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ABS CBN 
 
#WalangPasok: Class suspensions for August 7, 2026 due to Maymay, habagat 
By: Rose Carmelle Lacuata 
 
MANILA (UPDATE as of 12 a.m.) — Several local government units announced the suspension 
of classes in their respective areas on Friday, August 7, due to the anticipated effects of tropical 
depression Maymay and enhanced southwest monsoon or habagat. 
 
Butterflies seek new habitats as climate changes: study 
 
Climate change is driving shifts in where butterflies are found globally, a major study said 
Wednesday, with many species moving into new areas while others are retreating from 
traditional habitats. 
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House suspends work on Aug. 6 due to Maymay, Habagat 
By: Vivienne Gulla 
 
MANILA — The House of Representatives suspended work on Thursday due to tropical storm 
Maymay and the southwest monsoon.  
 
Maymay makes landfall over Ilocos Sur, may weaken while crossing Northern Luzon 
By: Ariel Rojas 
 
MANILA — Tropical storm Maymay made landfall over Magsingal, Ilocos Sur at 2 a.m. 
Thursday, according to PAGASA. 
 
AP NEWS 
 
China can’t get enough of this spiky fruit as farmers fight extreme weather to feed the 
craving 
By:  Kanis Leung and Vincent  Thian 
 
KARAK, Malaysia (AP) — Malaysian durian orchard owner Stephen Chow’s workers spend 
hours in the fields in the dead of night, donning headlamps to collect freshly ripened fruit 
coveted by Chinese consumers. But the hard work may not be enough to keep Chow out of the 
red. 
 
ECO BUSINESS 
 
Q&A: ‘To avoid war, we need to invest in climate solutions’ 
By: Brian Obara 
 
Small island states are optimistic about the ocean but tired of richer nations’ hypocrisy over 
climate change, Angelique Pouponneau tells Dialogue Earth. 
 
GMA NEWS 
 
Maymay damages homes, cuts power in Ilocos Sur 
 
Tropical Depression #MaymayPH made landfall in Ilocos Sur before dawn on Thursday, August 
6, 2026, damaging homes, knocking out power in several villages. 
 
Puerto Rico to begin water rationing due to intense drought 
 
Puerto Rico will begin a rotating water rationing program on Friday across the island in 
response to intense drought, authorities said, in a plan that forces tens of thousands of people 
to go without water for 48 hours at a time. 
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INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS 
 
Philadelphia Juggles Short-Term Budget Plans and Long-Term Climate Goals 
By: Daniel Perrin 
 
The city has made serious strides toward its long-term sustainability goals. But lawmakers and 
experts say political priorities keep crowding out climate discussions. 
 
INSURANCE JOURNAL 
 
Climate Change Made Canada’s Forests Much More Likely to Burn: Report 
By: Coco Liu 
 
The planet’s warming had a strong influence on destructive wildfires in Canada that have raged 
across Ontario and the Northwest Territories since late June, making the extreme fire weather 
that fueled them at least twice as likely, according to a report published Thursday by World 
Weather Attribution. 
 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
DILG allocates P633-M for 24 climate-smart evacuation centers 
By: Christopher Lloyd Caliwan 
 
MANILA – Reinforcing local disaster preparedness and strengthening community resilience, the 
Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) has allocated PHP633 million for the 
construction, upgrading, and rehabilitation of 24 climate-smart evacuation centers in some of 
the country's most disaster-prone local government units (LGUs). 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY GUARDIAN  
 
Climate forum turns national plans into local action 
 
MANILA — The Climate Change Commission convened national leaders and key stakeholders 
at the National Climate Resilience Forum 2026 to accelerate local climate action and strengthen 
community resilience. 
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
PH receives P418-m worth of climate aid 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) welcomed a $6.78-million (approximately ₱418 million) 
technical assistance grant from the Green Climate Fund (GCF), an international backing to help 
boost local climate action in the country. MultilateralOrganizations 
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
CEU hosts climate change discussion 
 
THE Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the power of youth to drive climate 
action, highlighting the role of students and the academe at the 119th Foundation Anniversary 
Convocation of Centro Escolar University. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ABS CBN 
 
#WalangPasok: Class suspensions for August 7, 2026 due to Maymay, habagat 
By: Rose Carmelle Lacuata 
 
MANILA (UPDATE as of 12 a.m.) — Several local government units announced the suspension 
of classes in their respective areas on Friday, August 7, due to the anticipated effects of tropical 
depression Maymay and enhanced southwest monsoon or habagat. 
 
ALL LEVELS 
 
Bulacan 
 
- Bulakan (face-to-face classes only) 
- Malolos (face-to-face classes only) 
- Plaridel (face-to-face classes only) 
- San Rafael (face-to-face classes only) 
- Santa Maria (face-to-face classes only) 
 
Cavite 
 
Laguna (face-to-face classes only) 
 
Metro Manila 
 
- Caloocan City (face-to-face classes only) 
- Las Piñas 
- Mandaluyong (face-to-face classes only) 
- Malabon (face-to-face classes only) 
- Manila (face-to-face classes only) 
- Marikina  
- Muntinlupa City (face-to-face classes only) 
- Parañaque City 
- Pasay (face-to-face classes only) 
- Pateros (face-to-face classes only) 
- San Juan 
- Taguig City (face-to-face classes only) 
- Valenzuela City 
 
Occidental Mindoro 
 
- Rizal (face-to-face classes only) 
- Santa Cruz 
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Pampanga 
 
- Arayat  
- Mexico 
 
Pangasinan 
 
- Urbiztondo (pampubliko at pribado) 
 
Rizal 
 
- Angono (face-to-face classes only) 
- Antipolo City (face-to-face classes only) 
- Baras (face-to-face classes only) 
- Binangonan (face-to-face classes only) 
- Cardona (face-to-face classes only) 
- Jalajala (face-to-face classes only) 
- Montalban (face-to-face classes only) 
- Morong (face-to-face classes only) 
- Pillila (face-to-face classes only) 
- San Mateo (face-to-face classes only) 
- Tanay (face-to-face classes only) 
- Teresa (face-to-face classes only) 
 
PRESCHOOL TO SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
 
Quezon City (face-to-face classes in public schools only; including Alternative Learning System) 
 
Rizal 
- Taytay (face-to-face classes in public schools only) 
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Butterflies seek new habitats as climate changes: study 
 
Climate change is driving shifts in where butterflies are found globally, a major study said 
Wednesday, with many species moving into new areas while others are retreating from 
traditional habitats. 
 
The study in Nature Ecology & Evolution is one of the most comprehensive to date on how 
butterfly distributions are changing, assessing more than 1,700 species across 105 countries 
and territories. 
 
 
Researchers found that nearly 80 percent of the reported shifts in the geographic ranges where 
butterflies were associated with climate change and extreme weather events. 
 
Other factors were also driven by human activity: changes in land use, intensive agriculture, 
urbanisation, habitat fragmentation and the introduction of invasive species. 
 
Butterflies are considered important indicators of ecosystem health because they are highly 
sensitive to temperature changes, have short life cycles and depend on specific host plants. 
 
