A BAGONG PILIPINAS

NEWS ROUNDUP
14 AUGUST 2026 | 08:00 am

Habagat, cyclones affect nearly 3.7 million — NDRRMC
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H lon ffect nearly 3.7 million — NDRRM
By: Bianca Dava and Karen De Guzman

MANILA — The combined effects of the enhanced southwest monsoon or habagat and tropical
cyclones Luis and Maymay have affected some 3.7 million across multiple regions, the National

Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) said Wednesday.

AL JAZEERA

More than 135 million people in Europe face temperatures over 35C

Europe is the fastest-warming continent in the world and in some places is ill-equipped to deal
with hot weather.

CNA

Climate change and Al add to pressures on Asia Pacific’s health systems

Extreme weather is exacerbating disease risks and threatening healthcare infrastructure,
warned WHO officials at the Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/8/13/habagat-cyclones-affect-nearly-3-7-million-ndrrmc-1312
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/8/13/more-than-135-million-people-in-europe-set-for-temperatures-over-35c
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/asia-pacific-parliamentarian-forum-global-health-who-climate-change-ai-6316741
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Rate of climate change affects stability of the AMOC

Faster warming could trigger a tipping point which slower warming might avoid
GMA NEWS

Cloudy skies, scattered rains over Luzon, western Visayas — PAGASA

The southwest monsoon (habagat) will bring cloudy skies with scattered rains over Luzon and
the western section of Visayas on Friday, PAGASA reported.
LPA outside PAR has 'high chance' of developing into tropical depression — PAGASA

A Low Pressure Area (LPA) located outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) has a
high chance of developing into a tropical depression with the next 24 hours, PAGASA reported.

HIGH COUNTRY NEWS

Want to d thi bout climate cf 2 Talk about it
By: Ramin Skibba

Two-thirds of Americans are worried about climate change, but many don’t realize how they can
play a significant role in climate action — at least, not yet.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Habagat rains persist in Luzon; fair weather over rest of PH
By: Dianne Sampang

MANILA, Philippines — The southwest monsoon or habagat will continue to bring rains in parts
of Luzon while the rest of the country will see improving weather conditions on Wednesday,
according to the state weather bureau.

RAPPLER

Southwest monsoon still affecting Luzon, Western Visayas; LPA forms outside PAR
By: Acor Arceo

Zambales, Bataan, and Occidental Mindoro are still expected to have moderate to heavy rain
due to the southwest monsoon until Friday afternoon, August 14


https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/1139863
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/weather/content/998507/cloudy-skies-scattered-rains-over-luzon-western-visayas-pagasa/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/weather/content/998488/lpa-outside-par-has-high-chance-of-developing-into-tropical-depression-pagasa/story/
https://www.hcn.org/issues/58-8/want-to-do-something-about-climate-change-talk-about-it/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2282914/habagat-rains-persist-in-luzon-fair-weather-over-rest-of-ph
https://www.rappler.com/philippines/weather/southwest-monsoon-lpa-update-pagasa-forecast-august-13-2026-5pm/

REUTERS

Explainer: How climate change and El Nifio supercharged Typhoon Dolphin
By: Ethan Wang and Ryan Woo

BEIJING, August 13 - Typhoon Dolphin unleashed extreme rain across eastern, central and
northern China, far from the coast where it made landfall on Sunday following a two-week

journey across the Pacific Ocean.

THE GUARDIAN

Europe is the world’s fastest warming continent. What is to blame?
By: Damian Carrington

The climate crisis is hitting Europe hard in 2026, warming twice as fast as any other continent —
and the consequences are deadly

Information and Knowledge Management Division


https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/how-climate-change-el-nio-supercharged-typhoon-dolphin-2026-08-13/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/aug/12/europe-worlds-fastest-warming-continent-climate-crisis-explainer
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Habagat, cyclones affect nearly 3.7 million — NDRRMC
By: Bianca Dava and Karen De Guzman

MANILA — The combined effects of the enhanced southwest monsoon or habagat and tropical
cyclones Luis and Maymay have affected some 3.7 million across multiple regions, the National
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) said Wednesday.

As of 6 a.m., 21 people have died due to the weather disturbance, with Benguet recording the
highest number of fatalities at 15 due to landslides, the NDRRMC said.

The NDRRMC tally is lower than that of the Philippine National Police (PNP), which recorded 25
deaths linked to the weather disturbances.

It said the fatalities included a police officer.

“‘Ang pinag-uusapan natin dito ay no other deaths aside from those directly related to the
habagat or to the typhoon. Pwede doon magkaroon ng discrepancy kung ‘yung ibang deaths ay
hindi nila kina-classify as directly related to the habagat,” PNP Public Information Office chief
PCol. Allen Rae Co said.

The NDRRMC said three people remained missing while some 53,500 individuals remained in
evacuation centers. The agency also reported 1,439 damaged houses.

It said damage to infrastructure has reached P2.647 billion, while agricultural losses were
estimated at P347.372 million.

The government has so far provided P458.024 million worth of assistance to affected
communities.

