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How climate change and food insecurity could fuel conflicts 
By: Peter Hille 
 
Climate change, conflict, and trade tensions are putting pressure on the global food system. 
New research suggests the biggest risk is not food shortages, but whether societies can 
peacefully adapt to change. 
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FUTURA 
 
An extreme El Niño climate phase is building in the Pacific—here is what to expect 
By: Pia Gray 
 
Across the tropical Pacific, ocean heat is rising toward the surface, signaling the rapid return of 
El Niño. NOAA's Climate Prediction Center has issued a formal El Niño Advisory, warning that 
the warming trend is accelerating faster than typical seasonal cycles. Forecasters now place the 
odds of a very strong event above 90% as the Northern Hemisphere heads into fall and winter. 
In fact, forecasters give a 69% chance that this warming cycle could reach historic levels, 
rivaling the strongest events recorded since 1950. 
 
INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS 
 
Farmers Are Going Broke Amid Rising Gas Prices, While the Ag Secretary Profits Off 
Them 
By: Georgina Gustin 
 
A new report finds that Trump is making millions off of his oil and gas stocks. His administration 
officials likely are, too. 
 
JAPAN TODAY 
 
After heatwaves, will EU pivot back to climate fight? 
By Adrien De Calan 
 
Is climate change set for a comeback as a top EU priority, after a deadly summer of 
record-breaking heatwaves across Europe? 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Nepal flood disaster puts climate justice under spotlight 
By: Lekhanath Pandey 
 
The devastating Himalayan glacial floods have raised broader questions about who should bear 
the costs and responsibility for the impacts of climate-related disasters. 
 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
Bigger funding for Project NOAH boosts climate-change adaptation 
 
MANILA – President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.'s infusion of a fresh PHP1 billion funding for 
Project Nationwide Operational Assessment of Hazards (NOAH) will bolster government's 
capacity to respond effectively to tropical cyclones and floods made worse by climate change. 
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RMN NETWORK 
 
Malacañang, umapela ng political will sa laban kontra baha at climate change 
 
Kailangan ng Malacañang ang political will para maipatupad ang mga hakbang laban sa 
lumalalang pagbaha at epekto ng climate change. 
 
THE GUARDIAN 
 
Air conditioners are our best bet in the fight against extreme heat – whether we like it or 
not 
By: Eduardo Porter 
 
Global AC demand will inevitably accelerate as the world continues to warm amid the climate 
crisis 
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Bigger Project NOAH funding to boost climate change response 
By: Catherine S. Valente 
 
UP Resilience Institute (UPRI) Executive Director Mahar Lagmay said the recently released 
P1-billion budget would further expand Project Nationwide Operational Assessment of Hazards 
(NOAH), focusing on strengthening flood management, hazard monitoring and disaster risk 
reduction systems as the country confronts the effects of climate change. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
DAILY GUARDIAN 
 
Philippines pushes ASEAN carbon neutrality plan into action 
 
JAKARTA — The Climate Change Commission, representing the Philippines as chair of the 
ASEAN Task Force on Carbon Neutrality, called for stronger regional cooperation to translate 
ASEAN’s carbon neutrality strategy into concrete action. 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE  
 
Climate jargon ‘don’t make sense’ to many — ICSC chief 
By: Windsor John Genova 
 
‘Talk about the same thing, but talk about it differently so that people understand.’ 
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METRO NEWS CENTRAL 
 
Gov't vows stronger climate change policies 
 
Malacañang on Tuesday said the government will strengthen the implementation of climate 
change policies and improve coordination among agencies following concerns that some 
government offices failed to heed recommendations from the Climate Change Commission 
(CCC), according to a report by Philippine News Agency. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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DW 
 
How climate change and food insecurity could fuel conflicts 
By: Peter Hille 
 
Climate change, conflict, and trade tensions are putting pressure on the global food system. 
New research suggests the biggest risk is not food shortages, but whether societies can 
peacefully adapt to change. 
 
The world's food system is under growing stress, and new research is pointing to areas where 
this could lead to conflict. 
 
Severe droughts and extreme weather are damaging harvests in many regions. A developing El 
Niño event is even threatening to worsen food shortages for millions of people next year. At the 
same time, wars and geopolitical tensions are disrupting supply chains that keep food and farm 
supplies moving. 
 
The war in Ukraine has repeatedly shaken grain markets, while the Iran war's impact on the 
Strait of Hormuz has driven up fuel and fertilizer prices, increasing costs for farmers 
everywhere.  
 
Experts have long warned that rising food insecurity could fuel instability. When people can no 
longer feed their families, they argue over land, water, and other resources — or they move. In 
fragile countries, these pressures can contribute to social unrest and even armed conflict. 
 
Now, new research has suggested where some of these risks are greatest. The Climate-Driven 
Agricultural Decline Index (CADI), developed by Laura Mayoral, Hannes Mueller and 
colleagues, maps how climate change is reshaping agricultural productivity around the world. 
"The heaviest losses are in the tropical regions," said Mueller, a researcher at the Institute for 
Economic Analysis and the Barcelona School of Economics. 
 
Climate change is already reducing food production in many parts of the world. Hundreds of 
millions of people live in areas where harvests are smaller than 30 years ago. Mueller 
mentioned Australia, Argentina, Moldova, Nigeria, Romania, the United States, and Sudan as 
countries where agricultural losses are already being felt. 
 
"Northern Africa is another region we should pay much more attention to. If you look at the map, 
it just looks terrible. It really looks horrible," he said. 
 
And climate change is only one part of the story. Wars, trade disruptions, export bans, and rising 
fertilizer costs can magnify food insecurity. 
 
Within the next 25 years, nearly half of the world's people could be living in areas where farms 
are producing less food. 
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New winners, losers, and conflicts 
 
These pressures can undermine governments, help causemigration, and make it easier for 
armed groups to recruit fighters. In societies that are already unstable, such factors can push 
them toward crisis.  
 
