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AP NEWS 
 
This summer isn’t breaking heat records — yet. Wait until El Nino kicks in, scientists say 
By:  Seth Borenstein 
 
Wildfires are burning in North America and Europe. Deadly heat waves have parked over cities 
and the world’s oceans are the hottest ever recorded for this time of year. A strengthening El 
Nino is forecast to be off-the-charts, spiking global temperatures and warping weather all over. 
 
BUSINESS WORLD  
 
Philippines places 98th in climate vulnerability and adaptation index 
 
The Philippines ranked 98th out of 190 countries in the latest update of the Notre Dame Global 
Adaptation Initiative (ND-GAIN) Country Index by the University of Notre Dame. The country 
scored 47.1 out of 100, where higher is better, making it one of the most vulnerable and least 
ready countries to climate change in the region. The index, which used 2024 data, ranks 
countries based on their overall climate vulnerability and adaptation readiness. Philippine 
mutual funds 
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CIDRAP 
 
Climate change is shifting malaria activity in Africa 
By: Sarah Boden 
 
Climate change is moving where the malaria hotbeds are in Africa, forcing new regions to 
contend with the mosquito-borne disease. 
 
INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS 
 
Climate-Fueled Fires Put America’s Natural and Cultural Sites At Risk 
By: Kiley Price 
 
New studies find that wildfire is a major threat to significant historical and national park sites 
across the United States. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Signals hoisted over areas in Luzon due to TS Maymay — Pagasa 
By: Holly Bacay 
 
MANILA, Philippines — Tropical cyclone wind signals were hoisted over many areas in Luzon 
on Wednesday, August 5, due to Tropical Storm Maymay, the state weather bureau said.  
 
WALANG PASOK: Class suspensions for August 5 due to bad weather 
By: Dianne Sampang 
 
MANILA, Philippines — Classes in some areas will be suspended on Wednesday, August 5, 
2026, due to the inclement weather brought by the low pressure area (LPA) and southwest 
monsoon. 
 
PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
Weakened 'Luis,' another LPA to bring heavy rains on Aug. 4 
By: Renalyn Ramirez 
 
MANILA, Philippines — Tropical cyclone Luis weakened into a low pressure area (LPA) on 
Monday evening, August 3, but it is still expected to bring heavy rains across the country on 
Tuesday, August 4, along with another LPA, the country's weather agency said. 
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RAPPLER 
 
More rain seen from LPA off La Union, southwest monsoon 
By: Acor Arceo 
 
The low pressure area west of La Union now has a high chance of becoming a tropical cyclone, 
says PAGASA on Tuesday afternoon, August 4 
 
THE WASHINGTON POST 
By: William S. Becker 
 
The democratic approach to confronting climate change 
 
The decisions we each make every day, particularly how we use energy, influence whether the 
weather becomes more extreme. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
PALAWAN NEWS  
 
Climate body says Marcos’ predictive governance aligns with PH climate strategy 
By: Jan Elmer Badilla 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Monday said President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s 
push for predictive governance is already reflected in the country’s climate policies, which 
emphasize science-based planning and early action against climate risks. Pulitika 
 
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY  
 
CCC ramps up partnerships against plastic pollution as Plastic-Free July concludes 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) joined the “Walang Plastikan, Walang Iwanan!” 
Plastic-Free July 2026 activities, supporting collective action to reduce single-use plastics and 
promote sustainable consumption and production. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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AP NEWS 
 
This summer isn’t breaking heat records — yet. Wait until El Nino kicks in, scientists say 
By:  Seth Borenstein 
 
Wildfires are burning in North America and Europe. Deadly heat waves have parked over cities 
and the world’s oceans are the hottest ever recorded for this time of year. A strengthening El 
Nino is forecast to be off-the-charts, spiking global temperatures and warping weather all over. 
 
While it may seem like the planet is baking through a record-shattering summer from hell, it’s 
not quite in record territory. Yet. 
 
So far this is only the third-hottest year, behind 2024 and 2025, climate statistics show. But give 
2026 time. Because of a one-two punch of accelerated human-caused global warming and a 
supersized El Nino, there’s an increasing chance that by the end of the year, 2026 could eke out 
the crown for the hottest year on record, eclipsing 2024 — or at least come close, scientists 
said. 
 
Even if this year sets the record, it won’t last long. Although scientists disagree on whether 2026 
will be the hottest year on record, they agree on it being a near lock that 2027 will beat out any 
modern year for heat, maybe by a great deal. 
 
With wars around the globe in the last few years people didn’t pay much attention to climate 
change “because the world was on fire in different ways. The world is now on fire again with 
climate change in a way that’s increasingly difficult to ignore,” said climate scientist Zeke 
Hausfather of Berkeley Earth. “It’s going to keep getting worse.’' 
 