The PNP said it was shifting its focus to helping communities get back on their feet.

“Our responsibility does not end with search and rescue operations,” PNP chief PGen. Jose
Melencio Nartatez Jr. said in a statement.

“We will remain engaged in the recovery phase by maintaining security, supporting relief efforts,
and helping communities recover from the effects of the disaster,” he added.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/8/13/habagat-cyclones-affect-nearly-3-7-million-ndrrmc-1312
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More than 135 million people in Europe face temperatures over 35C

Europe is the fastest-warming continent in the world and in some places is ill-equipped to deal
with hot weather.

More than 135 million people across Europe, mostly in France, Italy, Spain and the United
Kingdom, face temperatures above 35 degrees Celsius (95 Fahrenheit) as the continent’s latest
heatwave builds.

According to German weather service forecasts and 2025 population projections from the
European Commission’s Joint Research Centre, nearly three in five Europeans, or about 340
million people, will feel temperatures surpassing 30C (86F) on Thursday. The figures line up
with separate tracking from Austria’s Klimadashboard.

As Thursday unfolds, the UK and France are experiencing their fifth heat wave of the summer.
Forecasters predict temperatures could reach 38C (100F) in central and southeast England,
possibly marking the hottest day of the year.

France may see temperatures as high as 40C (104F).

The highest temperature in the UK so far this year was recorded on June 26, when the
temperature hit 38C in eastern England.

Britain’s Met Office said earlier this week that only average conditions were needed for the rest
of August to beat last year’s record for the hottest ever year.

More than one thousand wildfires have been recorded in England and Wales this year,
according to data from the National Fire Chiefs Council.

UK Prime Minister Andy Burnham has said he will consider imposing a ban on disposable
barbecues amid the risk of continuing wildfires.

“l do believe we need to get the message out loud and clear,” he said. “People should not be
using those barbecues outside at this moment in time.”

‘Impossible and inhumane’ conditions

The UK’s Royal College of Nursing (RCN) said on Thursday that extreme heat is making parts
of the National Health Service (NHS) an “impossible and inhumane” place to work and receive
care.


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/8/13/more-than-135-million-people-in-europe-set-for-temperatures-over-35c

Calls to the RCN helpline report staff collapsing on shift, experiencing heat-related seizures, and
pregnant nursing staff working in temperatures above 30C, the RCN said. Many staff reported
that they were working without access to air conditioning, fans or even adequate ventilation.

Both France and the UK are also facing widespread drought, like much of Europe, as shrivelled
crops and drained rivers strain water supplies for households, farms and the environment.

This has forced governments to seek both short and long-term fixes to slow down the effects of
what is widely seen as human-caused climate change.



CNA

Climate change and Al add to pressures on Asia Pacific’s health systems

Extreme weather is exacerbating disease risks and threatening healthcare infrastructure,
warned WHO officials at the Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health.

Lawmakers and health experts from across the Asia Pacific are meeting in Cambodia this week
to discuss how healthcare systems can adapt to climate change and the rapid development of
artificial intelligence.

The three-day Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health, supported by the World
Health Organization (WHO), concludes on Thursday (Aug 13) in Phnom Penh. Attended by
representatives from 16 countries, the meeting is focusing on universal health coverage,
climate-resilient health systems and the use of Al in healthcare.

About 600 million people in the region face financial hardship linked to accessing health
services, said Lluis Vinyals Torres, WHO’s Western Pacific director of health systems and
services.

‘“New challenges have emerged, including aging societies and a shift towards
non-communicable diseases, which put pressure on our health systems,” he told CNA's Asia
Now on the sidelines of the forum.

“We’re trying to set the agenda ... through regulation, budget settings (and) oversight to help
countries to move faster and progress towards universal health coverage.”

Governments need to spend more on healthcare, he added, noting that health spending in the
region remains well below the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) average.

But increasing budgets alone will not be enough, he said.

“It's not an issue of more money. It's an issue of better targeting, of using payment mechanisms
that steers our (healthcare) providers ... towards more protection and (improve) access to
people,” he added.

CLIMATE CHANGE: A HEALTH ISSUE

Climate change is adding another layer of strain. Extreme heat, floods and severe storms are

increasingly affecting communities across the region, with consequences ranging from
heat-related illnesses to changing patterns of infectious disease.


https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/asia-pacific-parliamentarian-forum-global-health-who-climate-change-ai-6316741

“Climate change is indeed a health issue,” said Michelle Isles, CEO of Australian advocacy
group Climate and Health Alliance.

“From typhoons to other extreme weather events; and here, close to the equator, extreme heat
impacts the health and well-being of communities.”

Prolonged exposure to high temperatures can put significant pressure on vital organs,
particularly among children, older people and pregnant women, while storms and floods can
exacerbate the spread of waterborne and other infectious diseases, she added.

Health systems therefore have to prepare not only for surges in demand during acute events,
but also for longer-term consequences, including the impact on mental health.

