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Loss and Damage Fund bill OKd
By: John Victor D. Ordofiez

The Senate on Wednesday approved on second reading a bill that seeks to allow the
United Nations Loss Damage Fund (LDF) Board to operate in the Philippines.

DAILY TRIBUNE

Northern Samar building wind energy project
By: ElImer Recuerdo

Another wind energy project is set to rise in Northern Samar, strengthening its bid as
the country’s renewable energy capital and a leader in green technology.

ECO BUSINESS

IPCC meeting in Sofia fails to agree timeline for seventh assessment report
By: Ayesha Tandon and Robert McSweeney

The week-long meeting saw more than 230 delegates from 195 member governments
revisit an unresolved topic from the previous meeting in January — finalising the timeline
for the IPCC’s seventh assessment report (AR7) cycle.
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Deals on HCWs, climate finance expected during Marcos-SG president meeting
By: Anna Felicia Bajo

President Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr. is set to have a bilateral meeting with
Singaporean President Tharman Shanmugaratnam on Thursday as part of the latter's
state visit to the Philippines, the Presidential Communications Office said on
Wednesday.

MANILA STANDARD

‘Climate change fueled deadly India landslides’

Climate change played a key factor in torrential rains in India that triggered catastrophic
landslides killing at least 200 people last month, a group of scientists said Wednesday.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Ban or phaseout to eliminate plastic pollution
By: Julius Guirjen

Negotiations have been ongoing over a global treaty to end plastic pollution, including
tackling global bans and the phaseout of certain plastic products, including single-use
plastics or SUPs. World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Philippines believes that a
regulation of this scale could have significant implications for the Philippines, hence the
implementation should be holistic and inclusive and must prioritize the well-being of
people and the planet.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

DENR reactivates task force to protect E. Visayas forest
By: Sarwell Meniano

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in Eastern Visayas has
reactivated a regional task force to lead in the fight against deforestation and protect the
region’s vital forests and wildlife species.

THE MANILA TIMES

House OKs loss, damage fund board bill
By: Reina C. Tolentino and Bernadette E. Tamayo

The House of Representatives has approved House Bill 10722, or the proposed Loss
and Damage Fund Board Act, that seeks to allow an international body to respond to
mitigate economic and noneconomic losses from climate change.
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Public, private sectors push efforts on climate, ESG
By: Lisbet K. Esmael

With worsening weather events threatening the Philippines, one of the country’s giant
conglomerates is in for a serious fight against climate change, and in firm partnership
with the public sector.

Information and Knowledge Management Division
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Loss and Damage Fund bill OKd
By: John Victor D. Ordofiez

The Senate on Wednesday approved on second reading a bill that seeks to allow the
United Nations Loss Damage Fund (LDF) Board to operate in the Philippines.

Under Senate Bill No. 2780, the LDF may buy assets and land, enter into contracts in
the Philippines and negotiate with the World Bank.

The House of Representatives approved a similar measure on final reading on
Tuesday.

“This, indeed, is a breakthrough in the decades-long and oft-acrimonious debate on
funding for loss and damage brought about by climate change,” Senator Maria Imelda
“Imee” R. Marcos told the Senate floor on Tuesday during her sponsorship speech.
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Northern Samar building wind energy project
By: ElImer Recuerdo

Another wind energy project is set to rise in Northern Samar, strengthening its bid as
the country’s renewable energy capital and a leader in green technology.

Envision Energy, known worldwide for its cutting-edge renewable energy solutions, has
already conducted feasibility studies in the province. If the project pushes through, the
Wind Turbine Project in Northern Samar will be Envision Energy’s first wind turbine
project in the Philippines.

Jhon Allen Berbon, chief of Northern Samar’s Provincial Economic Development and
Investment Promotions Office, said the project, which involves the installation of
approximately 30 wind turbines capable of generating around 200 megawatts, is set to
utilize between 100 to 500 hectares of land.

Berbon said there are five other renewable energy projects in Northern Samar that are
in various stages of implementation.

These include Lihangin’s Onshore Wind Farm in San Isidro, Copenhagen Infrastructure
Partners’ Offshore Wind Farm stretching from Bobon to Laoang, EBTech’s
Hydroelectric Power Plant in San Isidro, Ranyag Energy’s Solar Farm in Bobon, and
Energies PH’s Ocean (Tidal) power project.

The Lihangin Wind Energy farm, a joint venture of Vena Energy, Aboitiz Renewables
and Vivant Energy, is a 206.25MW onshore wind power project that is expected to
begin operations in the second quarter of 2025.

