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ABS CBN 
 
AI boom is testing tech firms' climate pledges 
By: Alexandre Grosbois 
 
GENEVA, Switzerland — Technology companies are stepping up their climate commitments but 
not fast enough to counter rapidly inflating energy needs linked to the artificial intelligence 
boom, a report said Wednesday. 
 
AL JAZEERA 
 
El Nino: A phenomenon supercharged by climate change 
By: Nick Clark 
 
Scientists warn the 2026-27 El Nino could become the strongest ever, exacerbating global heat, 
droughts and floods. 
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GMA NEWS 
 
Pilandok maintains strength, moves eastward over Philippine Sea 
By: Lyjah Tiffany Bonzo 
 
Tropical Storm Pilandok maintained its strength as it moved eastward over the Philippine Sea, 
state weather bureau PAGASA said in its 11 p.m. Tuesday bulletin. 
 
MANILA STANDARD 
 
Nepal seeks climate justice after disaster 
 
Kathmandu – When a wall of icy debris from a glacial collapse on the China-Nepal border tore 
through his village last week, Pemba Chhring Tamang watched the landscape he had known all  
his life disappear. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
DA, Pagasa ink agromet station deal in N. Mindanao 
By: Jordeene B. Lagare 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Agriculture’s (DA) regional office in Northern 
Mindanao and the Department of Science and Technology’s Philippine Atmospheric, 
Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) have signed an agreement to 
establish a synoptic and agrometeorological station in the region. 
 
SEC pushes ‘bankable’ climate projects to draw more capital 
By: Emmanuel John B. Abris 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) is pushing for climate 
adaptation projects that can attract financing at scale, as regulators seek to channel more 
private capital toward climate resilience in the Philippines and Southeast Asia. 
 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
Bacolod City boosts climate-responsive strategies in urban dev't 
By: Nanette Guadalquiver 
 
BACOLOD CITY – This highly urbanized city has worked with international partners Clean Air 
Asia and German development agency Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) to advance climate-sensitive and resilient urban development. 
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
Philippine Net Zero Conference 2026 convenes policymakers, business leaders, 
solutions providers to accelerate climate action 
 
As compounding global energy crises and worsening climate impacts threaten vulnerable 
nations across Southeast Asia, Philippine business leaders, policymakers, climate advocates, 
solution providers, and media representatives will assemble to fast-track corporate 
decarbonization and build long-term climate resilience. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Marcos orders agencies to step up climate change response 
By: Argyll Cyrus Geducos 
 
President Marcos has ordered government agencies to intensify the implementation of policies 
addressing climate change as the Philippines faces increasingly severe climate impacts, 
Malacañang said Thursday, Sept. 3. 
 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
PBBM orders swift implementation of climate change policies 
By: Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos 
 
MANILA – President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. has directed a whole-of-government approach to 
address the impacts of climate change on the Philippines, Malacañang said Thursday. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ABS CBN 
 
AI boom is testing tech firms' climate pledges 
By: Alexandre Grosbois 
 
GENEVA, Switzerland — Technology companies are stepping up their climate commitments but 
not fast enough to counter rapidly inflating energy needs linked to the artificial intelligence 
boom, a report said Wednesday. 
 
Despite progress in climate reporting and renewable electricity use, tech firms are falling short in 
cutting emissions at the pace required to achieve global climate targets, the Greening Digital 
Companies 2026 report found. 
 
Published by the UN's International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the World 
Benchmarking Alliance (WBA), sustainable development NGO, the report monitors the 
emissions and climate commitments of 200 major tech companies worldwide. 
 
It tracks greenhouse gas emissions, energy consumption, climate targets, renewable energy 
use and climate transition planning. 
 
This year's edition, based on 2024 data, found that artificial intelligence "is both a driver of 
efficiency and a growing challenge", the ITU said in a statement. 
 
Leading AI and cloud providers saw their individual emissions rise from 2020 to 2024, driven by 
surging energy needs and infrastructure expansion, it said. 
 
"While digital technologies offer immense potential for climate action, their rising energy 
demands and emissions cannot be overlooked," said ITU chief Doreen Bogdan-Martin. 
 
