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'Luis' may intensify into tropical storm; signal no. 1 up in 4 areas in Luzon
By: Ariel Rojas

Four areas in Luzon are still under tropical cyclone wind signal No. 1 as tropical depression
"Luis" continues to move northwestward over the Philippine Sea.

Not all plastic alternatives are green, advocates warn as Philippines confronts ‘sachet

economy’
By: Francis Orcio

As more local governments move to restrict single-use plastics, environmental advocates are
warning that simply replacing plastic with another disposable material may not be enough to
address the country’s plastic pollution crisis.
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Germany: As temperatures rise. so does climate skepticism
By: Julie Vergin

Climate skeptics are no longer a small but noisy minority. They are now "a mass phenomenon,"
according to researchers at Flensburg University.

MANILA STANDARD

Fixing the Philippines’ Net Zero blind spot
By: Raymond R. Tan

Climate change is the world’s most critical environmental challenge. The Paris Agreement, to
which the Philippines is a signatory, calls for collective action to eliminate civilization’s
greenhouse gas emissions by mid-century and keep global warming to within 20C by 2100. This
global ambition has cascaded downwards to individual countries and sub-national entities like
cities and corporations. Roughly two-thirds of emissions are now covered by national
decarbonization commitments. The global business environment has also responded, with
thousands of major companies having their own corporate net zero targets. Many of these firms,
such as Google and Apple, are able to leverage their dominance to also pressure smaller ones
in their value chains to likewise commit to carbon neutrality. Philippinesnews focus

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Nauru sells ‘golden passports’ to fund climate adaptation

As it faces rising sea levels caused by climate change, the tiny Pacific island nation of Nauru is
pursuing an unconventional way to raise funds for adapting to an uncertain future: offering
citizenship by investment.

UNESCO

When education meets climate realities in Bangladesh

“In Sirajganj, Bangladesh, the question is often not whether schools will flood, but when and for
how long. When water rises, schools may close or become temporary shelters. Teachers may
themselves be displaced. Attendance records can be disrupted, and children may miss weeks
or months of learning.”
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When tomorrow shapes today’s decisions
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

Among the guidance outlined in this year’s State of the Nation Address, one deserves particular
reflection: President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.s call to move from reactive to predictive
governance.

BUSINESS MIRROR

Policy direction for ‘predictive governance’ gets backing from climate-change agency
By: Jonathan L. Mayuga

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Sunday welcomed President Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr.’s guidance to move the country from reactive to “predictive governance.”

MANILA STANDARD

EGen | 2nd I it to drive local cli .

Clean energy provider First Gen Corp. hosted its second youth leaders’ summit to equip
students with knowledge and skills to address climate and energy issues in their schools and
communities.

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

CCC pushes gender-responsive climate action as women bear the brunt of climate

impacts

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the urgency of integrating gender in
climate action as women bear the brunt of the climate crisis during the Mid-Year Training
Institute of the 28th International Women’s Human Rights and Governance Program.

Information and Knowledge Management Division
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'Luis’' may intensify into tropical storm; signal no. 1 up in 4 areas in Luzon
By: Ariel Rojas

Four areas in Luzon are still under tropical cyclone wind signal No. 1 as tropical depression
"Luis" continues to move northwestward over the Philippine Sea.

According to state weather bureau PAGASA, as of 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, "Luis" was located 285
kilometers east of Baler, Aurora

It continues to pack winds of 55 kph with gusts up to 70 kph and is moving northwestward at 15
kph.

Wind signal no. 1 remains in effect over northern Catanduanes, northern Camarines Sur,
Camarines Norte, and Polillo Islands.

Luis may intensify into a tropical storm within the next 24 hours, which may prompt the raising of
wind signal no. 2.

The weather disturbance will remain offshore and follow a recurving track east of Luzon.
After recurving, it may weaken until it becomes a remnant low pressure area by Wednesday,
August 5, and eventually merge with the broader circulation of the approaching Typhoon

Dolphin.

Luis will bring moderate to heavy rains over Cagayan Valley, Central Luzon, Metro Manila, and
parts of llocos Region, Cordillera, and CALABARZON through Tuesday afternoon.

Meanwhile, Typhoon Dolphin may enhance the southwest monsoon over western Luzon and
Visayas from Wednesday.
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Not all plastic _alternatives are green, advocates warn as Philippines confronts ‘sachet

economy’
By: Francis Orcio

As more local governments move to restrict single-use plastics, environmental advocates are
warning that simply replacing plastic with another disposable material may not be enough to
address the country’s plastic pollution crisis.

The EcoWaste Coalition raised the concern Friday as it wrapped up its month-long Plastic-Free
July campaign with various displays and booths aimed at demonstrating how Filipinos can
change their consumption habits.

