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FINANCIAL TIMES 
 
Climate change an ‘existential threat’ to England’s green spaces, study finds 
By: Charlotte Guckian 
 
Climate change is posing a “very clear and existential threat” to more than 2,800 historic parks 
and gardens across England, according to a new study. 
 
Marine heatwaves strike as climate change plays out ‘in front of our eyes’ 
By: Attracta Mooney and Steven Bernard 
 
Global sea temperatures reached a record high for the month of July, while extreme heat drove 
droughts and wildfires in western Europe, as climate change is “playing out in front of our eyes”, 
scientists said. 
 
MANILA STANDARD 
 
Solar power leads drive toward 2030 climate goals 
By: Stella Creus 
 
Solar energy is driving the Philippines’ push to cut greenhouse gas emissions while meeting 
growing electricity demands, serving as a pillar for the nation’s climate resilience strategy. 
GeneralReference 
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PANAY NEWS 
 
Climate change is not an alibi 
 
Climate change is undeniably making Iloilo City’s flooding problem worse. But it must never 
become a convenient alibi for clogged waterways, inadequate drainage maintenance, reckless 
development, weak enforcement and years of poor urban planning. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
How climate change is reshaping Africa’s malaria risk 
By: Abiodun Jamiu 
 
For decades, global efforts towards the eradication of malaria, especially in sub-Saharan Africa, 
have focused essentially on West and Central Africa, where the disease is most endemic. 
 
RAPPLER 
 
How the hard reality of climate change hit Europe’s economy this summer 
 
For anyone in Europe who still thought climate change was a problem for future generations, 
this summer’s sweltering heatwaves have brought home the reality that its costly and 
life-altering economic impacts have already arrived. 
 
THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
‘Southern Metro flooding worsened by high tide’ 
By: EJ Macababbad 
 
Floodwaters that swamped Parañaque during the onslaught of monsoon rains over the 
weekend were worsened by the high tide in Manila Bay, Mayor Edwin Olivarez said yesterday. 
 
UNDP 
 
The next generation of climate peacebuilders 
 
At the UNDP-led Twin Transition Ideation Bootcamp in Cairo, Egypt, Nour Bahgat arrived with 
an idea and left with a solution. Together with her fellow participant Mohammed Al-Hedewy, the 
22-year-old developed RESILIA, an AI-enabled concept for safely harvesting floodwater that 
can help alleviate the water stress her country faces.  
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY GUARDIAN 
 
CCC ramps up action against plastic pollution as Plastic-Free July concludes 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) reinforced its commitment to scale up the drive against 
plastic pollution and engage government, civil society, and community partners in promoting 
sustainable consumption and production as the monthlong observance of Plastic-Free July 
concluded. 
 
PH, Germany boost training on climate reporting systems for effective climate action 
 
The Philippine government, through the Climate Change Commission (CCC), in partnership with 
the German government, moved to enhance the country’s climate reporting systems through a 
two-day workshop aimed at translating accurate climate data into more effective, 
evidence-based action. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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FINANCIAL TIMES 
 
Climate change an ‘existential threat’ to England’s green spaces, study finds 
By: Charlotte Guckian 
 
Climate change is posing a “very clear and existential threat” to more than 2,800 historic parks 
and gardens across England, according to a new study. 
 
Green spaces across London, including the capital’s eight Royal Parks, were all found to have 
been negatively affected by increasingly extreme weather conditions. 
 
The report, published by the National Lottery Heritage Fund and Historic England, comes as the 
UK withstood its driest July since records began, with more than two-thirds of England declared 
to be in a “flash drought”. 
 
Hotter, drier summers are creating stress on plants and soils, causing mature trees and shrub 
losses in areas that are not historically prone to drought, researchers found. 
 
Site managers reported difficulties in keeping pace with plant health threats and the loss of 
entire plant groups to disease, including tree species such as box, ash, sweet chestnut and oak. 
 
Meanwhile, over winter, outdated drainage and path systems were often not fit for purpose amid 
intense rainfall. Waterlogged soils can cause erosion and tree instability, while flooding was 
reported on some sites for the first time. 
 
As pictures of scorched green spaces continue to circulate, the Met Office issued a rare amber 
weather warning for extreme heat for parts of England on Thursday, where temperatures could 
rise to 38C . 
 
“It’s clear our historic parks, gardens and cemeteries are facing unprecedented challenges due 
to climate change, and without urgent support and advice, many of these precious landscapes 
will suffer and change beyond recognition,” said Drew Bennellick, head of land, sea and nature 
policy at the National Lottery Heritage Fund.  
 
In response, historic parks and gardens are adapting their planting to include more 
climate-resilient species, often from warmer or drier regions. 
 
Darren Share, a director at the Royal Parks, has been learning strategies from authorities in 
Barcelona, as London will have a similar climate by 2050. “We are avidly listening to and 
attending seminars about how European parks are managing,” he said. 
 