"Environmental sustainability must be built into how we design, power and scale the 
technologies shaping our shared digital future," she said. 
 
'CLEAN' AI?  
 
Emissions from four major AI and cloud computing providers had skyrocketed by up to 239 
percent between 2020 and 2024, the report found. 
 
Over the same period, 14 major telecoms firms reduced their emissions by 11 percent. 
 
"While AI supports climate action through energy optimisation, renewable forecasting and 
efficiency gains, it comes with its own environmental costs," the ITU said. 
 
In 2024, the 200 companies assessed for the study reported 301 million tonnes of operational 
emissions in carbon dioxide equivalent, equal to 0.8 percent of global energy-related emissions. 
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But the companies consumed close to 500 Terawatt-hours (TWh), or around 1.7 percent of 
global electricity consumption, the report said, adding that power demand was only expected to 
grow "as AI, cloud computing and digital infrastructure continue to expand". 
 
With Amazon not reporting electricity data for 2024, China Mobile reported the biggest electricity 
consumption at 63 TWh, nearly double that of second-placed Alphabet and Samsung, which 
each consumed 32 TWh, followed by Microsoft at 30 TWh. 
 
The 10 biggest consumers combined used 269 TWh of electricity -- more than Australia, the 
report found. 
 
CLIMATE TARGETS  
 
Although tech firms figure among the world's biggest purchasers of renewable electricity, only 
25 of the 200 companies in the report said they sourced 100 percent renewable electricity. 
 
It found that 151 of them had near-term emission reduction targets, "reflecting both voluntary 
leadership and the influence of investor expectations", as well as emerging regulations. 
 
But only 85 companies were "assessed as on-track based on progress to date", while just 81 
had comprehensive plans to meet climate goals, the report found. 
 
"Digital companies need to engage suppliers and address emissions across the products and 
services they rely on," said WBA executive director Gerbrand Haverkamp. 
 
The report gave each company a climate assessment score, based on targets, data and 
performance. 
 
The top-ranked firms were Swisscom -- the only one with a perfect score -- Accenture, Deutsche 
Telekom, Vodafone, Capgemini and Telefonica. 
 
Eighteen companies had no score at all, including Elon Musk's X and SpaceX. 
 
The bottom 30 companies -- of those who actually had a score -- included Huawei, Spotify, 
Nintendo, Weibo, Xiaomi, Zoom and Toshiba TEC. 
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AL JAZEERA 
 
El Nino: A phenomenon supercharged by climate change 
By: Nick Clark 
 
Scientists warn the 2026-27 El Nino could become the strongest ever, exacerbating global heat, 
droughts and floods. 
 
Anchovies are an unlikely bellwether for a building climatic event, but their disappearance from 
the coast of South America is heralding one of the biggest El Ninos in living memory. 
 
These small fish usually live in colossal shoals along the Pacific coast of South America, 
feeding in the cold, nutrient-rich waters. Fishermen in Peru and Chile eagerly await the fishing 
season every year, but every now and then, it does not come as planned. This is one of those 
years. 
 
Some years the easterly trade winds in the Pacific weaken or even reverse. The trigger for this 
remains uncertain, but it causes a warm ocean current to flow east to the coast of South 
America. This replaces the nutrient-rich cold water, causing the anchovies to disappear. 
 
Because the warm waters arrive around Christmas time, Peruvian fishermen named the 
phenomenon El Nino de Navidad (The Christmas Child). 
 
The impact of El Nino, a natural weather pattern, spreads much further than South America, and 
can bring drought or floods to millions in affected areas. This year it comes supercharged by 
climate change, which is worrying many scientists, governments and aid workers. 
 
Stephanie Roe, lead climate scientist with the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), told Al Jazeera that 
this “super El Nino” is a stark reminder of how climate change can intensify pressures on both 
people and the natural world. 
 
“El Nino can bring devastating climate extremes on its own, but it’s unfolding today on a much 
warmer planet, increasing the likelihood that heat, drought, floods and fires will push 
communities and ecosystems beyond anything they have experienced before,” Roe said. 
 
