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Dangerous summers: How heatwaves and wildfires change life across Europe

By: Everton Fox

Europe’s summers are transforming. What were once considered exceptionally high
temperatures, such as the near 40 degrees Celsius (104 degrees Fahrenheit) being
experienced in Prague, are becoming the norm.
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Extreme heat costs poorest workers their health and wages

By: Akanksha Saxena

When temperatures soar across Asia's cities, informal workers face a choice: risk their health or
lose their income. For many, the effects don't end when the workday is over.


https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2026/8/3/new-summers-how-heatwaves-and-wildfires-change-life-across
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Why wetlands matter more than ever
By Henrylito D. Tacio

“Wetlands are weird,” said Dr. Jerome L. Montemayor, executive director of the Laguna-based
ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity. “To those who are unfamiliar, it either looks like a muddy lake or
a waterlogged forest. But after years in this field, you will definitely learn to appreciate these
valuable natural resources and say that wetlands certainly have more than meets the eye.”

PANAY NEWS
Greenbelt ordinance to get science-based upgrade to strengthen coastal protection,

climate resilience
By: Ma. Theresa Ladiao

Barely weeks after enacting its landmark Coastal Greenbelt Zone Ordinance, the lloilo City
Government is already moving to strengthen it through science-based amendments that would
transform it from a mangrove-centered measure into a comprehensive ecosystem-driven coastal
protection policy.

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY
ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity credits regional, multi-sectoral cooperation for mangrove

forest gains
By: Christopher Hedreyda

After decades of being considered among the world’s most threatened ecosystems, mangrove
forests are showing signs of recovery, with the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) reporting a
steady increase in mangrove forest cover worldwide and across the ASEAN region through
natural regeneration supported by restoration initiatives.

CCC IN THE NEWS:
DAILY GUARDIAN

Philippine-Led UN resolution advances climate adaptation as human rights imperative

The Philippine-led resolution on Human Rights and Climate Change, adopted by consensus at
the 62nd Session of the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC), strengthens the
international framework recognizing climate adaptation as essential to protecting human rights,
the Climate Change Commission (CCC) said.
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CCC: From prediction to better public decisions

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) welcomed President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s
guidance to move the country from reactive to predictive governance, describing it as a strategic
direction that reinforces the importance of science, evidence, and long-term planning in public
governance.

Climate Change Commission engages Soccsksargen youth in safequarding environment
By: Shahana Joy Duerme-Mangasar

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) encouraged young people to get involved in the
government’s initiatives, aimed at protecting the environment.

Philippine-led UN resolution advances climate adaptation as human rights imperative

The Philippine-led resolution on Human Rights and Climate Change, adopted by consensus at
the 62nd Session of the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC), strengthens the
international framework recognizing climate adaptation as essential to protecting human rights,
the Climate Change Commission (CCC) said.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

CCC backs PBBM’s predictive governance agenda vs climate change
By Marita Moaje

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Monday said President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.'s
call for predictive governance reflects the direction the government has already begun taking

through its climate policies.

Information and Knowledge Management Division
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Dangerous summers: How heatwaves and wildfires change life across Europe
By: Everton Fox

Europe’s summers are transforming. What were once considered exceptionally high
temperatures, such as the near 40 degrees Celsius (104 degrees Fahrenheit) being
experienced in Prague, are becoming the norm.

According to Europe’s Copernicus Climate Change Service, late May and June heatwaves
brought daily average temperatures of more than 10C (18F) above the norm in parts of France,
the United Kingdom and Spain.

Western European temperatures averaged 20.74C (69F) in June, 3.06C (5.4F) above the
1991-2020 average.

With some temperatures climbing well above 40C, prolonged droughts, destructive wildfires and
shrinking rivers are no longer freak events but recurring features of European summers.

Scientists have repeatedly warned that climate change would increase the frequency and
intensity of extreme weather. Heatwaves now last longer, arrive earlier and affect more countries
simultaneously.

The consequences extend beyond uncomfortable temperatures. They are reshaping
ecosystems, economies and daily life across much of the continent.

Wildfires: Larger, earlier and more destructive

Extreme heat dries vegetation, turning forests, scrubland and grass into fuel for fires. When
strong winds combine with prolonged drought, fires can spread more rapidly and become ever
more difficult to control.

Countries across the Mediterranean area — including Spain, Portugal, Greece, Italy and France
— have a history of wildfires. But fire season now starts earlier, lasts longer, and affects regions
that in the past faced a much lower risk.

The European Union recorded at least 1 million hectares (2.5 million acres) of land burned in
the region last year, nearly double the historical average.

Some fires are so intense they generate their own weather systems. Known as
pyrocumulonimbus clouds, these towering smoke clouds can produce powerful winds, lightning
and embers that ignite new fires several kilometres away, making them even harder to contain.


https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2026/8/3/new-summers-how-heatwaves-and-wildfires-change-life-across

Beyond the immediate destruction of homes and forests, wildfires damage biodiversity, release
dangerous quantities of carbon dioxide and leave landscapes vulnerable to erosion and flooding
when heavy rain eventually returns.

Water under pressure

Heatwaves also place enormous strain on Europe’s water resources. Higher temperatures
increase evaporation from rivers, lakes and reservoirs while reducing soil moisture. Mountain
snowpacks melt earlier in spring, leaving less water available during the hottest months.

