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ABS CBN 
 
#WalangPasok: Class, work suspensions for Aug. 10 due to bad weather 
 
MANILA (7th UPDATE) — Several local government units have suspended classes for 
tomorrow, Aug. 10, due to the heavy rains brought by the southwest monsoon or habagat. 
 
2,424 classrooms damaged by habagat rains, says DepEd 
By: Dennis Gasgonia 
 
MANILA -- A total of 2,424 classrooms were damaged due to the heavy rainfall brought by the 
southwest monsoon or habagat. 
 
Enhanced monsoon rains due to typhoon Dolphin trigger flooding in PH 
 
An enhanced monsoon intensified by Typhoon Dolphin flooded several neighborhoods in Manila 
and other parts of the western Philippines on Sunday (August 9). 
 
 

1 

https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/8/9/-walangpasok-class-work-suspensions-for-aug-10-due-to-bad-weather-1138
https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/nation/2026/8/9/2-424-classrooms-damaged-by-habagat-rains-says-deped-1745
https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/8/9/enhanced-monsoon-rains-due-to-typhoon-dolphin-trigger-flooding-in-ph-1856


 

GMA NEWS 
 
Habagat to bring rains over Metro Manila, parts of Luzon, Visayas 
 
The Southwest Monsoon, or Habagat, will continue to bring rains over Metro Manila and several 
parts of Luzon and the Visayas on Sunday, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) said. 
 
INSURANCE ASIA 
 
Global Asia Insurance Partnership chief warns on climate risk 
 
A faster low-carbon shift may disrupt markets whilst delay could deepen damage. 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
PAGASA monitors 3 weather systems outside PH Area of Responsibility 
By: Jel Santos 
 
The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) 
said it is monitoring three weather systems outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR), 
including Typhoon Dolphin, which continues to enhance the southwest monsoon or “habagat.” 
 
PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
August 9: ‘Habagat’ brings rains to Luzon, parts of Visayas — PAGASA 
By: Ian Laqui 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The Southwest Monsoon, or “habagat,” continues to bring downpours to 
parts of Luzon and Visayas, PAGASA said Sunday, August 9.  
 
PBS 
Climate change may be making us lonelier. How heat waves and extreme weather disrupt 
social connections 
 
Severe storms, heat waves and wildfires can shut down the social life of a community, flooding 
out festivals, canceling community events and keeping people indoors. 
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https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/weather/content/997860/weather-09aug-4am/story/
https://insuranceasia.com/insurance/news/global-asia-insurance-partnership-chief-warns-climate-risk
https://mb.com.ph/2026/08/08/pagasa-monitors-3-weather-systems-outside-ph-area-of-responsibility
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https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/climate-change-may-be-making-us-lonelier-how-heat-waves-and-extreme-weather-disrupt-social-connections
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/climate-change-may-be-making-us-lonelier-how-heat-waves-and-extreme-weather-disrupt-social-connections


 

RAPPLER 
 
Metro Manila, over 20 provinces still face heavy rain from southwest monsoon 
By: Acor Arceo 
 
The southwest monsoon is still being enhanced by Typhoon Dolphin on Saturday, August 8. 
Meanwhile, there is a new low pressure area outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility. 
 
SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST 
 
Climate crisis leaves Malaysia with hot-headed youth 
By: Ushar Daniele 
 
Unicef survey shows young people reporting significant concerns including worsening illnesses 
and heat-related health problems 
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Climate Change Task Force unites sectors for climate action 
 
THE Climate Change Task Force convened government agencies, uniformed services, and 
sectoral representatives in Baguio City for the signing of the inaugural Multi-Sectoral 
Partnership Memorandum of Agreement. Anchored on “Climate Action, NOW!” and guided by 
the vision “Partnership for a sustainable, resilient and climate-smart nation,” the agreement 
formalizes coordinated action to address environmental challenges nationwide. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Better data, stronger climate action 
 
For the Philippines, the fight against climate change increasingly depends on more than 
ambitious targets. It also requires reliable data that can show what is working, where gaps 
remain and which communities need help most. 
 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
CCC, PLV ink deal to bring climate action closer to young people 
 
MANILA – The Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Friday announced the signing of a 
memorandum of understanding with the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Valenzuela (PLV), 
affirming a shared commitment to advance climate education, youth engagement and 
capacity-building initiatives that strengthen climate action and national resilience. 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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https://www.rappler.com/philippines/weather/southwest-monsoon-lpa-update-pagasa-forecast-august-8-2026-5am/
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https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1281387


 

ABS CBN 
 
#WalangPasok: Class, work suspensions for Aug. 10 due to bad weather 
 
MANILA (7th UPDATE) — Several local government units have suspended classes for 
tomorrow, Aug. 10, due to the heavy rains brought by the southwest monsoon or habagat. 
 
