely to fuel the wildfires, Gironde Prefect Sophie Brocas said. 
 
Neighbouring Spain is also grappling with several blazes, but progress has been made, allowing 
thousands to return to their homes. Spain’s national weather agency has warned that the risk of 
wildfires will be “very high or extreme in most of the country”. 
 
In Pelayos de la Presa, 80km southwest of Madrid, people returned to severely damaged 
homes that had to be demolished. “It’s a real disaster. Just look at what happened, the state 
everything’s in. All my memories, I had everything here. My father built it 40 years ago and now 
everything’s gone,” David Fernandez told the AFP news agency. 
 
Spain’s Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said on Wednesday that the coming hours would be 
“decisive” for ending the fires in his country. 
 
“I believe the next 12 hours will be very important, they will be decisive for consolidating the 
work that has been done” by firefighters, he told reporters in the town of Navalcarnero near the 
fire zone. 
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GMA NEWS 
 
LPA, easterlies to bring cloudy skies, scattered rains over parts of Luzon 
 
The Low Pressure Area (LPA) and the easterlies will bring cloudy skies with scattered rains over 
Luzon on Thursday, PAGASA reported. 
 
Forecast Weather Conditions 
 
Metro Manila, Ilocos Region, Cordillera Administrative Region, Central Luzon, and 
CALABARZON will have cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms due to the LPA 
while flash floods or landslides may occur due to moderate to at times heavy rains. 
 
Cagayan Valley will have cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms due to the 
easterlies while flash floods or landslides may occur due to moderate to at times heavy rains. 
 
The rest of the country will have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or 
thunderstorms due to localized thunderstorms while flash floods or landslides may occur during 
severe thunderstorms. 
 
Forecast Wind and Coastal Water Conditions 
 
The wind speed forecast for Mindanao is light to moderate moving in the south to southwest 
direction while coastal waters are slight to moderate. 
 
The wind speed forecast for Southern Luzon and Visayas is light to moderate moving in the 
southwest to southeast direction while coastal waters will be light to moderate. 
 
The rest of Luzon will have light to moderate wind speed moving in the east to southeast while 
coastal waters will be slight to moderate. 
 
Sunrise will be at 5:39 a.m., sunset at 6:26 p.m. — BAP, GMA News 
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LPA to continue bringing rains over parts of Luzon, Western Visayas 
 
The low pressure area (LPA) will continue to bring rains over parts of Luzon before exiting the 
island group on Thursday, PAGASA said on Wednesday afternoon. 
 
PAGASA weather specialist Benison Estareja said the LPA is expected to move 
west-northwestward over the next 12 hours and will likely emerge over the West Philippine Sea 
by Thursday morning. 
 
Estareja said there is also a possibility that the LPA will dissipate before moving away from 
Luzon. 
 
As of 3 p.m., the LPA was located near Macalelon, Quezon. 
 
Over the next 24 hours, Metro Manila, Central Luzon, CALABARZON, MIMAROPA, Bicol 
Region, Western Visayas, Quirino, Nueva Vizcaya, Benguet, La Union, and Pangasinan will 
experience cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms due to the LPA. 
 
The rest of Luzon will also experience cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms due 
to the easterlies. 
 
Localized thunderstorms will affect the rest of the country. 
 
Meanwhile, PAGASA is also monitoring another LPA outside the Philippine Area of 
Responsibility (PAR). 
 
As of 3 p.m., the weather system was located 1,755 kilometers east of southeastern Luzon. 
 
Estareja said the LPA is unlikely to develop into a tropical cyclone and is not expected to directly 
affect any part of the country. —Jean Mangaluz/VBL, GMA News 
 
WALANG PASOK: Class suspensions for Thursday, July 30, 2026 
 
Several local government units have declared the suspension of classes on Thursday, July 30, 
2026 due to inclement weather and for safety, security reasons. 
 
The towns/cities that suspended classes are: 
 
San Miguel, Bulacan - Kinder to High School, public and private 
 
Naujan, Oriental Mindoro (Districts 7 and 8) - All levels, public and private 
 
Refresh this page for updates. — BAP, GMA News 
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MONGABAY 
 
Kenyan teen leads charge on tree planting and climate awareness 
By: Lynet Otieno 
 
Baraka Moruri has been passionate about the environment since he was 6. Now 13, the Kenyan 
climate champion says he has planted more than 7,600 trees with the help of family, friends and 
private organizations. “My goal is unlimited. I want to plant over 1 million trees before I turn 18,” 
he says. 
 