Drought and floods 
 
As it develops in the Pacific, this year’s El Nino is combining with an ongoing, massive marine 
heatwave, further adding to the impacts of human-induced global warming. Its effects will be felt 
through food systems and biodiversity, impacting the livelihoods of fishermen and farmers, and 
the billions around the world reliant on the agricultural industry for their food. 
 
El Nino’s development is being closely monitored from both space and sea, using satellites and 
a network of buoys. The devices in the Pacific Ocean continuously transmit data on ocean 
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temperatures, currents and winds, helping scientists assess how powerful the event could 
become. Indications currently suggest the 2026-27 El Nino could be the strongest on record. 
 
Research by the Met Office, the United Kingdom’s national weather and climate service, shows 
that a typical El Nino episode leads to temperature rises of between 1 and 2 degrees Celsius in 
the equatorial Pacific Ocean. But projections now indicate that when El Nino fully bites in late 
2026 or early 2027, temperatures could spike by 3C. 
 
“We should be clear this is an unprecedented event. I have never seen an El Nino signal this 
intense in our forecasts,” Adam Scaife, professor and the Met Office’s head of long-range 
forecasting, told Al Jazeera. 
 
“This implies that if the forecast is accurate – and other forecast systems show similar extreme 
values – then this will far exceed our recent experience of El Nino and its worldwide climate 
influences,” Scaife said. 
 
What are the implications? 
 
Scientists know that the weather is never certain, but an El Nino ramped up by global warming 
spells trouble. United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has compared it to “pouring 
fuel on the fire of a warming world”. 
 
The effects will be felt by billions across the world, bringing droughts to some regions and 
severe flooding to others. In some cases, it can bring both. 
 
Southeast Asia and South America will be particularly badly affected by this phenomenon, 
according to Carbon Brief, a United Kingdom-based website specialising in climate issues. 
There might be drought in Southern Africa, but flooding in the east of the continent. El Nino 
could also bring extreme heat that would weaken summer monsoons, leading to drought. 
 
According to the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) Secretary-General Celeste Saulo, 
this super El Nino demands exceptional preparation and response. “Never before in the 50-year 
history of the WMO have we launched such a major mobilisation delivering forecasts and 
services to save lives and livelihoods,” she said. 
 
Uneven effects 
 
El Ninos can reduce the number and size of Atlantic hurricanes and provide welcome rainfall to 
drought-stricken areas. Models indicate that the peak will be from December to February, which 
coincides with the main planting season and crop-development period in South America. 
 
Investment bank Morgan Stanley said that wetter conditions could benefit agricultural yields in 
Argentina and southern Brazil, but other parts of Brazil might face more irregular rainfall and 
delayed planting. 
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Overall, the outlook is grim, with crop failures caused by El Nino and the climate crisis rippling 
through supply chains and leading to billions of dollars in damage to the global economy. One 
group of economists at Citigroup investment bank have estimated that a super El Nino could 
inflict as much as $7 trillion in global economic losses over five years, as its effects leave lasting 
scars on gross domestic product (GDP) growth. 
 
“Most El Nino years are a nuisance, but this one has the makings of a shock, as weather 
patterns shift across key growing regions,” said Julia Rizzo, Morgan Stanley’s commodities 
strategist for Latin America. 
 
“The effects may extend far beyond local forecasts and into supply chains, prices and 
investment returns.” 
 
The World Food Programme (WFP) has warned that El Nino could hit as global food systems 
face systemic challenges due to high energy and fertiliser prices, brought about by the United 
States’ war on Iran. 
 
“Together these factors increase the risk that climate shocks could push more people into 
hunger,” the WFP told Al Jazeera. 
 
The United Nations agency forecasts that 274 million people will be facing acute hunger by the 
end of 2027, an increase of 49 million from current levels. 
 
Outbreaks of disease, like malaria and dengue fever, could be another consequence, 
particularly in places where sanitation and health systems are already under pressure. 
 
John Nairn, WMO’s senior extreme heat adviser, said extreme heat is the most direct concern. 
 