Yet CADI's research points to a surprising reality: Gains in agricultural productivity also appear 
to increase the risk of violence. Mueller said the key issue is not just scarcity, but change. The 
climate crisis and other shocks do not simply make some regions poorer. They also create new 
opportunities, changing the value of land and resources. 
 
In some places, land that had been marginal becomes more productive and more valuable. And 
that attracts investors and produces competition for ownership and access.  
 
So countries that appear to benefit overall may face new tensions. Sudan, for example, is 
projected to produce more food as the climate changes. But while some areas could become 
more productive, others may suffer losses, creating new winners and losers within the country 
and increasing the risk of conflict. 
 
This looming instability, Mueller said, also applies to areas where the change in productivity 
hasn't even happened yet. "If we know that your land is going to become more productive, 
maybe I want to grab it from you today. That is exactly where negotiations break down and 
where we will have violence," he said. 
 
Even in stable, wealthy regions, the climate crisis is creating future problems. It may seem 
trivial, but the change in grape-growing options in Europe is affecting local farmers. Major 
producers of sparkling wine have started to buy up land in mountainous regions. 
 
"It is not productive yet, but they already know where future grape harvests will be," Mueller 
said. "Big agricultural companies are buying land. This is happening all over the world. Locals 
are displaced because large producers come in, land prices rise, and you start having fights 
about something that is still 20 or 30 years in the future." 
 
One of the CADI team's most striking findings is that agricultural change is more likely to lead to 
conflict in non-democracies. When climate shocks, food insecurity, and competition over 
resources hit democracies, they tend to have institutions that force competing interests to 
negotiate rather than fight. 
 
"Democracies may look annoying and cumbersome. Nothing moves as fast as people want. But 
this is a great thing because it makes people talk to each other," Mueller said. "There is a 
platform for negotiation. There are institutions that help people negotiate. That process of 
constantly finding solutions is at the heart of what prevents conflict." 
 
South Asia as a warning sign 
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"We do not pay enough attention to the threats to the source of our livelihoods," said Abdullah 
Fahimi of the think tank German Council on Foreign Relations (DGAP). "These threats can 
trigger major crises and displace millions and millions of people. The regions we should watch 
most closely are South Asia and the Sahel, where climate vulnerability and rapid population 
growth mean the number of people affected could rise dramatically." 
 
Fahimi said South Asia stands out because it depends on both vulnerable water supplies and 
global food markets. Food prices have already risen significantly over the past decades. "South 
Asia, with a population of around 2 billion, is highly dependent on imports," he added. Those 
imports include wheat, maize, and palm oil from countries including Russia, Ukraine, Canada, 
and Malaysia. 
 
At the same time, local agriculture is increasingly threatened by heat waves, floods, declining 
land productivity, and saltwater intrusion from rising sea levels. 
 
As well as the immediate human toll, events such as the devastating floods that struck Nepal in 
August 2026 offer a glimpse of the long-term challenges that could become more common in 
the future. "The Himalayas and the Hindu Kush mountain ranges supply most of the water for 
agriculture and drinking water in the region," Fahimi said. "Because of climate change, the 
glaciers and snow are melting very fast." 
 
In the short term, meltwater could increase water availability. But later in the century, he warned, 
the region could face "a huge humanitarian crisis that could affect around 2 billion people." 
 
As food insecurity deepens, the social and political consequences can multiply. "When resource 
scarcities or the impacts of climate change force people to look for other livelihood 
opportunities, sometimes they end up being hired by terrorist groups," said Fahimi, who cited 
examples from Nigeria and Afghanistan. 
 
In other cases, public frustration is directed at governments if they fail to mitigate the effects on 
people's livelihoods. Their legitimacy is questioned, and this can escalate into violent conflict. 
 
That echoes Mueller's broader conclusion. Climate change, wars, and trade disruptions do not 
automatically lead to conflict. But climate adaptation cannot just be about growing different 
crops or using new technologies. People and societies also need to adapt to changes in who 
has access to land, water and jobs. 
 
The key question is whether societies have institutions that can manage these changes. Where 
governments, courts, and local institutions can help communities negotiate new realities, shocks 
may be absorbed. Where those institutions are weak, the pressure on food systems may 
become a pressure on peace itself. 
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FUTURA 
 
An extreme El Niño climate phase is building in the Pacific—here is what to expect 
By: Pia Gray 
 
Across the tropical Pacific, ocean heat is rising toward the surface, signaling the rapid return of 
El Niño. NOAA's Climate Prediction Center has issued a formal El Niño Advisory, warning that 
the warming trend is accelerating faster than typical seasonal cycles. Forecasters now place the 
odds of a very strong event above 90% as the Northern Hemisphere heads into fall and winter. 
In fact, forecasters give a 69% chance that this warming cycle could reach historic levels, 
rivaling the strongest events recorded since 1950. 
 
This rapid intensification marks a sharp turnaround from early 2026. A weak, short-lived La Niña 
faded in late winter, giving way to a brief neutral phase throughout the spring. By early summer, 
equatorial trade winds began to slacken, allowing warm water to surge eastward toward the 
Americas. Ocean temperatures and atmospheric winds are now reinforcing one another, driving 
surface waters to heat faster than usual. 
 
Mechanics of a warming Pacific 
 
El Niño and La Niña represent opposite extremes of the El Niño-Southern Oscillation, or ENSO. 
Under neutral conditions, steady trade winds blow westward across the equator, pushing 
sun-warmed surface water toward Indonesia and pulling cool, nutrient-rich water up along the 
South American coast. 
 
