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South Asian lawmakers call for stronger regional climate cooperation

Parliamentarians back proposals for a regional climate council, electricity grid and cross-border
disaster-warning system after Nepal’s recent glacial-related disaster.

BUSINESS WORLD

Philippine Net Zero Conference 2026 convenes policymakers, business leaders,
solutions providers to accelerate climate action

As compounding global energy crises and worsening climate impacts threaten vulnerable
nations across Southeast Asia, Philippine business leaders, policymakers, climate advocates,
solution providers, and media representatives will assemble to fast-track corporate
decarbonization and build long-term climate resilience. The Philippine Net Zero Conference
2026, scheduled on Sept. 15-16 at the Philippine Trade Training Center in Pasay City, will serve
as a crucial platform to move corporate and national climate ambitions into urgent, measurable
action. PhilippineMutual Funds
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GMA NEWS

Habagat to bring rains over parts of Luzon, Visayas — PAGASA

The southwest monsoon (habagat) will bring occasional rains over parts of Luzon and the
Visayas on Monday, PAGASA reported.

GREEN CENTRAL BANKING

As climate risks grow, countries face mounting financial risks from fragile infrastructure
By: Soraya Kishtwari

Nepal's flood disaster highlights growing pressure to finance adaptation, rethink infrastructure
standards and develop a new insurance framework.

MEDSCAPE

Cold Weather and Cardiovascular Risk: Does Climate Matter?
By: llana Polistchuck and Teresa Santos

Almost everything we know about the effects of cold temperatures on the cardiovascular (CV)
system is derived from studies conducted in countries with temperate climates. A new Brazilian
study published in the PLOS Global Public Health is the first to compare the association
between ambient temperature and CV hospitalization risk in cities with tropical and temperate
climates within the same country.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

orm may reenter PAR Sunday:; rain ex din pa f Luzon, Visaya
By: Dianne Sampang

MANILA, Philippines — Tropical storm Pilandok (international name: Krovanh) may reenter the
Philippine area of responsibility (PAR) on Sunday, according to the state weather bureau.

THE MANILA TIMES

When climate risk becomes a security crisis
By: Ludwig Federigan

ACROSS Southeast Asia, climate change is placing pressure on institutions responsible for
maintaining peace.
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WMO

WMO bulletin shows air quality and climate interlinkages

An increase in pollution from wildfires and heatwaves risks undermining international efforts to
improve air quality and protect human and ecosystem health, according to a new report from the
World Meteorological Organization (WMO), which traces the complex interlinkages between air
quality and climate.

CCC IN THE NEWS:
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

CCC. AIM join forces to advance climate research
By: Jimmyley Guzman

PASIG CITY (PIA) — To further advance evidence-based climate action, the Climate Change
Commission (CCC) has partnered with the Asian Institute of Management (AIM) to launch
research-based efforts to support evidence-based and data-informed climate action and
ecological monitoring in the Philippines through improved datasets and analyses.

Information and Knowledge Management Division


https://wmo.int/media/news/wmo-bulletin-shows-air-quality-and-climate-interlinkages
https://pia.gov.ph/news/ccc-aim-join-forces-to-advance-climate-research/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

South Asian lawmakers call for stronger regional climate cooperation

Parliamentarians back proposals for a regional climate council, electricity grid and cross-border
disaster-warning system after Nepal’s recent glacial-related disaster.

KATHMANDU — Parliamentarians from Nepal, India, Sri Lanka, Bhutan and Bangladesh have
called for concrete institutional measures to strengthen regional cooperation on climate change
and energy, saying existing agreements need to be translated into working mechanisms.

The call came at the two-day South Asian Parliamentary Dialogue on Environment, Climate and
Sustainable Development, which concluded in Thimphu on Sunday. Organised by the South
Asia Regional Parliamentary Forum for Climate, Energy and Environment (SARPF) and hosted
by Bhutan’s National Assembly, the September 5-6 dialogue brought together lawmakers,
government officials and technical experts.

The proposals come in the wake of the devastating glacial-related disaster in Nepal, which has
killed at least 1,355 people and left nearly 5,000 missing, according to the latest figures. The
disaster has underscored the scale of the climate risks shared across the region.

In a press release, SARPF said participants had agreed to explore a range of measures for
regional climate and energy cooperation, including the possible establishment of a South Asia
Climate Cooperation Council (SACCC).

The proposed council would seek to sustain political attention on climate, energy and the
environment and connect existing initiatives to implementation without duplicating SAARC,
BIMSTEC, BBIN or SACEP.