Rivers such as the Rhine, Po and Danube have repeatedly experienced unusually low water
levels during recent summers. Low rivers disrupt shipping, reduce hydroelectric power
generation and can threaten industrial operations that rely on river water for cooling.

Agriculture is often among the hardest hit sectors due to high temperatures. Farmers across
Southern and Central Europe are dealing with reduced crop yields, livestock heat stress and
greater demand for irrigation at the same time water is becoming scarce.

A study released in May by the European Investment Bank and the European Commission
projected that climate change threatens to increase annual European agricultural losses by as
much as 66 percent by 2050, threatening the future of food production.

Some regions are already restricting water use during prolonged dry spells, a sign of how
climate change is beginning to affect everyday life.

Health hazards, strain on energy systems intensify
Heat is among Europe’s deadliest natural hazards. Unlike floods or storms, the impacts are
often less visible but more widespread.

Older people, children and people with existing medical conditions are most at risk. Hospitals
see increased admissions linked to dehydration, heatstroke and cardiovascular illness during
heatwaves.

Cities are especially vulnerable because concrete and asphalt absorb and retain heat, creating
what is known as the urban heat island effect. Night-time temperatures remain high, preventing
buildings and people from cooling down.

The growing use of air conditioning offers some protection but creates another challenge.
Electricity demand often surges during heatwaves as millions of people seek relief from the high

temperatures. This coincides with a slump in efficiency in power generation as warmer rivers
mean that the cooling of thermal and nuclear power stations is more of a challenge.



This creates a growing challenge for Europe’s energy systems as demand rises precisely when
supply can become more constrained.

Economic costs escalate

The financial effects from this environmental crisis are mounting. The European Environment
Agency estimates that extreme weather has already cost Europe 738 billion euros ($850bn)
from 1980 to 2023. At least 162 billion euros ($190bn) of that was in the most recent three-year
period.

The agency projected a lack of robust climate action could cost the European economy more
than 5.6 ftrillion euros ($6.4 trillion) by 2050. These costs affect almost all sectors of the
economy.

Wildfires destroy homes, tourism infrastructure and businesses. Drought reduces agricultural
production while low river levels disrupt trade and manufacturing.

Outdoor workers in construction and agriculture face reduced productivity as extreme heat
makes working safely more difficult.

Insurance losses from weather disasters have also risen sharply over recent decades.
Three-quarters of Europe’s natural disaster losses are uninsured, according to the European
Central Bank.

Meanwhile, governments face growing costs associated with responding to emergencies and
rebuilding communities.

Many economists argued that investing in climate resilience today will be significantly cheaper
than repeatedly paying the costs of more frequent disasters.

Adapting as warming accelerates

Climate projections consistently indicate that Europe will continue to warm faster than the global
average. Southern Europe is expected to experience hotter and drier summers, increasing the
likelihood of severe drought and wildfires.

Even Northern Europe, traditionally associated with milder summers, is expected to experience
more intense heatwaves. Cairngorms National Park in the Scottish Highlands recently
witnessed wildfires that forced local communities to flee

Communities are already adapting to some extent. Cities are planting more trees to provide
shade, redesigning streets to reduce heat, expanding early warning systems and have begun
developing cooling centres for vulnerable residents.



Water conservation, improved forest management and more resilient infrastructure are
becoming important parts of long-term planning. Agriculture is also changing as farmers
experiment with drought-resistant crops, different planting schedules and more efficient irrigation
systems.

But scientists stressed that adaptation alone will not be enough. Without significant reductions in
greenhouse gas emissions, the conditions that create extreme weather are expected to become
more common in the years ahead.

Europe’s recent summers are no longer viewed simply as isolated weather events. They offer a
glimpse of what a warmer climate could mean.

The challenge lies in responding to today’s extremes and preparing populations for climates in
which intense anomalies become normal.
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Extreme heat costs poorest workers their health and wages
By: Akanksha Saxena

When temperatures soar across Asia's cities, informal workers face a choice: risk their health or
lose their income. For many, the effects don't end when the workday is over.

Brijpal Singh spends long hours working construction under the blazing sun in Noida, a
sprawling industrial satellite city in India's National Capital Region. Even as temperatures soar
past 45 degrees Celsius (113 Fahrenheit), work on the building site rarely stops.

By the end of each shift, the 51-year-old says his heart is pounding, and he's usually dizzy,
dehydrated and physically drained from hours in the heat. Yet taking a day off is a luxury he
cannot afford.

Missing work would mean losing his daily wage of 500 to 600 rupees ($6 to $7, €5.20 to €6.10).
The money supports his wife and three children living in a village in Uttar Pradesh, a two-day
journey away .

"There are days when | don't feel like working," said Singh. "But if | miss a day, who will take
care of my children and pay for their expenses?"

Some 5 million people work in the Delhi region's informal economy, accounting for roughly 80%
of the total workforce. And as climate change drives up temperatures, many paid by the day like
Singh are faced with an impossible trade-off between providing for their families and protecting
their health.