When trade winds weaken, warm surface water surges eastward toward the Americas. Below 
the surface, ocean pockets are measuring up to 10°C above normal, driving shifts in global 
weather. As tropical rainfall moves east, severe drought hits Indonesia while heavy storms 
hammer central Pacific waters. 
 
Weather shifts across North America 
 
A powerful El Niño fundamentally alters atmospheric steering currents across the Northern 
Hemisphere. The subtropical jet stream strengthens and shifts southward, frequently directing 
energetic storm systems across the southern tier of the United States. 
 
For the US West Coast and the Southwest, this pattern historically increases the odds of heavy 
winter precipitation, helping replenish reservoirs but raising the risk of mudslides and coastal 
flooding. Across the central and southern states, winter tornado activity often drops. In the 
Atlantic basin, elevated upper-level wind shear tears apart developing tropical systems, typically 
suppressing late-season hurricane formation. Conversely, northern states and parts of Canada 
often experience milder, drier winter weather. 
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Global reach and forecast limits 
 
The climate impacts of a major El Niño extend far beyond North America. In South America, 
shifting rainfall belts often trigger widespread drought across the Amazon basin, threatening 
delicate rainforest ecosystems. Across the western Pacific, eastern Australia and Southeast 
Asia typically face prolonged dry spells and elevated wildfire risks. 
 
While NOAA’s predictive models offer reliable seasonal guidance up to eight months in 
advance, forecasting peak intensity remains challenging. Local weather outcomes depend on 
complex interactions between the atmosphere and regional ocean currents. To track these 
changes, NOAA updates its diagnostic assessments monthly, with the next official discussion 
scheduled for release on September 10. 
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INSIDE CLIMATE NEWS 
 
Farmers Are Going Broke Amid Rising Gas Prices, While the Ag Secretary Profits Off 
Them 
By: Georgina Gustin 
 
A new report finds that Trump is making millions off of his oil and gas stocks. His administration 
officials likely are, too. 
 
As farmers grapple with soaring diesel and fertilizer prices and the Department of Agriculture 
yanks support for cheaper, renewable forms of energy, the agency’s chief, Brooke Rollins, is 
carrying millions in highly profitable oil and gas investments. 
 
In disclosure reports filed in July, Rollins indicated that she and her husband, Mark Rollins, an 
oil and gas industry executive, together hold as much as $2.5 million in fossil fuel investments. 
At least $1 million of that is in HKN II, a limited partnership with oil and gas interests in the 
Kurdistan region of Iraq; another $1 million, at least, is in Hillwood Energy New Ventures, which 
has interests in oil and gas operations in Texas, Rollins’ home state. Rollins also disclosed that 
she holds between $250,000 and $550,000 in investments in operating companies that own oil 
and gas assets in Texas. 
 
Since the beginning of this year and President Donald Trump’s launch of the war in Iran, oil and 
gas prices have skyrocketed, and so have industry profits. Prices for diesel hit record highs this 
week, while prices of fertilizer, which are manufactured with natural gas and tied to the market, 
have also spiked this year, hitting an agriculture industry already battered by Trump’s tariffs and 
increasingly extreme weather events. 
 
“Farmers have spent a billion and a half [dollars] just on additional costs for diesel because of 
the Iran war,” said former Washington Gov. Jay Inslee, a former presidential candidate who 
campaigned on progressive climate policies. “American farmers are paying through the nose for 
this.” 
 
Inslee is currently working with Climate Power, a strategy and communications group that’s 
working to push climate and clean energy policies.  
 
According to a Climate Power analysis, the only other top Trump administration official with 
significant fossil fuel investments is Director of National Intelligence Jay Clayton, who held as 
much as $320,000 in oil and gas stocks as of the end of 2025.  
 
Trump himself has been the biggest beneficiary of his own war. 
 
A new report from the U.S. Congress Joint Economic Committee-Minority finds that since the 
war sent oil and gas prices skyrocketing, the president has potentially made around $15.5 
million on the oil and gas holdings he held at the end of 2025. The report says Trump owned as 
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much as $45.6 million in oil and gas company stocks, a sum that is now worth as much as $61.1 
million. 
 
The committee noted in its report that Trump promised the industry his administration would 
create favorable conditions for oil and gas businesses if they donated $1 billion to his campaign. 
Since the launch of the war, which choked off the Strait of Hormuz, a critical passage for oil and 
gas from the Persian Gulf, oil and gas companies have reported more than $125 billion in 
profits. 
 
“This administration is a dumpster fire of corruption and self dealing,” Inslee said. “This is just 
typical of an administration that is costing Americans money while they feather their own nest.” 
 
The committee did not calculate the increase in value of Rollins’ or Clayton’s fossil fuel holdings, 
but Climate Power analysts project they would be similarly profitable. 
 
Rollins is a climate skeptic who called for the repeal of the Obama administration’s landmark 
Clean Power Plan and for the United States to withdraw from the Paris Agreement. She was a 
surprise pick to lead an agency that oversees a huge range of responsibilities, including nutrition 
policy, agricultural subsidies, conservation programs and forest management. Though she has a 
degree in agricultural development and roots in farming, Rollins spent her career as a lawyer. 
 
When Trump tapped Rollins to head the USDA, she was leading the America First Policy 
Institute, a group that supported Trump’s bid for a second term. 
 
During her tenure, the agency has worked to gut a range of climate-focused programs, including 
redirecting millions of dollars identified for climate programs under the Biden administration’s 
Inflation Reduction Act.  
 
The agency has halted funds for wind and solar projects on American farmland and disqualified 
renewable energy projects from loans under the Rural Energy for America Program (REAP). It 
also cancelled the Biden-era Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities program, designed to 
advance climate-focused practices on farms, calling it a “slush fund” for advocacy groups. And it 
has moved to cancel protections for millions of acres of national forest lands, which are under its 
purview.  
 
The USDA did not respond to a request for an interview with Rollins. 
 