“Where pre-existing drought exists, heatwaves intensify and compound other hazards such as 
water scarcity, dust, wildfires, smoke and flash floods,” Nairn said. “Each carries its own burden, 
ranging from heat mortality and respiratory impacts to waterborne disease.” 
 
It is also feared that the compounding effects of El Nino will put highly stressed ecosystems 
under more pressure. 
 
In the Pacific region, the loss of baitfish, including anchovies and sardines, is having a knock-on 
effect up the food chain and could cause deaths among seals and sea lions. Thousands of 
seabirds have also already washed up dead on Eastern Pacific coasts from California to 
Ecuador. 
 
“Our recent surveys have been reporting seabird strandings and deaths every day, but it started 
to explode in June. It showcases the magnitude of this El Nino over such a large expanse of the 
Pacific,” said Sebastian Cruz of the American Bird Conservancy. 

 
8 



 

 
And perhaps most alarming of all for scientists is the likely increase in global temperatures. 
 
“During large El Nino events, significantly more heat is released from the ocean to the 
atmosphere, leading to an increase in global average temperature,” said Met Office climate 
scientist Nick Dunstone. “So 2027 is very likely to replace 2024 as the hottest year on record.” 
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GMA NEWS 
 
Pilandok maintains strength, moves eastward over Philippine Sea 
By: Lyjah Tiffany Bonzo 
 
Tropical Storm Pilandok maintained its strength as it moved eastward over the Philippine Sea, 
state weather bureau PAGASA said in its 11 p.m. Tuesday bulletin. 
 
As of 10 p.m., Pilandok was located within the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR), about 
1,105 kilometers east of Extreme Northern Luzon. 
 
It had maximum sustained winds of 65 kilometers per hour near the center and gustiness of up 
to 80 km/h. 
 
PAGASA said Pilandok was less likely to make landfall in the country and would remain far from 
the Philippine landmass. It is forecast to move north-northeastward within the next 12 hours. 
 
However, the weather bureau warned that heavy rainfall and strong winds may still be 
experienced in areas outside the projected landfall point and forecast confidence cone. 
 
Pilandok is forecast to remain a tropical storm as it moves toward southern Japan. It is expected 
to exit PAR by Thursday morning, September 3. — VBL, GMA News 
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
Nepal seeks climate justice after disaster 
 
Kathmandu – When a wall of icy debris from a glacial collapse on the China-Nepal border tore 
through his village last week, Pemba Chhring Tamang watched the landscape he had known all 
his life disappear. 
 
“The flood was one like I had never seen before,” said the 57-year-old, rescued from his 
Himalayan village in Nepal’s devastated Rasuwa district. “It destroyed everything, our homes, 
our village.” 
 
The August 26 disaster, one of Nepal’s worst climate-linked catastrophes, brought grief but also 
anger. 
 
“What has Nepal done to deserve this?” asked Tashi Lhazom, a Nepali climate activist and 
politician. 
 
“It is among the most climate-vulnerable countries, but at the same time, it is also the most 
climate-friendly.” 
 
The huge wave of debris killed more than 1,200 people and left more than 4,750 missing in 
Nepal and China’s Tibet region, smashing towns, roads, bridges and multiple hydropower dams. 
 
Rescuers are still searching for survivors and the dead, while helicopters ferry food and 
medicine to those left with nothing. 
 
While the exact cause of the glacial collapse is unclear, climate change is causing glaciers to 
melt worldwide, heightening the risk of such disasters. 
 
“We have been hearing news about climate change, and there have been floods before – but 
never like this,” said Tamang, speaking to AFP in Kathmandu. 
 
Nepal, a largely rural nation of 30 million people that has contributed little to the greenhouse gas 
emissions driving global warming, says reconstruction could cost “billions” of dollars. 
 
“We are suffering for a crime that we did not commit,” Lhazom said. 
 
Nepali glaciologist Tenzing Chogyal Sherpa said wealthy industrialized countries driving global 
emissions should accept their role. 
 
“They should take some responsibility, and there should be some accountability,” he said. 
 
Scientists say the warming climate is already altering the risks facing the Himalayan region. 