They also backed steps towards a South Asian regional electricity grid, citing the region’s
complementary energy resources. Nepal has an estimated 42,000 MW of hydropower potential,
while Bhutan has more than 30,000 MW of technically feasible hydropower potential, of which
barely 12 percent is harnessed. India has more than 253,000 MW of installed renewable
capacity.

Another proposal was a regional disaster-preparedness and data-sharing mechanism covering
shared early-warning systems, glacial-lake and flood monitoring across Himalayan basins, and
the exchange of climate-risk data across borders.

Participants said countries sharing vulnerable ecosystems need stronger cooperation on
monitoring and early warning so they can respond quickly when disasters strike.

SARPF co-directors Prof Mukul Sharma and Sumedha Basu, and Samantha Stratton-Short,
chief climate officer at UNOPS, stressed the need for stronger cross-border early-warning
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arrangements and greater sharing of climate-risk data. Stratton-Short presented the South Asia
Energy Transition Status Report 2026 at the dialogue.

Parliamentarians called on SARPF to work towards a possible blueprint for the SACCC and
advance the other proposed measures through national, regional and multilateral engagement,
including with SAARC, BIMSTEC, BBIN, SACEP, the Asian Development Bank, the World Bank
and the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank.

Bhutanese Prime Minister Dasho Tshering Tobgay, Energy and Natural Resources Minister
Lyonpo Sonam Tashi, Agriculture and Livestock Minister Younten Phuntsho and Deputy
Speaker of the National Assembly Sangay Khandu were among the senior Bhutanese officials
who addressed the dialogue.

Sanjay Jaiswal, chairperson of SARPF and a member of India’s Lok Sabha, and SARPF
co-directors Sharma and Basu presided over the two-day meeting.

SARPF is a non-partisan platform of parliamentarians and legislators from Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Nepal, the Maldives and Sri Lanka, established to promote regional parliamentary
cooperation and policy dialogue on climate, energy and the environment.



BUSINESS WORLD

Philippine Net Zero Conference 2026 convenes policymakers. business leaders,
solutions providers to accelerate climate action

As compounding global energy crises and worsening climate impacts threaten vulnerable
nations across Southeast Asia, Philippine business leaders, policymakers, climate advocates,
solution providers, and media representatives will assemble to fast-track corporate
decarbonization and build long-term climate resilience. The Philippine Net Zero Conference
2026, scheduled on Sept. 15-16 at the Philippine Trade Training Center in Pasay City, will serve
as a crucial platform to move corporate and national climate ambitions into urgent, measurable
action.

Themed “Bridging Gaps: Radical Collaboration for a Net Zero Future,” the summit organized by
the Net Zero Carbon Alliance (NZCA) in partnership with Southeast Asia Corporate
Decarbonization Exchange (CDx), comes at a critical historical juncture. Geopolitical tensions
and fossil fuel price shocks have underscored a fundamental reality: true climate resilience,
operational sustainability, and enterprise survival are inseparable. Achieving net zero is no
longer just a voluntary commitment, but an essential business strategy to manage operational
risks, protect supply chains, and safeguard communities from catastrophic warming.

The event also marks the fifth anniversary of NZCA, the Philippines’ leading private-sector
coalition committed to achieving net zero greenhouse gas emissions that was founded in 2021
by First Gen-owned Energy Development Corporation (First Gen Renewables).

“The global energy crisis has made one thing unmistakably clear: protecting our climate and
insulating our businesses from severe risk are the exact same fight,” said Allan Barcena, NZCA
executive director. “Achieving net zero is more urgent than ever because transitioning to clean,
regenerative solutions is the only viable path to safeguard our planet, manage climate risks for
businesses, and ensure lasting economic survival.”

The two-day conference is structured to translate this shared urgency into concrete actions. Day
one will focus on the frontline realities faced by corporate decision-makers, sustainability
practitioners, climate advocates, and small-to-medium enterprises. Sessions will cover climate
governance, mandatory sustainability disclosures, carbon footprint tracking, and mobilizing
climate finance. The opening day will also celebrate five years of private-sector climate
leadership by presenting the alliance’s accomplishment report and welcoming new member
pledges.

Day two shifts toward real-world deployment and market-ready technologies. Industry enablers
and climate innovators will demonstrate how artificial intelligence, smart energy systems, carbon
management tools, and science-based verification enable organizations to drastically cut
emissions. Dedicated business-matching sessions will run concurrently to connect delegates
directly with clean-technology providers.
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Habagat to bring rains over parts of Luzon. Visayas — PAGASA

The southwest monsoon (habagat) will bring occasional rains over parts of Luzon and the
Visayas on Monday, PAGASA reported.

