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Obet enters PAR, nears super typhoon strength

Obet to exit PAR in 12 hours, no longer expected to become super typhoon

The world inches toward catastrophic climate events: ‘Bigger shocks are on the way’
Typhoon Obet exited PAR on Monday evening; 2 tropical cyclones under monitoring
WALANG PASOK: Class suspensions for Tuesday, August 25, 2026

No more wasted crops: DA sets plan to stop food spoilage after storms

DENR pushes climate resilience as national security priority

Obet maintains strength, stays far from PH landmass

Philippines must lead ASEAN climate security push, says top envi officials

PH urged to lead Asean climate security push

ABS CBN

Obet enters PAR, nears super typhoon strength
By: Ariel Rojas

MANILA — Saudel neared super typhoon strength as it entered the Philippine area of
responsibility on Monday, according to PAGASA.

Obet to exit PAR in 12 hours, no longer expected to become super typhoon
By: Ariel Rojas

MANILA — Typhoon Obet (international name: Saudel) is no longer forecast to reach super
typhoon strength and may exit the Philippine area of responsibility in 12 hours, according to
PAGASA.

AP NEWS

The world inches toward catastrophic climate events: ‘Bigger shocks are on the way’
By: Peter Prengaman

NEW YORK (AP) — In the opening scene of American writer Kim Stanley Robinson’s “The
Ministry for the Future,” a heat wave combined with a breakdown of the electrical grid in India
kills 20 million people. The devastation causes the world’s nations to unite to combat climate
change.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/8/24/saudel-nearing-super-typhoon-strength-ahead-of-par-entry-1157
https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/8/24/obet-to-exit-par-in-12-hours-no-longer-expected-to-become-super-typhoon-1743
https://apnews.com/article/climate-change-disaster-big-one-threat-5b062254250a759483c94376d32ae478

GMA NEWS

Typhoon Obet exited PAR on Monday evening; 2 tropical cyclones under monitoring

Two tropical cyclones still under monitoring after Typhoon Obet exited the Philippine Area of
Responsibility (PAR) on Monday evening, PAGASA reported.

WALANG PASOK: Class suspensions for Tuesday, August 25, 2026

Classes for Tuesday, Aug. 25, 2026, have been suspended in some areas due to bad weather.

MANILA BULLETIN

No more wasted crops: DA sets plan to stop food spoilage after storms
By: Dexter Barro Il

The Department of Agriculture (DA) is looking to strengthen its early-warning systems to prevent
farm losses from market disruptions such as storms, after the agriculture sector reported nearly
P2 billion in damages due to recent weather disturbances.

MANILA STANDARD

DENR pushes climate resilience as national security priority
By: Othel V. Campos

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is pushing for climate
resilience to be treated as a national security priority, warning that environmental threats can
worsen socioeconomic vulnerabilities, resource scarcity and instability.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Obet maintains strength, stays far from PH landmass
By: Mary Joy Salcedo

MANILA, Philippines — Typhoon Obet has maintained its strength and is expected to remain far
from the country’s landmass, according to the state weather bureau on Monday.

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

Philippines must lead ASEAN climate security push, says top envi officials

The Philippines, as this year’s chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
should lead efforts to mobilize climate finance, technology and partnerships while making
climate resilience part of the region’s security agenda.


https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/weather/content/999680/typhoon-obet-exited-par-on-monday-evening-2-tropical-cyclones-under-monitoring/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/serbisyopubliko/walangpasok/999632/walang-pasok-class-suspensions-for-tuesday-august-25-2026/story/
https://mb.com.ph/2026/08/24/no-more-wasted-crops-da-sets-plan-to-stop-food-spoilage-after-storms
https://manilastandard.net/business/economy-trade/314782877/denr-pushes-climate-resilience-as-national-security-priority.html
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2291121/obet-maintains-strength-stays-far-from-ph-landmass
https://pia.gov.ph/press-release/philippines-must-lead-asean-climate-security-push-says-top-envi-officials/

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

PH urged to lead Asean climate security push
By: Bernadette E. Tamayo

THE Philippines, this year’s Asean (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) chairman, should
lead efforts to make climate resilience part of the region's security agenda, Environment
Secretary Juan Miguel Cuna said.

