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ABS CBN  
 
Cool Japan: Human fridge chills workers in extreme heat 
 
Feeling dizzy and unwell after cycling to work in Japan's punishing summer heat, warehouse 
worker Isao Tabuchi headed for his company's newest acquisition: a refrigerator for humans. 
 
Enhanced habagat will drench Luzon towards the weekend 
By: Ariel Rojas 
 
MANILA -- Three weather disturbances are being monitored around the Philippine area of 
responsibility.  
 
Up to 7 more tropical cyclones expected through the end of 2026: PAGASA 
By: Ariel Rojas 
 
MANILA — Five to seven more tropical cyclones are expected to form within or enter the 
Philippine area of responsibility in the remaining months of 2026, PAGASA said Wednesday. 
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Project NOAH system to forecast potential flooded areas a day in advance 
By: Daniza Fernandez 
 
MANILA — Project NOAH's system could predict areas that may possibly be flooded, a day in 
advance, its Executive Director Mahar Lagmay said on Tuesday. 
 
IRRI 
 
AI and digital tools to drive gains in climate resilience in Philippine rice landscapes 
 
LOS BAÑOS, Philippines (19 August 2026) — The National Irrigation Administration (NIA) and 
the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) continue to make progress in deploying artificial 
intelligence (AI) and digital monitoring tools through the Palay+ project to target agricultural 
investments, close yield gaps, and modernize water management. These efforts aim to 
strengthen the resilience of Filipino farmers to changing climate conditions and reduce methane 
emissions in rice production across the Philippines. 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Greener growth? PIDS warns climate-proofing Philippine farms could raise emissions 
 
Efforts to climate-proof Philippine agriculture could lift productivity but inadvertently worsen the 
sector’s carbon footprint unless investments are paired with measures to curb emissions, 
according to state-run policy think tank Philippine Institute for Development Studies (PIDS). 
 
NEWESTALK ZV 
 
Perspective with Heather du Plessis-Allan: Let's hope ACT can actually get rid of the 
Climate Change Commission this time 
By: Heather du Plessis-Allan 
 
The ACT Party is coming for the Climate Change Commission again. It has revived its policy to 
get rid of the commission - and I personally hope ACT actually follows through on it this time if it 
makes it into Government after November because, by any measure, it's a waste of money. 
 
RNZ 
 
ACT Party revives policy to disestablish Climate Change Commission 
 
The ACT Party has revived its 2023 election policy to disestablish the Climate Change 
Commission. 
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TRAVEL DAILY MEDIA  
 
Philippine tourism pivots to climate resilience as severe weather stalls visitor targets 
 
The recent run of floods and earthquakes have led to serious questions regarding the sector’s 
resilience for the long haul 
 
 
THE CONVERSATION 
 
Working with nature can help NZ adapt to climate change. Where is the plan to do it? 
By: Jo Adetunji 
 
Two major reports released in recent weeks help illustrate the scale of New Zealand’s climate 
adaptation challenge – and some of the biggest barriers to tackling it. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
BUSINESS WORLD  
 
CCC, National Youth Commission pilot program to empower young leaders towards 
transformative climate action 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC), in collaboration with the National Youth Commission 
(NYC), partnered with selected higher  education institutions (HEIs) to pilot the Youth Climate 
Leadership Accelerator Project (Youth CLAP), providing participating students with opportunities 
to strengthen their climate knowledge, develop leadership skills, and explore practical ways to 
contribute to a more transformative climate action. 
 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ABS CBN  
 
Cool Japan: Human fridge chills workers in extreme heat 
 
Feeling dizzy and unwell after cycling to work in Japan's punishing summer heat, warehouse 
worker Isao Tabuchi headed for his company's newest acquisition: a refrigerator for humans. 
 
The phonebooth-sized machine, where jets of chilled air ensure ice-cold comfort, only launched 
this year but has proved popular in a country that seems to be getting inexorably warmer. 
 
"I was really able to recover thanks to that. Once you use it, it's very, very cool," Tabuchi, 51, 
told AFP in the western industrial city of Higashiosaka. 
 
Tokyo-based industrial equipment distributor Trusco Nakayama said it has sold more than 300 
units of the "Do Hiemon Box" since April, priced at 1.5 million yen ($9,400). 
 
Customers include construction sites, factories and warehouses, and will expand in the future to 
golf courses, said company sales agent China Yamamoto. Baseball stadiums may also be 
interested. 
 
Some within the company had been skeptical, she added. 
 
"It's large, it's expensive, and it's not the kind of product where you can just explain it in words 
and have customers say, 'Okay, let's buy one.' So there were a lot of uncertainties," she told 
AFP. 
 