To reduce reliance on mains water, Bushy, Richmond and Greenwich parks are currently trialling 
the revival of Victorian underground reservoirs. 
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In partnership with the National Lottery Heritage Fund, Royal Parks are conducting 3D mapping 
of water networks that enter the sites, seeing how to “slow it down, direct it into these storage 
places, and then reuse that water across the network”, Share added. 
 
Another finding from the report was that conservation plans for many parks and gardens are out 
of date and do not consider climate change. 
 
Reasons for why plans do not exist, remain unfinished or are not updated included time and 
staffing pressures. Only 35 per cent of managers interviewed for the study had conservation 
plans that were current. 
 
Bennellick called for a more united approach with the National Trust, Royal Horticultural Society 
and other central players. He said: “There’s a lot of people with irons in the fire, but we need to 
bring all the pieces of the jigsaw together.” 
 
“I think we’ve all been aware climate change is coming and of needing to prepare,” Bennellick 
added. “But I think particularly this summer it has really shocked people.” 
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Marine heatwaves strike as climate change plays out ‘in front of our eyes’ 
By: Attracta Mooney and Steven Bernard 
 
Global sea temperatures reached a record high for the month of July, while extreme heat drove 
droughts and wildfires in western Europe, as climate change is “playing out in front of our eyes”, 
scientists said. 
 
“Severe” marine heatwaves affected parts of the Atlantic, Pacific and western Mediterranean, 
according to the Copernicus arm of the EU Earth observation service. 
 
The average sea temperature for the extra-polar oceans reached 20.96C, surpassing the 
previous July record of 20.89C, set during the previous El Niño warming phenomenon in the 
Pacific Ocean in 2023. It also follows a record for the month of June. 
 
Michael Meredith, an ocean and climate scientist at the British Antarctic Survey, said sea 
temperatures were “deeply concerning”, as records were being regularly broken and marine 
heatwaves were becoming more widespread and more persistent. 
 
“This is all what science predicts will happen as global warming progresses, but it’s startling to 
see it playing out in front of our eyes so readily.” 
 
While the beginnings of the El Niño effect in the equatorial Pacific region had added to the 
effect, “it is boosting an ever-increasing baseline caused by human-driven global warming”, he 
said. 
 
The month of July also ranked as the joint-second warmest on record for global air 
temperatures, at an average of 16.9C, or 1.47C hotter than the pre-industrial era. This was tied 
with July 2024, and just behind the July 2023 record. 
 
Western Europe experienced its hottest July on the books at 21.62C. The third consecutive 
month of exceptional heat in western Europe had brought the combined temperature for June 
and July to a new record for the region, said Samantha Burgess, strategic lead for climate at the 
European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts. 
 
The heat had amplified the widespread drought, with surface soil moisture levels in western 
Europe significantly lower than in July 2022, the last summer with severe drought in the region.  
 
“[Dry soils] lose their ability to provide natural cooling, allowing heat to build more readily. This is 
a clear example of how climate change is intensifying heat extremes, with heat and drought 
increasingly reinforcing one another,” Burgess said.  
 
 
The Copernicus data showed a stark divide across Europe, with air temperatures in France, 
Spain, England and Ireland notably higher than average in July. 
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Mark Maslin, a professor of earth system science at University College London, said he had “run 
out of expletives to describe the record-breaking weather we are seeing all around the world”. 
The UK is this week forecast to experience what would be its fifth heatwave this year, with the 
Met Office anticipating a peak of more than 36C in parts of south-east England.  
 
“Despite us climate scientists screaming ‘fire!’ loudly for over 30 years we are still acting too 
slowly to save countless lives and livelihoods both in the UK and around the world,” he said.  
 
The latest State of the Climate report published by the American Meteorological Society on 
Monday — with contributions from more than 600 scientists from 60 nations — concluded that 
greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere reached a new record of 425.6 parts per 
million in 2025. 
 
This was a 53 per cent increase in the industrial era. The rate of annual increase moderated 
slightly to 2.9 ppm in 2025, but remained substantially higher than the average increase from 
2011 to 2020, it said, as a result of the burning of fossil fuels. 
 
Richard Allan, climate science professor at the University of Reading, said cutting greenhouse 
gas emissions was the “only realistic way to limit the growing intensification of droughts, deluges 
and heatwaves on land and in the ocean that are already crystal clear in data”.  
 
He added: “We are beyond the point of asking why weather extremes are intensifying — it is an 
obvious and expected response to the heating planet.” 
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
Solar power leads drive toward 2030 climate goals 
By: Stella Creus 
 
Solar energy is driving the Philippines’ push to cut greenhouse gas emissions while meeting 
growing electricity demands, serving as a pillar for the nation’s climate resilience strategy. 
GeneralReference 
 
Under its Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), the Philippines aims to reduce and avoid 
greenhouse gas emissions by 75 percent from 2020 to 2030 compared to business-as-usual 
projections. The commitment includes a 2.72 percent unconditional reduction, while 
international support—such as climate finance, technology transfer and capacity building—must 
fund the remaining 72.29 percent. 
 