ALL LEVELS 
 
Metro Manila 
 
- Caloocan City (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
- Las Piñas City (Public and Private) 
 
- Malabon City (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
- Mandaluyong City (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
- Manila (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
- Marikina City (Public and Private) 
 
- Parañaque City (Public and Private) 
 
- Pasay City (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
- Pateros (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
- Quezon City (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
- San Juan City (Public and Private) 
 
- Taguig City (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
- Valenzuela City (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
Abra (Public and Private; Government work) 
 
Baguio City (Public and Private) 
 
Benguet (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
- La Trinidad - Including work in the Municipal Government 
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- Atok - Including work in the Municipal Government 
 

- Kabayan - Including work in the Municipal Government 

- Buguias - Including work in the Municipal Government 

- Itogon - Including work in the Municipal Government 

Mountain Province (Public and Private; Government work except essential employees) 

Ilocos Sur (Public and Private; Government work) 

La Union 
- Agoo (Public and Private) 
 
- Aringay (Public and Private) 
 
- Bacnotan (Public and Private) 
 
- Bagulin (Public and Private) 
 
- Balaoan (Public and Private) 
 
- Bangar (Public and Private) 
 
- Bauang (Public and Private) 
 
- Burgos (Public and Private) 
 
- Caba (Public and Private) 
 
- Luna (Public and Private) 
 
- Naguilian (Public and Private) 
 
- Pugo (Public and Private) 
 
- Rosario (Public and Private) 
 
- San Juan (Public and Private) 
 
- San Fernando City (No F2F, Public and Private) 
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- San Gabriel (Public and Private) 
 
- Santo Tomas (Public and Private) 
 
- Santol (Public and Private) 
 
- Sudipen (Public and Private) 
 
- Tubao (Public and Private) 
 
Pangasinan 
- Alaminos City (Public and Private) 
 
- Alcala (Public and Private) 
 
- Agno (Public and Private) 
 
- Aguilar (Public and Private) 
 
- Anda (Public and Private) 
 
- Asingan (Public and Private) 
 
- Basista (Public and Private) 
 
- Bautista (Public and Private) 
 
- Bayambang (Public and Private) 
 
- Binmaley (Public and Private) 
 
- Bolinao (Public and Private) 
 
- Bugallon (Public and Private) 
 
- Burgos (Public and Private) 
 
- Calasiao (Public and Private) 
 
- Dagupan City (Public and Private; Government work) 
 
- Dasol (Public and Private) 
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- Infanta (Public and Private) 
 
- Labrador (Public and Private) 
 
- Lingayen (Public and Private) 
 
- Mabini (Public and Private) 
 
- Malasiqui (Public and Private) 
 
- Mapandan (Public and Private) 
 
- Mangaldan (Public and Private; Government work) 
 
- Mangatarem (Public and Private) 
 
- Manaoag (Public and Private) 
 
- Pozorrubio (Public and Private) 
 
- San Carlos City (Public and Private) 
 
- San Fabian (Public and Private) 
 
- San Jacinto (Public and Private) 
 
- Sta. Barbara (Public and Private) 
 
- Sison (Public and Private) 
 
- Sual (Public and Private) 
 
- Urbiztondo (Public and Private) 
 
Cagayan 
- Tuguegarao City (Public and Private; College students may still participate in 
school-sanctioned onsite activities) 
 
Bataan (Public and Private) 
 
Bulacan (Public and Private) 
 
Nueva Ecija (Public and Private)  
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Pampanga (Public and Private; Government work) 
 
Tarlac (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
Zambales 
- Botolan (Public and Private) 
 
Batangas 
- Balayan (No F2F, shift to modular distance learning) 
 
- Calaca (No F2F, shift to modular distance learning) 
 
- Calatagan (No F2F, shift to modular distance learning) 
 
- Lemery (No F2F, shift to modular distance learning) 
 
- Lian (No F2F, shift to modular distance learning) 
 
- Nasugbu (No F2F, shift to modular distance learning) 
 
- Padre Garcia (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
- Tanauan City (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
- Tuy (No F2F, shift to modular distance learning) 
 
Cavite (Public and Private) 
 
Laguna (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
Rizal 
- Antipolo City (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
- Angono (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
- Baras (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
- Binangonan (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
- Cainta (Public and Private) 
 
- Cardona (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
- Jalajala (No F2F, Public and Private) 

 
8 



 

 
- Montalban (Public and Private) 
 
- Morong (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
- San Mateo (Public and Private) 
 
- Tanay (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
- Taytay (Public and Private) 
 
- Teresa (No F2F, Public and Private) 
 
FROM PRESCHOOL TO SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
Pangasinan 
- Binalonan (Public and Private) 
 
CERTAIN SCHOOLS 
Oriental Mindoro 
- Naujan 
 
  - Buong Naujan South 
 
  - Naujan Municipal High School 
 
  - Nag-iba 1 Elementary School 
 
  - Nag-iba 2 Elementary School 
 
 - Mariano P. Leuterio Memorial School 
 
  - Santiago Elementary School 
 
  - San Antonio Elementary School 
 
  - Juan Luna Memorial Elementary School ng Naujan West  
 
 
SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIES 
 
- Ateneo de Manila University (no face-to-face classes; shift to online classes) 
 
- FEU Manila and Makati (no face-to-face classes; shift to online classes) 
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- La Salle Greenhills (no face-to-face classes; shift to online classes) 
 
- University of Santo Tomas (no face-to-face classes on all levels; shift to online classes) 
 
- Adamson University (no face-to-face classes on all levels; shift to online classes) 
 
- UP Diliman, Los Baños (no face-to-face classes; shift to online classes) 
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2,424 classrooms damaged by habagat rains, says DepEd 
By: Dennis Gasgonia 
 
MANILA -- A total of 2,424 classrooms were damaged due to the heavy rainfall brought by the 
southwest monsoon or habagat. 
 