Information and Knowledge Management Division


https://www.manilatimes.net/2026/08/25/news/national/ph-urged-to-lead-asean-climate-security-push/2411136

ABS CBN

Obet enters PAR, nears super typhoon strength
By: Ariel Rojas

MANILA — Saudel neared super typhoon strength as it entered the Philippine area of
responsibility on Monday, according to PAGASA.

The typhoon was given the local name Obet.

At 4 p.m., it was spotted 1,430 km east of Luzon's northern tip, packing maximum sustained
winds of 165 kilometers per hour and up to 205 kph gusts.

Moving west northwestward at 30 kph, Obet is expected to stay only briefly inside PAR.

The typhoon will remain far from the Philippine landmass and follow a wide reversed-U track
toward mainland China.

But Obet will enhance the southwest monsoon or Habagat going to the weekend, bringing
increased rainfall over the western section of Luzon, including Metro Manila. Flooding and
landslides are expected in affected areas.

Meanwhile, the tropical depression east of southern Luzon intensified into a tropical storm
Monday morning and was assigned the international name Atsani, which means thunderbolt in
Thai.

At 8 a.m., it was located 1,325 kilometers east of southeastern Luzon, packing maximum winds
of 65 kph with gusts up to 80 kph and moving northeastward at 25 kph.

Atsani has been gradually moving away from the country since Sunday afternoon and is no
longer expected to enter the PAR.

It will follow an arc-like track near the PAR eastern boundary as it interacts with the much
stronger typhoon Saudel before eventually merging with its broader circulation.

On the other hand, tropical depression Gaenari is over the Taiwan Strait and is about to make
landfall over mainland China.

At 8 a.m., it was located 505 kilometers north northwest of Batanes. It will not re-enter the PAR
or affect the country.

Presently, Habagat is affecting Luzon, with scattered rains over llocos Region, Cordillera,
Cagayan Valley, and Central Luzon.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/8/24/saudel-nearing-super-typhoon-strength-ahead-of-par-entry-1157

As of 11 a.m., Yellow Rainfall Warning is in effect over Batanes; Badoc, llocos Norte; northern
llocos Sur; and western Abra.

Metro Manila and the rest of the country will remain warm and humid, with possible isolated rain
showers or thunderstorms in the afternoon or evening.



Obet to exit PAR in 12 hours. no longer expected to become super typhoon
By: Ariel Rojas

MANILA — Typhoon Obet (international name: Saudel) is no longer forecast to reach super
typhoon strength and may exit the Philippine area of responsibility in 12 hours, according to
PAGASA.

The storm entered the PAR at 1:20 p.m. on Monday.
At 4 p.m., it was located 1,350 kilometers east northeast of Extreme Northern Luzon.

It has maximum sustained winds of 165 kilometers per hour with gustiness up to 205 kph and is
moving west northwestward at 30 kph.

No wind signals will be raised as Obet will remain far from the Philippine landmass and not
directly affect the country's weather.

It will follow a wide reversed-U track while moving toward mainland China.

Obet will enhance the southwest monsoon or Habagat going to the weekend, bringing increased
rainfall over the western section of Luzon, including Metro Manila.

Moderate to heavy rains or about 50 to 100 millimeters of rain may affect Zambales beginning
Tuesday afternoon, extending to Bataan and Occidental Mindoro from Wednesday afternoon,
and eventually spreading to the rest of western Luzon, including Metro Manila through the
weekend.

Flooding and landslides are expected in these areas.
Meanwhile, Tropical Storm Atsani was located 1,765 kilometers east of Central Luzon with
maximum winds of 65 kph with gusts up to 80 kph and is moving east northeastward at 35 kph

at 3 p.m.

