
 
NEWS ROUNDUP  
19 AUGUST 2026 | 08:00 am 

 
●​ Will Europe hear a landmark Russian climate change case? 
●​ Tropical Depression Neneng forms in PAR; habagat rains to persist 
●​ The stock market may have a climate change problem 
●​ EXPLAINER: Why Mindanao is sweltering as heavy rains drench Luzon, Visayas 
●​ Communicating Climate Change: Moving From Fear and Anxiety to Positive Action 
●​ Habagat to prevail but Neneng won’t directly affect PH, says Pagasa 
●​ Mindanao, Yunnan seek stronger trade ties in agri, energy, tourism 
●​ Luzon still faces moderate to intense monsoon rain; LPA may become Neneng 
●​ Climate change is driving record heat in Europe's seas, scientists say 
●​ US Catholic climate initiative draws lessons from Asia 
●​ Climate change is reshaping Western forests — and the water and fire risks they face 

 
CCC IN THE NEWS: 

●​ Big break for bamboo 
●​ CCC, Valenzuela school agree to advance climate education 

 
AL JAZEERA  
 
Will Europe hear a landmark Russian climate change case? 
By: Niko Vorobyov 
 
The European Court of Human Rights has dismissed the case, but the plaintiffs aren’t giving up. 
 
CEBU DAILY NEWS 
 
Tropical Depression Neneng forms in PAR; habagat rains to persist 
By: Holly Bacay 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The state weather bureau said Tuesday afternoon that the low-pressure 
area (LPA) inside the Philippine area of responsibility (PAR) has developed into a tropical 
depression (TD) named Neneng. 
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E&E NEWS 
 
The stock market may have a climate change problem 
By: Jean Chemnick 
 
The president’s favorite indicator of economic health will have to reckon with the woes of a 
warming planet. 
 
 
GMA NEWS 
 
EXPLAINER: Why Mindanao is sweltering as heavy rains drench Luzon, Visayas 
By: Lyjah Tiffany Bonzo 
 
Since the country entered the rainy season in June, parts of Luzon and the Visayas have been 
repeatedly drenched by heavy rains, disrupting daily activities, flooding communities, and 
prompting class suspensions. 
 
MEDIA UPDATE 
 
Communicating Climate Change: Moving From Fear and Anxiety to Positive Action 
 
For too long, the dominant narrative about climate change has been one of apocalypse: 
collapsing ice shelves, parched earth, species extinctions, bleached coral, catastrophic storms 
and even the current northern hemisphere heatwaves, conjure up fears of irreversible 
environmental calamity, says Willem Steenkamp, Senior Writer and Editor at Flow 
Communications. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Habagat to prevail but Neneng won’t directly affect PH, says Pagasa 
By: Dianne Sampang 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The southwest monsoon or habagat will continue to prevail in Luzon 
and parts of Visayas on Wednesday although Tropical Depression Neneng is forecast to not 
directly affect the country, according to the state weather bureau.  
 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
Mindanao, Yunnan seek stronger trade ties in agri, energy, tourism 
 
DAVAO CITY — Mindanao Development Authority (MinDA) Secretary Leo Tereso Magno met 
with officials from Yunnan Province, China on Monday and offered them new investment 
opportunities. 
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RAPPLER 
 
Luzon still faces moderate to intense monsoon rain; LPA may become Neneng 
By: Acor Arceo 
 
The southwest monsoon continues to affect Luzon and the Visayas on Tuesday, August 18, 
while PAGASA is now monitoring two low pressure areas, one of which could soon develop into 
a tropical depression 
 
THE STAR  
 
Climate change is driving record heat in Europe's seas, scientists say 
By: Kate Abnett 
 
BRUSSELS, Aug 19 (Reuters) - Human-caused ⁠climate change was the main driver of recent 
record-breaking sea temperatures around Europe, scientists said ⁠on Wednesday, warning of 
severe consequences for marine ecosystems and coastal communities. 
 
UCA NEWS 
 
US Catholic climate initiative draws lessons from Asia 
 
Parish initiative seeks to strengthen Church’s response to climate and ecological crises 
 
WYOMING PUBLIC MEDIA  
 
Climate change is reshaping Western forests — and the water and fire risks they face 
By: Kaleb Roedel 
 
As the climate warms, some mountain trees are moving higher up, while others are spreading 
downhill. Scientists say something inside the trees may explain why. And that split could 
reshape watersheds and wildfire risk. 
For years, scientists have expected mountain trees to move upslope in search of cooler 
conditions. But a new global study found nearly one-third of tree species are moving downhill 
instead. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
DAILY TRIBUNE  
 
Big break for bamboo 
 
House Bill 10312 requires government agencies to progressively increase the use of bamboo in 
public infrastructure projects. 
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
CCC, Valenzuela school agree to advance climate education 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) announced last week the signing of a memorandum of 
understanding with the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Valenzuela (PLV), affirming a shared 
commitment to advance climate education, youth engagement and capacity-building initiatives 
that strengthen climate action and national resilience. Vocational& Continuing Education 
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AL JAZEERA  
 
Will Europe hear a landmark Russian climate change case? 
By: Niko Vorobyov 
 
The European Court of Human Rights has dismissed the case, but the plaintiffs aren’t giving up. 
Until relatively recently, the Yukaghir people lived on the bleak, frozen tundra of northeast 
Siberia in the same way they had done for centuries, surviving on fishing, hunting, gathering 
and reindeer herding. 
 
Today, there are only 1,813 of them remaining, according to the latest census, after conquest, 
disease outbreaks and assimilation by Russian settlers as well as industrialisation during the 
Soviet era. Now, what is left of their traditional lifestyle is threatened by the changing climate. 
 
“Any fisherman knows when the best fishing is in his area, what time, where the fish are and 
when they bite best. This is knowledge of the natural rhythms associated with a particular spot,” 
Yukaghir elder Vyacheslav Shadrin told Al Jazeera. 
 
“Indigenous peoples also possess such knowledge, … and based on this, we developed our 
survival strategy. … ‘Tomorrow, we’ll be here. Then we’ll move on to some other place’ and so 
on. And this allowed us to exploit these natural resources effectively and in the most 
environmentally friendly and ecological manner.” 
 
But these weather cycles are no longer predictable, Shadrin said. 
 
“Most elders say that nature is playing tricks or deceiving us. They try to explain why this is 
happening – because we’ve committed too many violations.” 
 
Temperatures in Russia – the fourth-largest emitter of greenhouse gases after China, the United 
States and India – are rising at more than twice the global average. 
 
This has led to mounting environmental consequences not only on the Siberian tundra but also 
for the entire planet. 
 