MANILA -- A total of 2,424 classrooms were damaged due to the heavy rainfall brought by the 
southwest monsoon or habagat. 
Initial assessments from the Department of Education's Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management Service (DRRMS) indicated that 403 of the classrooms were totally damaged, 
while 505 sustained major damage, and 1,516 suffered minor damage. 
 
DepEd said Regional and Schools Division Offices are currently validating data to determine 
priority sites for the immediate deployment of emergency cleanup personnel. 
 
Education Secretary Sonny Angara said DepEd and the Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE) are fast-tracking the rehabilitation of public schools damaged by the rains. 
 
Angara thanked DOLE and the Office of the Executive Secretary for providing vital manpower 
and operational support for school readiness and emergency cleanups. 
 
"Ito ang tunay na diwa ng bayanihan—nagbibigay tayo ng pangkabuhayan sa ating mga 
manggagawa habang tinitiyak na ligtas at handa ang ating mga paaralan," said Angara. 
 
Under the TUPAD-Brigada Eskwela initiative, as of July 30, 2026, DOLE has funded the 
deployment of 168,517 temporary workers across 9,186 public schools nationwide, providing P 
1.07 billion in financial assistance to support school opening operations. 
 
Angara commended DOLE for its commitment to provide emergency labor assistance to help 
habagat-affected schools recover quickly. 
 
"Ngayong hinaharap natin ang pinsala ng habagat, muli tayong nagpapasalamat sa DOLE sa 
kanilang mabilis na pagtugon. Sa tulong ng ating emergency labor augmentation, mas mabilis 
nating malilinis at maipapaayos ang ating mga silid-aralan upang maiwasan ang anumang 
abala sa pag-aaral ng ating mga kabataan," he said. 
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Enhanced monsoon rains due to typhoon Dolphin trigger flooding in PH 
 
An enhanced monsoon intensified by Typhoon Dolphin flooded several neighborhoods in Manila 
and other parts of the western Philippines on Sunday (August 9). 
In Quezon City, part of Metro Manila, torrential rains triggered waist-deep flooding in low-lying 
communities and areas near creeks. More than 1,000 residents living near tributaries and in 
flood-prone areas were evacuated amid fears that floodwaters would continue to rise, according 
to local authorities. 
 
Jebelyn Rebosada, 29, evacuated with her three children on Saturday (August 8), fearing they 
could become trapped in their home near a river. 
 
Some residents voiced frustration over flood control projects, which have become a political 
issue for President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s administration amid investigations into alleged 
irregularities in government-funded flood mitigation programs. 
 
The national disaster agency said about 110,000 families have been affected by the enhanced 
monsoon rains, which have persisted since August 3 due to their interaction with successive 
storms. 
 
Around 7,300 people were staying in evacuation centers nationwide, while at least six people 
have been reported dead, most of them in landslides and flooding over the past week. 
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GMA NEWS 
 
Habagat to bring rains over Metro Manila, parts of Luzon, Visayas 
 
The Southwest Monsoon, or Habagat, will continue to bring rains over Metro Manila and several 
parts of Luzon and the Visayas on Sunday, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) said. 
 
In its 4 a.m. weather forecast, PAGASA said monsoon rains are expected over Ilocos Sur, La 
Union, Abra, Benguet, Zambales, Bataan, and Occidental Mindoro. 
 
Moderate to heavy rains, which may become intense at times, could trigger flash floods or 
landslides in these areas, the state weather bureau said. 
 
Meanwhile, Metro Manila, the rest of the Ilocos Region and Cordillera Administrative Region, 
Nueva Vizcaya, Tarlac, Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, Bulacan, Rizal, Cavite, Batangas, Oriental 
Mindoro, and Antique will experience occasional rains due to the Habagat. 
 
PAGASA warned of possible flash floods or landslides due to moderate to heavy rains. 
 
The Negros Island Region, Central Visayas, the rest of Luzon, Leyte, and Southern Leyte will 
have cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms, also due to the Habagat. 
 
Batanes will likewise experience cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms due to the 
trough of Typhoon Dolphin, which remains outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR). 
 
As of 3 a.m., Dolphin was located 755 kilometers north northeast of Itbayat, Batanes, packing 
maximum sustained winds of 130 kilometers per hour near the center and gustiness of up to 
160 km/h. 
 
The typhoon was moving west-northwestward at 15 km/h. 
 
PAGASA was also monitoring two tropical depressions outside PAR. 
 
One was located 3,435 km east of Extreme Northern Luzon, with maximum sustained winds of 
45 km/h and gustiness of up to 55 km/h. It was moving east northeastward at 40 km/h. 
 
The other tropical depression was spotted 1,980 km east of extreme Northern Luzon, also 
packing maximum sustained winds of 45 km/h and gustiness of up to 55 km/h. It was moving 
east-southeastward at 20 km/h. 
 
Meanwhile, Mindanao will have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or 
thunderstorms due to localized thunderstorms. 
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Strong to gale-force winds are expected over extreme Northern Luzon, where coastal waters 
will be rough to very rough, with waves reaching 2.6 to 4.5 meters. 
 