'CRUELLY HOT'  
 
Scientists say human-induced climate change is increasing the frequency and intensity of 
extreme heat events around the world. 
 
In 2025, Japan saw its hottest summer on record. 
 
This year, the weather office began using a new word -- "kokushobi" or "cruelly hot day" -- when 
temperatures hit 40C (104F), urging the public to treat extreme heat like a natural disaster. 
 
Tokyo alone recorded almost 120 heat-related deaths in the month to mid-August, while close to 
63,000 people nationwide this summer needed emergency care. 
 
Since last year, Japanese businesses have faced tougher legal requirements to help employees 
toiling in the heat. 
 
Building sites, for example, must provide workers with suitable clothing such as jackets with 
built-in fans, as well as air-conditioned break rooms and canopies to ensure shade. 
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A new initiative introduced this year allows bureaucrats in Tokyo to come to work in shorts -- a 
groundbreaking move in a country where formal business attire still rules. 
 
The impact of rising temperatures on businesses in the world's fourth-biggest economy is real. 
 
A survey in July by Teikoku Databank found that 50 percent of companies said intense heat had 
disrupted their operations. 
 
Almost 88 percent said they had upgraded efforts to help workers cope with the heat. 
 
VITAL INVESTMENT 
 
The Do Hiemon Box can provide one line of defense. 
 
It operates from a regular power socket, can be wheeled around and doesn't use much power, 
according to its maker. 
 
To prevent overuse, it automatically shuts off after 20 minutes. 
 
Investing in heat-countering measures has become essential to maintain the existing workforce 
and attract new recruits, said Yutaka Kono from Konoe, the specialist wholesaler of screws and 
surveying equipment where Tabuchi works. 
 
Conventional air conditioners and spot coolers offer relief, but Kono's firm has many open areas 
to allow trucks and heavy equipment to operate. 
 
"I was really surprised by this new concept of putting people into a kind of refrigerator, and I 
found it very appealing that by going inside that refrigerator, a person's body can be cooled in an 
instant to a safe temperature," Kono told AFP. 
 
"That made me think, 'We definitely want to install one of these'," he said. 
 
Worker Taichi Konishi, 24, says he uses it about three times a day. 
 
After moving heavy boxes of metal tools and parts by hand between cargo pallets, he strolls 
over, steps into the box, sits down and smiles, running his fingers through his hair like in the 
shower. 
 
"This feels really good," he told AFP. 
 
"I've only been in for about two minutes, but even that was enough for all my swe 
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Enhanced habagat will drench Luzon towards the weekend 
By: Ariel Rojas 
 
MANILA -- Three weather disturbances are being monitored around the Philippine area of 
responsibility.  
 
One is tropical depression Gaenari (formerly Neneng) - off Taiwan, which is less likely to enter 
PAR; the other, a tropical depression east of southeastern Luzon that is starting to move away 
from the Philippines but will have binary interaction with Saudel. 
 
 
This will merge with Saudel, which will enter PAR as a super typhoon on Monday. It will be 
called Obet, which has no direct impact on weather but will pull habagat. 
 
Habagat will affect Luzon through midweek, and will be enhanced from Thursday due to Obet 
and the two new potential systems by the weekend. 
 
WEATHER CONDITIONS  
Monday to Wednesday: scattered rains over Northern and Central Luzon. Warm and humid 
conditions over the rest of the country, with isolated showers or thunderstorms in the afternoon 
or evening 
 
Thursday to Sunday: monsoon rains over Ilocos Region, Central Luzon, Occidental Mindoro, 
and western sections of Cordillera and CALABARZON -scattered rains over the rest of Luzon, 
Western Visayas, and Negros Island Region. Hot and dry weather over Mindanao and Metro 
Manila 
 
Widespread flooding and landslides may be expected over western Luzon, including Metro 
Manila, during the habagat enhancement. 
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Project NOAH system to forecast potential flooded areas a day in advance 
By: Daniza Fernandez 
 
MANILA — Project NOAH's system could predict areas that may possibly be flooded, a day in 
advance, its Executive Director Mahar Lagmay said on Tuesday. 
 
Project NOAH, the government's program for disaster prevention and mitigation, received a 
P1-billion funding to improve its artificial intelligence (AI)-powered flood forecasting and disaster 
prevention. 
 
Asked how early they could release a prediction, Lagmay replied: "One day in advance." 
 
"Meron po kaming ginagawa na mga impact-based forecasting," he said on state television 
PTV's Bagong Pilipinas Ngayon. "'Yun po 'yung pwede nating magamit du'n sa pagdesisyon 
kung may pasok o wala." 
 