As a result, a group of activists filed a lawsuit against the Russian government four years ago, 
first through the Russian Supreme Court, then the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR). 
Known as the Russian Climate Case, it argued that the Russian government has been 
irresponsible and failed to meet its international climate obligations. 
 
But in June, an ECHR judge ruled the case inadmissible. 
 
“No reasoning was provided,” said Arshak Makichyan, one of the plaintiffs. “Our legal team 
obviously disagrees, especially since there were similar cases that the court considered and 
ruled on, so this outcome was quite unexpected for us. 
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“We can only speculate about the reasons. Personally, I think it was a political decision. … I 
believe the court was reluctant to deal with Russia on such a serious issue.” 
 
Makichyan noted the consequences risked by many of the plaintiffs. 
 
Along with other members of his family, Makichyan was stripped of his Russian citizenship in 
2022, which he believes was retaliation for his activism. 
 
An everyday reality 
In Siberia and Russia’s Far North and Far East, the climate crisis is an everyday reality. 
 
“Floods occurred once every three to four years, catastrophic floods once every 10 years,” 
Shadrin said. “And now, a year without floods is becoming something of an anomaly, [and] forest 
fires happen every year.” 
 
Wildfires burn millions of hectares of Russian forests each year. Russia’s worst wildfire season 
since records began was in 2021 when nearly 190,000sq km (73,400sq miles) – larger than the 
area of Syria or Uruguay – were incinerated. 
 
Although the situation has improved recently thanks to weather conditions and enhanced fire 
protections – only 10,000sq km (8,860sq miles) have burned so far this year – fires can occur 
nearly year-round, including within the Arctic Circle and during the winter, which had normally 
been spared. 
 
Another issue is melting permafrost, which lies beneath more than half of Russia’s surface. 
Permafrost, short for permanent frost, stores vast amounts of greenhouse gases and organic 
matter over millennia. When it thaws, this all gets released as the ground opens up. 
 
This accelerates climate change and causes more immediate complications. 
 
“Most of the transport links in the north are what’s known as winter roads,” Shadrin said, 
referring to paths cleared through the ice and snow. 
 
“In my village 30 years ago, the road was operational from the anniversary of the October 
Revolution [on November 7], and even on May 9 [Victory Day, another major Russian holiday], 
people were still celebrating in the district centre and returning. What we’re seeing now is the 
melting of permafrost, which means the ground surface we drive on is being destroyed. 
 
“Now, at best, the winter road opens just before or after the New Year, … and around mid-April, 
these winter roads are closed because of intense melting. In just 30 years, the lifespan of winter 
roads has been cut in half, and we don’t have any permanent alternatives in the tundra. There 
are no other roads there.” 
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Helicopters are used to fly in supplies and deal with emergencies in these isolated villages, but 
they are expensive. 
 
The thawing soil is a menace to other infrastructure, such as buildings, and the reappearance of 
organic material from centuries past can unleash dormant or ancient diseases. 
 
In 2016, an anthrax outbreak in Siberia was believed to have originated from an animal carcass 
that emerged on the surface. 
 
Climate commitments 
Officially, Russia remains committed to the Paris Agreement, which it formally joined in 2019, 
pledging to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions with the goal of carbon neutrality by 2060. 
 
But as things stand, to meet the Paris goals, Russia would have to scale back emissions 
enormously. Modern Russia prioritises sovereignty and development over environmental 
causes, and its Ministry of Foreign Affairs has called for funding “alternative” research into 
global warming while environmental regulations have been watered down to support 
sanctions-hit industries. 
 
“The state says that since 1990, Russia’s emissions, primarily CO2, have decreased more than 
any other country,” said Oleg Pluzhnikov, a former official from the Ministry of Economic 
Development who now works on international climate projects. 
 
“But if you look at this matter more or less objectively without the government’s rose-tinted 
glasses, then in reality, Russia is among the countries that are doing practically nothing about 
this.” 
 
According to Pluzhnikov, although Russia has many climate change and energy efficiency 
programmes on paper, in practice, little government funding has been allocated to them. 
 
“For the most part, all policy is now being shaped and implemented precisely with the interests 
of the fossil fuel industry in mind,” he said. 
 
Meanwhile, some observers fear that the departure of foreign firms after Russia’s full-scale 2022 
invasion of Ukraine has slowed down private investment in renewable energy. Meanwhile, the 
sanctions imposed on Russia and the exodus of foreign researchers have halted much-needed 
scientific cooperation across borders as well as the import of Western technology. 
 
However, Pluzhnikov said the question of whether sanctions have affected Russia’s climate 
efforts misses the point because the authorities have been making few genuine efforts anyway. 
 
“You can sanction someone who’s making progress, who’s developing something, right?” he 
continued. “But if there’s practically [no progress], what’s the point of sanctions? … Russia is 
now speculating on these sanctions to some extent. It says, ‘We can’t invest into low-carbon 
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development because we don’t have access to technology.’ … Well, we understand that this is 
complete nonsense and cannot be an excuse for inaction.” 
 
Nevertheless, decarbonisation continues slowly. Anastasia Pukhalskaya, rector of the 
Kaliningrad Institute for Advanced Training in Agribusiness and member of the Digoria Expert 
Club think tank, defended the government’s efforts. 
 
“On the one hand, the goal of achieving carbon neutrality by 2060 remains intact, and projects 
to modernise industry, improve energy efficiency and develop low-carbon technologies are 
being implemented. On the other hand, for such a large country with a powerful industry and 
vast natural resource reserves, the issue of sovereignty remains no less important,” she told Al 
Jazeera. 
 
Pukhalskaya said that while sanctions have “had an impact” on Russia’s move towards clean 
energy, they have also forced the country to explore “domestic solutions”. 
 
“Today, the climate agenda in Russia is becoming more sovereign. More attention is being paid 
to the development of domestic technologies, scientific research and the localisation of 
production,” she said. 
 
The Russian Climate Case 
Nevertheless, whatever Russia is doing is not enough for the plaintiffs of the Russian Climate 
Case. Although Russia left the ECHR in September 2022, the violations allegedly occurred 
before that date, so the case should still fall within the court’s jurisdiction, those behind the case 
argued. 
 
According to a complaint filed by the group’s lawyer Grigory Vaypan and seen by Al Jazeera, 
the case paperwork was lost, delaying proceedings, before a judge ruled the lawsuit 
inadmissible without providing any explanation. 
 
“I have over a decade of experience litigating cases at the ECHR, and I have never encountered 
such arbitrariness and chaos from the court as in this case,” Vaypan told Al Jazeera. 
 
The plaintiffs are planning to continue their efforts via other avenues, including appealing to the 
ECHR’s president and the United Nations human rights framework. 
 
“We do not know what the situation with Russia will be in the future as a lot depends on political 
developments,” Makichyan said. 
 