The storm will follow an arc-like path near the eastern PAR boundary as it interacts with the
much stronger Typhoon Obet before eventually merging with its broader circulation.

On the other hand, Tropical Depression Gaenari weakened after it made landfall over mainland
China.

It was located 505 kilometers north northwest of Batanes Monday afternoon. It will weaken
further and eventually dissipate.

Habagat is currently affecting Luzon, with scattered rains over llocos Region, Cordillera,
Cagayan Valley, Central Luzon, Metro Manila, and parts of CALABARZON.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2026/8/24/obet-to-exit-par-in-12-hours-no-longer-expected-to-become-super-typhoon-1743




AP NEWS

The world inches toward catastrophic climate events: ‘Bigger shocks are on the way’
By: Peter Prengaman

NEW YORK (AP) — In the opening scene of American writer Kim Stanley Robinson’s “The
Ministry for the Future,” a heat wave combined with a breakdown of the electrical grid in India
kills 20 million people. The devastation causes the world’s nations to unite to combat climate
change.

Scientists have long warned that the world will experience more intense extreme weather
events like heat waves, storms, floods and droughts. But what once seemed like the realm of
fiction is now discussed as a possibility, even an inevitability.

Warning about an “extreme of extremes” or the “Other Big One,” a play off the California
reference of a big future earthquake, can be fraught. After all, nobody can say for sure when a
weather catastrophe may happen. But in the last few years, the planetary ingredients needed
for a massive disturbance have been building. And alarm is growing.

“The risk is that people just think you are exaggerating,” said Daniel Swain, a climate scientist
with the California Institute for Water Resources. “It's the ‘Boy Who Cried Wolf problem.
Sometimes wolves are real. If it's outside the door, wouldn’t you want to know?”

In the 1850s, while living in Seneca Falls, New York, amateur scientist Eunice Newton Foote did
a series of experiments that put different substances, including carbon dioxide and moist air,
inside glass cylinders and left them in the sun. What she found was extraordinary: cylinders with
carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas that is released when coal, gas or oil is burned, heated up
faster and took longer to cool after the sun went down.

Fast-forward: Today, Earth is being heated by massive amounts of greenhouse gases being
pumped into the atmosphere, leading to a gradual rise in average global temperature. That
increase, 1.44 degrees Celsius (2.59 degrees Fahrenheit) warmer in 2025 compared to the
early 1800s, leads to more frequent, and more intense, extreme weather events.

The country that has released the most greenhouse gas, and thus contributed most to climate
change, is the United States. But don’t expect recognition of that, much less major
government-led efforts to combat it, as the country marks its 250th birthday. President Donald
Trump has called climate change “the greatest con job ever,” referred to climate policies as a
“Green New Scam” and said U.N. climate predictions were made by “stupid people.”

At any given time there are numerous extreme weather events happening around the globe.
Indeed, some have already been so big that we have arguably entered an age of extremes.


https://apnews.com/article/climate-change-disaster-big-one-threat-5b062254250a759483c94376d32ae478

Consider Australia’s “Black Summer” of wildfires in 2019 and 2020, when 19 million hectares
(over 46 million acres) were scorched. Or Pakistan in 2022, when flooding left a third of the
country under water. Or Hurricanes Milton and Helene in 2024, which ravaged parts of the
southern United States. That is to say nothing of periodic smaller disasters, such as last year’s
Texas floods that engulfed young campers; the Los Angeles wildfires that chewed through entire
neighborhoods; and Typhoon Kalmaegi, which walloped Vietnam and the Philippines.

Sarah Perkins-Kirkpatrick, a climate scientist at Australian National University, says she had a
“‘come to Jesus moment” when she realized that constant extreme weather events wouldn’t stop
even if the world could immediately reach net zero, the point when as much greenhouse gas is
taken out of the atmosphere as released into it. Many countries and major companies have
net-zero targets for 2050 or beyond.

