
 
NEWS ROUNDUP  
11 AUGUST 2026 | 08:00 am 

 
●​ #WalangPasok: Classes, gov’t work to shift online in Zambales, Bataan and Occ. 

Mindoro Aug. 11 due to habagat 
●​ Habagat dumps weeks’ worth of rain in several areas; Luzon dams record gains 
●​ LIST: Flooded roads in Metro Manila on Aug. 10 
●​ Red rainfall warning over Caloocan, Bulacan and Rizal 
●​ How the hard reality of climate change hit Europe’s economy this summer 
●​ June and July hottest on record in Western Europe, monitor says 
●​ State of the Climate: A Dimming, Overheated Planet, With Degraded Oceans 
●​ Eastside students are turning gardens and green spaces into climate classrooms 
●​ Climate change is not an alibi 
●​ A week of storms: Monsoon, Luis, Maymay leave trail of destruction 
●​ Montalban in Rizal declares state of calamity 

 
CCC IN THE NEWS: 

 
●​ CCC backs bamboo innovation as pathway for climate-proofing infrastructure 

 
ABS CBN 
 
#WalangPasok: Classes, gov’t work to shift online in Zambales, Bataan and Occ. Mindoro 
Aug. 11 due to habagat 
 
MANILA (UPDATED as of 23:15 p.m.) — Malacañang announced that work in government 
offices and classes in all levels shall shift online Tuesday, August 11, in the provinces of 
Zambales, Bataan and Occidental Mindoro in anticipation of the continued heavy rainfall due to 
the southwest monsoon or habagat. 
 
Habagat dumps weeks’ worth of rain in several areas; Luzon dams record gains 
By: Ariel Rojas 
 
MANILA — Several areas in western Luzon recorded weeks’ worth of rainfall in just five days as 
the southwest monsoon or Habagat continued to bring persistent rains, PAGASA data showed. 
 
LIST: Flooded roads in Metro Manila on Aug. 10 
 
MANILA — Monsoon rains enhanced by tropical cyclones spawned floods in Metro Manila on 
Monday.  
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AL JAZEERA 
 
June and July hottest on record in Western Europe, monitor says 
 
The Copernicus Climate Change Service says historically low rainfall has worsened the situation 
in several countries. 
 
BUSINESS WORLD 
 
How the hard reality of climate change hit Europe’s economy this summer 
 
FRANKFURT — For anyone in Europe who still thought climate change was a problem for 
future generations, this summer’s sweltering heatwaves have brought home the reality that its 
costly and life-altering  economic impacts have already arrived. Debt-to-GDPanalysis 
 
GMA NEWS 
 
Red rainfall warning over Caloocan, Bulacan and Rizal 
 
A red rainfall warning was issued over parts of Bulacan and Rizal, as well as in Caloocan on 
Monday afternoon due to the enhanced Southwest Monsoon or Habagat, the state weather 
bureau PAGASA said. 
 
INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS  
 
State of the Climate: A Dimming, Overheated Planet, With Degraded Oceans 
By: Bob Berwyn 
 
A new American Meteorological Society report paints a grim picture of the global climate. 
 
LA LOCAL 
 
Eastside students are turning gardens and green spaces into climate classrooms 
By: Violet Rodriguez-Aceves 
 
Learn how Eastside schools are empowering students through green spaces while helping the 
environment 
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PANAY NEWS 
 
Climate change is not an alibi 
 
CLIMATE change is undeniably making Iloilo City’s flooding problem worse. But it must never 
become a convenient alibi for clogged waterways, inadequate drainage maintenance, reckless 
development, weak enforcement and years of poor urban planning. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
A week of storms: Monsoon, Luis, Maymay leave trail of destruction 
By: Jason Sigales 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The southwest monsoon, intensified by Tropical Depression Luis and 
Tropical Storm Maymay, left a trail of death and destruction after inundating most of Luzon for 
over a week. 
 
Montalban in Rizal declares state of calamity 
By: Kurt Dela Peña 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The local government of Montalban, Rizal, declared a state of calamity 
on Monday, Aug. 10, amid heavy to intense rains brought by the enhanced southwest monsoon. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY  
 
CCC backs bamboo innovation as pathway for climate-proofing infrastructure 
 
SOUTH COTABATO — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the potential of 
bamboo innovation to advance climate-resilient development and sustainable construction as 
government, industry, academe, and development partners convened for the Mindanao 
Bamboost Forum. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ABS CBN 
 
#WalangPasok: Classes, gov’t work to shift online in Zambales, Bataan and Occ. Mindoro 
Aug. 11 due to habagat 
 
MANILA (UPDATED as of 23:15 p.m.) — Malacañang announced that work in government 
offices and classes in all levels shall shift online Tuesday, August 11, in the provinces of 
Zambales, Bataan and Occidental Mindoro in anticipation of the continued heavy rainfall due to 
the southwest monsoon or habagat. 
 
By virtue of Memorandum Circular No. 124, signed by acting Executive Secretary Ralph Recto, 
work from home arrangement in government offices shall be implemented in Zambales, Bataan 
and Occidental Mindoro. 
 
Alternative learning modes for classes at all levels in public and private schools in the said 
areas shall also be implemented. 
 
Several local government units have likewise suspended classes in their respective areas. 
 
ALL LEVELS 
 
Metro Manila 
 
- Caloocan City (face-to-face classes) 
- Las Piñas 
- Malabon City (face-to-face classes) 
- Mandaluyong City (face-to-face classes) 
- City of Manila (face-to-face classes; shift to alternative delivery mode) 
- Marikina City 
- Muntinlupa City (face-to-face classes) 
- Parañaque City 
- Pasay City 
- San Juan City 
- Taguig City (face-to-face classes) 
- Valenzuela City (face-to-face classes) 
 
Abra (including work in government offices) 
 
Bataan (face-to-face classes; government offices on work from home arrangement) 
 
Benguet 
 
Bulacan 
 

 
4 

https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/8/10/-walangpasok-class-suspensions-for-august-11-2026-due-to-bad-weather-1820
https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/8/10/-walangpasok-class-suspensions-for-august-11-2026-due-to-bad-weather-1820


 

- Angat (face-to-face classes) 
- Balagtas (including work in government offices) 
- Baliwag (face-to-face classes) 
- Bocaue 
- Bulakan 
- Bustos (face-to-face classes) 
- Calumpit (face-to-face classes) 
- Hagonoy (including work in government offices) 
- Guiguinto (face-to-face classes) 
- Malolos 
- Marilao 
- Meycauayan 
- Norzagaray (face-to-face classes) 
- Obando 
- Pandi (face-to-face classes) 
- Paombong 
- Plaridel (including work in government offices) 
- Pulilan 
- San Ildefonso 
- City of San Jose Del Monte (face-to-face classes) 
- San Miguel 
- Sta. Maria 
 