To support these goals, the government targets generating 35 percent of national energy from 
renewable sources by 2030 and 50 percent by 2040. 
 
Commercial solar projects reached approximately 2,421 megawatts (MW) across 517 sites as of 
April 30, 2025, according to the Department of Energy (DOE). About 52 own-use solar projects 
generated roughly 62 MW. 
 
The government’s Green Energy Auction Program continues to incentivize solar developments 
across Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. Beyond large-scale solar farms, individual adoption is 
expanding. Net-metering installations—allowing consumers to feed excess electricity back into 
the grid—added approximately 141 MW of capacity between 2015 and 2024. 
 
By generating power from sunlight rather than coal, oil, or natural gas, solar adoption lowers 
emissions while buffering the energy needs of a growing population and digital economy. As a 
domestic resource, solar power also reduces reliance on imported fossil fuels and diversifies the 
national energy supply. 
 
Distributed solar generation and battery-supported systems also provide critical backup power 
during severe weather emergencies, such as typhoons and floods. To prevent land-use 
conflicts, the DOE proposed initiatives in 2025 to develop floating solar installations on 
reservoirs, lakes, and dams. 
 
However, grid integration faces persistent obstacles. Because solar output fluctuates during the 
day and halts at night, energy storage, modern grid infrastructure, transmission expansion, and 
steady generation capacity remain vital. 
 
Developers and consumers also navigate financing hurdles, permitting delays, land limitations 
and upfront technology costs. 
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Meeting national climate goals will depend on cross-sector collaboration among government 
agencies, investors, energy companies and international partners, alongside complementary 
investments in wind, geothermal, and hydropower. 
 

 

 
9 



 

PANAY NEWS 
 
Climate change is not an alibi 
 
Climate change is undeniably making Iloilo City’s flooding problem worse. But it must never 
become a convenient alibi for clogged waterways, inadequate drainage maintenance, reckless 
development, weak enforcement and years of poor urban planning. 
 
The city government is correct in pointing out that rainfall patterns have drastically changed. The 
city used to experience less than 50 millimeters of rainfall, but it can now receive as much as 
200 millimeters in only one hour. A drainage system designed using old rainfall data will 
naturally struggle against such an extreme volume of water. 
 
Yet climate change does not explain everything. 
 
It does not throw garbage into canals. It does not allow buildings, subdivisions and concrete 
structures to rise without adequate stormwater facilities. It does not neglect waterways until they 
are choked with silt, weeds and waste. Neither does it approve flood-control projects that fail to 
deliver the protection promised to the public. 
 
When every flooded street is blamed principally on climate change, government risks turning a 
complex failure of planning and management into an unavoidable act of nature. That framing is 
dangerous because it weakens accountability. If the rain alone is blamed, nobody has to answer 
for undersized culverts, obstructed drainage lines, poorly maintained canals or developments 
that send runoff into already vulnerable communities. 
 
Iloilo City has completed nearly 421 declogging operations since last year. That figure shows 
that the city government recognizes the importance of keeping drainage facilities clear. It also 
raises a fundamental question: Why are so many declogging operations necessary, and why do 
some areas repeatedly flood despite them? 
 
The city must determine whether the problem is recurring garbage accumulation, inadequate 
drainage capacity, disconnected lines, improper elevation, restricted outfalls or a combination of 
these. Declogging should not become an endless cycle in which workers clear the same canals 
after every downpour while the underlying causes remain untouched. 
 
Residents have responsibilities, too. People who discard plastic, household waste and other 
debris into canals contribute directly to flooding. Barangays must enforce waste-disposal rules 
consistently, while the city should identify and penalize habitual violators. Climate resilience 
begins not only with expensive infrastructure but also with basic civic discipline. 
 
Poor urban planning is an equally serious concern. As Iloilo City expands, open spaces and 
absorbent ground are steadily replaced by roads, parking areas, subdivisions, commercial 
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buildings and other concrete developments. Rainwater that once soaked into the soil is forced 
into drainage systems that may already be operating beyond capacity. 
 
Developers must therefore be required to manage the additional runoff generated by their 
projects. Major developments should have properly designed retention facilities, permeable 
surfaces and drainage connections that do not simply transfer floodwater to neighboring 
communities. Permits must not be issued on paper compliance alone. Actual construction must 
be inspected, and violations must carry meaningful penalties. 
 
Existing infrastructure also requires honest assessment. Some drainage lines may have 
become too small for current conditions. Others may be damaged, poorly connected or blocked 
by utilities and private structures. Pumping stations, river outlets and flood-control facilities must 
be regularly inspected and maintained before the rainy season—not only after residents are 
already wading through dirty water. 
 
The proposed Comprehensive Drainage Masterplan is therefore urgently needed. It should map 
the movement of water across the city, identify bottlenecks, evaluate existing infrastructure and 
establish clear priorities for upgrading the system. But the masterplan must examine more than 
rainfall projections. It must investigate how land conversion, construction practices, solid-waste 
failures, neglected waterways and fragmented government projects contribute to flooding. 
 