"Hindi ito 100% perfect kasi mahirap pong i-claim 'yan pero mapapaganda po natin 'yung ating 
mga desisyon kasi science-based, may mga thresholds, merong mga measurements. 'Yun ang 
gamitin nating basehan sa mga desisyon. Ang ating governance ay guided by evidence," he 
added. 
 
Lagmay said local government units may get the information through Project NOAH's platforms 
including its website. 
 
He said the public may not only view the data, but can access the data sets as well. 
 
"Sa ganu'ng paraan, 'yung mga gusto pang pag-aralan 'yung mga datos na may patungkol doon 
sa disaster problem ay pwede pa nilang pagandahin pa… Hindi na pwede 'yung tayo'y 
naghihintay kasi buhay po ang nakasalalay dito," the executive director said. 
 
Aside from flood prediction, Project NOAH is able to overlay flood control projects to the shape 
of the ground to simulate if the design would be effective in mitigating flooding. 
 
"Bago pa tayo gumastos ng bilyong-bilyong piso doon sa imprastraktura, nakikita na natin kung 
tama ba 'yung intervention na 'yun kontra baha. Hindi tayo kailangang gumastos ng 
pagkalaki-laki na wala rin namang mapupuntahan," Lagmay said. 
 
The deaths due to disasters have decreased due to improved technology and policies, among 
others, Lagmay said. He noted that since 2014, disaster deaths dropped from 1,000 to 1,250 
per year to 200 to 300 deaths.  
 
He, however, said that they are aiming for zero fatalities. 
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Up to 7 more tropical cyclones expected through the end of 2026: PAGASA 
By: Ariel Rojas 
 
MANILA — Five to seven more tropical cyclones are expected to form within or enter the 
Philippine area of responsibility in the remaining months of 2026, PAGASA said Wednesday. 
 
Here is the monthly breakdown of the remaining expected storms this year.  
 

●​ 2 or 3    September 
●​ 1 or 2    October 
●​ 1 or 2    November 
●​ 1 or 2    December 

 
One more storm is also possible in January, while there is only a slim chance of a tropical 
cyclone in February, PAGASA said in a climate forum.  
 
The remaining storm names in PAGASA’s 2026 list include Pilandok, Queenie, Rosal, Samuel, 
Tomas, Umberto, Venus, Yayang, and Zeny. 
 
Tropical cyclones tend to make landfall and cross the country during the last quarter of the year. 
This is due to the formation of a strong high pressure area over the Northern Pacific that blocks 
the storms from moving northwestward during the winter season. 
 
However, the prevailing El Niño could alter the usual tropical cyclone behavior. 
 
The migration of the warm ocean waters to the central and eastern portion of the Pacific Ocean 
may cause some storms to recurve before entering the PAR. Those that may reach the country 
could become more intense and more devastating after traveling over warm waters for a longer 
distance. 
 
After several weeks of enhanced southwest monsoon or Habagat, Metro Manila and 21 
provinces in the Ilocos Region, Central Luzon, Calabarzon, and parts of Cordillera and 
Mimaropa received above-normal rainfall in August. 
 
In contrast, 40 provinces in southern Bicol, most of Visayas, and Mindanao not affected by 
Habagat had way-below or more than 60-percent reduction in rainfall in the same period. 
 
PAGASA forecasts below-normal precipitation over most of northern Luzon in September, while 
near-normal rains could be experienced over the rest of the country. 
 
By October, Luzon, Visayas, and Caraga may see below-normal rainfall or 20 to 40 percent 
reduction from average. Near normal rainfall is still expected over the rest of Mindanao. 
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In November, most of the country could have below normal rainfall. Provinces in the western 
portion may see rainfall deficits of more than 60 percent. 
 
However, near to above normal rains may be possible in Luzon and Western Visayas due to 
potential passing tropical cyclones. Palawan, the rest of Visayas, and Mindanao will continue to 
have below normal precipitation. 
 
Significant rainfall reduction is seen again over the western sections of Northern and Central 
Luzon, and Palawan in January, extending to most of Luzon and Visayas and parts of 
Zamboanga Peninsula and Soccsksargen in February. 
 
The rainfall reduction is caused by the prevailing El Niño, which may persist through the first half 
of 2027.  
 
A moderate to strong El Niño is present in the tropical Pacific and may breach a very strong 
category or Super El Niño before the end of 2026. 
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IRRI 
 
AI and digital tools to drive gains in climate resilience in Philippine rice landscapes 
 
LOS BAÑOS, Philippines (19 August 2026) — The National Irrigation Administration (NIA) and 
the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) continue to make progress in deploying artificial 
intelligence (AI) and digital monitoring tools through the Palay+ project to target agricultural 
investments, close yield gaps, and modernize water management. These efforts aim to 
strengthen the resilience of Filipino farmers to changing climate conditions and reduce methane 
emissions in rice production across the Philippines. 
 
