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ACT NEW ZEALAND 
 
ACT to scrap costly climate bureaucracy, abolish the Climate Change Commission 
By: Paul Henry 
 
“ACT will cut costs and remove duplication by disestablishing the Climate Change Commission 
and transferring its monitoring and reporting duties to existing bodies,” says ACT candidate Paul 
Henry. 
 
ASIA NEWS NETWORK 
 
Climate-resilient learning system: Philippine Daily Inquirer 
 
The proposal, which the State Palace has backed, is meant to minimise lost learning time and 
comes in the wake of several suspensions of in-person classes in the last three weeks due to 
severe southwest monsoon rains and tropical cyclones. 
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INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS  
 
The Biggest Carbon Polluters Are to Blame for Half of U.S. Western Water Lost to Climate 
Change, ‘Groundbreaking’ Paper Says 
By: Jake Bolster 
 
Some of the most impactful changes have come in the stressed Colorado River basin. 
 
IUCN 
 
Bridging biodiversity, land degradation and Loss & Damage in the context of climate 
change 
 
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, August 21, 2026 – At the 17th session of the Conference of the Parties 
(COP17) to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), policymakers, 
researchers and practitioners explored how better understanding ecosystem-related losses can 
strengthen climate adaptation, disaster risk reduction and land restoration—and help unlock 
finance.  
 
JOURNAL ONLINE  
 
SEARCA seminar spotlights Philippine ube varieties as strong potential to boost farmer 
income and climate resilience 
 
LOS BAÑOS, Philippines — Strengthening climate resilience and improving smallholder farm 
profitability require stronger support for high-value crops, diversified production systems, and 
science-based crop improvement, experts emphasized during the Southeast Asian Regional 
Center for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA) Agriculture and 
Development Seminar Series (ADSS) held on 28 July 2026. 
 
NPR  
 
Did climate change cause this heat wave? Most likely, and here's why 
By: Sadie Babits 
 
More than 80 million people are under an Extreme Heat Warning or Heat Advisory through this 
week, according to the National Weather Service. Forecasters at the service's Weather 
Prediction Center called this latest heat dome a "steamy air-mass even by mid-to-late August 
standards." 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY  
 
DENR: Climate resilience should be part of ASEAN security agenda 
By: Marita Moaje 
 
MANILA – The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has emphasized the 
need to treat climate resilience as part of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
security agenda, noting that climate change has become a security threat that should no longer 
be ignored. 
 
PUBAFFAIRS BRUXELLES 
 
Extreme weather affects Europe’s crops and fodder supply as Commission continues to 
work to adapt agriculture to climate change 
 
Persistent heat and lack of rainfall in the past two months are affecting summer crops and 
fodder supply across western and central Europe, according to the latest MARS bulletin of the 
European Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC). 
 
REUTERS 
 
Greenhushing is killing us: why companies must break their silence on climate change 
By: Helen Clarkson 
 
August 24 - Will 2026 be the year we look back at and say “that was the year the climate 
emergency really started”? We have certainly had many crises over the past few years as global 
temperatures have risen. But the protracted weather extremes experienced globally, in Europe, 
North America, and across Asia, make this year feel different. 
 
TAIWAN TIMES 
 
Taiwan diplomat attends climate change forum in Manila 
By: Hollie Younger 
 
Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in the Philippines Deputy Director-General Lee Ting-sheng 
(李廷盛) today attended a forum in Manila on the impact of climate change on regional security. 
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THE GUARDIAN  
 
Climate damage would obliterate any economic benefits of new North Sea fields, analysis 
shows 
By: Damian Carrington 
 
Exclusive: Economic harm of CO2 pollution from Rosebank and Jackdaw forecast to far 
outweigh any boost to UK 
 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ACT NEW ZEALAND 
 
ACT to scrap costly climate bureaucracy, abolish the Climate Change Commission 
By: Paul Henry 
 
“ACT will cut costs and remove duplication by disestablishing the Climate Change Commission 
and transferring its monitoring and reporting duties to existing bodies,” says ACT candidate Paul 
Henry. 
 
ACT will cut costs and remove duplication by disestablishing the Climate Change Commission 
and transferring its monitoring and reporting duties to existing bodies,” says ACT candidate Paul 
Henry. 
 
“The Climate Change Commission has cost taxpayers $100 million since its establishment, and 
is costing a further $14–15 million every year it continues to exist. Left in place, that's another 
$42–45 million of taxpayer money gone by the next election spent on writing reports, duplicating 
work, and proposing ludicrous ideas that will be ignored.  
 
“But it doesn’t just stop at operating costs. Emissions targets and recommendations don’t exist 
in a vacuum. If met, they have real‑world implications, and real costs for you and me.  
 
“Their barking mad recommendation to increase our 2050 emissions reduction commitment 
would have lowered GDP by 2.2%. That’s around $2 billion a year by 2035, rising to about $12.5 
billion every year by 2050, wiped from our economy to meet an arbitrary target.  
 
“They put up proposals even Labour and the Greens can’t get behind. In the last term of 
Government they recommended tighter Emissions Trading Scheme restrictions, but Cabinet 
rejected it. Commission-linked advice supported a 54% net reduction for the 2030 emissions 
reduction pledge, but Cabinet opted for a 50% reduction instead. Even the left could recognise a 
stupid idea. 
 
“The Commission also proposed reducing New Zealand’s dairy herd, despite New Zealand 
being one of the most emissions‑efficient dairy industries on the planet, and dairy being one of 
our most valuable industries – a ridiculous proposal that would have also risked increasing 
global emissions. 
 
“The Ministry for Cities, Environment, Regions and Transport (MCERT) already measures 
greenhouse gas inventory and manages the Emissions Trading Scheme. Having the Climate 
Change Commission on top of that creates unnecessary duplication and costs on taxpayers that 
must be eliminated.  
 