CIP’s Offshore Wind Farm in Mondragon town, on the other hand, is currently installing
Light Detection and Ranging, an equipment that will provide vital information about the
area and the best possible site for the wind turbines. CIP targets to generate 650-MW in
its Northern Samar operation.

Berbon said the remaining projects are in the pre-development stage progressing
towards implementation.

Northern Samar Governor Edwin Ongchuan has expressed keen interest in Envision
Energy’s Wind Turbine Project particularly its proposed location, expected output and
potential challenges.
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IPCC meeting in Sofia fails to agree timeline for seventh assessment report
By: Ayesha Tandon and Robert McSweeney

The week-long meeting saw more than 230 delegates from 195 member governments
revisit an unresolved topic from the previous meeting in January — finalising the timeline
for the IPCC’s seventh assessment report (AR7) cycle.

AR7 will be the IPCC'’s latest round of reports summarising the most recently published
climate science.

First published in 1990, the assessment reports typically take 6-7 years to complete.
ARG’s concluding “summary for policymakers” was published in March last year.

Multiple options for the AR7 timeline were discussed. Some countries said in Sofia that
they favoured an accelerated timeline, in which all three “working group” reports would
be completed by June 2028. This deadline would allow the findings to inform the UN’s
second global stocktake, which will gauge progress towards the Paris Agreement goals.

Ahead of last week’s meeting, a group of 40 IPCC authors from developing countries
published an open letter arguing that the AR7 reports “can and must” be produced by
this date in order to remain policy-relevant.

However, countries including Kenya, India, China and South Africa opposed the
accelerated timeline, warning that “haste leads to shoddy work™ and raising concerns
that the decision was being rushed through.

Many countries supported the timeline proposed by the six Working Group co-chairs,
which was more in line with the fifth and sixth assessment cycles. And some others
advocated for an extended timeline, to allow authors more time to complete the reports.

Ultimately, the decision was delayed. The issue will be picked up again after the AR7
scoping meeting in December.

Delegates in Sofia had more success in agreeing outlines for the special report on
“climate change and cities” and the methodology report on “short-lived climate forcers”,
both of which will be published in 2027.

Tricky talks in Turkey
Following the completion of its sixth assessment report (AR6) last year, the IPCC’s
attention has now turned to its seventh assessment (AR7).

In a four-day meeting in Istanbul in January, which focused on the IPCC’s “programme
of work” for AR7, governments decided against adopting a new structure and instead
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committed to the traditional set of three “working group” reports and a final synthesis
report.

Before the Istanbul meeting, governments had already agreed that the AR7 cycle would
include a special report on climate change and cities, as well as a methodology report
on short-lived climate forcers.

The meeting then saw the addition of a second methodology report on carbon dioxide
removal technologies, carbon capture utilisation and storage, plus a revision to the
IPCC’s 1994 technical guidelines on impacts and adaptation.

However, while there was agreement between government delegates on the selection
of reports, a timeline for their delivery was not agreed.

The maijority of countries meeting in Istanbul favoured delivering the working group
reports on an “accelerated” timeline, which would see them published by the end of
2028. This would allow the reports to “inform” the UN’s second global stocktake (GST),
which will gauge progress towards the Paris Agreement goals.

However, a few countries, including Saudi Arabia, India and China, “strenuously
objected” to this timetable, reported the Earth Negotiations Bulletin (ENB), which has
unique access to the closed talks.

It reported, for example, that Saudi Arabia “opposed the shorter timeline, saying this
would lead to compromised working groups reports both in content and inclusivity”.
While China “emphasised that AR7 aims to be inclusive and developing country
scientists should be given time to make their contributions”.

As opposition to the accelerated timeline “held fast” — despite the meeting overrunning
into a fifth day — no decision was made.

The final “decisions adopted” document instead requested that the IPCC bureau —
experts with more managerial roles, including vice and co-chairs — prepare a document
“outlining the month and year of delivery on the basis of an AR7 strategic plan, taking
into account the different views expressed” in the meeting.

The instruction included an “oblique reference” to taking “into account” the GST, noted
ENB. The report, it was decided, would be presented at the Sofia meeting “for
consideration and decision”.

Decision delayed

A key goal of the meeting in Sofia last week was to nail down a timeline for AR7. Ahead
of the meeting, a group of 40 IPCC authors from developing countries sent a letter
arguing that the AR7 reports “can and must” be produced by 2028, in time to inform the
second GST report.