On March 20 this year, Baraka and his family launched Go Green with Baraka, a book calling for 
young people in Africa to lead in protecting the environment. 
 
Baraka is Little Mister Environment Kenya, and the ambassador of Plant Your Age, an initiative 
started by the Green Africa Foundation following the death in 2011 of Nobel Peace laureate 
Wangari Maathai at the age of 71. Her work inspired him to become involved in climate action. 
 
“Once, as I was doing my agriculture class assignment that involved researching about Prof 
Wangari Maathai, I watched a video in which she was being denied her rights. She later won a 
global award because of her love for the environment,” Baraka says. 
 
The impacts of climate change fall especially hard on children in countries like Kenya. The 
newly released “Children’s Climate Risk Report” by UNICEF describes how children in East and 
Southern Africa are exposed to overlapping climate shocks. 
 
“Over 65 million children, close to one in four, are already exposed to three or more overlapping 
climate hazards, from droughts and fires to floods and tropical storms,” it says. 
 
These climate shocks, the report says, are increasingly affecting the essential services that 
children rely on for survival, health and learning, including critical water and sanitation systems. 
 
“During floods or heat waves we cannot concentrate in school or get involved in extracurricular 
activities,” Baraka says. 
 
Events like the March 2026 floods that killed 110 people and displaced 34,700 in Kenya spurred 
Baraka’s concern for the impact of climate change on his country. 
 
“We could not see our friends. It killed many people. It basically made me to realize that Kenya 
needs to take climate change more seriously because floods are caused by something that can 
be mitigated,” he says. 
 
Baraka started planting trees four years ago, at the age of 9. He involves friends, family and 
fellow students in tree-planting activities. They’ve planted fruit and other trees in schools, 
wellness sanctuaries, and a national forest in Nairobi, as well in rural areas around the city. 
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Baraka has also influenced his grandmother, who has set land aside for planting trees. 
 
“She is basically fighting climate change because I took my time to tell her about the science 
behind it. Basically, everyone in my family, and friends who have been coming to my events 
knows about climate change,” he says. 
 
In November 2023, Baraka was joined by at least 700 of these fellow enthusiasts for a climate 
change walk, after which they planted more than 2,000 trees. 
 
Baraka has been told he’s too young to understand climate change. But Baraka, whose name 
means “blessing” in Swahili, says he can see the impacts with his own eyes. 
 
“In the [usual] dry season it rains, and what used to be wet seasons now are prolonged dry 
weather. Farmers don’t know when to plant. This is detrimental to food security,” he tells 
Mongabay. 
 
According to the “Africa Climate Awareness Report 2023,” people in African countries are 
largely aware of climate change. But there’s a gap for younger generations. “Older respondents 
were generally more aware of the impact of climate change than young people,” the report 
authors wrote. 
 
Baraka says he wants more children to be actively involved in climate action. “Leaders should 
not leave us behind. We also have ideas and energy on how to combat climate change,” he 
said. 
 
He says he wants to attend the COP31 U.N. climate summit, taking place this November in 
Türkiye, to deliver the same message to world leaders at the annual talks. “I am not the only 
child championing climate action. If we work consistently, more children will have hope,” he 
adds. 
 
A 2025 study by Douglas Nyathi, Joram Ndlovu and Thembelihle Nyathi, titled “Youth 
participation in climate action in sub-Saharan Africa: Challenges, gaps and prospects,” finds that 
youths have a hard time obtaining the kind of political and financial support they need to engage 
in climate action. 
 
“I fund almost everything Baraka does,” says Lawrine Moruri, Baraka’s mother. “Initially I lacked 
climate change awareness and only supported him to enjoy his passion. But now I am 
beginning to see where this is going, and the costs it comes with. I am grateful for the few 
friends and institutions that donate trees, and help in several other ways sometimes. But we 
need more support.” 
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The institutions she refers to are Plant Your Age, Green Africa Movement, Safaricom, Equity 
Bank, Safaricom Subcontractors, Lolo Cleaning Services, Fastlink Movers, and the White Star 
school. 
 
