
 
NEWS ROUNDUP  
03 SEPTEMBER 2026 | 08:00 am 

 
●​ Nepal Prime Minister demands climate action after Himalayan disaster 
●​ Global warming will exceed limit, U.N. says in a report that maps path to get back below 

danger zone 
●​ House OKs on final reading stronger worker protection vs climate threats 
●​ Nepal, Philippines suffer greatly despite contributing little to climate crisis 
●​ Temperature check: alarm as prediction markets lean into weather and climate bets 
●​ ‘Fight for humanity’: Avoiding a climate catastrophe means acting now 

 
CCC IN THE NEWS: 

 
●​ Marcos faults abandoned 1941 urban plan 
●​ Marcos vows to protect climate change mitigation programs from corruption 
●​ ‘Hindi na ito parang Science subject’: Marcos wants gov’t agencies to step up climate 

action 
 
ABS CBN  
 
Nepal Prime Minister demands climate action after Himalayan disaster 
 
KATHMANDU, Nepal — Nepali Prime Minister Balendra Shah said last week's deadly 
Himalayan flood was "not an ordinary" event but driven by climate change, as he demanded 
international action. 
 
NBC NEWS 
 
Global warming will exceed limit, U.N. says in a report that maps path to get back below 
danger zone 
 
“If we act now we can limit overshoot,” the report said. “Not a safe world, but safer than 
remaining above” 1.5 degrees for the long term. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
House OKs on final reading stronger worker protection vs climate threats 
By: Holly Bacay 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The House of Representatives on Wednesday approved on final 
reading a bill strengthening workers’ safety against climate-related threats and hazards. 
 
RAPPLER 
 
Nepal, Philippines suffer greatly despite contributing little to climate crisis 
By: Iya Gozum 
 
MANILA, Philippines – Developing nations like Nepal and the Philippines bear the brunt of 
climate change impacts even though they contribute the least to global greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
 
THE GUARDIAN  
 
Temperature check: alarm as prediction markets lean into weather and climate bets 
By: Oliver Milman 
 
Climate experts warn that US Kalshi and Polymarket users are ‘gamifying disasters’ as they bet 
on events like heatwaves and daily temperatures 
 
UN NEWS  
 
‘Fight for humanity’: Avoiding a climate catastrophe means acting now 
 
Record heat waves, deadly flooding and extreme weather reflect an ever-warming planet poised 
to soon breach safe temperature limits, according to a UN report released on Tuesday, but 
doubling down on climate action now could avoid a climate catastrophe. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Marcos faults abandoned 1941 urban plan 
By: Raffy Ayeng 
 
As Central Luzon provinces remain submerged and floodwaters continue to snarl traffic, 
especially along the North Luzon Expressway, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. pointed to a 
decades-old urban plan for Metro Manila that was never fully implemented. 
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
Marcos vows to protect climate change mitigation programs from corruption 
By: Jocelyn Reyes 
 
The Marcos administration is placing more attention on government programs for  climate 
change response and mitigation after witnessing the effects of extreme weather conditions and 
changing patterns, Palace Press Officer Claire Castro said Tuesday. 
 
POLITIKO 
 
‘Hindi na ito parang Science subject’: Marcos wants gov’t agencies to step up climate 
action 
 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has ordered government agencies to give greater attention to 
climate change issues and impact as it is no longer a distant environmental issue but a reality 
that millions of Filipinos face. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ABS CBN  
 
Nepal Prime Minister demands climate action after Himalayan disaster 
 
KATHMANDU, Nepal — Nepali Prime Minister Balendra Shah said last week's deadly 
Himalayan flood was "not an ordinary" event but driven by climate change, as he demanded 
international action. 
 
The huge wave of freezing water and debris, sparked by a glacial collapse on the China-Nepal 
border, killed at least 939 people and left nearly 4,500 missing, with Kathmandu warning 
reconstruction costs could run into the "billions of dollars". 
 
