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Nepal disaster a climate 'warning signal’: foreign minister
By: Paavan Mathema

KATHMANDU, Nepal — A devastating glacial collapse in Nepal that unleashed deadly floods
was a "warning signal" over the growing risks climate change poses to the Himalayan nation, its
foreign minister told AFP on Tuesday.

BBC

UK must adapt to changing climate, says Tice
By: Helen Catt

The UK should "learn to adapt to the changing climate, rather than arrogantly think you can stop
the power of the sun", Reform UK's deputy leader has said.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/world/2026/9/1/nepal-disaster-a-climate-warning-signal-foreign-minister-2243
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cz7zex4z13eo

GMA NEWS

Marcos tells agencies: No room for complacency on climate change
By: Jean Mangaluz

In the aftermath of the devastating impact of successive cyclones and the Southwest Monsoon,
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. urged government agencies to remain vigilant and avoid
complacency in addressing the threats posed by climate change.

INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS

The Amazon’s Defenders Declare a State of Emergency
By: Katie Surma

As governments push oil and mining expansion, thousands of Indigenous leaders and activists
gathered in Ecuador to chart another path.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

DHSUD refining land-use standards for waste-to-energy facilities
By: Ma. Teresa Montemayor

MANILA — The Department of Human Settlements and Urban Development (DHSUD) is refining
land-use standards to guide local government units (LGUs) in identifying suitable areas for
waste-to-energy (WTE) facilities, following President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s directive to
strengthen sustainable waste management nationwide.

Marcos tightens 'no build zone,' flood preparedn rul
By: Darryl John Esguerra

MANILA - President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. has ordered government agencies and local
officials to tighten disaster preparedness and enforce laws, including “no-build zones,” as the
country grapples with increasingly intense rainfall and flooding caused by the enhanced
southwest monsoon (habagat).

THE GUARDIAN

Judge strikes down New York law that forced climate polluters to pay damages
By: Dharna Noor

State cannot enforce policy requiring oil firms to pay $75bn over 25 years for climate mitigation
and adaptation


https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/1000728/marcos-tells-agencies-no-room-for-complacency-on-climate-change/story/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/01092026/amazons-defenders-declare-state-of-emergency/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1283076
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1283027
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/sep/01/judge-strikes-new-york-law-climate-polluters-damage-pay

Nepal’s glacial collapse foreshadowed a future of climate disaster
By: Michael Mann

The deluge capped a summer of extreme climate events, from deadly heatwaves to wildfires.
We must take action now.
CCC IN THE NEWS:
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Marcos prioritizes measures mitigating impacts of climate change
By: Bernadette E. Tamayo

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has ordered strict compliance of laws
on disaster mitigation as he underscored the need to "prioritize" measures that would address
the impacts of climate change.

POLITIKO

‘Hindi na ito parang Science subject’: Marcos wants gov’t agencies to step up climate
action

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has ordered government agencies to give greater attention to
climate change issues and impact as it is no longer a distant environmental issue but a reality

that millions of Filipinos face.
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Nepal disaster a climate 'warning signal’: foreign minister
By: Paavan Mathema

KATHMANDU, Nepal — A devastating glacial collapse in Nepal that unleashed deadly floods
was a "warning signal" over the growing risks climate change poses to the Himalayan nation, its
foreign minister told AFP on Tuesday.

"We believe that this disaster should be seen as a warning signal to the risk that climate change
poses to Nepal," Shisir Khanal said in an interview with AFP nearly a week since the
tsunami-like wave of freezing water, rocks and debris carved a trail of destruction.

More than 1,000 bodies have been recovered, and nearly 4,500 people are missing in Nepal as
well as across the Chinese border in Tibet.

Khanal invited international support based on climate justice rather than charity, noting that his
largely rural nation of 30 million people contributes a fraction of global greenhouse gas
emissions compared to industrialised nations.

"We call upon the international community to take the changing climate in the Himalayas in an
urgent light," he said.

"The support to Nepal should not be just seen from an angle of aid or charity, but should be
seen from a perspective of climate justice as well."