"This project between NIA and IRRI is about making technology practical and fitting the realities 
of Filipino farmers and the Philippine rice sector. We want solutions that are innovative, timely, 
sustainable, and most importantly, work on the ground," said Engr. Luisito Ruel S. San Miguel, 
Division Manager of NIA’s Irrigation Engineering Center. 
 
Palay+ aims to modernize water management through digital dashboards and satellite 
monitoring that track water levels in real-time, helping farmers save water and significantly 
reduce the methane emissions released by flooded rice fields. Further, it is also advancing 
progress on expanding and digitizing the country’s rural groundwater monitoring system to 
safeguard vital water supplies from running dry. 
 
“The unique part of the Palay+ project is that we combine field diagnostics, farmer 
collaborations, and AI systems to jointly identify how we can most cost-effectively improve 
productivity, resilience, and reduce the environmental impact of the farming systems. This 
approach helps to substantially increase the impact and speed of NIA’s programs that affect 
millions of farmers” said Dr. Anton Urfels, IRRI Senior Scientist and Project Lead. 
 
AI diagnostics uncovers drivers to close yield gaps 
 
As Palay+ completed its first year of implementation, the Landscape Crop Assessment Survey 
(LCAS) was deployed and significant yield gaps were identified in pilot areas: 2,478 kg/ha in the 
Sta. Maria River Irrigation System (RIS) in Laguna and 1,250 kg/ha in the Sta. Barbara RIS in 
Iloilo. Advanced AI and machine learning (ML) models identified nitrogen fertilizer management 
as the primary driver behind these productivity gaps in both irrigation systems. 
 
To validate these insights, field trials were established to compare Palay+ data-driven fertilizer 
recommendations against traditional farmer practices. In the first dry season, Laguna trials 
achieved an average yield increase of 0.8 t/ha, while Iloilo trials gained a 0.3 t/ha improvement 
in comparison to farmers' practice from a simple practice change. 
 
Laguna farmers gained an average net benefit of up to Php 9,894 (~165.00 USD) per hectare, 
while those in Iloilo gained up to Php 4,127 per hectare (~69.00 USD). Demonstration plots 
produced greener and more uniform crops, with better grain filling and larger grain size. 
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Modernizing canal and groundwater management 
 
Beyond closing yield gaps, Palay+ is using digital technologies to help make water management 
more responsive to water shortages due to extreme climate conditions such as droughts and 
prolonged dry spells. 
 
The project team is also working to modernize water monitoring across canal irrigation systems 
to support alternate wetting and drying (AWD). AWD is a proven water-saving and low-emission 
technology, where fields are periodically drained before re-flooding fields. A “traffic light-inspired" 
digital monitoring system, which uses simple colors such as green for sufficient water and red 
for empty canals, is under development to help monitor where water is needed. This system 
works by combining field-level AWD data, smart data entry, and satellite technology. 
 
To further strengthen sustainable groundwater management, the project also initiated 
stakeholder dialogues with agencies including the National Water Resources Board (NWRB), 
the Bureau of Soils and Water Management (BSWM), Mines and Geosciences Bureau 
(DENR-NWRB), Agricultural Training Institute (DA-ATI), National Irrigation Administration (NIA), 
Ateneo De Manila University (ADMU), University of the Philippines Los Baños (UPLB), and 
University of the Philippines Diliman (UPD) to support cross-agency dialogue and develop a 
framework for interoperable digital groundwater monitoring systems that support sustainable 
groundwater management. 
 
In both pilot sites in Laguna and Iloilo, Palay+ has already started systematic groundwater 
management by geotagging shallow tubewells and creating a centralized baseline database for 
water level measurements. IRRI and NIA are currently reviewing protocols and policies for 
improving data and equipment management to support more sustainable and resilient 
groundwater programming in NIA. 
 
As Palay+ enters its second year, the focus will shift toward national scaling and the formal 
integration of these AI and digital tools into NIA’s operational framework. 
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Greener growth? PIDS warns climate-proofing Philippine farms could raise emissions 
 
Efforts to climate-proof Philippine agriculture could lift productivity but inadvertently worsen the 
sector’s carbon footprint unless investments are paired with measures to curb emissions, 
according to state-run policy think tank Philippine Institute for Development Studies (PIDS). 
 