 
"The flood in the Bhote Koshi River in Rasuwa was not an ordinary flood," Prime Minister 
Balendra Shah said in a social media post late Monday. 
 
"It was one of the region's major disasters, triggered by an avalanche of snow and ice in the 
Himalayan region," he said. 
 
While the exact cause of the collapse is unclear, climate change is causing glaciers to melt 
worldwide, increasing the risk of such disasters. 
 
Scientists say the Himalayas, the world's highest mountain range, are melting faster as global 
temperatures rise. 
 
"This incident indicates that the risks we face in the Himalayan region are increasing alongside 
climate change," Shah added. 
 
"Therefore, this region must remain vigilant." 
 
Nepal, a largely rural nation of 30 million people, has contributed little to the emissions driving 
global warming churned out by wealthy and industrialized nations, but is suffering its 
consequences. 
 
Shah said Nepal should press its case internationally. 
 
"It is now time for us to strongly raise with the international community the issue of the disasters 
we are experiencing as a result of climate change," he said. 
 
Glaciers in the wider Himalayan and Hindu Kush ranges are a crucial water source for around 
240 million people in the mountainous regions, as well as for another 1.65 billion people in the 
South Asian and Southeast Asian river valleys below. 
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UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, visiting Nepal in 2023, warned that Himalayan regions 
were struggling with rapidly melting glaciers and that the "rooftops of the world are caving in". 
 
Following Wednesday's disaster, UN climate chief Simon Stiell said it was a "devastating 
reminder of how fragile these mountain environments can be", he said. 
 
Nepal's economy is already under pressure, with limited resources to respond to a disaster of 
this scale. 
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NBC NEWS 
 
Global warming will exceed limit, U.N. says in a report that maps path to get back below 
danger zone 
 
“If we act now we can limit overshoot,” the report said. “Not a safe world, but safer than 
remaining above” 1.5 degrees for the long term. 
 
In a strategic retreat in the fight against climate change, the United Nations has acknowledged 
that Earth has lost its chance to prevent some of the worst of global warming’s harms. So now 
the world must figure out how to get temperatures below the danger zone and back to safety, 
officials say. 
 
Earth is soon going to exceed the safe temperature threshold agreed upon by the world in the 
2015 Paris climate accord because of warming from the burning of coal, oil and gas, according 
to a bleak first-of-its-kind report issued by the United Nations Environment Programme 
Wednesday. 
 
Instead of giving up, scientists and U.N. officials recommend trying to limit excessive warming 
and then bring the temperature back down to the agreed-upon threshold. But it still will mean 
decades of increased weather-related disasters, rising seas, extinctions and melting ice and 
glaciers. 
 
“Humanity is speeding past the limit to avoid climate catastrophe,” United Nations 
Secretary-General António Guterres said. 
 
After a period of over-the-limit warming, the new strategy envisions getting back below the limit 
by ending fossil fuel use and developing some kind of way to suck industries’ carbon dioxide out 
of the air. 
 
“It’s a reality check. We have to live with this warmer world,” said report co-author Richard Betts, 
a climate scientist at the University of Exeter. “But there’s still a lot we can do to limit warming.” 
 
Passing the longtime warming threshold 
After the Paris climate accord, the United Nations ordered its climate science arm to study 
different warming limits. A goal of 1.5 Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit) above mid-19th century 
temperatures became generally accepted after the scientists found dramatic impacts that affect 
people and the planet at 2 degrees Celsius (3.8 degrees Fahrenheit) but not at 1.5 degrees. 
 
The world is now at 1.4 C (2.5 F) above pre-industrial levels, some scientists have calculated. 
The measure is based on a 20-year average, rather than a single year’s temperatures. 
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Despite experts saying there’s no way to limit warming to 1.5 degrees, U.N. officials long 
maintained the 1.5 window was still open. Wednesday’s report finally admitted that the world will 
cross the 1.5 threshold “in the next few years.” 
 
The report said the most optimistic scenario has warming peaking at 1.8 C (3.2 F) around 
mid-century if countries pursue ambitious climate goals, but that governments’ current policies 
should push temperatures to 2.6 C (4.7 F) above pre-industrial levels by 2100. 
 