As the planet warms -- primarily because of the burning of coal, oil and gas -- some butterfly 
species are relocating northwards or seeking out higher elevations in search of cooler 
conditions. 
 
Scientists warn of record heat, threats to climate monitoring  
However, just 22 percent of species showed a shift in elevation. 
 
Overall, 80 percent of species expanded their range while 27 percent experienced range 
contractions, with some showing different patterns in different regions, underscoring the 
complexity of responses to climate change. 
 
"This is rather good news as it proves that butterfly species are capable of migrating and shifting 
their range to adapt to changes," study co-author Jonathan Lenoir, an ecologist from France's 
national scientific research centre (CNRS), told AFP. 
 
Experts say hotter nights are becoming a growing health risk  
 
'TRAPPED' 
 
Lenoir cautioned that range expansions were easier to detect than contractions because it was 
simpler to confirm a species has colonised a new area than prove it has vanished entirely from 
another. 
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Many observations, including those made by citizen scientists, were concentrated in lowland 
areas and near urban centres, potentially skewing the findings. 
 
But butterflies could only adapt so far, Lenoir said. 
 
It was possible that beyond a certain warming threshold more butterflies would contract their 
range, causing "much more rapid and sudden upheavals" among certain species and "potential 
extinctions". 
 
A 2024 study in Global Ecology and Biogeography found that 84 per cent of roughly 270 
butterfly species studied in Europe would reduce their range by 2080 if global temperatures 
keep rising. 
 
"Some butterfly species will not necessarily be able to migrate further north in latitude, or higher 
up in the mountains, in response to the global rise in temperatures," said Lenoir. 
 
Species endemic to mountain regions on islands could become "trapped" as their habitat is 
reduced "to almost nothing" with limited options to shift elsewhere, he added. 
 
The authors advocated for stronger conservation policies, the protection and restoration of 
butterfly habitats, ecological corridors and micro-climatic refuges, and improving biodiversity 
monitoring particularly through citizen science. 
 
Underlining it all, they emphasised the urgent need to limit global warming to lower levels. 
 
Knowledge gaps, too, must be addressed: just one in 10 butterfly species has documented data 
on how its range is changing and tropical regions remain largely understudied, the authors 
added. 
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House suspends work on Aug. 6 due to Maymay, Habagat 
By: Vivienne Gulla 
 
MANILA — The House of Representatives suspended work on Thursday due to tropical storm 
Maymay and the southwest monsoon.  
 
The advisory was issued by House Secretary General Cheloy Garafil.  
 
“Pursuant to Memorandum Circular No. 122 issued by the Office of the President on 05 August 
2026, suspending work in government offices and classes at all levels in the National Capital 
Region and several provinces due to continued heavy rainfall brought by Tropical Storm 
Maymay and the Southwest Monsoon, work in the House of Representatives is likewise 
suspended on Thursday, 06 August 2026,” the advisory stated.  
 
“In line with the directive, offices performing essential functions are expected to ensure the 
continued delivery of critical services,” it added.  
 
“The House leadership remains steadfast in its commitment to safeguarding the health, safety, 
and well-being of all employees. All personnel are advised to take necessary precautions, stay 
safe, and prepare essential supplies during this period,” the advisory noted.  
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Maymay makes landfall over Ilocos Sur, may weaken while crossing Northern Luzon 
By: Ariel Rojas 
 
MANILA — Tropical storm Maymay made landfall over Magsingal, Ilocos Sur at 2 a.m. 
Thursday, according to PAGASA. 
 
As of 4 a.m., it was in the vicinity of San Juan, Ilocos Sur. 
 
Maymay slightly weakened after landfall, now packing winds of 65 kilometers per hour with 
gusts up to 110 kph. It is moving eastward at 10 kph. 
 
 
Tropical cyclone wind signal no. 2 remains hoisted over: 
• Ilocos Norte 
 
• northern and central Ilocos Sur 
 
• Abra 
 
• western Apayao 
 
• western Kalinga 
 
• western Mountain Province 
 
Meanwhile, wind signal no. 1 is still in effect over: 
 
• rest of Ilocos Sur 
 
• La Union 
 
• Northwestern Pangasinan 
 
• rest of Apayao 
 
• rest of Kalinga 
 
• rest of Mountain Province 
 
• Ifugao 
 
• Benguet 
 
• Cagayan 
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• Isabela 
 
• Nueva Vizcaya 
 
• Quirino 
 
• Northern and central Aurora 
 
 
Strong winds will continue to affect these areas, with minor to moderate impacts. 
 
Maymay will weaken into a tropical depression while crossing Northern Luzon. It may be 
downgraded into a low pressure area once it emerges over the Philippine Sea and eventually 
merge with the broad circulation of Typhoon Dolphin. 
 
PAGASA said it is not ruling out Maymay’s much earlier weakening due to its interaction with the 
mountainous terrain of Northern Luzon. 
 
 
MAYMAY, HABAGAT TO DRENCH LUZON 
 
Maymay will continue to bring significant rains over Northern Luzon this Thursday. 
 
 
Heavy to intense rainfall (100-200 millimeters) 
• Ilocos Sur 
 
• La Union 
 
• Pangasinan 
 
• Benguet 
 
 
Moderate to heavy rainfall (50-100 mm) 
• Ilocos Norte 
 
• Abra 
 
• Apayao 
 
• Kalinga 
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• Mountain Province 
 
• Ifugao 
 
• Nueva Vizcaya 
 
 
Meanwhile, the southwest monsoon or Habagat affects Metro Manila, Central and Southern 
Luzon, and Western Visayas, with moderate to heavy rains expected in many areas. 
 
Once Maymay has dissipated, Habagat will dominate Luzon and Visayas. Significant rains may 
be expected over the western portions of Luzon and Panay through the weekend. 
 
The risk of flooding and landslides remains high in many areas, especially given the amount of 
prior rainfall in some localities. 
 
 
NO WIND SIGNALS EXPECTED FOR DOLPHIN 
 
Outside the Philippine area of responsibility, Typhoon Dolphin was located 1,450 kilometers east 
northeast of Extreme Northern Luzon at 3 a.m. 
 
It has maximum sustained winds of 150 kph with gustiness up to 185 kph and is moving west 
northwestward at 20 kph. 
 
It is less likely to enter the PAR but will pass north of the country as it heads towards eastern 
China. 
 
Dolphin will enhance the Habagat after Maymay has dissipated. 
 
Despite the typhoon’s large wind field, raising of wind signals over Extreme Northern Luzon is 
less likely, according to PAGASA. 
 
The public is advised to continue monitoring updates on the weather and take the necessary 
preparations. 
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AP NEWS 
 
China can’t get enough of this spiky fruit as farmers fight extreme weather to feed the 
craving 
By:  Kanis Leung and Vincent  Thian 
 
KARAK, Malaysia (AP) — Malaysian durian orchard owner Stephen Chow’s workers spend 
hours in the fields in the dead of night, donning headlamps to collect freshly ripened fruit 
coveted by Chinese consumers. But the hard work may not be enough to keep Chow out of the 
red. 
 