Under its “Walang Plastikan, Walang Iwanan!” campaign, the group is calling for reduced plastic
consumption, stronger producer and government accountability, and wider adoption of reuse
and zero-waste practices.

Kweyn Tagaduar, an EcoWaste Coalition campaigner for reuse, said the festival was meant to
show that reducing plastic use does not necessarily require expensive alternatives.

“Although kasalukuyan marami po tayong mga problema sa krisis po sa plastic, pero dito po
pinapakita natin kung ano nga ba iyong mga basic solutions para po at least ma-adapt at
maibalik po natin sa isipan ng mga tao na ang plastic-free ay hindi naman kailangan wala nang
plastic. Pero dito pinapakita na posible na magkaroon ng mga solusyon na malapit po at
accessible sa communities po," Tagaduar explained.

The booths featured refill stations, reusable products, and items made through recycling and
upcycling, including initiatives from Sabon Express, Mother Earth Foundation, and Craftcha.

But Tagaduar said alternatives must be assessed not only for what material they are made of,
but also for whether they actually reduce disposable consumption.

“Mahirap talaga na hindi accessible iyong mga alternative products na talagang mag-iiwas sa
paggamit ng plastic," Tagaduar said.

“‘And one biggest challenge talaga ay hindi affordable iyong mga alternative solutions na ito.
Kaya pinapakita natin dito ngayon iyong mga best solutions na hindi naman kailangan
expensive iyong mga products," she added.

BEYOND WHAT WE THROW AWAY
The scale of plastic consumption illustrates why the problem cannot be addressed through
consumer behavior alone.
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A 2026 World Bank impact report estimates that the Philippines generates about 1.7 million
metric tons of post-consumer plastic waste every year, while more than 0.3 million metric tons
leak into the ocean annually. It also cites daily consumption of nearly 164 million plastic sachets,
48 million shopping bags and 45 million thin-film bags.

The World Bank has also identified the country’s dependence on single-use packaging,
particularly multilayer sachets and pouches, as a major challenge. Such flexible, multi-material
packaging is difficult to collect and recycle at commercial scale.

That makes the Philippines’ “sachet economy” more than a matter of individual consumer
choice. For many households, buying products in small quantities is tied to affordability.

Tagaduar said responsibility should therefore also fall on companies producing and placing
plastic packaging on the market.

“‘Unang-una sa lahat, hindi po dapat maging burden sa mga tao at sa mga consumers itong
paggamit ng plastic. Although it is really available, very convenient, hindi po dahil ito ay mabilis
bilhin. Dahil dapat ang sumasalon ng problema nito," she explained.

Under the Extended Producer Responsibility Act of 2022, or Republic Act No. 11898, covered
enterprises are required to reduce and recover plastic packaging waste for reuse, recycling,
treatment or proper ecological disposal.

The mandated recovery target rises to 60 percent in 2026 and reaches 80 percent from 2028
onward.

The World Bank says the implementation of the EPR helped recover or divert 163,000 metric
tons of post-consumer plastic packaging waste from 2023 to 2024, although systemic
challenges remain.

FIXING THE SYSTEM, NOT JUST BLAMING CONSUMERS

EcoWaste Coalition also wants stronger implementation of Republic Act No. 9003, or the
Ecological Solid Waste Management Act, particularly at the local level.

The law provides for the segregation, recovery, and proper waste management, including
Materials Recovery Facilities or MRFs. Tagaduar said weak implementation contributes to
plastic leakage.

“Malaking demand for the Eco-Waste Coalition na talagang i-implement ng maayos ang
Republic Act 9003 or Ecological Solid Waste Management. So, ngayon kasalukuyan talagang
pinipilit niya amend itong ating batas na siyang naglalayo na talagang maayos iyong
management,” she said.



“Hindi lang iyong basic segregation but at the same time, i-require lahat ng barangay, lahat ng
LGUs na magtayo ng kanilang MRF. At syempre iyong ating nakaraang mga landfill incidents
from Cebu, Rizal, Davao at Novotas," she added.

What can replace the sachet?

For advocates, the answer is not necessarily another single-use product. Instead, they are
promoting reuse and refill systems that allow consumers to continue buying only what they can
afford without generating another piece of packaging every time.

‘Maganda din sa mga communities ngayon, they are trying to explore on reuse and refill
systems. So, sa ating economy, sa reuse economy, tinuturo din po natin na hindi po kailangan
talaga mag-subscribe sa mga mahal or expensive na mga products," she said.

The approach also seeks to revive familiar practices of reusing containers, bottles and other
durable materials rather than buying and throwing away products repeatedly.

