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AL JAZEERA 
 
‘Everything is covered in ash’: Indonesia wildfires leave people in crisis 
By: Jessica Washington 
 
The fires are severely impacting people’s health in West Kalimantan, with pregnant women and 
children among the most vulnerable. 
 
DAILY  TRIBUNE 
 
Climate change, a lame excuse 
By: Dinah S. Ventura 
 
We cannot control the rain. But, surely, after decades of watching the floodwaters reclaim the 
same communities, we can control how much damage it does. 
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INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS 
 
Global Warming Intensifies El Niño, Galápagos Coral Fossils Show 
By: By Bob Berwyn 
 
More damaging extremes are looming, as the Pacific Ocean’s climate cauldron sets off a chain 
reaction of heatwaves, floods and droughts across the globe. 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Beyond disaster response: Redefining resilience 
By: Mayor Francis M. Zamora 
 
METRO MATTERS 
Every year, cities from all across the country face the challenge of mitigating disaster risks amid 
worsening global climate conditions. It is my mandate as mayor of the City of San Juan, 
president of the Metro Manila Council, and national president of the League of Cities of the 
Philippines to maximize government efforts to partner with the private sector to ensure the 
safety of Filipinos. 
 
MANILA STANDARD 
 
Climate change leaves its mark on America’s largest reservoir 
By: Romain Fonsegrives 
 
“Human-caused global warming, which alters rainfall patterns and makes hot periods longer and 
drier while unleashing powerful storms elsewhere on the planet, is exacerbating this problem.” 
 
MONGABAY 
 
More than 380 coastal World Heritage Sites may face climate risks, new data shows 
By: María Paula Rubiano A. 
 
Whenever coastal engineer Robert Nicholls looks outside one of his home’s windows, he can 
see the Hurst Castle Spit on the south coast of England slowly eroding across the sea. “In a 
way, Hurst Castle is a part of me, because I did all my Ph.D. work on the spit.” 
 
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
Philippines must lead ASEAN climate security push, says top envi officials 
 
The Philippines, as this year’s chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
should lead efforts to mobilize climate finance, technology and partnerships while making 
climate resilience part of the region’s security agenda. 
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Palace says no Filipino hurt in Nepal mudslide, PBBM expresses sadness over disaster 
 
Malacañang on Thursday said there were no reported Filipino casualties in the mudslide 
disaster in Nepal, as the Philippine government continued to coordinate with Nepalese 
authorities and the Filipino community to determine whether any Filipinos were affected. 
 
THE GUARDIAN 
 
El Niño climate patterns supercharged by burning of fossil fuels, study finds 
By: Oliver Milman 
 
‘Godzilla’ event currently brewing could push 50 million people into acute hunger before the end 
of next year 
 
 UNESCO 
 
From Perception to Action: How Art is Reshaping Climate Narratives 
 
Making climate change visible and personal 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
House resumes review of proposed 2027 budget 
By: Kristina Maralit 
 
THE House of Representatives on Monday resumed its deliberations of the 2027 National 
Expenditure Program. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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AL JAZEERA 
 
‘Everything is covered in ash’: Indonesia wildfires leave people in crisis 
By: Jessica Washington 
 
The fires are severely impacting people’s health in West Kalimantan, with pregnant women and 
children among the most vulnerable. 
 
Kubu Raya, Indonesia – As wildfires burn across Indonesia, forcing schools to close and 
thousands to seek medical treatment for exposure to thick haze and ash, locals in West 
Kalimantan say the situation is more serious than it has been in years. 
 
“I have lived here for 15 years … I have never experienced a fire like this before. This is the first 
time something like this has happened,” Salma, a resident of Kubu Raya, tells Al Jazeera. 
 
For nearly two weeks in the area, she said, fires grew and spread. 
 
“I was scared, I was afraid that I would be burned by such a big fire. So I evacuated,” Salma 
said, adding that the fire “almost burned everything”. 
 
“If the firefighters had not come quickly, my house would have burned down, too.” 
 
Volunteer firefighter Anas Dwi Wahyu Kurniawan says the situation is “very serious”, telling Al 
Jazeera that the fires this year are similar in scale to those that took place in 2016. 
 
Wildfires have been burning for more than a month, and blazes continue to spread through the 
hot spots of Sumatra, Kalimantan, Sulawesi, Java, and Papua, as emergency crews battle the 
flames. 
 
On Tuesday, President Prabowo Subianto said the government had deployed dozens of 
helicopters, aircraft, water pumps, and thousands of personnel to battle the blazes. 
 
Indonesia’s Health Ministry says 3.4 million people are at risk of respiratory infections due to 
exposure, adding that it had distributed more than 260,000 face masks to residents of the 
hardest-hit areas. 
 
In Kabu Raya and other parts of West Kalimantan, emergency crews say they are grappling with 
difficult conditions as fires spread quickly through the dried-up peatland. 
 
They are also grappling with water shortages and haze hampering visibility. 
 
“From what I have experienced, it is much worse compared to previous years,” said Dwi Wahyu 
Kurniawan. 
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He added that he and other volunteers “face limitations in terms of personal protective 
equipment, as well as emergency equipment such as portable oxygen and other supplies”, 
severely complicating their task of putting out the fires. 
 
“With water sources far away and inadequate equipment,” he said, “I think the situation will 
continue for some time unless there is a change in the weather.” 
 
‘Their health could become worse’ 
The fires are having a severe impact on people’s health, with doctors saying that many patients 
are arriving with persistent coughs. 
 
“On a daily basis, most of the complaints from patients here are coughing and sore throats, or 
what we call throat inflammation. Every day, between 50 and 70 people come in,” said Dr 
Muhammad Arief Trihapsoro, at the Sungai Durian Health Clinic. 
 
Conditions like bronchitis are a major concern, as well as the long-term impacts of prolonged 
exposure to air pollution, including a heightened risk of stroke and heart disease. 
 