Climate change is real, and Iloilo City must prepare for heavier and more unpredictable rainfall. 
But adaptation begins with acknowledging every cause of the problem — not choosing the 
explanation most convenient to officials. The rain may be stronger than before, but floods 
become disasters when government planning is weak, infrastructure is neglected, rules are 
ignored and waterways are abused. 
 
Climate change may explain why the skies are releasing more water. It cannot excuse why Iloilo 
City remains unprepared to receive it.  
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
How climate change is reshaping Africa’s malaria risk 
By: Abiodun Jamiu 
 
For decades, global efforts towards the eradication of malaria, especially in sub-Saharan Africa, 
have focused essentially on West and Central Africa, where the disease is most endemic. 
 
The WHO African Region accounts for about 95% of global malaria cases and deaths. More 
than half of all malaria deaths in the region occur in Nigeria (31.9%), the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (11.7%) and Niger (6.1%). Children under 5 years of age account for about 76% of 
malaria deaths in the region. 
 
To stem the tide of malaria cases across Africa, the global health body has recommended a 
wider use of the RTS,S/AS01 malaria vaccine among children living in regions with moderate to 
high malaria transmission by the Plasmodium falciparum — a parasite that causes 95% of all 
malaria infections in Africa. It’s transmitted to humans through the bites of infected female 
Anopheles mosquitoes. 
 
The WHO warned in April 2025 that recent funding cuts were jeopardising malaria control 
efforts, with more than half of malaria-endemic countries surveyed reporting moderate or severe 
disruptions to malaria services. 
 
A study published in The Lancet found that the RTS,S/AS01 malaria vaccine reduced all-cause 
mortality among vaccine-eligible children by 13.2% in pilot programs in Ghana, Kenya and 
Malawi. 
 
A changing disease landscape 
 
Malaria transmission is most efficient within temperature ranges common across many tropical 
regions of West and Central Africa, according to a new study published in the journal Nature. 
 
Malaria transmission by mosquitoes usually peaks at temperatures of around 25 degrees 
Celsius (77 Fahrenheit) and becomes much less likely when temperatures drop below 16 
degrees or rise above 34 degrees Celsius, largely because the malaria parasite must complete 
part of its life cycle inside the mosquito — a process that is highly temperature-dependent. 
 
Because of this, malaria transmission has historically been most favourable across many 
tropical parts of West and Central Africa, where temperatures frequently fall within the range 
most suitable for transmission. 
 
In contrast, some parts of Southern Africa and the highlands of East Africa have historically 
remained cool enough to keep the spread of malaria at bay, preventing the disease from 
becoming a major public health burden. 

 
12 

https://globalnation.inquirer.net/334324/how-climate-change-is-reshaping-africas-malaria-risk


 

That, however, is beginning to change. The Nature study found that rising temperatures are 
making parts of southern Africa and high-elevation areas of East Africa increasingly suitable for 
malaria transmission, while parts of West Africa are becoming too hot for optimal transmission. 
 
What does this mean for the continent? 
Climate change is not only heating up the continent, it’s redistributing risks, says Olugbenga 
Mokuolu, professor of pediatrics at Nigeria’s University of Ilorin. 
 
Although West African countries like Nigeria fall under areas that are “too hot for malaria to 
thrive, this is not good news to celebrate either, because a world that’s too hot for malaria is not 
a good world for children’s health overall,” Mokuolu, who also serves as an advisor to the 
Nigerian Minister of Health on malaria elimination, told DW. 
 
“The same heat that’s inconvenient for mosquitoes is dangerous for people,” he added, noting 
that climate is “not the primary driving factor of malaria. Funding, drug and insecticide 
resistance, and health system strength still matter more.” 
 
Olugbenga continued that the elimination and prevention of malaria on the continent could 
become “a story of two very different regions: West and Central Africa may get a small, 
unplanned assist from climate, while East and Southern Africa, historically lower-burden areas, 
face a growing new threat that could undo hard-won gains.” 
 
Are African health systems keeping pace? 
Climate change is fundamentally changing the geography of disease on the continent, Olumide 
Idowu, founder of the International Climate Change Development Initiative, told DW. 
 
Idowu added that many African countries have developed adaptation plans but implementation 
has lagged behind the pace of climate change. 
 
Although Africa is one of the lowest contributors to greenhouse gas emissions, it remains one of 
the most vulnerable regions to climate change — posing systemic threats to the economy, 
infrastructure, and even its fragile health systems. 
 
Idowu mentioned that without a significant increase in “investment at home, reinforcement of 
local institutional capacity and embedding health as a core pillar of climate resilience, many 
African countries risk being unprepared for the changing epidemiological landscape that climate 
change is creating.” 
 
The regions expected to be hardest hit are also regions less accustomed to fighting malaria 
today, the study revealed. 
 