“ACT will put an end to this duplication and fold the responsibility to assess New Zealand’s 
progress towards emissions targets into MCERT. The Commission will cease to exist as an 
independent Crown entity. Its board, executive and separate corporate overhead go with it.  
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“We can’t afford to see taxpayer dollars blown on inefficient government agencies and 
counterproductive climate policies. To unlock New Zealand’s potential and make life more 
affordable, the waste and duplication need to go. Go sell stupid somewhere else, we’re all full 
up here.” 
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ASIA NEWS NETWORK 
 
Climate-resilient learning system: Philippine Daily Inquirer 
 
The proposal, which the State Palace has backed, is meant to minimise lost learning time and 
comes in the wake of several suspensions of in-person classes in the last three weeks due to 
severe southwest monsoon rains and tropical cyclones. 
 
MANILA – The Department of Education (DepEd) is proposing a new policy that would allow 
schools to decide whether to resume face-to-face classes after severe weather disturbances 
and other disasters even when class suspensions remain in effect across an entire city or 
municipality. 
 
The proposal, which Malacañang has backed, is meant to minimize lost learning time and 
comes in the wake of several suspensions of in-person classes in the last three weeks due to 
severe southwest monsoon rains (“habagat”) and tropical cyclones. On Aug. 19 alone, more 
than 9,000 public schools across 15 regions suspended in-person classes due to the heavy 
rains and Tropical Depression “Neneng.” 
 
Education Secretary Sonny Angara has argued that this policy is more realistic than broad, 
blanket suspensions where cities or municipalities are shut down even if individual campuses 
are dry and safe enough to hold classes. 
 
As Angara pointed out, students should return to class without delay as soon as conditions 
allow. But this could be easier said than done for schools that serve as evacuation centers or 
were damaged during typhoons or earthquakes, for example, making it impossible for classes to 
promptly resume. 
 
Three-term system 
 
The Second Congressional Commission on Education (Edcom 2) has already warned that the 
repeated class suspensions due to inclement weather could further aggravate the country’s 
learning crisis. It noted that the country already loses an average of 40 to 50 instructional days 
annually—equivalent to 22 to 29 percent of the school calendar, which is on average about 180 
days—to various disruptions. 
 
Angara himself noted that, in School Year 2023-2024 alone, public schools lost up to 53 days 
out of the 179 teaching days to weather disturbances and other non-instructional interruptions. 
 
Edcom 2 revealed that the frequent class suspensions for that school year resulted in learning 
losses equivalent to half to a full school year, and led to a 12 to 14-percent decline in math and 
science grades among Grade 4 students. 
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The commission, however, has discouraged changing the school calendar—again—to respond 
to the weather disturbances, especially since the DepEd has just shifted to a three-term system 
this year that was designed to allow roughly 55 days of learning per term while anticipating 
several days of class suspensions. 
 
Climate change 
 
Edcom 2 has instead called for a climate-resilient learning system where schools are not just 
dependent on face-to-face classes and take into consideration that the country is one of the 
most vulnerable to climate change. 
 
A climate-resilient system, the commission’s executive director Dr. Karol Mark Yee explained, 
entails retaining the emergency-style modular learning used during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
where schools distributed learning materials that students could study at home. This minimizes 
interruptions to students’ learning momentum, considering that even a single lost teaching day 
can cause an academic deficit and serious learning loss. 
 
“We know from studies that climate change is here to stay. And yes, we understand that 
unfortunately, the repercussions will intensify further because of the challenges brought about 
by climate change,” Yee said in a recent interview. 
 
If classrooms are built to withstand disasters, or if schools are equipped with the proper 
technology to support online learning, disruptions should not even result in lost learning. 
Schools will merely shift to a hybrid system when the weather does not permit in-person 
classes, and resume once it is safe for students to return to the campus. 
 
Future-ready generations 
 
Unfortunately, this is not in place in the Philippines, where crucial budget for classrooms and 
learning equipment has been lost to corruption. Funds funneled to “ghost” or subpar 
infrastructure projects or overpriced laptops should have been used instead to build sturdier and 
better school buildings or procure computers, laptops, and other equipment that would have 
allowed public schools to continue holding classes with minimal interruption. 
 
The DepEd nonetheless said it was optimistic that President Marcos would approve the 
“granular” policy through an executive order before the end of the year to ensure long-term 
stability in basic education. 
 
However, the education sector’s problems require systemic reforms, not just an administrative 
policy. 
 
For one, the country has a severe shortage of 165,443 classrooms and 56,050 teachers—the 
vital resources needed in addressing the country’s learning crisis. 
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Mr. Marcos may call the record-high P1.35 trillion allocation for the education sector in this 
year’s P6.793-trillion national budget reflective of his administration’s commitment to “nurture 
future-ready generations towards achieving the full potential of the nation.” But unless these 
funds target critical deficits, his words are mere rhetoric and the record figures remain purely 
performative. 
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INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS  
 
The Biggest Carbon Polluters Are to Blame for Half of U.S. Western Water Lost to Climate 
Change, ‘Groundbreaking’ Paper Says 
By: Jake Bolster 
 
Some of the most impactful changes have come in the stressed Colorado River basin. 
 
Some of the largest fossil fuel companies on Earth are disproportionately responsible for the 
water crisis in the American West, according to a first-of-its-kind study published Tuesday. 
 
From 2014 to 2024, climate change sapped over a third of the region’s typical annual snowpack 
and decreased streamflows by about 13 percent, the authors found in the paper, which 
appeared in Nature’s Communications Earth and Environment journal. About half of those 
losses are attributable to emissions from “carbon majors,” 122 fossil fuel companies and cement 
producers, the study concluded. 
 
That carbon-major pollution has drained the West of trillions of gallons of water, about the full 
capacity of Lake Mead, the largest reservoir in the U.S., the study found. 
 