Increasing odds for a record hot year 
 
Hausfather calculated there’s a 35% chance that 2026 will pass 2024 as the hottest year on 
record. But Hausfather keeps increasing those odds nearly every month — up from only 7% in 
March. 
 
Former top NASA climate scientist James Hansen, often called the godfather of climate science 
for 40 years of accurate long-term warnings, predicted that 2026 will edge out 2024 at the end 
of the year. 
 
The world’s daily sea surface temperature tied 2024 starting in May and since June it’s been 
record hot nearly every day. With oceans more than 70% of the globe’s surface, there’s 
generally a month-and-a-half lag between heat showing up in oceans and then being reflected 
in the global average temperature, Hansen said. So it’s about time that the entire globe starts 
shattering records, he said. About 82% of the world’s ocean surface is overheated with marine 
heat waves this year, according to Europe’s Copernicus climate service. 
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About a month ago the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration forecast that 
there was a 66% chance that 2026 would be the fourth hottest and only a 0.1% chance it would 
be No.1 for warmth by year’s end. NOAA monitoring chief Russell Vose said those odds will be 
rising when NOAA finishes its analysis from July. 
 
Hausfather said what’s changing outlooks is the increasingly strong forecasts for a 
“mind-numbing” record-setting El Nino. 
 
El Nino is a natural temporary warming of parts of the equatorial Pacific that heats up the 
globe’s average temperature and warps weather extremes across the planet. Most forecasts 
have El Nino becoming the strongest in history. El Ninos always release pent-up heat in the 
ocean, but because of greenhouse gases trapping heat and 90% of it going into the world’s 
seas, there’s more heat to release, said Zachary Labe, a climate scientist at Climate Central, a 
science and communications nonprofit. 
 
The amount of heat in the world’s oceans — a marker of human-caused climate change — 
keeps setting new record highs, Labe said. 
 
This summer’s heat is human caused, not from El Nino 
 
Climate scientists said what we’ve seen this summer can’t be blamed on El Nino because its 
impacts really don’t kick in for a few more months. The fires, heat and extremes that have 
dominated the summer of 2026 are what scientists have long been warning about from the 
burning of coal, oil and gas. 
 
“The driver of the record warmth is climate change in the background. And it’s a much larger — 
much, much larger — contribution than El Nino, which is just a tenth to two-tenths of a degree 
on top of that long-term trend,” Labe said. 
 
That warming is accelerating, Hansen said. 
 
That’s because traditional industrial pollution that creates soot and smog — which cool the 
planet and mask greenhouse gas-triggered warming — is decreasing, Hansen said. Also, it 
looks as if the climate might be reacting to greenhouse gases stronger than scientists 
anticipated, he said. 
 
Heat waves keep hitting 
This summer’s heat waves have hit hard in places where people aren’t used to triple-digit heat, 
unlike in the tropics, climate scientists said. And they’ve been especially noticeable at night, 
making it hard for people to sleep, which impairs their health and their ability to be productive at 
work, said Samantha Burgess, global strategic lead at Copernicus climate service. 
 
She pointed to Europe, where there was an “exceptional” heat wave in May, another in June, 
two in July and another one going on now in France and Spain. 
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“European heat waves are not in isolation. So there’s also been shocking heat waves in North 
America. There’s been shockingly hot conditions in South America as well. There’s been 
devastating heat waves in India,” Burgess said. “There’s always heat waves somewhere in the 
world sometime, but what is very unusual for Europe for this particular year is the frequency and 
extent of the heat waves.” 
 
Princeton University climate scientist Michael Oppenheimer said this is what scientists have 
long been warning about. 
 
“These are vivid pictures of not just the future, which is what we used to say, but on the whole of 
what climate change is doing. There’s no question that climate change has increased the risk of 
wildfires. There’s no question that the climate change increased the probability of really hot, 
nasty, even unprecedented summers around the world.” 
 
The Associated Press’ climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from 
multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP’s standards for 
working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org. 
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BUSINESS WORLD  
 
Philippines places 98th in climate vulnerability and adaptation index 
 
The Philippines ranked 98th out of 190 countries in the latest update of the Notre Dame Global 
Adaptation Initiative (ND-GAIN) Country Index by the University of Notre Dame. The country 
scored 47.1 out of 100, where higher is better, making it one of the most vulnerable and least 
ready countries to climate change in the region. The index, which used 2024 data, ranks 
countries based on their overall climate vulnerability and adaptation readiness. Philippine 
mutual funds 
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CIDRAP 
 
Climate change is shifting malaria activity in Africa 
By: Sarah Boden 
 
Climate change is moving where the malaria hotbeds are in Africa, forcing new regions to 
contend with the mosquito-borne disease. 
 
Both the malaria parasite and the life cycle of the mosquito vectors, which are cold-blooded, are 
highly responsive to temperatures, making the disease sensitive to climate change.  
 