Durian lovers prize the Malaysian premium varieties such as Musang King and Black Thorn, but 
their growers face a harsher reality. Climate change, caused by the burning of oil, gas and coal, 
is making it costlier for growers like Chow to produce quality durians, adding pressure as they 
compete with Thailand and Vietnam, which dominate a booming export market to China. 
 
Extreme weather has dealt repeated blows to Chow’s orchard, which is in Karak, a small town 
about an hour drive from Kuala Lumpur. In 2021, heavy rainfall triggered flooding that damaged 
about 100 of his durian trees and his machinery. Over the following three years, persistent rain 
during flowering season caused pollination failure, cutting into his yield. And now, Chow is 
facing other challenges. 
 
“Breaking even would already be very good. Most likely there’ll be a loss this year,” Chow said. 
 
Between February and April, afternoon temperatures hit 33 to 35 degrees Celsius (91 to 95 
degrees Fahrenheit), and rain fell mostly at night, he said. Such weather favored flowering, and 
Chow responded by pruning to prevent deformed or small fruit while stepping up watering and 
fertilization because of the heat. A rise in fuel and fertilizer prices because of the Iran war, 
however, meant those extra efforts came at a higher cost. 
 
An oversupply of durians in Malaysia — driven by hot and dry weather and more orchards 
reaching maturity — also pushed prices down. Grade A Musang King durians from his orchard 
sold for the equivalent of $8.6 per kilogram (about 2.2 pounds) in local currency in early July, 
about half compared to the same period last year and roughly one-third of the peak price in 
2024. 
 
China’s love for durians fueled boom 
 
Durians’ overpowering smell is fragrant to those who love it and foul to those who don’t. 
Beneath a spiky shell, their flesh offers a rich, creamy texture with varying flavors. Some taste 
like sweet custard with fruity flourishes, others carry a hint of bitterness, an alcohol tinge or even 
a peanut butter-like flavor. 
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Official data showed Malaysia’s durian crop covered 92,100 hectares (227,600 acres) in 2024, 
up almost 40% from 2016, a size even larger than the total land area of Singapore, the city-state 
island just south of Malaysia. During that period, Malaysia’s production grew nearly 90% to 
568,800 tonnes. 
 
The boom was fueled by China beginning to import whole frozen Malaysian durians in 2019. 
Fresh durians followed in 2024, as Beijing expanded what has been dubbed “durian diplomacy” 
by welcoming more Southeast Asian countries to export the fruit. 
 
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations said China procured about 95% of 
global durian exports between 2020 and 2022. It imported 1.87 million tonnes of fresh durians 
worth $7.5 billion in 2025, with the volume jumping six times in the past decade, according to 
China’s customs data. 
 
Consumers there can find the fruit in supermarkets, grocery stores and durian specialty shops. 
Shanghai resident Song Xiaohua, in her 30s, said she would eat durians once a week instead of 
once a month if it weren’t for the high calorie count. To her, durians taste creamy and are like 
both fruit and dessert. 
 
Delivering quality durians requires resilience 
 
As global average temperatures rise, extreme weather events like heat waves, floods and 
droughts are becoming more frequent and intense worldwide, often forcing farmers to scramble 
to adapt. 
 
Peninsular Malaysia recorded a significant jump in average temperature from 1969 to 2025, with 
an increase of 0.24 degrees Celsius (about 0.43 degrees Fahrenheit) per decade, according to 
the country’s meteorological department. 
 
Ooi Teik Hock, whose orchard in Perak state is near the border with Thailand, said there were 
fewer fruit quality problems when temperatures were lower two decades ago. Concerned about 
the heat, he moved his orchard from the plains to the highlands about 10 years ago, where 
nights are cooler and air is more humid. 
 
Still, global warming remains a threat, fueling the proliferation of once-rare pests and forcing Ooi 
to use pesticides more frequently, which he said have jumped some 30% in price from three 
years ago. 
 
For the first time, Ooi didn’t see fruit bats, a main pollinator, at his orchard during this year’s 
flowering season. He said it could be a result of extreme heat or the widespread use of 
pesticides for pest and disease control. 
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The weather changes also affect overall quality, especially for the Musang King variety, which is 
sensitive to weather conditions, said Lim Chin Khee, an adviser to the Durian Academy, which 
trains durian growers in Malaysia. 
 
Too much rain during the fruit’s rapid development period can cause white and grayish patches 
on golden yellow flesh, while water shortages during that time can cause some black spots 
around the flesh, he said. 
 
Some growers turn to technology 
 
With expectations that El Nino, a periodic warming of Pacific Ocean that leads to warmer 
temperatures, could bring Malaysia record-high temperatures between March and May, Lim 
advised farmers to expand water reservoirs or prepare to install tube wells as a backup if their 
ponds dried up. 
 
He said producing good fruit depends equally on the weather and the farmer’s effort. Extreme 
weather events would reduce supply while simultaneously driving up prices, he said. 
 
“So for those farmers (who) are well prepared, actually when any disaster strikes, that is an 
opportunity,” he said. 
 
Grower Kie Kim Hwa learned how to farm durians from his grandfather at a young age. When 
he took charge of the orchard in Penang Island off Malaysia’s western coast, he chose to do 
things slightly differently than previous generations. 
 
He installed sensors and instruments to track rainfall, humidity and wind speed, among other 
data, which was sent to a cloud drive for him to review anywhere and keep a record. Some were 
placed among the trees and grass, and others deep in the soil. Not everything required high 
technology: he also checked the surface of a bucket of water for insects to gauge pest levels. 
 
The data allowed Kie to intervene early before problems arose and ultimately control fruit quality 
and quantity to match market demand. 
 
“We live and die by the weather,” he said. “But we can still prepare.” 
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ECO BUSINESS 
 
Q&A: ‘To avoid war, we need to invest in climate solutions’ 
By: Brian Obara 
 
Small island states are optimistic about the ocean but tired of richer nations’ hypocrisy over 
climate change, Angelique Pouponneau tells Dialogue Earth. 
 
Leaders from island nations have spent decades warning that the climate crisis and the health 
of the ocean are inseparable. Those steering larger and wealthier nations, relatively insulated 
from sea level rise and other marine impacts of climate change, have often failed to listen. 
 
The Seychelles’ Angelique Pouponneau is lead ocean negotiator for the Alliance of Small Island 
States (AOSIS). In this role she has helped coordinate the positions of some of the world’s most 
climate-vulnerable nations at international negotiations on oceans, biodiversity and climate 
change. 
 
In a recent interview, Pouponneau told Dialogue Earth that ocean-climate action cannot be 
separated from the need for deep emissions cuts. She criticised nations that celebrate ocean 
protection while continuing to expand fossil-fuel use and failing to provide promised climate 
finance. 
 
The interview has been edited for length and clarity. 
 
Dialogue Earth: Small island states are often described as on the frontlines of the climate crisis. 
What does meaningful ocean-climate action look like from their shores in 2026? 
It is a difficult time. We love the energy and enthusiasm that we saw at the Our Ocean 
Conference in Mombasa. But it needs to be complemented by real action. 
 