The disaster has affected people's lives but also public infrastructure, the minister said,
underlining the need for long-term support to help Nepal adapt to and mitigate the growing
challenges of climate change.

While the exact cause of the glacial collapse is unclear, climate change is causing glaciers to
melt worldwide, increasing the risk of such disasters.

Scientists say the Himalayas, the world's highest mountain range, are melting faster as global
temperatures rise.

"We have to seek not just the preservation of mountains, but also seek support for adaptation
and mitigation of the challenges that climate change is bringing to Nepal -- and this region as
well," he said.

"In the longer term, it will have even further impact downstream, in the entire South Asia, as the
ice melts."


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/world/2026/9/1/nepal-disaster-a-climate-warning-signal-foreign-minister-2243

- 'Resilient nation' -

Glaciers in the wider Himalayan and Hindu Kush ranges are a crucial water source for around
240 million people in the mountainous regions, as well as for another 1.65 billion people in the
South Asian and Southeast Asian river valleys below.

"It impacts the entirety of Himalayan region's civilization," Khanal said.

"We are a downstream community for China, and an upstream community of India, and the
Himalayan rivers impact all of us," he added.

The glacial collapse has highlighted the need to speed up data sharing mechanisms to alert of
any similar catastrophes, said the minister.

"Since the disaster, China has shared a lot of data, especially for this region where this
particular disaster occurred," he said.

"This disaster does give more impetus and urgency to us to build the mechanism in a much
significantly faster timeline."

While Nepal is now in mourning, Khanal said people should still come to visit.
"We're in a moment of sorrow and grief," he said.

"But this is a very resilient nation... Nepal still remains open."



BBC

UK must adapt to changing climate, says Tice
By: Helen Catt

The UK should "learn to adapt to the changing climate, rather than arrogantly think you can stop
the power of the sun", Reform UK's deputy leader has said.

According to the Met Office, this summer is the hottest on record, with five separate heatwaves.
Ahead of the party's national conference in Birmingham this week, Richard Tice was asked
about climate change, including criticism he received for previously telling people they should

enjoy the prolonged hot weather.

"l get criticised all the time, but it's true isn't it? People have enjoyed the warm weather," he told
BBC South East.

"I'm 61. | remember 1976, half a century ago, it was a similar summer day," Tice added.

The 1976 heatwave saw a drought declared as temperatures peaked at 35.9C in
Gloucestershire.

Fifty years on and the UK is fresh from a summer that saw 40 days of temperatures above 30C
(86F), eclipsing the previous record of 34 days.

Clear that he will not "resile" from his comments that the hot weather improves the quality of
English wine, Tice argued that climate change is nothing new.

"The climate has always changed for millions of years, it always will," he said.
The world's climate has changed naturally throughout history, but natural causes cannot explain
the particularly rapid warming seen over the last century, according to the UN's climate body, the

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

In addition, the world's 11 warmest years on record have all happened since 2015, according to
the World Meteorological Organization (WMO).

'Celebrate our successes'
Tice added: "l think we should celebrate our successes such as the English wine and sparkling

wine industry."

The deputy leader believes that the UK's efforts in this space have been unrewarded.


https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cz7zex4z13eo

Tice said: "We've done more than our bit; we've halved our Co2 emissions in the last 30 years.
Globally, Co2 emissions continue to soar."

According to the Office for National Statistics, an estimated 367 million tonnes of carbon dioxide
were emitted by the UK last year - a 54% reduction since 1990.

Globally, burning of fossil fuels released more planet-warming carbon dioxide than ever before
in 2025.

Tice further claimed that UK energy prices have "doubled in seven years because of net zero
and the cost of renewals" but this has made "no difference to global Co2 emissions".

Last week, it emerged that energy prices for millions of households will rise to the highest level
for three years because the Iran war has resulted in higher wholesale gas prices.

Last month, BBC Verify cited the cost of wholesale gas as one of three reasons why bills have
soared.

Another is that the UK generates a relatively high share of its electricity from natural gas, while
billpayers are also helping to fund the building of electricity grid infrastructure.