A recent study in Nature finds that rising temperatures have likely increased malaria in 
high-elevation East and southern Africa, where the weather is typically cooler. At the same time, 
climate change likely averted a comparable number of cases in West Africa, where 
temperatures are increasing to a point that it's hot enough to reduce transmission.  
 
The analysis used 50,425 surveys of malaria infection rates in sub-Saharan Africa, spanning 
1900–2016, to calculate monthly averages of the disease at the state or province level. Then, 
researchers modeled how temperature and extreme precipitation shaped the prevalence of 
malaria in each region, controlling for factors like seasonality and malaria intervention efforts. 
 
 
"Over the coming century, we project that climate change could marginally accelerate the 
elimination of malaria in West and central Africa, where the present-day burden is highest," write 
the study authors, which include researchers from Yale University, the University of California, 
Berkeley, and the University of Cape Town. 
 
Malaria mitigation efforts have a larger impact than climate change 
 
Although the effects of climate change on malaria are meaningful, the authors caution that the 
impact is far smaller than the reductions that have been achieved through medical care, 
mosquito nets, vector control, and economic development. These investments, they argue, can 
counterbalance the effects of climate change in most places. 
 
 
"Malaria elimination within the next generation remains plausible, even in the face of climate 
change," they said. 
 
They add that future work should explore how emerging methods for predicting climate change 
could give public health agencies valuable information in preparing for and responding to 
malaria activity. 
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INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS 
 
Climate-Fueled Fires Put America’s Natural and Cultural Sites At Risk 
By: Kiley Price 
 
New studies find that wildfire is a major threat to significant historical and national park sites 
across the United States. 
 
Climate-fueled wildfires could scorch many of the sites that shape America’s cultural identity.  
 
A study published in May found wildfire risk threatens the majority of sites designated by the 
federal government as historically significant, from centuries-old homes to cherished churches 
and cemeteries. A separate forward-looking study published last week found worsening climate 
change could substantially ramp up average potential fire frequency in four of California’s 
national parks by the end of the century, under a worst-case emissions scenario.  
 
The researchers say this data could help park and site managers better protect these places 
from flames. However, as experts sound the fire alarms for iconic American sites, the Trump 
administration is on a mission to remove mentions of climate change from many of these places.  
 
History in the Line of Fire 
 
Managed by the National Park Service, the National Register of Historic Places is the country’s 
official list of local, state and national landmarks “worthy of preservation,” according to the 
agency’s website. The inventory includes a sprawling hodgepodge of special sites, from the 
candy-cane-striped Sapelo Island Lighthouse in Georgia that served as a beacon for mariners 
about a century ago to the unusual row of eucalyptus trees along a side street road in Carmel 
Valley, California, planted more than 140 years ago. 
 
However, more than half of the 100,117 places listed in the registry at the time the research was 
compiled are exposed to measurable wildfire risk, according to the May study. The researchers 
built a map of this burn risk using a high-resolution fire simulator developed by the U.S. Forest 
Service, which combines data on factors such as weather, terrain and vegetation that influence 
wildfire behavior. Here’s the map if you’re curious about the wildfire risk for sites near you.  
 
Much of the highest-risk area is in the Western United States, where anthropogenic climate 
change doubled burned forest area above natural levels from 1984 to 2015. However, the 
researchers also identified hotspots in Oklahoma, Arkansas and several states along the 
southeastern coast.  
 
“One of the things that I think we underappreciate is the threat that wildfire poses to these 
places that help tie us to the landscape, that help build our sense of place, our identity, our 
cultural heritage,” Cat Fong, a researcher at the National Center for Ecological Analysis and 
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Synthesis, told me. “We were surprised by the extent of exposure that these places had to 
wildfire hazard.”  
 
She pointed to the Dragon Bravo Fire that tore through the North Rim of Grand Canyon National 
Park last year. Not only did the blaze burn nearly 150,000 acres, it also destroyed the historic 
Grand Canyon Lodge, a refuge first built in 1927 for visitors in the quieter side of the park. It had 
to be rebuilt in the 1930s following a fire before the recent blaze claimed the building once 
again.  
 
Sometimes the age and design of the buildings themselves makes them more likely to burn, 
Fong explained. Many older buildings do not follow modern fire codes, and retrofitting historical 
buildings to include things like sprinklers or ember grates can be highly expensive and detract 
from the historical value, Fong said.  
 
At some sites, vegetation that could ignite may be part of that historical value. Or in the 
eucalyptus-lined road’s case, the plants themselves are the history (and unfortunately, highly 
flammable).  
 
Fong noted the study focuses only on wildfire risk in these places based on historical conditions. 
A wide body of research shows that climate change could further stoke the fire threat.  
 
A separate study published last week suggests that a more severe fiery climate future threatens 
some of the country’s most beloved natural places: California’s national parks. 
 