For me, I cannot stand any hypocrisy when it comes to states saying they love the ocean while 
refusing to make deep emissions cuts. It cannot be possible that you love the ocean and yet fail 
to curb your greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Some of those same countries not only refuse to cut emissions but also do not want to provide 
Africa and small island developing states with the finance needed to implement ocean-climate 
action or support a thriving and healthy ocean. 
 
Many negotiators from vulnerable countries say climate diplomacy has become harder in recent 
years. How do small island states and Global South nations more generally respond to that? 
For a very long time, perhaps we have overly relied on the United States as a pace-setter. But 
we are the global majority. We should harness that power and say to Europe that it needs to be 
on the right side of history. The right side is our side. 
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The hypocrisy has been around for a long time, but it has certainly been compounded, 
especially when we think about the diversion of resources towards military spending. 
 
There is a quote often cited: if you want peace, prepare for war. I think what we need to say is 
that to avoid war, we need to invest in climate solutions. We need to invest in peacebuilding, 
rather than turning limited resources towards what could be seen as an arms race. 
 
Blue carbon ecosystems are attracting growing attention. How important are they for climate 
action? 
There has been a lot of excitement around the blue-carbon space. Coastal wetlands, which lock 
up carbon, such as mangroves, seagrass meadows and salt marshes have emerged as 
possible solutions. They highlight the role of the ocean as a solution, rather than simply a victim 
of climate change. 
 
But I want to start by recognising that they are supplementary solutions. They are not the 
solution. The solution is cutting emissions. 
 
What is preventing these supplementary solutions from being scaled up? 
There are two main challenges. 
 
The first is governance and coordination. The seagrasses of Kenya and the Seychelles are one 
ecosystem. We are the only ones who decided to break it up. The borders are in our heads. We 
need to think about how to coordinate efforts. It would be unhelpful for Kenya’s seagrass 
meadows to be thriving while those in Seychelles are weak. 
 
The second challenge is finance. Governance and coordination cost money. We need finance to 
scale up these solutions. 
 
The irony is hard to miss. You bear the highest impacts of climate change, you hold many of the 
solutions, and yet you are not the source of the problem. 
 
Climate finance remains one of the most contentious issues in international negotiations. Is the 
gap between promises and delivery getting any smaller? 
For the longest time, we have taken a narrative centred on climate justice. I think that is the 
correct narrative. But we have seen that not many people are motivated simply by doing the 
right thing. 
 
So we need to think about incentives. 
 
A friend of mine who is an economist says we need carrots and sticks. Often, making money is 
the incentive. That is why we have spent an enormous amount of time trying to figure out how to 
make adaptation bankable and investable, so that adaptation can attract the same influx of 
finance that mitigation receives. 
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For me, the climate-justice angle is non-negotiable. It must always stay on the table. But we 
need a multi-pronged approach. 
 
The blue economy has become one of the dominant themes in ocean discussions. Are 
governments paying enough attention to sustainability and equity, alongside economic 
development of the ocean? 
Blue economy is a buzzword. It often goes undefined. The only way to understand what people 
really mean by it is to look at their policy documents. 
 
My understanding of the blue economy is economic prosperity, environmental sustainability and 
social equity — the three pillars of sustainable development. 
 
Countries can decide where they want to begin, but they must not lose sight of the fact that it is 
a tripartite concept. You cannot focus only on the economy. 
 
There is a danger of reproducing the extractive dynamics we have already seen elsewhere. 
 
Are there countries you think are getting the balance right? 
I’m biased: Seychelles. 
 
Not because I would suggest we are doing it better than everyone else, but because Seychelles 
is pursuing an approach aligned with its national vision. 
 
We depend heavily on a healthy ocean for both tourism and fisheries. We have no option but to 
think about the blue economy in that tripartite way. 
 
If you could leave our readers with one message, what would it be? 
We as a planet have a huge opportunity to reverse the planetary crisis that has been set in 
motion. I certainly do not think Africa or small island developing states set any of this in motion. 
But we have an opportunity, and we should harness our minds and resources to realise it. 
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GMA NEWS 
 
Maymay damages homes, cuts power in Ilocos Sur 
 
Tropical Depression #MaymayPH made landfall in Ilocos Sur before dawn on Thursday, August 
6, 2026, damaging homes, knocking out power in several villages. 
 
Strong winds swept through Ilocos Sur shortly before 1 a.m., causing utility cables to sag onto 
roads. Repair crews immediately responded to restore service. 
 
A cable repair worker, Christian Calanta, said they acted quickly to prevent prolonged 
disruptions. 
 
“Malakas kasi ang hangin kaya lumaylay ang kable. Inayos namin agad para may magamit ang 
mga tao,” he said. 
 
(Strong winds caused the cable to sag. We immediately made repairs so people can have 
power.) 
 
Barangay officials stayed on duty throughout the night to respond to emergencies. 
 
“Kailangan namin magbantay ngayon,” Pablito Gacusano, a barangay watchman of Darapidap 
in Candon City, said. 
 
 
(We need now to keep watch.) 
 
Maymay made landfall in the town of Magsingal at around 2 a.m., damaging the roofs of several 
houses in Barangay Puro and destroying some fishing boats. 
 
Victor Tabigne, a resident, said his family endured the storm as rainwater entered their home. 
 
“Nasira mga bubong namin. Hindi kami nakatulog, nabasa kami, pumapasok ang tubig,” 
Tabigne said. 
 
(Our roof got damaged. We could not sleep, we got wet, the water got in.) 
 
Power outages also affected several communities. As of noon, electricity had yet to be restored 
in eight barangays in Magsingal. 
 
Aileen Pagay, a resident, described the hardship caused by the outage. 
 
“Walang kuryente simula kagabi hanggang ngayon. Mahirap,” she said. 
 

 
19 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/regions/997636/maymay-ilocos-sur-power-outages/story/


 

(There was no power since last night until now. It's difficult.) 
 
Assistant Municipal Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Officer Dianna Ceria said power 
had already been restored in many areas. 
 
“Kaninang umaga maraming barangay ang walang kuryente, pero ngayon, as of 12:03 [noon], 
walong barangay na lang ang walang kuryente,” she said. 
 
(This morning a lot of homes had no electricity, but now, as of 12:03, only eight barangays have 
no power.) 
 
In Barangay Borono, Tagudin, floodwaters reached knee level before subsiding after several 
hours. 
 
Authorities continued clearing operations across the province as fallen trees blocked roads. A 
total of 67 families were evacuated to evacuation centers, while strong waves continued to 
batter coastal communities. Floodwaters also submerged some rice fields. 
 
Provincial disaster officials said they are closely monitoring the Amburayan River, where water 
levels have continued to rise. 
 
Ilocos Sur Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Officer Rhon Arquelada said the river has 
already reached warning levels. 
 
“Ang nakita namin na may pagtaas ng tubig, actually nasa yellow and orange warning, ay ang 
Amburayan River, 'yung sa may Tagudin o malapit sa La Union. So 'yun ang mino-monitor 
namin kasi tumataas ang level ng water doon sa Amburayan River,” he said. 
 