“But hopefully, at least on the international stage, people will continue paying attention to 
Russia’s environmental and climate policies since there are many diplomatic and economic 
ways to put pressure on the country.” 
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CEBU DAILY NEWS 
 
Tropical Depression Neneng forms in PAR; habagat rains to persist 
By: Holly Bacay 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The state weather bureau said Tuesday afternoon that the low-pressure 
area (LPA) inside the Philippine area of responsibility (PAR) has developed into a tropical 
depression (TD) named Neneng. 
 
In an advisory, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical Services 
Administration (Pagasa) reported that Tropical Depression Neneng was positioned 1,035 
kilometers east of Extreme Northern Luzon as of 2 p.m. 
 
Neneng 
Neneng has maximum sustained winds of 45 km per hour near the center and gustiness of up 
to 55 km per hour while moving northwestward at 20 km per hour. 
 
Pagasa weather specialist Benison Estareja said Neneng will not directly affect the country, 
although it is expected to draw in the southwest monsoon, or habagat, bringing occasional 
heavy rains over the country in the next few days. 
 
“Based on the latest satellite animation, the said typhoon does not yet have a direct impact. 
However, expect it to gradually draw in the southwest monsoon, which will bring occasional 
heavy rains over the next two days as Typhoon Neneng traverses the northern Philippine Sea,” 
Estareja said in Pagasa’s 5 p.m. weather advisory. 
 
According to Pagasa, Neneng is expected to cross the northern Philippine Sea and make 
landfall on or closely approach the Ryukyu Islands and northern Taiwan on Thursday before 
weakening into an LPA. 
 
Estareja said Neneng’s outer rain bands may graze Batanes and the Babuyan Islands, bringing 
gusty winds and occasional rains. 
 
“The Batanes and Babuyan group of islands could be grazed by the outer rain bands, bringing 
gusty winds and occasional heavy rains,” he added. 
 
Pagasa is also monitoring an LPA inside the PAR and another TD outside the PAR. 
 
The LPA inside the PAR, located 450 km west of Calayan, Cagayan, has a high chance of 
developing into a TD within the next 24 hours. 
 
READ: Habagat rains to persist through Friday but less intense 
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Estareja said the LPA is moving slowly away from the Philippine landmass toward southern 
China. 
 
“This means that even if it develops into a typhoon, there is a low probability of us experiencing 
a second or fourth typhoon this August, as it is moving toward the southern part of China,” he 
explained. 
 
Meanwhile, the TD outside the PAR was estimated at 3,160 km east of Northeastern Mindanao, 
with maximum sustained winds of 45 km per hour and gustiness of up to 55 km per hour. 
Pagasa said the system was almost stationary. 
 
The weather bureau earlier said the two LPAs may draw in the southwest monsoon, bringing 
rains over the western sections of the country until Friday, Aug. 21. /mcm 
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E&E NEWS 
 
The stock market may have a climate change problem 
By: Jean Chemnick 
 
The president’s favorite indicator of economic health will have to reckon with the woes of a 
warming planet. 
 
Climate change may be coming for your index funds, and the government is making those risks 
harder for investors to see, former regulators say. 
 
Spiking global temperatures are already affecting corporate bottom lines — making insurance 
harder to get, disrupting supply chains and lowering crop yields. Scientists say those and other 
climate change impacts will compound over the coming decades — especially in the absence of 
aggressive climate policies — and make debt and equities markets riskier. 
 
Some former regulators worry that those risks could filter through to plain-vanilla index funds 
and retirement portfolios. 
 
President Donald Trump has spent his first 18 months in office slashing policies across the 
federal government that were designed to cut emissions or prepare for a warming climate. 
Federal financial regulatory agencies have been no exception, with Trump appointees targeting 
rules that boosted the visibility of potential threats to markets and banking from more severe 
and frequent storms and floods, wildfires, sea-level rise and other climate impacts. The 
Securities and Exchange Commission’s proposal in May to scrap a rule requiring public 
companies to disclose climate information that may impact their corporate bottom lines is one 
case in point. 
 
Trump has taken great pride in the fact that his second term has been marked by stock market 
records. Last week on his Truth Social site, he posted that soaring equities values meant that 
under his leadership “investors know America is WINNING!” 
 
But his critics warn that by obscuring threats to the markets from climate change or from future 
policies to address it, Trump and his appointees are increasing the likelihood that there will be a 
sudden — and potentially brutal — repricing of assets at some point in the future when investors 
wake up to those risks. Allison Herren Lee, who led the Securities and Exchange Commission in 
2021, called climate risks “some of the most urgent, pressing — but non-transparent — 
investment risks we’ve seen in my lifetime.” 
 
“There’s broad agreement that climate risks pose a risk to the economy across the board that 
could then show up in people’s diversified investments and maybe even set off instability in the 
financial system,” said Mika Morse, who served as climate counsel at the SEC from 2021 to 
2025. 
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Former federal regulators worry that these risks may be growing out of sight of most investors, 
who may not have the tools to assess the true risk they’re carrying in their portfolios. 
 
“I think we’re flying blind in terms of what the true risks are, and where the hot spots are, which 
company or which sectors or which geographies may warrant the most attention,” said Nina 
Chen, who served as the chief climate risk official at the U.S. Office of the Comptroller of the 
Currency during the Biden administration and is now senior climate finance officer at the New 
York City comptroller’s office, which manages the city’s pension funds. 
 
She said it was difficult for even large institutional investors to make projections about the 
“cascading effects that can shake financial stability,” like widespread failures in the mortgage or 
insurance markets that could ripple across the economy. 
 
Those are the kinds of data gaps that the Biden administration was attempting to fill with policies 
and workstreams that have since been terminated. 
 
While many companies voluntarily release some information about climate goals and plans, 
there were no federal standards for those disclosures. 
 
In 2024, the SEC issued a regulation standardizing the way publicly traded companies disclose 
their vulnerabilities to climate change and any plans to mitigate them. Some large corporations 
were also required to provide emissions data. 
 
The rule never took effect after companies sued to stop it. Then last year, the independent 
regulatory commission voted to end its defense of the rule. In May, the SEC issued its repeal 
proposal on the basis that it didn’t give investors “material” information that would drive 
investment decisions. The SEC rule wasn’t the Biden administration’s only attempt to shed light 
on potential market risks from climate change. And most of those have fallen by the wayside 
since the start of the second Trump term. 
 
In 2023, the Federal Reserve System piloted a scenario analysis to help U.S. banks “identify, 
estimate, monitor, and manage” climate risks in their lending and investment portfolios. That 
effort has been discontinued. 
 