National Parks at Risk 
Fire is crucial for forest health in many ecosystems across the Sierra Nevada mountain range in 
central California, clearing out dense undergrowth and spurring the release of seeds for certain 
trees, including those that grow into giant sequoias nearly the size of Big Ben.  
 
But experts say high heat, dry conditions and poor fire management practices are changing 
California’s fire regime and forest biomes. Anthropogenic climate change has increased wildfire 
in California forests more than other regions in the U.S., tripling burned area above natural 
levels since 1996.  
 
According to the new study, climate change increased average temperatures up to almost 4 
degrees Fahrenheit above pre-industrial levels from 1895 to 2023 in four of California’s national 
parks: Yosemite, Sequoia, Kings Canyon and Lassen Volcanic.  
 
Under a scenario of the highest greenhouse gas emissions, a worst-case situation scientists 
now believe the world can avoid, the researchers found accelerated warming and below 
average precipitation could increase the average potential fire frequency of the national parks 
150 percent to 350 percent by 2100.  
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On top of this, fire-dependent biomes such as temperate conifer forest and mixed shrubland 
could shift upslope and replace red fir forest and alpine grassland, where wildfire is infrequent or 
absent. Even in areas where these red fir forests and alpine grasslands do not shift, the heat of 
climate change could severely increase wildfire, according to study co-author Patrick Gonzalez, 
a climate change scientist and forest ecologist at the University of California, Berkeley.  
 
“The intensification or introduction of fire could damage these more sensitive vegetation types 
and eventually cause their local disappearance and the loss of their unique biodiversity,” 
Gonzalez told me over email. He previously served as the principal climate change scientist of 
the National Park Service and assistant director for climate and biodiversity of the White House 
Office of Science and Technology Policy. 
 
Fire managers in the U.S. use pre-European American settlement as a reference condition to 
select areas for letting naturally ignited fires burn or for setting controlled prescribed fires that 
help clear dry undergrowth that could otherwise fuel worse blazes. But the new research “shows 
that conventional method misses vast areas at high risk under climate change,” Gonzalez said. 
 
The study identifies high-risk areas at a resolution fine enough for the national parks managers 
to target specific places for proactive fire management. A key way to reduce climate-fueled fire 
risk, though, is by cutting carbon emissions, the researchers found.  
 
However, as researchers increasingly emphasize the rising climate and wildfire risks across 
sites managed by the National Park Service, the Trump administration has removed content that 
includes climate change-related information at parks and on the agency’s webpages.  
 
While the initiative faced legal pushback, a federal appeals court in July ruled the administration 
could continue removing park signs and exhibits related to topics such as slavery and climate 
change.  
 
“The pessimist in me worries deeply that we’re removing the climate narrative from all of our 
public-facing documentation around these things, around our national parks, and around our 
historic places,” said Fong.  
 
But she added that signs or not, warming impacts such as historic wildfire seasons and flooding 
have forced people to confront the reality of climate change. 
 
“The optimist in me believes that simply stripping some words out of some public-facing material 
will not change the shift that we’ve seen over the last 20 years,” Fong said. “I personally don’t 
think as a nation we’re burying our head in the sand. I think that that’s just a handful of people 
who are putting lipstick on a pig.”  
 
More Top Climate News  
As U.S. officials continue to investigate and contain the outbreak of cyclospora, experts point to 
possible climate connections with the parasite often found in produce that has caused severe 
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gastrointestinal distress in hundreds of people, Frida Garza reports for Grist. The cyclospora 
parasite is transferred in food and water contaminated with human feces, so you may be 
wondering: How does it end up in food? A common pathway is when irrigation water comes in 
contact with wastewater that is not treated to a high enough standard, which may be in greater 
use during drought conditions as producers struggle to hydrate their crops. Global warming may 
also be accelerating cyclospora’s maturation, increasing the risk of outbreaks for longer periods 
of time.  
 
The South Korean city of Yangsan reached 108.5 degrees Fahrenheit on Monday, the country’s 
hottest day since modern record-keeping started, Mark Saunokonoko reports for the Guardian. 
Many other cities saw similarly high temperatures amid a severe heat wave, prompting 
authorities to warn residents to halt all outdoor activities. Parts of Europe are also in the midst of 
a heat wave, which has disrupted energy supplies and fueled severe wildfires, Robbie Griffiths 
reports for NPR.  
 
A three-decade conservation initiative in Zimbabwe is helping bring back black rhinos in the 
country, Marcus Westberg reports for National Geographic. The country’s parks and wildlife 
management authority partnered with conservation groups and local leaders in the region after 
rhinos were nearly wiped out, largely due to poaching. These groups helped create systems to 
push back against poachers and rebuild populations to return to the Zambezi Valley. Their 
longer-term goal is to create genetically robust populations across all of Zimbabwe. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Signals hoisted over areas in Luzon due to TS Maymay — Pagasa 
By: Holly Bacay 
 
MANILA, Philippines — Tropical cyclone wind signals were hoisted over many areas in Luzon 
on Wednesday, August 5, due to Tropical Storm Maymay, the state weather bureau said.  
 