According to industry body Energy UK, the typical household's dual-fuel bill is now 70% higher
than it was at the start of 2021.



GMA NEWS

Marcos tells agencies: No room for complacency on climate change
By: Jean Mangaluz

In the aftermath of the devastating impact of successive cyclones and the Southwest Monsoon,
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. urged government agencies to remain vigilant and avoid
complacency in addressing the threats posed by climate change.

Palace Press Officer Claire Castro told reporters on Tuesday that Marcos had called for a
meeting with various government agencies in light of the flooding that occurred across Luzon.

Castro said several countries across the world have been impacted by storms, monsoons, and
floods, including Nepal, China, Laos, Pakistan, India and Kenya.

‘Ang utos ni Pangulong Marcos Jr., huwag tayong magpakampante,” Castro said. (President
Marcos Jr. said not to be complacent.)

“Seryosohin natin ang banta ng climate change. Kahandaan ang susi para malampasan natin
ang panganib nito,” she added. (Let us take the threat of climate change seriously. Readiness is
the key to overcoming its danger.)

The Department of Education has been instructed to instill in children the effects of climate
change.

The continuous rains and floods destroyed several houses and several infrastructures. A bridge
in Tarlac City collapsed, killing at least one person. Some riverside houses in Lubao, Pampanga
also collapsed into strong currents.

For local government units, Castro cited two master plans that could have prevented people
from building structures in dangerous areas: a 1941 master plan in Metro Manila, as well as a
1936 plan in Cebu.

In an interview with DZBB, Project NOAH executive director Mahar Lagmay said the
government is playing catch up now because of the failure to implement these two plans. It
should be noted that while Castro said that the Cebu plan was from 1936, Lagmay said that it
was from 1939.

“Yung problema natin ngayon ay accumulation ng dekada, kasi 1941 pa 'yung sinabi ko, hindi
to kakaiba doon sa problema doon sa pagsunod sa masterplan ng Cebu na 1939 'yung
development nila, eh hindi ito nasunod,” Lagmay said.

(The problem now is the accumulation of the decades, because the 1941 plan that | was saying;
it is not different from the masterplan of Cebu during its development, but this was not followed.)


https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/1000728/marcos-tells-agencies-no-room-for-complacency-on-climate-change/story/

Decades of urban development and population growth have led to structures being built in areas
that should have been left alone, including riverbanks.

Castro reaffirmed that if these structures had not been built there, then there should have been
no infrastructure to be devastated.

“Ayon sa Pangulo, dapat ipatupad ang batas pati ang ‘no-build zone’. Huwag nang mamulitika,
ipatupad ang batas at dapat ipaliwanag sa lahat na kailangang mas maging istrikto sa
pag-implementa ng batas para sa ating kaligtasan,” she said.

(The President said that the law should be enforced, including a ‘no build zone’. Let us not be
political and implement the law, and it should be explained to everyone to be stricter when it
comes to enforcing environmental laws.)

Castro did not name a personality or agency responsible for the non-implementation of these
plans.

However, Commissioner Albert dela Cruz of the Climate Change Commission had previously
lamented that the other agencies do not listen to them—even though Marcos himself is the chair
of the body.

Castro said that this will not happen again, saying that the required policies and projects that
could mitigate the effects of climate change must be implemented.

She admitted, however, that not all of them will be accomplished before Marcos’ term ends.
—LDF/RF, GMA News



INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS

The Amazon’s Defenders Declare a State of Emergency
By: Katie Surma

As governments push oil and mining expansion, thousands of Indigenous leaders and activists
gathered in Ecuador to chart another path.

PUYO, Ecuador—People fighting oil wells, mines and other threats to their homelands did not
come to this Amazonian city to lobby politicians at an environmental conference hosted by
governments. They built the conference themselves.

The 12th Pan-Amazonian Social Forum, known as FOSPA, brought together Indigenous
leaders, Afro-descendent communities, women, youth and other environmental defenders and
social-movement members from across the Amazon and Andes for six days of debate in August
about how to protect the region from the forces reshaping it.