Beyond driving demand for care, climate change is also affecting the ability of health systems to
deliver it, Torres said. He noted that many healthcare facilities in the Pacific, for instance, are
situated close to coastlines, leaving them vulnerable to sea-level rise and potentially threatening
the continuity of services.

Adapting health systems will require significant investment, particularly for lower- and
middle-income nations, he said, noting that there remains a substantial gap between the
availability of global climate financing and countries' ability to access those funds for
health-system adaptation.

For Isles, that makes preventive health policies increasingly important.

“Prevention is the key. We need a health-in-all-policies approach,” she said. “If we put on a
health lens first, we can save lives. We'd make very different decisions about the way in which
we plan cities, generate energy and look at trade and economy.”

Al: OPPORTUNITY AND RISK
Al, another major focus of the forum, could help health systems tackle some of their existing
constraints but also raises questions about inequality, regulation and accountability.

Al is already being used to assist doctors with medical records, diagnosis and clinical
decision-making, said Hiromasa Okayasu, WHO’s Western Pacific director of data, strategy and
innovation.

One significant benefit is reducing the time doctors and nurses spend on administrative and
coordination work.

“If Al can streamline all these reporting, scribing and coordination, then doctors and nurses can
spend more time with patients,” Okayasu said.



Al-powered triage could also improve access in remote communities by rapidly analysing vital
signs and symptoms to determine when patients need to travel to hospitals. The technology can
also assist with medical imaging and diagnosis.

But access remains uneven. Okayasu said Al adoption in healthcare is currently concentrated in
higher-income countries, potentially widening existing disparities if poorer countries are left
behind.

“If we don't do anything, then this will further expand the gap,” he said. “Also, Al is as good as
the data it trains from. Therefore, when one country adapts the model from other countries, local
validation is important.”

The policy challenge, he added, is finding a balance. Excessive regulation could hinder adoption
in places that could benefit from the technology, while inadequate oversight raises risks of bias
and misuse.

Countries also have vastly different levels of infrastructure, resources and regulatory capacity.

Rather than waiting until all the necessary systems are in place, Okayasu said lower-resource
countries could start with lower-risk, high-impact applications while building the necessary
governance.

He emphasised that when Al is used to assist with diagnosis or treatment decisions, however,
responsibility must ultimately remain with healthcare professionals.

“These Al systems ... are to support the human healthcare workers,” he said. “It is very
important to make sure that the human has a final decision.”

REGIONAL COOPERATION
For host country Cambodia, the discussions come as it pursues its own healthcare reforms.

The government has set out a roadmap towards universal health coverage by 2035, including
targets to achieve 80 per cent population coverage of essential health services and reduce
out-of-pocket medical spending to 35 per cent.

Health Minister Chheang Ra said primary healthcare is at the centre of the country's reforms.
He added that many of Cambodia's challenges are also shared by countries across the region.

“‘We face many common challenges: infectious diseases, climate change, health workforce
shortage, health financing, population aging, non-communicable diseases and the rapid
development of Al and digital health,” he told CNA.

“No country can protect its population by acting alone. (Health) challenges cross borders, so our
response must also therefore cross borders.”



He said nations need to cooperate and share information to improve outbreak detection and
response, while also exchanging experience in areas such as healthcare workforce training and
planning.

“Every country must have a choice and a voice,” he said. “Global health must be built together.”
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EUREKALERT

Rate of climate change affects stability of the AMOC

Faster warming could trigger a tipping point which slower warming might avoid

For several vyears, climate scientists have shown that the Atlantic Meridional Overturning
Circulation (AMOC) could come to a halt if the world warms too much. New research by
researchers from Utrecht University shows that this picture is incomplete: the pace of warming
also determines whether the AMOC stays stable. The study was published in the scientific
journal Nature Climate Change.

The Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation, or AMOC, is the system of ocean currents that
transports warm water from the tropics northward. It plays a major role in redistributing heat
across the planet, and helps keep the climate in Western Europe relatively mild.

Scientists have long suspected that this ‘heat engine’ of the Atlantic Ocean could reach a tipping
point. This means that the system would shift from its present-day strong state to a much
weaker state within decades. Such a tipping event could be triggered by external influences,
such as an increasing amount of meltwater from the polar regions, or global warming itself.

Temperature threshold

Until now, the AMOC was thought to tip and collapse around +4°C of warming. Researchers at
the Institute for Marine and Atmospheric research Utrecht now show that there's more to the
story. “Our results show there is not necessarily a fixed temperature beyond which the AMOC
inevitably collapses," says lead author René van Westen. "The stability of the circulation
depends on how fast the climate is changing."

Slow versus fast warming

To investigate how the rate of climate change affects the strength of the AMOC, Van Westen
and his colleagues ran a climate model twice. In their simulations, they used a gradually
increasing amount of atmospheric CO2, but at different speeds. In one simulation, CO2
concentrations rose slowly (0.5 ppm per year); in the other, much faster (2.5 ppm per year),
comparable to today's rate.