Extreme heat harms health, productivity and earnings

The past decade has been India's warmest on record, bringing more frequent, intense, and
prolonged heat waves. At the same time, heat is reducing productivity and increasing illnesses,
with one study finding rising temperatures could be costing informal workers the equivalent of
2% of their country's GDP annually. That's nearly $80 billion (€69 billion).

"Wage losses are only going to worsen as temperatures continue to rise," said Ameena Kidwai,
lead researcher at People's Courage International, a nonprofit aiming to strengthen informal
workers' rights. "Workers are now putting in many more hours than they did before to complete
the same amount of work."

The US-based organization surveyed informal workers in five Asian cities. Kidwai said some of
those surveyed reported that tasks once completed in eight hours now take 10 to 12 hours
during the hottest months, as they slow down to cope with dangerous conditions.


https://amp.dw.com/en/growing-impact-of-extreme-heat-on-informal-workers-in-asias-cities/a-78220714

With heat becoming a major occupational hazard, workers described the harm to their health,
ranging from respiratory and gastrointestinal illnesses to stroke and kidney disease.

"As a result, workers also have to spend more on over-the-counter medicines and visits to
clinics or hospitals," Kidwai said.

Out of the work frying pan and into the home furnace
A lack of ability to recover is a defining feature of urban heat for informal workers — from
construction laborers and street vendors to delivery riders — say researchers.

Like Singh, many are migrants who leave their families behind to earn a living in fast-growing
cities, said Patricia Samantha Narvaez, a program manager at the Philippine development
organization IDEALS.

"You would expect home to be a place of relief," said Narvaez. "But many live in densely packed
neighborhoods with poor ventilation, little green space and heat-absorbing concrete."

That's the case for Singh, who returns to a single room with poor ventilation after work. During
the hot months from April to June, it becomes a furnace, and frequent power cuts make it
difficult to cool down before the next day's shift.

"During the hot days, | can't eat well," Singh said. "l often drink oral rehydration solution and go
to bed without eating."

Narvaez surveyed informal workers in Quezon City for a report on the impacts of extreme heat.
The city is just northeast of Manila, the capital of the Philippines, a country in which some 42%
of the employed population are informal workers.

"Some participants described Quezon City as a 'concrete jungle' because even at night it
remains unbearably hot," said Narvaez.

Fifty-year-old Aida Tano has experienced such conditions firsthand. Tano worked in a garment
factory in Quezon City for nearly two decades, where soaring temperatures, heat-generating
machinery and poor ventilaton turned the production floor into an oven. With no air conditioning,
four workers shared one electric fan.

"There was no escape from the heat," Tano said. "We complained, but management told us that
if we couldn't endure it, we could leave."

Narvaez says it's not unusual for factory owners to restrict measures that help workers cope
with the heat even for trivial reasons such as not wanting fans to break down. At Tano's
workplace, she had to pay for her own drinking water, and even climbing stairs to leave on her
break became too exhausting in the heat.



The factory has since closed, but after a long day in extreme heat, Tano, who now does odd
jobs like sewing and cleaning, would come back to a house with no AC. She still relies on
electric fans and keeping windows covered to block the sun, both of which do little to cool her
home.

Working women bear the brunt of extreme heat
The economic impacts of climate change hit women hardest, largely because they account for a
majority of the world's poor, according to the United Nations.

Women in the informal economy also shoulder a disproportionately large burden because they
combine paid work with unpaid caregiving responsibilities, said Ameena Kidwai of People's
Courage International.

"They're managing their jobs while also running their households," Kidwai said. "When children
or older family members fall sick during a heat wave, the caregiving duties falls largely on
women."

Shanti Devi, a 36-year-old daily wage laborer in Noida, has been her family's sole breadwinner
since her husband was injured in a workplace accident several years ago.

"Now | have to manage the house, care for my children and also try to earn a living," said Devi.

During heat waves, school closures and a shift to online classes often force Devi to stay home
with her four children instead of going to work. Each day of lost wages adds to the already
struggling family's financial strain.

"l took the day off because it is too hot to work, and my children are home because their school
is closed for the summer," Devi said. "l have to cook for them. When school is open, they eat
their meals there."

Frequent power outages and overheated homes, also leave many women up through the night
caring for family members in the heat before returning to work the next day. Disrupted sleep and
lack of rest come with increased health risks, such as heart disease and diabetes, meaning
women are often more vulnerable than men in heat waves.

Researchers say these overlapping pressures expose a gap in many cities' efforts to adapt to a
heating planet. While India has introduced heat action plans, and Quezon City is developing its

own measures, protections for informal workers remain limited and unevenly enforced.

As temperatures rise because of human-caused climate change, experts say measures focus
largely on short-term responses and often overlook the realities of informal workers' lives.
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"Climate change will only deepen existing inequalities because those with the fewest resources
are often the most exposed to extreme heat," Narvaez said. "Ultimately, resilient cities cannot be
built on exhausted and unprotected workers."
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Why wetlands matter more than ever
By Henrylito D. Tacio

“Wetlands are weird,” said Dr. Jerome L. Montemayor, executive director of the Laguna-based
ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity. “To those who are unfamiliar, it either looks like a muddy lake or
a waterlogged forest. But after years in this field, you will definitely learn to appreciate these
valuable natural resources and say that wetlands certainly have more than meets the eye.”