A central message of the gathering was that the Amazon basin is an interconnected living
system that national borders have unnaturally divided—and that attacks on the forest cannot be
separated from attacks on the people who defend it.

The ecological stakes could not be higher.

As the world’s largest tropical rainforest, the Amazon holds a stunning amount of biodiversity,
including one-third of the planet’s plant species and 10 percent of all identified species, many
found nowhere else on Earth. It also acts as a buffer against global warming and drives South
America’s water cycles, generating rainfall far beyond its boundaries, including in Argentina’s
fertile Pampas region, according to Carlos Larrea, a professor at Universidad Andina Simén
Bolivar in Quito who spoke at the conference.

About one-fifth of the Amazon has already been deforested. Scientists at FOSPA warned that
combined with global warming, the forest is nearing an irreversible tipping point where tree loss
dries out the region, triggering a self-reinforcing collapse that could turn the rainforest into a
savannah and further accelerate climate change.

Despite these warnings, governments across the region continue to expand oil drilling, mining
and industrial agriculture. This extractivist push has had major impacts in local communities and
on environmental defenders. In Ecuador, for instance, some of the country’s most prominent
anti-mining activists have recently faced terrorism charges and frozen bank accounts—part of a
broader crackdown making land and water defense increasingly dangerous.

Speaking at the conference, Pedro Arrojo-Agudo, the United Nations’ special rapporteur on the

right to safe drinking water and sanitation, told attendees that the extractivist model in the
Amazon is inflicting human rights abuses as toxic pollution from mining, agrochemicals and oil
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https://insideclimatenews.org/news/01092026/amazons-defenders-declare-state-of-emergency/

spills devastates Indigenous and riverside communities. Arrojo-Agudo called this harm a crime
against humanity.

At the conference’s closing on Aug. 22, FOSPA’s 2,500 participants declared the Amazon in a
state of emergency near a point of no return and released a series of proposals. Among them:

Creating more extractive-free zones where mining and oil production are banned.
Expanding the recognition and enforcement of the rights of nature, legal rights that
protect ecosystems’ and individual species’ ability to maintain the natural processes that
sustain them.
Increasing women'’s political participation.
Launching a pan-Amazonian observatory to map organized crime and aid affected
communities.

e Supporting economies based on agroecology, agroforestry and other community
practices.

Participants also recommended creating networks to protect environmental defenders from
violence and strengthening communities’ power to decide what happens on their
lands—including land rights for Indigenous communities. The proposed plan of action will be
implemented not by governments, but at the grassroots level by communities and organizations.
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

DHSUD refining land-use standards for waste-to-energy facilities
By: Ma. Teresa Montemayor

MANILA — The Department of Human Settlements and Urban Development (DHSUD) is refining
land-use standards to guide local government units (LGUs) in identifying suitable areas for
waste-to-energy (WTE) facilities, following President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s directive to
strengthen sustainable waste management nationwide.

In a Radyo Pilipinas interview on Tuesday, DHSUD Environmental Land Use and Urban
Planning and Development Bureau officer-in-charge Assistant Director Ivan Sumilang said
Comprehensive Land Use Plans (CLUPs) play a crucial role in identifying safe and designated
areas for emerging waste treatment technologies.

Sumilang said while the formulation of national planning standards remains a national
government function, land-use and zoning implementation has been devolved to local
governments.

He said WTE proposals must undergo careful assessment during CLUP formulation to balance
their potential to generate energy with possible environmental and health risks.

"Isa po ito sa mga bagong teknolohiya na tinitingnan ng grupo namin, as well as tinitingnan din
po namin kung ano yung mga possible implications nito sa ating lokalidad. Isa po dito yung mga
emissions. Kaya po mahalaga po yung distansya din sa ating mga kabahayan ay ma-considera
sa usapin na ito (This is one of the new technologies our group is studying, as well as
examining its potential implications on our localities. One factor is emissions, which is why
establishing proper buffer distances from residential areas is vital)," he said.