Under slow warming, the AMOC remained stable well beyond +4°C, and it did not collapse even
at +5°C of warming. Under fast warming, the AMOC collapsed already at around +2°C. “We
deliberately looked at a scenario that is much slower than what we're experiencing today,”
explains co-author Reyk Borner. “That allowed us to isolate the effect of the warming rate alone,
independent of how warm it eventually gets.”

Resilience
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https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/1139863

The explanation lies in how the ocean is able to adjust to change. “Under slow warming, the
entire ocean, from the surface down to its deepest layers, has time to gradually reorganize and
adapt to the changing conditions,” says co-author Henk Dijkstra, professor of Dynamical
Oceanography. “Under faster warming, the ocean simply can't keep up.”

Flying off the road

According to the researchers, the critical warming rate lies around 0.3°C per decade, a pace the
world is already approaching. Van Westen compares it to driving a car: “If you're driving toward
a wall, it makes sense to steer around it. To do that, you need to brake, otherwise you fly off the
road. When it comes to global warming, the world is still pressing extra hard on the accelerator
right now.”

In perspective

The same research group has published on AMOC stability several times in recent years, each
time from a slightly different angle.

e In 2024, the group showed that an increasing amount of meltwater in the North Atlantic
makes the AMOC more unstable. This mechanism had long been suspected, but this
study was the first to demonstrate it in a modern, complex climate model. The results
confirmed that there is a critical meltwater threshold beyond which the AMOC becomes
unstable. However, this threshold is unrealistically high, meaning that the present-day
AMOC is unlikely to become unstable through this contribution alone. That study did not
account for global warming or its pace.

e A later study examined different global warming scenarios, and concluded that the
AMOC would reach a tipping point around 2060 under both an intermediate- and
high-emission scenario. In those simulations, the tipping point was reached at
approximately 2.5°C of global warming.

e The new study explains why the results of such studies can differ and why estimated
temperature thresholds vary between climate models and emissions scenarios. While
the AMOC has a critical threshold for meltwater, no universal temperature threshold
exists. Instead, AMOC stability depends on the rate of warming: the faster the climate
warms, the more vulnerable the AMOC becomes, whereas slower warming allows it to
remain stable under substantially higher levels of global warming.

Climate policy
The slower the warming, the more time the Atlantic Ocean has to adapt, and the lower the
near-term risk of an AMOC collapse. That has implications for how we think about climate

policy: much current policy, including the Paris Agreement, is aimed at limiting the eventual peak
temperature. This is sometimes based on so-called overshoot pathways: temporary global
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warming past that limit, on the assumption that future technology could later bring the
temperature back down.
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GMA NEWS

Cloudy skies, scattered rains over Luzon, western Visayas — PAGASA

The southwest monsoon (habagat) will bring cloudy skies with scattered rains over Luzon and
the western section of Visayas on Friday, PAGASA reported.

The state weather bureau also reported that as of 2 a.m., the Low Pressure area (LPA 08e) that
is being monitored outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) and has a medium
chance of development into a tropical depression within the next 24 hours.

Forecast Weather Conditions

Zambales and Bataan will have occasional rains due to the southwest monsoon while flash
floods or landslides may occur due to moderate to heavy rains.

Metro Manila, llocos Region, Cordillera Administrative Region, Cagayan Valley, CALABARZON,
MIMAROPA, the rest of Central Luzon, and Antique will have cloudy skies with scattered rains
and thunderstorms due to the southwest monsoon and flash floods or landslides may occur due
to moderate to at times heavy rains.

The rest of Luzon, Aklan, and Capiz will have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain
showers or thunderstorms due to the southwest monsoon and flash floods or landslides may
occur during severe thunderstorms.

The rest of the country will have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or
thunderstorms due to localized thunderstorms while flash floods or landslides may occur during
severe thunderstorms.

Forecast Wind and Coastal Water Conditions

The wind speed forecast for northern and western section of Luzon is moderate to strong and
moving in the southwest direction while coastal waters will be moderate to rough.

The rest of Luzon will have light to moderate wind speed moving southwestward with slight to
moderate coastal waters.

Visayas and Mindanao will experience light to moderate wind speed moving in the south to
southwest direction with slight to moderate coastal waters.

Sunrise will be at 5:42 a.m., sunset at 6:20 p.m. — BAP, GMA News
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https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/weather/content/998507/cloudy-skies-scattered-rains-over-luzon-western-visayas-pagasa/story/

LPA outside PAR has 'high chance' of developing into tropical depression — PAGASA

A Low Pressure Area (LPA) located outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) has a
high chance of developing into a tropical depression with the next 24 hours, PAGASA reported.

The LPA, named LPA 08e, is located 1,865 kilometers east of extreme Northern Luzon as of 8
p.m. on Thursday, August 13, 2026.

The public is advised to monitor updates regularly posted by the state weather bureau,
PAGASA.

Earlier, PAGASA reported in its afternoon forecast that the southwest monsoon or habagat will
be affecting Luzon and the western section of Visayas.

Zambales, Bataan, and Occidental Mindoro will have occasional rains due to the southwest
monsoon with flash floods or landslides possibly occurring due to moderate to heavy rains.