“There are millions of people that rely on these water resources,” said Carly Phillips, a senior 
research scientist at the Union of Concerned Scientists and one of the study’s co-authors. “The 
consequences of these changes are really evident for people on the ground.” 
 
As humanity continues to burn fossil fuels and trap heat in Earth’s atmosphere, the West 
descends further into a decades-long, climate change-fueled drought, where higher 
temperatures sap more water from the region. Western river basins are experiencing an 
excruciatingly dry summer, which followed a historically low-snowpack winter and record peak 
runoff after a heatwave in March.  
 
Now, complex, sprawling wildfires—driven in part by the historic lack of moisture—blanket the 
region, and some areas have reached a breaking point. On Monday, Nevada sued the federal 
government over its plan for managing the Colorado River, which supplies 40 million people with 
water for cities, farms and businesses. 
 
To quantify emissions from the world’s biggest fossil fuel companies and cement producers, 
Phillips and her co-authors used data from a peer-reviewed paper and a database compiled by 
Carbon Majors, a project from the independent think tank InfluenceMap that tracks global fossil 
fuel emissions. Carbon Majors estimates 178 entities have emitted the equivalent of 1.44 trillion 
tons of carbon dioxide since the start of the Industrial Revolution. 
 
By subtracting the carbon majors’ emissions from the total emissions between 2014 to 2024,  
and modeling each scenario against a hypothetical Earth without climate change, Phillips and 
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her co-authors determined the role of carbon majors’ emissions in regional snowpack and 
riverflow declines. 
 
This practice, known as attribution science, represents a growing body of work that links 
extreme weather events and rapid environmental changes to the greenhouse gas effect, about 
three-quarters of which comes from burning fossil fuels. In the West, as temperatures rise, more 
precipitation may fall as rain instead of snow, which can melt earlier, scrambling water forecasts. 
Less snow also means less reflectivity, and more heat at the earth’s surface, which increases 
evaporation of soil and plant moisture, snowpack and groundwater and leaves less water to run 
into rivers, dams and irrigation canals. 
 
From 2014 to 2024, the Pacific Northwest and California’s Central Valley saw the largest drops 
in snow water equivalent, which estimates how much water lies in snowpack, and peak 
streamflow by volume. Though the lower basin of the Colorado River, by comparison, lost a 
smaller amount of moisture, that loss has proven more extreme: Snow water equivalent in the 
basin fell by 76 percent that decade, with the region’s streamflow declining by 21 percent.  
 
As snow and water levels declined, water needs have risen, the authors found. Irrigation 
demand across the West rose by over 4 percent from 2014 to 2024, with just over half that 
demand driven by Carbon Majors’ emissions, 97 percent of which occurred, according to 
Phillips, since the 1950s. 
 
That was a pivotal decade, Phillips said. “Some fossil fuel producers began to understand the 
risks of their products” at that time, “but instead of taking action to warn the public and inform 
policymakers, they engaged in a campaign of delay and denial and deception to cast doubt on 
the science,” she said. 
 
Graham Fogg, a professor emeritus of hydrogeology at the University of California, Davis, who 
was not involved in the research, said doing an attribution study linking carbon majors is 
extremely difficult, and praised the authors of the paper for their approach. 
 
“It’s a groundbreaking paper,” he said. “I think it should lead to many follow-up studies that 
attempt to improve upon and refine these kinds of estimates.” 
 
Dozens of states and cities across the U.S. have sued large oil and gas companies for 
environmental damages associated with emissions from their products. Phillips said this study 
supports plaintiffs’ position in those cases as they seek to put a price tag on climate change for 
fossil fuel companies. 
 
“It didn’t have to be this way,” Phillips said. Fossil fuel companies made choices “that have led to 
us being in this situation.” 
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IUCN 
 
Bridging biodiversity, land degradation and Loss & Damage in the context of climate 
change 
 
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, August 21, 2026 – At the 17th session of the Conference of the Parties 
(COP17) to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), policymakers, 
researchers and practitioners explored how better understanding ecosystem-related losses can 
strengthen climate adaptation, disaster risk reduction and land restoration—and help unlock 
finance.  
 
Climate and disaster impacts on ecosystems can have far-reaching consequences for 
biodiversity, livelihoods, cultures and economies. Yet many of these losses remain difficult to 
assess and are often missing from conventional Loss and Damage (L&D) assessments. 
 
The “Bridging Biodiversity, Land Degradation and Loss & Damage in the Context of Climate 
Change” event brought together experts from governments, UN agencies and research 
institutions to explore how these gaps can be addressed. 
 
  
 
A framework for making ecosystem losses visible 
A key focus was FRAME-ECO, a collaborative initiative by UNEP, UNDRR and UNU-EHS to 
develop a multidimensional framework for assessing biodiversity and ecosystem service losses. 
 
Building on approaches such as SEEA Ecosystem Accounting and the IPBES values 
framework, FRAME-ECO aims to support national climate adaptation and disaster risk reduction 
systems, inform climate finance and contribute to operationalizing the Fund for Responding to 
Loss and Damage. 
 
Moderator Fruzsina Straus from UNEP captured the need for greater coordination: 
 
“Collect information once and use it many times... for this we need partnerships and 
coordination.” 
 
The framework is also intended to help capture non-economic losses, including impacts on 
livelihoods, cultural values and ecosystem services, within disaster tracking and reporting 
systems.  
 
From Mongolia to The Gambia: why ecosystems matter 
 
Mongolia’s State Secretary for Environment and Climate Change, Batbayar Shurenchuluun, 
highlighted how Loss and Damage is already affecting communities: “In Mongolia we see loss 
and damage even before we can calculate this in dollars.” 
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With Mongolia developing its National Adaptation Plan alongside existing NDC and NBSAP 
processes, he emphasized the opportunity to strengthen the integration of ecosystem-based 
adaptation (EbA) into national planning. “Restoration is not only a cost but investment in our 
land, people and future.” 
 