The state weather bureau continues to monitor the tropical cyclone outside the Philippine Area
of Responsibility (PAR), Tropical Storm Krovanh (formerly Pilandok) that is located 1,155
kilometers east northeast of extreme Northern Luzon, packing maximum sustained winds of 65
kilometers per hour near the center, gustiness of up to 80 km/h, and moving neastward at the
speed of 10 km/h.

Forecast Weather Conditions

Zambales, Bataan, Batangas, and Occidental Mindoro will have occasional rains due to the
southwest monsoon. Flash floods or landslides may occur in these areas due to moderate to
heavy rains.

Metro Manila, llocos Region, Abra, Benguet, Antique, and the rest of Central Luzon,
CALABARZON, and MIMAROPA will have cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms
due to the southwest monsoon with possible flash floods or landslides occurring due to
moderate to at times heavy rains.

The rest of Luzon and Visayas will have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers
or thunderstorms due to the southwest monsoon with the possibility that flash floods or
landslides will occur during severe thunderstorms.

Mindanao will have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or thunderstorms
due to localized thunderstorms with flash floods or landslides possibly occurring during severe
thunderstorms.

Forecast Wind and Coastal Water Conditions

The wind speed forecast for Northern Luzon is moderate to strong moving in the southwest to
west direction with moderate to rough coastal waters.

The rest of the country will have light to moderate wind speed moving southwestward while
coastal waters will be slight to moderate.

Sunrise will be at 5:44 a.m., sunset at 6:04 p.m. — BAP, GMA News
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GREEN CENTRAL BANKING

As climate risks grow. countries face mounting financial risks from fragile infrastructure
By: Soraya Kishtwari

Nepal's flood disaster highlights growing pressure to finance adaptation, rethink infrastructure
standards and develop a new insurance framework.

Approaches to infrastructure planning, disaster preparedness and insurance are “outdated” and
unable to respond to increasingly complex physical risks, experts have warned.

“We base these plans on past benchmarks. And these benchmarks are becoming outdated very
rapidly,” said climate-change economist Ulka Kelker, speaking at the webinar organised by
research site Carbon Copy.

The problem is particularly acute in the Hindu Kush Himalayas (HKH), a region which provides
water for 2 billion people. Glacier retreat, permafrost degradation, extreme rainfall and unstable
geology can interact to produce cascading disasters, as demonstrated by the 26 August flash
floods along the Nepal-Tibet border. But the systemic financial challenges extend far beyond the
region, said Kelkar, who is executive director of climate, economics and finance at World
Resources Institute, India.

As climate risks intensify and become less predictable, governments everywhere face larger
potential losses while also having to spend more upfront on adaptation.

Infrastructure under a changing climate
The disaster has laid bare the difficulty governments have of anticipating hazards that do not fit
established models.

The event was not a conventional glacial-lake outburst flood, for which early-warning systems
can be relatively effective, said Farooq Azam, a senior cryosphere specialist at the International
Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (Icimod). Instead, he said, the initial failure
occurred beneath the rocky surface, making it considerably harder to detect.

Initial estimates suggested as much as 200 million cubic metres of rock and ice may have fallen
roughly 1,200 metres into the valley, which triggered a rapid rise in localised temperatures that
in turn rapidly melted the ice and contributed to the resulting floods.

Glacier retreat may also be altering the risk profile further, he explained, with more rock surface
exposed to solar radiation and warming at high altitude degrading permafrost beneath the
surface.
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Azam said it was therefore essential that environmental assessments consider not only the
impact infrastructure has on the environment, but also how a changing environment could affect
the infrastructure itself.

“When the government is putting some big hydropower project, is there any glaciologist in the
panel who is looking for this danger?” he asked. “If there is some flood event, what would the
impact of this be on this infrastructure?” That approach, he said, is “completely missing.”

Hydropower projects present additional challenges, compounding the disaster, as water stored
in dams can add to the volume of a flood when these are breached, Azam added.

Infrastructure planning must therefore weigh up the risks more holistically, the panellists argued,
warning against historical assumptions which often fall foul of losses that were not reflected in
the original design or risk assessments.

Past benchmarks are “becoming outdated very rapidly”, Kelkar said, while infrastructure needs
to withstand a much wider range of possible flood levels, rainfall and other physical conditions.

A project designed to withstand past climatic averages would likely struggle in light of a climate
disaster considered implausible at the time of construction, but which may have become
increasingly likely during its operational life.

Kelhar urged governments to include wider climate ranges into infrastructure tenders and
require projects to withstand higher flood lines and more extreme rainfall. While upfront costs
were likely to increase as a result, she argued it would reduce the potential for financial loss in
the case of an extreme event.

Climate considerations should also be mainstreamed into government budgets rather than
treated as a separate funding stream, she said.