Medics say pregnant women and children are among the most vulnerable. 
 
Many parents have had to bring their children to health clinics and hospitals several times as 
symptoms associated with the fires keep reappearing. 
 
“I brought both of my children [to the health clinic]. They have stomachaches, fever, coughs and 
runny noses,” Siti Zahra, a mother of two, told Al Jazeera. 
 
“They have been sick for two days, but before that they were also sick for three days, then they 
got sick again. So, in this one month, they have been sick three times because of the smoke, 
ash, drought and fires.” 
 
Zahra said that it’s impossible to avoid the ash, as it even invades their home. 
 
“Everything is covered in ash, so I have to sweep every day. Not just once a day – even after I 
sweep, there is more ash in the back of the house. I sweep it up, and then there is more. I’m 
getting tired of sweeping.” 
 
She is so concerned about her children’s health that she doesn’t even allow them to go outside. 
 
“I’m also afraid to go outside. I don’t dare take the children out, so they just stay at home,” she 
said, adding that her children refuse to wear the protective masks she gave them, so “when we 
are here [at the health clinic], I force them to wear masks so they are not exposed to even more 
haze and ash”. 
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“I’m very worried that this [haze and ash] will have a long-term impact on their health,” Zahra 
said. “In the long term, their health could become even worse.” 
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DAILY  TRIBUNE 
 
Climate change, a lame excuse 
By: Dinah S. Ventura 
 
We cannot control the rain. But, surely, after decades of watching the floodwaters reclaim the 
same communities, we can control how much damage it does. 
 
The little fruit and vegetable garden that grew in my parents’ backyard in Albay was wiped out 
by Typhoon “Reming” in 2006. Somehow, over the following years, the flourishing green 
reappeared and covered the brown, muddy soil that had covered the ground where plants easily 
grew. 
 
But it was never the same again. 
 
The flood had swept away something that could never be brought back to the way it was, and I 
am certain everyone who has ever experienced similar destruction feels the same. 
 
In Hagonoy, there are places that residents now describe as “almost a ghost town.” People have 
left, and homes that were once beautiful are now grimy reminders of the shock and sorrow of 
being swept under unforgiving waters. 
 
Bulacan has suffered much from the recent rains. The pictures tell us that something failed. 
Maybe the flood control plans? It is easy to think so, although we are told we cannot put the 
blame on the anomalous projects alone. 
 
There is something deeply unsettling about being surprised by a disaster that had happened 
before. 
 
Pampanga is underwater. Again. 
 
The images are familiar: homes swallowed up by brown water, families in evacuation centers, 
roads rendered impassable, government officials arriving with relief goods and promises of 
long-term solutions. 
 
Then comes the explanation: The rains were extraordinary. Climate change has made the 
weather more extreme. Existing flood control systems were overwhelmed. 
 
Sure, all of that may be true. But there is another question we should be asking: If we already 
know Pampanga floods, why are we still surprised by the flooding? 
 
We cannot control the rain. But, surely, after decades of watching the floodwaters reclaim the 
same communities, we can control how much damage it does. 
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The flooding, research shows, is a product of rainfall, geography, watershed flows, 
infrastructure, upstream conditions and the multiple levels of government. Current reports say 
more than one million Pampanga residents were affected, with 253 barangays still under water 
as of 24 August. 
 
Pampanga Gov. Lilia Pineda, who has held many local posts, has asked President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. to fast-track long-delayed flood control projects and pointed out that water was also 
flowing in from Nueva Ecija, Tarlac and Bulacan. 
 
Pampanga is not an unsuspecting victim of geography. It is a low-lying province with a long 
history of flooding. So when enormous volumes of rain arrive and communities disappear under 
water, climate change is certainly relevant, but it cannot become a convenient explanation for 
every failure of preparation. 
 
Climate change may explain why the water is coming. It does not explain why we were not 
ready for it. 
 
What exactly is the government supposed to do with the information it already has? 
 
In August 2024, President Marcos inaugurated a P7.57-billion flood-mitigation project covering 
several low-lying Pampanga towns, expressing optimism that it would improve disaster 
resilience. 
 
Supported by the government of South Korea, the Integrated Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Climate Change Adaptation Measures in Low-Lying Areas of Pampanga Bay — Stage I cost 
P7.57 billion. 
 
Now, two years later, the province is again asking the national government to fast-track 
additional flood mitigation measures. 
 
While that does not automatically mean the earlier project failed, it absolutely justifies asking 
whether our flood control strategy is adequate, properly designed, coordinated and maintained. 
 
We should stop measuring the government by how quickly it responds after disaster strikes. The 
better measure is whether it had the foresight to make the next disaster less devastating. 
 
Because when the same disaster keeps recurring, perhaps the real failure is not that we 
couldn’t stop the rain. It is that we failed to learn from the water. 
 
After all, why have all the levels of government failed to make living with water a long-term 
planning strategy rather than a recurring emergency? 
 
Relief is compassion. Prevention is governance. 
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INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS 
 
Global Warming Intensifies El Niño, Galápagos Coral Fossils Show 
By: By Bob Berwyn 
 
More damaging extremes are looming, as the Pacific Ocean’s climate cauldron sets off a chain 
reaction of heatwaves, floods and droughts across the globe. 
 
Researchers analyzing modern and fossil corals from the Galápagos Islands concluded that 
global warming has intensified El Niño cycles over the last 40 years, making them more extreme 
than natural variations seen during the previous millenium. 
 
Their study, published Thursday in Science, revealed sharper swings in sea surface 
temperatures in the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean beginning in the late 19th century, as the 
burning of fossil fuels accelerated and began disrupting the global climate. 
 
The findings suggest that rising greenhouse gas concentrations are amplifying one of the 
world’s most important drivers of extreme weather. The scientists said they ruled out natural 
causes for the changes and found that their results align with modeling studies and coral 
records from other parts of the Pacific. 
 