Cavite 
 
- Alfonso (face-to-face classes) 
- Amadeo 
- Bacoor 
- Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo 
- Imus 
- Kawit (face-to-face classes) 
- Mendez (face-to-face classes) 
- Naic (face-to-face classes) 
- Noveleta (face-to-face classes) 
- Rosario (face-to-face classes) 
- Tagaytay City (face-to-face classes) 
- Tanza 
 
Laguna (face-to-face classes) 
 
La Union 
 
- Bacnotan (face-to-face classes) 
- Bagulin (face-to-face classes) 

 
5 



 

- Bangar (face-to-face classes) 
- Bauang 
- Burgos (face-to-face classes) 
- Caba (face-to-face classes) 
- Luna (face-to-face classes) 
- Naguilian (face-to-face classes) 
- Pugo (face-to-face classes, including ALS) 
- San Gabriel 
- San Juan (face-to-face classes) 
- Santol 
- Tubao (face-to-face classes) 
 
Occidental Mindoro (face-to-face classes; government offices on work from home arrangement) 
 
Pampanga 
- Apalit 

- Arayat (face-to-face classes) 

- Bacolor (face-to-face classes) 

- Candaba (face-to-face classes) 

- Guagua (face-to-face classes) 

- Macabebe (including work in government offices) 

- Magalang (face-to-face classes) 
 
- Mexico 
 
- Minalin (face-to-face classes) 
 
- San Fernando City (face-to-face classes) 
 
- San Simon 
 
- Sasmuan (face-to-face classes) 
 
- Sta. Ana 
 
- Sto. Tomas (face-to-face classes) 
 
Pangasinan 
- Aguilar (face-to-face classes) 
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- Basista 
 
- Binmaley (face-to-face classes) 
 
- Bugallon 
 
- Calasiao (including work in government offices) 
 
- Dagupan City (face-to-face classes; including work in government offices) 
 
- Infanta 
 
- Labrador 
 
- Lingayen 
 
- Malasiqui 
 
- Mangaldan (face-to-face classes; including work in government offices) 
 
- Mangatarem 
 
- Mapandan 
 
- Pozorrubio 
 
- Rosales 
 
- San Carlos City (face-to-face classes) 
 
- San Jacinto 
 
- Sta. Barbara (face-to-face classes) 
 
- Sto. Tomas 
 
- Sual (face-to-face classes) 
 
-Urbiztondo (face-to-face classes) 
 
Rizal 
- Cainta 
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- Rodriguez [Montalban] (face-to-face classes) 
 
- San Mateo 
 
- Taytay (face-to-face classes) 
 
Zambales (face-to-face classes; government offices on work from home arrangement) 
 
- Subic 
 
PRESCHOOL TO SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
Quezon City (face-to-face classes; including ALS) 
 
Baguio City (face-to-face classes) 
 
La Union 
- Sudipen (including day care) 
 
PRESCHOOL TO ELEMENTARY 
Cavite 
- Indang 
 
Pangasinan 
- Sison 
 
GRADE SCHOOL 
Pangasinan 
- Sison 
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Habagat dumps weeks’ worth of rain in several areas; Luzon dams record gains 
By: Ariel Rojas 
 
MANILA — Several areas in western Luzon recorded weeks’ worth of rainfall in just five days as 
the southwest monsoon or Habagat continued to bring persistent rains, PAGASA data showed. 
 
From 8 a.m. of August 5, Wednesday, to 8 a.m. of August 10, Monday, the PAGASA station in 
Baguio City registered 1,143.2 millimeters of rain – equivalent to 36 days’ worth of August 
rainfall in the city. 
 
In nearby La Trinidad, Benguet, the automatic weather station (AWS) at Benguet State 
University logged more than 1,220 millimeters of rain, while the La Trinidad AWS posted 822.5 
millimeters. 
 
Four people were killed in separate landslide incidents in La Trinidad and Baguio City. 
 
Almost three weeks’ worth of August rainfall was also recorded in Dagupan City with nearly 400 
millimeters, and Sinait, Ilocos Sur with 407 millimeters. 
Weather stations in Zambales also recorded around three weeks’ of rainfall for August, with 
more than 640 millimeters in Iba and 525 millimeters in Subic.  
 
In Abucay, Bataan, the five-day rainfall total reached almost 550 millimeters. 
 
In Metro Manila, nearly 400 mm of rain or almost two months’ worth of rain in August was 
recorded at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport in Pasay City. 
The Science Garden station in Quezon City logged 428 millimeters, or more than three weeks of 
rain in August in the city.  
 
The volume is almost comparable to Ondoy’s 455 millimeters recorded in 24 hours in 
September 2009. 
 
In Calabarzon, Cavite City recorded 447.9 millimeters of rain while Tanay, Rizal logged 411.8 
mm. Both totals represent nearly a month’s precipitation in their respective location for August. 
 
DAMS  
The persistent heavy rains also led to significant increases in the water levels of some of the 
major dams in Luzon over a 24-hour period. 
 
San Roque Dam in Pangasinan recorded the biggest increase, rising by more than 15 meters to  
254.77 meters. 
 
San Roque is the lowest of the three cascading dams along the Agno River, together with 
Ambuklao and Binga dams. 
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The sharp increase was attributed to both the heavy rainfall in the area as well as the opening of 
the gates of Ambuklao and Binga on Sunday. 
 
Angat Dam, which supplies about 90 percent of Metro Manila’s water needs, stood at 170.47 
meters at 8 a.m. Monday, recording an increase of 8.66 meters from the previous day.  
 
This was the reservoir’s biggest 24-hour increase so far this year.  
 
On Sunday, Angat Dam’s water level rose past its critical low level of 160 meters, reaching 
161.81-meter elevation. 
 
Meanwhile, Magat Dam recorded a 3.61-meter increase while Pantabangan Dam rose by 0.76 
meter. 
 
According to PAGASA, one gate of Ipo Dam in Bulacan remains open, with an opening of 0.3 
meter. 
 
Habagat is expected to persist through the weekend, with monsoon rains forecast to gradually 
ease but will continue to affect Benguet, parts of Ilocos Region, Zambales, Bataan, and 
Occidental Mindoro. 
 
Metro Manila may see more periods of sunshine beginning around the middle of the week. 
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LIST: Flooded roads in Metro Manila on Aug. 10 
 
MANILA — Monsoon rains enhanced by tropical cyclones spawned floods in Metro Manila on 
Monday.  
 
The Quezon City government reported flooding in the following areas as of 6:51 a.m.  
 