MANILA, Philippines — Tropical cyclone wind signals were hoisted over many areas in Luzon 
on Wednesday, August 5, due to Tropical Storm Maymay, the state weather bureau said.  
 
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) 
weather specialist Obet Badrina said during a 5 a.m weather advisory that Wind Signal No. 2 
was raised in the following areas due to the threat of gale-force winds brought by Maymay: 
 

●​ Central and southern portions of Ilocos Sur 
●​ Northern and central portions of La Union 
●​ Northwestern portion of Pangasinan 
●​ Southwestern portion of Abra 
●​ Western portion of Mountain Province 
●​ Northwestern portion of Benguet 

 
Meanwhile, Wind Signal No. 1 was also issued in the following areas due to strong winds: 
 

●​ Ilocos Norte 
●​ The rest of Ilocos Sur 
●​ The rest of La Union 
●​ The rest of Pangasinan 
●​ Apayao 
●​ The rest of Abra 
●​ Kalinga  
●​ The rest of Mountain Province 
●​ Ifugao 
●​ The rest of Benguet 
●​ Cagayan 
●​ Isabela 
●​ Quirino 
●​ Nueva Vizcaya 
●​ Northern portion of Zambales 
●​ Northern portion of Tarlac 
●​ Northern portion of Nueva Ecija 
●​ Northern portion of Aurora  
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Meanwhile, gale warning is also in effect over the western seaboard of Northern Luzon, 
particularly in Ilocos Sur, La Union, and Pangasinan, due to rough to very rough sea conditions 
of up to 4.5 meters of wave height expected. 
 
Pagasa warned that sea travel is risky for small vessels, advising mariners to remain in port or 
seek shelter during bad weather conditions. 
 
As of 4 a.m, the center of Maymay was located 170 kilometers (km) west of Bacnotan, La 
Union. It packs maximum sustained winds of 65 km per hour near the center and gustiness of 
up to 80 km per hour. 
 
According to Badrina, the typhoon outside the Philippine area of responsibility, internationally 
named Dolphin, may pull Maymay further east, where it is likely to dissipate over Luzon. 
 
“This dolphin (referring to the weather system) will have an impact, particularly on the new 
storm, Maymay. It is possible that it could pull Typhoon Maymay further east, causing it to pass 
over a portion of Luzon’s landmass, where it could dissipate,” he explained. 
 
He added that Maymay could make landfall on Wednesday afternoon over Ilocos Sur, or the 
northern area of La Union if it moves southward. 
 
“We expect it to move eastward later today—an effect of Typhoon Dolphin—so it will head east, 
and we anticipate that by this afternoon, it will be located 80 kilometers west-northwest of 
Bacnotan, La Union. It is possible for it to make landfall in the Ilocos Sur area, however, if it 
shifts southward, landfall could also occur in the northern part of La Union,” he reported. 
 
He added that Maymay is likely to weaken into a tropical depression if it moves eastward and 
possibly become a low-pressure area on Thursday, August 6. 
 
“Once it interacts with the landmass of Northern Luzon, we expect it to weaken into a tropical 
depression by tomorrow afternoon, it will likely be over the Isabela area as a low-pressure area,” 
he said. /mr 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
14 



 

WALANG PASOK: Class suspensions for August 5 due to bad weather 
By: Dianne Sampang 
 
MANILA, Philippines — Classes in some areas will be suspended on Wednesday, August 5, 
2026, due to the inclement weather brought by the low pressure area (LPA) and southwest 
monsoon. 
 
Benguet: 
 

●​ Tublay, Benguet: preschool to senior high school (including Alternative Learning 
System), public and private schools (face-to-face classes) 

●​ Atok, Benguet: all levels, public and private schools (face-to-face classes) 
●​ Kibungan, Benguet: kinder to senior high school (face-to-face classes) 
●​ La Trinidad, Benguet: all levels, public and private schools (face-to-face classes) 
●​ Sablan, Benguet: all levels, public and private schools (face-to-face classes; shift to 

modular learning) 
●​ Kapangan, Benguet: preschool to senior high school, public and private schools 

(face-to-face classes) 
●​ Baguio City: preschool to grade 12, public and private schools (face-to-face classes; shift 

to alternative delivery modes) 
 