The study shows that El Niños are growing stronger “in parallel with the warming of global 
temperature,” said lead author Julia Cole, professor and chair of the University of Michigan 
Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences. 
 
Cole said the results are concerning because strong El Niños in recent decades have been 
deadly and costly, and they are especially timely because the current El Niño ranks among the 
strongest on record by some measures and is already causing widespread disruption. A 2023 
study estimated economic losses of trillions of dollars from the strong El Niños in 1982-83, 
1997-98 and 2015-16. 
 
El Niño events are part of a vast, cyclical shift in the distribution of heat and moisture across the 
tropical Pacific and the atmosphere above it. They pump warm water eastward to raise sea level 
along the California coast by 12 inches, and fuel ocean heatwaves that decimate corals and 
coastal fisheries. The strongest events alter atmospheric circulation and rainfall patterns 
worldwide. Scientists measure El Niño strength in several ways, including temperature 
anomalies in the eastern tropical Pacific, where the greatest El Niño warming occurs. For July, 
the ocean in the region was 2.03 degrees Celsius (4.14 degrees Fahrenheit) above average. By 
mid-August, it climbed to 2.7 Celsius (4.86 degrees Fahrenheit), well into super El Niño territory. 
 
Cole said the combination of the event and ongoing global warming will “likely to supercharge 
the temperature increase” this year and into 2027. Some projections forecast that global 
temperatures could reach 1.7 or 1.8 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial temperatures, well 
above the current record. 
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The Coral Trail 
On global climate maps, El Niño is depicted as a deep red spear of unusually warm water 
extending westward from a hot blob along the coast of South America, and the Galápagos 
Islands are often near the center of the heat. The first documented super El Niño in 1982-83 
killed about 95 percent of the shallow-water corals around the Galápagos Islands, right around 
the time Cole began her research career. While most of her peers were studying Earth changes 
on geological scales spanning millions of years, she wanted to zoom in to capture climate 
variability on a human timescale, she said. 
 
When Cole visited the islands in 1989, many of the large mapped corals that could have served 
as sample material were gone, wiped out by the El Niño early in the decade and then 
decomposed quickly by organisms in the biologically active waters. But in 2006, her team 
discovered fossil coral remnants, often perched as boulders near remote east-facing coastlines, 
tossed inland by large waves or tsunamis. 
 
Cole said the signal of El Niños intensified by human-caused warming would have been even 
stronger if the study had included the most recent occurrences. All the events categorized as 
super El Niños have occurred since the 1980s and have triggered flooding in East Africa, led to 
disease outbreaks and intensified tropical storms. This year’s El Niño is intensifying drought in 
Indonesia, fueling widespread fires that are sending smoke and hazardous air pollution across 
Southeast Asia, Cole said. Her team is currently analyzing corals to show the changes from the 
El Niños in 2015-16 and 2023-24, she added. 
 
Ocean scientist Mark Eakin, former head of the coral reef watch program at the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, said the study documents the increasing frequency of 
intense El Niños “that have been directly responsible for severe marine heatwaves that drove 
coral bleaching and deaths of coral reefs around the world.” 
 
He said the new long-term record of El Niño patterns “provides a critical understanding of the 
impact humans have had on both the climate and coral reefs.” 
 
Corals grow one to two centimeters per year by depositing layers of calcium carbonate. The 
chemistry of these layers records the temperature of the seawater in which the corals grew. The 
researchers reconstructed the record by comparing elements and isotopes in the fossil core 
samples, which they extracted millimeter by millimeter using special drills. They show that El 
Niño cycles were relatively stable during the pre-industrial period from 1000 to 1850. Sea 
surface temperatures became more variable during a transitional period from 1850 to the 1980s, 
before the large spikes began with the first super El Niño in 1982-83. 
 
Stronger El Niños, Devastating Impacts 
Co-author Jonathan Overpeck, dean of the University of Michigan School for Environment and 
Sustainability, said each major El Niño in the last 20 years has pushed the global average 
temperature a step higher. 
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“El Niño has always increased the global temperature, but it used to come back down,” he said. 
But that changed after the 2015-16 event, when temperatures remained elevated. The same 
thing happened after the 2023-24 El Niño, even though it was weaker than the previous one. 
Overpeck said the step-change in temperature is an ominous sign that global warming is 
accelerating. 
 
Humans and natural systems are already feeling the acceleration through more extreme 
weather, he added. “We’re seeing it in the flooding. We’re seeing it in the drying. We’re seeing it 
in the wildfires. These are all driven by extremes, and El Niño is one way to really supercharge 
climate extremes.” 
 
Recent reports from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change didn’t find a strong global 
warming fingerprint on El Niño variability, but the new study “adds to the growing pile of 
evidence that ENSO (El Niño-Southern Oscillation) has already become stronger as the planet 
warms,” said Brown University climate scientist Kim Cobb, director of the Institute at Brown for 
Environment and Society. 
 
Long-term fossil records like those in the new study help measure the increase of El Niño 
strength in the last couple of decades compared to smaller natural variations during the 
pre-industrial era, said Cobb, who was not an author of the new paper but has conducted 
related research on corals from different parts of the Pacific. 
 
The new study corroborates evidence gleaned from climate reconstructions from other corals 
across the central and western tropical Pacific to paint an ocean-wide picture, she said. “Taken 
together, these findings carry enormous consequences for societies and ecosystems around the 
world, as one of the largest sources of global weather and climate extremes seems poised to 
further amplify extremes in a warming world.” 
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Beyond disaster response: Redefining resilience 
By: Mayor Francis M. Zamora 
 
METRO MATTERS 
 
Every year, cities from all across the country face the challenge of mitigating disaster risks amid 
worsening global climate conditions. It is my mandate as mayor of the City of San Juan, 
president of the Metro Manila Council, and national president of the League of Cities of the 
Philippines to maximize government efforts to partner with the private sector to ensure the 
safety of Filipinos. 
 