The rest of Luzon will have moderate to strong southwest winds and moderate to rough seas of 
1.5 to 3.5 meters, PAGASA said. 
 
Moderate to strong winds from the south to southwest will prevail over the Visayas and 
Mindanao, with wave heights ranging from 1.2 to 3 meters. 
 
PAGASA said the sun will rise over Metro Manila at 5:42 a.m. and set at 6:18 p.m. — MCG, 
GMA News 
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INSURANCE ASIA 
 
Global Asia Insurance Partnership chief warns on climate risk 
 
A faster low-carbon shift may disrupt markets whilst delay could deepen damage. 
 
Global insured losses from natural catastrophes are expected to keep pressure on the 
insurance industry unless insurers, regulators and governments improve risk assessment, 
redesign insurance products and align investments with climate resilience. 
 
Global Asia Insurance Partnership (GAIP)'s three-part research series warns that climate 
change is pushing the industry towards an "insurability tipping point", where climate risks 
become so severe or unpredictable that insurance becomes too expensive or unavailable. 
 
The report said global insured losses from natural catastrophes reached an estimated $107b in 
2025, marking the sixth straight year that losses exceeded $100b.  
 
The 2025 Los Angeles wildfires were the costliest wildfire event on record, causing about $40b 
in insured losses. 
 
In Asia, severe monsoon rains and cyclones claimed more than 1,600 lives in 2025. 
 
"The question facing the industry is not whether insurance will be impacted, but how prepared 
we are for the myriad of impacts from climate change," said Min Hung Cheng, chief executive 
officer of GAIP. He said preserving insurability would require forward-looking risk management, 
climate-aligned investments, stronger public-private collaboration and greater efforts to reduce 
risk. 
 
The research said insurers face two linked challenges: rising losses from physical climate 
events and new risks created by the global shift to a low-carbon economy.  
 
It said these physical and transition risks should be managed together because they 
increasingly affect insurers, businesses and communities at the same time. 
 
The report said the effects of climate disasters now extend beyond physical damage to include 
supply chain disruptions, power outages, business interruption and public health impacts.  
 
As losses increase, insurance premiums may become unaffordable and insurers could withdraw 
from high-risk markets, as seen in wildfire-prone parts of California in 2023. 
 
GAIP said the insurance industry must balance the risks of climate change with those arising 
from the transition to a lower-carbon economy.  
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Whilst a faster transition could create short-term market disruption, delaying action would 
increase the risk of more severe and potentially irreversible losses in the future. 
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
PAGASA monitors 3 weather systems outside PH Area of Responsibility 
By: Jel Santos 
 
The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) 
said it is monitoring three weather systems outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR), 
including Typhoon Dolphin, which continues to enhance the southwest monsoon or “habagat.” 
 
Typhoon Dolphin, which continues to enhance the southwest monsoon or “habagat.” 
PAGASA weather specialist Daniel James Villamil said Dolphin was last located 825 kilometers 
north-northeast of extreme Northern Luzon as of 3 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 8. 
 
“Itong bagyong ito ang kasalukuyang nagpapalakas or humahantak ng ating habagat o ‘yung 
southwest monsoon (This typhoon is currently enhancing or pulling the habagat or southwest 
monsoon),” Villamil said. 
 
He said thick clouds associated with the “habagat” are affecting a large portion of Luzon and the 
Visayas, as well as the western section of Mindanao. 
 
“Kaya sa mga lugar na ito, asahan pa rin po natin ‘yung mga malalakas at tuloy-tuloy na mga 
pag-ulan na ating mararanasan simula ngayong araw hanggang sa araw ng Lunes (So in these 
areas, we can still expect heavy and continuous rains from today until Monday),” Villamil said. 
 
He advised the public to continue monitoring heavy rainfall warnings, particularly in the Ilocos 
Region, Benguet, Zambales, Bataan, and Occidental Mindoro. 
 
Meanwhile, the agency said generally fair weather is expected over the rest of Mindanao. 
2 other weather systems 
 
Aside from Dolphin, Villamil said PAGASA is monitoring a tropical depression that was last 
located more than 3,000 kilometers east of extreme Northern Luzon as of 3 p.m. 
 
Another low-pressure area (LPA) was located 1,795 kilometers east of extreme Northern Luzon 
and has a high chance of developing into a tropical cyclone within the next 24 hours. 
 
Villamil, however, said the two weather systems are moving away from the Philippines. 
 
“Walang magiging direktang epekto sa lagay ng ating panahon, at hindi po papasok sa ating 
Philippine Area of Responsibility sa mga susunod na araw (They will have no direct effect on 
our weather and will not enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility in the coming days),” he 
added. 
 
 

 
17 

https://mb.com.ph/2026/08/08/pagasa-monitors-3-weather-systems-outside-ph-area-of-responsibility


 

PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
August 9: ‘Habagat’ brings rains to Luzon, parts of Visayas — PAGASA 
By: Ian Laqui 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The Southwest Monsoon, or “habagat,” continues to bring downpours to 
parts of Luzon and Visayas, PAGASA said Sunday, August 9.  
 
In its weather forecast on Sunday, PAGASA said it is monitoring three weather systems outside 
the Philippine area of responsibility.  
 
One of these systems is Tropical Cyclone Dolphin, which was estimated to be 755 kilometers 
north-northeast of Itbayat, Batanes. 
 