“Governments, health systems and communities must adapt to this evolving threat, including 
getting ready now to run more aggressive anti-malaria programs in cooler areas where risk is 
rising,” Olugbenga said. 
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He also urged countries in West and Central Africa to sustain malaria elimination efforts, 
warning that resistance to insecticides and drugs, funding gaps and weak health systems could 
easily negate any reduction in malaria transmission associated with rising temperatures. /dl 
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RAPPLER 
 
How the hard reality of climate change hit Europe’s economy this summer 
 
For anyone in Europe who still thought climate change was a problem for future generations, 
this summer’s sweltering heatwaves have brought home the reality that its costly and 
life-altering economic impacts have already arrived. 
 
Record heat and droughts this summer — which scientists say are exacerbated by global 
warming — have wreaked havoc in power production, shipping and public health systems, while 
this wildfire season is on track to be Europe’s biggest ever. 
 
Together, the hit to the region’s economy can already be measured in the hundreds of billions of 
euros, economists and academics estimate. But they warn this is just the beginning, as costs 
are set to rise faster than temperatures. 
 
Climate is changing more rapidly in Europe than on any other continent and the damage is 
already stretching public finances, setting off wild swings in inflation, redrawing the tourism map, 
and forcing the bloc to rethink how power is produced and how goods are transported. 
 
“What makes 2026 particularly worrying from an economic perspective is that there are multiple 
episodes of extreme events,” said University of Mannheim economist Sehrish Usman. 
 
“Take heatwaves, droughts, wildfires…these events are taking place at the same time and 
mostly in the same regions, compounding their impact,” she said. 
 
Record economic damage from heat 
Temperatures hit records in June and July, and the economic damage will likely exceed all 
previous marks, economists say. 
 
Traffic on the Rhine and the Danube rivers, key cargo arteries, is severely limited because of 
low water levels, more than a half dozen nuclear generators have shut or curtailed production 
due to cooling difficulties. Agricultural yield estimates have been cut with crops harvested late, 
such as maize and sunflower, suffering a 6-7% loss already in July. 
 
Heat curtails human productivity and has already claimed tens of thousands of lives, with 
Germany alone reporting more than 10,000 heat-related deaths. 
 
Meanwhile, the costs of the emergency response, like fighting fires or curtailing power use, 
further stretch budgets. 
 
ING estimates that the halt of traffic on the Rhine alone will lower the GDP of Germany, the 
world’s third-largest economy, by 0.3 percentage points this year, while Hungary’s MBH Bank 
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sees a 0.1 percentage point GDP hit for every week the country’s largest nuclear generator is 
offline. 
 
Allianz, the German insurer, estimates the two-week June heatwave alone will cut the GDP of 
Europe by 0.3 percentage points, and climate change will shave 5% to 7% off growth by 2030 
for the most exposed economies like Spain, France and Italy. 
 
“The total bill for this year will be much larger,” said Hazem Krichene, an economist at Allianz. 
“This figure doesn’t account for the fires, droughts, different flood events or the expected El 
Niño.” 
 
Given that the euro zone is expected to grow just 1% this year, the hit is sizable. 
 
Yet Usman says the full extent of the economic damage will only be felt several years down the 
line. 
 
“You’d expect the damage to be largest in the year an extreme event happens and then to fade 
but we find the opposite,” Usman said. “The economic impact grows over the following years 
because the extreme weather set off a chain of slow economic consequences.” 
 
Southern Europe to suffer falling tourism and rising inflation 
Southern Europe could take the biggest hit as temperature spikes are the largest there, cutting 
tourism income, exacerbating crop failures and inducing outward migration. 
 
“Can you see tourists marching through southern Italy or Spain in 45 degrees? I can’t. So, I 
think the nature of tourism will change,” ING economist Carsten Brzeski said. 
 
The south may get more year-round tourists but summer peaks will drop as vacationers move 
north, hitting the southern hospitality industry, Brzeski argued. 
 
The south will also take a bigger food price hit from extreme weather, complicating life for the 
European Central Bank, which is already struggling to keep inflation at target. 
 
“You see bigger effects of extreme temperatures on food prices in places that are already hotter, 
so if you’re in Southern Europe, you’ll see a bigger effect,” said Maximilian Kotz, a researcher at 
the Barcelona Supercomputing Center. 
 
Extreme heat in 2022 lifted euro zone inflation by 0.34 percentage points via higher food prices, 
with the south taking a disproportionate hit, Kotz estimated. 
 
Meanwhile, a halt in river transport is making it harder for fuel to reach parts of Europe, 
widening regional price differences. 
 
Heat strains on budgets to put pressure on ECB 
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“The fiscal consequences fall most heavily on the economies least able to absorb them,” Allianz 
said in a research note. 
 
Reductions in annual tax revenue from lost output could reach 1.8% in France, 1.3% in Italy and 
Spain as progressive tax systems mean revenues fall faster than output, it estimates. 
 
Business profit margins will also decline, depressing investment and exacerbating the economic 
loss. 
 
Costs meanwhile surge, both because governments have to fund the emergency response and 
must invest, such as in future-proofing power generation or transportation routes. 
 
“A key concern is that countries still rely far too much on ad hoc emergency response, which is 
both expensive and also often quite inefficient,” said Heather Grabbe, a senior fellow at the 
Bruegel think tank. 
 