Pangasinan 
 

●​ Urdaneta, Pangasinan: all levels, public and private schools  
●​ Malasiqui, Pangasinan: all levels, public and private schools (face-to-face classes; may 

shift to alternative learning modes) 
●​ Bolinao, Pangasinan: all levels, public and private schools (face-to-face classes; shift to 

alternative learning modes) 
●​ Aguilar, Pangasinan: all levels, public and private schools (face-to-face classes; schools 

are advised to shift to alternative learning modes) 
●​ San Carlos, Pangasinan: all levels, public and private schools (face-to-face classes; 

schools are advised to shift to alternative learning modes) 
●​ Sual, Pangasinan: all levels, public and private schools (face-to-face classes; shift to 

alternative learning modes) 
●​ Anda, Pangasinan: all levels, public and private schools 
●​ Bani, Pangasinan: all levels, public and private schools (face-to-face classes; schools 

are advised to shift to alternative learning modes) 
●​ Infanta, Pangasinan: all levels, public and private schools  
●​ Basista, Pangasinan: kinder to senior high school, public and private schools 

(face-to-face classes; shift to alternative learning modes) 
●​ Binmaley, Pangasinan: all levels, public and private schools (face-to-face classes; shift 

to alternative learning modes) 
●​ Bugallon, Pangasinan: all levels, public and private schools (face-to-face classes; 

schools are advised to shift to alternative learning modes) 
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●​ Lingayen, Pangasinan: all levels, public and private schools 
●​ Mangatarem, Pangasinan: all levels, public and private schools (face-to-face classes; 

shift to alternative learning modes) 
●​ Bayambang, Pangasinan: all levels, public and private schools 
●​ Calasiao, Pangasinan: all levels, public and private schools 
●​ Mapandan, Pangasinan: all levels, public schools  
●​ Sta. Barbara, Pangasinan: all levels, public and private schools (face-to-face classes; 

shift to alternative learning modes) 
●​ Province of La Union: all levels, public and private schools 

 
Zambales 
 

●​ Botolan, Zambales: all levels, public and private schools 
●​ Cabangan, Zambales: all levels, public and private schools 

 
Cavite 
 

●​ Tanza, Cavite: all classes, public and private schools  
●​ Naic, Cavite: all levels, public and private schools (face-to-face classes; shift to 

alternative learning modes) 
●​ Alfonso, Cavite: all levels, public and private schools (face-to-face classes; shift to 

modular learning mode) 
 

According to the 4 p.m. forecast of the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical 
Services Administration (Pagasa) , the LPA inside the Philippine area of responsibility and 
southwest monsoon will bring rains over parts of Luzon and Visayas within 24 hours. 
 
Pagasa noted that the LPA will bring cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms over 
Ilocos Region, Cordillera Administrative Region, Cagayan Valley, and Central Luzon.  
 
It also said that the southwest monsoon will result in occasional rains over Metro Manila, Rizal, 
Cavite, Batangas, and Occidental Mindoro. The same weather system will also bring cloudy 
skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms over Antique, Iloilo, Guimaras, and the rest of 
Calabarzon and Mimaropa. /jpv 
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PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
Weakened 'Luis,' another LPA to bring heavy rains on Aug. 4 
By: Renalyn Ramirez 
 
MANILA, Philippines — Tropical cyclone Luis weakened into a low pressure area (LPA) on 
Monday evening, August 3, but it is still expected to bring heavy rains across the country on 
Tuesday, August 4, along with another LPA, the country's weather agency said. 
 
In its 11 p.m. bulletin, state weather bureau PAGASA said Luis weakened into an LPA at around 
8 p.m. on Monday while in the vicinity of Peñablanca, Cagayan. 
 
Luis was last monitored within the vicinity of Baggao, Cagayan, on Tuesday morning. 
 
Another LPA, meanwhile, was located in the coastal waters of Balaoan, La Union. 
 
PAGASA said both LPAs are unlikely to develop into a tropical depression within the next 24 
hours. 
 
However, the two LPAs are expected to bring cloudy skies with scattered rains and 
thunderstorms to Ilocos Region, Cordillera Administrative Region, Cagayan Valley and Central 
Luzon. 
 
The southwest monsoon, or habagat, is likely to affect Metro Manila, Southern Luzon and the 
western section of the Visayas. 
 
The rest of the country is expected to experience partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain 
showers due to localized thunderstorms. 
 
One tropical cyclone, meanwhile, remains outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility as of 3 
a.m. Tuesday. It was located 2,330 kilometers east-northeast of Extreme Northern Luzon. 
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RAPPLER 
 
More rain seen from LPA off La Union, southwest monsoon 
By: Acor Arceo 
 
The low pressure area west of La Union now has a high chance of becoming a tropical cyclone, 
says PAGASA on Tuesday afternoon, August 4 
 
MANILA, Philippines – The low pressure area that used to be Tropical Depression Luis already 
dissipated at 2 pm on Tuesday, August 4, but the other LPA inside the Philippine Area of 
Responsibility (PAR) now has a high chance of developing into a tropical depression within 24 
hours. 
 
The remaining LPA was located 180 kilometers west of Bacnotan, La Union, as of 3 pm on 
Tuesday. It formed off La Union on Monday evening, August 3. 
 
The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) 
said the LPA is bringing scattered rain and thunderstorms to the Ilocos Region, Cordillera 
Administrative Region, Cagayan Valley, and Central Luzon. 
 