The trough of Dolphin may bring cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms to 
Batanes. 
 
Meanwhile, Ilocos Sur, La Union, Abra, Benguet, Zambales, Bataan and Occidental Mindoro 
may experience monsoon rains due to the habagat. 
 
The habagat may also bring occasional rains to Metro Manila, the rest of Ilocos Region and 
Cordillera Administrative Region, as well as Nueva Vizcaya, Tarlac, Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, 
Bulacan, Rizal, Cavite, Batangas, Oriental Mindoro and Antique. 
 
Meanwhile, Negros Island Region, Central Visayas, the rest of Luzon, the rest of Western 
Visayas, Leyte, and Southern Leyte may also expect cloudy skies with scattered rains and 
thunderstorms due to the habagat.  
 
PAGASA warned residents in these areas of possible flash floods or landslides due to moderate 
to heavy rains. 
 
Elsewhere, Partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or thunderstorms may 
prevail due to localized thunderstorms. 
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PBS 
 
Climate change may be making us lonelier. How heat waves and extreme weather disrupt 
social connections 
 
Severe storms, heat waves and wildfires can shut down the social life of a community, flooding 
out festivals, canceling community events and keeping people indoors. 
 
They're also evidence of how climate change isn't just changing the environments we all live in, 
but also impeding our ability to connect with one another. 
 
Around the world, social connection is increasingly recognized as essential to individual and 
collective well-being. It keeps our brains active and can lower stress levels. During 
emergencies, social ties can also save lives. Relationships are conduits for timely information 
sharing, mutual aid and collective action. When temperatures soar, friends and neighbors share 
heat warnings, check on older adults or other community members who may need help, and 
coordinate community cooling shelters when formal systems are overwhelmed. 
 
Yet, the effects of climate change may be weakening the very social fabric that helps 
communities thrive. 
 
As extreme weather becomes more common and disruptive, the effects can impair 
relationships, interrupt routines and communication, and damage gathering places and the 
foundations of community traditions. 
 
As an assistant professor of social work at the University of Tennessee, I study converging 
social and environmental crises, including social disconnection and extreme weather. I've found 
that one of climate change's most overlooked impacts may be its ability to worsen the continuing 
loneliness epidemic. 
 
Studies show the amount of time Americans spent interacting with friends and family in person 
was declining even before the COVID-19 pandemic shut down a lot of social interaction starting 
in 2020. My team's recent research in rural Appalachia has found several ways that extreme 
weather is further hindering social activities. 
 
Extreme weather keeps people apart 
 
Extreme heat has dominated global headlines this summer. When outdoor temperatures 
become dangerous, people retreat indoors to stay in air conditioning or near electric fans. This 
can come with a social cost. 
 
"I don't remember it being this hot growing up," one 28-year-old social worker told my research 
team. "People don't want to leave their house if it's that hot. People don't want to go to 
community events and be out in the community." 
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Severe storms and flooding can make travel unsafe or impossible, preventing people from 
leaving their homes, reaching family or attending social gatherings. These disruptions can erode 
the everyday interactions that help people feel connected. 
 
Power outages sever communication 
 
Extreme weather can also cut off the communication channels that help people stay connected. 
Severe storms, flooding, winter weather and extreme heat are all associated with power 
outages, which can leave residents without electricity, sometimes for weeks. 
 
Electricity failures are often coupled with internet and cellular service interruptions, hindering 
communication via text messaging, phone calls, social media and email at precisely the time it's 
needed most. 
 
As one 74-year-old rural resident explained to my team: "We're so isolated. We do not have any 
cellphone service other than through Wi-Fi. So when the power's out, we have no cellphone 
service … without your phone, you really lose all your connections." 
 
The loss of shared places and traditions 
 
Another way climate change can weaken social connection is by altering places and traditions 
that hold cultural and community significance. 
 
I witnessed this firsthand when Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee hit my hometown of 
Cherry Valley, New York, in 2011. After floodwaters broke the dike, a treasured community place 
known as "the reservoir" – a small lake where families swam and picnicked – was emptied, 
leaving our rural community without one of its few gathering spaces. 
 
In my team's Appalachian study, residents described how an extreme drought paired with 
prolonged heat affected places where people gather, share traditions and maintain connections 
across generations. 
 
Water levels in lakes and rivers dropped too low for recreation, wildfires swept through the 
Wayne National Forest, and crop losses meant fewer of the region's beloved pawpaw fruit when 
the annual Ohio Pawpaw Festival arrived. 
 
A 68-year-old resident told us: "I look around and it's just absolutely horrible. Our streams have 
gone dry. I had a friend drop off some pawpaws the other night and pitiful … nothing like what 
normally drops. It's really bad and I suspect this is going to continue. We've got to figure 
something out." 
 
This kind of degradation of cherished places and traditions can threaten shared experiences 
that help communities stay connected. 
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These disasters often overlap 
 
These fractures of social connection often overlap as communities face increasingly frequent 
co-occurring weather events. A severe storm, for instance, may trigger flooding and power 
outages during a heat wave, disrupting transportation and communication during dangerously 
hot temperatures. 
 
Over time, frequent and consecutive weather hazards can weaken relationships by limiting 
mobility and social engagement. 
 