Under DHSUD planning frameworks, WTE plants and other waste management facilities may
be designated within specific utilities, transportation and services zones to help minimize
potential industrial impacts on communities and nearby water bodies.

While proposals have been raised to locate WTE facilities near existing sanitary landfills to
streamline waste transport and logistics, Sumilang urged LGUs to carefully assess waste supply
and volume sustainability before committing to capital-intensive projects.

"Base po sa mga standards po natin, ang tinitingnan lang po natin sa sanitary landfill ay yung
mga residue. Kung pag hindi na natin ma-recover yung mga materials doon for recycling or
reusing, ang kailangan lang natin tingnan is sapat na yung mga residuals na iyon. Kasi baka
base po din sa aming initial na pag-aaral, minsan po yung waste-to-energy is talagang
kailangan ng sapat na supply (Based on our standards, sanitary landfills are intended primarily
for residual waste that can no longer be recycled or reused. Our initial studies show that
waste-to-energy facilities require a continuous and sufficient waste supply. If the supply runs

12


https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1283076

out, the investment could be wasted, so LGUs must thoroughly study their waste generation
volumes)," he added.

Proposed land-use plans of component cities and municipalities undergo multi-agency
evaluation by Provincial Land Use Committees, which include the DHSUD and the Department

of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).

Plans of highly urbanized cities, meanwhile, are reviewed by Regional Land Use Committees
before final ratification. (PNA)
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Marcos tightens 'no build zone,' flood preparedness rules
By: Darryl John Esguerra

MANILA - President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. has ordered government agencies and local
officials to tighten disaster preparedness and enforce laws, including “no-build zones,” as the
country grapples with increasingly intense rainfall and flooding caused by the enhanced
southwest monsoon (habagat).

Palace Press Officer Claire Castro on Tuesday said Marcos issued the directives during a
meeting with Cabinet officials on the Central Luzon flooding and Metro Manila health response,
despite the holiday on Monday.

Castro said the President stressed that climate change must be factored into government
planning, noting that intense monsoon rains and severe flooding are being experienced not only
in the Philippines but in several other countries.

Marcos also called for stricter enforcement of existing laws, including restrictions on building in
flood-prone areas.

According to Castro, the President noted that Metro Manila and Cebu had master plans dating
back to 1941 and 1936, respectively, that were not fully implemented.

Had these plans been followed, she said, some areas now occupied by infrastructure could
have remained open spaces that could absorb excess rainwater.

“‘Dapat ipatupad ang batas pati ang ‘no build zone’. Huwag nang mamulitika, ipatupad ang
batas (Laws, including ‘no-build zones,” must be enforced. Let us stop politicizing and just

enforce the law),” Castro quoted Marcos as saying during a Palace briefing on Tuesday.

Castro said Marcos wants climate change preparedness incorporated into education, with
schools teaching children at an early age how to respond to climate-related risks.

At the community level, residents were urged to properly dispose of waste, clear waterways,
and help prevent flooding caused by clogged drainage systems.

Local government units (LGUs), meanwhile, were directed to enforce no-build zones, maintain
waterways, ensure regular garbage collection, and coordinate with national agencies on
disaster preparedness.

Aid, health response

During the same meeting, Marcos received updates on the government's response to flooding in
Central Luzon and other affected areas.
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The Office of Civil Defense reported the continuing distribution of food, rice, potable water, and
non-food items, as well as financial assistance to local governments. The military, police, coast
guard and fire personnel were also providing transportation and rescue assistance.

Social Welfare Secretary Rex Gatchalian reported that more than PHP618.3 million worth of
humanitarian assistance had been delivered to Tarlac, Pampanga and Bulacan, while
assistance across Central Luzon reached more than PHP874.8 million.

Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. said affected farmers and fisherfolk were receiving
immediate agricultural assistance, crop insurance, and financial aid, including PHP35,000 loans

under the AgriRecover program.

For his part, Health Secretary Edwin Mercado said leptospirosis cases were 19 percent lower
than the previous year and assured that medicines are available.

The National Kidney and Transplant Institute is operating at full capacity, with the Philippine
General Hospital assisting in treating patients, Mercado said.