From The Gambia, UN Resident Coordinator Karl Frederick-Paul stressed the protective role of 
healthy ecosystems, particularly in the face of coastal and climate risks. “We need to treat 
ecosystems as protective infrastructure.” 
 
He emphasized that protecting ecosystems can help avoid losses before they become 
irreversible, while stronger evidence is needed to make the economic and financial case for 
early investment. 
 
Linking evidence with action and finance 
 
Dr. Animesh Kumar of UNDRR emphasized the need to capture the full spectrum of economic 
and non-economic losses, while Yvonne Walz of UNU-EHS highlighted the potential to translate 
Loss and Damage assessments into monitoring systems. 
 
For UNEP’s Doreen Lynn Robinson, however, valuation must remain grounded in the 
experiences of those directly affected: “The valuation of the losses cannot be an academic 
exercise done by the ‘other’ – it is the local communities that need to define the value.” 
 
The discussion also highlighted a critical next step: ensuring that better data leads to investable 
solutions. While EbA and restoration can build resilience and prevent future losses, participants 
noted the continuing challenge of demonstrating financial returns for resilience investments.  
 
 Four priorities for moving forward 
Closing the session on behalf of IUCN and the Friends of EbA (FEBA) network, Enni Kallio, in 
the absence of Ali Raza Rizvi, also from IUCN, identified four priorities emerging from the 
discussion: 
 
Break down silos by connecting the Rio Conventions and Sendai Framework through shared 
approaches to ecosystem monitoring.   
Capture invisible losses by systematically accounting for both economic and non-economic 
impacts.   
Turn evidence into action by using assessments to inform land restoration, EbA and 
ecosystem-based disaster risk reduction.   
Unlock finance by ensuring ecosystem-related impacts are recognized within climate and Loss 
and Damage financing.   
FEBA and the Partnership for Environment and Disaster Risk Reduction (PEDRR) are taking 
this work forward through their joint Loss and Damage Working Group and the forthcoming 
policy brief, “Every Loss Matters: Standardizing and Scaling the Response to 
Ecosystem-Related Loss and Damage.” 
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The session reinforced a simple but important message: ecosystem-related losses cannot be 
addressed if they remain invisible. Better assessment, stronger coordination and community-led 
approaches can help turn evidence into earlier action, more coherent planning and greater 
investment in resilience.  
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JOURNAL ONLINE  
 
SEARCA seminar spotlights Philippine ube varieties as strong potential to boost farmer 
income and climate resilience 
 
LOS BAÑOS, Philippines — Strengthening climate resilience and improving smallholder farm 
profitability require stronger support for high-value crops, diversified production systems, and 
science-based crop improvement, experts emphasized during the Southeast Asian Regional 
Center for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA) Agriculture and 
Development Seminar Series (ADSS) held on 28 July 2026. 
 
The seminar, themed “Resilient and Profitable Crops under Climate Change: What Works for 
Smallholder Farmers?,” highlighted practical ways to help farmers respond to stronger 
typhoons, prolonged droughts, floods, El Niño, pest outbreaks, and rising production uncertainty. 
 
Mr. Joseph Manicad, Director of the High Value Crops Development Program (HVCDP) of the 
Philippine Department of Agriculture (DA), said high-value crops contribute not only to farm 
productivity but also to household nutrition, rural employment, enterprise development, and 
export competitiveness. 
 
He noted that climate-related hazards reduce yields, increase production costs, and threaten 
rural livelihoods. To address these challenges, he presented the HVCDP framework anchored 
on productive, resilient, and profitable agriculture. 
 
Manicad emphasized circular agriculture and diversification as practical strategies for 
smallholder farmers. Circular agriculture returns agricultural byproducts to the production cycle, 
reducing waste and environmental impact, while diversification lowers risk by creating multiple 
sources of food, income, and value within the same farming system. 
 
He also presented DA initiatives that support climate-resilient and profitable farming, including 
the Gulayan sa Bayan Program, Project SAFE or Sustainable Agroforestry Farm Enterprise, 
post-harvest innovations, and processed and value-added agri-products. These programs 
promote food security, improved nutrition, climate-smart technologies, environmental 
conservation, diversified livelihoods, and stronger multisectoral partnerships. 
 
Manicad said farmers can capture greater value by processing crops into higher-value products 
such as mung bean noodles, instant munggo mix, jackfruit chips, tomato chewies, ube powder, 
and bignay juice concentrate. 
 
He also discussed the DA’s national response to prolonged El Niño conditions, which includes 
drought-tolerant planting materials, improved water management, climate-smart technologies, 
access to credit and crop insurance, and stronger extension and climate advisory services. 
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“By integrating production support, risk management, financing, and climate information, the DA 
aims not only to reduce the impacts of El Niño on agricultural production but also to strengthen 
the long-term resilience of farming communities across the country,” he said. 
 
The seminar also highlighted the potential of Philippine ube to support farmer income, 
agro-enterprise development, and export growth. 
 
Dr. Antonio Lalusin, Professor at the Institute of Crop Science, College of Agriculture and Food 
Science, University of the Philippines Los Baños, presented his team’s research on using 
genetic diversity and genomics to accelerate the development of superior Philippine ube 
varieties. 
 
Lalusin said demand for ube remains strong, with exports reaching USD 3.06 million in 2025. 
Processed products such as powder, puree, and halaya continue to drive export demand. 
 
However, he noted that the industry faces a major supply-demand gap, with domestic 
production estimated at 13,535 metric tons in 2022 against a demand of 49,000 metric tons. 
Low yield, seasonality, dormancy, and limited planting materials continue to constrain 
production. 
 
To help address these gaps, Lalusin’s team collected 188 greater yam accessions from various 
locations in the Philippines and conducted morphological and molecular characterization, 
genetic diversity analysis, field performance evaluation, sensory evaluation, and anthocyanin 
profiling. 
 