“Dito, kailangan lang i-practice iyong circular economy na umiikot po iyong paggamit at hindi na
kailangan bumili pa, paulit-ulit," she said.
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Germany: As temperatures rise. so does climate skepticism
By: Julie Vergin

Climate skeptics are no longer a small but noisy minority. They are now "a mass phenomenon,"
according to researchers at Flensburg University.

In a study published in the scientific journal Global Environmental Change, authors Katharina
Gies and Emanuel Deutschmann reported that between 2022 and 2023 there was a big jump in
skeptical attitudes to climate change among the maijority of the 3,074 people surveyed. Some
59% said they had more doubts about climate change in 2023 than they had had in the previous
year.

The researchers wrote that the respondents' individual economic situations could not be
considered the primary explanation for the increase in skepticism. Other factors, they said, were
much more decisive: A right-leaning political orientation, distrust of state institutions, and
dissatisfaction with democracy.

Social psychologist Marlene Altenmiller said the Flensburg publication is important and
fascinating, though she has doubts about its alarming tone. Other studies show that "the
number of people who have doubts is still very small," she says. Altenmdiiller, a junior professor
at the Leibniz Institute for Psychology in Trier, conducts research into science reception: How
people perceive scientific evidence, and what they think about the scientific system and its
researchers.

Altenmiller's research indicates that people in Germany do not have fundamental doubts about
scientific evidence. Rather, it varies depending on the topic, and the view the group to which
people feel they belong has of the topic.

If a group has doubts about climate change, so do its members
Her work, and that of many other researchers, also shows that politically right-leaning people
express more skepticism about climate change.

"If right-wing parties were suddenly to discover that we should in fact take action against climate
change, my assumption is that the followers of these parties would also believe in climate
change and would support political measures," Altenmiller said.

Nor does she believe that climate skeptics have a different personality structure. Instead,
climate skepticism is more likely to be down to the fact that "people orientate themselves
according to their group and its identity." The credo for most people is that content is secondary,
or, as Altenmiller calls it, "Party over policy."


https://www.dw.com/en/germany-as-temperatures-rise-so-does-climate-skepticism/a-78206354

Underlying this is something psychologists call motivated reception. People always see the
world through the lens of their own desires, ideas, values, and political ideologies, and anything
that cannot be squared with their own ideas and values tends to be disparaged. Altenmdller's
research demonstrates that all of us are predisposed to seeing the world through our own filters.

From climate skepticism to conspiracy theories

Both Altenmiller and the Flensburg researchers emphasize that climate change skepticism
comes in different guises. One form is the rejection of climate policy measures. The basis for
this may be the assumption that it won't be all that bad, or doubt that human activity is the
cause. Another is the belief that all the talk about climate change is simply a con, a conspiracy.

This is the focus of research of Stephan Lewandowsky, a professor of cognitive science at the
universities of Bristol and Potsdam. Among other things, he examines the persistence of
misinformation and conspiracy theories, and is interested in the parameters that determine
whether people reject or accept scientific proofs, especially in connection with vaccines and
climate change. "Certain people are more susceptible to conspiracy theories than others," he
said.

The COVID-19 pandemic made this very apparent. Lewandowsky argues that for some people,
conspiracy theories that apportion blame for a particular situation provide a welcome opportunity
to escape from feelings like fear and loss of control. "That offers some brief psychological
comfort to people," Lewandowsky says.

However, he goes on to explain that the comfort they derive from assigning blame does not last
long. "There's good evidence to suggest that people who do fall into that rabbit hole over time
are suffering," he said. "They're less likely to hold their jobs. They lose social contacts. They
become mentally challenged.”

Why climate skepticism is hardly an issue in India

Climate skepticism and conspiracy theories are mostly a Western phenomenon. Researchers
observe them the most in the US, Europe, and Australia. In India and other countries of the
global south, climate change is already a question of daily survival, and has been for some time.
"In India, a lot of people still suffer from [not] getting access to clean drinking water," says
Jagadish Thaker, senior lecturer at the University of Queensland, Australia, and an expert in
climate change communication.

For years now, he says, people in the global south have been experiencing first-hand the ways
that climate change is exacerbating problems through rising temperatures and extreme weather
events.

Consequently, measures to reduce emissions and adapt to changing living conditions are not
seen as a matter of political ideology. According to Thaker, people in India are trying to
counteract their own vulnerability to climate change while still trying to develop economically.



Countering climate skepticism with respect

Heatwaves and other extreme weather events are a direct threat to human life in Germany, as
has become apparent during this summer's heatwaves, which are reported to have killed as
many as 10,000 people already.

This is why the authors of the Flensburg study are urging people to take climate change
skepticism seriously if they are to successfully anchor climate protection measures in society.