“We are not helpless. We are not sitting ducks,” Kelkar said, referencing the global debate
around the mobilisation of international financial assistance on behalf of Nepal. She said Third
Pole countries — encompassing both the HKH and the Tibetan Plateau — have a range of
domestic options they can draw from, including the adoption of cumulative environmental
assessments and engaging in greater regional technical cooperation, as well as tougher climate
benchmarks in tenders.

Nepal’'s human and financial toll

The floods have had a devastating toll. The country could need as much as US$5bn, equivalent
to nearly 10% of its economy, Nepal’s finance minister Swarnim Wagle said shortly after the
disaster.

As of 6 September, 1,341 bodies had been recovered and around 5,000 people remained
missing.



“A preliminary assessment conducted under the rapid damage and needs assessment (RDNA)
indicates that approximately 7,570 houses affecting around 32,933 people, and 48 government
offices have been affected. Similarly, 55 kilometers of roads, 37 motorable bridges, and 68
suspension bridges have been damaged. Likewise, approximately 1,806 hectares of agricultural
land, 13 hydropower projects, one solar power plant and two transmission lines have been also
damaged,” the Nepalese government said in a statement. 783MW of hydropower capacity has
also been affected, it added.

A comprehensive post-disaster needs assessment is already under way to determine the full
extent of loss and damage and the cost of reconstruction.

The government formally appealed for financial support to its Prime Minister’s Disaster Relief
Fund on 27 August. Nepal’s foreign secretary has also said that, while international assistance
has already been received for rescue and relief operations, “a significant level of support” will be
required once reconstruction begins.

Panellists on the webinar said the tragedy had exposed an urgent need for climate-vulnerable
countries to finance resilience before disasters occur, rather than repeatedly financing
reconstruction afterwards.

When insurance is no longer enough
Insurance, which has traditionally been one way of transferring disaster risk, is no longer fit for
purpose.

“Because of how widespread and how repeated these climate-change events are, insurance as
a mechanism is also no protection,” Kelkar said.

She suggested the implementation of a “regional disaster pool”, combining different sources of
capital, from government compensation to development-bank funding, from insurance and
reinsurance on market mechanisms, to be leveraged by individual countries in the event of an
overwhelming disaster.

Such a resource would be particularly helpful in a Himalayan context, where transboundary
resources merge with transboundary risks. Data sharing agreements are currently restricted to
the monsoon season, which should be extended year-round by regional governments, who
should also prioritise regional collaboration and a regional insurance mechanism to help
address these collective challenges, Kelkar added.

Improved data would also assist with assessing risks that conventional warning systems may
miss, and improve the pricing of infrastructure and disaster risk.
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High-resolution satellite imagery and machine-learning models could potentially detect slow
movements preceding major rock and ice failures, while more high-altitude weather stations
would improve rainfall and temperature forecasts, according to Azam.

Given the unpredictable nature of future risks, the panellists said governments and financial
institutions must resist the temptation to delay action in favour of the perfect forecasting model.

Instead, policymakers should incorporate climate risk as standard into infrastructure
procurement, land-use decisions and public budgets while developing fallback mechanisms to
absorb losses when adaptation cannot prevent them entirely.

Climate risk is no longer just an environmental concern. Physical shocks will increasingly
become economic and fiscal shocks, with consequences for businesses, banks, insurers and

the wider financial system.

Kelkar said: “We need to recognise that climate change is bringing a lot of cascading and
compounding risks.”
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MEDSCAPE

Cold Weather and Cardiovascular Risk: Does Climate Matter?
By: llana Polistchuck and Teresa Santos

Almost everything we know about the effects of cold temperatures on the cardiovascular (CV)
system is derived from studies conducted in countries with temperate climates. A new Brazilian
study published in the PLOS Global Public Health is the first to compare the association
between ambient temperature and CV hospitalization risk in cities with tropical and temperate
climates within the same country.

Researchers from the Universidade Federal do Parana and the Pontificia Universidade Catolica
do Parana, both in Curitiba, Brazil, cross-referenced climate data with records of nearly 3 million
CV hospitalizations in more than 100 Brazilian cities over 14.5 years.

The study found that temperatures below 19 °C were associated with an increased risk for CV
hospitalization in both tropical and temperate regions, raising the question of whether individuals
living in warmer climates respond differently when temperatures fall. Few recent studies have
examined the relationship between CV hospitalization rates and temperature in Brazil.

The researchers compared hospitalizations for acute myocardial infarction, stroke, heart failure,
and cardiac arrhythmias recorded in Brazil’s open-access health data system, the Department
of Informatics of the Unified Health System (DATASUS), between January 2010 and June 2024,
with average daily temperatures recorded by the National Institute of Meteorology (INMET),
Brazil, for each city included in the analysis.