Paul A. Keddy, author of “Wetland Ecology: Principles and Conservation,” defines a wetland as
“an ecosystem that arises when inundation by water produces soil dominated by anaerobic
processes which, in turn, forces the biota, particularly rooted plants, to adapt to flooding.”

A patch of land that develops pools of water after a rainstorm would not be considered a
wetland, even though the land is wet. Specifically, wetlands are characterized by a water table
that stands at or near the land surface for a prolonged period each year, allowing aquatic plants
to thrive.

Wetlands are vital ecosystems in the country's natural environment. They are classified into
three main types: freshwater, estuarine, and marine. These include natural wetlands such as
rivers, lakes, swamps, marshes, peatlands, ponds, mangrove forests, seagrass meadows, and
reef flats, as well as man-made wetlands such as dams and rice fields.

“As an archipelago, we are shaped by water,” explained Robert E.A. Borje, Vice Chairperson
and Executive Director of the Climate Change Commission, the country’s lead policy-making
body on climate change. “Mangroves line our coasts, wetlands sit at river mouths and
floodplains, and inland marshes and lakes regulate rainfall and runoff.”

According to Borje, these ecosystems serve as an initial barrier against concentrated climate
hazards. They are where storm surges lose intensity, floodwaters spread instead of wreaking
havoc, and risks are reduced before they escalate into disasters.

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) calls wetlands “the unsung heroes of the
climate crisis.” Wetlands store more carbon than any other ecosystem, with peatlands, a
particular type of vegetated wetland, alone storing twice as much carbon as all of the world’s
forests.

“Wetlands regulate water and store carbon in ways no engineered system can fully replicate,”
Borje said. “They temper floods, blunt storm surges, and lock away carbon accumulated over
centuries. When intact, they quietly reduce climate risk. When degraded, that risk is transferred,
often directly into towns, infrastructure, and public budgets.”

One often overlooked aspect of wetlands is the communities that surround them.
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“They do not just depend on these natural resources for their livelihood and sustenance,”
Montemayor said. “In return, they also become the de facto guardians of wetlands. Bound by a
shared sense of responsibility, they are keepers of tradition and knowledge that is handed over
to future generations.”

In the past, wetlands served as sites for human habitation, spiritual significance, and food
production, reflecting sustainable interactions between people and the natural environment.

Around the world, more than one billion people depend on wetlands for their livelihoods. About
40 percent of all plant and animal species — from insects to ducks and moose — live or breed in
their shallow waters.

Wetlands also act as extraordinary natural water filters. According to the Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment, they trap sediments and absorb pollutants, significantly improving water quality.

“As water flows through these ecosystems, wetland vegetation and soil microorganisms break
down contaminants, such as excess nutrients and harmful chemicals,” the assessment noted.

This natural filtration process not only purifies water but also prevents pollutants from reaching
larger bodies of water, such as rivers and lakes. The role is especially important in agricultural
areas, where runoff carries fertilizers and pesticides into streams, causing algal blooms and
reducing oxygen levels in aquatic ecosystems.

“Aside from their role as natural water reservoirs, wetlands serve as barriers against strong
winds, heavy rain, and rising sea levels,” said Theresa Mundita Lim, former executive director of
the Biodiversity Management Bureau. “Wetlands are essential habitats for a variety of fish,
animals, birds, insects, shellfish, and amphibians. They also serve as abundant sources of food
and breeding sites for migratory waterbirds.”

But these wetlands, along with lakes, rivers, and other aquatic ecosystems around the world,
are in peril. UNEP said wetlands are disappearing three times faster than forests, with more
than 35 percent of wetlands worldwide degraded or lost since the 1970s.

“In the Philippines, land conversion, reclamation, pollution, and poorly planned development
continue to erode wetlands even as climate impacts intensify,” Borje said. “The result is not
simply environmental loss. It is heightened exposure: more flooding, greater storm damage,
higher recovery costs, and deeper disruptions to food systems and local economies.”

“‘Depending on the extent of climate-related sea level rise, some 20 to 90 percent of current
coastal wetlands could be gone by the end of the century,” UNEP warned.

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) stressed the need to reverse
this trend.
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“If this trend continues, the world will lose valuable ecosystems which deliver unrivalled benefits
to humanity,” the DENR said.

“Wetlands do that work quietly — absorbing, slowing, and buffering risk day after day,” Borje
reminded. “Keeping this natural shield in place is one of the most practical, disciplined, and
forward-looking decisions the Philippines has made. This is a decision we must continue to
strengthen and broaden in its implementation nationwide.”
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PANAY NEWS

Greenbelt ordinance to get science-based upgrade to strengthen coastal protection,
climate resilience
By: Ma. Theresa Ladiao

Barely weeks after enacting its landmark Coastal Greenbelt Zone Ordinance, the lloilo City
Government is already moving to strengthen it through science-based amendments that would
transform it from a mangrove-centered measure into a comprehensive ecosystem-driven coastal
protection policy.

The proposed revisions, crafted after consultations with coastal ecology experts, seek to ensure
that restoration efforts are guided by scientific principles rather than a one-size-fits-all approach,
while expanding protection to a wider range of coastal ecosystems vulnerable to climate change
and environmental degradation.