But investors may push back if governments try to spend more. Debt levels are already high — 
especially in France and Italy — and countries need to invest in defence and the green energy 
transition. 
 
The dilemma could draw in the ECB, which bought up trillions of euros worth of countries’ debt 
in the past decade to keep borrowing costs depressed when inflation was too low. 
 
“With such a long list of spending needs, the trend will be towards higher government debt,” 
ING’s Brzeski said. “This will then mean pressure on the ECB to step in and do more 
quantitative easing, if there is a sudden selloff in bond markets.”  
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
‘Southern Metro flooding worsened by high tide’ 
By: EJ Macababbad 
 
Floodwaters that swamped Parañaque during the onslaught of monsoon rains over the 
weekend were worsened by the high tide in Manila Bay, Mayor Edwin Olivarez said yesterday. 
 
Low-lying areas such as Pascual Compound, San Antonio Valley 2 and Dr. A. Santos Avenue 
were inundated on Saturday night. 
 
Olivarez said although the local government is conducting dredging and cleanup operations in 
creeks and rivers, the high tide in Manila Bay worsened the situation. 
 
“Water from Las Piñas and Muntinlupa flows through Parañaque River. So if Manila Bay is at 
high tide, water cannot go out from our drainages,” Olivarez told The STAR. “If there’s no high 
tide, the water flows out faster.” 
 
Olivarez said the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) has installed a pumping 
station in Pascual Compound. 
 
“The compound has no drainage to bring out water because of the developments around the 
area,” he said. 
 
Janet Parza, vice president of the Pascual Compound neighborhood association, told ABS-CBN 
News that residents have been suffering from flooding for five years. 
 
Olivarez said the city government is already working to install a drainage system in the area. 
 
Climate change 
Asked about his administration’s progress in mitigating floods, Olivarez pinned the blame on 
climate change. 
 
“The amount of rain right now is so large that we can see flooding all over Metro Manila,” the 
mayor said, adding, “Here in Parañaque, we are finding ways such as dredging to mitigate 
flooding.” 
 
More than 600 families stayed in 16 evacuation centers over the weekend, according to 
Olivarez, but most of the evacuees returned home yesterday. Five evacuation sites remain 
open. 
 
The Metro Manila Council (MMC) is discussing proposals to construct a floodgate in Parañaque 
River so it can be closed during high tide. 
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The monsoon rains did not spare other southern Metro Manila cities. 
 
Las Piñas deployed a flood-mitigating pump at Alido Bridge to prevent the water level in Zapote 
River from rising. 
 
Over 500 people were evacuated in Las Piñas. 
 
Public Works Secretary Vince Dizon inspected areas in Las Piñas with Mayor April Aguilar and 
Rep. Mark Anthony Santos on Sunday. 
 
Some areas in Taguig were also flooded, including Barangay San Miguel, where the creek 
overflowed on Saturday night. 
 
Taguig’s flood control projects are in the spotlight after Sen. Panfilo Lacson accused Senators 
Alan Peter Cayetano and Pia Cayetano of receiving kickbacks. 
 
Marikina suspends classes 
Classes in all levels in both public and private schools in Marikina remain suspended today. 
 
Mayor Maan Teodoro announced the citywide suspension of face-to-face and online classes. 
 
The local government deployed larger mobile booster flood pumps in Barangays Malanday and 
Tumana to ease flooding. 
 
Mayor Maan Teodoro said the pumps, deployed through the MMC, have an estimated pumping 
capacity three times greater than those currently installed at the Tumana pumping station. 
 
Flooding was reported on Sunday in Libis Bulelak and Malanday, as well as Creekside in 
Tumana. 
 
The city government has asked the Department of Public Works and Highways and its 
contractor to repair and restore the Tumana pumping station in District 2. 
 
In San Juan, Mayor Francis Zamora said the city avoided massive flooding despite heavy rains, 
which he attributed partly to improved drainage and flood-control measures. 
 
Zamora said no residents had to evacuate, although some low-lying areas recorded minor 
flooding that quickly subsided. 
 
Tullahan River water rises 
 
In Malabon, Mayor Jeannie Sandoval urged residents in flood-prone areas to evacuate early as 
water levels in the Tullahan River and nearby dams continued to rise. 
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The city’s disaster risk reduction and management office said La Mesa Dam reached its spilling 
level of 80.15 meters at 5 p.m. yesterday. 
 
Twenty-nine families took shelter at three evacuation centers. 
 
The city government said 43 evacuation centers are ready for activation, while relief packs are 
being prepared for evacuees.  
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UNDP 
 
The next generation of climate peacebuilders 
 
At the UNDP-led Twin Transition Ideation Bootcamp in Cairo, Egypt, Nour Bahgat arrived with 
an idea and left with a solution. Together with her fellow participant Mohammed Al-Hedewy, the 
22-year-old developed RESILIA, an AI-enabled concept for safely harvesting floodwater that 
can help alleviate the water stress her country faces. 
 