The American Farm Bureau Federation recently projected that inflation, low commodity prices, 
labor and high production costs, including for diesel and fertilizer, will cost American farmers 
$31 billion in 2026 and $32 billion in 2027.  
 
Farmers, as a block, have been among Trump’s most important supporters, voting 
overwhelmingly for him in the 2024 election. That support appears to be dissipating amid rising 
bankruptcies and crashing profits.  
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An April survey found that 94 percent of farmers were concerned about rising production costs 
linked to the war in Iran. The same poll found that nearly 40 percent said they were 
“persuadable” in the upcoming midterm elections.  
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JAPAN TODAY 
 
After heatwaves, will EU pivot back to climate fight? 
By Adrien De Calan 
 
Is climate change set for a comeback as a top EU priority, after a deadly summer of 
record-breaking heatwaves across Europe? 
 
The fight against global warming is expected to feature prominently in a key policy speech by 
EU chief Ursula von der Leyen this month, after two years critics say were marked by major 
environmental rollbacks. 
 
With Europe barely emerging from a sweltering summer, climate would have been hard to 
ignore in the normally sprawling "State of the European Union" address -- a yearly speech 
setting out political priorities for the next 12 months. 
 
After years as a leading EU cause, climate concerns have taken the backseat to defence and 
industry goals over the past couple of years -- to the frustration of environmentalists. 
 
The bloc has notably watered down new green rules for businesses and proposed abandoning 
a ban on the sale of new internal combustion engine cars by 2035. 
 
Yet some hope the September 16 speech could signal a rebalancing of priorities in Brussels. 
 
In August, about 200 environmental groups urged von der Leyen in a letter to use the speech to 
lay out concrete plans to wean the 27-nation bloc off fossil fuels. 
 
EU sources say von der Leyen will focus on "climate resilience" and the economic potential of 
green industries -- two low-hanging fruits. 
 
The latter has been a familiar refrain during von der Leyen's seven years at the helm and 
legislation on climate resilience was already due to be presented before the end of the year. 
 
The kind of ambitious climate legislation that defined von der Leyen's first five years in office -- 
known as the Green Deal -- is a hard sell in Brussels these days. 
 
Green parties lost out in the 2024 European elections, and the business-friendly centre-right 
now holds sway in a European Parliament where climate skeptics on the far-right also have a 
bigger say. 
 
The priority is not "to repaint in green laws that Europeans have asked to be changed", said 
right-wing lawmaker Celine Imart. 
 
Within the commission itself there are divisions. 

 
13 

https://japantoday.com/category/features/environment/after-heatwaves-will-eu-pivot-back-to-the-climate-fight


 

 
In recent months for example green voices have clashed with pro-business colleagues over the 
impact of a carbon market reform on the aviation and maritime transport sectors. 
 
At the same time, EU countries are wrangling over where to allocate the limited resources that 
are to be dished out under the bloc's next long-term budget. 
 
"It's going to be an uphill battle," said Green leader Terry Reintke. 
 
Her group was nevertheless going to "push very, very hard" to have von der Leyen lay out 
concrete climate actions in her speech. 
 
"We are talking about existential situations here," she told AFP. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Nepal flood disaster puts climate justice under spotlight 
By: Lekhanath Pandey 
 
The devastating Himalayan glacial floods have raised broader questions about who should bear 
the costs and responsibility for the impacts of climate-related disasters. 
 
Days after devastating floods swept through Nepal’s Bhotekoshi-Trisuli river basin, the true 
scale of the disaster is still emerging.   
 
More than 1,250 people have been confirmed dead and almost 4,000 are still missing. 
 
Buildings, bridges, roads and more than a dozen hydropower facilities have been destroyed, 
causing an estimated $2.6 billion (€2.24 billion) in damage to public and private infrastructure, 
according to the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Authority (NDRRMA). 
 
Search and rescue operations for missing people remain underway, with families still hoping for 
their safe return. 
 
The exact cause of the glacial collapse remains unclear, but experts say climate change is 
causing glaciers to melt worldwide, increasing the risk of such disasters. 
 
A global responsibility? 
For Nepal, the disaster has raised a question that goes beyond rescue and reconstruction. 
 
It’s about climate justice and who should bear the costs and responsibility for such 
environmental disasters when the Himalayan nation contributes only a tiny fraction of global 
greenhouse gas emissions yet faces increasingly severe climate-related risks. 
 
Nepal’s Prime Minister Balendra Shah said responding to the catastrophe is a “global 
responsibility.” 
 
“As we work tirelessly to address the damage caused by this sudden and massive disaster, a 
deeper question has also emerged: How did this destruction happen to us?” Shah asked while 
addressing Parliament this week. 
 
“Mitigating and managing its impacts is regarded as a shared responsibility of the international 
community,” he stressed. 
 
Kathmandu is planning to raise climate justice issues in the upcoming United Nations General 
Assembly session in New York, where Prime Minister Shah himself is likely to lead the Nepali 
delegation. 
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“We will make our case about the impact of climate change and seek global support and moral 
obligation to tackle it,” Nepal’s Foreign Minister Shisir Khanal told DW. “We will also take the 
initiative of building a coalition of climate-vulnerable countries to raise our collective concerns.” 
 
Highly vulnerable to climate impacts 
Nepal, a largely rural nation of 30 million people, has contributed little to the greenhouse gas 
emissions driving global warming. 
 
The country accounts for just 0.1% of global greenhouse gas emissions and emits about 0.5 
tons of CO₂ per person each year, making it a “negligible contributor to climate change,” 
according to the World Bank. 
 
But the landlocked Himalayan nation is highly vulnerable to the effects of climate change, with 
flooding, landslides, glacier-related hazards and other environmental risks threatening lives and 
livelihoods. 
 