Metro Manila, llocos Region, Cordillera Administrative Region, Cagayan Valley, CALABARZON,
the rest of MIMAROPA, the rest of Central Luzon, Camarines Norte, Aklan, Antique, and Capiz
will have cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorm due to the southwest monsoon with
flash floods or landslides likely to occur due to moderate to at times heavy rains.

The rest of Luzon will have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or
thunderstorms due to the southwest monsoon while flash floods or landslides may occur during
severe thunderstorms.

The rest of the country will have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or

thunderstorms due to localized thunderstorms while flash floods or landslides may occur during
severe thunderstorms. — BAP, GMA News
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HIGH COUNTRY NEWS

Want to do something about climate change? Talk about it
By: Ramin Skibba

Two-thirds of Americans are worried about climate change, but many don’t realize how they can
play a significant role in climate action — at least, not yet.

Deadly wildfires regularly scorch California. Last winter, much of the Rockies received
record-low snow, signaling water woes for millions. Then a spring heat wave hit the West,
decimating what little snowpack remained. Many people understand that scientists attribute the
intensity of such events to the climate crisis, but it's not always clear how that knowledge can
translate into action. Atmospheric scientist Katharine Hayhoe has a suggestion for where to
start: Talk about it.

Hayhoe, a professor at Texas Tech University, is known for both her research and her outreach,
including her Talking Climate newsletter. She has a knack for connecting with people and
meeting them where they are while also keeping the big picture in mind. High Country News
recently caught up with her to discuss why it's important to talk about climate, and how to do so.

Through her writing and public events, Hayhoe emphatically makes the case for hope amid a
world of climate despair, doom and denialism. Perhaps the 2030s will bring a new mass
movement, calling for bold climate action and transforming society for the better. If so, Hayhoe
shows how that future may have humble beginnings, arising from numerous chats with
neighbors and classmates, at bus stops and barber shops, in everyday life.

This conversation has been edited for length and clarity.

High Country News: You've argued that we can solve climate change by talking with others
about it.

Katharine Hayhoe: I've argued that the first step is to have a conversation. What people don’t
understand is that talking catalyzes action. If we want to catalyze action in any sector, whether
it’s in electricity, transportation, food, resilience or anything, talking is the first step.

HCN: How does talking catalyze action?

KH: First, if you look at the data, the majority of people are worried about climate change. In the
U.S., that's about two-thirds; in other countries, it's more. Yet less than half of them hear
someone talk about climate change even once in a while. If we don’t talk about something, why
would we care? If we don’t care, why would we do anything?

We need three things: “head, heart and hands.” The head is understanding that this thing is real

and it's happening, and that’'s where a lot of people already are right now. But sometimes when
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you ask people who are worried about it, “Do you think it will affect you?” a lot of people say,
“No.” But it's already affecting you; you just haven’t connected the dots. So, we need to connect
the head to the heart.

Then we need to connect the heart to the hands. What do real solutions look like that are
already being implemented and can be scaled and can make our life better? That’s what I'm
talking about talking about.

HCN: I'm calling you from my home in California, where we’ve got increasingly intense wildfires,
heat waves, sea-level rise, droughts and occasionally floods. How do you see lived experiences
like these driving — or not — calls for systemic change to address the climate crisis?

KH: 1 live in Texas, which is similar to California: We have every type of disaster you can
imagine.

For years, I've been asking people: Do you feel like the weather is getting weirder? | haven’t
had a single person tell me they didn’t think so. Most people have tons of stories to tell me.
Then | just help them connect the dots. | say, “That’s exactly what's happening here, and it's
happening all over the U.S. and all around the world. This is the number-one way that climate
change is affecting us.” Then we've closed the head-to-heart gap, just like that — and they did it
themselves.

HCN: What do you think about systemic change at this time when it seems like even modest
climate-related policies are being dismantled by the Trump administration?

KH: There’s no question that the current administration is doing its best to alter the slope down
which the giant boulder of climate action is rolling. That’'s the way | think about it. That giant
boulder is already rolling down the hill, and it already has millions of hands on it — and federal
policy can change the slope, making it easier or harder for that boulder to roll downhill.

When you look around at individuals, and cities and companies and states in the U.S., action is
still happening, even though it's the federal government that dominates headlines. That boulder
is rolling down the hill. You cannot stop clean energy.

HCN: Lately, we've seen a “climate hushing” phenomenon: a reluctance to discuss the subject,
seemingly because of today’s political atmosphere. How have you seen that play out?

KH: | think that it is primarily occurring in response to the U.S. federal government. | have
noticed a decrease in the number of people and organizations who want to talk about climate
change, especially organizations concerned about the potential for reprisals from the federal

government.

HCN: What do you think is the best way to combat climate hushing?
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KH: If you really understand (the benefits of climate action) and you understand what'’s at risk if
we don’t act, then we can talk about these actions in ways that do appeal to people.