(We have observed the rise of water levels, those at yellow and orange warnings, is the 
Amburayan River, the parts at Tagudin or near La Union. That is what we are monitoring since 
the water level of the Amburayan River has risen.) 
 
Heavy rain and strong winds also hit Narvacan, where rescue equipment remained on standby 
in case emergency response was needed. 
 
In neighboring Quirino, floodwaters made several roads impassable and damaged a wooden 
footbridge. Authorities are also monitoring the Abra River as continuous rain raises water levels. 
 
Meanwhile, a landslide struck Barangay Urzadan in Suyo, Ilocos Sur, sending rocks and soil 
onto a road. Clearing operations were immediately carried out, while residents were advised to 
remain alert for possible additional landslides. —Jasmin Gabriel-Galban, GMA Regional TV 
News 
 
Puerto Rico to begin water rationing due to intense drought 

 
20 

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/world/997657/puerto-rico-to-begin-water-rationing-due-to-intense-drought/story/


 

 
Puerto Rico will begin a rotating water rationing program on Friday across the island in 
response to intense drought, authorities said, in a plan that forces tens of thousands of people 
to go without water for 48 hours at a time. 
 
The rationing will last at least through the end of August, according to details posted on the U.S. 
territory's Aqueduct and Sewer Authority website. Puerto Rico Governor Jenniffer Gonzalez said 
at a press conference late on Wednesday that she does not know how long the rationing will be 
required. 
 
"This situation is out of our hands," Gonzalez said in a press release earlier on Wednesday. "It is 
the result of the climate conditions we've been facing." 
 
Puerto Rico's capital, San Juan, experienced its driest July on record, according to the National 
Weather Service. Nearly 68% of the island is experiencing drought conditions, according to the 
U.S. Drought Monitor. 
 
Little relief is in sight. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration outlook puts the 
odds of below-normal rainfall and above-normal heat at greater than 70% for Puerto Rico from 
August through October, as a strengthening El Nino pattern suppresses the tropical waves that 
typically bring the island's late-summer rain. 
 
Seven municipalities, including San Juan, will see rationing in the current phase of cuts, 
according to the government. They are all areas served by the Carraizo reservoir, which 
authorities say is at critically low levels. Affected areas have been split into two zones that will 
alternate with and without service on 48-hour cycles. 
 
The Puerto Rico Aqueduct and Sewer Authority said it would deploy water trucks to affected 
communities, with priority given to hospitals and long-term care facilities, and urged residents to 
boil water for at least three minutes once service resumes as a precaution against possible 
contamination. 
 
It also asked customers to conserve during service periods and avoid non-essential use of 
water such as washing cars or watering lawns. —Reuters 
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INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS 
 
Philadelphia Juggles Short-Term Budget Plans and Long-Term Climate Goals 
By: Daniel Perrin 
 
The city has made serious strides toward its long-term sustainability goals. But lawmakers and 
experts say political priorities keep crowding out climate discussions. 
 
PHILADELPHIA—This summer has brought the full force of a changing climate, with wildfire 
smoke, extreme heat, flash flooding and severe storms continuing a trend of increasingly 
extreme weather affecting the city. But during negotiations over the city’s budget throughout the 
spring, climate policy was largely neglected.  
 
Democratic council members Mark Squilla and Jamie Gauthier said that while the budget, 
signed into law in June, included some wins for sustainability, climate issues took a backseat to 
this year’s more urgent push for school funding. 
 
“Every year something takes priority. So, how does it end up being the environment that ends up 
getting that big push? And what is the year to do that?” Squilla said. 
 
Environmentalists hoped that budget negotiations would bring more attention to climate efforts 
around the city, including high-priority issues such as ending the city’s practice of incinerating its 
trash in nearby Chester, Pennsylvania, and pushing Philadelphia Gas Works toward 
electrification. They also wanted to find more funding for energy transition and efficiency 
leaders, and specific projects like a new wetland in Eastwick, a neighborhood vulnerable to 
flooding. With the fiscal year 2027 budget now enacted without major developments on these 
fronts, the push for this progress continues.  
 
“I think Philly has a lot of really positive things, and I think in some places it’s kind of limping a 
little bit,” said Christina Rosan, a professor of geography, environment and urban studies at 
Temple University who researches local climate politics. She said the city has made significant 
progress despite financial constraints and competing issues. 
 
Data from the 2022 Greenhouse Gas Inventory Report showed that Philadelphia’s citywide 
greenhouse gas emissions had declined by 31 percent since 2006, partly due to the 2019 
closure of a major oil refinery along the Schuylkill River. Those numbers put Philadelphia ahead 
of its 2025 goal, but if emissions continue declining at the rate seen since 2006, the city remains 
slightly off pace to reach its targeted 80 percent reduction by 2050, even without the refinery’s 
pollution. Philadelphia has already almost achieved its goal to cut municipal sector emissions in 
half by 2030, in part because of efficiency work on city buildings and large new solar projects. 
 
While these are substantial reductions, Rosan highlighted that in addition to ongoing efforts to 
address SEPTA’s funding woes and modernize school buildings for changing weather, the city 
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still has work to do to address climate systematically. “Getting different agencies to work 
together, I think, is a challenge,” she said, but one necessary to overcome.  
 
While education funding overshadowed climate policy in budget discussions this year, Mayor 
Cherelle Parker’s proposal to raise more revenue for schools included a new per-ride tax on 
rideshare services—an idea that caught the attention of urbanists for the downstream effects it 
might have had on how Philadelphians get around.  
 
Council members said they weighed whether a tax on ride-hailing would incentivize people to 
use public transit, but Uber—which orchestrated a lobbying campaign against the 
proposal—presented data for council’s review showing that frequent riders were more likely to 
live in economically disadvantaged communities, meaning the tax would be regressive. Xiaoxia 
Summer Dong, an assistant professor of city and regional planning at the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Weitzman School of Design, said that research confirmed that and showed that 
service improvements had a greater positive effect on transit usage than small relative price 
changes. Ultimately, council rejected the rideshare tax, finding temporary funding for schools 
elsewhere. 
 
Gauthier hoped that Philadelphia’s long-standing practice of burning around a third of its trash at 
the Reworld incinerator in Chester, a riverfront city 15 miles away that has struggled financially, 
would finally end this year. Advocates have long highlighted the brutal implications of the 
incinerator for air quality and environmental justice in Chester, a majority-Black city. 
 
“We cannot become a cleaner, greener city on the backs of poor black people in Chester,” 
Gauthier said, echoing Parker’s trademark goals and her famous critique of then-opponent Jeff 
Brown on the campaign trail in 2023. The city’s four-year contract with Reworld was set to 
expire on June 30, and Gauthier thought the alignment between the contract and budget 
timelines might motivate the city to change course. 
 
Earlier this year, Gauthier’s bill to ban city contracts with trash-burning facilities failed to secure 
enough support. When the city did not announce new contracts before July 1, it extended its 
existing contract with Reworld another six months. She cited Reworld’s $100,000 lobbying effort 
in City Hall between October 2025 and March 2026.  
 