According to Collins Otieno, director of the Africa Youth Climate Fund, less than 1% of 
international climate funding goes to youth- and children-led projects. 
 
“We have a system that is designed to ignore youth and children, right from the household to the 
larger society,” he says. 
 
Otieno says he believes children and youth have the right to shape the conversation about 
climate finance, given that the burdens will fall on them. 
 
“Now Africa is negotiating different instruments for climate finance” — at the SB64 U.N. climate 
meeting in Germany — “but who will pay these debts? Children will pay in the form of taxation,” 
he says. 
 
When Baraka visits schools in Nairobi, he simplifies climate change by talking about it in a fun 
way. Planting trees isn’t the only way to help; he tells his peers. 
 
“I talk to them about other options of addressing climate change, including switching to electric 
cars, switching off lights and taps when they are not in use. There are also house plants that 
can help combat climate change,” he says. 
 
Juma Ignatius, senior policy adviser (global) at the Christian charity World Vision International, 
says children’s participation in climate action should include the ability to influence policy. 
 
“Children will live longer than the older generation. We cannot do anything without them. This 
problem is not unique to Kenya,” he tells Mongabay. 
 
Internationally, he says, some platforms, like mini-COPs, and linking children to policymaker’s 
work. “I met a child in Brazil from Solomon Islands, who was articulate at one of the mini-COPs. 
There was another one from Tanzania. But such initiatives are led by CSOs, rather than 
governments,” Ignatius says. 
 
He recommends a standing policy that when coming up with positions for COPs or the Africa 
Ministerial Conference on Environment, children’s perspectives must be included. 
 
Baraka’s work is a drop in the ocean in Kenya’s efforts to plant 15 billion trees by 2030. Before 
he disappears to play, he tells Mongabay that he doesn’t want children to be seen merely as 
vulnerable to climate change effects, but rather as great stakeholders in effective climate action 
locally and abroad. 
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
Nutrition, climate action seen as key to food security, healthier Filipinos 
By: Marie Joy S. Carbungco 
 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga (PIA) — Government agencies are strengthening the 
integration of nutrition and environmental protection to improve food security, reduce 
malnutrition, and build climate-resilient communities, officials said during the celebration of the 
2026 Nutrition Month and Nutri-Trade Fair in this city.  
 
The National Nutrition Council (NNC) Region III, in partnership with the City Government of San 
Fernando and the Regional Nutrition Committee, led the month-long celebration anchored on 
the theme “Nutrisyon at Kalikasan, Ating Pangalagaan,” highlighting the close link between 
nutrition, sustainable food systems, and environmental stewardship. 
 
In a video message delivered during the program, President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. 
underscored that protecting the environment is essential to ensuring the country’s food security 
and improving the health of Filipinos. 
 
“We cannot cultivate a healthy population on a sick planet. Shifting to sustainable diets, slashing 
food waste, and backing our local climate-smart farmers are no longer optional lifestyle choices 
but strategic national imperatives,” the President said. 
 
Marcos also called for a whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach to address 
malnutrition.  
 
“We must pursue cooperation, leverage public-private partnerships, spark green investments, 
and deploy data-driven innovations that protect both our landscapes and our economy,” he said. 
 
NNC Officer-in-Charge Executive Director Rosalina U. Bascao said climate change and food 
insecurity continue to threaten the nutritional well-being of communities, making environmental 
protection a vital component of nutrition governance. 
 
“The food that nourishes us, the water that sustains us, and the natural resources that support 
our livelihoods are all from the environment we share and depend upon. Protecting our 
environment is no longer just an ecological responsibility—it is a nutritional responsibility,” 
Bascao said. 
 
Representing Mayor Vilma B. Caluag, City Administrator Atty. Kristiannico Abad reaffirmed the 
City Government of San Fernando’s commitment to strengthening nutrition programs through 
innovation and grassroots participation.  
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“Patuloy po ang pag-iisip natin ng mga bagong inobasyon upang magkaroon ng sapat na 
nutrisyon, hindi lamang po sa mga mag-aaral kundi para sa lahat,” he said, while recognizing 
the dedication of barangay nutrition scholars and barangay health workers. 
 