On 31 July, former IPCC vice chair Dr Youba Sokona — a co-author of the letter —
published a commentary in Climate Home News summarising its main arguments. He
argued that “ensuring the IPCC cycle aligns with GST timelines is crucial for maintaining
the integrity of international climate cooperation”, adding that, without input from the
IPCC, the stocktake “may lack essential southern perspective”.

He also dismissed concerns that accelerating the timeline would compromise the
robustness of the reports, or lead to under-representation of developing countries. The
article also outlined ways these concerns could be addressed while implementing an
accelerated timeline.

Dr Frederieke Otto — a senior lecturer in climate science at the Grantham Institute for
Climate Change and the Environment and IPCC ARG author — tells Carbon Brief that, in
her view, the Working Group Il (WG2) and Ill (WG3) reports are “really needed before
the GST".

Typically, the three working group reports focus on “the physical science basis”,
“‘impacts, adaptation and vulnerability” and “mitigation of climate change”.

On the morning of 31 July, Dr Jim Skea — the IPCC chair for AR7 — presented a
proposed schedule for AR7. The proposal was requested by the IPCC panel at the 60th
session in Istanbul in January. It was developed by the co-chairs of the IPCC working
groups and the Task Force on National Greenhouse Gas Inventories (TFI), then
reviewed by the IPCC bureau.

Under this schedule, the AR7 cycle would last six-and-a-half years — similar to the fifth
and sixth assessment cycles.

In the discussion that followed, a long list of countries supported the schedule as
proposed, with many underscoring the importance of feeding into the second GST,
according to the ENB’s summary of the entire meeting.

Belize, supported by the US, the Netherlands and the UK, said IPCC reports need to be
ready for the Bonn Climate Change Conference in June 2028, according to the ENB.
Belize added that “an inclusive cycle is only meaningful if it can feed into the GST”.

Saint Kitts and Nevis argued that the absence of “crucial” IPCC input into the GST
would mean the IPCC would lose policy relevance. The country also argued that the
schedule for AR7 is “neither compressed nor rushed”, because, while it is shorter than
the schedule for ARG, it also contains fewer special reports.

The ARG6 cycle included three special reports — on 1.5°C of global warming in 2018,
then, successively in 2019, on climate change and land, and the ocean and cryosphere.



(Discussions about linking IPCC reports with the GST are long-standing. During 2016-
18, the IPCC panel “agreed to draft terms of reference for a task group on the
organisation of future work of the IPCC in light of the GST under the Paris Agreement”,
according to the ENB.)

Finland argued that “if we want science-based policymaking, the faster we have the
next report, the faster policymakers are able to take science-based policy action”,
according to the ENB. And many small-island developing nations also “underscored the
critical importance of timely reports from small island developing states [SIDS] and less-
developed countries”.

Several countries, including Brazil, Peru and the UK, “stressed that inclusivity concerns
could be addressed in ways other than an extended timeline”.

However, several countries, including India, Algeria, Kenya, the Russian Federation and
South Africa, argued that a longer timeline is needed to ensure “robust, rigorous
scientific outputs, and to ensure greater inclusivity”.

India called the proposed schedule “unprecedented,” saying that the fourth and fifth
assessment cycles had similar timeframes, but did not include special reports. It also
argued that “producing the best science needs time, haste leads to shoddy work and
retracted publications”, according to the ENB.

Kenya, supported by India and South Africa, warned that there are “major” gaps in
literature on adaptation in Africa. It said that the “short time” between AR7 scoping
meetings and the first author meetings may not be sufficient to identify and fill “literature
gaps” for the continent.

And South Africa and Saudi Arabia opposed expediting the schedule to feed into the
stocktake, suggesting this would not make the IPCC more “policy-relevant,” but more
“policy-prescriptive.”

Dr David Lapola is a research scientist at the University of Campinas in Brazil and AR6
contributing author. He tells Carbon Brief that, “while inclusiveness is super important to
bring more legitimacy to the process, it also slows down decisions when you have to
have the agreement of all members”. He says that it is a “great challenge to imprint
more agility to the IPCC decision processes without compromising inclusiveness”.

On the evening of 1 August, Skea “noted how difficult it had been to find a solution that
satisfied all delegations” and he proposed to postpone a decision on the timeline until
after the AR7 scoping meeting in December 2024.

In a press release published after the meeting closed, the IPCC stated that “at its next
plenary in early 2025, the panel will agree on their respective scope, outlines and work
plans, including schedules and budgets”.



“While some expressed disappointment about the lack of consensus, others were quick
to point out that determining the timeline after the scoping meeting for the working
groups is consistent with past practice and the IPCC’s principles and procedures”, says
the ENB.