People who are already socially isolated, including older adults and those living in rural areas or 
lacking reliable transportation and internet access, are often most vulnerable. Climate change 
and extreme weather can leave them even more isolated. 
 
Keeping social connection amid disasters 
 
As global temperatures rise, driven in large part by the burning of fossil fuels, climate change 
increasingly affects daily life. Social connection is crucial, both for responding to extreme 
weather and for working together to help the entire community adapt to a changing climate. 
 
One promising way forward is for cities and counties to invest in community hubs, such as 
public libraries, or create new gathering spaces across communities. 
 
These spaces can bolster social connection year-round by hosting inclusive lifelong learning 
activities while also serving as cooling shelters and climate resilience hubs, providing resources 
to help residents prepare for disasters, phone-charging stations when power goes out 
elsewhere, and an internet connection. 
 
In an era of accelerating climate disruption, social connection may be a community's greatest 
asset, and yet one of its most fragile resources to protect. 
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RAPPLER 
 
Metro Manila, over 20 provinces still face heavy rain from southwest monsoon 
By: Acor Arceo 
 
The southwest monsoon is still being enhanced by Typhoon Dolphin on Saturday, August 8. 
Meanwhile, there is a new low pressure area outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility. 
 
MANILA, Philippines – Metro Manila and 23 provinces are still seeing significant rainfall from the 
southwest monsoon or habagat, which is being enhanced by Typhoon Dolphin, on Saturday, 
August 8. 
 
Dolphin remains outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility, and is still unlikely to enter PAR, 
according to the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical Services 
Administration (PAGASA). 
 
The typhoon was located 810 kilometers northeast of extreme Northern Luzon as of 3 am on 
Saturday, moving southwest at 15 kilometers per hour (km/h). 
 
It has maximum sustained winds of 155 km/h and gustiness of up to 190 km/h. 
 
While Dolphin will stay outside PAR, its enhancement of the southwest monsoon persists. Here 
is PAGASA’s latest three-day rainfall outlook for the southwest monsoon, issued at 5 am on 
Saturday: 
 
Saturday, August 8 
 
Heavy to intense rain (100-200 millimeters): Ilocos Sur, La Union, Abra, Benguet, Zambales, 
Bataan, Occidental Mindoro 
Moderate to heavy rain (50-100 mm): Ilocos Norte, Pangasinan, Apayao, Kalinga, Mountain 
Province, Ifugao, Nueva Vizcaya, Tarlac, Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, Bulacan, Metro Manila, Rizal, 
Cavite, Batangas, Oriental Mindoro, Antique 
Sunday, August 9 
 
Heavy to intense rain (100-200 mm): Ilocos Sur, La Union, Benguet, Zambales, Bataan, 
Occidental Mindoro 
Moderate to heavy rain (50-100 mm): Ilocos Norte, Pangasinan, Abra, Kalinga, Mountain 
Province, Ifugao, Nueva Vizcaya, Tarlac, Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, Bulacan, Metro Manila, Rizal, 
Cavite, Batangas, Oriental Mindoro, Antique 
 
Monday, August 10 
 
Heavy to intense rain (100-200 mm): La Union, Benguet, Zambales, Bataan 
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Moderate to heavy rain (50-100 mm): Ilocos Norte, Ilocos Sur, Abra, Pangasinan, Tarlac, Nueva 
Ecija, Pampanga, Cavite, Batangas, Occidental Mindoro, Antique 
Affected areas must continue to watch out for floods and landslides. 
 
Aside from the southwest monsoon and Dolphin, PAGASA is monitoring a new low pressure 
area (LPA) outside PAR, located 2,610 kilometers east of Northern Luzon at 3 am on Saturday. 
 
The LPA has a high chance of developing into a tropical depression within 24 hours. 
 
PAGASA Weather Specialist Veronica Torres said the LPA appears less likely to enter PAR, but 
she advised the public to monitor updates. 
 
The weather bureau earlier predicted that two to four tropical cyclones could develop within or 
enter PAR in August. So far, there have been two: Tropical Depression Luis and Tropical Storm 
Maymay (Kujira). – Rappler.com 
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SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST 
 
Climate crisis leaves Malaysia with hot-headed youth 
By: Ushar Daniele 
 
Unicef survey shows young people reporting significant concerns including worsening illnesses 
and heat-related health problems 
 
Young Malaysians are reporting worsening illnesses, heat-related health problems and 
disruptions to basic services as climate change intensifies, raising questions over whether the 
country’s adaptation policies can protect future generations. 
 
Unicef Malaysia’s National Youth Climate Change Survey 2025, released in July, found that 
climate change was no longer only an environmental challenge but an immediate public health 
and economic issue. 
 
The survey gathered responses from 1,420 young people aged 15 to 30 across Malaysia 
between June and October 2025. 
 
 
Experts warned that policymakers must invest not only in reducing emissions but also in 
adapting to more frequent heatwaves, floods and other climate-related shocks, or risk deeper 
disruption to children’s health, education and Malaysia’s future workforce. 
 
Unicef said the survey’s findings showed climate change was affecting young people’s health 
and well-being, with respondents reporting significant concerns: one in four, or 25.9 per cent, 
said existing illnesses had worsened, while 19.7 per cent reported skin conditions, 18 per cent 
cited heat-related illnesses and 14.3 per cent respiratory problems. 
 