So instead of preventing warming of 1.5 degrees, now the U.N. said it wants policymakers to 
“prepare for and navigate a future’’ in which the globe crosses that limit and then corrects 
course and cools temperatures. The report envisions that global temperatures will pass 1.5 
“within the next few years,” follow a hump-shaped path of more warming, peak, then gradually 
cool to below the 1.5 mark, ideally by the end of the century. The report and experts call it 
“overshoot.” 
 
“Let’s be very clear, 1.5 target is still the goal. But now we need to approach it differently from 
above,” said UNEP Executive Director Inger Andersen. 
 
The 1.5 limit is not “some magical climate cliff” where it’s just game over, said University of 
Victoria climate scientist Andrew Weaver, who wasn’t part of the study. “Every tenth of a degree 
we avoid still means less damage.” 
 
Limiting how high temperatures go past threshold is key 
It’s most important to first limit the new peak temperature and then reduce the amount of time 
above 1.5 degrees, Andersen said. 
 
But the world likely will be in that overshoot period for “many, many decades,” Betts said. 
 
Every five years of delay in reducing emissions adds at least a tenth of a degree to peak 
warming, said report co-author Joeri Rogelj, a climate scientist at Imperial College London. 
 
“If we act now we can limit overshoot,” the report said. “Not a safe world, but safer than 
remaining above” 1.5 degrees for the long term. 
 
“This is among the bleakest U.N. climate reports I have read. It carries the unmistakable tone of 
desperation, frustration and urgency — but not resignation,” Weaver said. 
 
Climate scientist Bill Hare, CEO of Climate Analytics, said that “although UNEP does a good job 
of describing the hole we’ve dug ourselves into, it does a poor job of showing us that there’s a 
way out.” 
 
Adapting to a deadlier, hungrier, thirstier world 
Governments need to increase efforts to adapt to worsening warming, which hits the poor 
hardest, “because some impacts simply cannot be avoided,” Andersen said. 
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The report calls this phase “coping and containment.” 
 
During this overshoot period, more people will die or get sick because of the worsening climate 
change and its extreme weather, the report said. Food production will drop, people will go 
hungry, water shortages will worsen, economies will be hurt and species like coral will go 
extinct, the report said. 
 
Although the triggers behind the recent deadly Nepal flooding that came as part of a Himalayan 
glacier dislodging are complex, Betts said “unfortunately we do expect to see more of such 
things and this is exactly why we need to limit peak warming.” 
 
The report warns of “tipping points” with irreversible and cascading effects, including the loss of 
the West Antarctic and Greenland ice sheets, the loss of the Amazon rain forest and the 
shutdown of the Atlantic Ocean circulation system that keeps much of Europe warm. 
 
“Some locations might become more or less uninsurable or even uninhabitable,” the report said. 
 
The last phase in overshoot is cooling the planet by removing carbon dioxide from the air and 
storing it somewhere. The report said the traditional approach of this is planting more trees, but 
it says planting trees could, at most, shave a tenth of a degree off global temperatures. So the 
authors said more novel carbon removal approaches will be needed. 
 
Other scientists called that unreliable and expensive. 
 
“We were unable to stop the runaway train of global emissions to avoid 1.5 C of warming,” said 
Stanford University climate scientist Rob Jackson, who wasn’t part of the report. “Now overshoot 
scenarios require us to stop the train quickly and to back it up. Is it our best hope? Absolutely. Is 
it likely? Absolutely not.” 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
House OKs on final reading stronger worker protection vs climate threats 
By: Holly Bacay 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The House of Representatives on Wednesday approved on final 
reading a bill strengthening workers’ safety against climate-related threats and hazards. 
 
With 256 lawmakers voting in favor, the House Bill No. 10559, which reinforces Occupational 
Safety and Health (OSH) standards by integrating climate-adaptive measures was passed on 
third and final reading. 
 