Dr Hannah Hughes is a senior lecturer in international politics and climate change at
Aberystwyth University, who has written extensively about the IPCC. She tells Carbon
Brief that it is “not surprising” that the decision has been further postponed. She
explains that the IPCC is “balancing complex and competing dynamics”.

She adds: “Delaying the finalisation of the timeline until after the scoping of reports
offers the advantage of having a clear sense of the advances in science and the level of
urgency in communicating these.”

However, Otto tells Carbon Brief that it will be “difficult to scope without a timeline”. She
says that “with the decision postponed, it seems that conflicts could not be resolved, but
everything is just postponed”.

What additional reports were discussed in Sofia?

Earlier this year, IPCC held scoping meetings (in Latvia and Australia, respectively) for
a special report on climate change and cities and a methodology report on short-lived
climate forcers — both of which are due for publication in 2027. The proposals
suggested at these meetings were discussed in Sofia.

Special report on climate change and cities

In 2016, the IPCC decided to produce a special report on climate change and cities. A
“cities and climate change science conference” was held in Canada in 2018 to “inspire
the next frontier of research focused on the science of cities and climate change”. A
scoping meeting was held in Latvia over 16-19 April 2024 to develop a proposed outline
for the report.

On 27 July in Sofia, Diana Urge-Vorsatz — IPCC vice-chair and chair of the scientific
steering committee (SSC) for the cities report — presented the proposal.

Under the proposal, the report will have five main chapters. The first will provide framing
for the report, the second will discuss “trends, challenges and opportunities” in a
changing climate and the third will be called “actions and solutions to reduce urban risks
and emissions”. The final two chapters will focus on facilitating change and solutions.

Urge-Vorsatz also suggested a timeline in which authors for the report will be selected
by the end of 2024 and the first meetings of lead authors will be held in 2025. The
expert review of the first order draft will take place by the end of 2025, and 15-19 March
2027 will see the “approval of the summary for policymakers and acceptance of the
special report”.
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In Sofia, many countries proposed changes or raised queries, according to ENB. For
example, countries including India, South Africa and Malawi questioned how cities are
defined. Burundi, Kenya and Mauritius said early warning systems should be given
more prominence. And countries including Burundi, Malaysia and Kenya called for a
more “balanced consideration of adaptation and mitigation”.

Over the following days, there were multiple more rounds of comments and drafts. For
example, India questioned the shift from “loss and damage” to “losses and damages”
implemented in one of the drafts, noting IPCC precedents for use of the latter
terminology are limited to one document.

Saudi Arabia opposed the use of “net-zero goals” for cities, saying that these are
country-level objectives. And Kenya, supported by India and Algeria, “called for
improvements in the way adaptation was addressed throughout the outline”, including
the removal of a reference to “maladaptation”.

By 31 July, most countries had accepted the proposal. But others — including Saudi
Arabia, India and Kenya — were continuing to raise concerns and to call for a chapter-by
-chapter discussion of the report outline.

Skea said the situation was “at a crossroads, given the difficulty of opening only a few
non-consensual issues without risking an unravelling, and [he] invited the SSC to confer
on whether the issues expressed could be somehow incorporated without unacceptable
implications”, according to the ENB.

Timor-Leste, supported by the US and the Netherlands, urged countries to reach a
compromise in time for the end of the meeting, noting their delegation consists of a
single person. But India, Saudi Arabia and Kenya “expressed concern with other
delegations’ ‘refusal to engage’ with their concerns”.

A “huddle” was set up to address some of the key concerns and, on 2 August, the
delegates approved a draft decision.

Dr Aromar Revi is the founding director of the Indian Institute for Human Settlements
and author on multiple IPCC reports. He tells Carbon Brief that the approval of the
outline for an IPCC special report on cities is “a historic step that brings the urban and
infrastructure transition, up front and centre of the climate action solutions space”.

He adds: “It has taken almost a decade of preparation by a wide range of urban and
climate actors to make this possible, since it was first suggested in 2016 as a special
report in the ARG cycle...

“This report will be especially important to cities and urban areas in Asia, Africa and
Latin America and the SIDS, where 90 per cent of the incremental urban population will
live over the next 30-odd years, often in informal settlements with poor services and
high vulnerability.”
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Revi adds that the proposed timescale, which would see the work completed by March
2027, sets a “high bar” for the authorship team.