In a statement last Tuesday, Aug. 25, PIDS said government spending on climate adaptation 
could help agricultural gross value added (GVA) grow 0.38 percentage points (ppts) faster, but 
the resulting increase in farm activity could also push greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions higher. 
 
Under an adaptation-only scenario, agricultural GHG emissions are projected to increase by 29 
percent from 2025 to 2045, compared with a 24-percent rise if current trends continue. 
 
Adding targeted mitigation measures to climate adaptation, however, could reverse the 
trajectory and reduce projected agricultural emissions by 18 percent over the same period. 
 
The findings came from the discussion paper “Culprit and Victim: Scenarios for Philippine 
Agriculture amidst Climate Change,” authored by PIDS senior research fellow Roehlano Briones 
and former supervising research specialist Ivory Myka Galang. 
 
Originally published in December 2024, the study used a computable general equilibrium model 
to assess three pathways for Philippine agriculture: continuing current trends, strengthening 
climate adaptation, and combining adaptation with mitigation. 
 
The study highlights the sector’s dual role in the climate crisis. Agriculture accounts for about 23 
percent of the country’s GHG emissions while also suffering heavily from climate-related 
disasters. 
 
From 2012 to 2022, agriculture sustained an average of ₱44 billion in annual property damage 
from natural disasters, accounting for 60 percent of the country’s total disaster-related property 
damage. 
 
Rice cultivation is the largest source of agricultural GHG emissions, followed by enteric 
fermentation from livestock and manure management. 
 
Among the mitigation measures identified by the researchers is alternate wetting and drying 
(AWD), which reduces methane emissions by allowing rice fields to dry intermittently rather than 
keeping them continuously flooded. 
 
The study modeled a 40-percent reduction in GHG emissions from rice production through 
AWD, which can also conserve water without compromising rice yields. 
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For livestock, improved manure management, including technologies such as biogas digesters, 
could cut emissions while converting animal waste into a potential energy source. 
 
The authors recommended strengthening climate adaptation measures for crops, livestock, and 
fisheries while improving information on agricultural emissions and expanding support for 
technologies that reduce emissions without compromising farm productivity. 
 
They also called for greater support for farmers, particularly small farmers, in adopting 
climate-resilient and low-emission technologies to ensure that climate action does not 
undermine agricultural competitiveness or food security. 
 
Although agriculture has no unconditional emissions-reduction target, the study estimated that 
211 million metric tons (MT) of carbon dioxide-equivalent reductions could be achieved through 
various policies and measures, including AWD, renewable energy (RE), improved livestock 
manure management, and precision agriculture. - Danielle T. Bayani 
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NEWESTALK ZV 
 
Perspective with Heather du Plessis-Allan: Let's hope ACT can actually get rid of the 
Climate Change Commission this time 
By: Heather du Plessis-Allan 
 
The ACT Party is coming for the Climate Change Commission again. It has revived its policy to 
get rid of the commission - and I personally hope ACT actually follows through on it this time if it 
makes it into Government after November because, by any measure, it's a waste of money.\ 
 
The Climate Change Commission is one of those Government departments, and we've got 
heaps of them now, that spends most of its time writing reports. My general rule is that if a 
Government department exists mainly to write reports, then it needs to be scrapped because we 
don't have the money for that kind of thing. 
 
Keep the ones that provide services. Keep the ones that give you surgeries, put people in jail, 
police the streets, collect your taxes and teach your kids. All the ones that provide a service you 
can actually quantify in your life, keep them. The ones doing the budgeting for the Government, 
keep them. 
 
But the ones that just write reports that most of us will never read? In an age where AI can 
collate data and produce similar reports, dump them. We don't need them. 
 
The Climate Change Commission is a prime example. That's especially true when the advice it 
has been providing is so unbelievably nutty that no one's ever going to do it. 
 
Do you remember the time they said the way to reach our climate target was to cull the dairy 
herd? That was in 2021. It wasn't that long ago. Cull the dairy herd in a country that provides 
food for the rest of the world. Did they check that with anybody before they went public with it? 
 
They also suggested banning new gas connections. That was nutty too. There was no need for 
a ban like that. The market is doing it anyway because we're running out of gas. 
 
But this kind of nonsense costs us about $15 million a year. Since the Commission was created, 
it has cost us around $100 million and counting. 
 
For what? 
 
For paperwork that no one takes seriously. 
 