Thaker believes the media plays a decisive role. He believes there is still a general lack of
information and understanding of the effects of climate change. "The media coverage of
extreme weather events, while it's a lot, it is dramatic, and unfortunately doesn't mention climate
change."

Altenmuller says it's important to keep emphasizing that there is a scientific consensus that
climate change is anthropogenic, or, caused by human activity. Sometimes, she says, it does
matter who says it. Research shows that some scientific disciplines are perceived as more
biased than others. Consequently, economists have a better chance of their message reaching
a wide audience than sociologists.

Taking the values of people who express skepticism into account could also help to
communicate a different point of view to them, says Altenmiller. Communication must
emphasize not only the restrictions that need to be imposed through political measures, but also
the opportunities arising from this.

People who have themselves experienced extreme weather events probably find it easier to

shift their perspective. This is why Lewandowsky is hopeful that the this year's heatwaves and
wildfires will make a difference. "At some point, people's personal experiences matter," he says.
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MANILA STANDARD

Fixing the Philippines’ Net Zero blind spot
By: Raymond R. Tan

Climate change is the world’s most critical environmental challenge. The Paris Agreement, to
which the Philippines is a signatory, calls for collective action to eliminate civilization’s
greenhouse gas emissions by mid-century and keep global warming to within 20C by 2100. This
global ambition has cascaded downwards to individual countries and sub-national entities like
cities and corporations. Roughly two-thirds of emissions are now covered by national
decarbonization commitments. The global business environment has also responded, with
thousands of major companies having their own corporate net zero targets. Many of these firms,
such as Google and Apple, are able to leverage their dominance to also pressure smaller ones
in their value chains to likewise commit to carbon neutrality. Philippinesnews focus

Despite this global trend, the Philippines remains in the world’s small minority of countries
without a net zero pledge. All the member nations of ASEAN except for us and Timor Leste
already have official commitments. The region has roadmap document called the “ASEAN
Strategy for Carbon Neutrality” that forecasts over USD 6 trillion in investments and more than
60 million new jobs in emerging green industries by 2050. Without a firm commitment to
decarbonize its economy, the Philippines is ill-positioned to capitalize on these opportunities.
There is a real risk that the Philippines will become a laggard in the carbon-constrained green
economy of the mid-21st Century.

Since burning of fossil fuels (coal, oil, and natural gas) is the main driver of climate change, their
eventual replacement with renewable energy is what underpins global net zero ambitions. In
particular, carbon-neutral electricity will allow deep decarbonization of many human activities.
Future investment decisions by major corporations with net zero targets will be influenced by the
local availability of clean electricity as part of the general infrastructure. In the Philippines,
over-reliance on coal has caused the carbon intensity of electricity to steadily creep up to a
national average of close to 0.6 kg/kWh while the world average has gone in the opposite
direction. The low supply of clean electricity adds yet another deterrent to industrial investment
in the country. Fortunately, the Department of Energy’s Philippine Energy Plan does have a
clean energy scenario where fossil fuels supply just one-third of the nation’s electricity by the
middle of the century. However, this residual fossil fuel use means that net zero will not be
achieved by 2050; nor does this official document have projections for the second half of the
century.

Last year, | worked with collaborators from the University of Surrey in the United Kingdom and
the University of Nottingham in Malaysia to run deep decarbonization projections using a
bespoke computer model calibrated based on the Philippine Energy Plan (DOI:
10.1016/j.esr.2025.101893). Our simulations reveal a pathway towards net zero emissions that
can be achieved with a mix of aggressive deployment of renewables coupled with carbon
capture and storage and emissions trading. The scenarios require a gradual phasing down of
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fossil fuel use over a 25-year period. The simulations demonstrate the technical feasibility of a
national net zero target if it is driven by a sufficiently strong policy to force the issue. Such a
policy is still missing.

This global green energy transition will take decades to unfold, spanning multiple presidential
administrations in the process. The Philippine economy could face protracted carbon lock-in
with capital assets based on obsolescent technology while the rest of the world embraces the
green energy transition. This nation urgently needs an official net zero pledge as a North Star
that will guide the development of decarbonization policy instruments during this critical period
in history.
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Nauru sells ‘golden passports’ to fund climate adaptation

As it faces rising sea levels caused by climate change, the tiny Pacific island nation of Nauru is
pursuing an unconventional way to raise funds for adapting to an uncertain future: offering
citizenship by investment.

Launched early last year, the “golden passport” scheme has attracted interest from people
seeking greater freedom of travel as well as stateless individuals seeking legal recognition.

But it has also drawn scrutiny over whether citizenship can be adequately protected when it is
offered in exchange for money.