Nepal’s leaders say the country needs long-term international support to adapt to a rapidly 
changing mountain environment. 
 
The country’s government estimates that implementing adaptation priorities between 2025 and 
2035 could require as much as $18 billion to $20 billion. And Kathmandu wants international 
climate finance to provide most of these funds. 
 
Nepal has spent years arguing in global climate forums that vulnerable mountain countries need 
greater support for adaptation and resilience. 
 
In December 2009, Nepal held a historic Cabinet meeting at Kala Patthar, near Mount Everest 
base camp, at an altitude of 17,192 feet, to highlight the threats that climate change and glacial 
melting pose to Nepal and other mountainous nations. 
 
Bimala Rai Paudyal, a former Nepali foreign minister, said the latest disaster meant “this is an 
opportune time for us to highlight glacier melting and climate justice issues in international 
climate forums.” 
 
“Earlier, we were only advocating about climate impacts. Now, we are heavily suffering from it,” 
she told DW. 
 
Paudyal believes Nepal is well positioned to lead an alliance of vulnerable countries, given its 
exposure to climate risk as well as its expertise and contribution to the climate justice effort. 
 
An opportunity for global climate action? 
Kathmandu has formally approached the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC)-backed “Loss and Damage Fund” for assistance over the latest floods. 
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But the fund, set up by the UN in 2025 to aid the impacts of climate change, has not yet begun 
distributing its limited cash. 
 
The fund also relies on voluntary contributions and lacks legally binding commitments under 
current international climate agreements, leaving major emitters such as China, India and the 
US under no direct obligation to compensate for climate change impacts. 
 
Still, some observers and climate advocates believe Nepal can present a strong case for urgent 
global climate action. 
 
“Nepal can turn this tragedy into an opportunity for global climate action,” Dinesh Paudel, 
professor of sustainable development at Appalachian State University in North Carolina, told 
DW. “For which, Nepal needs to build a consensus among national stakeholders and maneuver 
cautiously, considering geopolitical factors.” 
 
According to him, Kathmandu can create an ethical movement for climate justice by highlighting 
the recent flood. This could then lead to creating an effective and legally binding mechanism to 
deal with climate impacts in the future. 
 
Ashok Swain, professor of peace and conflict research at Uppsala University and also UNESCO 
Chair on International Water Cooperation, shares a similar view. 
 
“Nepal should not be left to pay for a climate crisis it did little to create or for regional 
non-cooperation over which it has limited influence,” he said. “This is not a question of charity. It 
is fundamentally a question of climate justice and a fair distribution of responsibility.” /dl 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
Bigger funding for Project NOAH boosts climate-change adaptation 
 
MANILA – President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.'s infusion of a fresh PHP1 billion funding for 
Project Nationwide Operational Assessment of Hazards (NOAH) will bolster government's 
capacity to respond effectively to tropical cyclones and floods made worse by climate change. 
 
Mahar Lagmay, executive director of the University of the Philippines Resilience Institute 
(UPRI), said that with the additional funds, Project NOAH can focus on strengthening flood 
management, hazard monitoring and disaster-risk-reduction systems as the country confronts 
the effects of climate change. 
 
In interviews with state and private broadcast media over the weekend, Lagmay, a UP geology 
professor, said he hopes that the government’s funding “will continue to transform scientific 
knowledge into practical action that protects lives and helps build safer, more resilient and 
sustainable communities.” 
 
President Marcos ordered the release of PHP1 billion for Project NOAH, which UPRI manages, 
to boost impact-based forecasting developed by Project NOAH researchers using years of 
historical information, satellite images, rainfall data, and other datasets. 
 
The President's directive to the Department of Budget and Management is another critical move 
in his data-driven governance, which recognizes the vital role of hard science in statecraft, 
notably the national infrastructure spending of the Department of Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH) being guided by scientific data from UPRI’s NOAH. 
 
Founded in 2012, NOAH seeks to assist government in disaster-risk reduction and 
management, climate-change adaptation and mitigation efforts, and related activities through 
research, development and extension services. 
 
Science-backed infrastructure projects 
 
The DPWH has begun laying the technical foundation for future, science-backed 
flood-management infrastructure to strengthen long-term disaster preparedness and 
climate-change-risk response nationwide. 
 
At President Marcos's directive to enhance nationwide flood resiliency, DPWH Secretary Vince 
Dizon has ordered the updating of all flood-management master plans to protect Filipinos from 
massive flooding year after year. 
 
To ensure these master plans reflect current climate realities, the agency is collaborating with 
UPRI’s Project NOAH, local government units, and key partner agencies to integrate detailed 
hazard mapping and scientific data before their implementation. 

 
18 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1283420


 

 
On Sept. 2, the President said the government is now implementing a flood-control master plan 
that has been in place for decades. 
 
“We already have a master plan. It's just never been executed. We are only executing it now,” 
President Marcos told reporters after inspecting repair works at a collapsed bridge in Tarlac. 
 
“We have had a master plan for decades pero walang ginawa. Ngayon lang natin sinisimulan 
(but nothing was done. We are only starting it now),” the President said. 
 
The President's remarks came as Central Luzon, Metro Manila, and other parts of Luzon 
grappled with widespread flooding brought by heavy monsoon rains. 
 
The administration has repeatedly called on national government agencies to implement 
long-term flood-control measures, including de-clogging and dredging waterways, improving 
drainage systems, and proper land-use planning, as the government responds to increasingly 
intense rainfall linked to climate change. 
 
Faster, more accurate forecasting 
 
Lagmay said NOAH’s impact-based forecasting system is projected to forecast, one day in 
advance, where flooding may occur and its impact on roads, homes, buildings, and vehicular 
flow. 
 
“The PHP1 billion allocation for UPRI will be measured by better information, transparency, 
evidence-based governance and decision-making, effective flood management, and reduced 
disaster risks and losses,” Lagmay said. 
 