More than half said climate-related disasters had affected their access to essential services, 
including information, education and safe spaces. 
 
Dr Jemilah Mahmood, executive director of the Sunway Centre for Planetary Health, said the 
Unicef findings showed the issue had evolved from an environmental concern into a public 
health challenge. 
 
“We are already seeing the classic climate and health picture – direct injury, infectious disease, 
exacerbation of chronic conditions and psychological burden, all occurring simultaneously in a 
population aged 15 to 30, at what should be their healthiest years,” she said. 
 
Experts say the findings underscore Malaysia’s need to emphasise adaptation plans, arguing 
that climate resilience should act as an investment in the country’s future workforce. 
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“It is no longer an either-or conversation. Malaysia must continue reducing emissions while 
significantly strengthening adaptation,” said Renard Siew, climate adviser at the Malaysia-based 
Centre for Governance and Political Studies. 
 
Siew said children and young people were among the most vulnerable to climate change, and 
the biggest gap remained implementation for adaptation across all sectors. 
 
The cost of inaction would exceed the costs of adaptation, he said, adding that more frequent 
heat stress, disease outbreaks and climate-related disruptions would affect productivity, 
increase healthcare expenditure and widen social inequalities. 
 
“Over time, this would weaken our workforce competitiveness and economic resilience,” he said. 
 
Public health experts warn that young children are among the most vulnerable to extreme heat 
because their bodies regulate temperatures less effectively, leading them to become dehydrated 
more quickly than adults. 
 
“Their body’s heat-coping mechanism is more easily overwhelmed in these situations, such as 
getting dehydrated faster and the body’s cooling mechanism being overwhelmed more easily,” 
Dr Venu Gopalan, a Kuala Lumpur-based private practitioner, told This Week in Asia. 
 
Immediate health risks of extreme heat, he said, included heat cramps, fainting, heat exhaustion 
and heatstrokes that could even cause death. 
 
Gopalan warned that in the long term, repeated extreme heat exposure could lead to 
deteriorating kidney function and worsening heart and lung diseases, while increasing the risk of 
stroke caused by dehydration and electrolyte imbalances. 
 
While Malaysia had big ambitions, climate, health and education often operated independently, 
Siew said. 
 
“We need climate risk assessments embedded in schools, stronger heat-health action plans, 
better air quality management, and greater investment in climate-resilient public infrastructure 
where young people learn and live,” he said. 
 
The Malaysian Meteorological Department has repeatedly issued hot weather alerts this year, 
as temperatures hit between 35 degrees Celsius (95 degrees Fahrenheit) and 40 degrees 
between March and May in the northern states and some parts of Sabah. 
 
On Monday, data from the department showed that Kuala Krai in Kelantan registered the 
country’s highest temperature, at 35.7 degrees, followed by Temerloh in Pahang at 35.3 
degrees. 
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The heat was not without consequences, as the Ministry of Health recorded a total of 73 
heat-related illnesses from January to July this year. 
 
According to national news agency Bernama, Public Health Medicine Specialist Dr Hazlina 
Yahaya said the cases involved 59 reports of heat exhaustion, six exertional heatstrokes, four 
heatstrokes, two cases of post-partum hyperpyrexia (high fever following childbirth), and two 
heat cramps. 
 
Four deaths have been reported: two adults and two children aged two and four. 
 
Progress but with gaps 
 
In a statement on July 31, the World Meteorological Organization warned that the extreme heat 
phenomenon El Nino would continue to intensify steadily, dominating global climate patterns 
between August and October this year. 
 
The agency said this would increase the likelihood of above-normal temperatures, driving 
significant shifts in rainfall patterns. “The developing El Nino is expected to shape weather 
patterns across many parts of the world in the months ahead.” 
 
Gopalan said Malaysia’s current public health measures to address heat-related risks were 
inadequate, arguing that warnings alone were insufficient, especially for those who could not 
avoid prolonged exposure, such as outdoor workers, the homeless, and students. 
 
“Early signs of heat stress should be recognised early by the community to enable rapid 
preventive measures to be taken,” he said. “Simply telling people to stay out of the sun is not 
practical for large segments of the community.” 
 
Jemilah said while Malaysia had taken important steps – including identifying public health as a 
priority sector under the National Adaptation Plan, introducing heatwave health action plans and 
advancing climate legislation – implementation was still far behind. 
 
According to Jemilah, the biggest challenge is ensuring national climate ambitions are 
translated and coordinated across health, education and local government, particularly as more 
than half of the young people affected by climate-related disasters reported lacking access to at 
least one essential service. 
 
“The health aspect is lagging behind the exposure,” Jemilah said. 
 
Siew warned that such gaps reflected a broader weakness in Malaysia’s climate adaptation 
effort where health, education and environmental policies were still often developed in silos 
despite their overlapping risks from extreme weather. 
 
Climate adaptation, he added, should not be confined to environmental ministries. 
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“Even if we achieve our climate targets, the impacts of climate change are already here 
because children and young people are among the most vulnerable,” he said. “Investing in 
climate resilience today is ultimately an investment in our future human capital.” 
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Climate Change Task Force unites sectors for climate action 
 
THE Climate Change Task Force convened government agencies, uniformed services, and 
sectoral representatives in Baguio City for the signing of the inaugural Multi-Sectoral 
Partnership Memorandum of Agreement. Anchored on “Climate Action, NOW!” and guided by 
the vision “Partnership for a sustainable, resilient and climate-smart nation,” the agreement 
formalizes coordinated action to address environmental challenges nationwide. 
 