Councilor Romel Duron, chairperson of the Sangguniang Panlungsod committee on
environment and principal author of Regulation Ordinance No. 2026-0189, said the
amendments are intended to align the city’s pioneering greenbelt policy with current scientific
standards in coastal restoration and climate adaptation.

Approved by the City Council on July 1 and signed by Mayor Raisa Trefas on July 7, the
ordinance established a mandatory 100-meter Coastal Greenbelt Zone to protect around 110
hectares of mangrove forests while reducing coastal hazards and strengthening climate
resilience.

Under the proposed amendments, the ordinance would recognize the interconnected nature of
coastal ecosystems by expanding protection beyond mangroves to include beach forests,
strand vegetation, estuarine forests, riparian vegetation, coastal wetlands, dune vegetation, and
native urban coastal forests, depending on the characteristics of each shoreline.

The revisions also adopt the principle of “Right Ecosystem, Right Place,” requiring restoration
projects to use vegetation naturally suited to specific coastal habitats instead of applying
uniform planting methods.

Among the key proposals are mandatory ecological assessments before planting, the exclusive
use of native species, prohibition of invasive plants, ecosystem mapping, biodiversity
inventories, shoreline monitoring, and climate resilience evaluations as part of the city’s Coastal
Greenbelt Management Plan.

The amendments likewise seek tougher environmental safeguards by expanding prohibited acts

to include the destruction of beach forests, wetlands and other native coastal habitats, illegal
reclamation, waste dumping, sand and coral extraction, and the introduction of invasive species.
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They also propose a graduated penalty system, mandatory ecological restoration at the
violator’s expense, environmental compensation measures, and a “No Net Loss” policy requiring
developers to restore or replace any unavoidable loss of native coastal ecosystems.

To ensure long-term scientific oversight, the proposal calls for the creation of a Scientific
Advisory Panel composed of experts in coastal ecology, marine biology, botany, forestry,
restoration ecology and climate adaptation, while encouraging research partnerships with
institutions such as the University of the Philippines Visayas and requiring periodic reviews of
the ordinance every five years.

Duron said the city is also studying the possible expansion of the ordinance’s coverage to other
coastal areas, including Villa Beach.

“This is ongoing. We can expand. Initially, we are focusing only on the identified areas, but we
are not limiting ourselves to those,” Duron said.

He stressed that any future expansion would be based on scientific evidence.

“As of now, Villa Beach is not included because we are still focusing on mangrove protection.
We are studying the possibility, which is why we may amend the ordinance if we decide to
include that area,” he said.

“If we plant mangroves, they must be in the proper habitat, and that area is not suitable because
it is sandy. That is why our approach is scientific. If it is a beach, we can develop it, but behind it
there are beach forests that also need protection.”

Duron emphasized that environmental laws must evolve to respond to changing conditions and
priorities.

“There is no such thing as a permanent law. Laws can be amended to suit the needs of the
time. Law should be dynamic. As we see it now, it is a matter of prioritizing. What should we
prioritize — development, progress or protection? For now, we choose protection. If there are
investments, we will weigh them,” he said.
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity credits regional, multi-sectoral cooperation for mangrove

forest gains
By: Christopher Hedreyda

After decades of being considered among the world’'s most threatened ecosystems, mangrove
forests are showing signs of recovery, with the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) reporting a
steady increase in mangrove forest cover worldwide and across the ASEAN region through
natural regeneration supported by restoration initiatives.

In observance of the International Day for the Conservation of the Mangrove Ecosystem, ACB
highlighted this achievement while reiterating its call for sustained cooperation to strengthen
ecosystem conservation and restoration efforts.

Dr. Jerome Montemayor, Executive Director of the ACB, said sustaining and accelerating the
progress achieved in the ASEAN region requires continued collaboration among governments,
Indigenous Peoples, local communities, youth, women’s groups, civil society organizations, and
the private sector to protect and enhance mangrove ecosystems, which are vital to both wildlife
and human communities.

“In addition to being home to a diverse range of wildlife species, mangroves provide food and
other raw materials, sustain livelihoods, and have protected shorelines and those who live in
coastal areas from large waves, storms, and tsunamis,”

Montemayor said the ASEAN region is home to the world’s largest blue carbon ecosystems and
the highest concentration of mangroves, accounting for around 40 percent of global mangrove
cover, or more than seven million hectares.

As a demonstration of collective action, ASEAN member states developed the ASEAN Strategy
on Sustainable Mangrove Ecosystem Management, recognizing the critical role of mangroves
as part of the region’s blue carbon ecosystems.

“This document offers a strategic framework that guides actions and integrates science, policy,
community engagement, and international cooperation to promote the resilience and vitality of
the region’s mangrove ecosystems, mitigate the impacts of climate change, and continue to
contribute to the well-being of coastal communities and those who depend on these resources,”
the ACB director explained.

Some biodiversity conservation initiatives are also spearheaded by the centre in selected
communities, including a partnership with the Global Environment Centre in implementing the
Enhancing Conservation and Restoration of Wetlands and Peatlands in ASEAN as Effective
Sinks and Reservoirs of Greenhouse Gases project, an initiative funded by the UK Mission to
ASEAN through the ASEAN-UK Green Transition Fund.
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The project aims to develop science-based and practical approaches to protect wetlands and
peatlands, conserve biodiversity, and support sustainable livelihoods in protected areas,
including the Agusan Marsh Wildlife Sanctuary in Agusan del Sur, where micro-grants are
provided to help safeguard natural resources.