CHEST DEEP (45 inches) 
 
Barangay Bagong Silangan 
 
- USNA Compound 
 
- New Greenland 
 
- Bonifacio 
 
Barangay Dona Imelda 
 
-29,42,48 Kapiligan (Looban, Tabing Ilog) 
 
Barangay Apolonio Samson 
 
-Geraldine cor. Antonette Parkway Village HOA 
 
WAIST DEEP (37 inches) 
 
Barangay Bagong Silangan 
 
- Diamond HOA 
 
- Sunrise HOA 
 
- Comya HOA 
 
- New Greenfield 
 
- Brookside 
 
- Pinaglabanan 
 
- Tagumpay 
 
- Isla Pulang Bato 
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- Tumana 
 
Barangay Apolonio Samson 
 
-Cristine St. Parkway Village 
 
-Christine dulo Parkway Village HOA 
 
Barangay Tatalon 
 
-Araneta Avenue from Kaliraya street up to ERB Barangay Tatalon 
 
Barangay Sto. Domingo (Matalahib) 
 
-Don Jose - Samat 
 
-Don Jose - NS Amoranto 
 
-Banawe - NS Amoranto 
 
-Sto. Domingo corner Calamba 
 
TIRE DEEP (26 inches) 
Barangay Senna 
 
-Sto. Domingo to Araneta 
 
KNEE DEEP (19 inches) 
 
Barangay Sienna 
 
- Ubay St. corner N.S Amoranto 
 
- N.S Amoranto Banawe to Biak na Bato 
 
-Tabayok 
 
Barangay Dona Imelda 
 
-Kapiligan Baloy 
 
-Saragosa, Palanza 
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-Ugo, Kapiligan 
 
-Bayani Dulo 
 
-E Road/Puregold 
 
-Kapiligan Paltok 38 
 
-Kapiligan 48 
 
-Landargan 
 
-Girayan 
 
-Girayan Baloy / Girayan Paway 
 
-Baloy, Girayan 
 
Barangay Mariblo 
 
-Bernardo corner De Vera St. 
 
Barangay Sto. Domingo (Matalahib) 
-Bnb corner Don Manuel 
 
-Bnb corner Macopa 
 
-Bnb corner Samat 
 
-Bnb corner Calamba 
 
Barangay Apolonio Samson-Kaingin Bukid 
 
-Cypress Village cor. Alexandrite 
 
HALF KNEE DEEP (10 inches) 
 
Barangay Santol 
 
- G. Araneta corner Baloy 
 
Barangay Mariblo 
 
-Bernardo Court 
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-Rivera St. 
 
ANKLE DEEP (9 inches) 
 
Barangay Sto. Domingo 
 
- N.S. Amoranto corner Banawe 
 
GUTTER DEEP (8 inches) 
Barangay Sta. Cruz 
 
- Gen. Lim 
 
Barangay Sienna 
 
- N.S. Amoranto corner Don Jose 
 
Barangay Tatalon 
 
-G. Araneta 
 
-Hunters 
 
 Barangay Dona Imelda 
 
-Hilltop 
 
-Bituan 
 
-Kapiligan 
 
-Kapiligan Dunthan 
 
-Hugo 
 
-Dona Imelda 
 
-Bayani, Girayan 
 
-Imelda 
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The Metropolitan Manila Development Authority also listed the following flooded roads as of 
6:38 a.m.  
 
MANILA CITY 
 
 - Roxas Blvd. SB Us Embassy (Above gutter deep) 9" Passable to Light Vehicles (PATV) 
 
-  Roxas Blvd. Pedro Gil NB and SB (Gutter deep) 8" Passable to Light Vehicles (PATV) 
 
 - España Blvd Corner Antipolo St. - 10" Passable to Light Vehicles (PATV) 
 
 - Roxas Blvd Kalaw - 8" Passable to Light Vehicles (PATV) 
 
PASAY CITY 
 
 - Roxas Edsa Intersection - 8" Passable to Light Vehicles (PATV) 
 
 
- Pagbaba ng Roxas Blvd. Buendia Fly over SB (Gutter deep) - 8" Passable to Light Vehicles 
(PATV) 
 
-  SB Roxas Blvd Hk Plaza (Gutter deep) - 8" Passable to Light Vehicles (PATV) 
 
VALENZUELA CITY 
 
- 3S Center, Dalandanan- 13-18 inches (Half Tire Level)* Not Passable to Light Vehicles (NPLV) 
 
- Toyota Dalandanan- 13-18 inches (Half Tire Level)* Not Passable to Light Vehicles (NPLV) 
 
PARANAQUE CITY  
 
- Dr. A. Santos Avenue at Olivarez School to Canaynay 12" (Half Tire Level)* Not Passable to 
Light Vehicles (NPLV) 
 
- Ninoy Aquino Avenue-Kabihasnan -  9" Passable to Light Vehicles (PATV) 
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AL JAZEERA 
 
June and July hottest on record in Western Europe, monitor says 
 
The Copernicus Climate Change Service says historically low rainfall has worsened the situation 
in several countries. 
 
Western Europe has experienced its hottest June and July on record this summer, according to 
the European Union’s climate change monitor. 
 
The Copernicus Climate Change Service (C3S) said on Monday that the region’s average 
temperature over the two-month period was 21.62 degrees Celsius (70.9 degrees Fahrenheit), 
2.79C (5.01F) above average and higher than the previous record set in 2022. 
 
This reflected “the exceptional persistence of heat” so far this summer, C3S said. 
 
The climate change monitor also said levels of soil moisture were “significantly lower” than in 
July 2022 when the last severe drought gripped Western Europe. 
 
“July 2026 was the third consecutive month of exceptional heat in Western Europe, bringing the 
combined temperature for June and July to a new record for the region,” said Samantha 
Burgess, strategic lead for climate at the European Centre for Medium-Range Weather 
Forecasts. 
 
“Persistent high-pressure systems trapped heat over Western Europe. The extreme 
temperatures also amplified widespread drought. As soils dry out, they lose their ability to 
provide natural cooling, allowing heat to build more readily. This is a clear example of how 
climate change is intensifying heat extremes with heat and drought increasingly reinforcing one 
another.” 
 
Several rivers experienced exceptionally low water levels, including the Seine, Rhine and 
Danube. The low flows affected water supplies and irrigation and led Hungary and Slovenia to 
operate their only nuclear power plants at reduced capacity. 
 
France and Spain also registered record levels of drought, which fuelled devastating wildfires. 
 
A megafire burned nearly 42,000 hectares (103,785 acres) and forced the evacuation of more 
than 220,000 people in southwestern France’s Gironde department in late July. 
 
At the same time, Spain’s largest wildfire in recent history scorched almost 44,000 hectares 
(108,725 acres) in Avila province near Madrid. 
 
The report also warned that large fires can send smoke high into the atmosphere, allowing it to 
travel thousands of kilometres and affect air quality in other countries. 
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The C3S also said the highest sea surface temperatures on record outside the polar regions 
were recorded in July. The average sea surface temperature was 20.96C (69.7F), slightly higher 
than the previous record of 20.89C (69.6F) in 2023. 
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BUSINESS WORLD 
 
How the hard reality of climate change hit Europe’s economy this summer 
 
FRANKFURT — For anyone in Europe who still thought climate change was a problem for 
future generations, this summer’s sweltering heatwaves have brought home the reality that its 
costly and life-altering  economic impacts have already arrived. Debt-to-GDPanalysis 
 
Record heat and droughts this summer — which scientists say are exacerbated by global 
warming — have wreaked havoc in power production, shipping and public health systems, while 
this wildfire season is on track to be Europe’s biggest ever. 
 