The memorandum was signed by National Commander Dr. Richard Nixon Gomez of Science 
and Technology for Environmental Progress (STEP), MGen. Jerry Adigue of the Industrial 
Environmental Safety and Pollution Control Command (IESPCC), MGen. Clifford Gonadan of 
the Environmental Protection Enforcement Command (EPEC), MGen. Modesto Buendia of the 
Reforestation and Biodiversity Command (RBC), and lawyer Luz Laureta-Balisong of the 
National Commission on Senior Citizens. Officials from the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency 
and Department of Trade and Industry attended. 
 
The partnership will strengthen environmental law enforcement, pollution control, reforestation, 
biodiversity conservation, climate adaptation, green industries, and sustainable livelihoods. It 
also seeks to protect vulnerable sectors, including senior citizens, while addressing illegal 
activities that harm ecosystems. 
 
Priority programs will be piloted in key areas before nationwide implementation, supported by 
consultations, joint monitoring, capacity building and public information campaigns. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Better data, stronger climate action 
 
For the Philippines, the fight against climate change increasingly depends on more than 
ambitious targets. It also requires reliable data that can show what is working, where gaps 
remain and which communities need help most. 
 
This was the focus of a two-day workshop that brought together Philippine and German 
government representatives and other stakeholders to strengthen the country’s climate reporting 
systems and turn better data into more effective action. 
 
The initiative seeks to improve systems for Monitoring, Evaluation, Accountability and Learning 
for climate adaptation and Measurement, Reporting and Verification for mitigation. It aims to 
improve progress tracking, harmonize methodologies and strengthen institutional capacity. 
 
The workshop is part of the Transformative Actions for Climate and Ecological Protection and 
Development project, a partnership between the Philippine and German governments 
supporting higher climate ambition and alignment with national and international climate and 
biodiversity goals. 
 
Climate Change Commission (CCC) vice chairperson and executive director Robert E.A. Borje 
said strong reporting systems are essential to ensuring that climate policies translate into 
meaningful results. 
 
“A strong national reporting system allows us to clearly track progress, align our strategies, and 
ensure that climate action delivers real results for our communities,” Borje said. 
 
CCC deputy executive director Atty. Romell Antonio O. Cuenca said fragmented reporting 
systems remain a challenge, as scattered data can limit the effectiveness of climate initiatives. 
 
“When our systems are coherent and robust, our reporting becomes more credible, efficient, 
and meaningful,” Cuenca said, adding that stronger systems also improve governance and 
accountability. 
 
Maraida Licerio, senior technical adviser of the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), said stronger climate action does not necessarily mean creating entirely 
new systems. Instead, existing mandates can be strengthened through more transparent and 
accountable implementation. 
 
Organized under the GIZ TRANSCEND project through WSP and Clean Air Asia, the workshop 
brought together representatives from government agencies, the private sector and other 
stakeholders. 
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For a climate-vulnerable country like the Philippines, better reporting ultimately means better 
decisions — and stronger protection for communities facing the impacts of a changing climate. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
CCC, PLV ink deal to bring climate action closer to young people 
 
MANILA – The Climate Change Commission (CCC) on Friday announced the signing of a 
memorandum of understanding with the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Valenzuela (PLV), 
affirming a shared commitment to advance climate education, youth engagement and 
capacity-building initiatives that strengthen climate action and national resilience. 
 
The partnership seeks to foster greater collaboration between the CCC and PLV in developing 
climate-aware and engaged students, while creating opportunities for the academe to contribute 
to climate action through education, research, community engagement and capacity-building. 
 
“The partnership with PLV provides an opportunity to bring climate action closer to young people 
and the communities they represent,” CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert 
E.A. Borje said in a news release. 
 
“By strengthening climate knowledge and leadership among students, we help prepare a 
generation that can contribute meaningfully to a more resilient and sustainable Philippines,” he 
added. 
 
Signed on July 30, the partnership also reflects the CCC's continuing efforts to expand 
collaboration with academic institutions in mainstreaming climate action and developing future 
leaders who can help build climate-resilient and sustainable communities. 
 
It also supports the implementation of the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023–2050, 
developed under the administration of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., which provides a 
long-term framework for strengthening the country’s resilience to the impacts of climate change 
and advancing climate adaptation across sectors and levels of governance. 
 
PLV is a local public higher education institution established by the City Government of 
Valenzuela to provide accessible and quality tertiary education to its residents. It offers 
academic programs in education, engineering, business, public administration, information 
technology, health sciences and other fields that contribute to local and national development. 
 
The university also promotes instruction, research, extension and community engagement, 
including initiatives supporting sustainability, disaster resilience, civic participation and local 
governance. 
 
“The CCC remains committed to strengthening partnerships with the academe, civil society, 
private sector, local governments, and other stakeholders to advance science-based, inclusive, 
and people-centered climate action toward a climate-resilient, sustainable, and prosperous 
Philippines,” the Commission said.  

   =END= 

 
31 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1281387