Last month, Parker’s administration announced its intention to renew the city’s contract with 
Reworld for another four years. But the contract is subject to City Council approval, and 
Gauthier’s office said they were hopeful that councilmembers might be more likely to oppose a 
new trash-burning agreement than proactively ban any city contracts with incinerators. 
 
But Gauthier also blames Parker’s approach to negotiations for her bill’s failure and for the 
budget’s lack of climate investments overall. 
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“Because the mayor refused to come to the table with council to work out a way to fund schools 
that was better than levying taxes on working-class people, and council rejected that proposal,” 
Gauthier said, Parker rejected the council’s other priorities, leading to losses on climate issues.  
 
Parker’s office did not offer a comment or response for this story. In a news conference shortly 
after the final budget was passed, she rejected the idea that her administration had been overly 
stubborn during negotiations. 
 
Gauthier’s office said this approach also meant that the Philadelphia Energy Authority (PEA)—a 
climate leader for their regional work on electrification and renewable growth—didn’t get enough 
funding. Parker’s proposed budget allocated only $1.3 million for the agency out of the $4 
million it requested. In past budgets, in which Parker has also proposed only partially funding 
PEA, council has used political capital to add more funding to the final budget. But because 
Parker refused to negotiate this cycle without her rideshare tax, Gauthier’s office said the final 
budget’s allocations were almost identical to Parker’s proposal. While there might be a mid-year 
opportunity to adjust allocations, PEA told Gauthier’s office that the agency could have to wind 
down some programs without full funding. 
 
“[PEA] is an agency that is punching well above its weight, helping the city not only with our 
housing goals but with our energy goals, […] but it’s also a tragedy that we play this ridiculous 
game every single budget session,” Gauthier said. 
 
Squilla said that making adequate progress on climate policy requires more long-term attention 
than the fast-paced yearly obligations of council easily allow for. While education was top of 
mind this cycle, in the past, public safety, housing and other issues have been designated early 
on as priorities. If the city is to invest in large-scale climate solutions, its leaders should 
designate an upcoming budget cycle to prioritize those measures. 
 
Rather than waiting for a budget cycle devoted to the issue, Rosan wants the city to start 
“incorporating climate investments into all investments.” About recent years’ focuses, she 
added, “I feel like schools and housing are all part of climate governance and justice.” 
 
Squilla said the city should focus on turning its sustainability goals into more concrete policies 
for council and the mayor to enact each year. “We need a specific environmental plan to look at 
the city as a whole, and have a roadmap of how we could do these things, what the cost is, and 
within what budget, and what timeline,” he said. Rosan agreed, saying that cities should identify 
the characteristics of a sustainable city and then figure out which policies will help achieve them. 
 
Philadelphia has long-term emissions goals, and its Climate Action Playbook articulates the 
steps the city is taking to reduce emissions and pursue sustainability. But these plans don’t lay 
out exactly which legislative policies would satisfy those long-term climate goals or how and 
when council and the mayor can enact them. 
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That long-term work would require the advocacy and collaboration of many city offices with 
existing sustainability plans. Rosan praised these plans, but said the difficulty of carrying each 
one out when their goals are interdependent and political constraints change over time might 
mean a more systematic approach is necessary. 
 
Still, Gauthier and Squilla highlighted several recent wins for climate. Philadelphia committed 
almost $900 million over five years to support SEPTA. Both Mayor Parker’s proposed budget 
and the final budget fully funded the Office of Sustainability, while also allocating $25 million to a 
program that provides free transit passes to low-income residents. In June, the city enacted a 
law encouraging development near transit stations, a key strategy for reducing vehicle 
dependency. While he wants more attention devoted to maintenance, Squilla said Philadelphia 
is mostly on track with its ambitious tree-planting plans and continues to expand 
pedestrianization efforts. 
 
For these specific accomplishments to become sustained, citywide progress, however, council 
members think more consistent pressure is needed to overcome the political constraints.  
 
“Many times people move in this place because of political power, and so … building political 
capital that helps people to understand that voters care about this is probably a good thing,” 
Gauthier said.  
 
Rosan wants Philadelphia’s climate plans to be ambitious. “To me, Philly has so many 
opportunities,” she said. “You could really go big in Philly, but I don’t think we often have the 
money to do that.” 
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INSURANCE JOURNAL 
 
Climate Change Made Canada’s Forests Much More Likely to Burn: Report 
By: Coco Liu 
 
The planet’s warming had a strong influence on destructive wildfires in Canada that have raged 
across Ontario and the Northwest Territories since late June, making the extreme fire weather 
that fueled them at least twice as likely, according to a report published Thursday by World 
Weather Attribution. 
 
With global temperatures roughly 1.4C above pre-industrial levels, Canada is experiencing a 
notable rise in extremely hot and dry weather — the ingredient required to turn minor ignitions 
into infernos. 
 
Researchers found that the severe conditions behind the recent blazes in Ontario are now twice 
as probable as they would be in a world untouched by human-caused greenhouse gas 
emissions. The change is even more stark in the Northwest Territories: There, a week of fire 
weather as extreme as this year’s — which would occur once-a-decade without global warming 
— is now estimated to return every two years. 
 
Doubling of the likelihood is “really bad,” said Friederike Otto, a professor in climate science at 
Imperial College London and a coauthor of the study. Given the immense challenge of 
containing wildfires, “even if just a little bit worse, it would mean that everything is even 
stretched further,” she said. 
 
The findings come as Canada endures another catastrophic burn season. More than 4,000 fires 
have been recorded nationwide so far this year, scorching a collective area roughly the size of 
Switzerland — a nearly 45% increase over the 30-year average spanning 1994 to 2023. Ontario 
and the Northwest Territories have been hit the hardest. 
 
Canada is part of a global pattern. Recent blazes across France, Spain, Portugal and Greece 
forced hundreds of thousands of people to evacuate, while earlier this year, fires in Chile and 
Argentina claimed at least 20 lives and devastated wide swaths of Patagonia. 
 
While wildfires play a natural role in forest renewal, the rising frequency and intensity of these 
outbreaks pose a huge threat. Blazes endanger communities and infrastructure, overwhelm 
local response capacity and send unhealthy smoke plumes across international borders. In 
recent weeks, Canadian smoke has drifted deep into the United States, turning skies over New 
York City a surreal orange and prompting President Donald Trump to threaten tariffs over the air 
pollution. 
 
As millions of acres of woodland burn, vast stores of carbon dioxide are released back into the 
atmosphere, accelerating warming. 
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To quantify the effect of climate change on Canada’s wildfires, the study’s authors leveraged 
observation data and climate models to compare how the events would have unfolded in a 
world without warming. They also used an index that reflects how difficult it is to suppress a fire 
once ignition occurs and examined changes in rainfall, as drought can precede wildfires. 
 
“Our research is yet another piece of evidence for this shift being due to climate change,” said 
Theodore Keeping, a research associate at Imperial College London and another coauthor of 
the study. “The geographic spread of these fires is scary and shows that despite preparedness 
from wildfire governance, adaptation alone is not enough.” 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
DILG allocates P633-M for 24 climate-smart evacuation centers 
By: Christopher Lloyd Caliwan 
 
MANILA – Reinforcing local disaster preparedness and strengthening community resilience, the 
Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) has allocated PHP633 million for the 
construction, upgrading, and rehabilitation of 24 climate-smart evacuation centers in some of 
the country's most disaster-prone local government units (LGUs).  
 