Of the total allocation, P935 million will support research services, while PHP65 million will fund 
general management and supervision of NOAH’s implementation. The allocation is part of the 
UP System’s built-in appropriation under the 2026 General Appropriations Act. 
 
Lagmay said UPRI’s budget will fund high-resolution mapping of major river basins, hazard 
assessments, land-use planning, and Oplan Kontra Baha initiatives, in coordination with the 
DPWH, Metropolitan Manila Development Authority, local government units, and private-sector 
partners. 
 
The allocation will also support Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) drone topographic 
surveys, capacity-building programs with state universities and colleges, native tree mapping, 
sediment erosion assessments, mapping of hidden waterways, nature-based solutions, and the 
use of artificial intelligence and analytics for disaster-risk management. 
 
UP President Angelo Jimenez said the Marcos administration’s funding for UPRI is “an 
investment in the power of research and innovation to serve the nation.” 
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“We do research because knowledge matters, and knowledge matters most when it can help us 
make better decisions, solve real problems, and improve the lives of our people,” Jimenez said. 
(PR) 
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RMN NETWORK 
 
Malacañang, umapela ng political will sa laban kontra baha at climate change 
 
Kailangan ng Malacañang ang political will para maipatupad ang mga hakbang laban sa 
lumalalang pagbaha at epekto ng climate change. 
 
Ayon kay Palace Press Officer Undersecretary Claire Castro, mahalaga rin ang 
pakikipagtulungan ng publiko upang maging epektibo ang mga hakbang ng pamahalaan. 
 
Kabilang dito ang pagtanggal sa mga bara at iba pang sagabal sa mga daluyan ng tubig na 
nakikitang nagpapalala sa pagbaha. 
 
Sinabi ni Castro na kailangan ang matatag na pagpapatupad ng mga anti-flooding measure 
upang makamit ang layuning mabawasan ang pagbaha sa iba’t ibang bahagi ng bansa. 
 
Binigyang-diin niyang hindi na maaaring ipagpaliban ang mga kinakailangang aksiyon dahil 
patuloy na lumalala ang problema sa baha, na pinalalala rin ng climate change. 
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THE GUARDIAN 
 
Air conditioners are our best bet in the fight against extreme heat – whether we like it or 
not 
By: Eduardo Porter 
 
Global AC demand will inevitably accelerate as the world continues to warm amid the climate 
crisis 
 
The greenest campaigners against climate change have long suffered from a crippling 
shortcoming: they too often frame the challenge as a problem of excess consumption. This 
motivates calls to “degrow” the economy and to curb the population. The claim is that humans 
consume too many resources, which in the context of climate change means too much energy. 
 
Nowhere has the tension between this proposition and reality become more palpable during this 
sweltering summer than in the conversation over air conditioning. 
 
If the atmosphere were to warm more than 3C above the average temperature in the 
preindustrial era, a prospect that looks ever more likely given the lackluster efforts to reduce 
carbon emissions, one in six of the world’s largest cities would suffer at least one heatwave per 
year lasting more than a month, according to the World Resources Institute. Low-income 
countries would suffer, on average, 6.9 heatwaves per year. Delhi would suffer at least 140 days 
with temperatures hitting at least 35C (95F). 
 
Demand for AC around the world will inevitably accelerate as the atmosphere continues to 
warm. Ninety percent of households in the US and Japan enjoy artificial cooling. But in 
Indonesia, the share is only 9%. In India, it is 5%. Of the 2.8 billion people living in the hottest 
parts of the world, according to the International Energy Agency (IEA), only 8% currently 
possess AC. These countries are populous, they are generally poorer and they will get 
particularly hot as climate change progresses. 
 
The global stock of air conditioners in buildings is expected to mushroom to 5.6bn by 2050, up 
from 2.5bn today, according to the IEA. In India alone, installed AC inventory will rise from 48m 
units in 2020 to 1.1bn in 2050, a 23-fold increase. Even if the world met the emissions targets 
laid out in the 2015 Paris climate accords – which is not going to happen – an average of 40% 
to 50% of the population in many of the world’s warmest countries would still require AC. 
 
This is going to require a lot of energy. Scientists at Harvard’s School of Engineering and 
applied sciences estimated that in India and Indonesia, demand for power just for cooling in 
2050 could be as high as 75% of their current total annual electricity demand. 
 
This poses a challenge for the climate. In 2022, energy for cooling, mostly for residential and 
nonresidential space cooling but also to maintain cold chains for food and pharmaceutical 
production, and to cool transport, accounted for roughly 2.5bn tons of CO2 equivalent 
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emissions, according to a United Nations report, about 7% of total emissions. In the absence of 
further strategies to improve energy efficiency and improve passive cooling techniques, it would 
rise to nearly 8bn tons by 2050. 
 
So what does one do? Apparently, 58% of the French would rather “suffer from the heat than 
install an air conditioner in order to protect the environment”. But these sentiments cannot drive 
the world’s response to a warming world. To fight the battle against climate change requires, in 
fact, facilitating access to AC for billions of people who are now at risk of facing a hotter planet 
without the technology to protect themselves and their economies. 
 
This proposition doesn’t rest only on arguments from ethics – although there are plenty of those. 
For starters, there is substantial evidence that air conditioning reduces heat’s impact on health. 
One study of US data found that the lethality of days hotter than 80F (27C) declined by about 
75% from 1900 to 2004, almost entirely due to the adoption of residential air conditioning. 
Asking countries not to deploy AC is tantamount to accepting higher mortality. 
 
Another powerful reason is that limiting access to air conditioning will set back economic growth. 
There is abundant evidence that excessive heat in the workplace reduces labor productivity and 
that air conditioning mitigates the decline. Heat can also stymie student achievement, eroding 
human capital. 
 