Field trials of 30 selected purple-fleshed greater yam accessions at the IRRI Central Experiment 
Station showed that Villasis 2 was the highest-yielding accession, producing an average yield of 
60.32 tons per hectare. 
 
Sensory evaluation of 10 selected purple-fleshed ubi genotypes identified Kinampay as the 
most aromatic and genetically conserved, while Mabitac 2 received consistent ratings across 
appearance, aroma, taste, texture, and general acceptability. 
 
Lalusin identified eight promising Dioscorea alata accessions based on agromorphological, 
sensory, and pigment attributes: Villasis 2, Villasis 1, San Felipe, Carigar (Leyte), LA63, Mabitac 
2, Batangas, and Kinampay. 
 
He also showed the profitability potential of ube production. During the regular season, a yield of 
30 tons per hectare at PHP 60 per kilogram could generate a net income of approximately PHP 
1.432 million over 10 to 12 months. During the off-season, a yield of 20 tons per hectare at the 
same price could generate about PHP 832,000 in net income. 
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The discussions underscored the need to link climate adaptation, crop improvement, 
value-adding, and market development to build more resilient and profitable farming systems for 
smallholder farmers. 
 
The SEARCA ADSS is a regular forum for exchanging ideas on agricultural and rural 
development. It supports knowledge exchange within and beyond the Los Baños Science 
Community. 
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NPR  
 
Did climate change cause this heat wave? Most likely, and here's why 
By: Sadie Babits 
 
More than 80 million people are under an Extreme Heat Warning or Heat Advisory through this 
week, according to the National Weather Service. Forecasters at the service's Weather 
Prediction Center called this latest heat dome a "steamy air-mass even by mid-to-late August 
standards." 
 
Dangerous record-breaking heat will continue across the South-Central U.S. and expand into 
the Southwest by mid-week, bringing daytime temperatures into the triple digits. Much of the 
desert Southwest, including parts of Arizona and New Mexico, could also break heat records, 
according to the National Weather Service. 
 
As the senior climate editor at NPR, I often send out guidance to the NPR newsroom during 
extreme weather to help other editors and reporters understand the role of climate change. 
 
Now, as large regions of the U.S. are under threats from dangerous heat, you might be looking 
for that same context and information. 
 
PLUS: Scroll to the bottom of this article where you can ask us questions about about climate 
change and its influence on extreme weather. 
 
What's happening  
 
This latest heat wave is expected to remain over much of the Southern Plains and Lower 
Mississippi Valley through the middle of this week, bringing temperatures well above 100 
degrees Fahrenheit. The Southwest will continue to warm through the end of the week where 
daytime highs could be upwards of 110 degrees or more. 
 
It's not just the daytime temperatures that are high. The nights won't cool down, according to the 
National Weather Service. These prolonged high temperatures coupled with little relief overnight 
increase the risk of heat-related illnesses. 
 
Scientists are increasingly able to make the connection between the extreme weather you're 
experiencing — in this case, heat — and climate change. They can also show by just how 
much. NPR's Rebecca Hersher has reported that the climate signal is especially strong with 
heat. She interviewed Michael Wehner, a senior scientist at Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory where he studies extreme weather and the impact climate change has on that 
weather. 
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"For garden variety heat waves — like the hottest day of the year, or the hottest day every 10 
years — in the U.S., climate change has increased that heat wave's temperature by 3 to 5 
degrees Fahrenheit," Wehner explained. 
 
As journalists, we turn to trusted sources, such as the National Climate Assessment and the 
World Weather Attribution — an international network of scientists — to help us report on 
extreme weather, and the impact of climate change. It starts with having credible sources of 
information such as the National Weather Service as well as peer-reviewed science. Here are a 
few of the links we reference early when assessing extreme weather and coverage plans. 
 

●​ This map from the National Weather Service shows weather advisories across the U.S., 
to help guide coverage; and, 

●​ The service's short-range national forecast, which is updated regularly, usually every few 
hours or as warranted. 

 
(NPR has also reported on big cuts the Trump administration has made to NOAA and the 
National Weather Service.) 
 
Understanding the role of climate change  
The impact of climate change on heat waves is well established by scientists, but it can be hard 
to figure out what's real and what's not when there's so much information. That's why, in this 
section, we have linked out to groups that have a track record of credible or peer-reviewed 
science, and our own reporting. 
 
Human-caused climate change is fueling longer and more intense heat waves in the U.S. and 
around the world, and it makes dangerously high temperatures more likely. In most weather 
coverage, journalists will make that connection clear. 
 
Climate change, driven primarily by the burning of fossil fuels, is making heat waves more 
frequent and more intense than in the past. The average number of heat waves the U.S. 
experiences today has doubled since the 1980s. 
 
Heat records are being surpassed more frequently because the planet is warming. The most 
intense heat waves would be impossible without human-caused global warming. 
 
For example, the extreme heat in Europe in June would be virtually impossible without 
human-caused climate change, according to scientists at the World Weather Attribution group. 
 
On health and heat 
Yes, temperatures will be hot, but pay attention to the heat index. That's what the temperature 
feels like to the human body when relative humidity is combined with the air temperature. 
 
The country's current heat wave will put that index between 105-115 degrees for parts of 
southern Arizona as well as much of Texas, Louisiana and into northern Florida this week. 
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Heat-related deaths are undercounted, and heat is more deadly than hurricanes, wildfires and 
floods combined. 
 
Humid heat is particularly dangerous because sweat doesn't evaporate when it's hot and humid, 
which means the body can't cool down. (This NPR comic breaks down how extreme heat can 
lead to death.) 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY  
 
DENR: Climate resilience should be part of ASEAN security agenda 
By: Marita Moaje 
 
MANILA – The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has emphasized the 
need to treat climate resilience as part of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
security agenda, noting that climate change has become a security threat that should no longer 
be ignored. 
 