The Department of Public Works and Highways, meanwhile, reported ongoing repairs to
damaged roads, bridges, dikes, and other flood-control infrastructure.

The Department of Budget and Management assured that funding is available through the
government's Quick Response Fund for disaster-related needs.

Castro said Marcos emphasized that preparedness must extend beyond emergency response,
as climate-related hazards are expected to become more severe.

“Ang utos ni Pangulong Marcos Jr., huwag tayong magpakampante (President Marcos' directive
is for us not to be complacent),” she said. (PNA)
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Judge strikes down New York law that forced climate polluters to pay damages
By: Dharna Noor

State cannot enforce policy requiring oil firms to pay $75bn over 25 years for climate mitigation
and adaptation

A federal judge has struck down a landmark New York law that forces major polluters to pay
climate damages.

In her Monday ruling, Brenda Sannes, chief judge of the US district court for the northern district
of New York, sided with Republican-led states and oil interests in saying the state cannot
enforce its “climate superfund” law, signed by Kathy Hochul, the governor, in December 2024.
The policy required big oil companies to pay $75bn over 25 years for projects to help New York
pay for climate mitigation and adaptation.

Sannes’s 63-page decision said the law was “unusual and sweeping”. It relied on the second
circuit's 2021 decision in City of New York v Chevron, a case in which New York sued oil
companies arguing they should pay climate damages.

“This decision rests on contested precedent from a fundamentally different case, and Attorney
General Tish James must appeal immediately,” said Cassidy DiPaola, communications director
for Make Polluters Pay, which supports climate superfund policies.

Donald Trump’s justice department argued in support of the lawsuit against the New York policy
at a hearing last month. It has also filed its own litigation against it in the southern district of New
York; that suit is still pending.

Republicans praised Sannes’s decision.

“This is a major victory in the fight against liberal states, trying to balance their budgets on the
backs of our hard-working men and women in the coal, oil and gas industries,” said JB
McCuskey, attorney general of West Virginia, whose office led the challenge against the New
York law.

Hochul has not yet confirmed if they will appeal the decision. The office is reviewing the decision
to “determine possible next steps”, said Ken Lovett, senior communications adviser on energy

and environment for Hochul.

Vermont, the only other state to have passed a climate superfund law, is facing a parallel legal
challenge. Similar bills proposed in other states have not been passed into law.
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“The fossil fuel industry would like nothing more than for one district court ruling in New York to
scare lawmakers across the country into backing down, but this decision doesn’t bind other
states or stop them from passing their own laws,” said DiPaola.

“If allowed to stand, some of the richest corporations in history get to walk away from $75bn

they owe New Yorkers. The floods will still come, roads will still wash out and communities will
still need billions to protect themselves.”
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Nepal’s glacial collapse foreshadowed a future of climate disaster
By: Michael Mann

The deluge capped a summer of extreme climate events, from deadly heatwaves to wildfires.
We must take action now

For millennia, the high peaks of the Himalayas were held together by an invisible, frozen cement
— permafrost and glacial ice that bound ancient rock into seemingly unshakable fortresses. But
as the planet continues to warm, this alpine glue is liquefying.

The glacial collapse and deluge in Nepal and Tibet was not a freak weather event; it was the
structural failure of a mountain itself, nature’s latest commentary on the deadly consequences of
human-caused planetary warming. And it was the exclamation point on a summer of extremes,
illustrating with a sole unnatural disaster the apocalyptic future that lies in store if we fail to take
dramatic climate action.

As the death toll continues to mount — the latest count showed more than 900 dead and more
than 4,400 individuals missing — this event has crystalized the climate crisis for many.

One reason is undoubtedly the sheer horror of what unfolded here. Chilling surveillance and
eyewitness footage captured the horrific moment a 40mph wall of “liquid concrete” violently
overtook fleeing crowds, instantly swallowing entire families and burying them beneath feet of
thick, red-soaked silt. Another reason, however, is that the connection with climate change was
unassailable in this case.