The bill also imposes stiffer penalties for OSH “gross violations thereof” that endanger workers. 
 
The House Committee on Labor and Employment has earlier sponsored the measure amid 
unpredictable weather events that may threaten the safety and well-being of workers, primarily 
those working in outdoor settings. 
 
“For construction workers exposed to intense heat and employees who must report for work 
amid heavy rains and severe weather, climate change is no longer an abstract issue but a 
danger they confront in earning their livelihood,” House Committee on Labor and Employment 
Chairperson Ramon Jolo Revilla said. /mr 
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RAPPLER 
 
Nepal, Philippines suffer greatly despite contributing little to climate crisis 
By: Iya Gozum 
 
MANILA, Philippines – Developing nations like Nepal and the Philippines bear the brunt of 
climate change impacts even though they contribute the least to global greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
 
Nepal is suffering from the debris flow and massive flood triggered by a glacier collapse in the 
Himalayas, and the death toll continues to rise. In the Philippines, millions have had to grapple 
with flooded roads and homes due to continuous rain in recent weeks. 
 
“We contribute a negligible share of global emissions, yet we sit downstream of some of the 
fastest-warming glacial systems on Earth,” Sumnima Udas, a member of the Nepal parliament, 
was quoted as saying in a The New Yorker report. 
 
There is consensus that climate change is caused mainly by industrialized nations. Poorer 
countries vulnerable to climate change impacts have time and again demanded for reparations. 
 
Last year, the International Court of Justice ruled in a landmark opinion that responsible 
countries “have an obligation to compensate.” – Rappler.com 
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THE GUARDIAN  
 
Temperature check: alarm as prediction markets lean into weather and climate bets 
By: Oliver Milman 
 
Climate experts warn that US Kalshi and Polymarket users are ‘gamifying disasters’ as they bet 
on events like heatwaves and daily temperatures 
 
Online prediction markets, saturated by money staked on sport, crypto and politics, have now 
set their sights on a promising new area of growth: betting on the future livability of the planet 
itself. 
 
The rise of gamified predictions on the unfolding climate crisis, and shorter-term weather 
forecasts, has been underscored by a new deal that allows Kalshi, a leading online financial 
exchange, to access data from the Weather Company, owner of the Weather Channel, to verify 
weather-related betting outcomes. 
 
The weather is “one of the fastest-growing and most crucial categories” at Kalshi, the company 
said, with monetized predictions made by people, and bots, on weather and climate events 
growing 500% in the past year into a $1.1bn market. 
 
“The long-term vision is to financialize everything and create a tradable asset out of any 
difference in opinion,” Tarek Mansour, co-founder of Kalshi, said of the company’s broader 
objectives last year. 
 
Startlingly, Kalshi even claims that this gauge of public opinion can not only act as a financial 
hedge for businesses exposed to extreme weather, but also help shape the weather forecasts 
themselves. Kalshi’s betting markets will appear on the Weather Channel’s app, which is used 
by more than 330 million people worldwide. 
 
“Given the severity of the climate crisis, it’s crucial for policymakers and the general public to 
have well-calibrated forecasting data about future climate impacts,” said a Kalshi spokesperson, 
citing a company study on how accurate its markets’ predictions are. Asked whether this meant 
Kalshi saw its weather markets as part of delivering well-calibrated forecasting data, the 
spokesperson said this was the case. 
 
“Weather is the ultimate equalizer – it fundamentally affects everyone and everything,” the 
spokesperson said. 
 
People visiting Kalshi or Polymarket, its main rival, can bet on weather predictions such as how 
hot it will be in certain places on a given day, as well as longer-term bets – from how many 
climate-fueled disasters the US will have, to whether the world will avoid catastrophic global 
heating, to how severe the die-off of corals in Hawaii will be. 
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You can even wager how far Lake Mead, the US’s largest reservoir and a crucial water source 
for the American west, will drop below its already record-low levels. Last year, amid ruinous 
wildfires in Los Angeles, there were $1.2m in bets laid on Polymarket on the extent of the fires, 
with one user posting that “volume so high in this market it cause another fire”. 
 