These are the areas which may be most affected by rain from the LPA in the next 48 hours: 
 
Tuesday afternoon, August 4, to Wednesday afternoon, August 5 
 
Heavy to intense rain (100-200 millimeters): La Union, Pangasinan, Benguet, Zambales 
Moderate to heavy rain (50-100 mm): Ilocos Sur, Ifugao, Mountain Province, Tarlac, Nueva 
Ecija, Bataan, Pampanga, Bulacan 
Wednesday afternoon, August 5, to Thursday afternoon, August 6 
 
Heavy to intense rain (100-200 mm): Ilocos Sur, La Union, Benguet 
Moderate to heavy rain (50-100 mm): Pangasinan, Abra, Ifugao, Mountain Province, Nueva 
Vizcaya 
 
Floods and landslides are possible. 
 
If the LPA becomes a tropical depression, it would be given the local name Maymay. It would be 
the Philippines’ 13th tropical cyclone for 2026, and the second for August, after Luis. 
 
PAGASA Weather Specialist Benison Estareja said the potential tropical cyclone may slowly 
move eastward towards the Ilocos Region. 
 
Meanwhile, the southwest monsoon or habagat continues to affect Metro Manila, Calabarzon, 
Mimaropa, and portions of Western Visayas. 
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Here is PAGASA’s latest three-day rainfall advisory for the southwest monsoon, issued at 5 pm 
on Tuesday: 
 
Tuesday afternoon, August 4, to Wednesday afternoon, August 5 
 
Moderate to heavy rain (50-100 mm): Metro Manila, Rizal, Cavite, Batangas, Occidental 
Mindoro 
Wednesday afternoon, August 5, to Thursday afternoon, August 6 
 
Heavy to intense rain (100-200 mm): Occidental Mindoro 
Moderate to heavy rain (50-100 mm): Zambales, Bataan, Tarlac, Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, 
Cavite, Batangas, Antique 
Thursday afternoon, August 6, to Friday afternoon, August 7 
 
Moderate to heavy rain (50-100 mm): Ilocos Sur, La Union, Pangasinan, Benguet, Zambales, 
Bataan, Occidental Mindoro, Antique 
Affected areas must stay on alert for floods and landslides. 
 
Possibly starting Thursday, August 6, the southwest monsoon will be enhanced by the tropical 
cyclone with the international name Dolphin, which is still a typhoon outside PAR. 
 
Typhoon Dolphin was last spotted 2,095 kilometers east northeast of extreme Northern Luzon at 
3 pm on Tuesday, moving west at 20 kilometers per hour (km/h). 
 
After a weakening trend, the typhoon slightly strengthened on Tuesday morning, with its 
maximum sustained winds increasing from 150 km/h to 155 km/h. Its gustiness is now up to 190 
km/h from the previous 185 km/h. 
 
At its peak, Dolphin was a super typhoon. 
 
PAGASA said it is still not ruling out the possibility of Dolphin entering PAR. The typhoon is 
expected to stay far from the country’s landmass, but as mentioned, it will enhance the 
southwest monsoon. 
 
The weather bureau earlier said two to four tropical cyclones could develop within or enter PAR 
in August. – Rappler.com 
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THE WASHINGTON POST 
 
The democratic approach to confronting climate change 
By: William S. Becker 
 
The decisions we each make every day, particularly how we use energy, influence whether the 
weather becomes more extreme. 
 
“Everybody talks about the weather,” the old quip goes, “but nobody does anything about it.” 
People, in other words, complain endlessly about realities beyond their control. 
 
Today, we know that we do influence the weather and can do something about it. The decisions 
we each make every day, particularly how we use energy, influence whether the weather 
becomes more extreme. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
PALAWAN NEWS  
 
Climate body says Marcos’ predictive governance aligns with PH climate strategy 
By: Jan Elmer Badilla 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Monday said President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s 
push for predictive governance is already reflected in the country’s climate policies, which 
emphasize science-based planning and early action against climate risks. Pulitika 
 
CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said governance should focus 
not only on responding to disasters but also on anticipating risks before they become crises. 
 
“Predictive governance recognizes that good governance is increasingly measured not only by 
how effectively institutions respond after crises occur, but also by how well they anticipate risks 
and make better public decisions before those risks become disasters,” Borje said in a news 
release. 
 
During his fifth State of the Nation Address, Marcos said the government has shifted from a 
reactive approach to one that is “not only proactive, but predictive as well, aided by digital tools.” 
 
The President cited the establishment of a nationwide disaster response network, including 
disaster resource centers in Luzon and the Visayas, with another being built in Mindanao. The 
network is supported by 15 hubs, 76 spokes and 919 last-mile facilities to speed up the delivery 
of relief goods. 
 