Of course, an announcement like this from the ACT Party is going to drive the climate lovies 
nuts because they'll be wedded to the Climate Change Commission, not because of what it 
actually does, which is nothing, but simply because it's the Climate Change Commission and it's 
got "climate change" in its name. Therefore, it must be important. 
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Good on ACT for taking this on again. But here's my challenge to ACT: instead of just 
campaigning on it because it sounds good, then abandoning the idea when it comes to the 
crunch in coalition negotiations, how about campaigning on it this time and then actually getting 
rid of it? 
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RNZ 
 
ACT Party revives policy to disestablish Climate Change Commission 
 
The ACT Party has revived its 2023 election policy to disestablish the Climate Change 
Commission. 
 
Its spokesperson, candidate Paul Henry says if elected the party would transfer the 
Commission's monitoring and reporting duties to existing bodies. 
 
But the move was not just about cutting duplication and cost, he said. 
 
"Their barking mad recommendation to increase our 2050 emissions reduction commitment 
would have lowered GDP by 2.2 percent. 
 
"That's around $2 billion a year by 2035, rising to about $12.5 billion every year by 2050, wiped 
from our economy to meet an arbitrary target." 
 
The commission had put forward proposals "even Labour and the Greens can't get behind", 
Henry said, pointing to the Labour-led government rejecting a recommendation to tighten 
Emissions Trading Scheme restrictions. 
 
"Even the left could recognise a stupid idea." 
 
Henry said the Ministry for Cities, Environment, Regions and Transport (MCERT) already 
measured greenhouse gas inventory and managed the Emissions Trading Scheme. 
 
"Having the Climate Change Commission on top of that creates unnecessary duplication and 
costs on taxpayers that must be eliminated," he said. 
 
ACT would instead make MCERT responsible for assessing the country's progress towards 
emissions targets. 
 
In 2023, ACT leader David Seymour said its climate policy was " the best any political party has 
put forward". 
 
Commission plays a 'really important role' - Labour 
But Labour leader Chris Hipkins said ACT were "climate change deniers" and needed to face up 
to the extreme weather events the country was experiencing more often. 
 
The commission played a "really important role" as a watchdog, he said, and not every 
recommendation needed to be accepted in full for that work to be valuable. 
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"We certainly considered every single one of them, and the evidence base behind their 
recommendations was also incredibly important to government decision making," he said. 
 
Green Party co-leader Chloe Swarbrick pushed back on the suggestion, saying ACT "doesn't 
care about the existential threat of climate change". 
 
"These guys are a joke. It's so deeply unserious," she said. "They're after headlines. They're not 
after improving people's lives." 
 
She said rather than being abolished, the commission needed more teeth. 
 
"Unfortunately, since we've seen this government come to power, they have actively shredded 
climate policy, which actually actively results in a higher cost of living for New Zealanders, as 
well as people being all the more exposed to more intense and frequent severe weather 
events." 
 
Swarbrick said that unlike the new MCERT ministry, the commission existed to be an 
independent body that would not take direction from ministers but rather hold them to account 
for meeting emissions goals. 
 
"The ACT Party champions independent institutions, the likes of the Reserve Bank... because 
we understand that politicians are not economists oftentimes, and are not experts in that field... 
the same should go for climate science, we're talking about scientific realities necessary for life 
on Earth." 
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TRAVEL DAILY MEDIA  
 
Philippine tourism pivots to climate resilience as severe weather stalls visitor targets 
By : Marga Manlapig 
 
The recent run of floods and earthquakes have led to serious questions regarding the sector’s 
resilience for the long haul 
 
While the Philippines’ capacity to recover from extreme weather events is well-documented, a 
fundamental shift is taking place across the archipelago. 
 
Locals and relevant authorities are coming to terms with the fact that the country’s long-term 
survival depends entirely on structural climate adaptation, rather than transient promotional 
campaigns. 
 
While the nation’s natural landscapes maintain its baseline competitiveness, a relentless 
sequence of typhoons, El Niño droughts, and regional seismic activity has curbed international 
arrival growth.  
 
Missing its target metrics into 2026, the country’s tourism sector continues to lag behind 
Southeast Asian neighbours such as Thailand, Malaysia, and Vietnam.  
 
However, underlying data reveals that a combination of robust domestic mobility, targeted 
infrastructure rehabilitation, and strategic portfolio diversification is successfully sustaining the 
industry. 
 
For now, the resilience of Philippine tourism remains undisputed; however, moving forward, 
converting baseline recovery into sustainable growth will hinge on rigid adherence to 
eco-friendly building standards, proactive coastal management, and the continued structural 
evolution of its destination offerings. 
 
What exactly is wrong here? 
The geographical vulnerability of the archipelago remains a critical variable: core source 
markets, most notably South Korea, demonstrate high sensitivity to safety perceptions and 
weather-induced disruptions, leading to immediate booking cancellations.  
 