 
11 

https://manilastandard.net/news/world/314787209/nepal-seeks-climate-justice-after-disaster.html


 

 
Disaster specialist Saswata Sanyal, at Kathmandu-based International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD), said the region is warming roughly “at twice the rate” of 
anywhere else in the world. 
 
“We have seen cascading disasters, like what we saw August 26, where one event triggers 
multiple events,” he said. 
 
Nepal’s leaders say the country needs long-term international support to adapt to a rapidly 
changing mountain environment. 
 
Prime Minister Balendra Shah said Nepal must “strongly raise” with the international community 
the disasters it has experienced as a result of climate change. 
 
Foreign Minister Shisir Khanal called it a “warning signal.” 
 
He told AFP that the support to Nepal should not be viewed only “from an angle of aid or charity, 
but should be seen from a perspective of climate justice as well.” 
 
For communities living beneath the world’s highest mountains, a seemingly small rise in global 
temperatures can bring devastating consequences, Lhazom said. 
 
“Just a degree increase in temperature may not seem much to most people, but it has a very 
different meaning in the mountains,” Lhazom said. 
 
“A change in a degree can translate to the loss of thousands of lives and livelihoods.” 
 
Lhazom pointed at richer countries. 
 
“Are those who are causing it doing enough for Nepal and other vulnerable countries? No,” 
Lhazom said. 
 
The United Nations launched a “loss and damage” fund in 2025 to aid the impacts of climate 
change, though it has not yet begun distributing its limited cash. 
 
A UN preliminary assessment estimated building damage from Nepal’s floods at $158 million 
alone, warning that total losses — including damage to roads and bridges, agricultural land and 
humanitarian costs — would be far higher. 
 
Khanal said the disaster underlined the “impetus and urgency” needed to build data-sharing 
mechanisms to help warn of future disasters, noting that neighboring China had shared key data 
after the flood. 
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Glaciers across the wider Hindu Kush-Himalayan region are a vital water source for 240 million 
people in the mountains and another 1.65 billion downstream across South and Southeast Asia. 
 
“With climate change intensifying, there is no indication that such hazards will stop,” said 
Dhondup Wangmo, a research fellow at the Tibet Policy Institute, a thinktank linked to the exiled 
Tibetan government in India. 
 
“In fact, they are more likely to occur in the future, potentially with even more tragic 
consequences.” 
 
For Nepal and its neighbors, the danger does not end in the mountains. 
 
“It impacts the entirety of the Himalayan region’s civilization,” Khanal said. 
 
In neighboring India, Rushati Das, from the New Delhi-based Climate Action Network South 
Asia (CANSA), said the Nepal disaster showed that climate change is “knocking on our 
doorsteps.” 
 
“What happens high in the mountains does not remain confined there,” Das said. 
 
“A disaster originating in one part of the Himalayan region can have consequences far beyond 
national boundaries, affecting river systems, ecosystems, livelihoods and communities across 
South Asia.” 
 
For Tamang, however, such debates are already too late. 
 
“We have been born in a country like this,” he said. “What should we do?” 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
DA, Pagasa ink agromet station deal in N. Mindanao 
By: Jordeene B. Lagare 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The Department of Agriculture’s (DA) regional office in Northern 
Mindanao and the Department of Science and Technology’s Philippine Atmospheric, 
Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) have signed an agreement to 
establish a synoptic and agrometeorological station in the region. 
 
The Synoptic and Agrometeorological Station, situated at the agency’s Northern Mindanao 
Agricultural Crops and Livestock Research Complex in Malaybalay City, Bukidnon, delivers 
localized, real-time meteorological information to assist farmers in crop planning. 
 
“The localized climatic information will help farmers improve crop planning, irrigation scheduling, 
and pest and disease management, while supporting LGUs in disaster preparedness and 
researchers in climate studies,” the DA said in a statement on Wednesday. 
 
The agency said its collaboration with Pagasa addresses the need for reliable, localized 
meteorological information for weather forecasting, agrometeorological advisories, climate 
monitoring, and early warning services. 
 