While Polymarket’s international platform still hosts wildfire bets, US consumers are barred from 
accessing them. Kalshi meanwhile has never offered wildfire markets, citing “perverse 
incentives”. 
 
Distinctions can be hard to draw, though – the websites will allow betting on, for example, the 
severity of heatwaves in Phoenix, Arizona, even though up to 500 deaths in Maricopa county, 
which includes Phoenix, are being investigated as possibly heat-related. Excessive heat is the 
biggest killer among extreme weather events in the US. 
 
For scientists and people affected by climate-related disasters, though, it has been troubling to 
see the painful consequences of an overheating world turned into an online money-making 
market. 
 
When the Eaton fire swept through Los Angeles county last year, killing at least 19 people and 
razing thousands of buildings, the home of Kaitlyn Trudeau’s grandfather was among those 
destroyed. 
 
While he was unhurt, Trudeau, a climate scientist at the non-profit Climate Central, said it “left a 
bad taste in my mouth imagining people making money off it. People were posting ‘that was fun, 
until next time!’ I’d be lying if I said it didn’t hurt a bit. 
 
“The dehumanization of these events really concerns me. I worry about the gamification of this 
because it distances us from the impacts of climate change, it affects our empathy,” said 
Trudeau, who added that she questioned Kalshi’s blurring of distinction of weather and climate 
and how such bets are adjudicated. 
 
“I find it depressing because it’s distracting us from what we should be focusing on,” she said. 
“I’m not against prediction markets in general but we need to be clear about the downsides. 
They aren’t going to reduce the risks of climate change or solve climate change.” 
 
Kalshi’s claims around weather forecasting are “confusing”, Trudeau added. “I’d be curious to 
know which resolved markets are related to future climate impacts and what sources they used 
to calibrate them,” she said. “Since calibration is measured by comparing many predictions 
against many realized outcomes, how can a market be calibrated on impacts that, by definition, 
haven’t happened yet?” 
 
Placing bets on the weather or the broader climate is harmful “because of all of the perverse 
incentives this can create, especially among bad actors with malicious intentions”, said Michael 
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Mann, a climate scientist at the University of Pennsylvania who said he worried about the bets 
fueling conspiracy theories about weather manipulation. 
 
Other critics contend that the public’s understanding of actual weather data could be obscured 
or even altered by big-money betting. Kalshi, Polymarket and the Weather Company all 
dismissed concerns of potential improper practices, pointing to company policies and federal 
regulation deterring insider trading and conflict of interest. 
 
“We view weather data through the lens of decision intelligence and risk management – not 
gamification,” said a Weather Company spokesperson about the deal with Kalshi. “This 
partnership elevates weather data into a highly reliable tool, allowing both individuals and 
mission-critical enterprises to better quantify and manage real-world weather outcomes.” 
 
Polymarket, meanwhile, said it saw itself in grander terms than a mere betting website for 
people facing the perils of a hurricane, wildfire or heatwave made far fiercer by the burning of 
fossil fuels. 
 
“When tragedy unfolds, people turn to the news for commentary and they come to Polymarket 
for information,” said a company spokesperson. “While we are not blind to the risks, removing 
these markets does not prevent a tragedy but makes the most accurate information less 
accessible to the people who need it most.” 
 
While they are booming in popularity, however, the wagering platforms are under increasing 
scrutiny from federal lawmakers and several states. Last week, a federal appeals court ruled 
that states can regulate prediction markets like gambling, after a case brought by Nevada, 
which had attempted to shut down Kalshi. 
 
This mounting legal and regulatory pressure means that sites that allow wagers on everything 
from the value of gold to the words mentioned in a Donald Trump speech may find the climate 
crisis a less politically fraught arena to focus on, even though the topic still only attracts a small 
fraction of the bets laid online, experts point out. 
 