The country officially changed its name to the Republic of Naoero this week.

Nauru’'s government says the program is designed to help fund a major climate adaptation
effort, including the relocation of 90 percent of families and infrastructure to higher ground, while
providing a pathway to nationality for people who lack citizenship.

Nauru, a small island ringed by coral reefs in the remote southwestern Pacific Ocean, is one of
the world’s smallest countries, with just 21 square kilometers of land.

Once heavily mined for its rich phosphate deposits, much of the island’s interior has been left
uninhabitable, with the vast majority of the population and infrastructure concentrated in
low-lying coastal areas.

Sea levels around Nauru have risen faster than the global average in recent decades,
contributing to an increase in the intensity and duration of king-tide events, according to analysis
by the U.S. National Aeronautics and Space Administration’s Sea Level Change Team.

As sea level rise accelerates, Nauru’s government has set a goal of moving 90 percent of
families and infrastructure to higher ground.

With the first phase of the relocation project estimated to cost more than $60 million, according
to the Australian Broadcasting Corp., the government introduced the citizenship program as a
way to help fund the undertaking.

Under the scheme, applicants who pass a four-stage screening process can obtain citizenship

through a contribution of $90,000 for a single applicant, discounted from $115,000 until the end
of the year.
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After obtaining a passport, citizens can enjoy visa-free travel to over 85 destinations, including
Singapore and Hong Kong, according to the program’s website.

However, citizenship does not grant the right to purchase land in Nauru, which remains
restricted to native Nauruans.

The scheme has faced criticism over potential security risks. Britain introduced a visit visa
requirement for Nauruan nationals in December, removing Nauru from the list of countries
whose citizens are eligible to apply for an Electronic Travel Authorization (ETA). The move
followed concerns over the risks associated with the citizenship-by-investment program.

The current scheme includes additional safeguards, with applicants subject to background
checks and continued monitoring. Citizenship can be revoked if individuals are found to have
engaged in criminal activity.

The measures were introduced after Nauru’s previous citizenship-by-investment program in the
early 2000s was discontinued following reports that suspected terrorists had been found
carrying Nauruan passports.

Program administrators have defended the current screening process as a safeguard against a
repeat of past problems, while saying the scheme can provide a pathway to citizenship for those

who lack a nationality.

Despite the controversy, the program has continued to attract interest, with more than 120
citizenships granted since its launch.

Among the early applicants was Reuben Zadeh, an American man who said the opportunity to
obtain a passport from a peaceful and neutral country was an additional appeal.

The climate angle was also a draw for Zadeh, who said in a video shared by the program’s
office that he felt he was contributing to efforts to make Nauru more resilient to climate change.

For others, however, the program has offered something more fundamental: a nationality.

Siimo Kaasik, who was born in Estonia under the former Soviet Union, was recently granted
Nauruan citizenship after decades without a nationality.

“After enough years spent explaining yourself across counters, interviews and fluorescent
waiting rooms, you stop chasing grand ideas. You just want one country willing to say, ‘Yes, we

know who you are,” Kaasik said in a media release shared by the program’s administrators.

“‘More than anything, | am looking forward to introducing myself without a footnote attached to
the sentence,” he added.

14



UNESCO

When education meets climate realities in Bangladesh

“In Sirajganj, Bangladesh, the question is often not whether schools will flood, but when and for
how long. When water rises, schools may close or become temporary shelters. Teachers may
themselves be displaced. Attendance records can be disrupted, and children may miss weeks
or months of learning.”

Shafiul Islam, Assistant Inspector at the District Education Office in Sirajganj, brought these
realities into a workshop room in Dhaka. His perspective came from one of Bangladesh’s most
flood-prone regions, where maintaining educational continuity is not an abstract policy question.
It is a recurring challenge.

From Char Fasson in Bhola, Upazila Primary Education Officer Md Mizanur Rahman brought
another reality. The chars, shifting river islands formed by sediment deposits, are among
Bangladesh’s most geographically isolated communities. Schools in these areas face seasonal
flooding and the possibility that the land beneath them may erode or disappear.

In such places, climate resilience can determine whether children continue to have access to
education at all.

These local experiences came into conversation with national planning from 10 to 12 May 2026,
when government officials, curriculum specialists, field practitioners, researchers and
development partners met in Dhaka for the workshop on “Analysing existing capacities to
address the impacts of climate change on the education sector.”

The workshop was organized under the Climate-Smart Education Systems Initiative (CSESI),
implemented through a partnership between UNESCO Dhaka, the UNESCO International
Institute for Educational Planning (IIEP) and Save the Children in Bangladesh, with funding from
the Global Partnership for Education (GPE).