San Juan City is not exempt from the effects of these natural calamities as heavy rains continue 
to pour especially during the Southwest monsoon season. Yet despite the heavy downpour from 
Aug. 5 to 9, our preparations helped keep flooding in the city to a minimum, with no reported 
evacuations even in our low-lying areas. 
 
On Aug. 10, when the rain continued to pour heavily and persistently, flood levels rose, but they 
were no longer as high as what we experienced in the past. We have seen significant 
improvements, but we also recognize the work that still needs to be done. 
 
This was not the result of a single intervention. It was the product of months of dredging, 
sustained drainage cleaning and waste management programs all throughout the city. 
 
We launched our search for the Cleanest Barangay, with the winner receiving ₱200,000, the 1st 
runner-up receiving ₱100,000 and the 2nd runner-up receiving ₱50,000, to encourage 
communities to work together and strengthen their environmental awareness and initiatives. We 
also amended our local ordinance to increase the penalty for improper waste disposal to 
₱5,000, regardless of whether it is a first, second or third offense, as a deterrent. Through a 
resolution of the Metro Manila Council, we have encouraged similar efforts across the National 
Capital Region. But no government program can succeed without the discipline and genuine 
sense of stewardship of our communities. We are fortunate to have citizens who heed our calls 
and actively help us keep our waterways clean. 
 
Still, preparation for the next disaster cannot stop with immediate response and routine 
maintenance. We must also address the long-term causes that contribute to flooding. Waste 
management is one of these challenges. As our cities continue to grow, we need solutions that 
are sustainable. 
 
In my capacity as president of the Metro Manila Council, I have welcomed dialogues on 
alternative waste management methods, including the possibility of converting waste to energy. 
We are currently reviewing proposals and studying this technology to determine how it can be 
responsibly and effectively adapted to our cities’ needs. 
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Building resilience means investing not only in infrastructure, but also in our people and our 
environment. 
 
Under our Makabagong San Juan administration, we continue to pursue projects to strengthen 
the city’s long-term flood resilience. We are constructing a new pumping station along F. Manalo 
Street in Barangay Batis and another one near the San Juan River. We have also purchased 
mobile pumps that can be deployed to different locations depending on necessity. 
 
With the help of the national government, we are improving our drainage systems in various 
barangays. I have also met with my colleagues from other local government units in Metro 
Manila to discuss how we can consolidate our efforts as an interconnected region, because 
disaster preparedness and response cannot stop at city boundaries. 
 
Resilience must also begin at home. 
 
Last Aug. 12, we started distributing Emergency Go Bags to District 1 barangays, with District 2 
following the day after. Each Go Bag contains basic survival items such as a hard hat, 
waterproof poncho, rechargeable flashlight, power bank, basic disaster preparedness 
handbook, and first aid kit. Our goal is to provide these to all 45,000 San Juan households by 
the first quarter of 2027. We continue to strengthen disaster preparedness in San Juan, making 
it a constant part of how we protect our communities, not just a response when a storm is 
approaching. 
 
We are privileged to have a strong and mutually beneficial partnership with the private sector. I 
want to express my gratitude to Mr. Ramon Ang and San Miguel Corporation for their assistance 
in dredging the San Juan River, Maytunas Creek, and Ermitaño Creek at no cost to the city 
under Oplan Kontra Baha of our Bagong Pilipinas Administration. Our continued partnership 
with SMC, together with the support of the national government and the cooperation of our local 
communities, proves that we can better serve our people when we work hand-in-hand. 
 
The challenges brought about by climate change remind us that resilience cannot be built by 
one city or one institution alone. It requires sustained preparation, responsible citizenship, 
strong partnerships, and investments that will protect our communities for years to come. This is 
the responsibility we share as local governments: to prepare before disaster strikes, protect our 
people when it does, and build a nation where no Filipino is left behind. 
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
Climate change leaves its mark on America’s largest reservoir 
By: Romain Fonsegrives 
 
“Human-caused global warming, which alters rainfall patterns and makes hot periods longer and 
drier while unleashing powerful storms elsewhere on the planet, is exacerbating this problem.” 
 
From high in the hills around Las Vegas, tourist Choune Osterero gazes down at the line of 
chalky mineral deposits left on the rocks around Lake Mead as the level of America’s largest 
reservoir has dropped over the last quarter of a century of drought. 
 
The bathtub ring, which now hovers 186 feet (57 meters) above the surface of the water is a 
vivid illustration of the reality of a changing climate. 
 
“It’s truly striking; it really makes you wonder,” Osterero, who had travelled from France with her 
husband, told AFP. 
 
 
“In the few days we’ve been here, it’s become clear that you can see the effects of climate 
change with the naked eye.” 
 
The receding waters are revealing boat wrecks and occasional human remains — including a 
suspected victim of the Las Vegas mob — but also a threat to the very foundations of the 
American West. 
 
To build cities like Las Vegas, Los Angeles, and Phoenix in this desert region, the United States 
developed a vast system drawing from the Colorado River, which rises in the Rocky Mountains 
and winds its way to the sea in Mexico. 
 
The river supplies water to more than 40 million Americans across seven states. 
 
Along the way it is stoppered by the two massive dams 300 miles (480 kilometers) apart that 
created Lake Mead and Lake Powell, which store the snowmelt-fed river water for year-round 
distribution, and whose huge turbines generate electricity for hundreds of thousands of 
households. 
 
Crisis 
 
But the Colorado River is in trouble. 
 
Way back in 1922, the interstate treaty governing its use allocated more water every year than 
the river can give. 
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Now human-caused global warming, which alters rainfall patterns and makes hot periods longer 
and drier while unleashing powerful storms elsewhere on the planet, is exacerbating this 
problem. 
 
In the blistering heat of 2026, where climate records are tumbling all over the world, the river is 
under attack on two fronts, said David Kreamer, a hydrology professor at the University of Las 
Vegas. 
 