The Findings

The results showed no statistically significant difference in CV hospitalization risk between cities
in tropical and temperate climates. A temperature threshold of 19 °C, below which the risk for
hospitalization increased, was applied across Brazil, from Manaus to Porto Alegre.

Between 9 °C and 18 °C, the risk for CV hospitalization increased progressively with decreasing
temperatures. At 18 °C, the relative risk (RR) was 1.01 (95% CI, 1.01-1.02); at 14 °C, it was
1.03 (95% CI, 1.02-1.04); and at 9 °C, it was 1.05 (95% CI, 1.01-1.09). Between 19 °C and 24
°C, the ambient temperature had a neutral association with hospitalization rates. Above 25 °C,
the trend was reversed, with the risk for CV hospitalization decreasing with increasing
temperatures. At 30 °C, the RR was 0.97 (95% CI, 0.93-1.02).

The analysis included nearly 3 million CV hospitalizations in 103 cities with complete climate
data. The researchers noted that approximately 20 million CV-related hospitalizations were
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recorded nationally during the study period; however, these additional records were excluded
because complete climate data were not available for all Brazilian cities.

According to Bruna Doaris, MD, cardiologist, and the study’s first author, the findings were
consistent with what the researchers had observed in clinical practice.

Speaking with Medscape’s Portuguese edition, shesaid,“We had already noticed that there were
many more hospitalizations during cold weather, so that was precisely our question: whether
this was just an observational bias or whether we would actually confirm this association in a
study.”

The study found an association between lower temperatures and a higher number of CV
hospitalizations. However, Déris cautioned that “since this is an ecological and observational
study, it is not possible to conclude that low temperatures were the cause of the increase in the
hospitalization rate.”

“The idea is to expand the analysis by breaking down the data by region, type of cardiovascular
disease, and age group,” the cardiologist said. “This information is already available in
DATASUS.”

Temperature and Other Factors

Speaking with Medscape’s Portuguese edition Glaucia Maria Moraes de Oliveira, MD, PhD,
cardiologist, and member of the Department of Women’s Cardiology at the Brazilian Society of
Cardiology (SBC) and serves as editor-in-chief of Arquivos Brasileiros de Cardiologia, the
society’s official journal noted that temperature is only one of several factors that can affect the
CV system. Pollution, socioeconomic conditions, population age distribution, and respiratory
infections during winter may occur concurrently and influence hospitalization rates. Ecological
study design could not isolate the individual effects of these factors. “It's as if we were seeing
just a piece of an iceberg.” Another concern, according to Glaucia, is the use of average
temperatures, which “creates a very significant measurement bias.”

The study evaluated only ambient temperature, and humidity, dietary habits, and pollution were
not included in the analysis. In southern Brazil, where Rio Grande do Sul had the highest rate of
CV hospitalization in the country, the authors speculated that regional dietary habits may
contribute to the higher hospitalization rate, although the study did not evaluate this factor. In the
equatorial region, which had the lowest CV hospitalization rates in the country, the authors
hypothesized that high humidity in the Amazon region might have a protective effect. However,
the study did not assess humidity, and the available data do not permit either explanation to be
confirmed.

The effects of cold on CV may not occur immediately. Previous research indicates that the

effects of cold on CV can persist for several weeks. In this study, the distributed lag model
evaluated the temperature effects over a maximum of 7 days.
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According to Oliveira, extreme temperatures, rather than average temperatures, lead to CV
hospitalization. Average temperatures, she said, are not the “triggers” for hospitalization.

In addition, the effects of extreme temperatures on CV can vary depending on the exposure
history of an individual. “Another important factor is whether the body is accustomed to a certain
temperature range. We saw this recently in the EU,” she said, referring to the more than 30,000
additional deaths recorded in the EU during extreme heat waves this past summer.

Important Precautions

What can be done to reduce the potential health effects of temperature? During cold weather,
Déris recommended campaigns targeting people experiencing homelessness and programs to
improve access to heating systems in socioeconomically disadvantaged areas. Oliveira
emphasized the importance of vaccination.

“We need adequate immunization against respiratory syncytial virus and influenza, vaccines that
we recommend at the SBC because they prevent respiratory infections, which can trigger a
heart attack or stroke,” she said, adding that, above all, the most important measure is to treat
patients with CV disease. “If the patient is receiving appropriate pharmacological treatment,
following the guidelines we recommend at the SBC and worldwide, we will see fewer adverse
effects of these temperatures on the individual's body,” she concluded.
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Storm may reenter PAR Sunday: rain expected in parts of Luzon, Visayas
By: Dianne Sampang

MANILA, Philippines — Tropical storm Pilandok (international name: Krovanh) may reenter the
Philippine area of responsibility (PAR) on Sunday, according to the state weather bureau.