Together, the hit to the region’s  economy can already be measured in the hundreds of billions of 
euros, economists and academics estimate. But they warn this is just the beginning, as costs 
are set to rise faster than temperatures. 
 
Climate is changing more rapidly in Europe than on any other continent and the damage is 
already stretching public finances, setting off wild swings in inflation, redrawing the tourism map, 
and forcing the bloc to rethink how power is produced and how goods are transported. 
 
“What makes 2026 particularly worrying from an economic perspective is that there are multiple 
episodes of extreme events,” said University of Mannheim economist Sehrish Usman. 
 
“Take heatwaves, droughts, wildfires… these events are taking place at the same time and 
mostly in the same regions, compounding their impact,” she said. 
 
RECORD ECONOMIC DAMAGE FROM HEAT 
Temperatures hit records in June and July, and the economic damage will likely exceed all 
previous marks, economists say. Debt-to-GDPanalysis 
 
Traffic on the Rhine and the Danube rivers, key cargo arteries, is severely limited because of 
low water levels, more than a half dozen nuclear generators have shut or curtailed production 
due to cooling difficulties. Agricultural yield estimates have been cut with crops harvested late, 
such as maize and sunflower, suffering a 6-7% loss already in July. 
 
Heat curtails human productivity and has already claimed tens of thousands of lives, with 
Germany alone reporting more than 10,000 heat-related deaths. 
 
Meanwhile, the costs of the emergency response, like fighting fires or curtailing power use, 
further stretch budgets. 
 
ING estimates that the halt of traffic on the Rhine alone will lower the gross domestic product 
(GDP) of Germany, the world’s third-largest economy, by 0.3 percentage points this year, while 
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Hungary’s MBH Bank sees a 0.1-percentage-point GDP hit for every week the country’s largest 
nuclear generator is offline. Debt-to-GDPanalysis 
 
Allianz, the German insurer, estimates the two-week June heatwave alone will cut the GDP of 
Europe by 0.3 percentage points, and climate change will shave 5-7% off growth by 2030 for the 
most exposed economies like Spain, France and Italy. 
 
“The total bill for this year will be much larger,” said Hazem Krichene, an economist at Allianz. 
“This figure doesn’t account for the fires, droughts, different flood events or the expected El 
Niño.” 
 
 
Given that the euro zone is expected to grow just 1% this year, the hit is sizable. 
 
Yet Ms. Usman says the full extent of the economic damage will only be felt several years down 
the line. 
 
“You’d expect the damage to be largest in the year an extreme event happens and then to fade 
but we find the opposite,” Ms. Usman said. “The economic impact grows over the following 
years because the extreme weather set off a chain of slow economic consequences.” 
Debt-to-GDPanalysis 
 
SOUTHERN EUROPE TO SUFFER FALLING TOURISM AND RISING INFLATION 
Southern Europe could take the biggest hit as temperature spikes are the largest there, cutting 
tourism income, exacerbating crop failures and inducing outward migration. 
 
“Can you see tourists marching through southern Italy or Spain in 45 degrees? I can’t. So, I 
think the nature of tourism will change,” ING economist Carsten Brzeski said. 
 
The south may get more year-round tourists but summer peaks will drop as vacationers move 
north, hitting the southern hospitality industry, Mr. Brzeski argued. 
 
The south will also take a bigger food price hit from extreme weather, complicating life for the 
European Central Bank (ECB), which is already struggling to keep inflation at target. 
 
“You see bigger effects of extreme temperatures on food prices in places that are already hotter, 
so if you’re in Southern Europe, you’ll see a bigger effect,” said Maximilian Kotz, a researcher at 
the Barcelona Supercomputing Center. 
 
Extreme heat in 2022 lifted euro zone inflation by 0.34 percentage points via higher food prices, 
with the south taking a disproportionate hit, Mr. Kotz estimated. 
 
Meanwhile, a halt in river transport is making it harder for fuel to reach parts of Europe, 
widening regional price differences. 
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HEAT STRAINS ON BUDGETS TO PUT PRESSURE ON ECB 
“The fiscal consequences fall most heavily on the economies least able to absorb them,” Allianz 
said in a research note. 
 
Reductions in annual tax revenue from lost output could reach 1.8% in France, 1.3% in Italy and 
Spain as progressive tax systems mean revenues fall faster than output, it estimates. 
 
Business profit margins will also decline, depressing investment and exacerbating the  
economic loss. Debt-to-GDPanalysis 
 
Costs meanwhile surge, both because governments have to fund the emergency response and 
must invest, such as in future-proofing power generation or transportation routes. 
 
“A key concern is that countries still rely far too much on ad hoc emergency response, which is 
both expensive and also often quite inefficient,” said Heather Grabbe, a senior fellow at the 
Bruegel think tank. 
 
But investors may push back if governments try to spend more. Debt levels are already high — 
especially in France and Italy — and countries need to invest in defense and the green energy 
transition. 
 
The dilemma could draw in the ECB, which bought up trillions of euros worth of countries’ debt 
in the past decade to keep borrowing costs depressed when inflation was too low. 
 
“With such a long list of spending needs, the trend will be towards higher government debt,” 
ING’s Mr. Brzeski said. “This will then mean pressure on the ECB to step in and do more 
quantitative easing, if there is a sudden sell-off in bond markets.” — Reuters 
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GMA NEWS 
 
Red rainfall warning over Caloocan, Bulacan and Rizal 
 
A red rainfall warning was issued over parts of Bulacan and Rizal, as well as in Caloocan on 
Monday afternoon due to the enhanced Southwest Monsoon or Habagat, the state weather 
bureau PAGASA said. 
 
According the heavy rainfall advisory issued at 5 p.m., serious flooding is possible over the 
following areas: 
 
Bulacan (Dona Remedios Trinidad, Norzagaray, San Jose del Monte) 
Caloocan 
Rizal (Rodriguez) 
The red warning or red rainfall advisory is issued by the PAGASA when rains reach an alarming 
level and the need for evacuation is high especially in low-lying areas. 
 