The station, which will rise within a 1,500 sq. m. area, will help strengthen weather monitoring 
and promote climate-resilient agriculture in Northern Mindanao, according to the DA. 
 
Additionally, this station will send data to Pagasa’s central office and regional units to support 
weather and climate services. 
 
On the other hand, agrometeorological station will send meteorological and biological data 
related to agriculture. 
 
According to the agency, the synoptic and agrometeorological station will operate 
round-the-clock and conduct three-hourly synoptic observations. 
 
This will cover key parameters, including air temperature, rainfall, relative humidity, wind speed 
and direction, atmospheric pressure, solar radiation and soil conditions. 
 
“It strengthens our shared commitment to the planning and operation of the facility, the provision 
of personnel, and the sharing of reliable meteorological information to support agriculture,” 
DOST-Pagasa Weather Services Chief for Mindanao-Pagasa Regional Services Division 
Anianita Fortich said. /pai 
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SEC pushes ‘bankable’ climate projects to draw more capital 
By: Emmanuel John B. Abris 
 
MANILA, Philippines — The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) is pushing for climate 
adaptation projects that can attract financing at scale, as regulators seek to channel more 
private capital toward climate resilience in the Philippines and Southeast Asia. 
 
SEC Commissioner Javey Paul Francisco said the Association of Southeast Asian Nations’ 
(Asean) next challenge was not a lack of climate ambition or capital, but turning climate goals 
into “measurable, credible and investable projects.” 
 
“Regulators play a catalytic role by creating the conditions that allow private capital to 
confidently identify, compare and finance sustainable investments,” Francisco said. 
 
He made the remarks during the Unlocking Capital for Sustainability 2026 Philippines forum 
organized by Eco-Business in partnership with the United Nations Environment Programme. 
 
The forum gathered policymakers, regulators, financial institutions and businesses to discuss 
ways of mobilizing capital for climate resilience across Asean. 
 
Francisco highlighted the “Mitigation Co-benefit and Adaptation for Resilience Guide” under the 
Asean Taxonomy, which is scheduled for release this year under the Philippines’ chairmanship 
of the Asean Capital Markets Forum. 
 
The framework seeks to make climate adaptation projects more investable by moving beyond 
simply labeling projects as “adaptation.” 
 
Instead, investments would have to demonstrate how they reduce specific climate risks through 
measurable resilience outcomes. INQ 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
Bacolod City boosts climate-responsive strategies in urban dev't 
By: Nanette Guadalquiver 
 
BACOLOD CITY – This highly urbanized city has worked with international partners Clean Air 
Asia and German development agency Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) to advance climate-sensitive and resilient urban development. 
 
Mayor Greg Gasataya received planning toolkits, policy briefs, and climate risk assessment 
reports, as well as signed agreements, during the city’s hosting of the Urban-Act Knowledge 
Handover at Roy’s Hotel and Convention Center here on Sept. 1 and 2. 
 
In a press statement on Thursday afternoon, Gasataya said the partnership should serve as a 
foundation for continued collaboration. 
 
“We don’t consider this as an end to the partnership, but we are looking at this as a jumping 
board for more and bigger partnerships for Bacolod City,” he added. 
 
Gasataya said such engagement has equipped city officials and employees with knowledge and 
skills that can be applied in future planning and development initiatives. 
 
The technical outputs, developed through the collaboration of Clean Air Asia, GIZ Philippines, 
the University of Stuttgart and TU Dortmund University, are intended to strengthen the city’s key 
planning frameworks, including the Comprehensive Land Use Plan, Comprehensive 
Development Plan and Local Public Transport Route Plan. 
 
In addition, Gasataya and Clean Air Asia deputy executive director Glynda Bathan-Baterina 
signed a memorandum of understanding, covering cooperation in sustainable urban 
development, transportation, clean energy and air quality management. 
 
They also entered into a memorandum of agreement for the deployment of AirGradient air 
quality monitoring equipment, enabling the city to monitor environmental indicators such as 
particulate matter (PM) 2.5, carbon dioxide, and temperature. 
 