Marcos said the system allows assistance to reach affected communities within 24 hours and is 
backed by mobile power units, an emergency communications system and satellite-to-mobile 
technology. 
 
“At dahil mayroon na tayong konsepto ng State of Imminent Disaster, hindi na natin hinihintay 
na mangyari ang sakuna. Aagapan natin ang paghahanda at pagresponde,” he said. 
 
Borje said the President’s remarks are consistent with the National Adaptation Plan 2023–2050, 
the Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan and the National Climate Risk 
Management Framework. 
 
According to the CCC, these policies strengthen the government’s ability to assess climate risks 
and integrate scientific evidence into planning, investments and decision-making. 
 
The National Adaptation Plan serves as the country’s long-term strategy for reducing climate 
vulnerability by incorporating adaptation into national and local development plans, programs 
and investments. 
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The NDC Implementation Plan outlines how the Philippines will meet its climate commitments, 
while the National Climate Risk Management Framework provides a science-based approach to 
assessing and managing climate risks. MegaSoutheast Asian at Pacific Islander 
 
“These policies are governance instruments,” Borje said. 
 
“They strengthen the government’s capacity to integrate evidence into planning, align 
investments with long-term national priorities, and improve the quality of public 
decision-making,” he added. 
 
Borje said the CCC will continue working with government agencies, local government units, the 
private sector, development partners, academe, civil society organizations and communities to 
strengthen science-based climate governance. 
 
“As government strengthens its capacity for science-based planning, futures thinking, and 
multi-risk governance, predictive governance can progressively evolve into a more prescriptive 
approach to governance—not by prescribing outcomes, but by ensuring that science, evidence, 
and foresight consistently shape today’s decisions for tomorrow’s Philippines,” he said. 
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY  
 
CCC ramps up partnerships against plastic pollution as Plastic-Free July concludes 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) joined the “Walang Plastikan, Walang Iwanan!” 
Plastic-Free July 2026 activities, supporting collective action to reduce single-use plastics and 
promote sustainable consumption and production. 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) reinforced its commitment to 
scale up the drive against plastic pollution and engage government, civil society, and community 
partners in promoting sustainable consumption and production as the month-long observance of 
Plastic-Free July concluded. 
 
Anchored on the theme “Walang Plastikan, Walang Iwanan!,” the campaign brought together 
government agencies, civil society organizations, youth groups, and communities to promote 
sustainable consumption and production, strengthen waste reduction efforts, and encourage 
climate-conscious lifestyles under the principle of a just transition that leaves no one behind. 
 
The Commission kicked off its participation by joining the “Walang Plastikan, Walang Iwanan! 
Takbuhan!” on July 26, an initiative designed to demonstrate that community sporting events 
can be organized without generating single-use plastic waste. It aimed to raise awareness on 
local plastic reduction policies and strengthen collaboration among local governments, civil 
society organizations, and communities. 
 
The activities culminated in the Arts, Culture, and Music Festival on July 31, where the CCC 
mounted an information booth to highlight its climate action initiatives and the “Bawal Plastik 
Dito” campaign. During the event, CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. 
Borje and Commissioner Rachel Anne S. Herrera joined government and civil society leaders to 
pledge their full support for plastic reduction. 
 
“At the heart of this effort is a simple principle: walang iwanan. Solutions must be inclusive, 
ensuring that no community is left behind. Zero Waste is not just about reducing trash, it is 
about rethinking systems, values, and how we use resources,” Borje said 
 
He added, “Through art, culture, and music, today’s celebration transforms awareness into 
action and inspires hope.“ 
 
Reaffirming reducing plastic pollution as a climate action, Herrera recognized these efforts as a 
shared responsibility. 
 
“Real transformation happens when governments, businesses, civil society, communities, 
artists, educators, and young people move together with a shared purpose. As we shift toward 
more sustainable systems and practices, we must ensure that no one is left behind, especially 
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the communities, workers, and sectors most affected by both climate change and plastic 
pollution,” she said. 
 
The event featured interactive exhibits, community murals, cultural performances, reuse and 
refill demonstrations, workshops on circular living, and performances honoring environmental 
champions and communities affected by ecological hazards. 
 
The CCC, under the guidance of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., emphasized that 
addressing plastic pollution reduces greenhouse gas emissions while strengthening the 
resilience of ecosystems and communities affected by climate change. 
 
Plastic-Free July is a global movement that encourages millions of people worldwide to refuse 
single-use plastics and reduce waste generation. Through partnerships with organizations such 
as the EcoWaste Coalition, the CCC continues to advance whole-of-society approaches that 
encourage responsible consumption and production, support the transition to a circular 
economy, and reinforce climate action at the national and community levels. 
 
The CCC’s participation formed part of its continuing “Bawal Plastik Dito” campaign, which 
supports the national drive to reduce single-use plastics, promote ecologically sound 
alternatives, and mainstream climate change and environmental sustainability across sectors. 

 
   =END= 
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