Funded under the DILG's Local Government Support Fund–Support and Assistance Fund to 
Participatory Budgeting (LGSF-SAFPB), the projects will enhance the capacity of LGUs to carry 
out safer, more organized, and timely preemptive evacuations. The beneficiary provinces were 
identified under the National Adaptation Plan 2023–2030 as among those most vulnerable to 
climate-related hazards. 
 
For Fiscal Year 2025, the program covers nine municipalities: Buguey, Cagayan; Macalelon, 
Quezon; Lagonoy, Camarines Sur; Borbon, Cebu; Balangiga, Eastern Samar; Leyte, Leyte; 
Tabontabon, Leyte; Guipos, Zamboanga del Sur; and Tambulig, Zamboanga del Sur. 
 
Meanwhile, 15 LGUs are set to receive assistance in Fiscal Year 2026: Burdeos, General Luna, 
and Patnanungan in Quezon; San Jose, Camarines Sur; San Fernando, Masbate; Anilao and 
Bingawan, Iloilo; Alegria, Boljoon, Poro, and Ronda in Cebu; Maslog, Eastern Samar; Calubian, 
Leyte; and Josefina and Tabina in Zamboanga del Sur. 
 
To date, the Unified 911 system operates nine command centers nationwide, including the 
recently activated Mindanao Regional Command Center in Cagayan de Oro City and the 
Satellite Command Centers in Pampanga and Maguindanao del Norte. 
 
The DILG said the continued investment in resilient evacuation facilities, complemented by an 
expanding emergency response network, equips LGUs with the infrastructure and capabilities 
needed to better protect communities before, during, and after disasters. 
 
The department reaffirmed its commitment to working closely with LGUs in localizing disaster 
risk reduction and management initiatives to build safer, more resilient, and climate-adaptive 
communities. 
 
In his fifth State of the Nation Address (SONA), President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. highlighted 
the rollout of Ligtas Pinoy Centers this year to serve as permanent evacuation facilities in 
provinces highly vulnerable to natural hazards. 
 
The President also cited the continued expansion of the Unified 911 system as part of the 
government's efforts to strengthen emergency response. 
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“We continue to prioritize public safety through the establishment of a fully operational command 
and emergency response network for the Unified 911,” he said. (PNA) 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
DAILY GUARDIAN  
 
Climate forum turns national plans into local action 
 
MANILA — The Climate Change Commission convened national leaders and key stakeholders 
at the National Climate Resilience Forum 2026 to accelerate local climate action and strengthen 
community resilience. 
 
Senior Deputy Executive Secretary Maria Luwalhati C. Dorotan-Tiuseco said climate action 
remains a national priority under the leadership of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. 
 
“The government’s responsibility must be to anticipate dangers, strengthen communities, protect 
livelihoods, and ensure that no Filipino faces calamity alone. And this administration has 
pursued exactly that.” 
 
CCC Vice Chair and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje stressed the growing urgency of 
responding to intensifying climate impacts, which he said are reshaping approaches to 
resilience and development. 
 
“Climate change is reshaping the conditions under which resilience must now be built. And 
because resilience is inseparable from development, it is also reshaping the conditions under 
which our nation must grow and prosper. Our task now is to build upon these foundations—with 
discipline, with purpose, and with the shared understanding that resilience is not someone else’s 
responsibility. It belongs to all of us.” 
 
The Philippines faces serious risks from extreme weather, sea-level rise, food insecurity, water 
stress, and climate-induced displacement. 
 
These threats underscore the urgency of translating national climate policies into concrete 
action in communities. 
 
CCC Commissioner Rachel Anne S. Herrera said the forum provided a platform for moving 
climate strategies from planning to implementation at the local level. 
 
“Our objective is clear: to translate national policies into context-specific, investment-ready, and 
scalable climate action where it matters most—in our communities.” 
 
The forum featured panel discussions and breakout sessions on practical and scalable 
solutions, climate financing opportunities, resilience measurement systems, and science- and 
data-driven planning tools. 
 
The sessions were designed to help local governments strengthen climate resilience. 
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Sen. Loren Legarda urged local governments to take a more active role in implementing climate 
strategies. 
 
“To our local chief executives and planners: the success of our national climate strategies 
depends on how they are carried out at the local level. Climate resilience must be reflected in 
your land use plans, annual investments, and infrastructure decisions.” 
 
Stakeholders from government, civil society, development organizations, and other sectors also 
called for climate commitments to produce measurable results. 
 
Rep. Aniela Bianca D. Tolentino, chair of the House Committee on Climate Change, stressed 
the importance of implementation. 
 
“Plans alone cannot make communities resilient. Ang tunay na sukatan ng tagumpay ay hindi 
kung gaano kaganda ang ating mga plano, kundi paano natin ito naipapatupad sa ating mga 
komunidad.” 
 
Rep. Jose Manuel F. Alba of Bukidnon’s 1st District also emphasized the urgency of delivering 
results. 
 
“History will not judge us by the plans we write, but by the lives we save. Let this forum be the 
line in the sand where rhetoric ends, and decisive action begins.” 
 
Kyungsun Kim, UNICEF Philippines country representative, said the success of adaptation 
efforts should be measured through their effects on people. 
 
“Let us ensure that climate adaptation is measured, not only planned in budget, but in healthier 
children, stronger communities, more resilient families and greater opportunities for the next 
generation.” 
 
German Ambassador to the Philippines Andreas Michael Pfaffernoschke reaffirmed his 
country’s support for Philippine climate initiatives. 
 
“Germany has been and will continue to be a strong and reliable partner for the Philippines in 
climate action and in strengthening your country’s resilience.” 
 
Jonas Tetangco of Catholic Relief Services Philippines highlighted the importance of 
partnerships in developing community-based solutions. 
 
“Catholic Relief Services remains committed to partnering with communities, local governments, 
national government agencies, and development partners to advance nature-based solutions, 
climate-smart livelihoods, watershed protection, and ecosystem restoration.” 
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Hermilando I. Mandanas, secretary-general of the Union of Local Authorities of the Philippines 
and vice governor of Batangas, called for stronger commitments to local resilience. 
 
“Together, I think we should again reinstate, revitalize, and really fortify our commitment in 
making our country resilient and really able to meet the challenges that really exist in our 
country.” 
 
The forum carried the theme “Bagong Bansang Matatag, Handa sa Pagbabago ng Klima.” 
 
It sought to strengthen alignment between national frameworks and climate action at the local 
level. 
 
These frameworks include the National Adaptation Plan 2023–2050, which identifies priority 
strategies for addressing current climate impacts and future risks using climate science, 
analytics, and best practices. 
 
They also include the Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan 2020–2030, 
which outlines actions, costs, schedules, and implementation arrangements for meeting the 
country’s climate commitments in the agriculture, energy, industry, transport, and waste sectors. 
 