Because carbon dioxide can remain in the atmosphere for hundreds of years, and so much has
already built up, the damage could take centuries to reverse. And we keep adding more.

“It's the issue of the frog in the boiling water,” said Perkins-Kirkpatrick. “If we get used to bracing
ourselves, are we going to notice?”

What’s clear is that no country is truly prepared for a major climate disaster, and the risks are
changing.

Robinson, whose book was published in 2020, says if he were writing today he would include a
chapter on wildfires, which have become larger and more destructive. And while the potential
heat disaster he writes about in India would arguably be less likely today, thanks to less reliance
on the grid and use of solar power, Robinson believes the risks of catastrophe have increased.

The book, he says, “still has a purpose.”

It's basic psychology to avoid talking about uncomfortable things. Climate change, depressing
and overwhelming, falls into that category.

Instead of taking action by radically reducing greenhouse gas emissions, or updating our
infrastructure to live in a world altered by extreme weather events, a common response, from
governments to individuals has largely been to ignore it. Part of the challenge is the care
scientists must take when discussing extreme events.

It's impossible to say, for example, that a disaster will happen in a certain year or even decade.
But modeling improves every year, and the amount of time between extreme events is
shrinking.

Sonia Seneviratne is a Swiss climatologist who vice chairs a working group of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the top U.N. body of climate scientists.
Seneviratne likens the risk to smoking and lung cancer. People who smoke won’t necessarily



get lung cancer, but the chances are higher and doctors should say that. Similarly, the risk of
massive extreme events rises with every tenth of a degree.

‘If such an event happened, | could already see the criticism of people saying, ‘Climate
scientists didn’t tell us,” Seneviratne said. “But we did.”

While earthquakes are not connected to climate change, the way many cities in
earthquake-prone California have prepared for a potential Big One is as an example of what’s
possible. Central to that effort has been Lucy Jones, a seismologist and author of “The Big
Ones: How Natural Disasters Have Shaped Us (and What We Can Do About Them).”

In 2014, Jones, then with the U.S. Geological Survey, worked with Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti's administration in developing an initiative that produced widespread retrofitting and
earthquake preparedness in LA, and then later in other California cities. Two years later, she
formed a nonprofit that advises on preparing for earthquakes and other disasters.

Jones says people will make changes if they believe risks are real and solutions are possible.
Without that belief, the response will likely be to ignore the issue.

“Climate denial is one way of coping,” said Jones. She said people rationalize by thinking, ‘I
won'’t believe it’s true, so I'll feel safer.”

In the movies, the final resolution is often extreme — and not helpful

Over the last quarter century, many movies have focused on extreme weather events, which
provide action and danger to any plot. The cinematic portrayals usually have one of two
endings: everything will be okay or we are doomed.

Consider two popular climate movies that came out 15 years apart. In the 2004 “The Day After
Tomorrow,” Jack Hall, played by Dennis Quaid, is a climate scientist who, speaking at a U.N.
climate conference in Delhi, urges a major reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, warning that
a failure to do so will lead to major extreme weather events.

“The climate is fragile,” says Hall.

“The economy is fragile,” responds the U.S. vice president.

Shortly after, the disaster that Hall warns about happens. Melting polar ice halts the North
Atlantic Current, which moves warm ocean currents northeast across the Atlantic. There are
giant cyclones, massive hailstones, heavy flooding and tornadoes before a big freeze takes over
— so cold that anybody outside dies.

Eventually the vice president, who has become president, apologizes to the nation for exploiting

nature.
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“We were wrong,” he says.

In the 2021 satire “Don’t Look Up,” two astronomers played by Leonardo DiCaprio and Jennifer
Lawrence discover a giant comet heading toward Earth. They try to spur action to avoid
annihilation. The U.S. president, played by Meryl Streep, isn’t interested.