Those living in India, Bangladesh, Indonesia or other unbearably hot places wherever will not 
heed the call to resist AC. Demanding unrealistic policies that are detrimental to their 
development is a straightforward strategy to ensure these countries do not cooperate with the 
effort to slow climate change. Campaigns from the west to stop hydropower in Africa, (even as 
westerners also called to stop developing fossil fuels on the continent) delivered little and 
engendered ill will. Trying to limit their access to AC would do the same. 
 
Whether it is to power industries, improve transportation, or cool homes and workplaces, 
achieving faster economic growth will require poor hot countries around the world to consume 
more energy. Their economic development is indispensable for the global battle against climate 
change. 
 
Just as fans of depopulation must understand that innovation needs people, fans of shrinking 
humanity’s footprint on the planet to prevent climate change misunderstand how humanity has 
prospered despite environmental constraints: through innovation. The path to decarbonization 
requires figuring out how to produce zero-carbon energy on a vast scale everywhere. It will be 
easier to do this in a rich world with AC and refrigeration than in a poor hot one. 
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Bigger Project NOAH funding to boost climate change response 
By: Catherine S. Valente 
 
UP Resilience Institute (UPRI) Executive Director Mahar Lagmay said the recently released 
P1-billion budget would further expand Project Nationwide Operational Assessment of Hazards 
(NOAH), focusing on strengthening flood management, hazard monitoring and disaster risk 
reduction systems as the country confronts the effects of climate change. 
 
Lagmay, a UP geology professor, said he hoped that the government’s funding for UPRI “will 
continue to transform scientific knowledge into practical action that protects lives and helps build 
safer, more resilient and sustainable communities.” 
 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s order to infuse P1 billion into Project NOAH, which UPRI 
manages, will boost impact-based forecasting developed by the project researchers using years 
of historical information, satellite images, rainfall data and other datasets. 
 
This directive from Marcos to the Department of Budget and Management is another critical 
move in his data-driven governance, which recognizes the vital role of hard science in statecraft, 
notably the national infrastructure spending of the Department of Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH) being guided by scientific data from UPRI’s NOAH. 
 
Lagmay said NOAH’s impact-based forecasting system is projected to forecast, one day in 
advance, where flooding may occur and its impact on roads, homes, buildings and vehicular 
flow. 
 
“The P1 billion allocation for UPRI will be measured by better information, transparency, 
evidence-based governance and decision-making, effective flood management and reduced 
disaster risks and losses,” he said. 
 
Of the total allocation, P935 million will support research services, while P65 million will fund 
general management and supervision of NOAH’s implementation. The allocation is part of the 
UP System’s built-in appropriation under the 2026 General Appropriations Act. 
 
Lagmay said UPRI’s budget will fund high-resolution mapping of major river basins, hazard 
assessments, land-use planning and Oplan Kontra Baha initiatives, in coordination with the 
DPWH, Metropolitan Manila Development Authority, local government units and private-sector 
partners. 
 
The allocation will also support Light Detection and Ranging drone topographic surveys, 
capacity-building programs with state universities and colleges, native tree mapping, sediment 
erosion assessments, mapping of hidden waterways, nature-based solutions, and the use of 
artificial intelligence and analytics for disaster risk management. 
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Founded in 2012, NOAH seeks to assist the country in disaster risk reduction and management, 
climate change adaptation and mitigation efforts, and related activities through research, 
development and extension services. 
 
The DPWH has begun laying the technical foundation for future, science-backed flood 
management infrastructure to strengthen long-term disaster preparedness and climate change 
risk response nationwide. 
 
Public Works Secretary Vince Dizon has ordered the updating of all flood management master 
plans to protect Filipinos from massive flooding year after year. 
 
On Sept. 2, the president said the government is now implementing a flood control master plan 
that has been in place for decades. 
 
“We already have a master plan. It’s just never been executed. We are only executing it now,” 
Marcos told reporters after inspecting repair works at a collapsed bridge in Tarlac. 
 
“We have had a master plan for decades but nothing was done. We are only starting it now,” he 
added. 
 
The president’s statement comes as Central Luzon, Metro Manila and other parts of Luzon 
grapple with widespread flooding brought by heavy monsoon rains. 
 
The administration has repeatedly called on national government agencies to implement 
long-term flood control measures, including de-clogging and dredging waterways, improving 
drainage systems and proper land-use planning, as the government responds to increasingly 
intense rainfall linked to climate change. 
 
Meanwhile, UP President Angelo Jimenez said the Marcos administration’s funding for UPRI is 
“an investment in the power of research and innovation to serve the nation.” 
 
“We do research because knowledge matters, and knowledge matters most when it can help us 
make better decisions, solve real problems and improve the lives of our people,” Jimenez said. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
DAILY GUARDIAN 
 
Philippines pushes ASEAN carbon neutrality plan into action 
 
JAKARTA — The Climate Change Commission, representing the Philippines as chair of the 
ASEAN Task Force on Carbon Neutrality, called for stronger regional cooperation to translate 
ASEAN’s carbon neutrality strategy into concrete action. 
 
CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said stronger coordination 
across sectors is key to moving from strategy to implementation while recognizing the different 
development priorities and capacities of ASEAN member states. 
 
“Climate ambition is easy to declare. Delivering it, however, requires ownership,” Borje said at 
the Aug. 5 validation workshop for the ASEAN Strategy for Carbon Neutrality Work Plan in 
Jakarta, Indonesia. 
 
“The distance between a strategy and a result is measured by the quality of coordination: who 
acts, who supports, by when, and toward which shared outcome,” he added. 
 
Adopted by the ASEAN Economic Community Council in 2023, the ASEAN Strategy for Carbon 
Neutrality provides a regional framework for an orderly, inclusive, and economically beneficial 
transition to a low-carbon economy. 
 