On the other hand, orange warning, which meant threatening floods, is hoisted over the 
following: 
 

●​ Bataan 
●​ Zambales (Olongapo, Subic, Botolan, San Marcelino, Cabangan, Castillejos, San 

Antonio, San Felipe, San Narciso) 
●​ Pampanga (Porac, Lubao, Floridablanca, Sasmuan, Apalit, Bacolor, Candaba, San 

Fernando, Macabebe, Masantol, Minalin, San Luis, San Simon, Santo Tomas, Guagua, 
Santa Rita) 

●​ Bulacan (Angat, Balagtas, Baliuag, Bocaue, Bulakan, Bustos, Calumpit, Malolos, 
Meycauayan, Guiguinto, Hagonoy, Marilao, Obando, Pandi, Paombong, Plaridel, Pulilan, 
San Ildefonso, San Miguel, San Rafael, Santa Maria) 

●​ Metro Manila (Quezon City, Valenzuela, Malabon, Navotas, Marikina, Manila, Pasay, 
Mandaluyong, San Juan, Makati) 

●​ Rizal (San Mateo) 
 
Further, yellow rainfall warning is issued in several areas. PAGASA warned of flooding in 
flood-prone areas in the following: 
 

●​ Quezon (General Nakar) 
●​ Metro Manila (Las Pinas, Muntinlupa, Paranaque, Taguig, Pasig, Pateros) Cavite 

(Ternate, Naic, Rosario, Noveleta, Cavite City, Bacoor, Kawit, Imus, Maragondon, Tanza, 
General Trias, Trece Martires, General Emilio Aguinaldo, Magallanes) 

●​ Batangas (Nasugbu) 
●​ Rizal (Angono, Cainta, Taytay, Teresa, Antipolo, Tanay) 
●​ Zambales (Candelaria, Iba, Masinloc, Palauig, Santa Cruz) 
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●​ Tarlac (Concepcion, Bamban, Capas, Tarlac City, Gerona, Paniqui, Camiling, Mayantoc, 
Moncada, San Clemente, San Jose, Santa Ignacia) 

●​ Pampanga (Arayat, Magalang, Mexico, Santa Ana, Angeles, Mabalacat) 
●​ Nueva Ecija (San Antonio, Gapan, Cabiao, San Isidro, General Tinio) 

 
Meanwhile, light to moderate with occasional heavy rains are forecasted over Laguna and 
Cavite (Alfonso, Amadeo, Indang, Mendez, Silang, Tagaytay, Carmona, Dasmarinas, Gen. 
Mariano Alvarez) within the next three hours, said PAGASA.  
 
Light to moderate with occasional heavy rains may also persist in the next three hours in: 
 

●​ Nueva Ecija (Aliaga, Bongabon, Cabanatuan, Carranglan, Cuyapo, Gabaldon, General 
Mamerto Natividad, Guimba, Jaen, Laur, Licab, Llanera, Lupao, Nampicuan, Palayan, 
Pantabangan, Penaranda, Quezon, Rizal, San Jose, San Leonardo, Santa Rosa, Santo 
Domingo, Munoz, Talavera, Talugtug, Zaragoza) 

●​ Tarlac (Anao, La Paz, Pura, Ramos, San Manuel, Victoria) 
●​ Batangas (Lemery, Calaca, Balayan, Tuy, Lian, Calatagan) 
●​ Quezon (Unisan, Agdangan, Padre Burgos, Atimonan, Gumaca, Plaridel, Quezon, 

Alabat, Lopez, Pitogo, Macalelon, Guinayangan, Buenavista, Calauag) 
●​ Rizal (Baras, Binangonan, Cardona, Jala-Jala, Morong, Pililla) 

—Vince Angelo Ferreras/RF, GMA News 
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INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS  
 
State of the Climate: A Dimming, Overheated Planet, With Degraded Oceans 
By: Bob Berwyn 
 
A new American Meteorological Society report paints a grim picture of the global climate. 
 
As global warming continued to reshape Earth’s climate, the planet’s oceans reached record 
high temperatures for the third year in a row in 2025. Some northern forests and tundra 
released more carbon dioxide than they absorbed. And the Greenland Ice Sheet lost about 129 
gigatons of ice, enough to form a cube of ice about three miles wide on each side. 
 
Those were among the findings in the 2025 State of the Climate report, released Monday by the 
American Meteorological Society and led by scientists at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 
 
The report identified continued burning of fossil fuels as the primary source of record-high 
greenhouse gas levels, which are raising global temperatures and intensifying extreme weather. 
In Europe, for example, average temperatures have risen about 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit since 
the 1960s, while extreme high temperatures have shot up by as much as 18 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 
 
The findings carry added significance in light of an advisory opinion on climate change issued 
last year by the International Court of Justice, which concluded that countries may be liable for 
cross-border climate damage they knowingly cause or fail to prevent. As a result, governments 
that continue to promote fossil fuel use face increasing legal scrutiny and could be held 
responsible for ongoing and future climate-related harm. 
 
“Anyone who still doubts the reality or severity of the climate crisis needs to read this report,” 
said climate scientist Jennifer Francis, who studies Northern Hemisphere climate extremes at 
the Woodwell Climate Research Center. Francis did not contribute to the report. 
 
The report, she said, “underscores our collective failure in stemming human-caused climate 
warming and related impacts,” including “worse and more frequent heat waves, flooding, 
droughts, wildland fires, and disruptions to all life on Earth.” 
 
The time to slow the changes is running dangerously short, she said, adding that “many leaders 
continue to ignore the warning bells.” Despite widespread public support for policies that protect 
the climate, many countries have expanded fossil fuel use, even since signing the 2015 Paris 
Agreement to limit human-caused warming. 
 
The report foreshadows the even more intense climate extremes erupting around the world, 
from the March heatwave in western North America to extreme drought and wildfires in Europe 
this summer that have already caused more than $3 billion of economic damage. 
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The report’s key takeaway is that climate extremes that impact communities and economies 
“show no signs of diminishing,” said Alan Sealls, president of the American Meteorological 
Society. That means continued climate disruptions, he said, adding that the rising intensity and 
persistence of extremes shouldn’t be underestimated “compared to what the past delivered.” 
 
Finally, he said, “Take personal action in becoming more resilient and encourage your political 
representatives to protect and fortify your community, knowing the changes that are happening.” 
 
In 2025, “high humidity heat extremes occurred with near-record frequency and intensity,” 
co-authors and NOAA scientists Jessica Blunden and James Reagan wrote in the report’s 
executive summary. “These extremes can lead to dangerous heat-related illnesses.” When both 
the temperature and humidity are high, the air can’t absorb perspiration, so the human cooling 
system breaks down, making it impossible to survive without shelter or a mechanical cooling 
system. 
 
The findings also showed that overall global cloudiness in 2025 was the second-lowest since 
the start of the satellite record in 1980, “which means that more sunlight than usual reached 
Earth’s surface,” the authors wrote. It’s a critical measurement because recent research has 
shown that a decline of bright clouds that reflect heat back to space account for part of the 
recent acceleration of warming. 
 
Not only were there fewer clouds, land surfaces continued to darken in 2025 because of 
wildfire-scorched land, heatwaves and reduced snow cover, all linked to persistently high 
temperatures. According to the report, “The darker the surface, the more sunlight is absorbed, 
which creates localized heating.” 
 
Oceans absorb about 90 percent of the “excess heat” from human-caused warming, which 
manifested in marine heatwaves that were observed over 87 percent of the planet’s oceans last 
year, while marine cold spells reached their lowest occurrence on record, the report found. At 
the same time, ocean waters keep acidifying, which threatens marine life, and have lost oxygen 
at the rate of 0.45 percent per decade since 1965 due to “warming, reduced ventilation, ocean 
circulation changes, and enhanced biological respiration.” 
 