“At this exact moment, | think we sit tight and assess,” Streep says after learning the comet is
heading straight toward Earth.

“How big is this thing? Can it destroy my ex-wife’s house?” jokes a television news host.

At the end, almost everybody dies, a scenario that even the worst predictions of climate impacts
don’t envision.

Science tells us catastrophe is not a question of if, but when

As powerful as extreme weather events have already gotten, much worse is likely to come. It's
basic physics.

More than half all greenhouse gases produced by humans throughout history have been
released into the atmosphere over 50 years. Those gases create heat, which scrambles
weather patterns and ecosystems.

The when of a major climatic event, or more likely several in different parts of the world, can’t be
known with certainty. A catastrophic event in any given area could be in 50 years, or 10 years,
or sooner.

People who deny climate change is real will point out that scientists get projections wrong, and
it's true that not every climate model has been correct. But over the last decades, if anything,
climate scientists have been too conservative. Climate impacts are happening much faster than
predicted.

One of many examples: in January 2022, the U.K. Climate Risk Assessment said there was a
0.02% chance of 40C (104F) or above heat before 2040. That summer, parts of the U.K. topped
40C.

We have also reached a moment when “tipping points” — when deterioration of a given
planetary system has crossed a threshold from which it can’t recover — are no longer

positioned as theoretical or futuristic.

The most commonly cited is corals. According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, between 2023 and 2025, 84% of the world’s corals suffered the expelling of
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microscopic algae in response to heat stress, which often leads to dying. Even if temperatures
were to sharply drop, the recovery of most corals is doubtful.

The Amazon rainforest, which stores massive amounts of carbon dioxide and helps regulate the
climate, is also at risk of a tipping point. Persistent drought, large wildfires and deforestation to
make way for cattle have degraded swaths of forest in recent decades. The debate today is
when, not if, the Amazon will release more carbon dioxide than it holds.

This year’s El Nifio, a natural and periodic warming cycle, is expected to be the strongest ever
recorded, which could push temperatures even higher, breaking records and leaving damage
along the way.

Overall, the Earth is on a dangerous path.

“We need to be talking about some of the worst things that can happen,” said Tim Lenton,

climate science professor at the University of Exeter. “It's natural to think that some bigger
shocks are on the way.”
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GMA NEWS

Tvyphoon Obet exited PAR on Monday evening: 2 tropical cyclones under monitoring

Two tropical cyclones still under monitoring after Typhoon Obet exited the Philippine Area of
Responsibility (PAR) on Monday evening, PAGASA reported.

As of 9:30 p.m. Typhoon Obet is outside the PAR and is located 1,310 kilometers east northeast
of extreme Northern Luzon packing maximum sustained winds of 155 kilometers per hour,
gustiness of up to 190 km/h and moving in the west northwest direction at the speed of 25 km/h.

Meanwhile, Tropical Storm Atsani and Tropical Depression Gaenari (formerly Neneng) are being
monitored outside the PAR.

Atsani is located 1,770 kilometers east of Northern Luzon packing maximum sustained winds of
65 km/h, gustiness of up to 80 km/h, and moving in the north northeast direction at the speed of
10 km/h.

Gaenari, meanwhile, is located 665 kilometers northwest of Itbayat, Batanes packing maximum
sustained winds of 45 km/h, gustiness of up to 75 km/h, and moving west northwestward at the

speed of 20 km/h.