The Financial Stability Oversight Council, a regulatory and coordinating body created in the 
wake of the 2008 financial crisis to anticipate serious financial risks, in 2021 identified climate 
change as an “emerging and increasing threat to financial stability.” In 2025, the council 
dissolved its climate-risk committees, though the work continues at think tanks. 
 
Kevin Stiroh, a former senior adviser to the Board of Governors of the Fed, published a blog 
post in December inventorying those and other federal efforts of recent years to understand and 
communicate climate-related financial risks. Almost all of those have been mothballed. 
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That included the so-called Task Force on Climate-related Financial Risks, created in the last 
year of Trump’s first term within the international body that sets prudential standards for banks, 
which Stiroh co-chaired. 
 
In an interview with POLITICO, Stiroh lamented that federal policies to improve transparency 
and fill knowledge gaps had been conflated with unrelated activism around fossil fuels 
divestment. . 
 
“A risk is a risk,” he said. “It’s prudent and appropriate for financial policy to incorporate [these 
risks], and that is not a political statement at all. That is a fundamental risk management 
statement.” 
 
Dire projections 
There’s no shortage of dire projections about what climate change could eventually mean to 
domestic and global economies and equity values. 
 
The latest assessment by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change — the U.N.’s climate 
science body — expresses high confidence that increasingly severe floods, droughts and 
wildfires will sap value from housing, infrastructure, supply chains and agriculture. 
 
“[A]n increasingly significant portion of the growing value of financial capital (stocks in particular) 
may be disconnected from the value of underlying productive capital in the real economy,” it 
warned in 2023. 
 
The European Central Bank in June reported that droughts and harvest failures could have a 
“substantial inflationary effect,” with a single crop shock having the potential to increase prices 
by double digit percentages with “persistent inflationary consequences.” Inflation is associated 
with stock market declines. 
 
Warming also has the potential to make economies less productive. Research by the Nicholas 
Institute for Energy, Environment & Sustainability found that heat-related losses to the U.S. 
economy totaled $220 billion in 2023, nearly twice what they were in 2001. That included $38 
billion in productivity losses from the construction sector over those two decades. 
 
A 2022 analysis by the Deloitte Economics Institute found that if global temperatures rose to 3 
degrees Celsius later this century the U.S. economy would shed $14.5 trillion, or about 4 
percent of gross domestic product, between 2021 and 2070. 
 
Losses to the economy often filter through to the stock market. But high levels of uncertainty 
around climate impacts make planning especially difficult, said Gernot Wagner, a climate 
economist at Columbia Business School. 
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“Here’s what I’m afraid of: It’s going to be much bigger and sooner than most people 
appreciate,” said Wagner. “But it’ll hit us in surprising ways that you and I can’t predict right now, 
and that’s of course what makes it even bigger.” 
 
Wagner pointed to 2023, when smoke from wildfires in Canada traveled more than 400 miles to 
the world’s financial capital, turning the air in lower Manhattan orange and forcing the 
cancellation of Broadway shows and prompting Wall Street traders to work from home. 
 
“You can model risk, but you cannot model uncertainty, and that’s the problem,” he said. 
 
Climate-related financial risks fall broadly into two categories: “physical risks” — the tangible 
results of climate-fueled floods, droughts and fires — and “transition risks,” where government 
policies or market trends favor one set of industries over another. 
 
Physical risks might include company assets or production sites that are susceptible to wildfires 
or flooding. Supply chains and shipping lanes might be vulnerable to drought or some other 
event. Or a utility — like Hawaii Electric Industries or Pacific Gas & Electric Co. — might be 
forced to shell out millions when its equipment sparks a runaway blaze. 
 
Transition risks can also be opportunities. A future administration or Congress may enact 
policies that put a price on carbon or bolster lower-emissions industries like renewable energy 
or electric vehicles.. 
 
While these risks are generally foreseeable, former regulators say that a lack of federal 
standards for disclosure means investors don’t have detailed information about how individual 
companies may be planning for them — perhaps by diversifying supply chains or reducing their 
own emissions. 
 
“The problem at its root is mispriced assets,” said Herren Lee. “Investors do not have sufficient 
information to accurately price assets and allocate capital in line with their investment 
objectives.” 
 
But Robert Litterman, a former head of risk management at Goldman Sachs, said the loss of the 
SEC rule mattered little because companies are still required to disclose information material to 
their corporate values, including any vulnerabilities from climate change. And professional 
investors are paying attention to those risks. 
 
“I don’t see obvious mispricings that are going to be corrected in the short run,” said Litterman, 
who is also a founding partner of Kepos Capital. “That doesn’t mean there aren’t risks, and in 
fact, the risks can be growing, but if the exposures are already priced in it does mean that It’s 
not easy to make money by recognizing those exposures.” 
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Litterman said policies to price carbon and efforts to improve data about how carbon moves 
through the economy were bigger concerns for climate-conscious investors than the loss of the 
SEC climate disclosure rule. 
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GMA NEWS 
 
EXPLAINER: Why Mindanao is sweltering as heavy rains drench Luzon, Visayas 
By: Lyjah Tiffany Bonzo 
 
Since the country entered the rainy season in June, parts of Luzon and the Visayas have been 
repeatedly drenched by heavy rains, disrupting daily activities, flooding communities, and 
prompting class suspensions. 
 
Other parts of the country, however, are experiencing the opposite weather conditions. 
 
From last week through early this week, classes were suspended in parts of Mindanao—not 
because of flooding, but due to high heat indices that reached PAGASA’s “danger” category 
(42°C to 51°C), which can cause heat cramps, heat exhaustion, and heat stroke. 
 
So why is Mindanao experiencing hot and dry conditions while parts of Luzon and the Visayas 
are being battered by heavy rains? 
 
PAGASA weather specialist Chenel Dominguez told GMA News Online that the disparity is 
normal because of the Philippines’ size and varying climate patterns. 
 
She said that the country has four climate types, and Mindanao does not have a distinct wet 
season. 
 
“We have four climate types, and Mindanao does not have a distinct wet season. So when the 
rainy season begins in Luzon and the Visayas, it does not mean it is also the rainy season in 
Mindanao,” Dominguez said. 
 
This explains why Mindanao can experience hotter conditions during the Habagat season, 
which typically affects the western sections of Luzon and the Visayas, she added. 
 
“That is why they are experiencing hot weather right now—because they are not being affected 
by the Southwest Monsoon, or Habagat,” Dominguez said. 
 
Dominguez also said El Niño has caused tropical cyclones to recurve away from the country 
instead of moving closer to land. 
 
“Because of El Niño, tropical cyclones tend to recurve. They don't move close to our landmass, 
so the Habagat is more likely to be oriented toward Luzon and the western sections of the 
Visayas,” she said. 
 