Representatives from the Department of Health-Central Luzon said this year’s Nutrition Month 
celebration also advances the country’s commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals, 
particularly zero hunger, good health and well-being, and climate action, stressing that 
protecting the environment also means protecting people’s health. 
 
NNC Region III Nutrition Program Coordinator Ana Maria B. Rosaldo said the campaign 
reinforces the implementation of the Philippine Plan of Action for Nutrition (PPAN) 2023–2028, 
the country’s roadmap for improving the nutritional status of Filipinos through coordinated 
interventions. 
 
“Ang ating Philippine Plan of Action for Nutrition o PPAN 2023–2028 ang nagsisilbing roadmap 
ng ating bansa para mapabuti ang katayuan ng nutrisyon ng mga Pilipino. Isinusulong nito ang 
ating layunin na ‘Nutrisyon Sapat, Para sa Lahat,’ na nagbibigay-diin sa sapat na nutrisyon para 
sa bawat Pilipino,” Rosaldo said. 
 
Meanwhile, NNC Region III Nutrition Officer II Angelita M. Pasos urged families to reduce food 
waste, plan meals wisely, and consume food responsibly, noting that child stunting remains a 
major nutrition concern because it affects not only a child’s physical growth but also brain 
development.  
 
She emphasized that “climate action is nutrition action,” stressing that protecting the 
environment is also an investment in the country’s future nutrition security. 
 
The Nutri-Trade Fair features nutrition education activities, healthy food exhibits, and 
government services promoting sustainable food systems and responsible consumption.  
 
Officials said the initiative supports the Marcos administration’s Bagong Pilipinas agenda by 
strengthening food security, improving public health, and building climate-resilient communities 
through a whole-of-government approach. (CLJD/MJSC, PIA Region 3-Pampanga)  
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PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
Low-pressure area brings midweek rains to parts of Luzon 
By: Ian Laqui 
 
MANILA, Philippines — Metro Manila and parts of Luzon may experience rains due to a low 
pressure area, the state weather bureau said Wednesday, July 29. 
 
In its weather forecast, PAGASA said the LPA was in the vicinity of Baao, Camarines Sur, but 
was unlikely to develop into a tropical depression. 
 
The LPA may bring cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms over Metro Manila, 
Central Luzon, CALABARZON, the Bicol Region, MIMAROPA and the provinces of Oriental 
Mindoro, Occidental Mindoro, Romblon and Marinduque. 
 
PAGASA warned residents in these areas of possible flash floods or landslides due to moderate 
to at times heavy rains. 
 
Easterlies affecting Luzon. Meanwhile, the easterlies may also bring rains over other parts of 
Luzon. 
 
Cagayan and Isabela may experience cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms due 
to the easterlies. 
 
The Cordillera Administrative Region, Ilocos Region and the rest of Cagayan Valley may expect 
partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or thunderstorms, also due to the 
easterlies. 
 
The rest of the country may experience partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers 
or thunderstorms due to localized thunderstorms. 
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THE GUARDIAN 
 
Organic eggs have worse impact on climate than eggs from caged chickens 
By: Damien Gayle 
Adopting organic free-range model in UK could lead to greenhouse emissions equivalent to 
2,316,000 tonnes of CO2, study suggests 
 
Organic eggs are twice as bad for the climate as eggs from chickens living in cages, research 
suggests. 
 
According to the study, switching the UK’s entire egg production to an organic free-range model 
would lead to greenhouse gas emissions equivalent to 2,316,000 tonnes of CO2 (tCO2e), while 
production through a fully caged system would emit 1,184,000 tCO2e. 
 
This is because organic free-range models need more chickens for the same number of eggs 
produced, as birds living in cages tend to be more efficient. 
 
Organic free-range production also scored worst in its potential for water eutrophication, 
acidification and land use. Chicken mortality was also highest in organic free range farming, the 
researchers said. 
 
However, the study used data from 2009-2010, which the researchers acknowledged as a 
limitation as it did not capture more recent developments in egg production. The research also 
did not take into account other environmental impacts such as pesticides or biodiversity. 
 
Laying hens are the largest group of animals kept in cages across the world, and global egg 
consumption is going up, making their treatment an important welfare consideration, said Dr 
Harriet Bartlett, one of the authors of the study. 
 