The report doesn’t use the term global warming, but “is pretty clear on the fact that the warming 
and associated impacts are caused by greenhouse gas emissions,” climate researcher Michael 
Mann, director of the Penn Center for Science, Sustainability, and the Media at the University of 
Pennsylvania, said via email. 
 
The scientific facts presented in the annual climate review counter climate disinformation 
pushed by the Trump administration as part of “the bad faith assault on climate science by 
polluters and their abettors, which began decades ago,” said Mann, who did not contribute to 
the report. Science Under Siege, a book Mann co-authored with Peter Hotez, a vaccine and 
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tropical disease researcher at Baylor University, outlines how the attacks have been “a 
long-term project of the right that is now paying dividends for them.” 
 
Mann said those attacks are dangerous to the public because they threaten the good-faith 
reliance on facts and evidence that shape public policy. The “firehose of politically-motivated 
antiscience disinformation,” he added, “undermines our ability to address any of the major 
threats, challenges, and crises we face, the climate crisis paramount among them.” 
 
Colorado State University atmospheric scientist Scott Denning, who did not contribute to the 
report, wrote via email that every chapter “shows the very serious impacts of our self-destructive 
reliance on carbon combustion.” 
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LA LOCAL 
 
Eastside students are turning gardens and green spaces into climate classrooms 
By: Violet Rodriguez-Aceves 
 
Learn how Eastside schools are empowering students through green spaces while helping the 
environment 
 
As climate change brings more extreme weather and environmental challenges, local students, 
teachers, and staff are working together to prepare for a changing world. 
 
From classroom and vegetable gardens, to cultural eco-centers, and sustainable infrastructure, 
three Eastside schools are finding accessible ways to help the environment and the community.  
 
Theodore Roosevelt High School — Boyle Heights  
For Theodore Roosevelt High in Boyle Heights, the eco-friendly changes to its century-old 
campus came about in a different way.  
 
In 2018, the LAUSD School Board approved a multimillion-dollar modernization project plan for 
Roosevelt, which received an initial $173 million and later a revised budget of $216 million. 
 
Once funding was approved, LAUSD and LPA Studios created a plan that included the shared 
goals of sustainability: reducing energy use, water consumption and waste. 
 
“We believe that sustainability is not just a checklist of meeting goals, but rather something to 
inform our design and to be integrated early on in our design,” said Albert Lam, project manager 
at LPA Studios. 
 
The plan included building updates that included climate-friendly features to support students 
amid the ever-changing climate, including installing cool roofs, reflective pavement, and 
rebuilding green spaces that act as cooling areas.  
 
An example of the plan in action is the cool roofs; they act as a surface where light can be 
reflected rather than absorbed to combat the warming of the buildings. 
 
Now, the renovated campus is home to four new buildings, a new football field, a performing 
arts center, and a lunch shelter, with many of the eco-friendly features.  
 
Hollenbeck Middle School — Boyle Heights  
In 2025, teachers proposed revitalizing the Hollenbeck Middle School community garden. 
Previously, grant funding helped maintain the garden, but once that funding ended, it was left 
unkept.  
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Now, it has become a powerful place where students are able to feel safe and learn about 
gardening. 
 
“When we came back this school year, we knew that the kids were dealing with a lot of stress at 
home. There were these horrible ICE raids happening across the city, and our children were so 
anxious,” said Sharon Nicholls, the school’s librarian, who also helps manage garden activities, 
including Garden Club. 
 
Last fall, Hollenbeck organized cleanup days where students were encouraged to pick up trash 
and, in the process, earn community hours. The school also partnered with Promesa Boyle 
Heights and parents to prepare the space for revitalization, including purchasing supplies, 
seeds, and planning the upcoming gardening days. 
 
“We all just kind of came in and cleaned it up, and we could see how beautiful it was underneath 
all the junk and trash- is such a gorgeous space,” said Nicholls. 
 
Throughout the 2026 school year, teachers have incorporated plant knowledge into their 
curriculum through vegetable harvesting, weeding and caring for seedlings in classrooms. They 
have also  collaborated with the after-school program Beyond The Bell to create the Garden 
Club. 
 
After school on Thursdays, students go to the garden to fulfill volunteer hours and learn about 
the life living in the garden.  
 
“I feel relaxed…the sound of the trees, and the wind relaxes me a lot,” said Dania, a student in 
the garden club.   
 
The garden is surrounded by shady trees and benches and remains an open area during school 
hours, where students are allowed to roam freely through the green space they care for.  
 
Looking toward the future, Nicholls hopes to continue expanding the program so that more 
teachers and students can explore the space.  
 
“They book the library, and now they’re booking the garden,” said Nicholls of the growing 
interest from her colleagues in incorporating the garden in their lesson plans. 
 
The garden now flourishes on the Hollenbeck Campus with a composter and a variety of 
vegetables and plants, including fresh mint, lemon balm, tomatoes, lettuce, zucchinis, cilantro, 
and even apple trees. 
 
Anawakalmekak — El Sereno  
Hidden in the hills of El Sereno is 12 acres of rematriated land that thrives through community 
hands and student engagement. Chief Ya’anna Learning Village serves as a learning center 
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accessible to students from Anawakalmekak, the TK-through-12th-grade Intertribal Indigenous 
school located in El Sereno, and the surrounding community. 
 
In partnership, Anawakalmekak and the Gabrielino Shoshone Nation of Southern California 
acquired this piece of land that was formerly used as a dump site. Now, it is a living ecosystem 
where students participate in planting workshops, tool safety and cultural teachings. 
 
Started in 2022, the village is based on Land Back Learning. Tekpatl Kuauhtzin, the land 
stewardship manager of the learning village says its intention is “to support indigenous youth to 
grow up with land-based teachings and think about land back as not just a return of title to 
indigenous peoples, but also the return of indigenous peoples to land.” 
 
As stewardship manager, Kuauhtzin helps facilitate the collaboration of communities within the 
site, including tribal networks, parents and staff, and community members who join land tending 
days. 
 
Once the village was acquired, the land stewarding team assembled a cohort of students to 
conduct a two-year-long research project where the goal was to fully learn about the 
pre-existing life and imagine a vision for the future of the land. This cohort was called 
Yosentlapixkeh Youth Research Council.  
 
In the beginning of the restoration process, 30 students volunteered to fulfill the role of 
Indigenous land stewards, tending to the land every Tuesday and Friday for two years. During 
this time, students were able to practice Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) while receiving 
a stipend of $200 every month.   
 
Throughout this program, the cohort worked to revitalize the Urban Canopy, which is a practice 
of planting and caring for native trees to increase the shade that is accessible to the community 
and the land.  
 
For Anawakalmekak, the revitalization doesn’t stop there; the trees are carefully selected to 
improve native species population and continue preserving cultural practices. 
 
“We have these very intimate relationships with the trees that we plant,” says 28-year-old Ary 
Amaya, a Quetzal fellow at the school.  “We can see them in the future, in 50, 100, 200 years, 
and we will be benefiting from those larger trees, whether it’s through their seeds that we’ll use 
for food or for dyeing, or whether it’s their limbs, which in the future will be used to make 
traditional crafts like bows and clapper sticks.”   
 