An abnormally dry winter resulted in a much-diminished snowpack in the Rocky Mountains, 
while the scorching temperatures of the hottest July ever recorded in the US have increased 
evaporation from the lake, he said. 
 
“As climate change is affecting things, and it gets more intense, the challenges become greater,” 
he said. 
 
Lake Mead is now just a quarter full, while Lake Powell hit an all-time low in August. 
 
Both lakes are dangerously close to the threshold where electricity generation would be 
affected. 
 
A further drop could result in so-called “deadpool”, where the water no longer flows through the 
dams at all, leaving a swathe of the West without water, with possibly catastrophic results far 
beyond the great cities of the region. 
 
“The majority of the winter vegetables in the United States are grown in California, and so if the 
irrigation systems in Southern California are impacted, it would impact people beyond just the 
Colorado River Basin, but throughout the United States,” said Kreamer. 
 
Cuts 
 
Faced with the effects of a crisis whose human-sparked cause they nevertheless deny, Donald 
Trump’s administration this month published a 10-year plan that imposes big restrictions on the 
amount of water California, Arizona, and Nevada can use. 
 
The three “lower basin states” must cut their take by a total of 3.7 billion cubic meters per year, 
or the equivalent of 1.5 million Olympic-sized swimming pools, while the “upper basin states” of 
Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, and New Mexico have been spared. 
 
The imbalance prompted Nevada to file a lawsuit on Monday. 
 
Like the authorities, recreational boaters on the lake prefer to point the finger elsewhere. 
 
“Las Vegas has done a phenomenal job in preserving and… reclaiming water,” said Bruce 
Nelson, whose family has owned the lake’s marina for almost 70 years. 
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Over the past two decades, Sin City has cut its water consumption by a third, by promoting 
wastewater recycling and restricting lawn watering and swimming pool sizes. 
 
In contrast, neighboring Utah recycles very little of its water and is even constructing artificial 
recreational projects far inland, he said. 
 
“Cities like St. George…(are) building surf communities, so maybe they need to think about how 
they’re conserving water.” 
 
Waterskiing enthusiast Brian Essex agrees. 
 
“It’s not our problem, really,” he told AFP as he sat in his inflatable boat on the lake. 
 
Unchecked real estate growth in Phoenix, and the appetite of California farmers for alfalfa — a 
lucrative, highly water-intensive crop that feeds livestock — are both sucking up resources. 
 
“What do you want to do?” he asks. 
 
“Do you want to build houses or do you want to sell alfalfa? You can’t do both.” 
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MONGABAY 
 
More than 380 coastal World Heritage Sites may face climate risks, new data shows 
By: María Paula Rubiano A. 
 
Whenever coastal engineer Robert Nicholls looks outside one of his home’s windows, he can 
see the Hurst Castle Spit on the south coast of England slowly eroding across the sea. “In a 
way, Hurst Castle is a part of me, because I did all my Ph.D. work on the spit.” 
 
​Although this particular castle doesn’t have an international heritage status, it inspired Nicholls 
to study how climate change and weather events threaten the survival of such sites across the 
globe. Now, Nicholls has co-created the first global high-resolution digital dataset of UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites located along coastlines. Together, the included sites cover more than 235 
million hectares (~581 million acres).​ ​Nicholls and his colleagues say the database can be used 
as a tool to help assess vulnerabilities of  coastal sites that possess great natural and cultural 
significance, and local authorities can make them more resilient in the face of climate change 
and other threats posed by weather extremes. 
 
“The surprising thing, I suppose, was the number of sites in the coastal zone,” Nicholls, a 
professor of climate adaptation at the University of East Anglia, told Mongabay over a video call. 
 
The database, published in the journal Scientific Data in July, includes 386 locations and maps 
cultural landmarks; biocultural sites deemed to have both ecological and cultural value; and 
unique ecosystems, biodiversity fortresses and geological marvels. All are threatened by climate 
change and other environmental factors that might not be directly tied to it, such as erosion, 
according to co-author Joanne Clarke, an archaeologist and heritage specialist at the University 
of Durham in the United Kingdom. 
 
The dataset includes West African desert wetlands like Djoudj National Bird Sanctuary in 
Senegal and the Banc d’Arguin National Park in Mauritania, which are “unbelievable places with 
bird migration,” Clarke said. She added that melting glaciers and sites with remarkable wildlife 
— like Australia’s Great Barrier Reef and Greenland’s fjords — are also represented in the 
project. 
 
​Although this particular castle doesn’t have an international heritage status, it inspired Nicholls 
to study how climate change and weather events threaten the survival of such sites across the 
globe. Now, Nicholls has co-created the first global high-resolution digital dataset of UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites located along coastlines. Together, the included sites cover more than 235 
million hectares (~581 million acres).​ ​Nicholls and his colleagues say the database can be used 
as a tool to help assess vulnerabilities of  coastal sites that possess great natural and cultural 
significance, and local authorities can make them more resilient in the face of climate change 
and other threats posed by weather extremes. 
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“The surprising thing, I suppose, was the number of sites in the coastal zone,” Nicholls, a 
professor of climate adaptation at the University of East Anglia, told Mongabay over a video call. 
 
The database, published in the journal Scientific Data in July, includes 386 locations and maps 
cultural landmarks; biocultural sites deemed to have both ecological and cultural value; and 
unique ecosystems, biodiversity fortresses and geological marvels. All are threatened by climate 
change and other environmental factors that might not be directly tied to it, such as erosion, 
according to co-author Joanne Clarke, an archaeologist and heritage specialist at the University 
of Durham in the United Kingdom. 
 
The dataset includes West African desert wetlands like Djoudj National Bird Sanctuary in 
Senegal and the Banc d’Arguin National Park in Mauritania, which are “unbelievable places with 
bird migration,” Clarke said. She added that melting glaciers and sites with remarkable wildlife 
— like Australia’s Great Barrier Reef and Greenland’s fjords — are also represented in the 
project. 
 