Their work speaks to an urgent global reality. Nearly 700 million young people live in fragile and 
conflict-affected settings, where the impacts of climate change overlap with existing 
socio-economic and political vulnerabilities.  
 
For them, it means disrupted education and work, fewer pathways to a secure future, and 
greater exposure to violence. Yet they are not waiting on the sidelines. With ingenuity, 
innovation and cooperation, they are shaping practical responses to the interconnected 
challenges of climate, peace and security. 
 
The road from vulnerability to resilience  
Climate shocks do not arrive in a vacuum. In communities already living with conflict and 
instability, floods and droughts can erode harvests, disrupt incomes and place greater strain on 
land, water and basic services. These losses also weaken the local economies and the social 
bonds that help communities withstand pressure. 
 
Young people often feel these effects first. When work is scarce and their voices are absent 
from local decision-making, uncertainty can leave them vulnerable to exploitation by violent 
extremist groups and criminal networks, who prey on their desperation by offering financial 
incentives, illicit employment or a false sense of security. What begins as an ecological crisis 
quickly turns into a human security threat. 
 
In South Sudan, protracted conflict and instability have forced many young men and women to 
join armed groups. When Mary Aliet Majook, a 32-year-old ex-combatant in Tonj South region, 
gave up arms she found herself stranded and desperate, torn between going back to the violent 
past she had left behind, or joining armed groups engaged in theft just to survive. In her life, she 
recalls, she was "bored and miserable". 
 
A community reintegration programme supported by UNDP and the Government of Korea 
offered a different path. Through entrepreneurship training and a start-up kit, Mary was 
reintegrated into her community and joined the Pioch-bai cooperative group. Along with other 
women, she received training in climate-resilient agriculture, enabling her to grow vegetables 
despite the region's volatile cycles of intermittent flooding and drought.  
 
Climate adaptation in such contexts supports peacebuilding by creating dignified livelihoods and 
giving people hope for the future. 
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A place at the table 
 
Whether climate pressure leads to cooperation or conflict can depend on who gets heard. 
Young people will live longest with the consequences of climate change, making it vital that their 
voices and perspectives are a part of the spaces where communities decide how to respond.  
 
In Tanzania, the Dumisha Amani II (Promoting Peace and Security for Sustainable 
Development) initiative is creating opportunities for youth participation in climate adaptation, 
community life and peacebuilding. More than 400 trained youth peace champions–60 percent of 
them women and girls–are promoting dialogue within their communities to help resolve local 
disputes. 
 
The programme complements these efforts with ICT-equipped youth centres, climate-smart 
livelihoods in agriculture and fishing and vocational training in trades such as electrical 
installation, plumbing and carpentry. Together, these initiatives equip them with the skills, 
resources and economic independence to adapt as climate pressures affect traditional 
livelihoods, at the same time as strengthening their ability to participate in local decision-making, 
which helps to build more peaceful and resilient communities. 
 
When truth matters most 
 
During a crisis, information can either steady a community or make fear travel faster. False 
claims and hate speech create divides, while climate misinformation and disinformation cloud 
people’s understanding of risks and weaken the trust needed for communities to respond 
together.  
 
For 23-year-old Lebanese storyteller Joyce Horkos, the connection is personal. Living through 
conflict and the climate crisis, she saw how quickly unverified news could unsettle families and 
shape conversations. Through a UNDP-supported programme funded by the German 
government, Joyce joined 50 students to train in fact-checking, hate-speech awareness, climate 
storytelling and mobile journalism. 
 
The training changed how she saw climate change: not as a distant issue, but as part of daily 
life,linked to water shortages, changing weather conditions and the socio-economic pressures 
facing communities. She joined emergency fact-checking efforts during a period of escalation 
and won an award for climate storytelling.  
 
Her work demonstrates how young people are using accurate, empathetic reporting to reduce 
fear and build harmony. 
 
Architects of the future 
 
Back in Cairo, the Twin Transition Ideation Bootcamp gave Nour Bahgat, Mohammed 
Al-Hedewy and 33 other young Egyptians a chance to participate in conversations on climate, 
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peace and security. Alongside coaching in entrepreneurship, human-centred design and 
Artificial intelligence, participants developed ideas grounded in the challenges they see around 
them. 
 
Climate action and peacebuilding are stronger when young people can shape the decisions that 
affect them and their communities. Their knowledge of local issues, combined with their drive to 
learn, lead and collaborate, opens new possibilities for resilience and peace.  
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY GUARDIAN 
 
CCC ramps up action against plastic pollution as Plastic-Free July concludes 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) reinforced its commitment to scale up the drive against 
plastic pollution and engage government, civil society, and community partners in promoting 
sustainable consumption and production as the monthlong observance of Plastic-Free July 
concluded. 
 
Anchored on the theme “Walang Plastikan, Walang Iwanan!,” the campaign brought together 
government agencies, civil society organizations, youth groups, and communities to promote 
sustainable consumption and production, strengthen waste reduction efforts, and encourage 
climate-conscious lifestyles under the principle of a just transition that leaves no one behind. 
 