Booth exhibits showcased climate initiatives from government agencies, civil society groups, 
development partners, and the private sector. 
 
The forum received support from the Philippine Red Cross, Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino, 
International Organization for Migration, Catholic Relief Services, UNICEF Philippines, Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit, and Expertise France. 
 
Participants attended the event in person and through a livestream on the CCC’s official 
Facebook page. 
 
Nearly 500 participants attended the forum. 
 
They represented local governments, national government agencies, civil society organizations, 
academic institutions, state universities and colleges, development partners, embassies, 
international organizations, the private sector, and the media. 
 
Participating national agencies included the Department of Budget and Management, 
Department of Economy, Planning, and Development, Department of Energy, Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources, Department of Finance, and Department of Health-Health 
and Climate Change Office. 
 
Other participants came from the Department of Human Settlements and Urban 
Development-Environmental, Land Use and Urban Planning and Development Bureau, 
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Department of Labor and Employment, and Department of Science and Technology Central 
Office-Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Unit. 
 
The Department of the Interior and Local Government-Bureau of Local Government 
Development, Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino, and the Bangsamoro Ministry of Environment, 
Natural Resources and Energy-Environment Management Service also participated. 
 
Representatives from the National Anti-Poverty Commission, National Youth Commission, Office 
of Civil Defense, Philippine Board of Investments, and Philippine Commission on Women 
attended the event. 
 
Panelists included representatives from the DOST-Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration, Development Bank of the Philippines, Land Bank of the 
Philippines, and Metropolitan Manila Development Authority. 
 
Their participation brought additional sectoral expertise and reflected a whole-of-government 
approach to strengthening climate resilience nationwide. 
 
The CCC said it would continue to advance climate action, strengthen resilience from the 
ground up, and address climate change through whole-of-society and whole-of-nation 
approaches. 
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
PH receives P418-m worth of climate aid 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) welcomed a $6.78-million (approximately ₱418 million) 
technical assistance grant from the Green Climate Fund (GCF), an international backing to help 
boost local climate action in the country. MultilateralOrganizations 
 
Approved under the GCF’s second replenishment period (GCF-2), the landmark funding makes 
the Philippines the first country in the Asia-Pacific region to gain access to the specialized 
readiness support. 
 
The 60-month Third Readiness and Preparatory Support Program (RPSP 3) moves beyond 
basic capacity building. 
 
It is engineered to streamline inter-agency coordination, build a highly viable pipeline of climate 
projects, and lock in rigorous national monitoring systems. For the CCC, as the lead 
policy-making body, the grant is an operational necessity to equip a highly vulnerable nation with 
the institutional capacity required to execute systemic climate defenses. 
 
With communities constantly facing the threat of intensifying typhoons, erratic rainfall and rising 
sea levels, the CCC views the RPSP 3 cycle as a vital mechanism to drive the National 
Adaptation Plan (NAP) and the Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan 
(NDCIP) under the administration of President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. 
 
Official estimates show the Philippines requires US$72 billion (P4.2 trillion) between 2020 and 
2030 to hit its NDC mitigation targets in critical sectors like energy, transport and agriculture. 
GeographicReference 
 
Because 72.29 percent of the country’s 75-percent emissions reduction target is strictly 
conditional on foreign assistance, securing international capital is not just a policy goal—it is an 
absolute baseline requirement to physically fortify local governments. 
 
CCC vice chairperson and executive director Robert E.A. Borje said accessible climate finance 
is the primary engine that turns these policy requirements into on-the-ground reality. CCC News 
 
“This readiness support is more than a grant, it is an investment in the Philippines’ ability to 
build stronger institutions, develop high-quality climate projects, and empower local 
governments to respond to the growing impacts of climate change,” Borje said. 
 
He said enhancing institutional readiness is essential to ensuring that climate finance reaches 
communities where it is needed most. 
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The five-year program seeks to strengthen the country’s enabling environment for climate 
finance by improving institutional capacities, enhancing coordination among national 
government agencies, strengthening monitoring and evaluation systems, and supporting the 
development of a robust pipeline of climate investments aligned with national priorities. 
 
As one of the world’s most climate-vulnerable nations, the Philippines has consistently 
demanded greater access to climate finance, pointing out the inherent injustice that developing 
countries contribute the least to global emissions but absorb the highest developmental costs. 
 
“The Philippines remains committed to working with the Green Climate Fund, our accredited 
entity, the Development Bank of the Philippines, our national government agencies, local 
governments, development partners and the private sector to ensure that climate finance 
delivers concrete and lasting benefits for every Filipino,” Borje said. GeographicReference 
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
CEU hosts climate change discussion 
 
THE Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the power of youth to drive climate 
action, highlighting the role of students and the academe at the 119th Foundation Anniversary 
Convocation of Centro Escolar University. 
 
The discussion centered on the convocation theme, “Innovative Approaches to Mitigate Climate 
Change and Global Warming,” and highlighted the role of academic institutions as critical 
platforms for advancing Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 13 and embedding climate action 
into education systems and campus initiatives. 
 
CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje emphasized that the youth are 
not merely beneficiaries of climate policy but active agents in shaping a climate-resilient future. 
 
He stressed that the academe remains a cornerstone in cultivating the knowledge, values and 
leadership necessary to confront the climate crisis. 
 
“Every lecture, every research endeavor, and every meaningful exchange within our academic 
institutions helps shape the future of our nation. It is through education that we cultivate the 
critical thinking, innovation and collective resolve needed to confront the climate crisis and 
secure a more resilient future for all,” Borje said, pointing out the transformative power of 
education in driving long-term, systemic change. 
 
Borje emphasized that the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) and the Nationally Determined 
Contribution Implementation Plan (NDCIP), developed under President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., 
serve as national frameworks guiding the youth and academic institutions in their climate 
initiatives, strengthening resilience and pursuing a low-carbon future. 
 
Dr. Teresa Perez, senior vice president for academic affairs of Centro Escolar University, 
reaffirmed the institution’s role in shaping responsive and forward-looking societies. 
 
“As a university, we have a unique responsibility. Universities are not merely centers for 
instruction; they are generators of ideas, incubators of innovation, and catalysts for social 
transformation,” Perez said. 
 
Meanwhile, Borje also talked about the broader civic purpose of education, noting that it must 
instill a deep sense of responsibility toward both present and future generations. 
 
“Education, therefore, is much more than preparation for employment. It is preparation for 
citizenship. Citizenship is not simply the exercise of rights; it is the acceptance of responsibility 
for a future we will never experience alone,” he said. 
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After the convocation, CEU launched its electronic waste bin as one of its newest initiatives to 
promote sustainability and proper waste disposal. 
 
The event gathered CEU faculty, students and staff, with participants from a public livestream 
through its Facebook page, reflecting a unified academic community committed to advancing 
climate action and sustainability. 
 
The CCC reaffirmed its commitment to strengthening collaboration with academic institutions to 
deepen climate literacy, promote evidence-based policymaking, and empower the youth as 
central actors in advancing a resilient, low-carbon and sustainable future. 
 
 
 
 

   =END= 

 
37 