Not only is the land centered on student learning, it is also accessible to surrounding 
communities, organizations, and leaders. On the second Saturday of each month, the Ya’anna 
Village management team hosts events called Community Land Tending Days, where 
community members can learn about the rematriation process. 
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“I think that’s what our vision is, it’s a collective vision that addresses our community’s needs 
that are identified by our students for the next several generations,” said Amaya. 
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PANAY NEWS 
 
Climate change is not an alibi 
 
CLIMATE change is undeniably making Iloilo City’s flooding problem worse. But it must never 
become a convenient alibi for clogged waterways, inadequate drainage maintenance, reckless 
development, weak enforcement and years of poor urban planning. 
 
The city government is correct in pointing out that rainfall patterns have drastically changed. The 
city used to experience less than 50 millimeters of rainfall, but it can now receive as much as 
200 millimeters in only one hour. A drainage system designed using old rainfall data will 
naturally struggle against such an extreme volume of water. 
 
Yet climate change does not explain everything. 
 
It does not throw garbage into canals. It does not allow buildings, subdivisions and concrete 
structures to rise without adequate stormwater facilities. It does not neglect waterways until they 
are choked with silt, weeds and waste. Neither does it approve flood-control projects that fail to 
deliver the protection promised to the public. 
 
When every flooded street is blamed principally on climate change, government risks turning a 
complex failure of planning and management into an unavoidable act of nature. That framing is 
dangerous because it weakens accountability. If the rain alone is blamed, nobody has to answer 
for undersized culverts, obstructed drainage lines, poorly maintained canals or developments 
that send runoff into already vulnerable communities. 
 
Iloilo City has completed nearly 421 declogging operations since last year. That figure shows 
that the city government recognizes the importance of keeping drainage facilities clear. It also 
raises a fundamental question: Why are so many declogging operations necessary, and why do 
some areas repeatedly flood despite them? 
 
The city must determine whether the problem is recurring garbage accumulation, inadequate 
drainage capacity, disconnected lines, improper elevation, restricted outfalls or a combination of 
these. Declogging should not become an endless cycle in which workers clear the same canals 
after every downpour while the underlying causes remain untouched. 
 
Residents have responsibilities, too. People who discard plastic, household waste and other 
debris into canals contribute directly to flooding. Barangays must enforce waste-disposal rules 
consistently, while the city should identify and penalize habitual violators. Climate resilience 
begins not only with expensive infrastructure but also with basic civic discipline. 
 
Poor urban planning is an equally serious concern. As Iloilo City expands, open spaces and 
absorbent ground are steadily replaced by roads, parking areas, subdivisions, commercial 
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buildings and other concrete developments. Rainwater that once soaked into the soil is forced 
into drainage systems that may already be operating beyond capacity. 
 
Developers must therefore be required to manage the additional runoff generated by their 
projects. Major developments should have properly designed retention facilities, permeable 
surfaces and drainage connections that do not simply transfer floodwater to neighboring 
communities. Permits must not be issued on paper compliance alone. Actual construction must 
be inspected, and violations must carry meaningful penalties. 
 
Existing infrastructure also requires honest assessment. Some drainage lines may have 
become too small for current conditions. Others may be damaged, poorly connected or blocked 
by utilities and private structures. Pumping stations, river outlets and flood-control facilities must 
be regularly inspected and maintained before the rainy season—not only after residents are 
already wading through dirty water. 
 
The proposed Comprehensive Drainage Masterplan is therefore urgently needed. It should map 
the movement of water across the city, identify bottlenecks, evaluate existing infrastructure and 
establish clear priorities for upgrading the system. But the masterplan must examine more than 
rainfall projections. It must investigate how land conversion, construction practices, solid-waste 
failures, neglected waterways and fragmented government projects contribute to flooding. 
 
Climate change is real, and Iloilo City must prepare for heavier and more unpredictable rainfall. 
But adaptation begins with acknowledging every cause of the problem — not choosing the 
explanation most convenient to officials. The rain may be stronger than before, but floods 
become disasters when government planning is weak, infrastructure is neglected, rules are 
ignored and waterways are abused. 
 
Climate change may explain why the skies are releasing more water. It cannot excuse why Iloilo 
City remains unprepared to receive it. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
A week of storms: Monsoon, Luis, Maymay leave trail of destruction 
By: Jason Sigales 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The southwest monsoon, intensified by Tropical Depression Luis and 
Tropical Storm Maymay, left a trail of death and destruction after inundating most of Luzon for 
over a week. 
 
Luis made landfall in Isabela and weakened into a low-pressure area on Aug. 3, while Maymay 
made landfall in Ilocos Sur on Aug. 6 before dissipating the next day. It enhanced the southwest 
monsoon, drenching many parts of the country over the weekend. 
 
Data sent by the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) to 
reporters showed that, as of 2 p.m. on August 10, the agency recorded at least 13 fatalities 
amid the inclement weather: 
 
Benguet 
 

●​ Baguio City — Four deaths due to landslide 
●​ La Trinidad — Two deaths due to landslide 
●​ Atok — One death due to landslide 

Batangas 
 

●​ Batangas City — One death due to drowning 
●​ Lipa City — One death due to electrocution 
●​ Santa Teresita — One death due to landslide 

 
Rizal 
 

●​ Rodriguez — Two deaths due to rockslide 
●​ Antipolo City — One death due to a fallen tree 

 
The NDRRMC further said it monitored 14 individuals injured during the inclement weather: 
 
Benguet 
 

●​ Baguio City — Eight injured due to landslide 
●​ La Trinidad — Two injured due to landslide 
●​ Kapangan — One injured due to a vehicular accident 
●​ Atok — One injured due to landslide 

 
Rizal — One injured due to strong currents 
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Cavite — One injured due to a vehicular accident 
 
Meanwhile, the NDRRMC said it recorded nine cases of missing persons 
 
Benguet 
 

●​ Baguio City — Seven missing due to landslide 
●​ Atok — One missing due to landslide 
●​ Batangas — One missing 

 
Meanwhile, at a Palace briefing earlier on Monday, the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD) said the weather systems affected 1,316,978 individuals across 2,070 
barangays. 
 
The agency also noted that at least 58,655 people were taking shelter in 624 evacuation 
centers, while 39,296 were taking shelter outside evacuation centers. 
 
Also at the Palace briefing, the Office of Civil Defense (OCD) later noted that the affected 
individuals were in the National Capital Region (NCR), Ilocos Region, Cagayan Valley, the 
Cordillera Administrative Region (CAR), Central Luzon, Calabarzon, Mimaropa, Bicol Region, 
Western Visayas and Zamboanga Peninsula. 
 
The OCD later noted that the affected individuals were in the National Capital Region (NCR), 
Ilocos Region, Cagayan Valley, the Cordillera Administrative Region (CAR), Central Luzon, 
Calabarzon, Mimaropa, Bicol Region, Western Visayas and Zamboanga Peninsula. 
 