“I’d say perhaps it’s also a little bit of a blind spot when we talk about sustainability,” she added. 
“Meat and dairy get a bit more attention, talking about environmental sustainability, whereas 
[egg production] hasn’t been as researched.” 
 
Bartlett is the senior research associate at Oxford University’s Smith School of Enterprise and 
the Environment, and has previously studied factory farming methods. 
 
The latest study, published in Royal Society Open Science, involved Bartlett and colleagues 
examining data from UK poultry farms to calculate environmental impacts such as greenhouse 
gas emissions, land use and types of pollution. They also looked at welfare indicators such as 
mortality and the number of hens needed to produce a given number of eggs. 
 
“Then we did some some modelling to work out these environmental and welfare outcomes,” 
she said. 
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“We found an important trade-off,” Bartlett added. “It’s that, the types of farms that are generally 
regarded as being better for animal welfare, like organic and free-range, can actually require 
more birds to produce the same amount of eggs because they’re less less efficient and they can 
have higher environmental impacts.” 
 
However, Bartlett said the research did not show the whole picture regarding factory farming. 
“Organic could come out better on pesticide toxicity, maybe biodiversity on farm as well,” she 
said. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
15 



 

YALE NEWS 
 
Climate change is likely worsening childhood malaria, study finds 
By: Meg Dalton 
 
In a new study, Yale researchers found that hot temperatures and extreme precipitation are 
probably increasing the prevalence of malaria in parts of Africa. 
 
It’s been more than two decades since scientists first reported that a warming climate was 
responsible for malaria epidemics in the mountains of Kenya and Ethiopia, making it one of the 
first diseases linked to climate change. But after years of debate, it has remained unclear 
whether climate change is indeed making malaria worse. 
 
In a new study, Yale researchers are getting closer to an answer. They concluded that climate 
change has probably increased the burden of childhood malaria in parts of Africa. But ongoing 
efforts to eradicate malaria have overwhelmingly countered the overall impact — by roughly a 
200-fold margin. 
 
“Reducing greenhouse gas emissions will save the lives of children in cooler parts of Africa, and 
malaria eradication will protect everyone — and is still definitely possible in a warmer world,” 
said Colin Carlson, assistant professor of epidemiology (microbial diseases) at the Yale School 
of Public Health and corresponding author of the new study. 
 
The study appears in the journal Nature.  
 
The researchers launched their investigation back in 2019. At the time, it  was the early days of 
a new method called “impact attribution,” a toolkit that measures impacts of climate change on 
matters such as human health by simulating alternate worlds without climate change and 
comparing them to the world we live in. This way, the thinking was, researchers could be more 
certain that changes they were seeing were not just caused by temperature but specifically by 
human influence on the temperature. For something as complicated as malaria, which is much 
more influenced by factors such as poverty and health care than climate, they needed those 
methods to get a definitive answer. 
 
For the new study, the researchers started with a massive dataset on childhood malaria going 
all the way back to the turn of the 20th century. They used the data to do three things. First, they 
built a statistical model that measures how temperature, floods, and droughts affect malaria 
prevalence in children. Then, they used that information to estimate how climate change 
impacted malaria during the 20th century. Finally, they predicted what climate change could do 
over the rest of the 21st century under different scenarios, including more or less progress in 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Assisting eradication  
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Through this process, the researchers concluded that rising temperatures have probably caused 
a slight increase in malaria across Africa. During the last decade, they calculated, there was 
about one extra case of malaria for every thousand children on the continent, although they 
concede there’s significant uncertainty with that number given the variation across the continent 
in terms of temperature. Mosquitoes are cold-blooded insects, so malaria is strongly controlled 
by temperature, with a peak in transmission around 25 degrees Celsius. 
 
When the researchers broke things down to local levels, however, the picture became much 
clearer: climate change has been increasing malaria in colder places (East and Southern Africa) 
and reducing malaria in hotter places (West Africa). That trend, they say, will roughly continue 
for at least a few more decades: malaria will continue to expand into colder parts of the 
continent, but in the warmer areas where most malaria cases happen today, climate change 
might slightly speed up the eradication of the disease.  
 