The commission kicked off its participation by joining the “Walang Plastikan, Walang Iwanan! 
Takbuhan!” on July 26, an initiative designed to demonstrate that community sporting events 
can be organized without generating single-use plastic waste. It aimed to raise awareness of 
local plastic reduction policies and strengthen collaboration among local governments, civil 
society organizations, and communities. 
 
The activities culminated in the Arts, Culture, and Music Festival on July 31, where the CCC 
mounted an information booth to highlight its climate action initiatives and the “Bawal Plastik 
Dito” campaign. During the event, CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. 
Borje and Commissioner Rachel Anne S. Herrera joined government and civil society leaders in 
pledging their full support for plastic reduction. 
 
“At the heart of this effort is a simple principle: walang iwanan. Solutions must be inclusive, 
ensuring that no community is left behind. Zero Waste is not just about reducing trash, it is 
about rethinking systems, values, and how we use resources,” Borje said. 
 
He added, “Through art, culture, and music, today’s celebration transforms awareness into 
action and inspires hope.” 
 
Reaffirming the reduction of plastic pollution as a form of climate action, Herrera recognized 
these efforts as a shared responsibility. 
 
“Real transformation happens when governments, businesses, civil society, communities, 
artists, educators, and young people move together with a shared purpose. As we shift toward 
more sustainable systems and practices, we must ensure that no one is left behind, especially 
the communities, workers, and sectors most affected by both climate change and plastic 
pollution,” she said. 
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The event featured interactive exhibits, community murals, cultural performances, reuse and 
refill demonstrations, workshops on circular living, and performances honoring environmental 
champions and communities affected by ecological hazards. 
 
The CCC, under the guidance of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., emphasized that 
addressing plastic pollution reduces greenhouse gas emissions while strengthening the 
resilience of ecosystems and communities affected by climate change. 
 
Plastic-Free July is a global movement that encourages millions of people worldwide to refuse 
single-use plastics and reduce waste generation. Through partnerships with organizations such 
as the EcoWaste Coalition, the CCC continues to advance whole-of-society approaches that 
encourage responsible consumption and production, support the transition to a circular 
economy, and reinforce climate action at the national and community levels. 
 
The CCC’s participation formed part of its continuing “Bawal Plastik Dito” campaign, which 
supports the national drive to reduce single-use plastics, promote ecologically sound 
alternatives, and mainstream climate change and environmental sustainability across sectors. 
 
For more information on the CCC’s climate mainstreaming programs and partnerships, visit 
www.climate.gov.ph and www.facebook.com/CCCPhl.  
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PH, Germany boost training on climate reporting systems for effective climate action 
 
The Philippine government, through the Climate Change Commission (CCC), in partnership with 
the German government, moved to enhance the country’s climate reporting systems through a 
two-day workshop aimed at translating accurate climate data into more effective, 
evidence-based action. 
 
The workshop focused on strengthening consolidated and centralized systems for Monitoring, 
Evaluation, Accountability, and Learning (MEAL) for adaptation, and Measurement, Reporting, 
and Verification (MRV) for mitigation. It aimed to improve progress tracking, enhance data 
systems, and promote harmonized methodologies alongside stronger institutional capacities. 
 
This initiative forms part of the Transformative Actions for Climate and Ecological Protection and 
Development (TRANSCEND) project, a joint effort by the Philippine and German governments 
to raise climate ambition and align national efforts with international and domestic climate and 
biodiversity goals. 
 
CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje emphasized the critical role of 
reporting systems in guiding climate action strategies. 
 
“A strong national reporting system allows us to clearly track progress, align our strategies, and 
ensure that climate action delivers real results for our communities. This is essential to making 
sure our actions are responsive to the needs of our people,” Borje said. 
 
The workshop also explored best practices in climate reporting, identified key gaps and 
priorities, and examined approaches from other countries to build a more robust MRV and 
MEAL system. 
 
CCC Deputy Executive Director Atty. Romell Antonio O. Cuenca underscored the challenges 
posed by fragmented reporting systems, noting that scattered data limits the effectiveness of 
climate action and highlights the need for continuous improvement. 
 
“When our systems are coherent and robust, our reporting becomes more credible, efficient, 
and meaningful. Beyond that, it strengthens governance and ensures that climate action 
delivers real and lasting benefits for our communities,” he said. 
 
Ms. Maraida Licerio, Senior Technical Advisor of Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), highlighted that strengthening climate action does not always require 
new systems, but rather enhancing existing mandates through more transparent and 
accountable implementation. 
 
The event, organized under the GIZ TRANSCEND project through WSP and Clean Air Asia, 
brought together representatives from national government agencies, the private sector, and 
other stakeholders. 
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The CCC remains committed to continuously improving and strengthening climate action in the 
country to address the climate crisis and help prevent communities from bearing the brunt of its 
impacts. 
 
For more information on the CCC’s climate mainstreaming programs and partnerships, visit 
www.climate.gov.ph and www.facebook.com/CCCPhl. 
 

   =END= 
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