"All are advised to monitor updates from DOST-PAGASA," the state weather bureau said. —
BAP, GMA News

WALANG PASOK: Class suspensions for Tuesday, August 25, 2026

Classes for Tuesday, Aug. 25, 2026, have been suspended in some areas due to bad weather.
Benguet

Kabayan - no face-to-face classes, pre-school to elementary, public and private, including the
following secondary schools:

e Adaoay National High School

e Abucot Integrated School

e Ballay Integrated School

e Kabayan Central Integrated School

e Kamora National High School
Pangasinan

e Mangaldan - pre-school to high school, public and private, shift to alternative delivery
modes
e Bugallon - all face to face classes, public and private, shift to modular distance learning
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Lingayen - all levels, public and private, shift to alternative delivery modes

Pampanga

Angeles City - no face-to-face classes, all levels, public and private
Apalit - all face to face classes in the following schools:

Fausto Gonzales Sioco MS
Macario Arnedo ES

Paligui ES

Sampaga ES

Sampaloc ES

Sucad ES

Sampaga NHS

Senior High School Stand Alone
ACTEC

Apalit Christian Ecumenical School
Laverdad Christian School

Minalin - all levels, public and private, shift to alternative delivery modes
Macabebe - all levels, public and private, shift to alternative delivery modes
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MANILA BULLETIN

No more wasted crops: DA sets plan to stop food spoilage after storms
By: Dexter Barro Il

The Department of Agriculture (DA) is looking to strengthen its early-warning systems to prevent
farm losses from market disruptions such as storms, after the agriculture sector reported nearly
P2 billion in damages due to recent weather disturbances.

In a statement on Monday, Aug. 24, Agriculture Assistant Secretary Genevieve
Velicaria-Guevarra said the DA's Agricultural Marketing Assistance Service (AMAS) is working
on a monitoring system that could alert farmers ahead of potential supply disruptions.

She said this system would complement regional help desks by providing a clearer picture of
what is coming down the farm-to-market pipeline, including produce that should be promptly
made available to buyers.

It would also trigger alerts for logistics and other assistance, allowing the government to
respond more quickly to emerging supply and market disruptions.

“The monitoring system will give us alerts on upcoming harvests, weather disturbances, and
other developments that could affect the supply chain to help us trigger assistance earlier,” said
Guevarra.

The DA expects this initiative to be crucial in preventing vegetables from spoiling or being sold
at distress prices amid seasonal harvest surges and market disruptions such as storms.

It was earlier reported that around 5.8 metric tons (MT) of Chinese cabbage and carrots were
discarded in Benguet, as the crops showed signs of rotting and deterioration amid continuous
rainfall and prolonged congestion at trading centers.

To prevent such losses, the DA said it is also working to strengthen coordination with other
government agencies that can serve as “ready markets” for highland vegetables when the need
arises.

“Better inter-agency coordination could help channel excess produce to institutional buyers and
public programs instead of leaving farmers dependent on already saturated trading centers,” it
said.

The DA is making a concerted effort to reduce losses after it reported that the agriculture sector

incurred £1.91 billion in damages from the impact of tropical cyclones Luis, Maymay, and
Enteng, alongside the enhanced southwest monsoon, over the past three weeks.
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These weather disturbances resulted in damages to 47,772 MT of produce, affecting 43,340
farmers and 54,611 hectares of agricultural areas across eight provinces.

Still, Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel stressed that improving the agency’s
early-warning systems is only intended to plug the gap until long-term infrastructure projects
become operational.

“Our long-term solution is mega cold storage and vegetable processing facilities,” he said.

Tiu Laurel said the DA is also pursuing interim measures, including the rehabilitation of existing
cold storage facilities and installing smaller units to add capacity.
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MANILA STANDARD

DENR pushes climate resilience as national security priority
By: Othel V. Campos

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is pushing for climate
resilience to be treated as a national security priority, warning that environmental threats can
worsen socioeconomic vulnerabilities, resource scarcity and instability.

DENR Secretary Mitch Cuna said climate change should be viewed as a “threat multiplier” that
can undermine food and water security, infrastructure, ecosystems and institutional capacity,
making environmental protection an integral part of national defense and regional stability,
during a conference addressing the climate-conflict nexus on Monday.

The agency outlined a policy framework linking climate action with national security and peace
in an address to government officials, environmental policy experts and international partners.

Climate policy should move from reactive disaster response toward securing the baseline
conditions needed for national resilience, including reliable food and water supplies, resilient
infrastructure and functioning ecosystems, the DENR said.