Concurrently, coral bleaching and coastal erosion threaten key ecotourism assets in Palawan, 
Coron, and Boracay.  
 
Furthermore, operational continuity is being complicated by island destinations’ reliance on 
isolated grids, where logistics breakdowns quickly compromise off-grid power supplies. 
 
Is the government doing anything about it? 
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In response, the Department of Tourism (DOT) alongside private sector stakeholders are 
executing crucial structural adjustments to insulate the trade. 
 
Current measures include the following: 
 

●​ Climate-hardened infrastructure Priority is shifting towards resilient physical 
infrastructure, encompassing regional airport upgrades, network-wide Tourist Rest 
Areas, and dedicated call centres providing real-time crisis management and emergency 
coordination. 

●​ A more diverse tourism portfolio To mitigate dependence on weather-exposed beach 
destinations, the DOT is expanding MICE, urban cultural circuits, and medical tourism. 
Corporate travel into Metro Manila and Cebu has provided a reliable buffer against 
seasonal hazards. 

●​ An emphasis on domestic tourism Generating over 134 million trips annually, local 
mobility serves as the primary economic anchor, maintaining occupancy levels and 
supporting more than 16 million livelihoods across the value chain. 

●​ Strategically expanding emergent markets To offset volatility in traditional markets, 
streamlined e-visa systems have been rolled out across India and the Middle East, 
complemented by expanded Muslim-friendly hospitality certifications to capture emerging 
demographics. 
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THE CONVERSATION 
 
Working with nature can help NZ adapt to climate change. Where is the plan to do it? 
By: Jo Adetunji 
 
Two major reports released in recent weeks help illustrate the scale of New Zealand’s climate 
adaptation challenge – and some of the biggest barriers to tackling it. 
 
The Climate Change Commission has found the country’s adaptation efforts are still not keeping 
pace with growing climate risks, with progress uneven and some areas slipping further behind. 
 
It cited the potential for working more with nature to reduce those risks, but found this was being 
hampered by a lack of action, supportive policy and funding. 
 
Meanwhile, an analysis from the Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment highlights a 
parallel obstacle: that information needed to make good environmental decisions is often 
fragmented, inaccessible or difficult to combine. 
 
In our warming world, both reports reflect the need for a more strategic approach that 
nature-based solutions can help provide. Rather than relying solely on engineered defences, 
these solutions use natural systems to help manage climate impacts. 
 
Protecting a community from flooding, for example, might involve restoring an upstream 
wetland, giving a river more room to move or strategically revegetating parts of a catchment – 
potentially reducing the need for ever-larger stopbanks. 
 
But knowing which of these approaches will work – and where – depends on having the right 
information, along with the right system to support it. 
 
Understand how AI is changing society, with our weekly newsletter 
Please enter your email... 
 
Subscribe for free 
This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy Policy and Terms of Service 
apply. 
Turning information into action 
For all their promise, nature-based solutions won’t work equally well everywhere. 
 
A wetland might reduce flooding in one part of a catchment but make little difference elsewhere. 
Similarly, re-vegetating an erosion-prone slope may deliver far greater benefits than planting 
already stable farmland. 
 
Nor does every restoration project necessarily qualify as a nature-based solution. 
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Such interventions need to address a defined problem, work at an appropriate ecological scale 
and produce measurable benefits once implemented. International standards also require these 
projects to be practical, well governed and monitored over time to ensure they are working. 
 
In recent research, we argued that strategic native re-vegetation needs to work at three levels: 
national priorities, ecological processes across landscapes, and decisions made on individual 
farms and other whenua (land). 
 
The landscape, such as a river catchment, is where these ecological processes come together, 
while individual farms and properties are where action typically happens. 
 
A federated environmental data system proposed by the parliamentary commissioner could 
provide an important foundation for this kind of strategic thinking. But better-organised data 
alone won’t be enough. 
 
What’s missing is what we call a “landscape intelligence” system. This would bring together 
information about ecosystems, hazards, land use and communities, alongside the tools needed 
to turn that information into practical decisions. 
 
New Zealand already has many working examples to show both the potential of using better 
information for climate adaptation – and its limitations. Our own work in Doubtless Bay, Te Tai 
Tokerau, is one of them. 
 
The catchment faces a range of climate-related risks, alongside declining freshwater and 
coastal habitats. Through the Department of Conservation’s Ngā Awa programme, restoration 
ecologist Adam Forbes and I worked with hapū and other community members to explore how 
revegetation could support climate adaptation. 
 
We combined local knowledge with spatial data to identify potential nature-based solutions and 
to map environmental vulnerabilities across the catchment. This showed where problems such 
as erosion, poor water quality and flooding overlap – and where revegetation or wetland 
restoration could deliver several benefits at once. 
 