According to PAGASA, rainfall in Mindanao is usually influenced by the Intertropical 
Convergence Zone (ITCZ), which is currently not affecting the region. 
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“Usually, the ITCZ, or Intertropical Convergence Zone, is what brings rain to Mindanao. 
Currently, Mindanao is not being affected by the ITCZ, which is another reason why they are 
experiencing hot weather,” Dominguez said. 
 
“Once the ITCZ develops and is oriented toward Mindanao, they may experience rainfall,” she 
said. 
 
The ITCZ is a region where the trade winds from the Northern and Southern Hemispheres 
converge. According to PAGASA, it is among the weather systems that can trigger the formation 
of low pressure areas and tropical cyclones. 
 
In the coming days, PAGASA forecasts rainfall mainly over the Zamboanga Peninsula. 
 
Dominguez also said there have been instances when the Habagat affected the entire 
Philippines, particularly when a tropical cyclone enhancing the monsoon was near the country's 
landmass. 
 
“There have been past instances when the entire Philippines was affected by the Southwest 
Monsoon, particularly when a tropical cyclone was close to our landmass,” she said. “When that 
happens, Mindanao can also experience rainfall." —VBL, GMA News 
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MEDIA UPDATE 
 
Communicating Climate Change: Moving From Fear and Anxiety to Positive Action 
 
For too long, the dominant narrative about climate change has been one of apocalypse: 
collapsing ice shelves, parched earth, species extinctions, bleached coral, catastrophic storms 
and even the current northern hemisphere heatwaves, conjure up fears of irreversible 
environmental calamity, says Willem Steenkamp, Senior Writer and Editor at Flow 
Communications. 
 
While climate change science justifies the urgency — we are indeed hurtling headlong towards 
disastrous changes to the Earth's climate — communicating the science has brought us to a 
psychological tipping point. Instead of galvanising us into action, relentless alarmism triggers 
climate anxiety: a chronic fear of environmental doom that leads to paralysis rather than 
participation. 
 
As communicators, we must recognise that fear only motivates people up to a point. In the face 
of a threat as enormous (and abstract) as global warming, our natural response to fear is often 
to freeze as a way of self-protection; to give in to our feelings of powerlessness. When the 
problem feels insurmountable, individual actions — such as recycling or saving water — appear 
trivial and pointless. 
 
Instead, to inspire meaningful change in the greater public, we must move beyond this 
doom-and-gloom approach and make the connection between urgency (the need to act) and 
agency (the ability to act). 
 
To be sure, we must be straightforward about the realities of climate change; there is no denying 
or sugar-coating it. But we must pair this honesty with practical, hopeful choices. People will not 
change their behaviour because they are frightened, but they most likely will if they believe their 
actions matter. 
 
This requires a shift from global abstractions to local realities. For example, for a resident of 
Cape Town, the threat of "day zero" water shortages is far more motivating to be water-wise 
than the melting of distant glaciers. By focusing on local solutions, such as water resilience or 
urban greening, we make addressing the climate crisis tangible and relevant. 
 
In South Africa, we have powerful stories to replace the narrative of catastrophe. Community-led 
carbon capture and storage initiatives in the Eastern Cape, for example, are not only addressing 
global warming, they're creating jobs and restoring ecosystems. 
 
In the Northern Cape, dozens of solar photovoltaic and concentrated solar power installations 
feed green electricity into our national grid, stimulating local employment and driving clean 
energy uptake by industrial users such as mines and factories throughout South Africa. 
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When we highlight successes such as these, we demonstrate that a sustainable future is not 
just necessary — it is desirable. And possible. 
 
As communicators, we also have to ditch technical jargon, which creates a barrier between 
experts and the public. Terms such as "anthropogenic", "carbon sequestration" or "mitigation 
strategies" sound smart but probably mean little to many people. Rather, we should use more 
accessible language: easy to grasp and culturally relevant to the audience. And use words like 
"we" and "our", emphasising our sense of collective responsibility. 
 
In a similar vein, we must move away from a one-size-fits-all approach to how we say things to 
various audiences: a small-scale farmer's concerns about crop failure are inherently different 
from a business executive's focus on ESG compliance, for instance. 
 
This is Communications 101: effective messaging always considers the audience first, and 
tailors the "ask" to what is achievable for that audience. 
 
Ultimately, our role is not to make the public more afraid; rather, it's to ensure that each of us 
feels like a protagonist in the story of environmental restoration, not a helpless witness to its 
collapse. Pairing credible information with local success stories and clear, actionable steps 
allows us to turn climate anxiety into climate action. 
 
And when people believe that they can make a difference, they usually do. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Habagat to prevail but Neneng won’t directly affect PH, says Pagasa 
By: Dianne Sampang 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The southwest monsoon or habagat will continue to prevail in Luzon 
and parts of Visayas on Wednesday although Tropical Depression Neneng is forecast to not 
directly affect the country, according to the state weather bureau.  
 
In the 5 a.m. weather forecast of the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical 
Services Administration (Pagasa), weather specialist Chenel Dominguez said that the 
southwest monsoon will bring rains over Luzon and western section of Visayas such as Aklan 
and Antique while the rest of Visayas and Mindanao will see fair weather conditions with 
chances of localized thunderstorms.  
 
Habagat will continue to bring heavy rainfall (100 to 200 millimeters of rainfall) over Zambales, 
Occidental Mindoro, and Bataan while Metro Manila, La Union, Benguet, Pangasinan, Ilocos 
Sur, Abra, Tarlac, Pampanga, Bulacan, Nueva Ecija, Cavite, Batangas, Laguna, Rizal, and 
Oriental Mindoro will experience significant rainfall (50-100 mm). With this, Dominguez warned 
of possible flooding and landslides. 
 
Meanwhile, Pagasa said that Neneng was last estimated 675 kilometers east of Itbayat, 
Batanes as of 4 a.m. It slightly decelerated as it was moving northwestward at 15 kilometers per 
hour (kph). 
 
It was carrying a maximum wind speed of 55 kph and gustiness of up to 70 kph.  
 
“Wala [itong] magiging direktang epekto sa ating bansa at patuloy na kumikilos patungong 
Taiwan kung saan magla-landfall ito by Friday (This will not have a direct effect in the country 
and it will continue to move towards Taiwan where it will make landfall by Friday),” Dominguez 
said.  
 
Pagasa also noted that Neneng will continue to move generally westward and may make 
landfall over the eastern coast of Taiwan between Thursday afternoon and Friday morning. It is 
also forecast to remain as a tropical depression in the next 36 hours before it weakens into a 
remnant low on Friday morning. 
 