“For East and Southern Africa, there’s still a risk of malaria showing up more in cooler places, 
and we can probably prevent around five cases per 1,000 children in each region by meeting 
the Paris Agreement target [which would hold the global temperature increase below 2 degrees 
C above pre-industrial levels],” Carlson said. “This project was a huge step forward for how we 
understand the true cost of climate change.” 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
 
DAILY GUARDIAN 
 
Climate forum turns national plans into local action 
 
MANILA — The Climate Change Commission convened national leaders and key stakeholders 
at the National Climate Resilience Forum 2026 to accelerate local climate action and strengthen 
community resilience. 
 
Senior Deputy Executive Secretary Maria Luwalhati C. Dorotan-Tiuseco said climate action 
remains a national priority under the leadership of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. 
 
“The government’s responsibility must be to anticipate dangers, strengthen communities, protect 
livelihoods, and ensure that no Filipino faces calamity alone. And this administration has 
pursued exactly that.” GeographicReference 
 
CCC Vice Chair and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje stressed the growing urgency of 
responding to intensifying climate impacts, which he said are reshaping approaches to 
resilience and development. 
 
“Climate change is reshaping the conditions under which resilience must now be built. And 
because resilience is inseparable from development, it is also reshaping the conditions under 
which our nation must grow and prosper. Our task now is to build upon these foundations—with 
discipline, with purpose, and with the shared understanding that resilience is not someone else’s 
responsibility. It belongs to all of us.” 
 
The Philippines faces serious risks from extreme weather, sea-level rise, food insecurity, water 
stress, and climate-induced displacement. 
 
These threats underscore the urgency of translating national climate policies into concrete 
action in communities. 
 
CCC Commissioner Rachel Anne S. Herrera said the forum provided a platform for moving 
climate strategies from planning to implementation at the local level. 
 
“Our objective is clear: to translate national policies into context-specific, investment-ready, and 
scalable climate action where it matters most—in our communities.” 
 
The forum featured panel discussions and breakout sessions on practical and scalable 
solutions, climate financing opportunities, resilience measurement systems, and science- and 
data-driven planning tools. 
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The sessions were designed to help local governments strengthen climate resilience. 
 
Sen. Loren Legarda urged local governments to take a more active role in implementing climate 
strategies. 
 
“To our local chief executives and planners: the success of our national climate strategies 
depends on how they are carried out at the local level. Climate resilience must be reflected in 
your land use plans, annual investments, and infrastructure decisions.” 
 
Stakeholders from government, civil society, development organizations, and other sectors also 
called for climate commitments to produce measurable results. 
 
Rep. Aniela Bianca D. Tolentino, chair of the House Committee on Climate Change, stressed 
the importance of implementation. 
 
“Plans alone cannot make communities resilient. Ang tunay na sukatan ng tagumpay ay hindi 
kung gaano kaganda ang ating mga plano, kundi paano natin ito naipapatupad sa ating mga 
komunidad.” 
 
Rep. Jose Manuel F. Alba of Bukidnon’s 1st District also emphasized the urgency of delivering 
results. 
 
“History will not judge us by the plans we write, but by the lives we save. Let this forum be the 
line in the sand where rhetoric ends, and decisive action begins.” 
 
Kyungsun Kim, UNICEF Philippines country representative, said the success of adaptation 
efforts should be measured through their effects on people. PhilippineEducation Summit 
 
“Let us ensure that climate adaptation is measured, not only planned in budget, but in healthier 
children, stronger communities, more resilient families and greater opportunities for the next 
generation.” 
 
German Ambassador to the Philippines Andreas Michael Pfaffernoschke reaffirmed his 
country’s support for Philippine climate initiatives. 
 
“Germany has been and will continue to be a strong and reliable partner for the Philippines in 
climate action and in strengthening your country’s resilience.” 
 
Jonas Tetangco of Catholic Relief Services Philippines highlighted the importance of 
partnerships in developing community-based solutions. 
 
“Catholic Relief Services remains committed to partnering with communities, local governments, 
national government agencies, and development partners to advance nature-based solutions, 
climate-smart livelihoods, watershed protection, and ecosystem restoration.” 
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Hermilando I. Mandanas, secretary-general of the Union of Local Authorities of the Philippines 
and vice governor of Batangas, called for stronger commitments to local resilience. 
 
“Together, I think we should again reinstate, revitalize, and really fortify our commitment in 
making our country resilient and really able to meet the challenges that really exist in our 
country.” 
 