Years ago, | was starting to realize that climate change is a hot-button phrase. | was asked to
speak to our water managers in Texas, who are very focused on data, long-term trends and
droughts. The two people speaking before me at the conference were a state representative
and a state senator who explicitly rejected the reality of climate change — so | thought to
myself, why don’t | try something different?

I'll talk about all the same things: I'll talk about climate variability, historical data, future
projections and climate resilience. But I'll never say the words “climate change.” So | did that,
and everybody liked it, and there were lots of positive comments and feedback. The funniest
moment was when one woman ran up to me afterwards and grabbed my hand and shook it up
and down. She said, “That was fantastic. Everything you say makes sense.” And then she said,
“Those people who talk about global warming, | don’t agree with them at all. But | agree with
everything you said!” That showed me that it's more what we talk about than how we talk about
it.

“It's more what we talk about than how we talk about it.”

KH: People who feel despair are 100% there in the head; they get it. Many of them have also
made the head-to-heart connection. They understand that it's about their future, and the people
and places they love. But they have not made the heart-to-hand connection. They think there’s
nothing that can be done.

What’s partly at fault here is our very Western focus on individual action, like eating plant-based,
what we drive, how we travel, how we live. As Bill McKibben says, the most important thing an
individual can do right now when it comes to climate action is not be such an individual.

Work together with others. That's how social change has happened in the past. It didn’'t happen
because of people taking action in their personal life; it happened because of people using their
voices to advocate for change. We know some of their names, like Martin Luther King Jr. There
were thousands of other people who marched with him and advocated with him. Those people
are us, and that is how we can change the world.
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Habagat rains persist in Luzon: fair weather over rest of PH
By: Dianne Sampang

MANILA, Philippines — The southwest monsoon or habagat will continue to bring rains in parts
of Luzon while the rest of the country will see improving weather conditions on Wednesday,
according to the state weather bureau.

In the 5 a.m. weather forecast of the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical
Services Administration (Pagasa), weather specialist Chenel Dominguez said rains are forecast
over the western section of the country.

Habagat rains persist in Luzon; fair weather over rest of PH

Residents and motorists navigate floodwaters along a submerged road in Barangay Sta.
Monica, San Simon, Pampanga, on Monday, August 10, 2026. INQUIRER file photo by Grig C.
Montegrande

‘Inaasahan na more on concentration ng pag-ulan ay andito sa western section ng ating bansa,
particularly sa may llocos Region, western section ng Central Luzon, Metro Manila, Cavite,
Laguna, Batangas, Oriental Mindoro, Occidental Mindoro, pati na rin sa may Marinduque,”
Dominguez said.

(Concentrated rains are expected over the western section of the country, particularly in llocos
Region, western section of Central Luzon, Metro Manila, Cavite, Laguna, Batanas, Oriental
Mindoro, and Marinduque.)

The eastern portion of the country will experience improving weather conditions with chances of
rains in the afternoon and evening due to localized thunderstorms. Palawan, particularly the
northern section of it, will see cloudy skies with scattering rains.

A significant amount of rainfall (50 to 100 millimeters) is forecast over Zambales, Bataan, and
Occidental Mindoro for 24 hours. With this, she warned of flooding and landslides.

Meanwhile, Visayas and Mindanao are forecast to have fair and hot weather, especially in the
afternoon and evening, with chances of localized thunderstorms in the afternoon and evening.

No gale warning is raised in any seaboards of the country.
Temperature forecast in the following areas:
e Metro Manila: 25°C to 30°C

e Laoag: 25°Cto 31°C
e Baguio: 17°C to 21°C
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Tagaytay: 23°C to 26°C
Tuguegarao: 25°C to 33°C
Legazpi: 26°C to 33°C
Kalayaan Islands: 27°C to 32°C
Puerto Princesa: 26°C to 33°C
lloilo: 26°C to 33°C

Cebu: 27°C to 33°C

Tacloban: 27°C to 34°C

Tropical depression outside the PAR
Dominguez also shared that the tropical depression monitored outside the Philippine area of
responsibility will have no direct effect in the country, moving east-northwestward at 30

kilometers per hour (kph). She added that it continued to move far from the country’s landmass.

The tropical depression was last estimated 1,990 kilometers east of Extreme Northern Luzon as
of 3 a.m. It was carrying a maximum wind speed of 55 kph and gustiness of up to 70 kph. /dp
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Southwest monsoon still affecting Luzon, Western Visayas: LPA forms outside PAR
By: Acor Arceo

Zambales, Bataan, and Occidental Mindoro are still expected to have moderate to heavy rain
due to the southwest monsoon until Friday afternoon, August 14

MANILA, Philippines — The southwest monsoon or habagat remains strong and will continue to
affect Luzon and Western Visayas, the weather bureau said on Thursday afternoon, August 13.

For the next 24 hours or until Friday afternoon, August 14, the provinces of Zambales, Bataan,
and Occidental Mindoro are still expected to have moderate to heavy rain (50-100 millimeters).