Montemayor also highlighted the ACB’s support for Mangrove Matters PH, a youth-led
environmental organization that promotes marine conservation in the country, through the
publication of Mangroves for YOUth.

The book aims to help elementary school students understand the importance of mangroves,
their unique characteristics, and their vital role in protecting coastal communities and supporting
biodiversity.

Although significant progress has been made globally, the ACB chief emphasized that
mangrove ecosystems continue to face threats, with substantial losses still being reported in
different parts of the world.

He added that changes in individual behavior and public mindset remain essential in fulfilling the
shared responsibility of conserving these valuable natural resources.

“One can participate in mangrove planting and growing activities, ensuring that the right species
are used in the appropriate areas, promote and patronize sustainable businesses, reduce
plastic pollution, actively take part in public awareness activities, and generously support the
youth movement engaged in biodiversity conservation, climate action, and blue economy
solutions,”

The ACB remains optimistic that the momentum gained by ASEAN in recent years will be

sustained and further accelerated, adding that the recovery of mangrove ecosystems should
inspire more people across the ASEAN region to become stewards of biodiversity. (
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Philippine-Led UN resolution advances climate adaptation as human rights imperative

The Philippine-led resolution on Human Rights and Climate Change, adopted by consensus at
the 62nd Session of the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC), strengthens the
international framework recognizing climate adaptation as essential to protecting human rights,
the Climate Change Commission (CCC) said.

The resolution calls for science-based, people-centered, and country-driven climate action while
promoting stronger climate adaptation, disaster risk reduction, equitable access to climate
finance, and international cooperation to support developing countries and vulnerable
communities. It also underscores the importance of protecting present and future generations
from the adverse impacts of climate change.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said the consensus adoption
reflects the international community’s growing recognition that effective climate action must
place people, resilience, and adaptation at its core.

“Climate resilience is ultimately about protecting people. This resolution advances the principle
that strengthening climate adaptation is essential to protecting human rights.”

Borje said the resolution reinforces the Philippines’ long-standing principled position for
science-based, people-centered climate action and complements the implementation of the
Philippines’ first National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023—2050 completed under the administration
of President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. GeneralReference

“The National Adaptation Plan recognizes that climate adaptation is about enabling people and
communities to live safer, healthier, and more secure lives despite a changing climate through a
systems, predictive and prescribe approach. This resolution reinforces that direction.”

The Commission noted that the resolution advances priorities already reflected in the
Philippines’ climate agenda, including science-informed adaptation, inclusive decision-making,
disaster risk reduction, intergenerational equity, protection of vulnerable sectors, and improved
access to climate finance. It likewise encourages stronger international cooperation to help
climate-vulnerable developing countries build resilience.

The CCC acknowledged the leadership of the Philippine Permanent Mission to the United

Nations in Geneva and the Department of Foreign Affairs in successfully steering the
negotiations that led to the consensus adoption of the resolution.
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The Commission also supported the Philippine Mission and DFA by providing technical and
substantive policy inputs drawn from the country’s climate governance framework, particularly
on climate adaptation, resilience, disaster risk reduction, climate finance, and the protection of
vulnerable sectors.

“For countries like the Philippines, adaptation is not optional. It is indispensable to protecting
lives, livelihoods, ecosystems, and development gains in a changing climate,” Borje said.

The CCC said the resolution further reinforces the importance of translating international
commitments into concrete action through national policies, local implementation, and sustained
international cooperation.

The Commission reaffirmed its commitment to work with government agencies, local
government units, development partners, civil society organizations, the private sector, the
academe, and communities to strengthen climate resilience and advance sustainable
development through evidence-informed and inclusive climate governance.

The Climate Change Commission is the country’s lead policy-making body on climate change.
Under Republic Act No. 9729, or the Climate Change Act of 2009, as amended by Republic Act
No. 10174, the CCC is mandated to coordinate, monitor, and evaluate government programs
and ensure the mainstreaming of climate change into national, local, and sectoral development
plans.
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CCC: From prediction to better public decisions

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) welcomed President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s
guidance to move the country from reactive to predictive governance, describing it as a strategic
direction that reinforces the importance of science, evidence, and long-term planning in public
governance.

The CCC said the President’'s guidance is supported by the country’s evolving climate
governance architecture, particularly the National Adaptation Plan (NAP), the Nationally
Determined Contribution Implementation Plan (NDCIP), and the National Climate Risk
Management Framework (NCRMF), which strengthen the government’s capacity to anticipate
risks and integrate climate information into planning, investment, and decision-making.

“Predictive governance recognizes that good governance is increasingly measured not only by
how effectively institutions respond after crises occur, but also by how well they anticipate risks
and make better public decisions before those risks become disasters,” CCC Vice Chairperson
and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said.

The Commission highlighted the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023-2050, completed under
the administration of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., as the country’s first long-term national
adaptation strategy. The Plan seeks to reduce climate vulnerability by building adaptive capacity
and resilience while integrating climate change adaptation into relevant policies, plans,
programs, public investment, and development planning. It also provides the framework for a
whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach to adaptation, guided by the best available
science, climate information, and risk assessments.