Prof Lisa Schipper — a professor of development geography at the University of Bonn
and IPCC ARG author — tells Carbon Brief that the cities report “will be a critical meeting
point of adaptation, mitigation and development agendas”.

She adds: “I| was happy to see the level of detail in the cities [report] outline. Normally,
the IPCC report outlines are a shopping list of topics without any normative framing.
This makes it challenging to write the report with a consistent narrative. | think IPCC
member countries will find more relatable and usable content in the cities report.”

The report “will be arriving at a crucial time”, adds Dr Zachary Labe — a scientist at the
NOAA Geophysical Fluid Dynamics Laboratory, noting that many cities are “leading
examples of how to design and implement evidence-based climate action through
adaptation and mitigation practices”.

“The calls for nominations of authors are scheduled for release as early as next week,”
according to the IPCC press release.

Short-lived climate forcers methodology report

In 2019, the IPCC decided that the TFI should produce a methodology report on short-
lived climate forcers (SLCFs) — gases and particulates, such as methane and carbon,
that cause global warming, but typically only stay in the atmosphere for less than two
decades.

At the 60th session in January 2024, the panel decided to produce the report by 2027. A
scoping meeting for the report was held on 26-28 February 2024 in Brisbane, Australia.

On the first day of the 61st session, Dr Takeshi Enoki, the co-chair of the TFI, presented
an overview of the group’s recommendations. He suggested a title for the report of
“2027 supplement to the 2006 IPCC guidelines for national greenhouse gas inventories:
short-lived climate forcers (2027 supplement on SLCFs)”, and said the report would be
a supplement to the 2006 guidelines.

They added that the report would be made up of an overview chapter and five
“volumes” following the format of the 2006 IPCC guidelines. These five volumes will
focus on “general guidance”, the energy sector, industrial processes and product use,
the agriculture, forestry and other land use sector, and waste, he said.

However, many countries raised concerns. First, there was disagreement about whether

or not to include hydrogen and PM2.5 — particulate matter with a diameter of under 2.5
micrometres — in the report.
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China, India, Iraq and Saudi Arabia, among others, argued that they should not be
included, as the literature supporting their inclusion is not robust enough, the ENB says.
However, it adds that many other countries — including the US, Canada and Chile —
supported its inclusion.

Second, the title of the report was called into question. India said that linking the report
to the 2006 guidelines “creates a whole new set of obligations and commitments
through other channels”. It, along with Saudi Arabia, called for the report to be changed
back to a standalone document. However, Denmark, Germany, Spain and Morocco
expressed support for the current format.

A series of huddles were held to iron out these disagreements. On 2 August, the
delegates agreed to change the name of the report to “2027 IPCC methodology report
on inventories for short-lived climate forcers”.

However, in the absence of consensus on the case for including PM2.5 and hydrogen,
the panel decided to come back to this discussion in the future.

What else was agreed in Sofia?

Updates on a range of other IPCC activities were also given, including the IPCC
scholarship programme, terms of reference for the IPCC publication committee, and
progress reports aimed at increasing accountability and transparency in the IPCC
process.

Expert meetings

Ahead of the meeting in Sofia, the IPCC had already decided to limit the production of
new special reports in line with the reported preferences of IPCC chair Jim Skea, who
previously promised that he would strongly resist pressure to produce more reports.

The limited number of special reports was, in part, to allow more time for expert
meetings or workshops. On 2 August, working group one co-chair Prof Xiaoye Zhang
introduced the options for expert meetings and workshops for AR7, “highlighting the
need for cross-working group collaboration”, according to the ENB.

He noted that expert meetings on reconciling land-use emissions and on CO2 removal
technologies had been held in July 2024. Another meeting on gender, diversity and
inclusivity has already been “tentatively” scheduled for later this year, and a workshop
on the IPCC inventory software will be held in late August 2024.

Ahead of the meeting in Sofia, IPCC co-chairs and their working group bureaus had
also proposed a range of extra meetings for 2025-26.

IPCC co-chair for working group one — Dr Robert Vautard — outlined the proposal for a

meeting on high impacts and tipping points. The proposal suggests that 60 experts
meet in April 2025 to “prepare consensus for the working group-specific assessments
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addressing this important topic subject to intense research and debates in the
community”.

Vautard explained that the meeting would be led by WG1, but include contributions from
all working groups. He added that the meeting will receive financial support from the
World Climate Research Programme.

Many countries supported this meeting, with Ukraine calling tipping points “the elephant
in the room”. However, India opposed the meeting, saying it spans too many topics. And
Saudi Arabia said the meeting is not needed as tipping points will be discussed in the
WGH1 report.