The cascading risks of living heritage 
Evaluating risks is particularly complex for natural and heritage sites with both cultural and 
ecological value. In cultural heritage sites, the question is “how to protect that castle on the hill 
from coastal erosion, or from wind erosion or flooding,” Clarke said. But in sites that have 
cultural and natural heritage status simultaneously, or those with purely natural value, “then you 
have compound cascading risks.”​ 
 
In these places, climate change and other extreme weather events — such as water 
temperature increases that cause coral bleaching in Australia’s Great Barrier Reef — compound 
other threats. Wetlands face a changing climate at the same time they suffer pollution and 
agricultural exploitation in places like the Doñana National Park in Spain. Marine species 
struggle in a warming ocean as they are pressured by illegal activities like fishing in protected 
areas such as Malpelo Island, in Colombia. Other places face potential impacts from developing 
infrastructure, like the world’s largest mangrove ecosystem, the Sundarbans in Bangladesh, 
where there are plans to build Bangladesh’s biggest power plant yet just 14 kilometers (~8.7 
miles) away. 
 
“I think biocultural or ecological heritage, in some ways, is more fragile than some cultural 
heritage sites,” Clarke said. 
 
​The database can become an important tool to help researchers build complex risk 
assessments, which are fundamental when advocating for resources, said geologist Alessandra 
Bonazza, a research director at the National Research Council of Italy who did not participate in 
the study. “I really would like to integrate this database into the tool that we are developing at the 
Mediterranean and European level. It would be amazing to overlap our maps of climate hazards 
with this,” she said.​ 
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The researchers who authored the study are already using the dataset to look at potential flood 
implications of sea level rise for these sites in a forthcoming paper to be published in Nature 
Sustainability, Clarke said. 
 
​“We’re seeing a growth in global datasets of all kinds of things to do with the environment,” 
Nicholls said. “And there’s lots of things that you can do when you put them together. This is 
part of that global effort.” 
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
Philippines must lead ASEAN climate security push, says top envi officials 
 
The Philippines, as this year’s chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
should lead efforts to mobilize climate finance, technology and partnerships while making 
climate resilience part of the region’s security agenda. 
 
This was according to the country’s top environmental officials who spoke at a forum on climate 
security organized by the Stratbase Group and the German Embassy on Monday. 
 
Led by Environment Secretary Juan Miguel Cuna and Special Envoy for Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga, the experts agreed that the country’s 
ASEAN chairmanship presented an opportunity to push for a more integrated approach to 
climate security, linking environmental resilience with the bloc’s political, economic and security 
priorities. 
 
“The region should speak with greater coherence in mobilizing the finance, technology, and 
partnerships needed for a just transition,” Cuna said. “Climate resilience must increasingly 
become part of our ASEAN’s regional security architecture.” 
 
He stressed that the Philippines needed access to climate finance, appropriate technology, 
science and data, as well as partnerships aimed at strengthening institutions and communities 
over the long term. 
 
“No ASEAN member state can address these challenges entirely on its own,” Cuna said. 
 
It’s a call echoed by Stratbase Group President Victor Andres Manhit, who stressed that 
strategic partnerships and alignment “will remain essential to strengthening climate security and 
resilience,” he said. 
 
“For the Philippines, and for all ASEAN member-states, it is therefore crucial that we harness 
strategic partnerships with like-minded countries,” Manhit said. “Our individual and collective 
ability to withstand these pressures will ultimately depend on how effectively we work across 
sectors and borders, and how strategically we build and sustain meaningful partnerships.” 
 
Both Cuna and Manhit also called for greater participation from the private sector, civil society 
and academe in advancing renewable energy, resilient infrastructure, climate-smart production 
and nature-positive investments. 
 
Yulo-Loyzaga echoed this sentiment, saying the Philippines, as ASEAN chair, had a “unique 
opportunity” to lead the region toward recognizing climate change as part of its security 
architecture, she said. 
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ASEAN’s stability, prosperity and security would depend on how its members adapt to climate 
risks and on their commitment to science-informed cooperation with like-minded countries within 
a rules-based international order, she added. 
 
The Philippines, she noted, had already incorporated climate security into its national 
development and security frameworks, with the National Security Strategy 2023-2028 identifying 
climate change as a threat multiplier and security concern. 
 
She also cited the country’s shift toward more anticipatory disaster response, including the 2025 
Declaration of Imminent Disaster Law, which provides local governments with more immediate 
access to resources to prepare for incoming hydrometeorological hazards. 
 
Yulo-Loyzaga said the country’s National Adaptation Plan estimated the cost of inaction during 
the current decade at between P1.2 trillion and P1.4 trillion. 
 
At the regional level, she said existing ASEAN mechanisms on disaster response, climate 
change, food security, biodiversity and maritime cooperation needed to be better connected, as 
climate risks cut across these areas. 
 
For his part, German Ambassador to the Philippines Andreas Pfaffernoschke also stressed the 
importance of stronger regional cooperation and urged the ASEAN member-nations to 
strengthen regional early warning systems that combine climate science with conflict-sensitive 
analysis. 
 
At the same time, he called for climate adaptation projects that are designed with conflict 
prevention in mind and for vulnerable communities – including farmers, fishers, Indigenous 
peoples, women and young people – to have a greater role in policymaking. 
 
Likewise, Pfaffernoschke said ASEAN should also strengthen cooperation on shared resources, 
including transboundary water, marine resources and food systems, while improving 
coordination on disaster response and climate-related displacement. 
 
Climate finance, he said, should likewise be connected with peace-building efforts. 
 