During a climate security forum organized by the Stratbase Group and the German Embassy on 
Monday, Environment Secretary Juan Miguel Cuna, in his video message, said that for 
generations, nations understood security largely in terms of borders, armed conflict, geopolitical 
competition, and the capacity of the state to protect its territory and its people. 
 
He noted, however, that as the world evolves, the meaning of security also changes. 
 
“In the Philippines, when environmental pressures affect food, water, livelihoods, public health, 
migration, economic opportunity, and the ability of institutions to respond, they become 
something more. They become challenges to human and economic security, and under certain 
conditions, they become threats to peace and stability,” he said, noting that climate change is 
now often described as a threat multiplier. 
 
“Climate change places additional pressure on societies already contending with poverty, 
inequality, resource scarcity, displacement of weak institutions. In that sense, climate change 
rarely creates vulnerability from nothing. It finds the fault lines that already exist and widens 
them. That is the climate security challenge before us,” he added. 
 
Cuna emphasized that climate action should go beyond disaster response and involve planning 
for long-term risks. 
 
He said the country’s response should not be confined to disaster relief after a calamity strikes, 
adding that climate action needs a whole-of-society approach, as it is not the responsibility of 
environmental agencies alone. 
 
Cuna said environmental resilience is tied directly to national security, noting that communities 
need reliable water and food, sustainable livelihoods, functioning ecosystems and resilient 
infrastructure to withstand shocks. 
 
As this year's ASEAN chair, Cuna said the Philippines has the opportunity to lead efforts to 
mobilize climate finance, technology, and partnerships while pushing for the region's climate 
security agenda. 
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“Climate resilience must increasingly become part of our ASEAN's regional security 
architecture. It means recognizing that regional peace and prosperity depend increasingly on 
our collective ability to anticipate and manage climate risks,” he said. 
 
“We should strengthen the links among ASEAN's political security, economic, and sociocultural 
communities so that climate resilience is not addressed in isolation. The region should speak 
with greater coherence in mobilizing the finance, technology, and partnerships needed for a just 
transition,” he added. 
 
Meanwhile, Cuna also called for greater use of nature-based approaches and responsible 
development of the country’s mineral resources as demand for materials needed for the 
clean-energy transition increases. 
 
He said responsible mineral development requires strong environmental safeguards, 
transparency, accountability, responsible rehabilitation, and meaningful engagement with host 
communities. 
 
The Philippines, he said, needs partnerships built around long-term strengthening of institutions 
and communities. 
 
“No ASEAN member state can address these challenges entirely on its own,” Cuna said. 
 
He also urged ASEAN members to coordinate more closely and mobilize the resources needed 
for climate resilience. 
 
‘Convergent risk’ 
 
Meanwhile, Special Envoy for Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Maria Antonia 
Yulo-Loyzaga said that climate change should be treated as a “convergent risk” because it cuts 
across environmental, economic, and geopolitical concerns. 
 
In her speech, Loyzaga noted three key messages: convergent risks, interconnectedness, and 
local roots of regional solutions. 
 
“First, climate change presents as a convergent risk arising from the intersection of 
environmental hazards and socio-cultural, economic, and geopolitical change. Second, while 
our interconnectedness as a region creates synergies, it also gives rise to new areas of 
exposure and vulnerability in natural and man-made systems. And, third, regional solutions 
must have local roots,” the former DENR chief said. 
 
Loyzaga said ASEAN already has mechanisms covering disaster response, climate change, 
food security, biodiversity and maritime cooperation, but noted that these efforts remain 
fragmented. 
 

 
22 



 

Early warning systems 
 
German Ambassador to the Philippines Andreas Pfaffernoschke also stressed the importance of 
stronger regional cooperation, urging ASEAN member-nations to strengthen regional early 
warning systems that combine climate science with conflict-sensitive analysis. 
 
He also called for climate adaptation projects designed with conflict prevention in mind and for 
vulnerable communities and noted the importance of stronger cooperation on shared resources 
among ASEAN member states. 
 
Urging the private sector, civil society, academe, and local and Indigenous communities to take 
part in climate action, Cuna emphasized that shared knowledge and participation are important 
to building resilience. 
 
He also emphasized that climate security requires international partnerships and stressed the 
need to act before climate vulnerability turns into a crisis. 
 
“Because in the end, environmental resilience and lasting peace share the same principle. We 
must act before vulnerability becomes crisis. Then we will have strengthened the conditions for 
peace itself,” Cuna said. 
 
ASEAN members include Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand, Timor-Leste, and Vietnam. (PNA) 
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PUBAFFAIRS BRUXELLES 
 
Extreme weather affects Europe’s crops and fodder supply as Commission continues to 
work to adapt agriculture to climate change 
 
Persistent heat and lack of rainfall in the past two months are affecting summer crops and 
fodder supply across western and central Europe, according to the latest MARS bulletin of the 
European Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC). 
 
The strongest impacts are being reported in France, southern Germany, northern and central 
Italy, Austria, Czechia, Slovakia, Hungary and western Romania. High temperatures combined 
with a lack of rain have affected crops and fodder supply, and limited irrigation water has further 
intensified the stress in several regions. 
 
In Benelux countries, Slovenia and Croatia, hot and dry conditions reduced yield expectations 
for summer crops, particularly maize. Meanwhile, fodder supply is a concern across large parts 
of western and central Europe, with persistent heat and drought having reduced pasture 
availability and biomass accumulation. 
 
Published every month, the JRC MARS bulletin assists the Commission in monitoring 
agricultural conditions and responding to the difficulties farmers are facing. The Commission 
remains committed to supporting farmers so they can continue to provide affordable, 
high-quality food. This is where the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) plays a key role to make 
agriculture more resilient and better adapted to climate change by supporting farming practices 
that strengthen resilience and more sustainable methods. The CAP supports investments in 
efficient irrigation, climate-resilient infrastructure, water-saving technologies and better water 
management, and supports the shift to more climate resilient crops.  More information on how 
the Commission is helping farmers can be found online. 
 