A meeting on “adaptation guidelines, metrics and indicators” was also proposed.
Several countries, including Kenya and Saudi Arabia, said adaptation should be a
priority in this cycle, according to the ENB

Finally, a meeting on “novel approaches to assessing knowledge on climate change and
society’s responses” was suggested. Australia, Chile, France and others expressed
support of this meeting, with many highlighting the importance of Indigenous knowledge
and collaboration with the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Services.

Health, overshoot and science communication were also identified among other key
areas of interest for AR7.

Improving inclusivity
“The one issue on which all delegates seemed to agree was the need to enhance the
inclusivity of the IPCC’s work in both its process and products,” the ENB says.

WG3 co-chair Prof Joy Pereira stressed that the bureau is committed to AR7 products
being inclusive in terms of author representation and literature assessment, and pointed
to a document on improving inclusivity in AR7.

The document suggests setting the agenda for the expert meeting on gender, diversity
and inclusivity — which is planned in late 2024 or early 2025 — and providing training on
inclusive practices for lead authors and contributing lead authors during the first lead
author meeting.

Efforts will also be taken to sponsor measures such as internet access and access to
literature for IPCC scientists, according to the document.
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GMA NEWS

Deals on HCWs, climate finance expected during Marcos-SG president meeting
By: Anna Felicia Bajo

President Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr. is set to have a bilateral meeting with
Singaporean President Tharman Shanmugaratnam on Thursday as part of the latter's
state visit to the Philippines, the Presidential Communications Office said on
Wednesday.

Marcos and First Lady Louise "Liza" Araneta-Marcos will welcome the Singaporean
president and his spouse, Jane Yumiko Ittogi, during a ceremony at Malacanang
Palace.

According to the PCO, Marcos intends to reaffirm his administration's commitment to
strengthening collaboration with Singapore during the state visit.

Aside from the bilateral meeting, the two leaders are expected to witness the signing of
memoranda of understanding (MOUs) on the recruitment of Filipino healthcare workers
and collaboration on climate finance.

The two nations will continue their cooperation in the fields of energy and healthcare.

Marcos and Shanmugaratnam first met during the Philippine president's working visit to
Singapore in May.

The PCO said this would be the first time for Shanmugaratnam to visit the Philippines in
his official capacity as Singapore’s head of state.

The last Singaporean president to visit the country was Halimah Yacob in 2019.

The diplomatic relations between the Philippines and Singapore were established on
May 16, 1969.
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MANILA STANDARD

‘Climate change fueled deadly India landslides’

Climate change played a key factor in torrential rains in India that triggered catastrophic
landslides killing at least 200 people last month, a group of scientists said Wednesday.

Monsoon rains battered the southern coastal state of Kerala and triggered landslides on
July 30, burying homes and residents in Wayanad district under tonnes of rock and soil.

World Weather Attribution, a network of scientists who have pioneered peer-reviewed
methods for assessing the possible role of climate change in specific extreme events,
said the link between the intense rainfall and a warming planet was clear.

“The landslides... were triggered by a burst of rainfall that was made about 10 percent
heavier by human-caused climate change,” the WWA analysis by 24 scientists said,
noting more than 140mm (5.5 inches) of rain fell in a single day.

“Before climate change, similar downpours in Kerala were incredibly rare,” it said.

The scientists say higher temperatures due to fossil fuel emissions mean the
atmosphere can hold more moisture, resulting in heavier rainfall.

It also said there had been a staggering 62 percent decrease in forest cover in the
Wayanad region since 1950, “reducing slope stability” and increasing the landslide risk.

“The Wayanad landslides is another catastrophic example of climate change playing out
in real time,” said study member Mariam Zachariah, from Imperial College London.

Monsoon rains from June to September offer respite from the summer heat and are
crucial for agriculture and replenishing water supplies, but they also bring regular
destruction.

WWA said the rain that caused the landslides was the third heaviest one-day event on
record in the area — beaten only by storms in 2019 and in 1924 — and warned worse
will come without rapid change.

“One-day bursts of monsoon rainfall will continue to become even heavier, risking even

deadlier landslides, until the world replaces fossil fuels with renewable sources of
energy,” researchers said.
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Ban or phaseout to eliminate plastic pollution
By: Julius Guirjen

Negotiations have been ongoing over a global treaty to end plastic pollution, including
tackling global bans and the phaseout of certain plastic products, including single-use
plastics or SUPs. World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Philippines believes that a
regulation of this scale could have significant implications for the Philippines, hence the
implementation should be holistic and inclusive and must prioritize the well-being of
people and the planet.