Tropical depressions outside PH 
As there are two tropical depressions outside the country, Dominguez shared that the tropical 
cyclone located 670 km west of Calayan, Cagayan will not directly affect the country. It was 
carrying a maximum wind speed of 45 kph and gustiness of up to 55 kph.  
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Meanwhile, the tropical depression estimated 3,090 km east of Northeastern Mindanao is 
expected to enhance the southwest monsoon that will bring rains in huge parts of the country 
next week. It was packing a maximum wind speed of 55 kph and gustiness of up to 75 kph. /mr 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
Mindanao, Yunnan seek stronger trade ties in agri, energy, tourism 
 
DAVAO CITY — Mindanao Development Authority (MinDA) Secretary Leo Tereso Magno met 
with officials from Yunnan Province, China on Monday and offered them new investment 
opportunities. 
 
The meeting sought to develop practical business linkages in agriculture, food processing, 
renewable energy, tourism, logistics and other sectors where Mindanao and Yunnan have 
complementary strengths. 
 
In a news release, Magno said the engagement focused on presenting Mindanao's economic 
strengths and investment prospects while identifying concrete areas for trade and business 
cooperation with Yunnan Province. 
 
He highlighted Mindanao's strategic location, abundant resources, strong agricultural base, and 
expanding agro-industrial sector as key advantages for investors and international partners. 
 
"With fertile soils, a strategic position facing ASEAN neighbors within BIMP-EAGA (Brunei 
Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines - East ASEAN Growth Area) and an expanding 
agro-industrial sector, Mindanao offers an ideal platform for high-value processing, trade, and 
sustainable investment," Magno said. 
 
He cited President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.'s thrust for an open and investor-friendly business 
environment, supported by MinDA's facilitation efforts, including the Mindanao Development 
Corridors and initiatives that strengthen linkages among investors, local governments and 
implementing agencies. 
 
"The President's push for stronger international economic partnerships is reinforced by MinDA's 
BIMP-EAGA engagement, positioning Mindanao as a strategic gateway for trade, investment, 
and regional cooperation," Magno added. 
 
Ma Jun, deputy director general of the Department of Commerce of Yunnan, highlighted 
potential cooperation in agriculture, food processing, flowers and vegetables, energy, and other 
industries. 
 
"We believe there are opportunities for cooperation in food processing and other industries, 
including energy, and we look forward to strengthening investment and trade between Yunnan 
and Mindanao," Ma said. 
 
MinDA Executive Director Undersecretary Janet Lopoz underscored the agency's role in 
facilitating investments across Mindanao and the BIMP-EAGA sub-region, emphasizing its 
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commitment to connecting investors with opportunities and making it easier for businesses to 
establish and expand in the region. 
 
"We hope this engagement is only the first of many meetings between MinDA, our Mindanao 
business sector and Yunnan Province. May this exchange serve as a strong foundation for 
lasting partnerships, increased trade, and shared prosperity," she said. (Che Palicte/PNA) 
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RAPPLER 
 
Luzon still faces moderate to intense monsoon rain; LPA may become Neneng 
By: Acor Arceo 
 
The southwest monsoon continues to affect Luzon and the Visayas on Tuesday, August 18, 
while PAGASA is now monitoring two low pressure areas, one of which could soon develop into 
a tropical depression 
 
MANILA, Philippines – The southwest monsoon or habagat will dump more rain in Luzon and 
the Visayas on Tuesday, August 18, with nearly half of Luzon told to brace for significant rainfall 
during the day. 
 
This would pose more problems for many areas, including Metro Manila, which had been 
inundated by flash floods on Monday, August 17. 
 
Here is the updated three-day rainfall outlook from the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical, 
and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA), issued at 5 am on Tuesday: 
 
Tuesday, August 18 
 
Heavy to intense rain (100-200 millimeters): Benguet, La Union, Pangasinan, Zambales, 
Bataan, Cavite, Batangas, Occidental Mindoro 
Moderate to heavy rain (50-100 mm): Metro Manila, Ilocos Sur, Abra, Tarlac, Pampanga, 
Bulacan, Nueva Ecija, Laguna, Rizal, Oriental Mindoro, Antique 
Wednesday, August 19 
 
Heavy to intense rain (100-200 mm): Benguet, La Union, Pangasinan, Zambales, Bataan, 
Occidental Mindoro 
Moderate to heavy rain (50-100 mm): Ilocos Sur, Tarlac, Pampanga, Bulacan, Nueva Ecija, 
Metro Manila, Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal, Oriental Mindoro 
Thursday, August 20 
 
Moderate to heavy rain (50-100 mm): Ilocos Norte, Ilocos Sur, La Union, Benguet, Pangasinan, 
Zambales, Bataan, Tarlac, Pampanga, Occidental Mindoro 
 
For Tuesday, the southwest monsoon will also bring scattered rain and thunderstorms to the 
rest of Luzon, the rest of Western Visayas, and the Negros Island Region, as well as isolated 
rain showers or thunderstorms to Central Visayas and Eastern Visayas. 
 
Amid persistent rain, authorities are still closely monitoring the water levels of dams and rivers. 
 
In Metro Manila, the Marikina River’s water level had returned to normal by early Tuesday 
morning, at 14.8 meters as of 5:58 am. On Monday, it had reached 16.9 meters, equivalent to 
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the second alarm, which means preemptive evacuation is advised for residents who may be 
affected if the river overflows. 
 
The water level of the La Mesa Dam in Quezon City was at 79.69 meters as of 5 am on 
Tuesday — still above its critical level of 79.50 meters but below its spilling level of 80.15 
meters. Excess water from the dam would flow into the Tullahan River, and possible flooding 
could affect communities in Quezon City, Caloocan City, Malabon City, Navotas City, and 
Valenzuela City. 
 
Mindanao is not affected by the southwest monsoon and will continue to have hot and humid 
conditions, but there may be localized thunderstorms. 
 
Meanwhile, as of 2 am on Tuesday, the low pressure area (LPA) being monitored inside the 
Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) already has a high chance of developing into a tropical 
depression within 24 hours. 
 
The LPA was last spotted 1,115 kilometers east of Northern Luzon at 3 am. If it becomes a 
tropical depression, it would be given the local name Neneng. 
 
The potential Neneng is projected to head for Taiwan, which is inside PAR. 
 
Another LPA just formed outside PAR, too. It was located 295 kilometers west northwest of 
Laoag City, Ilocos Norte, as of 3 am on Tuesday. 
 
The second LPA has a medium chance of developing into a tropical depression in the next 24 
hours, but PAGASA Weather Specialist Veronica Torres said it is not expected to enter PAR. 
 
The weather bureau previously said potential tropical cyclones may enhance the southwest 
monsoon during the week. 
 
PAGASA expects up to four tropical cyclones to develop within or enter PAR in August. There 
have already been two during the month — Tropical Depression Luis and Tropical Storm 
Maymay (Kujira). 
 