Bringing local realities into national planning

For years, Bangladesh has developed climate adaptation policies and disaster-management
frameworks. Yet the effects of climate change on education are increasingly difficult to treat as
separate from education planning.

Schools close during floods. Exams are postponed. Infrastructure is damaged or temporarily
repurposed. Learning is interrupted. In the most vulnerable communities, climate risk intersects
with poverty, remoteness and limited access to services.

The workshop created space for people working at different levels of the education system to

examine these challenges together. Ministry planners sat alongside district and upazila officers.
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Curriculum specialists from the National Curriculum and Textbook Board engaged with those
implementing curricula in climate-affected classrooms. Practitioners, researchers and
development partners contributed technical perspectives while learning from local realities.

Facilitated by Yi Shi from IIEP-UNESCO, the workshop used collaborative group exercises and
open discussions to encourage shared problem-solving.

Nure Habiba from the National Academy for Primary Education reflected on the value of this
approach, “What stood out most was the inclusive approach that brought together stakeholders
from different levels of the education system, particularly those working in climate-vulnerable
and remote communities. The collaborative group exercises and open discussions provided
valuable opportunities to exchange practical experiences and perspectives.”

Looking at the system as a whole
The workshop assessed existing capacity across four interconnected dimensions: access,
quality, management and equity.

Participants considered whether children can continue learning during climate-related
disruptions, how teaching and learning are affected by climate stress, how prepared institutions
are to anticipate and respond to risks, and how the impacts are felt most strongly by vulnerable
learners.

Data emerged as an important concern.

Ismail Hossain, Statistics Officer at the Directorate of Primary Education, highlighted the
difficulty of understanding climate-related education impacts when existing monitoring systems
are not yet equipped to capture them systematically.

Without stronger data, it becomes harder to identify where risks are concentrated, which
learners are most affected, and whether climate-responsive interventions are working.

Using a structured capacity-assessment framework, participants examined existing strengths
and critical gaps, including institutional preparedness, coordination, data systems and inclusive
support for learners.

The process also helped identify policy priorities, capacity needs and possible actions for both
immediate improvement and longer-term investment.

From shared experience to collective action

What made the workshop significant was not simply the number of institutions represented. It
was the opportunity to connect policy, research and field experience.

The experiences of Sirajganj and Char Fasson were not treated as isolated local problems.

They became part of a wider discussion about how Bangladesh’s education system plans,
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manages resources, supports teachers, collects data and protects learning during
climate-related disruption.

The workshop findings will contribute to Bangladesh’s ongoing climate risk analysis for the
education sector and help strengthen the evidence needed to integrate climate considerations
into planning, budgeting and implementation.

As climate and disaster risks continue to grow, the challenge is no longer only to recognize their

impact on education. It is to ensure that national planning reflects what is already happening in
classrooms, schools and communities across the country.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:

DAILY TRIBUNE

When tomorrow shapes today’s decisions
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

Among the guidance outlined in this year’s State of the Nation Address, one deserves particular
reflection: President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr’s call to move from reactive to predictive
governance.

For a country like the Philippines, this is more than a strategy for disaster preparedness. It
reflects an important evolution in the way government thinks and decides.

For generations, governments have often been judged by how effectively they respond to crises.
Yet climate change, technological disruption, demographic shifts, and an increasingly uncertain
global environment remind us that good governance can no longer be measured only by how
well we react after problems emerge.

Increasingly, it will be measured by how well we anticipate them.

For the Philippines, predictive governance is therefore not optional. It is essential. It means
planning infrastructure not only for today’s needs, but for tomorrow’s hazards.

It means safeguarding food and water security amid changing climate conditions, strengthening
energy systems against future disruptions, and above all, recognizing that the challenges
confronting government are no longer isolated but are interconnected and require decisions that
cut across sectors, institutions, and planning horizons.

Good governance is no longer about solving yesterday’s problems. It is about making today’s
decisions with tomorrow in mind.

If we reflect more deeply on the President’s call for predictive governance, its implications
become even more significant.

Prediction matters not because it helps us see farther but because it helps government decide
better.

Viewed another way, this is where the full promise of predictive governance begins to unfold.
Prediction is no longer simply about anticipating what lies ahead. It becomes a discipline for
making better decisions today. It is where anticipating future risks increasingly informs the
choices government makes today.
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In many respects, the Philippines is already steadily strengthening the foundations for this way
of governing. The Philippine Development Plan, the National Adaptation Plan, the Nationally
Determined Contribution Implementation Plan, and the National Climate Risk Management
Framework are increasingly complemented by longstanding laws on renewable energy, energy
efficiency, clean air, ecological solid waste management and green jobs. Taken together, they
are gradually shaping a governance architecture that is more science-based, more data-driven,
more systems-oriented and more attentive to future risks.