In the Philippines, Bacolod City is one of three pilot cities of the Integrated Urban Climate Action 
for Low-Carbon and Resilient Cities (Urban-Act), which aims to support low-carbon and resilient 
urban development in various cities across Asia, where Clean Air Asia and the Institute for 
Climate and Sustainable Cities serve as the project’s implementing partners. (PNA)  
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
Philippine Net Zero Conference 2026 convenes policymakers, business leaders, 
solutions providers to accelerate climate action 
 
As compounding global energy crises and worsening climate impacts threaten vulnerable 
nations across Southeast Asia, Philippine business leaders, policymakers, climate advocates, 
solution providers, and media representatives will assemble to fast-track corporate 
decarbonization and build long-term climate resilience. 
 
The Philippine Net Zero Conference 2026, scheduled for Sept. 15-16 at the Philippine Trade 
Training Center in Pasay City, will serve as a crucial platform to move corporate and national 
climate ambitions into urgent, measurable action. 
 
Themed "Bridging Gaps: Radical Collaboration for a Net Zero Future," the summit, organized by 
the Net Zero Carbon Alliance (NZCA) in partnership with Southeast Asia Corporate 
Decarbonization Exchange (CDx), comes at a critical historical juncture. 
 
Geopolitical tensions and fossil fuel price shocks have underscored a fundamental reality: true 
climate resilience, operational sustainability, and enterprise survival are inseparable. Achieving 
net zero is no longer just a voluntary commitment, but an essential business strategy in 
managing operational risks, protecting supply chains, and safeguarding communities from 
catastrophic warming. 
 
The event also marks the fifth anniversary of NZCA, the Philippines’ leading private-sector 
coalition committed to achieving net zero greenhouse gas emissions. It was founded in 2021 by 
First Gen-owned Energy Development Corporation (First Gen Renewables). 
 
"The global energy crisis has made one thing unmistakably clear: protecting our climate and 
insulating our businesses from severe risk are the exact same fight," said Allan Barcena, NZCA 
executive director. "Achieving net zero is more urgent than ever because transitioning to clean, 
regenerative solutions is the only viable path to safeguard our planet, manage climate risks for 
businesses, and ensure lasting economic survival." 
 
The two-day conference is structured to translate this shared urgency into concrete actions. Day 
1 will focus on the frontline realities faced by corporate decision-makers, sustainability 
practitioners, climate advocates, and small to medium enterprises. Sessions will cover climate 
governance, mandatory sustainability disclosures, carbon footprint tracking, and the mobilization 
of climate finance. The opening day will also celebrate five years of private-sector climate 
leadership by presenting the alliance’s accomplishment report and welcoming new member 
pledges. 
 
Day 2 shifts toward real-world deployment and market-ready technologies. Industry enablers 
and climate innovators will demonstrate how artificial intelligence, smart energy systems, carbon 
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management tools, and science-based verification enable organizations to cut emissions 
drastically. Dedicated business-matching sessions will run concurrently to connect delegates 
directly with clean-technology providers.  
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Marcos orders agencies to step up climate change response 
By: Argyll Cyrus Geducos 
 
President Marcos has ordered government agencies to intensify the implementation of policies 
addressing climate change as the Philippines faces increasingly severe climate impacts, 
Malacañang said Thursday, Sept. 3. 
 
In a press briefing, Presidential Communications Office (PCO) Undersecretary Claire Castro 
said all government agencies, led by the Climate Change Commission and the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), have been directed to undertake an intensive 
response to their obligations to accelerate climate action. 
 
“Kapag hindi matugunan ang isyu ng climate change, malaki ang magiging epekto nito sa 
supply ng pagkain, sa pananim, mataas na presyo ng bilihin, mataas na inflation rate, mataas 
na public debt, at pati mga banta sa kalusugan katulad ng leptospirosis at dengue cases (If the 
issue of climate change is not addressed, it will have a major impact on the food supply, crops, 
high prices of goods, high inflation rate, high public debt, and even health threats such as 
leptospirosis and dengue cases),” she said. 
 
“Kaya naman tuloy-tuloy ang paghahanda ng bansa na harapin ang mas mainit na klima at 
tugunan ang mga epekto nito (That is why the country continues to prepare to face a warmer 
climate and address its effects),” she added. 
 