The forum carried the theme “Bagong Bansang Matatag, Handa sa Pagbabago ng Klima.” 
 
It sought to strengthen alignment between national frameworks and climate action at the local 
level. 
 
These frameworks include the National Adaptation Plan 2023–2050, which identifies priority 
strategies for addressing current climate impacts and future risks using climate science, 
analytics, and best practices. 
 
They also include the Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan 2020–2030, 
which outlines actions, costs, schedules, and implementation arrangements for meeting the 
country’s climate commitments in the agriculture, energy, industry, transport, and waste sectors. 
 
Booth exhibits showcased climate initiatives from government agencies, civil society groups, 
development partners, and the private sector. 
 
The forum received support from the Philippine Red Cross, Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino, 
International Organization for Migration, Catholic Relief Services, UNICEF Philippines, Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit, and Expertise France. PhilippineEducation 
Summit 
 
Participants attended the event in person and through a livestream on the CCC’s official 
Facebook page. 
 
Nearly 500 participants attended the forum. 
 
They represented local governments, national government agencies, civil society organizations, 
academic institutions, state universities and colleges, development partners, embassies, 
international organizations, the private sector, and the media. 
 
Participating national agencies included the Department of Budget and Management, 
Department of Economy, Planning, and Development, Department of Energy, Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources, Department of Finance, and Department of Health-Health 
and Climate Change Office. 
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Other participants came from the Department of Human Settlements and Urban 
Development-Environmental, Land Use and Urban Planning and Development Bureau, 
Department of Labor and Employment, and Department of Science and Technology Central 
Office-Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Unit. 
 
The Department of the Interior and Local Government-Bureau of Local Government 
Development, Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino, and the Bangsamoro Ministry of Environment, 
Natural Resources and Energy-Environment Management Service also participated. 
 
Representatives from the National Anti-Poverty Commission, National Youth Commission, Office 
of Civil Defense, Philippine Board of Investments, and Philippine Commission on Women 
attended the event. 
 
Panelists included representatives from the DOST-Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration, Development Bank of the Philippines, Land Bank of the 
Philippines, and Metropolitan Manila Development Authority. PhilippineEducation Summit 
 
Their participation brought additional sectoral expertise and reflected a whole-of-government 
approach to strengthening climate resilience nationwide. 
 
The CCC said it would continue to advance climate action, strengthen resilience from the 
ground up, and address climate change through whole-of-society and whole-of-nation 
approaches. 
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
CCC welcomes PH’s first-in-region $6.78-M GCF readiness grant to accelerate local 
climate action 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) welcomed the Philippine government’s successful 
securing of a $6.78-million (approximately ₱418 million) technical assistance grant from the 
Green Climate Fund (GCF), an international backing to help boost local climate action in the 
country. 
 
 
Approved under the GCF’s second replenishment period (GCF-2), the landmark funding makes 
the Philippines the first country in the Asia-Pacific region to access this specialized readiness 
support. 
 
The 60-month Third Readiness and Preparatory Support Program (RPSP 3) moves beyond 
basic capacity building. It is engineered to streamline inter-agency coordination, build a highly 
viable pipeline of climate projects, and lock in rigorous national monitoring systems. For the 
CCC, as the lead policy-making body, this grant is an operational necessity to equip a highly 
vulnerable nation with the institutional capacity required to execute systemic climate defenses. 
 
With communities constantly facing the threat of intensifying typhoons, erratic rainfall, and rising 
sea levels, the CCC views the RPSP 3 cycle as a vital mechanism to drive the National 
Adaptation Plan (NAP) and the Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan 
(NDCIP) under the administration of President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. 
 
Official estimates show the Philippines requires US$72 billion (PHP 4.2 trillion) between 2020 
and 2030 to hit its NDC mitigation targets in critical sectors like energy, transport, and 
agriculture. Furthermore, because 72.29% of the country’s 75% emissions reduction target is 
strictly conditional on foreign assistance, securing international capital is not just a policy 
goal—it is an absolute baseline requirement to physically fortify local governments. 
 
CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje underscored that accessible 
climate finance is the primary engine that turns these policy requirements into on-the-ground 
reality. 
 
“This readiness support is more than a grant, it is an investment in the Philippines’ ability to 
build stronger institutions, develop high-quality climate projects, and empower local 
governments to respond to the growing impacts of climate change,” Borje said. 
 