The southwest monsoon, Luis, and Maymay combined have left at least 23 people dead, 17 
injured, and one missing, according to the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 
Council (NDRRMC). 
 
The bad weather in August has affected nearly 5 million people or 1.43 million families across 
10 regions, based on NDRRMC data. 
 
So far, the estimated cost of damage to infrastructure is pegged at P3.4 billion, while the 
estimated cost of damage to agriculture is over P689 million. – Rappler.com 
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THE STAR  
 
Climate change is driving record heat in Europe's seas, scientists say 
By: Kate Abnett 
 
BRUSSELS, Aug 19 (Reuters) - Human-caused ⁠climate change was the main driver of recent 
record-breaking sea temperatures around Europe, scientists said ⁠on Wednesday, warning of 
severe consequences for marine ecosystems and coastal communities. 
 
Europe's seas have ‌not escaped the extreme heat that many countries have endured this 
summer. Last month, the average temperature in the Mediterranean was 27 degrees Celsius 
(81 degrees Fahrenheit), the highest for any July on record, while an offshore buoy near 
Mallorca recorded 33 C ​in early August. 
 
Human-caused climate change has added about 2 C ⁠of warming to the Mediterranean and 
around ⁠1.4 C to Western European seas, according to an analysis by the World Weather 
Attribution (WWA) group, which ⁠uses ‌peer-reviewed methods to assess global warming's role in 
extreme weather events. 
 
"This has the potential to completely reshape ecosystems that coastal communities rely on for 
food and income, and drive damaging extreme ⁠weather on land too," said Claire Bergin, a 
climate scientist at ​Ireland's Maynooth University and a ‌co-author of the study. 
 
The analysis found that peak sea temperatures recorded this year in the ⁠eastern and western 
​Mediterranean and along the Bay of Biscay and Iberian coast would have been "virtually 
impossible" without human-caused climate change. 
 
In the Celtic Sea, off Britain and Ireland, the most extreme temperatures recorded would have 
been expected only about once a ⁠century in a world without human-caused climate change, it 
found. 
 
Hotter ​seas increase humidity and overnight temperatures in coastal areas and can help fuel 
intense storms later in the year. 
 
Greenhouse gas emissions, mainly from burning fossil fuels, have raised the planet's average 
temperature to around 1.4 C ⁠above pre-industrial levels, according to the World Meteorological 
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Organization. This hotter baseline means the high-pressure atmospheric systems that cause 
heatwaves can reach higher temperatures. 
 
Sea temperature spikes can cause mass die-offs of species such as corals and disrupt food 
supplies for birds and mammals, with knock-on effects through food chains. 
 
John Bruno, a ​marine ecologist at the University of North Carolina, said some species were 
⁠moving north to seek cooler waters, but not all could adapt. 
 
"We are rapidly approaching the absolute biological limits ​of adaptation for many species," he 
said. 
 
According to the WWA ‌analysis, about 90% of the Bay of Biscay and ​80% of the western 
Mediterranean have experienced marine heatwave conditions this year. Without global warming, 
that figure would have been closer to 40%. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
27 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UCA NEWS 
 
US Catholic climate initiative draws lessons from Asia 
 
Parish initiative seeks to strengthen Church’s response to climate and ecological crises 
 
A Catholic-led climate initiative in the United States is drawing lessons from the impacts of 
climate change in Asia and the experiences of Asian communities as it seeks to strengthen the 
global Church's response to ecological crises. 
 
The approach was highlighted during an Aug. 15 training session for "Cry of the Earth, Cry of 
the Poor," a nationwide, parish-focused initiative that promotes listening sessions on climate 
change and environmental justice. 
 
Although the initiative is centered in the US, its core questions mirror challenges faced daily by 
millions across Asia, where rising seas, deadly heat waves, floods, droughts and displacement 
have become increasingly common. 
 
Asia is warming at nearly twice the global average, contributing to a rise in extreme weather 
events, according to the World Meteorological Organization. 
 
The Asian Development Bank has projected that climate change could reduce the region's 
gross domestic product by 17% by 2070. 
 
Rising ocean temperatures are intensifying some tropical cyclones, while sea levels across the 
Pacific and Indian oceans are rising faster than the global average of 3.4 millimeters per year, 
threatening coastal deltas and contaminating farmland with saltwater. 
 
In Asia's high-altitude regions, rapidly retreating glaciers are increasing the risk of catastrophic 
glacial lake outburst floods while threatening the freshwater security of more than 1 billion 
people, according to the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development. 
 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the United Nations body responsible for 
assessing climate science, has warned that by 2080, worsening heat waves could expose about 
1 billion people in urban areas across South and Southeast Asia to potentially lethal heat for at 
least 30 days a year. 
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Julia McStravog, a senior adviser for the Synod at the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, said the US initiative reflects the broader goals of the global synodal process. 
 
"The work that you are doing today is to enhance the communion that exists within the Church 
and particularly within your local church. You're enhancing that communion through your 
participation in a style of conversation that's been happening globally," McStravog told 
participants. 
 
During the training, participants were introduced to the "Conversation in the Spirit" method, 
which encourages people to avoid arguing or defending their positions and instead focus on 
attentive listening and reflection. 
 
Bishop Joseph Tyson of Yakima, Washington, linked climate change to migration, extreme 
weather and the growing burden on younger generations. 
 
"We are all aware in a variety of ways that the climate crisis is the chief driver on so many key 
issues. Climate crisis, we know, is the number one driver for migration around the world," Tyson 
said. 
 
Tyson also pointed to rising temperatures and increasingly destructive wildfires. 
 
"All of us have been affected in many parts of our country by fires. The earth is drying out," he 
said. 
 
The listening sessions will generally be held in small groups of six or seven people and are 
expected to last two to 2.5 hours. They are planned to coincide with or follow the Season of 
Creation, an annual Christian observance held from Sept. 1 to Oct. 4. 
 
Participants will be asked how ecological crises affect their daily lives and major decisions. 
Training materials encourage reflection on experiences involving health, extreme weather, 
climate change, pollution, electricity and water, as well as how such challenges influence 
present and future choices. 
 
A second discussion question asks how participants would like the Church to accompany 
communities facing environmental challenges. Suggested areas for reflection include pastoral 
and spiritual care, partnerships, ministries, structural reforms and practical action. 
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WYOMING PUBLIC MEDIA  
 
Climate change is reshaping Western forests — and the water and fire risks they face 
By: Kaleb Roedel 
 
As the climate warms, some mountain trees are moving higher up, while others are spreading 
downhill. Scientists say something inside the trees may explain why. And that split could 
reshape watersheds and wildfire risk. 
For years, scientists have expected mountain trees to move upslope in search of cooler 
conditions. But a new global study found nearly one-third of tree species are moving downhill 
instead. 
 