Complementing the NAP is the Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan
(NDCIP), which translates the Philippines’ climate commitments into coordinated
implementation by identifying sectoral priorities, institutional responsibilities, financing
requirements, and monitoring arrangements. Together with the National Climate Risk
Management Framework (NCRMF)—which adopts a unified, science- and risk-based approach
to climate risk management, including probabilistic climate risk assessment and evaluation—the
country’s climate policy framework strengthens risk-informed governance and supports more
integrated public decision-making.

“These policies are governance instruments,” Borje said. “They strengthen the government’s
capacity to integrate evidence into planning, align investments with long-term national priorities,

and improve the quality of public decision-making.”

Borje said the President’s guidance on predictive governance also charts a longer-term direction
for public institutions.
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“‘As government strengthens its capacity for science-based planning, futures thinking, and
multi-risk governance, predictive governance can progressively evolve into a more prescriptive
approach to governance—not by prescribing outcomes, but by ensuring that science, evidence,
and foresight consistently shape today’s decisions for tomorrow’s Philippines.”

The Commission reaffirmed its commitment to continue advancing the implementation of the
NAP, the NDC, and the NCRMF in partnership with national government agencies, local
government units, the private sector, development partners, academia, civil society, and
communities.

The Climate Change Commission is the Philippines’ lead policy-making body on climate
change. Under Republic Act No. 9729, or the Climate Change Act of 2009, as amended by
Republic Act No. 10174, the Commission is mandated to formulate policies, coordinate, monitor,
and evaluate government programs and action plans on climate change, and ensure the
mainstreaming of climate change into national, sectoral, and local development plans and
programs.
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Climate Change Commission engages Soccsksargen youth in safeguarding environment
By: Shahana Joy Duerme-Mangasar

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) encouraged young people to get involved in the
government’s initiatives, aimed at protecting the environment.

In his visit to Koronadal National Comprehensive High School, CCC Vice-Chairperson and
Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje emphasized the importance of fully embracing climate
resilience to prevent more severe environmental issues in the future.

“Dapat magtrabaho tayo together. Kailangang pahalagahan na natin ‘yong pinakaimportante sa
buhay natin, and that's the opportunity to live without fear na sa next na ulan babahain kayo,
tatangayin kayo ng baha, masisira ang bahay ninyo, etc.,” he said.

(We should all work together. We need to value what is most important in our lives, and that is
the opportunity to live without fear that the next rainfall will flood you, sweep you away, or
destroy your home.)

Borje also pointed out the reckless actions of individuals that have contributed to climate
change.

“‘Ang problema natin sa climate change, as much as it is a problem ecologically, it is also a
problem that we have formed generations ahead” (Our problem with climate change, as much
as it is a problem ecologically, it is also a problem that we have formed generations ahead), he
added.

The official shared with the students the mandates of the CCC as the government’s lead
policy-making body on climate change, as well as the efforts of concerned agencies in
intensifying their respective adaptation and mitigation programs to promote climate resiliency in
communities.

Aside from his brief discussion with the students, Borje led a tree growing activity in the campus
by planting 30 narra seedlings.

Haytham Arrayan S. Bantuas, one of the students of the KNCHS encouraged his fellow
students to share in realizing a climate-resilient community. He also suggested simple ways on
how to protect the environment.

‘lwasan ang pagkalat ng basura at kung posible iwas ang paggamit sa plastic. Huwag kung

saan-saan lang magtapon ng basura, kundi puwedeng ipa-recycle. Halimbawa, ang ating mga
plastic bottle puwedeng gamitin bilang laruan o pencil case at iba pa,” he said.

23


https://pia.gov.ph/news/climate-change-commission-engages-soccsksargen-youth-in-safeguarding-environment/

(Avoid the spread of garbage and, if possible, avoid using plastic. Do not throw trash just
anywhere; instead, recycle it. For example, our plastic bottles can be used to make toys, pencil
cases, and more.)

Meanwhile, the Climate Change Commission highlighted that the national government is doing
its best to ensure that the effects of climate change are being addressed.

“Ang pamahalaan natin ngayon ay nag-aaral kung paano i-update ang mga standards natin to
make our infrastructure climate-proof. Importante also to make sure that our planning includes a

multi-risk approach,” Borje noted.

(Our government is currently studying how to update our standards to make our infrastructure
climate-proof. It is also important to ensure that our planning includes a multi-risk approach.)

Borje emphasized that historically, the Philippines is a very low emitter of greenhouse gas
emissions, but the country still suffers the impacts of climate change.

With this, he said that the government is trying to address these issues and is making sure that
the core interest of the Philippines as a developing country is protected.
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Philippine-led UN resolution advances climate adaptation as human rights imperative

The Philippine-led resolution on Human Rights and Climate Change, adopted by consensus at
the 62nd Session of the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC), strengthens the
international framework recognizing climate adaptation as essential to protecting human rights,
the Climate Change Commission (CCC) said.

The resolution calls for science-based, people-centered, and country-driven climate action while
promoting stronger climate adaptation, disaster risk reduction, equitable access to climate
finance, and international cooperation to support developing countries and vulnerable
communities. It also underscores the importance of protecting present and future generations
from the adverse impacts of climate change.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said the consensus adoption
reflects the international community’s growing recognition that effective climate action must
place people, resilience, and adaptation at its core.