But maps can only take us so far. They can’t tell us whether a landowner can afford the 
recommended work, how restoration costs should be shared among those who benefit, or 
whether nature-based solutions, engineering or a combination of the two would work best. 
 
Making those decisions requires more than good environmental information. It also requires 
modelling and economic analysis, Te Tiriti-informed governance and credible ways of financing 
the work. 
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The cost of waiting 
 
The costs of climate change are already being felt by communities across New Zealand. Yet 
97% of government spending on natural hazards since 2010 has gone towards response and 
recovery, compared with just 3% for risk reduction and resilience. 
 
The longer New Zealand delays investing in climate adaptation, the greater those costs are 
likely to become. All the while, catchment groups, hapū, landowners and volunteers are 
developing local plans, gathering environmental information and putting nature-based solutions 
and restoration projects into practice. 
 
Much of this work is being done with limited support, with no clear pathway for turning local 
priorities into sustained public investment. 
 
That is not a durable national adaptation strategy. Communities cannot be expected to build 
long-term responses to climate change around volunteer labour, fragmented information and 
temporary grants. 
 
New approaches to nature finance, such as those being developed by the digital platform Toha 
Network, could help share the costs of nature-based solutions across the public and private 
sectors. 
 
When carefully designed and put in the right places, these solutions can reduce risks from 
flooding, erosion and water scarcity, while delivering wider ecological and social benefits. 
 
New Zealand already has capable scientists and communities ready to act. What it lacks is a 
national system that makes effective nature-based solutions easier to identify, fund, deliver and 
evaluate. 
 
Bringing these pieces together will be crucial if “working with nature” is to move from an 
attractive policy aspiration to a practical part of adapting to climate change. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 

BUSINESS WORLD  
 
CCC, National Youth Commission pilot program to empower young leaders towards 
transformative climate action 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC), in collaboration with the National Youth Commission 
(NYC), partnered with selected higher  education institutions (HEIs) to pilot the Youth Climate 
Leadership Accelerator Project (Youth CLAP), providing participating students with opportunities 
to strengthen their climate knowledge, develop leadership skills, and explore practical ways to 
contribute to a more transformative climate action. 
 
The pilot session, held virtually on Aug. 15, brought students into an accelerated learning 
journey covering climate science, policy and governance, climate diplomacy, communications, 
innovation, and youth leadership, with activities designed to translate learning into practical 
climate action. 
 
Youth CLAP was designed as a complementary and fast-tracked learning experience that 
provides selected university and college students with a common foundation on climate issues 
while allowing them to apply their knowledge to challenges within their institutions and 
communities. 
 
Spanning four consecutive Saturdays at selected HEIs, the program combines four core 
modules and a Masterclass to help students engineer concrete climate solutions. It culminates 
in an Innovation Showcase where participants pitch their finalized proposals. 
 
CCC Vice- Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje emphasized bridging the gap 
between climate awareness and concrete, multidisciplinary action led by youth. 
 
“There are students here from different institutions, disciplines, and communities. Meet them. 
Challenge one another. Borrow ideas. Improve them. Build friendships and partnerships. One of 
you may understand the science. Another may know how to build the technology. Someone else 
may understand policy. Another may know how to communicate the idea so that people actually 
listen,” Mr. Borje said. 
 
“Very often, the solution is not sitting inside one person. It emerges when different people learn 
how to think and work together,” he added. 
 
The initiative forms part of the CCC’s continuing efforts to strengthen climate education and 
meaningful youth participation in the country’s climate agenda. 
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The participation of experts from different fields reflects the multidisciplinary approach of Youth 
CLAP, recognizing that climate action requires more than scientific knowledge but also 
leadership, communication, and engagement with communities. 
 
The CCC recognizes the important role of HEIs in creating spaces for climate learning, 
research, innovation, and youth leadership. Through their academic institutions and 
organizations, participating students can help bring climate knowledge and solutions closer to 
their peers and communities. 
 
The initiative also supports the government’s broader direction of strengthening youth 
participation and climate resilience. The National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023-2050, developed 
under the leadership of President Ferdinand Marcos, Jr., provides a long-term framework for 
building the country’s adaptive capacity and resilience. The NAP also recognizes the role of 
young people in shaping and implementing climate adaptation and mitigation efforts. 
 
The pilot initiative supports the CCC’s broader efforts to promote climate literacy, strengthen 
multi-stakeholder participation, and provide meaningful avenues for young people to contribute 
to building a climate-resilient, safe, and sustainable Philippines. 
 

   =END= 
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