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA)
also said scattered rain and thunderstorms will persist in the rest of Central Luzon, the rest of
Mimaropa, Metro Manila, Calabarzon, the llocos Region, the Cordillera Administrative Region,
Cagayan Valley, Camarines Norte, Aklan, Antique, and Capiz. The rest of Bicol may see
isolated rain showers or thunderstorms.

“Ating abiso sa ating mga kababayan...patuloy na maging alerto sa mga banta ho ng pagbaha,
especially sa mga low-lying areas at sa mga vulnerable areas, lalo na doon sa mga lugar kung
saan ay saturated na po ang lupa dahil sa halos tuloy-tuloy na mga pag-ulan,” said PAGASA
Weather Specialist Loriedin de la Cruz-Galicia in a briefing on Thursday afternoon.

(We advise our fellow Filipinos to remain on alert amid threats of flooding, especially those in
low-lying areas and vulnerable areas, particularly places where the soil may already be
saturated because of virtually nonstop rain.)

The National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) reported on
Thursday morning that the southwest monsoon, Tropical Depression Luis, and Tropical Storm

Maymay (Kujira) combined have left at least 21 people dead, 14 injured, and two missing.

These weather systems in August have affected at least 3.65 million people or 1.06 million
families across 10 regions, according to the NDRRMC.

So far, the estimated cost of damage to infrastructure is at P2.65 billion, while the estimated
cost of damage to agriculture is at P230 million.

Aside from the southwest monsoon, PAGASA is also monitoring a low pressure area (LPA) that
formed outside the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) on Thursday.

The LPA was located 1,765 kilometers east of extreme Northern Luzon at 3 pm.
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It has a high chance of developing into a tropical depression within 24 hours, but Galicia said it
is currently moving eastward or away from PAR.

The weather bureau expects up to four tropical cyclones to develop within or enter PAR in
August. There have already been two during the month — Luis and Maymay. — Rappler.com
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Explainer: How climate change and El Nino supercharged Typhoon Dolphin
By: Ethan Wang and Ryan Woo

BEIJING, August 13 - Typhoon Dolphin unleashed extreme rain across eastern, central and
northern China, far from the coast where it made landfall on Sunday following a two-week
journey across the Pacific Ocean.

Its longevity and broad circulation made Dolphin one of China's most significant weather events
in recent years, with meteorologists comparing it with the devastating Typhoon Doksuri in 2023.

In Zhejiang, average rainfall from August 7 to 11 reached 215 mm (8.46 inches), a record for
any typhoon making landfall in the eastern Chinese province.

The city of Taizhou, where Dolphin first came ashore, received an average of 438 mm, setting a
new record.

As Dolphin moved inland, it continued to rewrite rainfall records across Hubei and Henan
provinces.

The northernmost arc of its rain bands brushed the capital Beijing, where 90.7 mm of rain
soaked one district within an hour on Wednesday, the highest hourly total for that area since
records began in 1954.

Dolphin's unusually wide impact stemmed from the scale of its circulation and persistent
moisture even after landfall, said Benjamin Horton, dean of the School of Energy and
Environment at City University of Hong Kong.

"Many typhoons weaken quickly after landfall because they lose their oceanic heat source and
encounter friction over land. Dolphin weakened as a wind storm, but its moisture plume and
remnant circulation remained very effective at producing rainfall," he said.

WHAT HELPED SUSTAIN DOLPHIN'S LONG LIFE CYCLE?

Formed near the International Date Line, about 6,000 km east of Zhejiang, Dolphin was the
farthest-origin typhoon ever to make landfall in China.

Its lifespan of 16 days was three times that of a typical typhoon.

El Nifio conditions this year can shift tropical cyclone initiation further east in the Pacific, giving
storms a longer track over the warm ocean before reaching East Asia, said Xiangbo Feng, a

tropical cyclones scientist at the University of Reading in the UK.

"This provides storms more time to organise and intensify, and they are more likely to grow into
strong or violent typhoons," Feng said. "l anticipate there will be more such storms this year."

IS CLIMATE CHANGE FUELLING STRONGER TYPHOONS?
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Scientists warn that typhoons have become more likely to affect East Asia as a result of climate
change.

"A warmer atmosphere holds more water vapour, roughly 7% more for each 1 degree Celsius of
warming, and that gives tropical cyclones a larger moisture reservoir when the surrounding

circulation is favourable," Horton said.

"In practical terms, this means that the same type of storm today can produce heavier rainfall
than it would have in a cooler climate," he said.

The probability of a typhoon affecting East Asia has significantly increased from 33% to 65%,
according to Feng.

Global ocean warming may also be slowing the rate at which storms decay over land.
The rate of post-landfall decay has decreased by roughly 45% between 1967 and 2018,

according to Hui Su, chair professor of the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering
at the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology.
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"Global warming has enhanced the capacity of holding moisture and energy in the atmosphere,
and when precipitation has been triggered, it may pour down more rainfall," said Wang Fan, a
research assistant professor at the Hong Kong Baptist University Academy of Geography,
Sociology and International Studies.

HOW DOES DOLPHIN COMPARE TO DOKSURI IN 20237?