“They have to convince the courts they aren’t a gambling platform for sports and crypto,” said 
Jamie Pietruska, an economic historian at Rutgers University. “The weather and climate are 
seemingly innocuous in comparison. There is a longstanding belief that the weather can’t be 
controlled so it’s perfect to bet on and different to other categories, such as geopolitics.” 
 
Much like how CNN already includes prediction market outcomes in its political coverage, the 
Weather Channel could soon feature Kalshi odds amid its own forecasts, Pietruska said, further 
warping public trust in the National Weather Service, the bedrock federal forecasting agency 
that has faced deep cuts under the Trump administration. 
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“Who is the wisdom of the crowds in that situation? There are casual betters, dumb money and 
weather trading bots,” said Pietruska. “Is that going to produce a forecast better than a 
meteorologist? Is that just vibes weather?” 
 
What will this all do to the public’s appetite to address global heating? One 2023 study found 
that participating in a climate prediction market elevated concerns about the climate crisis and 
even altered the viewpoint of those who denied established climate science. 
 
“The only thing that seems to work in changing minds of climate deniers [is] to let them put their 
money where their mouth is,” said Moran Cerf, a Columbia University researcher who led the 
study. 
 
Still, Cerf said, the negatives of wagering on the climate outweigh the positives. “It’s bad, in one 
word,” he said. “The prediction markets have taken a turn to the dark side by gamifying 
disasters. The fact it’s unregulated, unlike the stock market, means it is getting worse, too.” 
 
Pietruska shares these misgivings. “I’ve been uncomfortable with this sort of betting for some 
time. It has serious moral consequences,” she said. “An academic study isn’t the same as the 
speed and scale of the new casinos that are being set up. 
 
“If I go online and see the perception that the world will pass 2C (3.6F) warming by 2050, it 
creates a sense of a predetermined future, even though this is an aggregation of public opinion. 
It’s not a truth machine.” 
 
Listing climate-related disasters next to the timing of Taylor Swift’s next album or the winner of 
the next Super Bowl “casualizes and trivializes catastrophe and human suffering”, Pietruska 
said. “The wisdom of crowds isn’t going to encourage the community building and solidarity we 
need to address the climate crisis. That is not good, to say the least.” 
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UN NEWS  
 
‘Fight for humanity’: Avoiding a climate catastrophe means acting now 
 
Record heat waves, deadly flooding and extreme weather reflect an ever-warming planet poised 
to soon breach safe temperature limits, according to a UN report released on Tuesday, but 
doubling down on climate action now could avoid a climate catastrophe. 
 
The scorching heat in the northern hemisphere in recent months, raging wildfires and deadly 
floods are a warning of what lies ahead, UN Secretary-General António Guterres said. 
 
He recalled that the historic 2015 Paris Agreement on climate change saw world leaders pledge 
to keep temperature rise to the 1.5°C limit above pre-industrial levels, which scientists say is 
critical to avoiding the worst climate devastation. 
 
Indeed, the world is failing to keep that promise, according to the new report from the UN 
Environment Programme (UNEP) 
 
“The fight for 1.5 degrees is the fight for humanity,” he said. “We are set to breach the 1.5°C limit 
within the next few years.” 
 
‘Every fraction of a degree will cost lives’ 
There are no good outcomes if temperatures remain above 1.5°C consistently, warned UNEP 
chief Inger Andersen. 
 
“Across the globe, extreme heatwaves are already proving that climate impacts will strike faster, 
hit harder, and last longer, costing more lives and causing deeper disruption,” she said. 
 
“Now is the time we must double down on climate action. We can and must get on the right 
path. By cutting greenhouse gas emissions, strengthening resilience and adaptation and 
ensuring exceedance of 1.5°C is as small and short as possible.” 
 
The UN chief agreed. 
 
“Every fraction of a degree will cost lives, destroy livelihoods, deepen inequality and push 
ecosystems closer to irreversible damage,” the Secretary-General said. “Humanity is speeding 
past the limit to avoid climate catastrophe.” 
 