One might describe this as a more prescriptive approach to governance, not in the sense of
prescribing outcomes, but in ensuring that science, evidence and foresight increasingly shape
public decisions.

This means asking not only what is likely to happen, but what should be done today because of
what we already know. It is governance informed by futures thinking, strengthened by multi-risk
analysis, and guided by an understanding that decisions in one sector increasingly influence
outcomes in many others.

This work rarely commands the same attention as major infrastructure projects or emergency
response. Nor does it always lend itself to headlines. Yet it may prove to be among the most
consequential work of government. It is quietly laying and further strengthening the foundations
for institutions that are better able to anticipate risks, weigh trade-offs, and make decisions that
remain sound not only for today’s realities, but for tomorrow’s uncertainties.

Its success will not be measured by applause. It will be measured by the quality of the decisions
it enables, the risks it helps reduce, and the resilience it builds over time.

That will not be the achievement of one agency, one sector, or even one administration. It will be
the outcome of collective resolve: government working with science, local governments,
businesses, academia, civil society and citizens to make better decisions today for the
Philippines of tomorrow.

The President’s call for predictive governance points us in an important direction. If pursued
consistently, it can help shape a government where evidence informs policy, foresight guides
investment, and long-term national interest shapes the choices we make today.

That is the quiet work of institution-building. It is also, perhaps, the silent work of nation building.
It is seldom dramatic, rarely immediate, but often the difference between merely responding to

the future and being prepared for it. In the end, every significant public decision is also a
decision about the kind of Philippines we are building for the generations that follow.
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BUSINESS MIRROR

Policy direction for ‘predictive governance’ gets backing from climate-change agency
By: Jonathan L. Mayuga

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Sunday welcomed President Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr.’s guidance to move the country from reactive to “predictive governance.”

The country’s climate change coordinating body in a statement described Marcos’ policy
direction as a strategic direction that reinforces the importance of science, evidence, and
long-term planning in public governance.

CCC said the President’s guidance is supported by the country’s evolving climate governance
architecture, particularly the National Adaptation Plan (NAP), the Nationally Determined
Contribution Implementation Plan (NDCIP), and the National Climate Risk Management
Framework (NCRMF).

Those policies strengthen the government’s capacity to anticipate risks and integrate climate
information into planning, investment, and decision-making.

“Predictive governance recognizes that good governance is increasingly measured not only by
how effectively institutions respond after crises occur, but also by how well they anticipate risks
and make better public decisions before those risks become disasters,” CCC Vice Chairperson
and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said.

The commission highlighted the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023—2050, completed under
the Marcos administration, as the country’s first long-term national adaptation strategy. The Plan
seeks to reduce climate vulnerability by building adaptive capacity and resilience while
integrating climate change adaptation into relevant policies, plans, programs, public investment,
and development planning. It also provides the framework for a whole-of-government and
whole-of-society approach to adaptation, guided by the best available science, climate
information, and risk assessments.

Complementing the NAP is the Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan
(NDCIP), which translates the Philippines’ climate commitments into coordinated
implementation by identifying sectoral priorities, institutional responsibilities, financing
requirements, and monitoring arrangements. Together with the National Climate Risk
Management Framework (NCRMF)—which adopts a unified, science- and risk-based approach
to climate risk management, including probabilistic climate risk assessment and evaluation—the
country’s climate policy framework strengthens risk-informed governance and supports more
integrated public decision-making.
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“These policies are governance instruments,” Borje said. “They strengthen the government’s
capacity to integrate evidence into planning, align investments with long-term national priorities,
and improve the quality of public decision-making.”

Borje said the President’s guidance on predictive governance also charts a longer-term direction
for public institutions.

“‘As government strengthens its capacity for science-based planning, futures thinking, and
multi-risk governance, predictive governance can progressively evolve into a more prescriptive
approach to governance—not by prescribing outcomes, but by ensuring that science, evidence,
and foresight consistently shape today’s decisions for tomorrow’s Philippines.”

The Commission reaffirmed its commitment to continue advancing the implementation of the
NAP, the NDC, and the NCRMF in partnership with national government agencies, local
government units, the private sector, development partners, academia, civil society, and
communities.

The Climate Change Commission is the Philippines’ lead policy-making body on climate
change. Under Republic Act No. 9729, or the Climate Change Act of 2009, as amended by
Republic Act No. 10174, the Commission is mandated to formulate policies, coordinate, monitor,
and evaluate government programs and action plans on climate change, and ensure the
mainstreaming of climate change into national, sectoral, and local development plans and
programs.
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MANILA STANDARD

FGen hosts 2nd youth summit to drive local climate action

Clean energy provider First Gen Corp. hosted its second youth leaders’ summit to equip
students with knowledge and skills to address climate and energy issues in their schools and
communities.