“A community affected by conflict and climate change should not have to choose between 
humanitarian assistance, peace-building and adaptation,” Pfaffernoschke said. 
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Palace says no Filipino hurt in Nepal mudslide, PBBM expresses sadness over disaster 
 
Malacañang on Thursday said there were no reported Filipino casualties in the mudslide 
disaster in Nepal, as the Philippine government continued to coordinate with Nepalese 
authorities and the Filipino community to determine whether any Filipinos were affected. 
 
“Ayon sa DFA, no reported Filipino casualty as of this morning (Nepal as of the morning of 
August 27),” Presidential Communications Office (PCO) Undersecretary and Palace Press 
Officer Claire Castro said during a Palace press briefing. 
 
Based on records from the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA) and the DFA, 18 
overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) are currently in Nepal. 
 
Government records also show that 128 Filipinos are in Nepal, most of whom are women 
married to Nepalese nationals. 
 
Castro said the Philippine government is coordinating with Nepalese authorities and the Filipino 
community to determine whether any Filipinos were affected by the disaster. 
 
“Nakikipag-coordinate na ang pamahalaan sa Nepalese authorities and with the Filipino 
community to determine if there are Filipinos affected by the incident,” Castro said. 
 
She said authorities are also working with the Filipino community in Nepal to establish the 
whereabouts and condition of Filipinos in areas affected by the mudslide. 
 
As of Thursday morning, no report had been received indicating that any Filipino had been killed 
or injured in the disaster. 
 
Castro said President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. expressed sadness over the disaster and 
concern for those affected, while praying for their safety and well-being. 
 
The Philippine government will continue to monitor the situation and coordinate with Nepalese 
authorities and the Filipino community for any developments involving Filipinos in the affected 
areas. | PND 
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THE GUARDIAN 
 
El Niño climate patterns supercharged by burning of fossil fuels, study finds 
By: Oliver Milman 
 
‘Godzilla’ event currently brewing could push 50 million people into acute hunger before the end 
of next year 
 
A series of strong El Niño climatic patterns in recent decades, such as the “Godzilla” event 
currently brewing that is set to warp weather around the world, have been supercharged by the 
broader overheating of the planet caused by the burning of fossil fuels, a major new study has 
found. 
 
El Niño is a naturally occurring phenomenon, taking place every two to seven years, when the 
waters of the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean heat up, causing a cascade of impacts around the 
world. The latest developing El Niño, set to peak later this year, is set to be the strongest in 
living memory and has been informally dubbed a “Godzilla” event. 
 
It’s well understood that El Niño, which typically brings a surge of global heat, further amplifies 
the escalating climate crisis, with next year almost certain to be the hottest on record globally. 
But the new research has established that the reverse is also the case: human-caused global 
heating is making El Niño itself more intense when it does arrive. 
 
“Our findings suggest El Niño can supercharge global warming but also global warming can 
supercharge El Niño – that is what we are seeing,” said Julia Cole, a climate researcher at the 
University of Michigan, who led the new study, published in Science. 
 
“We are seeing a trend of stronger El Niños and the one we have now is consistent with that 
trend – it’s not a fluke. We are seeing a shift where El Niño doesn’t look like what it did prior to 
industrial times. That is bad news for climate hazards and for people, particularly those who are 
badly impacted and yet have done little to cause climate change.” 
 
As the world has heated up due to the use of fossil fuels, a string of recent “super” El Niño 
events has provided extra acceleration, with intense events causing the global temperature 
record to fall in 1998, then 2016 and then further in 2024. 
 
Such strong El Niño episodes have become far more common as overall global temperatures 
have risen, scientists found in the new research, which painstakingly analyzed the composition 
of large boulder-like deposits of coral fossils found on the Galápagos Islands. 
 
These old corals, which date to 1,000 years ago, contain chemical compositions that indicate 
what the sea surface temperature was like when they were alive. The Galápagos, situated off 
the coast of mainland Ecuador, is “right in the heart of El Niño country”, Cole said, where 
surrounding waters heat up during such an event. 
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While El Niños remained fairly stable for most of this long period, things started to change 
around the time the world started to mass industrialize in the late 19th century. This process has 
become even more extreme in the past 40 years, with El Niños’ variability now around 37% 
higher than during preindustrial times. 
 
“After the El Niño in 1982, we start seeing much more variability; it’s a lot more extreme and 
looks like nothing in the previous 1,000 years,” said Cole, whose team managed to rule out any 
random or naturally occurring reason for this switch. 
 
“What surprised me was how consistent it was. There is just such a large, distinct difference 
between what has been happening in the last 40 years compared to preindustrial times.” 
 
The findings could help provide an answer to one of the more vexing questions in climate 
science, which has until now been unclear, on whether the climate crisis is significantly 
changing the strength of El Niño events. 
 
“This is a strong indication that climate change may already be amplifying El Niño events,” said 
Samantha Stevenson-Karl, a University of California, Santa Barbara scientist and study 
co-author. “If that’s true, then really large events like the one that seems to be brewing in the 
tropical Pacific right now might become more common in the future.” 
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 UNESCO 
 
From Perception to Action: How Art is Reshaping Climate Narratives 
 
Making climate change visible and personal 
 
Selected through an open call for established initiatives across the Asia-Pacific region, the six 
projects demonstrated how art can contribute to climate awareness, community participation 
and locally grounded action. 
 
Lan Qixia (China) presented an eco-art exhibition that transformed mountain waste into 12 
installations along a 2.5-kilometre trail. Young people and community volunteers participated in 
their design and creation, inviting visitors to reflect on waste, responsibility and their relationship 
with nature. 
 
Yujin Joung (Republic of Korea) shared Sun as a New Currency, a speculative fiction and 
collective world-building project exploring inequalities embedded in green transitions. It centers 
perspectives often marginalized in climate discourse, including those of women and laborers, 
such as Jeju’s haenyeo, and offers ways of understanding the environment beyond data and 
statistics. 
 
Hanna Park (Republic of Korea) presented Decomposer, an exhibition in Jeju using video and 
discarded materials to ask whether art can break down fixed perceptions and bring overlooked 
ecological traces back into awareness. 
 