In the 5 a.m. weather forecast of the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical
Services Administration (Pagasa), weather specialist Obet Badrina said that as of 3 a.m,,
Sunday, Pilandok was tracked some 875 kilometers northeast of extreme Northern Luzon.

“Halos nasa boundary ng PAR at hindi inaalis ang posibilidad na muli itong pumasok within the
day. Kung papasok man ito, posibleng lumabas din within the day, lalabas din ng Philippine area

of responsibility,” Badrina said.

(It is almost within the PAR’s boundary and its possibility of reentering the PAR within the day is
not ruled out. Once it does, it may also exit the PAR within the day.)

He also said that once it reenters the PAR, it will move northward and will weaken into a tropical
depression by Monday.

“Pumasok man o hindi, inaasahan na magpapalakas ito ng southwest monsoon bagamat hindi
magkakaroon ng direktang epekto sa bansa,” Badrina added.

(Whether or not it re-enters the PAR, it is expected to enhance the southwest monsoon,
however, it will not directly affect the country.)

Rainy Sunday

Meanwhile, Badrina said that the southwest monsoon will continue to bring rains over the
western section of Luzon and Visayas.

He noted that heavy rainfall is expected over Zambales, Bataan, parts of Cavite, Batangas,
Occidental Mindoro.

READ: Rainfall helps reduce air pollution from Indonesia wildfire — Pagasa

He added that Metro Manila, and the rest of Luzon, including the llocos region, Cordillera
Administrative Region, rest of Central Luzon, Mimaropa (Mindoro, Marinduque, Romblon, and
Palawan), and Calabarzon (Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal, and Quezon) may experience

cloudy skies with chances of light to moderate rainshowers.

Fair weather forecast
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Western Visayas is forecast to have cloudy skies while fair weather is expected in the rest of the
Visayas and Mindanao.

Forecast temperature range in key cities / areas on Sunday

Metro Manila: 25°C to 29°C
Laoag: 25°C to 31°C

Baguio: 16°C to 20°C
Tagaytay: 23°C to 28°C
Tuguegarao: 25°C to 34°C
Legazpi: 26°C to 32°C
Kalayaan Islands: 26°C to 32°C
Puerto Princesa: 25°C to 32°C
lloilo: 26°C to 33°C

Cebu: 27°C to 34°C

Tacloban: 27°C to 34°C
Cagayan de Oro: 25°C to 34°C
Davao: 26°C to 33°C
Zamboanga: 24°C to 34°C
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THE MANILA TIMES

When climate risk becomes a security crisis
By: Ludwig Federigan

ACROSS Southeast Asia, climate change is placing pressure on institutions responsible for
maintaining peace.

That was the central message of the panel, “Assessing the Security Implications of Climate
Risks,” during the conference “Toward a Peaceful and Sustainable Future: Addressing the
Climate-Conflict Nexus in Asean” on Aug. 24, 2026. As the moderator, | framed the discussion
around an urgent question: how can Asean respond when environmental pressures begin to
undermine social cohesion, economic stability and regional peace?

Organized by the Stratbase Institute and the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in
the Philippines, the conference gathered policymakers, diplomats, academics and civil society
representatives to examine climate change as a growing security concern.

Lukas Rdttinger, senior advisor for environmental and climate security at Adelphi, emphasized
that the issue has moved beyond the margins of policy discussions. He said that climate
security “is no longer a niche or future concern. It is really reshaping security and stability
around the world, but also in Asean.” He added that climate security “needs a framing that
speaks to the institutional landscape in the region, but also how member states understand their
security and what they are willing to engage on.”

For the Philippines, the answer begins with recognizing climate change as a threat multiplier.
The opening statement delivered by Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Undersecretary Analiza Rebuelta-Teh described how climate impacts can deepen existing
grievances. “In Mindanao, decades of conflict were rooted in land dispossession and
contestation over vital wetlands and watersheds,” she noted. Climate-induced droughts and
erratic rainfall have aggravated food and water insecurity, contributing to localized disputes over
arable land and natural resources.

The Bangsamoro offers an important lesson: environmental governance can also be
peace-building. Decentralizing control over inland waters, forests and resource revenues can
make resource management more responsive to communities and better connected to local
peace processes.