The Youth for Climate and Energy Leadership Summit, held at the headquarters of First Gen
subsidiary First Gen Hydro Power Corp. in Pantabangan, Nueva Ecija, brought together 28
students from Pantabangan National High School and Cadaclan Integrated School.

The gathering marked the second time First Gen mounted the summit since launching the
initiative last year under its environmental awareness program, Create for the Climate.

“Through YCELS, the participants learned from environmental experts and advocates about a
wide range of topics, such as climate science, the evolving energy landscape, youth leadership,
and youth-led climate action,” said Janice Ortafiez-Dugan, First Gen assistant vice president.

Resource speakers represented First Gen, the Climate Change Commission, and the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources, along with non-profit groups including
Waves for Water, MAD Earth, YGOAL Inc., New Energy Nexus Philippines, and the Abot Tala
Community. Philippinesnews focus

Building on the learning sessions, the students formed teams to develop climate action projects
targeting environmental issues in their communities. First Gen, together with the Oscar M.
Lopez Center and partner organizations, mentored the teams to refine their ideas into practical
initiatives.

“Under the CFTC program, First Gen offers learning sessions and mentorship with its partner
organizations to students to develop their CAPs for their schools and communities,”
Ortafiez-Dugan said. “To further encourage environmental initiatives and elevate the CAPs, First
Gen offered seed funding to schools with the winning and most innovative projects.”

The summit culminated in an awards ceremony following team presentations. Three teams from
Pantabangan National High School and two teams from Cadaclan Integrated School qualified
for seed funding.

Students from the Pantabangan National High School Supreme Secondary Learner
Government proposed building an eco-friendly learning space from recycled plastic bottles. The
school's Barkada Kontra Droga chapter proposed converting plastic caps into eco-pebbles for
hydroponics and eco-bricks, while its Youth for Environment in Schools Organization proposed
establishing a solar-powered rainwater harvesting and irrigation system for an herbal garden.
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Meanwhile, the Cadaclan Integrated School SSLG proposed establishing a school garden
alongside waste management initiatives, tree planting, and environmental awareness sessions.
Its BKD and YES-O teams proposed creating vertical gardens made from segregated and
recycled plastic bottles.

The projects were evaluated by Nestor Bartolome, FG Hydro forestry specialist; Angelino Tuliao,

Pantabangan municipal environment and natural resources officer; Jhune Vallejos, a Villarica
barangay council member; and Ernesto De Vera Jr., a Cadaclan barangay council member.
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

CCC pushes gender-responsive climate action as women bear the brunt of climate
impacts

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the urgency of integrating gender in
climate action as women bear the brunt of the climate crisis during the Mid-Year Training
Institute of the 28th International Women’s Human Rights and Governance Program.

Citing World Risk Index and the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction data, the CCC noted that
women account for a disproportionate share of disaster and climate-related deaths, with roughly
9,000 women per 100,000 population lost to calamities and extreme weather events. In the
Philippines, disasters also place a heavier burden on women — the 2021 National Household
Care Survey conducted by Oxfam Pilipinas, the Philippine Commission on Women, and
partners, found that women spend up to 13 hours a day on unpaid care work—significantly
higher than men.

CCC Commissioner Rachel Anne S. Herrera, who also chairs the agency’s Gender and
Development Focal Point System, emphasized the need to embed gender considerations
across climate policies and programs.

“Climate change doesn’t affect everyone equally — it intensifies the inequalities that already
exist against women and girls, and other vulnerable sectors of society,” Herrera said.

She stressed that without deliberate gender integration, climate policies risk reinforcing the very
inequalities they seek to address.

“We cannot design climate solutions that work for all without involving women as
decision-makers, not just as beneficiaries,” she added.

Herrera further highlighted that advancing gender-responsive climate action is critical to building
resilience at the community level, where women play key roles in adaptation, resource
management, and recovery efforts.

The training covered a range of women’s rights and governance topics, including a dedicated
session on the climate change nexus titled “Gender and Climate Nexus: From Evidence to
Action in the Philippines.”

The five-day hybrid activity gathered participants from national government agencies, state
universities and colleges, and the private sector.

Organized by the Women and Gender Institute of Miriam College, the program aims to

strengthen capacities on women'’s rights and governance and translate evidence into actionable
policies.
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The CCC remains committed to ensuring that gender considerations are not treated as an
afterthought, but as a core element of climate action and policy development.

For more information on the CCC’s climate mainstreaming programs and partnerships, visit
www.climate.gov.ph and www.facebook.com/CCCPhlI.

=END=
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