Making the “Invisible” Visible, by Sonali Verma and Pritish Bali (India), used thermal cameras 
and women’s voices to document the effects of extreme indoor heat on women performing 
unpaid domestic work, bringing a hidden, gendered climate reality into public view and policy 
discussions. 
 
Pubarun Basu (India) shared Dhara, which trained young people along the Ganga–Yamuna 
river system to document ecological change and community stories. The initiative connected 
climate narratives with lived realities while building local archives and fostering “narrative 
sovereignty” among frontline riverine communities. 
 
Tanmay Shah (India) presented Borrowed Earth, an exhibition using painting and photography 
to make heat, water stress and pollution feel close and personal. Through visual metaphor and 
emotional resonance, it invited reflection on environmental responsibility. 
 
From information to new ways of seeing 
 
The panel discussion following the presentations explored how art can contribute to climate 
action, how artists can work responsibly with communities and what young practitioners can 
learn from existing initiatives. 
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The panelists observed that art does not necessarily prescribe solutions. Its distinctive 
contribution lies in making climate change tangible, challenging established perspectives and 
creating spaces in which people can reflect, participate and act. 
 
Scientific evidence is essential for understanding the climate crisis, but data alone may not 
always convey how environmental change is experienced in people’s homes, livelihoods and 
relationships with their surroundings. Through images, stories, materials and shared creative 
processes, art can translate abstract information into experiences that feel immediate and 
personal. 
 
When artworks and visual archives are deeply rooted in local contexts, they can also make 
overlooked ecological realities and community knowledge more visible. In doing so, artistic 
practice can foster recognition, emotional connection and a stronger sense of shared 
responsibility. 
 
Working with, rather than speaking for, communities 
 
A central theme of the discussion was the challenge of moving beyond the position of an 
“external observer” and developing genuine forms of co-creation with communities. 
 
Several speakers described how their practice had evolved from individual documentation 
towards participatory approaches. By sharing cameras, recording tools and creative methods 
with community members, artists can enable people to document ecological change and 
become the narrators of their own experiences. 
 
At the same time, the panelists acknowledged the need for artists to reflect continuously on their 
own position. When working outside their own communities, artists must consider whether and 
how they can represent experiences that are not their own. 
 
Some speakers suggested that the distance between an artist and a community cannot always 
be eliminated. Rather than concealing it, artists can acknowledge this distance – and the 
doubts, misunderstandings and processes of learning associated with it – as part of the work 
itself. Transparency and self-reflection can help create more honest and responsible forms of 
engagement. 
 
The discussion highlighted that meaningful collaboration requires time, trust and reciprocity. 
Communities should not be treated simply as subjects or sources of material; they should have 
an active role in shaping how their experiences are documented, interpreted and shared. 
 
Building sustained and responsible artistic practices 
 
The speakers also offered advice to young artists seeking to engage with climate and 
environmental issues. They encouraged artists to begin with a concrete issue, place or lived 
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experience rather than rushing to respond to broad global concepts. A deep understanding of 
local ecologies, histories and communities can provide a stronger foundation for meaningful 
artistic practice. 
 
They also stressed the importance of building long-term collaborative networks rather than 
focusing only on one-off artistic outputs. Workshops, community archives, youth training and 
grassroots partnerships can create value that continues beyond the duration of an exhibition or 
individual artwork. 
 
The panelists further acknowledged the structural contradictions faced by artists working on 
climate issues, including travel, material consumption and the environmental footprint of 
exhibitions. Such challenges cannot always be resolved through individual lifestyle choices 
alone. Rather than claiming ethical perfection, artists were encouraged to engage openly with 
these tensions and, where appropriate, make them part of the creative conversation. 
 
Art as a starting point for collective action 
 
The webinar demonstrated that art could contribute to climate action not only by communicating 
environmental challenges, but also by making overlooked experiences visible, strengthening 
community agency and creating new relationships between people and their environments. 
 
By combining creativity with sustained local engagement, artists can help transform climate 
change from a distant global concern into a shared and lived reality – and a starting point for 
reflection, dialogue and collective action. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
House resumes review of proposed 2027 budget 
By: Kristina Maralit 
 
THE House of Representatives on Monday resumed its deliberations of the 2027 National 
Expenditure Program. 
 
To be simultaneously evaluated are the spending plans of the Philippine Amusement and 
Gaming Corp. (Pagcor), Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), Department of Justice (DOJ), 
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO), and Department of Science and Technology 
(DOST). 
 
Committee hearings started last Aug. 17, with House leaders setting a 53-day timeline to 
approve the General Appropriations Bill by October. 
 
Deliberations were halted last week because of heavy monsoon rains and floods in Metro 
Manila and several provinces. 
 
House Speaker Faustino “Bojie” Dy III has said the proposed P7.2 trillion budget will undergo 
strict scrutiny. 
 
This was echoed by House Assistant Minority Leader and Kabataan Party-list Rep. Renee Co, 
who called for a thorough committee-level study of the proposed 2027 budgets of the Bases 
Conversion and Development Authority (BCDA), Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority (SBMA), and 
nine other executive offices. 
 
Co urged the House Committee on Appropriations to include the agencies in its deliberations, 
saying that their budgets should not bypass committee review and go directly to plenary. 
 
“These are agencies are facing public scrutiny because of various issues on their performance 
and programs,” Co said, citing the BCDA’s Pax Silica issue, the SBMA’s US e-waste controversy 
and mining consent issues involving the National Commission on Indigenous Peoples. 
 
The other offices Co wants subjected to committee-level review are the Anti-Money Laundering 
Council, Climate Change Commission, Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino, Metropolitan Manila 
Development Authority, National Intelligence Coordinating Agency, National Security Council, 
Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency, and Philippine Economic Zone Authority. 
 
 

   =END= 
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