A ban means outright prohibition on the manufacture, import, export, distribution, sale,
and purchase of products, while a phaseout means gradual elimination or reduction
within a given timeframe.

When SUPs find their way into the ocean, they pollute our waters and threaten our
ecosystems. They jeopardize marine life through ingestion or entanglement, while also
choking our waterways and contaminating the food we consume, the water we drink,
and even the air we breathe. A Pew Charitable Trusts and Systemiq study found that 70
percent of plastic pollution found in coastal cleanups are SUPs.

Prohibition can safeguard the Philippines’ diverse marine biodiversity, covering coral
reefs, fish, and endangered species such as sea turtles. Global bans and phaseouts
also benefit our waste management sector. WWF Philippines works closely with
informal waste workers who significantly contribute to plastic waste collection, sorting,
and recycling. They pick and sort through wastes from public areas, dumpsites, and
rivers, and earn from them though not every plastic waste has equal value.

A recent WWF report found that Filipinos generate about 2.15 million metric tons of
plastic waste annually, with 62 percent being low-value SUPs such as sachets.
However, only 9 percent of plastics used are recycled, while 35 percent leak into the
open environment. Global bans and phaseouts can require companies to move away
from producing low-value plastics, resulting in reduced nonrecyclable plastic in waste
streams. This would mean decreased contamination and increased recycling rates of
high-value plastics that also benefits waste workers.

WWEF determines which types of plastic should be banned or phased out based on their
problematic and avoidable properties, including “pollution risk” and “elimination
feasibility.” Pollution risk refers to the probability of the plastic ending up in the
environment, affecting it and human health. Elimination feasibility meanwhile checks the
feasibility of prohibition, phaseouts, or phase-downs based on the availability of
alternatives, affordability, and acceptability of changes, and impacts on specific
countries or groups, among other factors.
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A ban on certain SUPs should be applied as common global rules rather than between
and within countries only, so as to have a level playing field where no country faces the
risk of investors or businesses moving their operations elsewhere.

The phaseout should also afford sectors and communities time to adjust to changes.
This involves delineating timelines and objectives, while providing support and
incentives for compliance. Support may come as vocational training, financial aid, and
alternative livelihood programs.

The government also needs to engage businesses, civil society organizations, and
affected communities in the planning and implementation to ensure that diverse
perspectives are considered and addressed. There should be collaboration with other
countries and international entities to synchronize efforts, share best practices, and
mobilize resources.

The global plastic pollution treaty is a once-in-a-generation opportunity for countries to
solve this transboundary crisis that causes economic, health, and environmental
damage. To have the biggest impact across the full lifecycle of plastics, there must be
global bans or phaseouts on plastic products with the highest pollution risks, global
product design requirements in place, a robust financial package including mechanisms
to secure a just transition for vulnerable groups in the plastics value chain, including the
informal waste sector, and a mechanism for gradual strengthening of such measures.
Embracing a holistic and inclusive approach that prioritizes the well-being of people and
the planet can advance sustainable development and environmental stewardship.

There should also be support for national measures such as the implementation of the
extended producer responsibility law, which obliges big businesses to recover a portion
of their plastic packaging waste. The law encourages businesses to reduce
unnecessary plastic use, explore alternative delivery systems for their products, and
ensure that the necessary packaging won't end up in landfills.

As global negotiations proceed, WWF Philippines continues to pilot and support
solutions to the plastic pollution crisis through its No Plastics in Nature or NPIN project.
NPIN works across the life cycle of plastic to reduce the amount of new plastic
produced, increase the reuse of plastic already in circulation, and eliminate leakage of
plastic into nature.
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DENR reactivates task force to protect E. Visayas forest
By: Sarwell Meniano

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in Eastern Visayas has
reactivated a regional task force to lead in the fight against deforestation and protect the
region’s vital forests and wildlife species.

The regional anti-illegal logging task force is composed of officials and personnel from
the Philippine National Police, the Aviation Security Unit, Philippine Coast Guard,
Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Offices and Community Environment
and Natural Resources Office.

The DENR gathered them on Wednesday in this city to orient them on their role to
conserve the region’s remaining forest cover in the face of climate change, various
environmental laws, and the current status of the region’s forests and wildlife resources.

“We are thankful because our partners in law enforcement have been helping the
DENR. It’s time for us to work together as one, because we cannot do it alone. Help us
strengthen our advocacy on anti-illegal logging,” DENR Eastern Visayas Regional
Executive Director Lormelyn Claudio said during the meeting.