The same principle applies beyond conflict-affected areas. In Cotabato and other agricultural
corridors, climate stress has contributed to protests over failed irrigation and disrupted transport
routes — developments that can affect national food supply chains and increase pressure on
public institutions.
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Undersecretary Teh emphasized that community-based forest management, secure land tenure,
transparent land-use planning and equitable benefit-sharing can prevent grievances from
escalating by giving communities a meaningful stake in the protection and sustainable use of
natural resources. “Securing livelihoods is securing the state,” she said, as climate change “is
no longer just an environmental issue. It is a core national security imperative.”

On the community level

She noted that the Philippine National Security Policy 2023—-2028 identifies climate change and
ecological degradation as primary nontraditional threats. By integrating ecological balance and
climate resilience into the security agenda, the country’s defense focus can include resource
stability, food, water and energy, while requiring security forces to contribute to conservation and
biodiversity protection.

Australian National University Assistant Professor Aristyo Darmawan said that for Indonesia,
climate-related risks are inseparable from human security, sovereignty and regional stability.
“Climate change is also a maritime security issue,” he argued. As fish stocks shift and coral
reefs deteriorate, coastal communities may face greater competition over declining resources.
These pressures’ extension across maritime boundaries makes cooperation on fisheries, marine
ecosystems, climate data and early warning systems important.

Darmawan stressed that regional commitments must produce tangible benefits for communities:
“‘Most of the conversations on the environment are indeed at the international and regional
levels. But how they translate to the local level is key to implementation.”

S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies International Relations Professor Dr. Mely
Caballero-Anthony argued that climate security must become institutionalized within Asean. It
should not be viewed as an infringement on national sovereignty, she explained, but as “an
important perspective for proactive governance and anticipation for future risk.”

Ruttinger pointed to Asean’s existing security architecture and sectoral bodies as potential entry
points. Greater coordination among institutions working on disaster management, peace and
security, environmental protection and climate adaptation could address risks that do not fit
neatly within a single agency’s mandate.

The panel’s message was clear: climate security must be preventive, inclusive and cooperative.
Ecosystem restoration, adaptation finance, community participation, reliable data and early
warning systems should be treated as investments in peace.

The Philippines’ Asean leadership provides a timely opportunity to advance this agenda. By

promoting regional risk mapping, data-sharing and stronger coordination among Asean
institutions, the country can help move the conversation from recognition to implementation.
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Climate change will continue to test the region’s institutions and relationships. As
Undersecretary Teh concluded, “When we protect our environment, we address climate change,
we protect our food, our water, our borders and our peace.”
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WMO

WMO bulletin shows air quality and climate interlinkages

An increase in pollution from wildfires and heatwaves risks undermining international efforts to
improve air quality and protect human and ecosystem health, according to a new report from the
World Meteorological Organization (WMO), which traces the complex interlinkages between air
quality and climate.

The WMO report highlights the need for improved atmospheric observations of air pollutants
such as fine particulate matter, and ground-level ozone, as well as aerosol like black carbon and
microplastics, which are not sufficiently monitored even though they are widespread and are
potentially harmful to ecosystems. It stresses the importance of complementary and coordinated
policies on air quality and climate because they cannot be dealt with in isolation.

The annual Air Quality and Climate Bulletin sheds light on the negative impacts of aerosol,
including particulate matter, and surface ozone on human health.

The report, which features a series of articles written by the scientific community advising WMO
on air quality, was released for International Day of Clean Air for blue skies on 7 September. It is
based on data and information from WMQO’s Global Atmosphere Watch network, enshrining its
philosophy of science for services for the public good.

Key findings

Particulate Matter PM2.5 is composed of microscopic particles and droplets of less than
2.5 micrometres (um) in diameter, which is a health hazard because it can penetrate deep into
the lungs and bloodstream. It is emitted by many different sources such as industrial activities,
agriculture, residential heating and transport, as well as wildfires and dust storms.

In keeping with trends in recent years, PM2.5 concentrations in 2025 were above the long-term
average in northern Canada, part of the Russian Federation and western-central Africa due to
increased fire activity. North-western Spain was also a hot spot because of exceptional fires in
late summer 2025.

In South America’s Amazonia, burning was relatively lower in 2025 than previous years.

PM2.5 levels continued to below the long-term average in China in 2025, reflecting a decline in
emissions from human activities. India continue to have above average levels because of
biomass burning and other pollution, according to the bulletin which, for the first time, used
models from four different sources. Despite the difference in the models and inputs, the results
are comparable and for the most part consistent, indicating a robust understanding of
atmospheric processes.
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Wildfire emissions

Extreme wildfires are increasing, leading to big health consequences because of the high
toxicity of smoke. Whilst regulations in Europe and North America have reduced industrial and
transport PM2.5 emissions, exposure to fire-related PM2.5 has increased.