‘Solutions are at hand’ 
 
However, swift climate action can bring the world back from the brink, Mr. Guterres said. 
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“We can still bring warming back below 1.5°C by the end of the century,” he said. “We must 
make the overshoot as small and short as possible, limiting how high temperatures rise and how 
long they remain above 1.5.” 
 
That demands an “overshoot of ambition” through accelerating the phaseout of fossil fuels and 
the renewables revolution, slashing methane pollution and protecting land, forest and oceans, 
he said. 
 
It also means governments must over-deliver on national climate plans, net zero commitments 
and beyond, and developed countries must triple adaptation finance and ensure it reaches 
those most at risk. 
 
“The science is clear,” Mr. Guterres said. “The solutions are at hand, and the world has never 
been better equipped to deploy them. Now is the time to raise ambition and accelerate action.” 
 
Highlights from the new report: 
 

●​ Above 1.5°C, risks and impacts will intensify with every extra fraction of a degree and 
every year, including intensified extreme weather, ecosystem loss and submersion of 
small island developing States and low-lying coastal cities alongside severe damage to 
human health, food security, water supplies, nature, cities, infrastructure and economies 

●​ The likelihood of crossing irreversible tipping points increases with the magnitude and 
duration of higher temperatures, including the destabilisation of major ice sheets and 
degradation of the Amazon rainforest 

●​ Mitigation and adaptation must advance together, prioritising such interventions as 
nature-based cooling 

●​ Net zero is a milestone towards net-negative in sustained reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions 

●​ Conditions for success include strong political will and multilateralism, effective policies, 
inclusive governance, and finance 

●​ Countries with greater responsibility for climate change should act the fastest with the 
greatest ambition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
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Marcos faults abandoned 1941 urban plan 
By: Raffy Ayeng 
 
As Central Luzon provinces remain submerged and floodwaters continue to snarl traffic, 
especially along the North Luzon Expressway, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. pointed to a 
decades-old urban plan for Metro Manila that was never fully implemented. 
 
Palace Press Officer Undersecretary Claire Castro said the President raised the matter in a 
meeting with Cabinet officials and an unidentified expert on Monday. 
 
Marcos also attributed the worsening flooding to climate change and urged Filipinos to remain 
prepared for increasingly extreme weather events. 
 
Castro on Tuesday said the President noted that the 1941 Master Plan for Metro Manila and the 
1936 plan for Cebu were not followed, resulting in development in areas that were supposed to 
be left open to absorb rainwater. 
 
“According to the President, if these master plans were followed, many areas would not have 
been built on. Flood-prone areas should have remained open and free of infrastructure so they 
could serve as catchment areas for rainwater,” Castro said in Filipino. 
 
Marcos also called for the strict enforcement of the “no-build zone” provisions in the National 
Building Code of the Philippines. 
 
“According to the President, the law must be enforced, including the no-build zones. We should 
stop politicizing this and enforce the law. We must explain to everyone why stricter 
implementation is necessary for our safety,” Castro said. 
 
She acknowledged that the country has “many good laws” that these are not properly enforced 
because of political influence and corruption. 
 
“That can no longer continue. We must understand the effects of climate change and enforce 
the law without choosing sides or giving favors,” she said. 
 
Public responsibility 
 
Castro also called on local governments and residents to do their part in addressing the 
flooding, particularly by keeping waterways clear and properly disposing of waste. 
 
“For local governments, enforce the no-build zones, make sure your areas are properly 
managed, clear obstructions from waterways, and ensure that garbage is collected and brought 
to proper disposal sites. Responsibility starts with us,” she said. 
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She said the President also warned against complacency, noting that severe flooding and 
extreme weather were also affecting other countries around the world, including Nepal, China, 
Laos, Pakistan, India and Kenya. 
 
“Japan and South Korea have also experienced flooding, while the Grand Canyon in the United 
States has also suffered a flash flood. We should take the threat of climate change seriously. 
Preparedness is the key to overcoming its dangers,” Castro said. 
 