According to Castro, the government is also taking steps to prepare for a warmer climate while 
working to slow the increase and eventually reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
She said the administration's strategy seeks to lay the foundation for a resilient and inclusive 
economy for present and future generations. 
 
As a tropical archipelagic country, the Philippines is expected to continue experiencing severe 
climate impacts, including stronger and more frequent typhoons, rapid sea-level rise, and 
heavier rainfall, Castro said. 
 
These threats could pose major risks to businesses, communities, infrastructure, and 
ecosystems. 
 
“Magkaisa tayong labanan ang epekto ng climate change (Let us unite in fighting the effects of 
climate change),” Castro said. 
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“Kung hindi ngayon, kailan pa? Huwag tayong magpahuli (If not now, when? Let us not be left 
behind),” she added. 
 
Malacañang said the government is working with the Vice Mayor’s League of the Philippines, 
led by its national president, Vice Mayor Meynard Francis Bumanglag of Pinili, Ilocos Norte, as 
part of its climate response efforts. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
PBBM orders swift implementation of climate change policies 
By: Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos 
 
MANILA – President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. has directed a whole-of-government approach to 
address the impacts of climate change on the Philippines, Malacañang said Thursday. 
 
The directive came as Marcos stressed the urgency of implementing mitigation and adaptation 
strategies amid the significant risks climate change poses to businesses, communities, 
infrastructure and ecosystems, Palace Press Officer Claire Castro said in a press briefing. 
 
As a tropical archipelagic country, the Philippines is expected to continue experiencing the 
severe impacts of climate change, including stronger and more frequent tropical, rising sea 
levels and more intense rainfall, Castro said. 
 
“Kaya ang utos ng Pangulo, ipagtupad ang polisya para sa pagtugon ng climate change (That's 
why the President ordered the implementation of policies addressing climate change),” she said. 
 
Castro said failure to properly address climate change could have far-reaching consequences 
for the country's food supply, agricultural production, prices of basic commodities, inflation, 
public debt and public health. 
 
She cited the potential increase in climate-related health threats, including leptospirosis and 
dengue. 
 
All government agencies, led by the Climate Change Commission (CCC) and the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources, are expected to intensify efforts to fulfill their respective 
mandates and strengthen the country's response to climate change, according to Castro. 
 
The Vice Mayors League of the Philippines is also working with the national government to 
accelerate climate action, she added. 
 
“Tuluy-tuloy ang paghahanda ng bansa na harapin ang mas mainit na klima at tugunan ang 
mga epekto nito. Kasabay nito, isinasagawa ang mga hakbang upang pigilan ang mabilis na 
pagtaas at kalaunan ay bawasan ang greenhouse gas emissions ng bansa (The country 
continues to prepare to face a warmer climate and address its impacts. At the same time, 
measures are being undertaken to curb the rapid increase and eventually reduce the country’s 
greenhouse gas emissions),” Castro said. 
 
“Sa pamamagitan ng estratehiyang nito sa mabilis na pagbabago ng klima, layunin din ng 
pamahalaan na ilatag ang pundasyon ng isang matatag at inklusibong ekonomiya na 
mapapakinabangan ng kasalukuyan at hinaharap ng mga henerasyon (Through its strategy to 
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address rapidly changing climate conditions, the government also aims to lay the foundation for 
a resilient and inclusive economy that will benefit present and future generations),” she added. 
 
The CCC earlier said the Philippines, one of the world's most climate-vulnerable nations, needs 
an estimated USD72 billion, or about PHP4.2 trillion, from 2020 to 2030 to meet its Nationally 
Determined Contributions climate mitigation targets in key sectors, including energy, transport 
and agriculture. 
 
In July, the CCC announced that the Philippines had secured a USD6.78 million, or about 
PHP418 million, technical assistance grant from the Green Climate Fund (GCF). 
 
The grant, approved under the GCF's second replenishment period, makes the Philippines the 
first country in the Asia-Pacific region to receive the specialized readiness support, according to 
the CCC. (PNA) 
 

   =END= 
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