Commissioner for Agriculture and Food, Christophe Hansen, said: “This summer has been 
particularly difficult for farmers across the EU. Drought and extreme heat are putting crops, 
fodder, livestock, and farmers’ incomes under increasing pressure. We are closely and actively 
monitoring the developments, gaining insights of the impact directly from the ground. These 
events are a reminder that we must prepare for a future in which extreme weather becomes 
more frequent. We need to support farmers today while making European agriculture more 
resilient for tomorrow.” 
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REUTERS 
 
Greenhushing is killing us: why companies must break their silence on climate change 
By: Helen Clarkson 
 
August 24 - Will 2026 be the year we look back at and say “that was the year the climate 
emergency really started”? We have certainly had many crises over the past few years as global 
temperatures have risen. But the protracted weather extremes experienced globally, in Europe, 
North America, and across Asia, make this year feel different. 
 
What future historians will puzzle over ​is why contemporaneous records will show that public 
discussion of climate change as the root cause didn’t increase. At least in the UK, where I ‌live, 
the silence got worse. 
 
Between 2021 and 2025, climate coverage in media decreased by 38%. In June this year, the 
UK recorded its then-hottest month on record, but more than 70% of the coverage didn't 
mention climate change at all. The net-zero policies designed to address the challenge were 
hardly mentioned, except by outlets frantically peddling misinformation. 
 
And while even vehemently anti-climate outlets have recently acknowledged climate change is 
real (“but we’ve lost, ​so let’s enjoy the heat”), many news reports about heat and wildfires don’t 
discuss the root cause. What’s driving this collective silence? 
 
First of all, there’s a popular misconception ​that people don’t like to hear about climate. Yes, 
people switch off when they hear jargon like “planetary boundaries” or “the clean energy 
transition”. But ⁠research from the Potential Energy Coalition shows climate matters to people 
when it connects to what they care about: the health of their children, the insurance on their 
home, the ​price of their food. 
 
We see the same appetite around Climate Week NYC, which Climate Group organises every 
September – we see in our data that registrations and events are much higher than ​the same 
time last year. People want to meet and they want to do something about a world that is on fire. 
 
Another clear reason for the silence is that climate has once again become extremely 
politicised. For the last few decades, climate has been a highly political issue in the U.S. And 
that was even before President Trump, with his support of oil and gas, loathing of wind turbines 
and banning ​of the word climate in federal documents. 
 
The UK had escaped this politicisation, passing the Climate Change Act in 2008 with 
cross-party support. The next Conservative prime ministers, up to Boris ​Johnson, were 
supportive of green policies, particularly those backed by UK business (for example supporting 
electric vehicle mandates). 
 

 
25 

https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/boards-policy-regulation/greenhushing-is-killing-us-why-companies-must-break-their-silence-climate-change--ecmii-2026-08-25/


 

But populism and algorithms have let anti-science rhetoric flourish. The UK is now kicking 
around in the backwash ‌of politicised ⁠anti-climate action sentiment from the U.S., fuelling (and 
fuelled by) disinformation in right-wing media. 
 
The most sustained attack is that climate action costs too much and asks too much of ordinary 
families. In the UK, Reform wants to scrap net zero and axe the government department 
responsible for it, while the Conservatives’ leader, Kemi Badenoch, has called the 2050 target 
“impossible” and vowed to repeal the Climate Change Act. 
 
The economics tell a different story. This summer’s heatwaves are set to cost the EU 180 billion 
euros, and these costs are going to mount, with 2027 forecast to be even worse, due to the 
building El Niño. In contrast the solution to climate change, net zero, is making the UK money: 
it’s clean energy economy generates around 105 billion pounds a year in gross value added, 
supports over 1 million jobs, and has attracted more than 100 billion pounds in private 
investment since 2024. 
 
But you probably won’t have read that ​in the media or on your social feed. 
Silence comes at a cost. It breeds inaction, which will slow us down further and ​cause more 
pain and suffering. ⁠People who care deeply about the climate start to think they’re alone in 
caring, which saps the momentum for action. Silence is space someone else will fill – usually 
with climate denial, distraction and disinformation. We can’t afford to cede that ground. 
 
Businesses staying silent also matters. It’s dubbed “greenhushing”: companies keeping quiet on 
their climate goals, wary of political backlash or public scrutiny if they fall short ⁠of their ​targets. 
 
Many will say “it’s fine, we can carry on with the same action, we just don’t talk about it”. But 
​that’s only true up to a point. Without the climate urgency, programmes become just another 
potential choice alongside others that may have a better immediate ROI. 
 
We know that people want climate action, they see what’s happening. And collective ​action 
problems need collective solutions. What we need is loud voices returning to companies and to 
the media. And we need some more bravery to stand up for our shared futures. 
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TAIWAN TIMES 
 
Taiwan diplomat attends climate change forum in Manila 
By: Hollie Younger 
 
Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in the Philippines Deputy Director-General Lee Ting-sheng 
(李廷盛) today attended a forum in Manila on the impact of climate change on regional security. 
 
The forum hosted by the Philippine think tank Stratbase Institute was titled: “Towards a Peaceful 
and Sustainable Future: Addressing the Climate Conflict Nexus in Asean.” 
 
Lee reaffirmed Taiwan’s willingness to deepen partnerships in climate change action and 
disaster prevention and response with the Philippines, Japan and other partners along the First 
Island Chain. 
 
Stratbase hosted the forum in cooperation with the German embassy in the Philippines, with 
Philippine government representatives, international diplomats and climate change experts in 
attendance. 
 