The task force will initially focus on establishing 24-hour, seven-day-a-week checkpoints
manned by DENR and law enforcement personnel, developing a comprehensive
database to support anti-illegal logging initiatives, and equipping the task force with the
necessary resources to carry out its mission.

The 2022 report from Forest Foundation Philippines revealed that Eastern Visayas
region has a total forest cover of 505,796 hectares, the majority of which are found in
Samar.

Samar has the largest unfragmented tracts of lowland rainforest in the Philippines,
making it a natural home for many species.

According to the report, over half of its biodiversity is unique to the region, which
includes 38 species of mammals, 215 species of birds, 51 species of reptiles, and 26
species of amphibians. The forests also serve as a habitat to over 1,000 species of
plants, 53 percent of which are endemic.

19


https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1231147

THE MANILA TIMES

House OKs loss, damage fund board bill
By: Reina C. Tolentino and Bernadette E. Tamayo

The House of Representatives has approved House Bill 10722, or the proposed Loss
and Damage Fund Board Act, that seeks to allow an international body to respond to
mitigate economic and noneconomic losses from climate change.

The bill was passed on third and final reading during the House's plenary session on
Tuesday with 208 lawmakers voting for it.

Under the bill, the board has "juridical personality with full legal capacity to... carry out"
its purpose.

In mid-July, the Philippines was elected to host the meeting of the Board of the Fund for
Responding to Loss and Damage (LDF). The country also won a seat in the board.
"Hosting the LDF Board gives us a platform to highlight the true scale of the problem
and to call for proportionate action from the leading economies of the world — those
who benefited from the emissions the most," Albay 2nd District Rep. Joey Salceda had
said.

Sen. Imee Marcos had sought the passage of the bill conferring juridical entity to Loss
and Damage Fund Board (LDFB) to allow it to enter into contracts as the Philippines
had been selected to host the board's meeting.

The LDFB, an international body, was established in November 2022 to assist
developing countries that are vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change.

Also, the LDFB selected the Philippines as its host country during its second meeting in
Songdo, South Korea, last July 9.

Marcos pushed for the passage of Senate Bill (SB) 2780 granting juridical personality
and legal capacity to the board of the fund for responding to loss and damage due to
climate change.

She raised the need to immediately pass SB 2780 since the Philippines has only 90
days to confer juridical entity to LDFB.

In her sponsorship speech, Marcos said it is the country's "obligation to provide the
enabling law to grant the requisite juridical personality to the Board, vesting it with full
legal capacity to enter into contract.

The bill will authorize the LDFB to acquire and dispose of properties; institute legal

proceedings; and negotiate, conclude and enter into a hosting arrangement with the
World Bank as interim trustee and host of the Fund's secretariat.
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Sen. Ronald de la Rosa co-sponsored SB 2780. "If we are lucky enough to be the host,
this fortune comes with responsibility," he said.

"Among the promised commitments of the Philippines is to ensure the granting of

sufficient privilege, legal capacity and juridical personality to the LDFB. This is clearly
embodied in our host country agreement," de la Rosa said.
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Public, private sectors push efforts on climate, ESG
By: Lisbet K. Esmael

With worsening weather events threatening the Philippines, one of the country’s giant
conglomerates is in for a serious fight against climate change, and in firm partnership
with the public sector.

Zobel family-led Ayala Corp. is stepping up its presence in such efforts by signing an
agreement with the Climate Change Commission (CCC) to pursue the integration of
corporate and public sector initiatives. The CCC serves as the government’s lead
policymaking body on climate change.

The Ayala Group’s footprint is spread across various key industries, such as banking,
telecommunications, energy and property. With its influence and financial muscle, the
CCC sees the conglomerate’s participation as a model for the private sector as it plays
a “crucial role” in easing the impact of climate change on local communities.

“‘Extreme weather events are hitting us harder, so it is important, as the President says,
to be better prepared... We need partnerships that translate these plans into actions
with deep impact. The private sector plays a crucial role in helping us move faster and
better through pragmatic work programs,” said CCC Vice Chair and Executive Director
Robert Eric E.A Borje.

A report issued in December 2023 by the Asian Development Bank warned that the
Philippines is among the nations “most vulnerable to the impact of climate change.”

Most aggressive agent’

President Marcos has also stressed the role of businesses in addressing climate
change, calling the sector the “most aggressive agent of change in our society.” Marcos
urged companies to set their eyes not just on profits but also on sustainable
development projects, such as shifting to renewable energy.

=END=
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