As for damage, the DSWD noted that at least 367 homes were reportedly damaged by the 
inclement weather, of which 27 were totally damaged and 340 were partially damaged. 
The OCD noted that the damaged homes were in the Ilocos Region, CAR, Central Luzon, 
Calabarzon, Mimaropa and Western Visayas. 
 
Although the OCD did not provide an update at the Palace briefing, an earlier bulletin sent to 
reporters said the agency had monitored at least P1.12 billion worth of infrastructure damage 
and P3.53 million worth of agricultural damage caused by the monsoon and storms so far. 
 
On assistance, the DSWD said it had released at least 54,370 family food packs, 2,722 
ready-to-eat food items, 23 other food items and 1,376 non-food items to affected individuals so 
far. 
 
Further, the DSWD noted that P39,375,105.57 in humanitarian assistance had been distributed 
so far, including P928,000 under the Assistance to Individuals in Crisis Situations program. 
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On security, in a press briefing in Camp Crame earlier on Monday, the Philippine National Police 
(PNP) said it had deployed 3,337 police officers to respond to the effects of the monsoon and 
storms. 
 
Of the 3,337 deployed, 1,859 were assigned to vital installations; 216 to road-clearing 
operations and monitoring; 166 to search, rescue and retrieval operations; 860 to securing 
evacuation centers; and 236 to staffing women and children protection desks at evacuation 
centers. 
 
The PNP added that it had 11,402 more personnel on standby for additional support. 
 
Although both Luis and Maymay have dissipated, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration earlier forecast that heavy rains may continue, particularly 
in the provinces of Benguet, Zambales, Bataan and Occidental Mindoro, in the coming days. 
/mcm 
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Montalban in Rizal declares state of calamity 
By: Kurt Dela Peña 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The local government of Montalban, Rizal, declared a state of calamity 
on Monday, Aug. 10, amid heavy to intense rains brought by the enhanced southwest monsoon. 
 
The local government said in a Facebook post that the Municipal Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management Council recommended the declaration, with Mayor Ronnie Evangelista leading the 
response. 
 
The Sangguniang Bayan subsequently approved the declaration to expedite disaster response 
efforts and the delivery of necessary assistance to affected residents. 
 
Meanwhile, face-to-face classes at all levels in public and private schools have been suspended 
on Tuesday, Aug. 11. Affected students will shift to alternative distance learning modalities in 
accordance with their respective schools’ guidelines. 
 
Several schools in the municipality are also being used as evacuation centers for residents 
affected by the flooding. 
 
The local government urged residents to remain in safe areas, stay alert to weather conditions, 
and continue following official advisories and directives from the municipal government. /mcm 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY  
 
CCC backs bamboo innovation as pathway for climate-proofing infrastructure 
 
SOUTH COTABATO — The Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the potential of 
bamboo innovation to advance climate-resilient development and sustainable construction as 
government, industry, academe, and development partners convened for the Mindanao 
Bamboost Forum. 
 
In his message, CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje emphasized 
that expanding the use of locally available, sustainable materials such as bamboo can 
complement the country’s broader climate action efforts while creating opportunities for local 
industries, communities, and workers. 
 
“Climate action succeeds when it strengthens competitiveness, expands opportunity, and builds 
resilience. Bamboo reflects that possibility,” Borje said. 
 
As the Philippines advances its climate agenda, the Commission continues to support solutions 
that address climate risks while advancing sustainable development, particularly at the local 
level. 
 
The CCC also emphasized that the country’s ambition for bamboo should go beyond producing 
raw materials. The goal should be to create greater value through research, engineering, 
design, manufacturing, and construction, allowing more of the industry’s economic value to 
remain in the country. 
 
“Our ambition should not end with growing more bamboo. It should be to build an industry that 
becomes a durable driver of Philippine growth, strengthening manufacturing, creating quality 
jobs, expanding regional economies, and contributing meaningfully to national development,” 
Borje said. 
 
For his part, Bukidnon First District Representative Jose Manuel F. Alba highlighted the need to 
institutionalize demand for bamboo, particularly through its use in infrastructure and public 
procurement, as a pathway to further develop what he described as “green gold.” 
 
“Industry growth requires a sure, scalable market demand. And that starts with turning public 
procurement into a guaranteed, scalable market for Filipino families,” Alba said. 
 
South Cotabato Governor Reynaldo Tamayo Jr. likewise underscored the potential of bamboo 
beyond its traditional uses, particularly in the construction industry, and the role of government 
in helping bring these applications to local communities. 
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“This gathering will also highlight the potential of bamboo not just for its traditional use but also 
for its impact in the construction industry and how government agencies can help scale this into 
their localities,” said Tamayo. 
 
Reaffirming this message at the regional level, Mindanao Development Authority (MinDA) 
Secretary Leo Tereso Magno, through Director Olie Dagala, underscored bamboo’s role not only 
as a renewable resource but also as a strategic economic asset for Mindanao. 
 
“At Mindanao, we recognize bamboo as more than a renewable resource. It is a strategic 
economic asset that advances our Mindanao agenda, particularly our priorities on trade and 
industry development, ecological integrity and preparedness, and resilience. Through the 
bamboo development program, we continue to expand opportunities for local producers and 
strengthen the region’s green economy,” Dagala said. 
 
The forum featured discussions on strengthening the bamboo value chain, showcasing 
bamboo-based technologies and projects, and encouraging wider adoption of bamboo in both 
public and private sector construction. 
 
The forum also featured South Cotabato’s experience in developing and applying 
bamboo-based solutions, providing participants with examples that may be adapted and scaled 
in other communities and regions. 
 
The CCC also highlighted the importance of multi-stakeholder collaboration in advancing 
climate-responsive development, bringing together government institutions, architects, 
engineers, researchers, industry stakeholders, and development organizations to bridge policy, 
technology, and implementation. 
 
“Climate action must translate into solutions that are practical, scalable, and responsive to the 
realities of our communities. Bamboo offers an opportunity to connect resilience with 
sustainable development by harnessing a locally available resource for climate-responsive 
construction,” the CCC said. 
 
The forum further contributes to efforts to promote climate resilience through locally grounded 
innovations and partnerships, consistent with the country’s National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 
2023–2050, which provides a framework for reducing vulnerability and strengthening adaptive 
capacity amid the impacts of climate change. 
 
Organized by the Base Bahay Foundation, Inc. in partnership with the South Cotabato Bamboo 
Industry Development Council (SBIDC), the regional forum brought together stakeholders to 
explore how bamboo-based technologies, policies, and innovations can be scaled across 
Mindanao and contribute to a more sustainable and resilient built environment. 
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The CCC remains committed to working with national government agencies, local governments, 
private sector partners, academe, civil society, and other stakeholders in advancing solutions 
that strengthen the country’s resilience while supporting sustainable and inclusive growth. 
 

   =END= 
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