The agency also called for forests, watersheds and coastal ecosystems to be treated as critical
infrastructure alongside engineered projects, saying investments in natural systems can provide
cost-effective protection against disasters.

On critical minerals, the agency said the Philippines should pursue responsible mineral
development as global demand rises amid the energy transition. It emphasized strict
environmental safeguards, transparency and mechanisms to ensure communities benefit from
mineral projects. Philippine investment guide

The DENR urged fellow member states of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
to incorporate climate resilience into the bloc’s political and security framework, citing the
growing links between environmental pressures and regional stability, with the Philippines
serving as ASEAN chair.

The agency also called for climate governance that combines scientific evidence with local and
indigenous knowledge, particularly in land-use planning, urban development and infrastructure
projects.

International partnerships, including cooperation with Germany, are important to mobilizing

climate finance, transferring technology and strengthening environmental protection efforts, the
DENR said.
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“‘Environmental resilience and lasting peace share the same principle: we must act before
vulnerability becomes crisis,” the DENR said, calling for coordinated action among government,
the private sector, civil society and international partners.
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Obet maintains strength. stays far from PH landmass
By: Mary Joy Salcedo

MANILA, Philippines — Typhoon Obet has maintained its strength and is expected to remain far
from the country’s landmass, according to the state weather bureau on Monday.

In its 5 p.m. update, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services
Administration (Pagasa) said Obet was last spotted 1,430 kilometers east-northeast of Extreme
Northern Luzon.

Moving west-northwestward at 30 kilometers per hour (kph), the typhoon is currently packing a
maximum wind speed of 165 kph near the center and gustiness of up to 205 kph.

“Obet will remain far from the Philippine landmass,” Pagasa said, noting that the typhoon is
forecast to exit the Philippine area of responsibility (PAR) “within 12 hours.”

According to Pagasa, Obet is expected to continue moving generally west-northwestward for
the next two days before moving generally westward for the remaining forecast period.

The weather bureau added that the typhoon may slightly intensify but “will remain a typhoon

inside PAR” before steadily weakening while moving over the southern islands of Japan up to
the sea north of Taiwan. /jpv
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

Philippines must lead ASEAN climate security push, says top envi officials

The Philippines, as this year’s chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
should lead efforts to mobilize climate finance, technology and partnerships while making
climate resilience part of the region’s security agenda.

This was according to the country’s top environmental officials who spoke at a forum on climate
security organized by the Stratbase Group and the German Embassy on Monday.

Led by Environment Secretary Juan Miguel Cuna and Special Envoy for Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga, the experts agreed that the country’s
ASEAN chairmanship presented an opportunity to push for a more integrated approach to
climate security, linking environmental resilience with the bloc’s political, economic and security
priorities.

“The region should speak with greater coherence in mobilizing the finance, technology, and
partnerships needed for a just transition,” Cuna said. “Climate resilience must increasingly
become part of our ASEAN’s regional security architecture.”

He stressed that the Philippines needed access to climate finance, appropriate technology,
science and data, as well as partnerships aimed at strengthening institutions and communities
over the long term.

“‘No ASEAN member state can address these challenges entirely on its own,” Cuna said.

Its a call echoed by Stratbase Group President Victor Andres Manhit, who stressed that
strategic partnerships and alignment “will remain essential to strengthening climate security and
resilience,” he said.

“For the Philippines, and for all ASEAN member-states, it is therefore crucial that we harness
strategic partnerships with like-minded countries,” Manhit said. “Our individual and collective
ability to withstand these pressures will ultimately depend on how effectively we work across
sectors and borders, and how strategically we build and sustain meaningful partnerships.”

Both Cuna and Manhit also called for greater participation from the private sector, civil society
and academe in advancing renewable energy, resilient infrastructure, climate-smart production
and nature-positive investments.