One study cited by the WMO Bulletin indicates that extreme fire-smoke events have tripled
globally since the 1990s, contributing to an estimated nearly 100,000 additional deaths per year
between 2010-2018 — although this may well be an underestimate.

Current air quality risk assessments often fail to adequately capture the enhanced toxicity of
wildfire smoke. An epidemiological study showed that conventional risks models based on total
PM2.5 concentrations may underestimate wild-fire-attributable mortality by up to 93%,
highlighting the need account for the higher toxicity of fie-derived particles in these models.

“Meeting the World Health Organization air quality guidelines will become progressively more
difficult, since extreme fire weather is expected to increase in the future,” it says.

Heatwaves and ozone

Ground-level ozone pollution affects human health, agriculture and ecosystems — and it is a
growing problem because of heatwaves. Long-term exposure to ozone pollution is associated
with increased mortality, primarily through respiratory diseases.

Rising temperatures, stagnant atmospheric conditions and intense solar radiation promote
ground-level ozone formation, as shown by recent studies during heatwaves in the
south-eastern USA, Europe and China. This increased exposure to ozone pollution has the
potential to lead to tens of thousands of additional premature deaths.

“Looking forward, ozone-related health risks are expected to intensify,” it says.

Aerosol

Aerosol particles can travel far from their sources, across oceans and continents and can alter
the way the atmosphere reflects sunlight. They can also change the chemical properties of land

and water bodies and polluting otherwise clean environments.

One example is the deposition of black carbon — or soot — on snow and ice, which reduces the
amount of sunlight reflected by these surfaces — and in turn can hasten the melting process.

Another example is microplastics, formed when plastics break down due to sunlight and other

factors. They are found everywhere - in the atmosphere, on land and in the ocean — with one
Earth System Model simulation estimate of 51 million tonnes for land and 22 million tonnes for
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the ocean — which are in turn a source of microplastics for the atmosphere. However, there are
huge variations in the estimates because of insufficient sustained monitoring.

“‘As plastic production and, critically, mismanaged plastic waste, continues to increase,

monitoring atmospheric pathways of deposition of microplastics to remote environments will be
crucial towards understanding their overall impacts on the Earth system,” says the Bulletin.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

CCC. AlM join forces to advance climate research
By: Jimmyley Guzman

PASIG CITY (PIA) — To further advance evidence-based climate action, the Climate Change
Commission (CCC) has partnered with the Asian Institute of Management (AIM) to launch
research-based efforts to support evidence-based and data-informed climate action and
ecological monitoring in the Philippines through improved datasets and analyses.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje underscored the value of
collaboration between government and the academe in addressing the climate crisis in line with
the directive of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. to all government agencies to step up
implementation of climate change policies and fulfill their respective responsibilities to
accelerate action.

“Climate change continues to intensify, and our response must be anchored on science, data,
and strong partnerships. Through this collaboration, we are able to harness the expertise and
innovation of our students, ensuring that our efforts remain responsive to national priorities and
grounded in evidence,” Borje said.

According to CCC, the collaboration provides support to students from the Sustainable
Leadership Learning for Climate and Disaster Risk Reduction (SLL-CDRR) scholarship
program, an initiative of Senator Loren Legarda in partnership with the CCC and AIM, which
aims to develop future leaders equipped to respond to climate and disaster risks through
science, data, and innovation.

Likewise, the initiative aims to build scholars’ capacity and strengthen their interest in
climate-related data generation, analysis, and application—skills that they can use for the
programs, activities, and initiatives of their respective agencies.

Under the collaboration, Master of Science in Data Science (MSDS) students of AIM will work
with the CCC to explore innovative approaches in tracking changes in land use and forests, as
well as improving how the country measures and reports greenhouse gas emissions. The
initiative seeks to address persistent challenges in producing timely and reliable data to inform
climate planning and decision-making.

Meanwhile, Borje added that strengthening climate data systems is essential to improving
transparency and accountability in the country’s climate response.
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“Reliable and accessible data allows us to understand better risks, track progress, and design
policies that deliver real impact on the ground. By investing in data and people, we are
strengthening the foundation of a more resilient and climate-informed Philippines,” he said.

A total of four AIM MSDS students will undertake the capstone project, working closely with the
CCC to contribute to ongoing efforts to strengthen climate data systems, enhance transparency
reporting, and support evidence-based policy development.

The CCC said it remains committed to bridging academic knowledge and public sector needs,

while empowering the next generation of data scientists to play an active role in advancing
climate resilience and sustainable development. (JEG/PIA-NCR)- Photo courtesy of CCC

=END=
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