The strategy outlines eight approaches and 16 priority initiatives covering areas such as green 
value chains, the circular economy, green infrastructure and markets, sustainable finance, and 
green skills. 
 
Reducing greenhouse gas emissions is an important part of addressing climate change 
alongside strengthening adaptation and resilience to impacts already being experienced across 
the region. 
 
For the Philippines, regional cooperation on carbon neutrality complements its Nationally 
Determined Contribution and NDC Implementation Plan, which guide climate mitigation efforts 
while taking national development priorities into account. 
 
Borje said ASEAN cooperation should connect initiatives across sectors while supporting 
implementation by member states according to their respective national circumstances. 
 
“The Sectoral Bodies, as the custodians of sectoral work, are where the real work lives,” he 
said. 
 
“The role of the Task Force for Carbon Neutrality is to help connect initiatives across sectors and 
carry good sectoral ideas up to the regional level where they can scale.” 
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The Jakarta workshop, convened by the ASEAN Secretariat with support from the Economic 
Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia, brought together member states and relevant 
ASEAN sectoral bodies as part of continuing work on the Carbon Neutrality Work Plan. 
 
The CCC chairs the ASEAN Task Force on Carbon Neutrality for the Philippines upon the 
recommendation of the Department of Trade and Industry, which leads the country’s 
engagement under the ASEAN Economic Community pillar. 
 
Work on the Carbon Neutrality Work Plan will continue through established ASEAN processes 
before the task force reports to the ASEAN Economic Community Council in November. 
 
The Climate Change Commission is the Philippines’ lead policymaking body on climate change. 
 
Under Republic Act No. 9729, or the Climate Change Act of 2009, as amended by Republic Act 
No. 10174, the CCC is mandated to coordinate, monitor, and evaluate government programs 
and actions on climate change and mainstream climate considerations into national, sectoral, 
and local development plans and programs. 
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DAILY TRIBUNE  
 
Climate jargon ‘don’t make sense’ to many — ICSC chief 
By: Windsor John Genova 
 
‘Talk about the same thing, but talk about it differently so that people understand.’ 
 
The head of a lobby group for climate policies has called for the use of terminologies that are 
understandable to the masses when discussing climate change, during a forum on the issue. 
 
“I think there’s a need for reframing when talking about nationally determined contributions 
(NDC), when we talk about sequestering greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, when we talk about 
transitioning to renewable energy (RE), to something that we all understand,” Angelo Kairos 
dela Cruz, executive director of the Institute on Climate and Sustainable Cities (ICSC), said at 
the conference entitled “Towards a Peaceful and Sustainable Future: Addressing Climate 
Security in ASEAN” conducted by Stratbase Institute and the Embassy of the Federal Republic 
of Germany in the Philippines on 24 August 2026 in Makati City. 
 
The remark was in response to a question posed during a panel discussion about how the ICSC 
was able to first help people in Tacloban, where the organization operates, understand the 
complex problems on climate change. 
 
Dela Cruz cited the experience of ICSC’s science team. 
 
“So every time they talk about the true cost of coal, for example, or the true cost of natural gas, 
compared to the true cost of RE, compared to nukes, they can talk about numbers over and 
over again. But then, once we communicate that, it won’t make sense to a lot of people. But 
what will get attention is when we say that the injection of just 3 percent of RE in times of credit 
yellow alerts is already equivalent to a quarter of savings when it comes to electricity bills,” he 
said. 
 
“I mean, mothers and grandmothers and aunties in the whole country understand that. So I think 
when it comes to climate, we should make that shift. Talk about the same thing, but talk about it 
differently so that people understand, and therefore, they can identify themselves with the vision 
that they’re trying to set.”  
 
Dela Cruz added that he doesn’t know anyone who would gladly talk about NAP (National 
Adaptation Plan) or NDCs despite the good work of the Climate Change Commission (CCC) on 
drafting both documents together with other government agencies. 
 
NAP refers to the Philippines’ long-term, economy-wide roadmap for adapting to climate change 
covering the period 2023 to 2050. 
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The NDC is the Philippines’ pledge under the Paris Agreement on how the country will 
contribute to global climate action. 
 
CCC deputy executive director Assistant Secretary Romell Antonion Cuenca was among the 
panelists and speakers at the conference. He said the CCC works with the barangay health 
workers in the countryside to bring its programs to the household level. 
 
Dela Cruz spoke about re-centering climate security discussions back to the people during the 
forum. 
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METRO NEWS CENTRAL 
 
Gov't vows stronger climate change policies 
 
Malacañang on Tuesday said the government will strengthen the implementation of climate 
change policies and improve coordination among agencies following concerns that some 
government offices failed to heed recommendations from the Climate Change Commission 
(CCC), according to a report by Philippine News Agency. 
 
Palace Press Officer Claire Castro said President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. has directed 
agencies to give greater attention to climate change, which she said is no longer a distant 
environmental issue but an immediate reality. 
 
“That will no longer happen because the issue of climate change will be given attention,” Castro 
said in a Palace briefing. 
 
She said Marcos wants the public to better understand the risks posed by climate change, 
including increasingly intense rainfall, sudden downpours and flooding. 
 
Marcos gave the directive as Central Luzon and Metro Manila experienced widespread flooding 
due to days of intense rainfall brought by the enhanced southwest monsoon. 
 
The CCC, the government body tasked with coordinating and overseeing climate change 
programs and policies, had reportedly raised concerns that some agencies were not sufficiently 
responsive to its recommendations. 
 
Castro said she would coordinate with the commission to identify policy gaps and determine 
what additional measures should be brought to the President's attention. 
 
“This is no longer just like a topic in our Science class that we merely discuss. It is already here. 
It is now a reality,” she said. 
 

   =END= 
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