Dolphin's path has drawn comparison to Typhoon Doksuri. In 2023, Doksuri's remnants brought
devastating rain to northern China and Beijing experienced its heaviest rainfall in 140 years.

For Doksuri, meteorologists identified a blocking pattern involving subtropical and continental
high-pressure systems, moisture convergence, low-level lifting near the Taihang Mountains and
additional moisture input associated with Typhoon Khanun, Horton said.

Dolphin appears to have followed a similar pattern, with a weakening cyclone continuing to carry
deep tropical moisture inland, where it interacts with regional circulation and topography to
enhance rainfall, he said.

"The common lesson is that a typhoon does not have to remain intense in terms of wind speed

to remain dangerous. Once the circulation carries large amounts of moisture inland, the flood
risk can persist for days and can shift far from the coast."
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Europe is the world’s fastest warming continent. What is to blame?
By: Damian Carrington

The climate crisis is hitting Europe hard in 2026, warming twice as fast as any other continent —
and the consequences are deadly

The whole world is getting hotter as carbon pollution from fossil fuel burning traps ever more
heat, but Europe is heating up twice as fast as other continents. The consequences are
increasingly deadly, with tens of thousands of heatwave deaths so far this summer.

Why is Europe most affected by global heating?

Land requires less heat than the vast and deep oceans to warm up, so all continents are
warming more quickly than the seas. But Europe is particularly vulnerable for four reasons:
changed weather patterns, its closeness to the Arctic, less snow and less air pollution.

As a result, Europe is now 2.5C hotter than before the mass burning of fossil fuels, almost
double the global average 1.4C rise. Temperatures in Europe have risen by 0.56C a decade
since the mid-1990s, compared with 0.42C in North America, 0.36C in Africa and 0.27C in
South America.

How have Europe’s weather patterns changed?

Shifts in how the atmosphere circulates over Europe have led to more frequent and more
intense summer heatwaves. This includes the worst ever heatwave, in June 2026, in which a
vast area of hot air was trapped under a stationary “heat dome”.

Scientists are still investigating the role of global heating in causing changes in atmospheric
circulation, but a link seems increasingly likely.

Dr Samantha Burgess, from the EU’s Copernicus Climate Change Service, said: “We see
statistically significant changes in surface pressure patterns and other measures of circulation
when we look at trends over the last 40 or more years, and on this timescale they are more
likely associated with climate change than natural variability.”

The association may be the result of a changing jet stream, a fast high-level wind that has a
powerful influence on Europe’s weather and is itself affected by rising temperatures.

Why is the Arctic important?

The Arctic is the fastest warming region on the planet, despite having no land. This is because
the white polar ice cap, which normally reflects the vast majority of sunlight back into space, is
melting away fast. As a result, the darker ocean exposed by the melting absorbs much more
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heat, which then melts more ice, forming a vicious circle. With a significant proportion of Europe
relatively close to the Arctic, temperatures are therefore rising faster.

What about snow cover?
Most of Europe had snowfall in winter in the past. Like the Arctic sea ice, this snow reflected
sunlight and kept the continent cooler. But the climate crisis is shrinking snow-covered areas.

In March 2025, Europe’s blanket of snow was about 1.3m square km below the 1991-2020
average, a 31% drop. That lost area is roughly the area of France, Italy, Germany, Switzerland
and Austria combined. It was the third lowest snow cover since records began in 1983.

Why does reduced air pollution affect temperatures?

Air pollution kills millions of people globally every year and so Europe’s record of cutting toxic air
levels in recent decades is unequivocally a good thing. However, cleaner air is also unmasking
the impact of the rise in carbon dioxide pollution in the atmosphere.

Air pollution particles can reflect the sun’s rays, directly or by seeding the formation of clouds,
meaning the heat does not reach the ground. Fewer particles means less reflection and more
heat that is trapped by greenhouse gases. Lower pollution might even be connected to the
increase in blocking weather patterns.

How important is each of the four factors above?
The short answer is that scientists don’t yet know, but they aim to have an estimate next year.

Burgess said: “What we can say is that the importance of each factor must vary with season,
with proximity to the Arctic important in autumn and winter, and circulation changes since the
late 1970s of greater statistical significance in summer.”

The drop in air pollution is most marked in winter because of declining coal heating in homes,
and snow cover is a winter issue. Winter warming in Europe in recent decades has been
strongest in the north, while summer warming has been strongest in the south-east.

What are the consequences?

The rapid heating is leading to ever more deaths and more intense wildfires and droughts.
Storms, intense rainfall and floods are also being supercharged by the extra heat in the climate
system. All deeply affect lives and livelihoods across the continent and will continue to worsen
until emissions reach net zero. Rapid cuts in CO2 pollution and the rollout of measures to
protect citizens are urgently needed.

The UN climate chief, Simon Stiell, said in late July: “The awful costs of this climate crisis — both

human and economic — are now reaching national emergency levels. What needs to be done is
clear: leave coal, oil and gas behind faster, scale up renewables, and protect people.
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