“Climate resilience is ultimately about protecting people. This resolution advances the principle
that strengthening climate adaptation is essential to protecting human rights.”

Borje said the resolution reinforces the Philippines’ long-standing principled position for
science-based, people-centered climate action and complements the implementation of the
Philippines’ first National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023—2050 completed under the administration
of President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr.

“The National Adaptation Plan recognizes that climate adaptation is about enabling people and
communities to live safer, healthier, and more secure lives despite a changing climate through a
systems, predictive, and prescribe approach. This resolution reinforces that direction.”

The Commission noted that the resolution advances priorities already reflected in the
Philippines’ climate agenda, including science-informed adaptation, inclusive decision-making,
disaster risk reduction, intergenerational equity, protection of vulnerable sectors, and improved
access to climate finance. It likewise encourages stronger international cooperation to help
climate-vulnerable developing countries build resilience.

The CCC acknowledged the leadership of the Philippine Permanent Mission to the United
Nations in Geneva and the Department of Foreign Affairs in successfully steering the
negotiations that led to the consensus adoption of the resolution.

The Commission also supported the Philippine Mission and DFA by providing technical and
substantive policy inputs drawn from the country’s climate governance framework, particularly
on climate adaptation, resilience, disaster risk reduction, climate finance, and the protection of
vulnerable sectors.
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“For countries like the Philippines, adaptation is not optional. It is indispensable to protecting
lives, livelihoods, ecosystems, and development gains in a changing climate,” Borje said.

The CCC said the resolution further reinforces the importance of translating international
commitments into concrete action through national policies, local implementation, and sustained
international cooperation.

The Commission reaffirmed its commitment to work with government agencies, local
government units, development partners, civil society organizations, the private sector, the
academe, and communities to strengthen climate resilience and advance sustainable
development through evidence-informed and inclusive climate governance.

The Climate Change Commission is the country’s lead policy-making body on climate change.
Under Republic Act No. 9729, or the Climate Change Act of 2009, as amended by Republic Act
No. 10174, the CCC is mandated to coordinate, monitor, and evaluate government programs
and ensure the mainstreaming of climate change into national, local, and sectoral development
plans.
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CCC backs PBBM’s predictive governance agenda vs climate change
By Marita Moaje

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Monday said President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.'s
call for predictive governance reflects the direction the government has already begun taking
through its climate policies.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje, in a news release,
underscored the importance of placing science, risk assessment and long-term planning at the
center of public decision-making.

“Predictive governance recognizes that good governance is increasingly measured not only by
how effectively institutions respond after crises occur, but also by how well they anticipate risks
and make better public decisions before those risks become disasters,” he stressed.

In his 5th State of the Nation Address (SONA), President Marcos said the government has
‘moved on from the reactive approach,” especially during emergencies.

“Now, we are not only proactive, but predictive as well, aided by digital tools,” Marcos said.

He said the government has established a nationwide disaster response network with disaster
resource centers in Luzon and the Visayas, with another being established in Mindanao, backed
by 15 hubs, 76 spokes and 919 last-mile facilities across the country.

The President added that the system enables relief goods to reach affected areas within 24
hours and is supported by mobile power units, an emergency communications system, and a
satellite-to-mobile service to help maintain power and communications during disasters.

“At dahil mayroon na tayong konsepto ng State of Imminent Disaster, hindi na natin hinihintay
na mangyari ang sakuna. Aagapan natin ang paghahanda at pagresponde (And because we
now have the concept of a State of Imminent Disaster, we no longer wait for the disaster to
happen. We will proactively prepare and respond),” he said.

Borje said the President's remarks are consistent with the country's climate governance
framework, particularly the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023-2050, the Nationally
Determined Contribution Implementation Plan (NDCIP), and the National Climate Risk
Management Framework (NCRMF).

These policies, the CCC said, are intended to strengthen the government's ability to anticipate
climate risks and incorporate scientific evidence into planning, investment, and decision-making.
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The NAP, completed under the Marcos administration, is the country's first long-term strategy for
climate adaptation, aimed at reducing climate vulnerability by building resilience and integrating
adaptation into national and local policies, development plans, public investments, and
programs.

Meanwhile, the NDCIP laid out how the Philippines will implement its climate commitments by
identifying sectoral priorities, financing requirements, institutional responsibilities, and
monitoring mechanisms, while the NCRMF provides a unified, science-based approach to
assessing and managing climate risks.

“These policies are governance instruments,” Borje said.

“They strengthen the government’'s capacity to integrate evidence into planning, align
investments with long-term national priorities, and improve the quality of public
decision-making,” he added.

Borje stressed that the President's call for predictive governance points to a broader
transformation in public institutions.

The CCC, meanwhile, assured that it will continue working with national government agencies,
local government units, private sector, development partners, academe, civil society
organizations and communities.

“‘As government strengthens its capacity for science-based planning, futures thinking, and
multi-risk governance, predictive governance can progressively evolve into a more prescriptive
approach to governance—not by prescribing outcomes, but by ensuring that science, evidence,
and foresight consistently shape today’s decisions for tomorrow’s Philippines,” Borje said.

=END=
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