Lee told Philippine officials that their two countries share the imminent threat of extreme weather 
events. 
 
In the past month, the Philippines has experienced three consecutive weeks of heavy rain, while 
southern Taiwan is also suffering from flooding this week brought by southwesterly winds, he 
said. 
 
Taipei and Manila have been long-standing partners in the fields of meteorology and disaster 
prevention, with future cooperation to focus on three key areas: real-time sharing of 
meteorological warnings, sharing smart governance technologies and strengthening regional 
resilience mechanisms, Lee said. 
 
Taiwan helped the Philippines to establish an upper-air meteorological station in the 2000s, 
which was followed by more than 10 automatic weather observation stations and a data 
monitoring center to forecast typhoon activity, he said. 
 
Since 2016, the two countries have also conducted research under the Volcano, Ocean, 
Typhoon, Earthquake Technical Working Group, he added. 
 
 
 
THE GUARDIAN  
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Climate damage would obliterate any economic benefits of new North Sea fields, analysis 
shows 
By: Damian Carrington 
 
Exclusive: Economic harm of CO2 pollution from Rosebank and Jackdaw forecast to far 
outweigh any boost to UK 
 
The climate damage caused by developing the Rosebank and Jackdaw oil and gas fields under 
consideration by the UK government would destroy their economic benefits many times over, 
according to an analysis. 
 
It estimates the economic damage caused by the carbon pollution from the oil and gas 
produced would be between £119bn and £336bn in the coming decades, compared with the 
£28.7bn in value to the UK estimated by Adura, the fossil fuel company promoting the new 
fields. 
 
The assessment applies peer-reviewed research on how rising temperatures harm economies 
to the production estimates for the fields from the company. The figures are likely to be 
underestimates, as they do not include losses from amplified extreme weather, sea level rise or 
climate deaths. The analysis has been submitted to the Rosebank consultation and to an 
academic journal. 
 
The decision on whether to approve Rosebank and Jackdaw has become highly controversial, 
with the oil industry, some energy leaders and rightwing political parties pushing for the 
go-ahead. Most centre and leftwing political parties, climate scientists and environmental 
campaigners are opposed. The prime minister, Andy Burnham, also faces a revolt from Labour 
MPs who oppose the plans, while the former energy secretary Ed Miliband once called the 
Rosebank proposal “climate vandalism”. 
 
The argument that approving Rosebank and Jackdaw would reduce UK bills and improve 
energy security is a “delusion”, according to energy experts, as they are internationally traded 
commodities. Proponents of new drilling argue it would boost the UK economy, but the new 
analysis indicates this would be outweighed by long-term economic damage. 
 
“The numbers presented here show there’s going to be a very strong destruction of [economic] 
value above and beyond what Rosebank and Jackdaw could generate for the UK,” said Luke 
Hatton, at Imperial College London, who conducted the analysis. “The alternative is to really 
double down on clean energy technologies.” The UK’s net zero sector has grown three times 
faster than the overall UK economy in recent years. 
 
Richard Sulley, of the University of Sheffield’s Grantham Centre for Sustainable Futures, who 
was not part of the study, said: “Expanding oil and gas production in the North Sea is not just an 
environmental crime but also economically illiterate. Climate change has already damaged the 
UK economy, with an estimated £4.4bn loss from this summer’s heatwaves alone. 
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“Remaining tied to the use of fossil fuels keeps UK industries and consumers exposed to the 
international markets that set prices and will cost way more than it can ever deliver in growth.” 
 
Prof Ian Bateman, at the University of Exeter Business School, said: “This is an interesting study 
which shows the cumulative global climate damage of oil extraction and use is beginning to 
exceed its face value. When we add in the tax giveaways to the oil industry and compare this to 
the declining cost and zero climate damage of renewable energy then the economic case for 
leaving oil in the ground is overwhelming.” 
 
Adura, which is jointly owned by Shell and Norway’s Equinor, did not respond to a request for 
comment. 
 
A spokesperson for the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero said: “The North Sea 
remains a vital national asset, supporting jobs, growth and the UK’s energy security. Oil and gas 
will continue to play an important role in our energy system for decades to come, alongside 
transitioning to clean power to protect jobs and tackle the climate crisis.” 
 
The government’s official advisers, the Climate Change Committee, said in March: “Achieving 
net zero is a more cost-effective path for the UK economy than continued reliance on fossil 
fuels, bringing a net benefit to society.” 
 
The analysis uses research published in the journal Nature in March and production data 
submitted to the government by Adura to assess how much carbon dioxide pollution would 
result from Rosebank and Jackdaw and how much economic damage that would cause around 
the world. 
 
The economic damage is estimated for the period up to 2100 and the spread of estimates from 
£119bn to £336bn results from using ranges for how damages may increase in the future and 
are valued in today’s money. The analysis is based on additional CO2 being added to the 
atmosphere as evidence shows new oil and gas fields do not generally lead to other fields being 
shut down. 
 
If oil and gas production at Rosebank and Jackdaw is better than Adura’s central case, the 
climate damage range rises to £170bn-£482bn. Just 6% of this higher estimate would need to 
be felt in the UK to wipe out all the suggested economic gains within the country. 
 
Rosebank’s anticipated production accounts for the bulk of the damages – about 88%. It has 
been suggested Burnham could approve Jackdaw but block Rosebank. 
 
Dr Rick Lupton, at the University of Bath, said: “The analysis is a reasonable piece of 
exploratory work based on real data and studies, but there are lots of assumptions involved in 
the specific numbers. The general point is sound: climate damage will certainly increase from 
exploiting these fields, and this may well be comparable or much larger than the economic 
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benefits from the development, especially considering the mismatch between who benefits and 
who suffers the impacts.” 
 
The October cap on energy prices paid by UK energy customers is due to be the highest in 
three years, driven by high gas prices due to the US-Israeli war on Iran. 
 

   =END= 
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