The torrent was the direct result of warming-induced glacial collapse, which dumped millions of
tons of rock, unleashing a high-velocity wave of mud and debris. The new reality in the era of
human-caused climate change, a CNN headline put it, is that “living downstream from a glacier
has become a deadly liability”.

The impact of climate change on extreme weather, by contrast, is usually established though a
statistical, rather than direct causal, connection. Through what is known as attribution science,
climate scientists demonstrate the influence of climate change on the characteristics of an
extreme weather event. It is analogous to how epidemiologists establish a linkage between
cause (eg smoking cigarettes) and effect (lung cancer), through massive statistical evidence.

In the case of climate attribution, scientists run parallel climate model simulations, including a
“control” simulation that represents a counterfactual world without human impact, and a
“treatment” simulation where human drivers — primarily the increase in greenhouse gas
concentrations — are included. They then compare how often a particular event happens in the
two cases. If there is a substantial increase in occurrence of a particular event in the “treatment”
simulation relative to the “control” simulation, then the extremeness of the event — and its
human, societal or environmental impacts — can be “attributed” to climate change.
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Critics might say that the connection here is merely statistical — almost circumstantial. But much
as we are willing to attribute causality when a lifetime smoker contracts lung cancer because
they were as much as 30 times more likely to do so because of their use of tobacco products,
the extreme characteristics (unusually massive precipitation totals, high temperatures or
destructive winds) of the weather event can be attributed to human-caused warming.

While the tragic and deadly Tibetan flood might have been the most prominent climate
change-induced disaster this summer, it followed an unprecedented series of deadly, destructive
and dangerous extreme weather events that can be connected to rising carbon pollution and the
warming of our planet.

This summer of extremes began early. It started out with a March “heat dome” in the
south-western US that yielded extremes of heat we only expect to see in mid-summer. The
unprecedented extreme March heat was found by climate scientists to have been “virtually
impossible” in the absence of human-caused warming.

Then came a midsummer-like May heat dome in the eastern US that smashed temperature
records in my home city of Philadelphia. And within weeks, a European heat dome brought
deadly triple-digit temperatures to large parts of France leading to the deaths of more than
3,000 people in Paris and nearly 6,000 for all of France. That was just the first of four
record-breaking, back-to-back heatwaves in Europe that, by summer’s end, has cost the lives of
more than 35,000 people. And yes, the deadly heat was attributed to climate change.

The record July heat combined with extreme dryness over large parts of western Europe —
particularly France and Spain — to generate catastrophic wildfires that dominated the headlines
for weeks, along with a viral photo of vacationers calmly lounging under a colorful umbrella
while apocalyptic wildfire smoke billows in the background. The fires forced the evacuation of
hundreds of thousands of people from their homes. And at the risk of sounding like a broken
record: yes, it was formally attributed to human-caused warming.

Back in the US, we had our own wildfire problems. A combination of very hot and dry conditions
over southern Ontario and the upper midwest led to huge wildfires generating plumes of smoke
that choked the east coast for weeks. Air quality was rated hazardous in my home city of
Philadelphia.

And yes, these wildfires — and indeed, the Canadian wildfires we now see summer after
summer — can be attributed to climate change.

The summer of extreme weather disasters wasn’t done with us yet. In mid-August a historic
“derecho” (a very wide, fast-moving line of severe thunderstorms associated typically with
destructive, hurricane-strength straight-line destructive winds) struck the midwestern US with
winds exceeding 100mph and devastating flooding, the better part of a million people from
lllinois to Virginia were left without power.
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While it is a challenge to apply attribution methods to these rare events, there is emerging
evidence that climate change is making them more frequent and more damaging.

This past summer’s collective extreme weather disasters were an unmistakable consequence of
the continued warming of our planet. The current administration’s policies — which were written
by polluters themselves — are making things worse. Donald Trump and enabling congressional
Republicans continue to double down on policies favoring fossil fuel extraction and dependence
at the very time we need to be moving even more quickly away from fossil fuels toward clean
energy.