Yulo-Loyzaga echoed this sentiment, saying the Philippines, as ASEAN chair, had a “unique

opportunity” to lead the region toward recognizing climate change as part of its security
architecture, she said.
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ASEAN'’s stability, prosperity and security would depend on how its members adapt to climate
risks and on their commitment to science-informed cooperation with like-minded countries within
a rules-based international order, she added.

The Philippines, she noted, had already incorporated climate security into its national
development and security frameworks, with the National Security Strategy 2023-2028 identifying
climate change as a threat multiplier and security concern.

She also cited the country’s shift toward more anticipatory disaster response, including the 2025
Declaration of Imminent Disaster Law, which provides local governments with more immediate
access to resources to prepare for incoming hydrometeorological hazards.

Yulo-Loyzaga said the country’s National Adaptation Plan estimated the cost of inaction during
the current decade at between P1.2 trillion and P1.4 trillion.

At the regional level, she said existing ASEAN mechanisms on disaster response, climate
change, food security, biodiversity and maritime cooperation needed to be better connected, as
climate risks cut across these areas.

For his part, German Ambassador to the Philippines Andreas Pfaffernoschke also stressed the
importance of stronger regional cooperation and urged the ASEAN member-nations to
strengthen regional early warning systems that combine climate science with conflict-sensitive
analysis.

At the same time, he called for climate adaptation projects that are designed with conflict
prevention in mind and for vulnerable communities — including farmers, fishers, Indigenous
peoples, women and young people — to have a greater role in policymaking.

Likewise, Pfaffernoschke said ASEAN should also strengthen cooperation on shared resources,
including transboundary water, marine resources and food systems, while improving
coordination on disaster response and climate-related displacement.

Climate finance, he said, should likewise be connected with peace-building efforts.

‘A community affected by conflict and climate change should not have to choose between
humanitarian assistance, peace-building and adaptation,” Pfaffernoschke said.
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PH urged to lead Asean climate security push
By: Bernadette E. Tamayo

THE Philippines, this year’s Asean (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) chairman, should
lead efforts to make climate resilience part of the region's security agenda, Environment
Secretary Juan Miguel Cuna said.

“Climate resilience must increasingly become part of our Asean’s regional security architecture,”
Cuna said on Monday during a forum on climate security organized by Stratbase Institute and
the German Embassy in Manila.

Special Envoy for Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga shared
Cuna's call for the Philippines to mobilize climate finance, technology, and partnerships to

address climate change.

“The region should speak with greater coherence in mobilizing the finance, technology, and
partnerships needed for a just transition,” Cuna said.

He said the Philippines needed access to climate finance, appropriate technology, science and
data, as well as partnerships that will strengthen institutions and communities over the long
term.

“No Asean member-state can address these challenges entirely on its own,” Cuna said.

Yulo-Loyzaga said the Philippines, as Asean chairman, had a “unique opportunity” to lead the
region toward recognizing climate change as part of its security architecture.

German Ambassador to Manila Andreas Pfaffernoschke echoed the call for stronger regional
cooperation, saying climate change and security could no longer be addressed separately.

He said climate finance should likewise be connected with peace-building efforts.

"A community affected by conflict and climate change should not have to choose between
humanitarian assistance, peace building and adaptation,” Pfaffernoschke said.

Stratbase President Victor Andres Manhit said strategic partnerships and alignment “will remain
essential to strengthening climate security and resilience."

“For the Philippines — and for all Asean member-states — it is therefore crucial that we harness
strategic partnerships with like-minded countries,” he said.
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“Our individual and collective ability to withstand these pressures will ultimately depend on how
effectively we work across sectors and borders, and how strategically we build and sustain
meaningful partnerships.”

Pfaffernoschke called on Asean to strengthen regional early warning systems that combine
climate science with conflict-sensitive analysis.

He said vulnerable communities — including farmers, fishers, indigenous peoples, women and
young people — should play a bigger role in climate adaptation projects.

=END=
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