He emphasized that enhancing institutional readiness is essential to ensuring that climate 
finance reaches communities where it is needed most. 
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The five-year program seeks to strengthen the country’s enabling environment for climate 
finance by improving institutional capacities, enhancing coordination among national 
government agencies, strengthening monitoring and evaluation systems, and supporting the 
development of a robust pipeline of climate investments aligned with national priorities. 
 
As one of the world’s most climate-vulnerable nations, the Philippines has consistently 
demanded greater access to climate finance, pointing out the inherent injustice that developing 
countries contribute the least to global emissions but absorb the highest developmental costs. 
 
“The Philippines remains committed to working with the Green Climate Fund, our Accredited 
Entity, the Development Bank of the Philippines, our national government agencies, local 
governments, development partners, and the private sector to ensure that climate finance 
delivers concrete and lasting benefits for every Filipino,” Borje said. 
 
The Climate Change Commission reaffirmed that strengthening institutional readiness and 
expanding access to climate finance remain central to achieving a climate-resilient Philippines, 
consistent with the whole-of-government approach of the Marcos administration and the 
country’s commitments under the Paris Agreement. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
CCC: $6.78-M Green Climate Fund grant to boost climate resilience 
By: Marita Moaje 
 
MANILA – The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has welcomed the Philippine government's 
successful bid for a USD6.78 million, about PHP418 million, technical assistance grant from the 
Green Climate Fund (GCF). 
 
In a news release Wednesday, CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje 
emphasized that the funding will help strengthen the country's climate financing mechanisms 
and support local resilience efforts across the country. 
 
He said accessible climate finance is the primary engine that turns policy requirements into 
on-the-ground reality. 
 
"This readiness support is more than a grant; it is an investment in the Philippines' ability to build 
stronger institutions, develop high-quality climate projects, and empower local governments to 
respond to the growing impacts of climate change," Borje said. 
 
The grant, approved under the GCF's second replenishment period (GCF-2), makes the 
Philippines the first country in the Asia-Pacific region to receive this specialized readiness 
support. 
 
"The Philippines remains committed to working with the Green Climate Fund, our Accredited 
Entity, the Development Bank of the Philippines, our national government agencies, local 
governments, development partners, and the private sector to ensure that climate finance 
delivers concrete and lasting benefits for every Filipino," he added. 
 
The funding, Borje said, will support the 60-month Third Readiness and Preparatory Support 
Program (RPSP 3) that is designed to strengthen coordination among government agencies, 
improve monitoring and evaluation systems, and develop a stronger pipeline of climate 
investment projects aligned with national priorities. 
 
He said the RPSP 3 will also support the implementation of the National Adaptation Plan and 
the Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan, as communities continue to face 
stronger typhoons, erratic rainfall, rising sea levels and other climate-related threats. 
 
Borje stressed that strengthening government institutions is critical to ensuring climate funds 
reach the communities most vulnerable to climate impacts. 
 
"Enhancing institutional readiness is essential to ensuring that climate finance reaches 
communities where it is needed most," he said. 
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The CCC said the five-year program will help improve the country's institutional capacity to 
access, manage, and implement climate finance while strengthening climate action at the 
national and local levels. 
 
Specifically, it would help create a stronger enabling environment for climate finance by 
enhancing institutional capacities, improving coordination among national government agencies, 
strengthening monitoring and evaluation systems, and helping prepare investment-ready 
climate projects. 
 
The CCC noted that as one of the most climate-vulnerable nations, the Philippines needs an 
estimated USD72 billion or about PHP4.2 trillion from 2020 to 2030 to meet its Nationally 
Determined Contributions climate mitigation targets in key sectors such as energy, transport, 
and agriculture. 
 
It added that 72.29 percent of the country's target to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 75 
percent depends on international support, highlighting the importance of expanding access to 
global climate finance. 
 
The CCC also reiterated the country's long-standing position that developing nations, despite 
contributing the least to global emissions, continue to bear the greatest burden from climate 
change. 
 
It added that strengthening institutional readiness and expanding access to climate finance 
remain key to building a climate-resilient Philippines and fulfilling the country's commitments 
under the Paris Agreement. (PNA) 
 

   =END= 
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