That matters because where trees grow can affect how forests burn and how much water they 
soak up before it flows downstream to rural communities, cities and farms. 
 
So why are some trees moving in one direction while others head the other way? 
 
The answer may lie in how trees move water. 
 
Tim Rademacher, a researcher at the University of Vermont and a co-author of the study, says 
some species can move water quickly and efficiently, helping them grow. But that efficiency 
comes with a cost. 
 
“That also makes them vulnerable to drought,” Rademacher said. “And there's kind of a 
trade-off, so a tree cannot be both; a tree cannot be really efficient and safe.” 
 
That may help explain why some species are quicker to track cooler conditions uphill, while 
others can better tolerate warming at lower elevations and expand downhill. 
 
The researchers looked at tree-ring records and climate data from tens of thousands of trees, 
along with observations of how more than 100 mountain tree species have shifted their ranges. 
They found that how trees move and manage water was a better predictor of which direction 
they moved than the rate of warming alone. 
 
In the West, Douglas fir and ponderosa pine are among the species moving higher. Whitebark 
pine trees, already found near mountaintops, are moving down. 
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That difference could make some species more difficult to conserve. Trees moving uphill can 
eventually run out of room as they approach mountaintops, where there's less habitat available. 
Other species may have more room to expand at lower elevations. 
 
“Knowing which species are moving up, where there's less space, versus which species are 
moving down, where there's more space is really important when it comes to managing our 
expectations for future ecosystems and also trying to set conservation efforts,” Rademacher 
said. 
 
The study doesn't predict exactly what any one Western forest will look like in the future, but, 
Rademacher said, it gives scientists and land managers a better way to anticipate which 
species may be most vulnerable, and which may be better equipped to adapt. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
DAILY TRIBUNE  
 
Big break for bamboo 
 
House Bill 10312 requires government agencies to progressively increase the use of bamboo in 
public infrastructure projects. 
 
Support is swelling for the economic exploitation of bamboo. 
 
The House of Representatives approved on second reading House Bill 10312, entitled “An Act 
Mainstreaming The Use Of Bamboo As A Sustainable And Climate-Resilient Material For The 
Built Environment” on 5 August 2026. The bill seeks to mainstream the use of bamboo in 
construction and establishes a national framework for its use in the country’s construction sector 
by developing uniform standards for its design, engineering, certification and application in both 
public and private construction projects, according to bill sponsor Antipolo City Rep. Philip 
Conrad M. Acop. 
 
The frameworks are the Bamboo Architectural Code and a Bamboo Structural Code, which will 
be integrated into the country’s architectural and structural codes to ensure the safe and 
standardized use of bamboo in construction. 
 
Under the bill, the Department of Public Works and Highways will also establish certification 
systems for bamboo products and streamline the permitting process for bamboo-based projects. 
 
The bill also requires government agencies to progressively increase the use of bamboo in 
public infrastructure projects, with at least 30 percent of wood-based requirements sourced from 
bamboo within three years and 50 percent within five years, subject to supply availability. It 
further provides fiscal and non-fiscal incentives, including tax and duty exemptions, financing 
support, insurance coverage, and regulatory incentives for bamboo farmers, cooperatives, 
processors and investors. 
 
Meanwhile, the Mindanao Bamboost Forum: The South Cotabato Experience happened on 7 
August 2026, at The Farm @ Carpenter Hill, South Cotabato. 
 
The organizers were Base Bahay Foundation, the South Cotabato Bamboo Industry 
Development Council, the Provincial Government of South Cotabato, the Mindanao 
Development Authority, the Department of Science and Technology Region XII, the Mahintana 
Foundation, Dole Philippines and the ChildFund Philippines. 
 
The event has an exhibit where the South Cotabato State College showcased innovative 
BambooPel (bamboo paper) and PalayPel (rice straw paper) developed by students. 
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The BambooPel is derived from bamboo fibers, demonstrating the versatility of the grass 
beyond construction. 
 
The forum featured discussions on strengthening the bamboo value chain, showcasing 
bamboo-based technologies and projects, and encouraging wider adoption of bamboo in both 
public and private sector construction. 
 
“Climate action must translate into solutions that are practical, scalable, and responsive to the 
realities of our communities. Bamboo offers an opportunity to connect resilience with 
sustainable development by harnessing a locally available resource for climate-responsive 
construction,” Climate Change Commission vice chairperson and executive director Robert E.A. 
Borje said. 
 
Borje added that the country’s ambition for bamboo should go beyond producing raw materials. 
“The goal should be to create greater value through research, engineering, design, 
manufacturing, and construction, allowing more of the industry’s economic value to remain in 
the country,” he said. 
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
CCC, Valenzuela school agree to advance climate education 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) announced last week the signing of a memorandum of 
understanding with the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Valenzuela (PLV), affirming a shared 
commitment to advance climate education, youth engagement and capacity-building initiatives 
that strengthen climate action and national resilience. Vocational& Continuing Education 
 
The partnership seeks to foster greater collaboration between the CCC and PLV in developing 
climate-aware and engaged students, while creating opportunities for the academe to contribute 
to climate action through education, research, community engagement and capacity-building. 
 
“The partnership with PLV provides an opportunity to bring climate action closer to young people 
and the communities they represent,” said CCC vice chairperson and executive director Robert 
E.A. Borje. 
 
“By strengthening climate knowledge and leadership among students, we help prepare a 
generation that can contribute meaningfully to a more resilient and sustainable Philippines,” he 
added. 
 
Signed on July 30, the partnership reflects the CCC’s continuing efforts to expand collaboration 
with academic institutions in mainstreaming climate action and developing future leaders who 
can help build climate-resilient and sustainable communities. Weather 
 
It also supports the implementation of the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023–2050, 
developed under the administration of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., which provides a 
long-term framework for strengthening the country’s resilience to the impacts of climate change 
and advancing climate adaptation across sectors and levels of governance. 
 
PLV is a local public higher education institution established by the city government of 
Valenzuela to provide accessible and quality tertiary education to its residents. 
 
It offers academic programs in education, engineering, business, public administration, 
information technology, health sciences and other fields that contribute to local and national 
development. 
 
The university also promotes instruction, research, extension and community engagement, 
including initiatives supporting sustainability, disaster resilience, civic participation and local 
governance. 
 
“The CCC remains committed to strengthening partnerships with the academe, civil society, 
private sector, local governments and other stakeholders to advance science-based, inclusive 
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and people-centered climate action toward a climate-resilient, sustainable, and prosperous 
Philippines,” the commission said. 
 

   =END= 
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