Old plan, long neglect 
 
In a radio interview Monday, Project NOAH head Mahar Lagmay said the 1941 Metro Manila 
master plan and the 1939 Cebu plan both included flood management solutions beyond the 
construction of dikes. 
 
Lagmay, also executive director of the University of the Philippines Resilience Institute, said the 
government had neglected the plans for nearly a century. The country’s flooding problems could 
not be solved overnight, he added. 
 
Castro said the Department of Public Works and Highways was working on long-term solutions 
for the flooding in Metro Manila and Central Luzon. 
 
“What the President really wants is for everything that needs to be fixed to be fixed. Not 
everything can be completed during his term, but he will start the process,” Castro said. 
 
She said the Palace will coordinate with the Climate Change Commission to identify gaps and 
other measures needed to address the country’s flooding problems. 
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
Marcos vows to protect climate change mitigation programs from corruption 
By: Jocelyn Reyes 
 
The Marcos administration is placing more attention on government programs for  climate 
change response and mitigation after witnessing the effects of extreme weather conditions and 
changing patterns, Palace Press Officer Claire Castro said Tuesday.Legislative Branch 
 
Castro said President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has long recognized the importance of addressing 
climate change, recognizing that the country has several laws and policies that have been 
intended to address flooding and abnormal weather patterns. 
 
She said the effectiveness of these programs, however, has been undermined by inconsistent 
enforcement due to the “palakasan system,” or the system of favoritism, patronage and 
corruption that has blighted Philippine  politics for decades. 
 
Castro made the remarks amid the concerns raised by the Climate Change Commission that 
even some agencies were ignoring their recommendations. 
 
“That will no longer happen because the issue of climate change will be given attention,” she 
said. 
 
Castro urged the public to be involved in the campaign to make communities resilient and ready 
to mitigate the effects of climate change, be continually informed on the issue, and help ensure 
that laws are strictly enforced, fairly and consistently, without favoring any individual or group. 
 
She said that even simple actions such as the proper disposal of garbage would go a long way 
in preventing the clogging of waterways and flooding. 
 
Castro said the President has directed the Department of Education (DepEd) to further educate 
students about climate change and its adverse effects on the environment and eventually the 
communities. 
 
She said Marcos highlighted the importance of instilling climate-change awareness among 
students at an early age amid the increasingly serious effects of climate change, which are 
expected to intensify in the coming years. 
 
“For students, the role of each individual is to be prepared for the effects of climate change; its 
impact will worsen in the coming years, so let us not allow the situation to reach that point,” she 
added. 
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Castro said several countries have been experiencing changes in their weather patterns 
including intense monsoon rains, major storms, and severe flooding, such as what happened in 
Nepal, China, Laos, Pakistan, India, Kenya, Japan, South Korea and even the United States. 
 
POLITIKO 
 
‘Hindi na ito parang Science subject’: Marcos wants gov’t agencies to step up climate 
action 
 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has ordered government agencies to give greater attention to 
climate change issues and impact as it is no longer a distant environmental issue but a reality 
that millions of Filipinos face. 
 
Malacañang made the remarks on Tuesday amid concerns that some government offices 
allegedly failed to heed the recommendations of the Climate Change Commission. 
 
Presidential Communications Office Undersecretary and Palace press officer Claire Castro said 
the President wants the public to have a better understanding of the risks and repercussions of 
climate change, including the increasing volume of rainfall and floods. 
 
“Hindi na po mangyayari iyan dahil pagtutuunan po ng pansin ang isyu patungkol sa climate 
change,” she said. 
 
Marcos issued the order amid the widespread floods in Metro Manila and Central Luzon due to 
several days of heavy rainfall due to the enhanced southwest monsoon. 
 
The CCC allegedly expressed concern that some government offices were not responsive to its 
recommendations. 
 
Castro said she would get in touch with the CC to identify which additional measures should be 
raised to Marcos. 
 
“Hindi na po ito parang subject sa ating Science na pinag-uusapan lamang dahil nandito na po. 
Realidad na po ito,” she added. 
 

   =END= 
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