These extreme events underscore the urgency of taking action now, and — while there are many
things we can do — one of the greatest opportunities Americans will have to affect climate policy
is the upcoming midterm election. You can make support for urgent and dramatic climate action
a litmus test issue as you go to the voting booth.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:
THE MANILA TIMES

Marcos prioritizes measures mitigating impacts of climate change
By: Bernadette E. Tamayo

MANILA, Philippines — President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has ordered strict compliance of laws
on disaster mitigation as he underscored the need to "prioritize" measures that would address
the impacts of climate change.

The President made the directive amid concerns aired by the Climate Change Commission that
some other government agencies failed to enforce policies to address climate change.

"The President has long been mentioning climate change because he has been studying it
closely," Presidential Communications Office Undersecretary Claire Castro said on Tuesday.

"Because of this, he is closely focused, especially on the effects of climate change, as we
increasingly see and experience the harsh force of nature," Castro said during a press briefing.

She said the Philippines has several laws and policies intended to address flooding and climate
change, but their effectiveness could be undermined when they are not consistently enforced
because of the “palakasan system” or corruption.

"That will no longer happen because the issue of climate change will be prioritized, which is
precisely what the President emphasized during yesterday's meeting," Castro said.

The President on Monday convened a meeting with officials from the Department of National
Defense, Department of the Interior and Local Government, Department of Social Welfare and
Development, Department of Agriculture, Department of Health, Department of Public Works
and Highways, and Department of Budget and Management to discuss flooding in Central
Luzon, the Metro Manila health response, and updates from the participating agencies.

"The President emphasized the importance of our countrymen's preparedness due to the
impacts of climate change," Castro said during a press briefing. According to experts, climate
change is one of the reasons for the relentless heavy downpours.

She said Marcos urged the public "not to be complacent," noting that many other countries are
also experiencing intense monsoons, major storms, and severe flooding, including Nepal,
China, Laos, Pakistan, India, and Kenya.

Flooding has also hit Japan and South Korea, while the Grand Canyon in the US experienced

flash floods. "We must take the threat of climate change seriously. Preparedness is the key to
overcoming its dangers," she said.
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"The President is pushing for the public to fully understand the effects of climate change
because the intense rain, sudden downpours, and flooding we experienced aren't the only
things that can happen as a result of climate change," she said.

"So, we must prepare for this, and all policies and laws must be implemented—that is what the
President wants," Castro added.

The master plans dating back to 1941 for Metro Manila and 1936 for Cebu were not followed,
the Palace press officer said.

"Had these been implemented, many areas where infrastructure was built should have
remained untouched, and flood-prone zones should have been kept clear of structures to serve

as natural catchments for rainwater," she said in Filipino.

Castro also urged the public to practice proper waste disposal, noting that improperly discarded
garbage can clog waterways and contribute to flooding.

The Department of Education was also encouraged to incorporate disaster preparedness and
resilience lessons into children’s education at an early age.
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‘Hindi_na ito parang Science subject’: Marcos wants gov’t agencies to step up climate
action

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has ordered government agencies to give greater attention to
climate change issues and impact as it is no longer a distant environmental issue but a reality
that millions of Filipinos face.

Malacafiang made the remarks on Tuesday amid concerns that some government offices
allegedly failed to heed the recommendations of the Climate Change Commission.

Presidential Communications Office Undersecretary and Palace press officer Claire Castro said
the President wants the public to have a better understanding of the risks and repercussions of
climate change, including the increasing volume of rainfall and floods.

“Hindi na po mangyayari iyan dahil pagtutuunan po ng pansin ang isyu patungkol sa climate
change,” she said.

Marcos issued the order amid the widespread floods in Metro Manila and Central Luzon due to
several days of heavy rainfall due to the enhanced southwest monsoon.

The CCC allegedly expressed concern that some government offices were not responsive to its
recommendations.

Castro said she would get in touch with the CC to identify which additional measures should be
raised to Marcos.

“Hindi na po ito parang subject sa ating Science na pinag-uusapan lamang dahil nandito na po.

Realidad na po ito,” she added.
=END=
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